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L LECTURE BEWOﬁ% ARCHAET.OGITAL SOCIRTYO6F WASHINGTON
Map of t%o Grosso
W . o¥"
Yort o{aggfunba bull-rqar%gg: wrestling —
Gardengéof Corumba, : (jheel 3.--Bororo pottery makipg; loog;
; Ranch Buildings bow and arrow mak;ng:fishing with bo&wand
? Rancher ; arrow; making bow and arrow,
Tlooded pantanal Rororo boy shooting arrow |
Clouds pantanal (fheel 4, - Bororo boy on hunting excursion
Termite hill " Yap of Kuluseu 2
Anteater and young Aeriél view of edge of vlateau
Birds in ﬁantanal Truck at edge of plateau
Ditto RBakairi men
Dry pantanal Dbirds Mehinaku
/Reel.--Map of S, A.; barges and Party on Xuluene
}Wunco moving up the Paraguay; the Aborigenes on bank
{ Paraguay river banks, hills, thick vegetation Aborigenes encampment
jacarés; the jaguar; hunting the Aborigenes in hamnocks
puma; palm grove, Kuikutl women
Descalvados Tsuva 0ld woman
Site I Naravute women
Close-un of Site I ' Profile
Bite 2 Tsuva man
W. Botoro village Waravute woman
Jaguar dance: front view Anahakua woman
Jaguar dances; back view Yawalapiti polygenous family
E. Bororo portrait Yawalapiti girl
Portrait I <?eel 5.--Shots of Xuluene
Same Tawcett’s guides
Bororo with bow and fish Kalapalu men
igeel 2.=-Wunco going to Bororo village: Tsuva women carrying loads

Rororo vsddling:village scenesjdancing: Tishing with bow znd arrow



Fishing with spear
Naravute chief
Bringing biju
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Primitive man awakening
Smiling girl

Sunlight over the waters
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Panatanal birds

Distart view of “aguan
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Jaguar dancer

Jaguar dancer

Tamandua bandeira
Archeology no. 2.

Thermite hill
Bororo girl
Bororo man
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Bororo, fishing
Map of Xingu
Yawalapiti village

Group of Mehinaku men
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Indians with biiju

Three Tsuva women

In canoes

River scene in c=znoes

Kalapalu men

Women

Skeleton ofhut

Finishedhut

Fishing from canoe
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Biiju making

Biju maing

Indians in hammocks

Indians in hammocks

Polygynous family

Yawalapiti girl

Naravute man

Adolescent girl

Kuikutl man

Naravute girl

Kalapalu men

Kalapalu men

Tsuva girl

Madonna and child
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Tecture, University Museum, March 5. 1932,
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Current interest in the story reputed to have been told by a Swiss
"trapper” concerning the whereabouts and fate of Col. P. H., Fawcett urges ne
to make public some information gathered in Matto Grosso while engaged in
archaeological and ethnological field studies for the University lMuseum during
1931, in cooperation with the Matto Grosso Expedition. On one field trip
to the headwaters of the Xingu River, becoming aware thl&t I had unknowingly
followed Fawcett's trail, I collected what information I could from the Indians
who were supplying me with the ethnological data that I wanted. ¥r. Arthur
P, Rossi who was with me at the time, made careful photographie records of the
Indians and localities involved in the story.

Although I always denied having any intention of conducting amy
organized search for the lost English explorer, both before leaving New York
and up to the time that I left the last frontier town of Matto Grosso, I was
pressed with queries and entertained by numerous gentlemen with stories and
theories which elaimed to solve the mystery. I jotted a few of them down, and
now in glancing over my notes I discover that in ailmost every case the stary
teller was a Buropean immigrant, asdventurer, who generally claimed to be perhaps
a scientist, an explorer, or engineer, doctor, etec. Though in newspaper
reports these men appear to have had many years of experience in Matto Grosso,
all of them without exception have mever been outside of the modern towns in the
southern part of the states, or some nearby ranch. A number of these men
claimed to have had perscnal encounters with Col. Fawcett, who is generally

