i! .. THE LLANOS OF VENEZUELA

L wall of mounteins rising from the sea égégig the incoming ship &t
la Guaygra; but beyond, Venezuela opens out into a vast sandy plein dotted
with groves of palm trees standing erect in the wind. This region is known
to all Venezuelans as Los Llanos, the plains,/£; the outside world it is @
world of romence in whieh the monstrous erocodile end the slender llznero,
the pleinsmen, vie with each other for legendary honors; but to those who
know the llanos it is also a land of the sweet singing turpial in its
bleck and scarlet coat, the corocoro standing out its fleshing rosette
against & background of green, and the cearefree llanero who sings emorous
ballads with the same ebandon as he does battle with man or beast,

So flat and extensive is the region, and at places so bere of vege-
tation that during the day its netural limits seem to be the encireling
horizon of confused mirages, and at night these give plece to the low-
haq%ng polar star to the north, the southern cross to the south, and the
glo; of cest and west marking where the stars rise and sun has set. A
world of emptiness seems to ever stretch before one, for in the dim dis-
tance where earth should meet sky there is nothing but the illusion of limit-
less extension of space.

Actually it is bordered on the north and the west by the cosstal
cordillera and the Andes; and the Orinoco river flowing northwerd and then
eastward merks its border on the southeast where loom the hills of Guayena.
Southward the Venezuelen llanos stop at the Meta riverfh;he vast flatness
continues on into Colombia and Brazil.

Were iéq%5t for the heavy rainfall during a few months of the ye:zr,
from June until November, &nd the numerous rivers that are fed by the Y
mountai;fsystems and whieh cut the sandy plein into numerous bushbordered

seg§ments it would form a vast desert. 4is it is at the height of the

rainy seasoﬂ.it tekes on the aspect of an immense luke studded with
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numerous green islands, and during the dry sesson it teskes on the as-
pect of a most arid region. When it is under water it is rieh in life;
but during the dry season sand storms, sand dunes, dried up water holes,
bleached skeletons, burnt vegetation, a deserted countryside, attest to
the 1ittle that keeps it from turning into a permanent desert. Then it
isXﬁﬁatyénimal and human life does not emigrate erowds the river benks
and mud holes.

Lying between the 6th and9th parallels of north latitude, for the
most part only a few hundred feet above sea level, it is literally en-
veloped in & tropical heat the year around. Temperetures are high and
constant. During the rainy season the high humidity adds to the dis-
comforts of the heat; but when the rains have stopped it is more pleas-

ant. The trade winds assure a clear atmdosphere and a constant breeze.

Although tempteratures are very high, the climate is very comfortable

" with the exception of a few hours at midday when it is better to seek

the shelter of grass roof or, failing that, the shade of & bush., 4it
night it mey become even cold, especially if the sleeper is emposed to
the winds which blow most violently in the morning hours. Thick blan-
kets are needed, or good shelter. The latter has & disadventzge in that
it permits mosquitos to seek refuge also, and apparently heightens their
zest for human victims.

There is alweys music in the &ir carried about by the winds to form
a symphony of sound,expressive—of the spirit-of-the-iianes. Dominzting
ell is the impudent roer of the araguato monkeys coming always from afer,
sometimes. threathening;—sometimes-eneouraging dancing 'in the moonlights
The morning and evening hours are specially theirs. Then when most life

