ST

¥ 4

ETHNOGRAPHICAL AND ARCHAEOLOGICAL EXPEDITIONS
IN COLOMBIA 1914-1935

t raphical investigations of scientific character wererfirst carried on
?nhgg%om%ia in the yea% 1914y The German professor. Th. Preuss, and the
Swede, Dr. Gustaf Bolinder, These men\.fdigatgg(themselves to the study of
the so called Arhuaco Tribe of the Sierra<dé banta Marta; Dr. Preuss Worked
among the Kagabas on the northern s 8,°2nd Dr, Bol@nder among the Ijeas
on the southern side., Dr. Preuss,ga eérable time to the gtudy.of the
Buitoto Indians in Southern Colombia and made valuable archaedogical invest-
igations at San Augustin on the upper Magdalena River, where he carefully

. copied those enormous stone statues, the origin of which pas pot yet been ;
' satisfactorily explained, Dr. Bolinder, accompanied by his wife, succeeded in

bringing about friendly relationships with the savage Motilon;Indians? who up
to that time had been the enemies of 2ll white people. ZXEven todday, in the
south, they remain hostile, now and then attacking and killing the e@plgyees
of the Colombian Petroleum Company and of the Government Border Commission,

Dr. Bolinder got in touch with these Indians near the small village of Codazzi,
which lies at the foot of the mountains., The Motilones eccupy the mountain,
¢haim which runs along the Colombian-Venezuelan border from Codazzi(Pueblito)
to the department, Norte de Santander., (Some time ldterwihe American, Dr.
Booy, studied the Motilones on the Venezuelan side,) Dr. Bolinder, Lﬁﬂiﬁ&ie,
found the few survivers of the important Chibcha family living in the region
of . the Ariguani River and visited the Busintana Tribe in the Sierra Nevada

de Santa Marta, The latter are more than half civilized and are found near

the village of Ata ez in the southeastern part of €, Ju in complex. The _
four tribes of the Sierra NWevada (the tvibe net menbio= *1in the eastern|Xsanha

part) are peaceful people and have conserved mgny of their old racial customs,
They belong, as do'the gpgimitive and warlike Chimil&s. , to the zreat Chibcha
family. The Motilcn Irndians are of the Carib family. The 'work®s of both

Dr. Preuss and Dr. Bolinder hasc given rich-ethnological results. The findings
of Dr. Preuss have been published in Germ: and in Spanish and include studies
of the Huitoto, Kagapa, and San Agustin i@%ﬁégs. A volume published by Dr.
Bolinder (in German) is a treatise of the Sierra Nevada and Motilon Indians.

He has also written popular accounts of his travels. His pamphlet about the

Chimila$ was well-reeeived~by the Congress of ~___in Sweden in 1924,

pubitshe A  at '".imf;knniln

In the year 1920 Dr, Bolinder and his wife returned to Colombia, visiting once
again the Indians of the Sierra Nevada, the lMotilones, and the chimilas, and
later travelling for three wmenthi among the Goajiro Indians of the Goajira
Peninsula. Among the results of this expedition are about 2000 meters (7000
feet) of valuable moving pictures. The results of this his second expedition
to Colombia have only been published in Swedish and the archaeological material
is yet to be published.,

In the yeat <2 the American, Dr. Mason, carried out an important archaeolog-
ical investigation on the northern andinortﬁwestern,slcges of.%%e Sierra
Nevada, the territory of the old Faironas, a trib@yextIn®Y bV The &ikteenth .
century. He has published, at least, a great part of his findings.—As will
be peew, lhe Swedes have taken an important part in the ethnologivyl and

,::ﬁhnealgqical research in Colombia, 28 well-as in-South imerica~as a whole,
tMen prominent in such studies have-been; otro N.xp&ung'o‘w,EmAwyiuoerMsms;m,

E.BoMmAN E.v. ROSEN ( C.SKOTTSBERG and otheys)

In 1927, the late Prof.NmkDEMJKi5L§ startelan expedition around the coasés of
the Ist lorthwes lombia in a Swedish fishin ozd He visited
the Cungﬂ§§d%ggd§gi%gggaégﬁgégyin Panami he came across agﬁ nk# Chibcha
Tribe (Bogot4d Indians). Especially interesting was the picture-writing and
the mythology of the Cunas in the small ‘xEEmRXXExirdEgemderkxxepEkiikz inde-
pendent Indian republic of Thule in the San Blas archipelago. /V. even
took to Sweden an inteligent Cuna Indian, Rubén Kantule, where he was kept
busy for several months furnishing material for studies. The Choco Indians,
who have an imdependent language, offered much more interegt as a primitive
and, in many respects, a curious people., Prof.Nsrofrlkvg assistant, S. Linné,
made archeological excavations in Panaméd and in adjacent parts of Colombia.
The results of the expedition are published, some in English and others in
Swedish, and some is yet kmxke unpublished,
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Lasl year one of Prof ,VORDENIWIOLD 15 gtydents, Dr. Wassén, wERExkExKREXXXXX
visited the Choco Indians to make a special study of their spiritual culture.
In