represented as having & long beard and being dressed in amimal skins, etc., in

short, all the tradi tional accoutremenis of the white mam lost in the wilds.
Furthermore, Col. Fawcett seems to possess the extraordinary ability of being
in many places simultemeously, for he is reported to the east, to the north,

west, south of Cuyaba, at localities seaparated at times by as much as a
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Current interest in the story reputed te heve been told
by a Swiss "trapper” econcerning the wheresbouts and fate of Col.P.H,
Paweett urges me to make publie some information gathered in Metto Urosse
while engeged in archacclegienl snd ethmoligiesl field studies for the
Univerasity Suseum during 1931, in cooperation with the Matte Crosso lxe
pedition, Un one field trip to the headwaters of the lingu River, be-
coming sware that I had unknowingly followed Feweett's trail, I collscted
what inforsation I could from the Indlans whe were suprlying me with the
ethnologieal data that 1 vanted, Nr,Arthur F,Rossi who wma with me at
the time, made careful photographie records of the Indians end loecalities
invelved in the atory. :

Although 1 always denied having any intention of cenduce
ting sny organized sesroh for the lost inglish plorer, both before
lenving Few York and up to the time that 1 left the laat frontier towm
of Hatte Grosso, 1 was pressed with queries and entertained Wy numerous
gentlemen with stories and theories which claimed to solve the mystery.

i jotted & few of them down, msnd now in glancing sver my notes 1 discover
that in almost every case the story teller was a luropean imsigrant, ade
venturer, who generally claimed to be perhaps & selentiat, an explorver,
or engineer, doctor, ete, Though in newspaper reports these men appear
to have had many yesrs of experience in Matto Grosso, all of them withe
out sxoeption have never been outside of the modern towns in the southern
part of the states, or some nesrby ranch, A number of these men olaimed
to have had personal encounters with Col.Fawgett, who is generally repe
resented ss having a long beard and being dressed in snimal skins, ete.,

in short, all the traditional scocoutrements of the white man lost in
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the wilds, Jurthermore, Yol.aweett seems to possess the extrsordinary
ability of being in many places simultaneously, for he is reported to
the eust, to the north, west, south of Cuyaba, st localitien separated
at times by ss muech 53 & thousand miles, For instance, aseording to
;11::' :s:t!wr of = recent Yook dealins with a trip seross the Bolivian
fimmxx news of him wes obtained in that region, though it is knowm that
his last trip was to the hesdwaters of the Xingu, some eight hundred
miles to the northesst in o straight line, 7The faet that in passing
from onme region to the other one has to traverse eivilized territory
F of course does not seem to make any difference, In the ocurrent story

it is reported that he wms seen in the region between the Tapajos and
the Eadeirs rivers, The twe rivers are separsted by some five hundred
miles of forest.

it is significant that sl though 1 had mumerous comwWore
wations with DPrezilian officials, especially those conmected with the
Inspectoris de Protecoso aos Indies, == Indian Service == (the only men
_, who have penetrated Beyond the frontier towns to any extent with the
exception of one or two foreign explorers, and the only men permitted
by tre government to come in contact with the sboriginees), I find in
my notes no sseount of a personal encounter of one of these men with
Col,Fawsett after he left Cuyaba,

"hat information exists can be gathered from a mumber of
gources, nauelyy officials snd employees of the Inspectoria, md the
Commisac Bondonj officinla and employees of the casa Urlands at whose
ranch, larenjal, Col,Fswoett stayed on numerous occamions after return-
Ang from some field trip, from the Bakairi Indians celleeted in o villsge
at 9imoe Lopes, the Inspeetori's outpost which is not a fort bumt a sehool,
Anshukus Indiens on the Euluseu # iver, and Eslapslu Indisns on the Fuluene

River, both rivers being tributaries of the Iingu, Undoubtedly Indisn
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trives living between the EKuluene snd the Rio de Mortes could add v the
story, but no one has been in touch with them,