is silent their raucous tones are raised and carried for miles by the



restless wind. In the laggons there are always the ducks who raise their
raﬁﬁle voices in protest and fear at the approach of men; eand on the sand
be&cheg,the sandpipers reise a din with their nervous screams; in the
rivers the toninos thet frolic and blow, and even the crocodile contributes
its roar. The zorro, the jaguar, the puma, the bulls snd cows with their
bellowing, and the stallion with his whistle rise above all this to assert
their existence. ZXZven more pretentious is the sobbing of the ass that
surpasses all others in volume and persistency. But there are crestures
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that slink silently along either in fear to make themselves heard or are
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in search of prey. Of these is the capibara, amd the siltent snzkes, the
turtles, the armadillos, the lumbering ant-bear, end scurrying lizards.
But in the llanos lives also man. ¢;::fkhe region was pecpled en-
tirely by primitive peoples eking out & living by hunting and fishing,
but to-day most of it is in the possession of the llanero, & type to be
found nowhere else. Spanish and Indian blood flow in his veins, and-be=
cause oT tHEt he-views-and-listens t6 fiEture -with proper understanding.
He is a child of the open vastness in which he lives. He views the
colored panorams with pleasure and understanding, and lives with = eour-
age that is not frustrated by the thought of death. Neture-is-+given
meening i1 his soul and is- reshaped to satisfy his needs. He has thrown
no walls about himself, and responds to the world about him with perfect
freedom given and expecting no censure. He breeds caitle, horses, asses,
and with pitying humor the anomoulous mule. He.breeds himself,.snd.is
satisfied. o ﬁe composes ballads not tgrhis war deeds which are teken
in stride/but of his love deeds which he likes to remember. His wents

are few for he tekes from the world that surrounds him &ll that it can
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offer to one who is interested in the present life. He leaves at peace
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with all the world, and would rather share his fare and his song with an-
other humen being then to be at war with him. Butf%he latter be imposed
on him then he will fight with an abandon that has been the mervel of
historye.

There is also another type of man in the llanos, a type that is fast
disappeering, the aborigine. Todeay he is to be found only between the
Arasuca and the Meta rivers, but formerly he was master of all of the
llanos. Those that are left breed no catile, do not cultivate the soil.
They live as did their ancestors. Among these only two peoples have
survived, the Yaruros and the Guahibos. It is the former who consider
themselves to be the children of Kuma, and who are the sub ject of this
study.

War and slavery, attending the invasion of European soldiers of
fortunq/began to decimate the indigenous population of Venezuele in the
early part of the 16th century. Under the pressure of European arms snd
cupidity neither the warlike Caribs, the more pesceful Arawak, nor any
of the other peoples were able to hold their own, and tribel group after
tribel group disappeared with rem:rkeble rapidity. ZHEven after the mission-
aries succeeded in introducing more gentle methods of subjugation znd in
prohibiting their further enslavement, the aborigines continued to be
exposed to various forces, political and culturel, that have led to their
extinction in some ceses and to their assimilation in others. Only s
few have survived as distinet ethnic groups and strangely enough these
have been noted for their utter primitiveness. Among these are & few
bands of Yaruros that roasm that portion of the llanos lying in the stete
of Apure.

The Yaruros are a primitive fol&--among the most primitive of con-

temporsry peoples, if they are to be judged on the basis of their economie



5=

life alone. Those surviving today are but sad remnents of & once numerous
people thet believed the world had been created especially for them. They
have little understood the racial and cultural upheavels of the past four
centuries, but though mensced with complete extermination, they hcve re-
mained steadfzst in their refusal to give up their identity &s an in-
dependent people and faithful to their traditional mode of living. They
have had to resist soldier, priest, adventurer, and cattle breeder but
have yielded little besides their lends. The newcomers ere mesters of
the soil they have trod upon, but not oé the Yaruro soul.

Having tremengdﬁé odds ag&%pét them, we cagyonly marvel &t the ten-

V4 / i
acity of these'pTimitives. #hat is there apﬂht their racisl and cultural
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makeup that/£§ indestruct Ile before ths/gdmittedly meterielly superior
Europegn/ééople and théir civilizatiégf befoyf its proven ruthlessness?
;q}, £oday as of yore, the Yaruros éfé n&kéd énd construct no permenent
shelter; they sre nomsdic and for food they depend entirely on the hunt
of the crocolile and turtle cnd the gathering of roots and fruits; they
meke fire by rubbing two sticks together; the men live with the pzrents
of their wives without ever speaking to or looking uporn their mothers-
in-law; they are obligated to marry their cousins; they must heve hed
;evelations in order to become priests: their children are left to give
free play to their impulses without fear of adult cdmonishment; they
believe in nature as & thinking living entity; they are individu&lists
and foll@g/the biologie principle of the survival of the fittest; end
they commit themselves to primitiveness by believing thet their mode of
life is best. 1in short, they are the antithesis of civilized hum: nity.
Yet for centuries they have lived under the threzt of the Luropeen