In 1934 the Colombian Government collaborated with the Swedish Government in
carrying into effect ethnological and archaeological investigations in the
republic. Theé§gggésh Academy of Science appointed Dr. Bolinder, the most
experienced of’scientific travelers in Colombia, to represent them in Colombia,
In January 1935 Dr. Bolinder, accompanied by a Colombian assistant, R. Goez,
and a few soldiers, made a four monthbs trip By mammexzmsft mule-back and canoe,
and many times walking across the territory that lay between the rivers, into
SautrexEirxax@xkaxkiax Southeastern Colombia. Theit route was as follows: to
the Guaviarey-Uva--Cadd-~Vichada--Muco--Meta=-and return to Bogotd, . Four
Indian Tribes about which very,little has been known were studied:gffhe‘@x~
pedition returned with ag WREPug collection§ of material secured from the
Indians and with 2000 meters of film. Upon tmhﬁﬂﬁtiﬁ“ruu—this expedition
among the Indians,archeeclogical researchefzeakatiens ere begun and directed
By Dr. Bolinder in the vicinity of Bogota, and is still being carried on with
the help theinthnoﬁaﬁist,aq:icl(orrn&,director of Departmental Educationzmszsx,
and assisted by Dr. Doez. ¢

1935 also marked the year of the Guajira expedition sponsored by the Instituse
of Philadelphia. The party consisted of and
Mr. Hernander Je Alba , appointed.by the Colombim Government. This expedition
also visited the!%vﬁﬁmoIndiansﬁl@hg;pilewbuilders to the South of Goajira, '
formerly,bhut notghhnmﬁ*ﬂjr studied by Dr. Bolinder and Dr. John of Caracas,
The Guajira Indiens are, without doubt, a very interesting tribe. They bglong
to the arewek linguistic family and have adppted ,without compulsion on the °
part of anyone,hmxx cattle and horse breeding,and ih spite of the dry deertlike
climate oflﬁhe reninsula they have developed it into a Place of considerable
importance wﬁﬂwkxngz,;Jm'the economic.noint of viewy The Guajiras have a

rare kind of poisoned-arrow which worky slewly but wisker deadly, eifeet. The

eminent swedigh =speciatiit iaf poisons, —amxx-  Prof. Santefi0pr Lias made
careful experiments with the Guajira-and even with the hoco&nhﬁﬂ;ghaving been
supplied with material by MNeyfgn- and Dr. Bolandder, could inform the :
American Congress of 1924 that the Guajira poison wasn't real poison but a

mass containing great qualities of tetanus germs which infected the wounded
with that terrible disease. The Choco Indians use a poison with a cardial
effect. Heretofore, poisons of that kind have heen known only in the 01l1d
World.

The ethnological and archaeological work in Col@ibia is still going on., The
steps taken Ly’ the government tc meorganifec FUT b P oenve. nvestigntbons
Snd credleiisiitutions inkersbed flar that kind 6f work are of real andevital
inter®t and will, therefore, be treated in another article, ‘

R The 'GU%jabcrosltke Phxpocos’%ht Guahibos awt W Salibas,
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Colombian Activities

The interst for science, and especially for ethnology and ethmography, 1is
becoming more and more vivid in the Republic of Colombia, The.government
has already taken several measures favoring these studies and.ls'now pre-
paring others. In the Department of Comisarids and Intendencias®*(that
department of the govermnment which supervises those parts of.the country
where Indians are principally found) all kinds of investigations are made
to determine the actual state and life of the natives. Such invgstigatlong
are, of course, conducted primarily to secure practical information that will
help in the formation of policies for the administration of such regions.
The director of this department, Dr. Rueda Vargas, is quite aware gf the
value of scientific study in determining the best method of governing and

defending the natives.

Not only for the sake of science but also for obtaining a right understgnd-
ing of the natives is it necessary to make a careful study of their habits
of living, their religion, and of the evolution and development of the race.
The government has realized such a need and, as will be shown, has already
been repaid for its progress in these studies.

It ought to be mentioned here that the commissioner of the Guajira Penin-
sula(the home of a prosperous and strongly organized Indian tribe) has in-
augurated a new system for dealing with the Indians. The present system is
quite different from the former ones which had as their object the trans-
formation of the Indiansinto "civilized" people. This was to be accomplished
by dressing the natives up in shirts and trousers and by having them adopt
the laws and customs of the white people. This, it may be said, presented a
very difficult task especially in the case of the Guajira Indians because of
their very strong feeling for independence and because the nature of their
laws and eustoms is so very different from ours, although just as good in
many respects., To-day the government authorities do not look favorably upon
such a system of transformation. Why should the Indians who earn their
living in regions where white man cannot exist be forced to change theirilives
entirely and thus inevitably forget the valuable handicrafts and arts so
common to their-race and only to subjugate themselves to a foreign civilization
of so little use to them and to a civilization, which at times, is even de=-
preciated by the white people themselves! The authorities to-day are pro=-
curing to let the Indians follow their own customs as far as possible and are
even trying to animate racial industries and encourage theiobsérvance: of
their better customs, Of course, the govermment wants to protect the Indians
and tries to settle the frequent WA YDe among the different tribes and
groups. Such a policy toward the Indians will be followed in the whole re-
public, whenever and wherever it is considered practicable.