I realized that I had been following ﬂul.)'mcﬂ 8 trail
when some Kalapnlu came to me to tell of the visit and departure of three
white men & nuvbér of yosrs sgo, That having been the second time that
outsiders had come into their country ihu ineident was clearly remecbered.
Briefly, they told of tiree white men who arrived st their villsge in the
eompany of some Anshukus Indimns who had guided them from their villsge on
the “uluseu to the EZalspalu, & merch of four days, The white men onrried
pasks end ayms, Wt no presents for the Indians sueh ss I had, The Eale
spalu gave them food, biiju snd fish, and in the morning, having fuiled
to dissusde the lesder, the older man, from his projeet, they ferried the
three men soross the Iuluene River, It was explained to the Indians that
by going east a large river would be reached vhere lmrge cances could be
found which would take the party home, The younger men were 11l snd were
guffering frovBorachude sores, snd apparently were reluctant to go any
farther, Subsequently for five days the ‘alapalu saw the smoke of the
travellers, who sppprently were blazing a trail through the high grass,

It is presused that on the sixth day they reached the forest to the eest,
for the smoke was not seen any more, Later a party of falapalu in seareh
of piki found traces of the earps made dut not the white men,

This story was told in EKalepelu sided with pantomime for
my benefit, by twe of the men that ferried the white party seross the
Zulene, Two of my Bakairi ecsnoemen understood the langusge and the story
was translated in Fortugese to me, Nr.iossi and 1 checked the story in
every way possible, Later, on the arriwl of our plane we had ocossion
to fly over tre region eaat of the Euluene and were cble to check the
omoke incident of the atory,

From the inajukun and my Baksiri I was sble to gather
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the details of the first part of the journey of the three white men,

1 was given even a deseription of the oxen that Faweett used in travel=-
ing from the Bakairi village to the Euluseu where his Bakairi gulde
built eances for him,

In the major episodes =y information sorroborates the
story of Dyott who searched for the st explorers in 1928, However,
the theory that the /‘nahukus killed Col,Paweett cannot be held, since
ne resched the Eslapalu safely, and thus being outside of inmlulme ter-
ritory he eould not have i vietin to tmt trive.

i few words about the aborigines mmd the country may not
be amisg, Deth sre little known, ' The gborigines, - I made eontact with
twelve tribes - are not cannibals, nor are m«ﬁmtm. - traits which
ineidentally do mot necessarily imply "badnesa”. Ag long as they are
treated as humen beings end sre shown respect for their custons, ne harm
is to be expected from them, but if mistreated they will fight with en=
viable courages on exhibition of whieh was given us on the seeanion of
our flying over one of their villsges for the first time, when the men
instead of running sway fought the serial monster with the only weapons
that they have, the bow and srrow, e found them very hospitable, gene
erous, honest, solieitous about our welfare, snd anxious not to be in
our way, msnd ismensely eudbus about our eivilization, Had we been shle
to sonverse in s common language instesd of merely pentomime and through
interpreters, we would hove spent many hours in conversation, They made
good hoasta, zood guests at our oanpa, md good trevelling campanions,

The explorer must take his food with hinm since game in
searee in the sountry, =nd the forests, where there are foreats do not
gontain mueh whioch is edible, ‘ater is equally difficult to find away
from the rivers, making necessary o guide if one wishes to leave the

weterwiys
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if a genreh i3 o be im tituted t‘cr Tol.Pavcett and his
companiona, it should be under the lesdership of some one who understands
the natives, The Inepectoria de I"mtmcnq aos Indios has many such exe
perienced men in its service,
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a number of years ago. That having been the second time that outsiders had
come into their country the incident was clearly remembered. Briefly, they
told of three white men who arrived at their village in the company of some
Anahukua Indisns who had guided them from their village on the Kuluseu to the
¥alapalu, a march of four days. The white men carried packs and arms, but no
presents for the Indians such as I had. The Kalapalu gave them food, biiju and
fish, and in the morning, having failed to dissuade the leader, the older man,
from his project, they ferried the three men across the Kuluene River. It was
explained to the Tndians thet by going east a large river wuld be reached where
large canoes could be found which would take the party home. The younger men
were ill and were suffering from Borachudo sores, and apparently were relue tent
to go any farther. Subsequently for five days the Kalapalu saw the asmoke of
the travellers, who apparently were blazing a trail through the high grass.
Tt is presumed that on the sixth day they reached the forest to the east, far
the smoke was not seen any more, Later a party of Kalapalu in search of piki
found traces of the camps made but not the white men.