sword, gun, &nd the cross, and have been in touch with Suropean socisl
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and religious institutions. " Theirs is a precarious but romentic existence.
Their main pre-occupations are the daily dinner and the intim=te rel=tion-
ship existing between themselves and their Gods. They“géém,to live in

a subjective Universe undistorted by humen crektions ana human fentasy,
although an objective world presses hard uﬁ/h tgdﬁ// £ de#th which will
return them to the paradise of their Gods and which will reunite them with
their ancestors is their great hope. Daily they receive the greetings

of their mother Godess written in the colored western sky efter the white

sun has fallen below the horizon, and nightly they lie on the white sends

"ﬁh&er the star-studded heavens watching for messages of comfort from

their Gods and their dead relatives. Often, the Mother Goddess Kume, and
the other Gods pay them personal visits, and then indeed they are heppy.
But antil death cames the problem of the daily dinner remains and morn-

ing brings the deily toil for its aequisition.
§
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Once the Yaruros roamed cver

was a better place to liveyy Then—eeme-the™EtTENFe Vloodthirsty,~immoral,
‘m ’
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avarieious- ; he sspect of their universe was chcnaedelHope 2 f ;LL;
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of living was replaced with the fear of extinction; the open spaces were if“iui“”

no longer theirs to wander in and to enjoy; and many strenge disescses %

appeared among them. The world of men became changed, but they noticed
that the aspect of the world of nature remained the same. In this way
theylhave found assurance that the world to which their souls will go
after death is undefiled, énd that their Gods still watch over them,
Today they are limited to the region drained by the Capanaparé and
Sinaruco riversj and the near future will undoubtedly see their complete

extermination.



The Llenos of Venezuela,

A wail of mountains rising from the sea greets the incoming ship at
la Guayers; but beyond, Venezuela opens out into a vast see sandy plain dotted
with groves of palm trees standing erect in the wind. This region is known
to all Yenezuelans as ske Los Llanos, the plains, To the ouside world it is
a world of romence in which the monstrous crocodile and the slender llanero,
the pleinsman, vie with each ~ther for legendary honors; but to those who know
the llenos it is slso a land of the sewwt singing turpiel in its bleek znd sczrlet
coat, the corocoro standing out its flashing rosette against a background of
green, and the b&}hdm llanero who cempeses—and siMll&ds with the

same abandon as he does battle with men or beast.

So flat and extensive is the regiom, and at places so bare of vegetation
that daring the dey its netural limits seem to be the encircling horizon of
confused mirages, and at ni‘ght these give place to the low-haning polar star
to tre north, the southern cross to the south, and the glow of east and west marking
where the stars rise and sun has set. 4 world of emptiness seems to ever

stretch before one, for in the dim distance where earth should meet sky there

is nothing but the illusion of limitless extension of space. Actually t=iY ©
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Aetually it is bordered on the north and the west by the coestal
cordillera and the Andes; and the Orinoco river flowing northward and then eastwrd
marks its border on the southeest where loom the hills of Guayana., Southe:rd
the Venezuelan llanos stop at the Meta river, bmt the vast fl:tness continues on
into Colombie and Brezil.

Were it not for the heavy rainfall during & }&m months ¢f the year, from
June until November, and the numerous rivers that are fed by the mountain systems
and which cutvlﬁzquﬁgizgzs bushbordered segcements it would form & vast sy
desert. iAs it is at the height of the rainy season it taekes on the aspeet of
an immense lake studded with numeaggT;reen islands, and durins the dry season
it takes on the aspect of & most arid region. then it is under water it is
rich in life ; but during the dry season sand storms, sand dunes, dried up
water holes, bleached skeletons,cBurnt vegetation, & deserted countryside,

attest to the little thet keeps taz“; n from turning into & permane”?ﬁesert.
’7;énit is that what animal and human life does not migrete emigrate crowds the
the river banks and mud hokes.