The Colombian government, quite interested in carrying on scientific re-
search among thes far away tribes, initiated, sometime ago, the idea of the
ccllaboration of the Colombian Historical Academy with the Swedish Academy

of Science. The governments of the two countries represented by these soc-
ieties arranged to jointly share the expenses of all expeditions and further-
more to share equally the collections of relics found. It was agreed, however,
that articles of exceptionally rare arthaeological value should remain in
Colombia and only the copies be sent to Sweden,

As has been stated in. a brevious article, Dr. Gustaf Bolinder was sent from
Sweden to carry out the plan devised by the two countrieg,----An especially
interesting region between the Guaviare and the Meta Rivers has already been
explored and at the present time archaeological investigation is being carried
on in.the Department of Cundinamarca in the vieinity of Bogotd. The Depart-
menp is hearing the cost of the excavations which are of real importance, es-
pecially since no scientific archaeological work has heretofore been under-
taken in Cundinamareca,

Aft?r finishing the expedition to the Cuaviare and Meta districts and after
having started the work of excavating in the vicinity of Bogotd Dr. Bolinder
was contracted by the Colombian government as profes%or of ;thnolO?y and
archagology in the National Univereity of Bogotd and as Hovernmentbadviser on
ceértain Indian questions, More than thirty students are now taking the course
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offered by Dr. Bolinder in the University, Some of the students enrolled

in the course will take part in several of the expiditons recently planned
for the future, :

As will be seen on the map, the tribes of Northern Colombis have been studied
by several prominent ex_ lorers; the Indians of the "llanos" (the great plairs

to the east) are now partly known. Plans have been made to visit, during the

dry season of the year; namely, from December to March, the Chibcha Tribes

of Southern Colombia; the Coconuco, Paez, Cua uier, and other tribes. Besides
these, the Chibchas in Northern Boyacéd, the Tune 08, will be a center of study.
These exp&€ditions to the north and to the south will be directed by Dr. Bol-
inder,

At the same time that these investigations are being made by Dr. Bolinder, his
Colombian assistant, Dr, Goez, willpb@&&hﬂﬂ%@iﬁedition down the River Tigre, a
western tributary of Vichada River, to make further studies of the Goahibo
Indians. DPlans have also been made for the dry season of 1936-1937 at which
time Dr. Bolinder will direct an expédition to study the Guahibos, Cuibds and
other Indians found between the lower Meta and Vichads Rivers and to study the
Piaroas of the Qriwmco¢ as well as the Puinabes of the lower Guaviare and the
lower Inirida. When these four expeditions have been carried through all of the
Colombian Indian Tribes north of the great forest in the south (Putamayo,
Caquetd, Amazonas, and Vanpes) will be known to science. Axeepb—in cases

. 4 Zen: ve-work-before-for a-considerable length—of
time, These wxpeditions can give, of cousse, no more than a general view of
the culture of the various tribes. However, evem, such a type of information
is very valuable. Our knowledge of the material culture of those tribes will
be complete, and we will, at least, have an idea of their spiritual culture,
Then, .of course, there is always the possibility that additional work can be
carried on among those tribes by specialists who will be willing to devote
considerable time living with the natives and studying their religion and
sociological aspects. The Catholic Nissions of the Putamayo are very interested
in the ethnological work and are bringing together material which will probably
be very valuable as scientific data,

A new law is at the present time under discussion in the Colombian Senate, It
treats of a new regulation for ethnological and archaeological survey work in
the country. It sets up a new department in the Ministry of Education to
supervise and direct all ethnological =znd archaedogical investigation in the
country, All archaeological excavations will be contrell§ ag well ag foreign ex-
peditions., Colombis will be represented in foreign exploratidhs, - this will
be an advantage for all parties concerned, Courses in ethnology and archaeol-
ogy will be made permanent festures of the University curriculum and the
National lMuseum will be provided with funds necessary for sponsoring expedi-
tions and for obtaining interesting collections of relics., As tan well be
seen, the ethnological coéllet¢tions of the lMuseum wnich are still few in number,
will be considerably increased by expeditions already planned or now carried
out.

The new law is being well received and there is évery reason to beliefe that

the new department will begin to funcion on the first of January of next year,

In such case, the laws concerning antiquities near completion will be approved
by presidential docket. The work of revising the laws is in progress now and
it is likely that the new department will give the finishing touches when it
starts to funcion, This department will collaborate with the National Museum,
the Academy of History, and with the Department of "Comisarios and Infendencias!
as well as with other institutions, A Society of Arc¢haeology and Ethnology is
now being organized and founded and will, of course, constitute an important
addition to the scientific activities of Colombia. ZHEvidently the Colombians
are earnestly going in for prehistoric and ethnoleogical study and we may ex-
pect interesting results during the next few years,
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