This story was told in Kalapalu aided with pantomine for my
benefit, by two of the men that ferried the white party across the Kulene,
Two of my Bakairi canoemen understood the language and the story was translated
in Portugese to me, Mr. Rossi and I checked the story in every way possible.
Later, on the arrival of our plene we had occasion to fly over the region east
of the Kuluene and were able to check the smoke incident of the story.

From the Anajukua end my Bakairl I was able to gather the
details of the first part of the journey of the three white men. I was given
even a deseription of the oxen that Faweett used in travelling from the Bakairi

village to the Kuluseu where his Bakairi guide built canoes far him.
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In the major episoies my information carroborates the stary
of Dyott who searched for the lost explorers in 1928. THowever, the theory that
the Anahukua killed Col. Fawcett cannot be held, since he reached the Kalapalu
safely, and thus being outside of Anakukua territory he could not have fallen
victim to that tribe.
4 few words about the aboriginds and the country may not be
amiss. Both are little known. The aborigines, = I made contact with twelve
tribes -- are not cenkibals, nor are they head-hunters, - traits which incidentally
do not necessarily imply "badness”, As long as they are treated as human beings
and are shown respect for their customs, no harm is to be expected from them,
but if mistreated they will fight with enviable ecowrage; an exhibition of which
was given us on the occasion of ow flyin- over ome of their villages for the
first time, when the mn instead of mnning away fought the aerial monster with
the only weapons that they have, the bow and arrow. Ve found them very hospitable,
generous, honest, solieitous about our welfare, and anxious not to be in our way,
and immensely curious about our eivilization. Had we been able to converse in
a common languacze instead of merely pantomime amd through interpreters, we would
have spent many hours in conversation. They made good hosts, good guests at
our camps, and good travelling companions.
The explarer must take hig food with him since gane is scarece
in the country, and the forests, where there are forests do not contain much
which is edible. Vater is equally difficult to find away from the rivers, making
necessary a guide if one wishes % leave the waterways.
If a search is to be instituted for Col. Fawecett and his companions,
it should be under the leadership of some one vho understands the natives. The

Inspectoria de Proteccao aos Indios has many such experienced men in its service.
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;‘;z{o/m&itor' of the ‘ 7 %
day New York Times.
Dear S8ir:

Current interest ia the story reputed to have been told by a Swiss

"trapper® concerning the whereabouts and fate of Col. P. H. Fawcett urges me

to make public some information gathered in Matto Groseo while engaged in
archeological and ethnological field studies for the University Huseum during

1931. On one field trip to the headwaters of the Xingu River, becoming aware

that I had unknowingly followed Fawcett's trail, I collected what information

I could from the Indians who were suppliring me with the ethnological data

that I wanted. Mr. Arthur P. Rossi who was with me at the time, made careful
photographic records of the Indians and localities involved im the story. .

Although I always denied having any intention to make any organized
search for the lost English explorer, both before leaving New York and up to
the time that I left the last frontier town of Matto Grosso, I was pressed
with queries and entertained by numerous gentlemen with stories and theories
which claimed to solve the mystery. I jotted a few of them down, and now in
glancing over my notes I discover that in almost every case the story teller
was a Buropean immigrant, adventurer, who generally claimed to be perhaps a
scientist, an explorer, or engineer, doctor, etc. Though in newspaper reports
these men appear to have had many years of experience in Matto Grosso, all of
them without exception have never been outside of the modern towns in the
southern part of the states, or some nearby ranch. A number of these men
claimed to have had personal encounters with Col. Fawcett who is generally
represented as being -dressed in animal skins, long beard, ete., in short all
the traditional accouttement of the white man lost in the wilds. Furthermore
Col. Pawcett seoms to possess the extraordinary ability of being in many places
simultansously, for he is reported to the east, to the north, west, south, of
Cuyaba, at localities separated at times by as mnuch as a thousand miles, For
instance according to the author of a recent book dealing with a trip across
the Bolivian Chaco, news of him was obtained in that region, though it is
known that his last trip was to the headwaters of the Xingu some eight hundred
miles to the northeast in a straight 1ine. The fact that in passing from one
regién to the other one has to travees civilized territory of course does not
seem to make any difference. In the current story it is reported that he was
seen in the region between the Xingu and the Madeira rivers. The two rivers
are separatéd by some seven hundred miles of forests.