Lying between the 6th and 9th percllels of north latitude, for the most
part only & few hundred feet above sez level, it is literally enveloped in a
tropical heat the year around. Temperatures =rc high and constant. Durirg the
rainy season the high humidity adds to the discomforts of the heat; but when the
rains have stopped it is t;;¥§ pleasent. A cleap-atmeshphere-uné-the ~-high
windsy-the-irade-winday-aesure .he trade winds assure a clear atmosphere &nd
& constent breeze.. ilthough tempteratures are very high, fa*!tl Eith the exception
of a few hours at midday when it is better to seek the sellter of grass roof or,
failing thuf/tne shade of & bush, the climate is very comfortablo.' At night )
it may become even cold, especially if the s{eeper'is eﬂpbsed to the winds which

blow most violently in the moriaing hours . *hick blankets are needed, or good

e o
shelter. The latter has % disadvatgqre in that it permits mosquitos to seek
I L

ns their zest for humen victims.

refuge also, and apparcntly



There is always music in the air carried about by the winds to form
a symphony of sound expressiive of the spirit of the llsnos. Domipating all
is the impudent roar of the araguato monkeys %e-times-shresthening coming always
from afar, sometimes threathening, sometimes encouraging dencing in the mmoonlight.
The morning and evening hours are specially theirs. Then when most life is Z -
silent their raucous tones ar: rcised and earried ”zfor miles by the recstless wind.
In the laggons there &are always the ducks who raise their rabble voices in protest :
and fear at the approach of ma n; and on sand beaches }{fidﬁgz?bééfﬁfffi:w:iif%iu:;:£2:;°;'
dﬁ the rivers the toninos that frolic =nd blow, snd even the crocodile contibutes its

roar. The zorro, the jaguer, the puma, thebulls and cows w th their bellowing,

and the stallion with his whistle rise above &ll this to asserr%heir existences
Even more pretentious is the sobbing of the ass that i s—sbove-zltt—ethers—im-volume
surpasses all others in volume znd persistency.
But there are ereatures thet slink silently along either in feer to meke themselves
heerd or are in seerch of prey. Of these is the cepibara, and the silent snakes,
the turtles, the armadillos, the lumbering ant-bear, =nd scurrying lizardse

But in the 1llanos lives also men. Once the region weas peopled entiexly
by primitive 5%r1es elcinz out ¢ living by hunting and fishing, but to-dey most
of it is in the possession of the llanero, & type to be found nowhere else.
Spznish and Endian blood flow in his veins, and beceuse of thet he ¥iews cnd listens
to nature with proper understanding. He is a child of the open vastness in which
he lives. Le views the color%jpenaroma with pleasure and understanding, =nd lives
with & coirage thet is not frustated by the thought of d eath. Neture is given
meaning in his soul &nd is reshaped to sgisfy his needse. He hes thrown no
walls about hinself, and responds to the world about him with perfect freedom
given and expecting no censure. He breeds catt@f, horses, asses, a«nd with pitying
humor the anomoulous mule. He breeds himself, and is satisfiede So he composes

ballads notzz; his wer deeds which asre taken in stride but of his love deeds

wh ch he likes to remember. His wants are few for he takes form the world that
surrounds him a1l thet it c:n offer to one who is interestimg ed in the "resent

lifc. He leaves &t pesce with all the world, and would raether share his fare end



his song with enother humen being than to be at war with him. But wkeid the latter
be imposed on him the n he will will fight with an ebandon thet h s been the msrvel
of historye.

There is also another type of man in the llenos, a type that is fust
déseppearing, the a borigine. today he is to be found only between the Araueca
and the bieta rivers, but formerly he was master of all of the llancs. *‘hose that
are left breed no ettle, do not cultivate the soil. They live &s di{ their
ancestors. Among these‘only two peoples heve survived, the Yeruros and the Gushibos.

It is the former who considegg’themselves to be the childrn of Kuma, snd

who are the subject of this study.
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War and slavery, attehding the invasion of Buropean
soldiers of fortune began to decimate the indigenous population
of Venezuels in the early part of the 1l6th century. Under the
pressure of Kuropean arms and cupidity neither the warlike Caribs,
the more peaceful Arewak, nor anr of the otherpeoples were able
4o hold their own, =nd tribal group after tribal group disappeared
with remarkable ranidity. Even after the missionaries succeeded
in introducing more gentle methods of subjugation and in prohibiting
their further ensl vement, the aborigines continued to be exposed
to various forces, political and cultural, thet have led to their
extinction in some cases and to their assimilation in others.
Only & few Yave survived as distinct ethnic groups and straggely

enough these nave been noted for their utter primitiveness.

. that pritorn 4
Among these are 2 few bands of Yaruros that roam - f
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The Yaruros =re a primitive folk--among the most primitive
of contemporary peoples, 2f they are to be judged on the basis
of their economice life alone, Those surviving today are but

sad remnants of a once numerous people that believed the world

had been created especially for them. They have littlecunderstood who

recial and culture upheavels of the past four centuries, but
though menaced with complete extermination, they have remained
steadfast in their refusal to give up their identity as an
independent people and faithful to their traditional mode of
living. They have heverhsd to resist soldier, priest, adventurer,
and cattle breeder but have yielded little besides their lands.
The newcomers are mesters of the soil they have trod upon,

but not of the Yaruro soul,



Having tremendous odds scainst them, we can orly marvel
at the tenacity of these primitives., Whet is there-about their
racial and culturad mekeup that is indestructable before the
admittedly materially superior European people 2nd their
civilization, before its proven ruthlessness? For, today as
of yore, the Yaruros are naked and comsiruct no permanent
shelter; they are nomadic and for food they depend entirely on
the hunt of the coocodile and turtle and the gathering of roots
and fruits; they make fire by rubbing two sticks together; the
men live with the parents of their wives without ever speaking
to or looking upon their mother$=-in-law; they are obligated to
merry their cousins; +they must hzve had revelations in order t o
become priests; their children are left to give freee play to
their impulses without fear of adult admonishment; they believe
in n”ture as a thinking living entity; they sre individualists
and follow the bigdlogic primnciple of the survival of the fittest;
and they commit themselves to primitiveness by believang that
their mode of 1ife is best, In short they are the antithesis of
civilized humenity, Yet for centuries they have lived under
the threat of the Buropeen sword, gun, and the cross, and have
been intouch with European social and religious institutions,

7

<Theirs is & precarious but romantic exi-temce, Trheir main
pre-occup: tions are the daily dinner and the ;ntimate relation=-
ship existing between themselves and their Gods. They seem to
live in a subjective Universe undistorted by humen crestions and
humen human fantasy, although an objective world presses hard upon
them. A death which will return them to the paradise of their

Gods and which will reunite hem with their ancestors is their
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great hope. Daily they receive the greetings of their mother‘
Goddes written in the colored western sky after the white sun
has fallen below *he horizon, and nightly they lie on the white
sands under the star-studded heavens watciing for messages of
comfort from their Gods and their dead rel=tives, Often, the
lMother Goddess Kuma, =nd the other Gods pay them personal visits,
and then indeed they are happy. But until deatlh comes the
problem of the deily dinner remains and morning brngs the

dnily toil for its acquisitiong.

Once the Yaruros roamed over & vest region, that is,
when the world was a better place to live in. Then came the
strange bloodthirsty, immorsl, =varicious white man and the
sspect of their univers was chenged. Hope of living was replaced
with the fear of extinction; +the open spaces were no longer
theirs to wander in and to enjoy; and many strange diseases
sppeared among them. The world of men bacame changed, but
they noticed that the aspect of the world of nature remained
the same. In this they have found assurance that the world
to which their souls will go after death is undefiled, and
that their Gods still watch over them, ’7C:—;£%7 /42éi7
- YISy A > ?/ B b e B ’(/&? Hee ég/zm—u P

414&4i~41@;vx,h%¢4,c43 BRIt e At ,

weel ttnnd e b dd f{ -t 5,5*:,4{.4;1" m“?“’{‘é" "'?IJ‘: o
) /

»i:ué"ééim €

P i RO