It is significant that although I had nmumerous conversations with
Brazilian officials, especially those comnected with the Inspectoria de
Proteccao aos Indios, -- Indian Service ~-- (the only men who have penetrated
beyond the frontier towns to any extent with the exception ofone or two foreign
explorers, and the only men permitted by the government to come in contact with
the aborigines), I find in my notes no account of a personal encounter of one
of these men with Col. Fawcett after he left Cuyaba.



March 22, 1932
Sunday New York Times.

¥hat information exists can be gathered from a number of sources,
namely, officials and employees of the Inspectoria, and the Commissao Rondon;
officials and employees of the Casa Orlando at whose ranch, Laranjal, Col.
Fawcett stayed on numerous occasions after returning from some field trip;
the Bakairi Indians collected in a village at Simoe Lopes, the Inspectori's
outpost which is not a fort but a school, Anahukua Indians on the Kuluseu River,
and Falapalu Indians on the Euluene River, both rivers being tributaries of
the Xingu. Undoubtedly Indian tribes living between the Kuluene and the Rio da
Mortes could add to the story, but no one has been in touch with them.

I realized that I had been following Col. Fawcett's trail when some
Ealapalu came to me to tell of the visit and departure of three white men a
nunber of years ago. That having been the second time that outsiders had come
into their country the incident was clearly remembered. Briefly, they told of
three vhite men who arrived at their village in the company of some Anahukua
Indians who had guided them from their village on the Kuluseu to the Kalapalu,
a march of four days. The white men carried packs and arms, bdbut no presents
for the Indians such as I had. The Kalapalu gave them food, biiju and fish,
and in the morningf to dissuade the leader, the older man, from
his project haﬂng failed, they ferried the three across the Kuluene River.
It was explained to the Indians that by going east a large river would be
reached where large canoes could be found which would take the party home.
The younger men were 111 and were suffering from borachudo sores, and apparently
were reluctant to go any farther. Subsequently for five days the Falapalu saw
the smoke of the travellers, who acparently were blazing a trail through the
high grass. It is presumed that on the sixth day they reached the forest to
the east, for the smoke was not seen any more. Later a varty of Kalapalu in
search of piki found traces of the camps made but not the white men.

This story was told in Kalapalu aided with pantomime for my benefit,
by two of the men that ferried the white party across the Kuluene. Two of my
Bakairi canoemen understood the language and the story was translated in
Portuguese to me. Mr. Rossi and I checked the story in every way possible.
Later, on the arrival of our plane we had occasion to fly over the region east
of the Kuluene and were able $to check the smoke incident of the story.

From the Anahukua and my Bakairi T was able to gather the details of
the first part of the journey of the three white men. I was given even a
deseription of the oxen that Fawcett used in travelling from the Bakairi village
to the Kuluseu where his Bakairi guide built canoces for him.
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Sunday New York Times.

In the major episodes my information corroborates the story of
Dyott who searched for the lost explorers in 1928. However, the theory
that the Anahukua killed Col. Fawcett cannot be held, since he reached the
Kalapalu safely, and thus being outeide of Amahukua territory he could not
have fallen victim to that tribe.

A few words about the aborigines and the country may not be amiss.
Poth are 1ittle known. The aborigines, - I made contact with twelve tribes -

.\ are not cannibals, nor are they hunters, - traits which incidentally do not

necessarilly imply "badness”. As long as they are treated as human beings and
are shown respect for their customs, no harm is to be expected from them, but if
mistreated they will fight with enviable courage; an exhibition of which was
given us on the occasion of our flying over one of their villages for the first
time, when the men instead of running away fought the aerial monsters with the
only weapons that they have, the bow and arrow. We found them very hospitadle,
generous, honest, solicitous about our welfare, and anxious not to be in our
way, and immensely curious about our civilization. Had we been able to converse.
in a common language instead of merely pantomime, we would have spent many hours
in eonversations. They made good hosts, good guests at our camps, and good
travelling companions. c

The explorer must take his food with him since game is scarce in the
country, and the forests, where there are forests do not contain much which is
edible. Water is equally difficult to find away from the rivers, making neces-
sary a guide 1f one wishes to leave the waterways.

If a search is to be instituted for Col. Fawcett and his companions,
it ghould be under the leadership of some one who understands the natives.
The Inspectoria de Protteccao aos Indios has many such experienced men in its

employ.
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British (Gonsulate (General
Philadelphia

80/32-Fil : ML April 4, 1932

My dear Sir,

I am greatly obliged to
you for sending me a copy of your statement
regarding the disappearance of Col. P. H.
Fawcett in Matto Grosso, Brazil.

I am transmitting this
information to London and to the British Consul
General at Rio de Janeiro and shall not fail to
take adventage of your kind offer of additional
data should the authorities wish to investigate
further points which you have raised.

Yours very truly,

Frudoniedl 0 Le

HeB.lM.Consul General.

Vincenzo Petrullo, Esg.,
The University lMuseum,
University of Pennsylvania,
Philadelphia, Psa.




July 14, 1932

Arthur R, Hinks, Eaqe.

Rioyal Ceographieal Society
Fensington Gore

LOnan. Se Vs "g Ensland

Dear Sir:

I am happy to know that the Royal Geographical Society finds my statement
concerning the ainappaaranco of Colonel Fawecett of intereste.

Cur still photographs taken from the air of the country in which Colonel

Fawcett disappeared are few and are not very good. Juring the flishts more attention
was paid to taking motion pictures. These latter amount to about a thousand feet and
are excellent. A number of frames could be enlarged from these, but this work has not
been done as yet. Therefare I am sending to you tw photosraphs which represent about
the best that we have on hand at present. Number D 87 shows the river Kuluene above
the mouth of the Kuluseu. Colonel Fawcett and his two companions erossed the Kuluene
two days days of cance travel above the section shomm. At that place the country is

no different topographically. I do not have at hand a print of the photozraph shown
in Plate IV, figure 1, of the publication referred to below. If it is of interest you
may eopy ite It shows the beginning of the plateau =~ the Brazilisn Chapadso -, looking
northward. In the foreground are waters of the Parsguay system. After leaving Cuyaba
Colonel Fawcelt travelled northward over this plateau to reach Simoe Lopes the Bakairi
post, snd then eastward and slirhtly nortlward to reach the Kuluesu river vhere he made
caboes. }

I am also seniing three other photographs which may be of interest to the
Society, and which may be published if you wish, Number DU 130 shows the west bank of
the Fuluene river at the point that the lost explorer embarked in Kalapalu eances to
eross to the east banke Two of my canoces are scen close to the banke D 209 shows a
typical villagme of the recion. The one shown is Yawalapiti. D 65 shows two of the
three men that ferricd Faweett's party acioss the Kuluene and who were nmy principal
informents, These two men are at my richt, (I am stending in the backeround)., The
other aboricene helped to check the story. He alac had seen the three white men.

I do not know vhat geographieal infarmation to add to what I have published
in the "useum Jowrnal, Vol., XXIII, To. 2, June, 1932, a copy of which has been sent
to the Societys I have published a map with it end if you wil! consult it, I am certain
that with the help of the statement that is in your hands it will be possible to trace
Favcett®s steps in a rough way. You will note that I make no mention of this matter
in the paper. The reason for tir omission is that I did not vish to attract undue
publicity in a matter that the press would attempt to eapitalize to the detriment
possibly of all who are scientifically interested in the regiocn. I may add that amny
material and any photographs that appear in the publication are at your ‘isposals

Should the Socie ty went a detailed deseriptive account of the country traversed
by Col, Fawcett, and a detailed account of his movements as I have them in my notes,
ineluding the various unauthentic stories that are current in Matto Crosso, md a
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discussion of various points that my statement raises, I shall gladly prepare the
article, and illustrate it with what pertinent photo rephs. Also should some group
actually be organized to conduct a search in a scientific memner and not as a
publicity stunt T shall be only too glad to assist with detail informatiom and what
advice I can rive.

T would 1ike to emphasize the following points in my statemonty

1. The American papers have been carrying the latest story of the finding of Col.
Faweett, by one Stephen Rattin, a Swiss trapper. This is the story that made me

decide to sen to the Iritish amthorities the statement that you have, though I
returned from Matto Crosso last November, If tle statement that Rattin is a trapper,
as reported, comes from him, it is sufficient to cast doubt as to the truth of the
roport. There is no traping in Matto Crosso, and if there wer: it would be done in .
the southern portion of the state, that is the cattle country, vhere came 1s plentiful,
not in the chapadao vhere there is very little. Ieast of all would it be in Indian
comirye.

2. T he met Faweett I can see no reason vhy he did not take him out with him
especially sinee it is claimed that the Colonel was anxious to be rescued.

3, If Rattin wes beyond-the outposts of the Inspectaria, amd the Telsgraph service,
the Brazilisn suthorities would know if it. In a newspaper report I reed that Cencral
Bondon gave no credence to Rattin's story.

4, An expedition undertakins the search should be led by a trained ield worker, one
whose profession is to work with primitive peoples. The aborigenes will tell nothing

unless their confidence is won, o bullying, no cosrcion, no unsympathetic method,

no ettitude of being on the brink of semsational advemture, will every exiract any in=
formation from them. They are keen and’ intel lipent, and brave. If antagonized one
will get nothing from themes If treasted sympathetically and respected ome will have no
trouble vhatsoever with them, That is my opinion. The kindness and frieniliness with
which I was received by the thirteen tribes that I encountered in Matto Crossc really
astonished me. I do not understend vhy amyone would have to fear thems ;

5. At comperatively little fineneilal cost the mystery could be cleared up for ever,
1f the expedition would earry with it Patience, and a scientifie objective; Scientifie
in the real sense and not in the sense enployed by the racketeering explorer that has
become cuch a nuisance to all scientific ield workers.

If I ean be of any service please consider me at the disposal of the Soclietye.
Tt may interesi you to kmow that I am beginninz to plan to return %o the country
possibly at the beginning of 1933, There are a nuber of tribes along the waters of
the Setembro river and the Rio das Mortes that I would like to visit. !y project will
be of course ethnologleal.

Believe m

Yours very truly



Secretary :

MRr. ARTHUR R. HINKS

C.B.E., F.R.S.

Vincenzo Petrullo, Esq. —”,//,/,//

ROYAL GEOGRAPHICAL SOCIETY

KENSINGTON GORE Tulsbbons
LONDON KENSINGTON 2648,
S.W.7 Inland Telegrams :

Cablegrams :
OBTERRAS, LONDON.

June 27th, 1932.

Dear Sir,

e have heard from the Foreign Office thet
through His Majesty's Consul-General et Philadelphia
you have very kindly given your consent to the
publication in the 'Geographical Journal' of your
statement referring to the disappearance of Colonel
Fawcett, and at the same time you have very kindly
of fered to furnish asdditional geographical information
upon this matter. I therefore write at once both to
thank you for your kind permission to publish the
statement and to say that we shall be very glad to
have any additional material for publication.

I was very much interested to see that your
information corroborates so satisfactorily up to a
point the trail followed by Ir. Dyott. That is the
more satisfactory since it 1s always difficult to
assess precisely the value of infor ation obtained by
interpreters and signs as so much a$'his was .

Pray accept our thanks for your kindness., You
would add to our gratitude if you were able to let
us have any photographs tacem from the air of the
country in which Fawcett disappeared.
Believe ne,

Yours very truly,

/Mary./—

OBTERRAS, SOUTHKENS, LONDON.



THE UNIVERSITY MUSEUM
UNIVERSITY of PENNSYLVANIA
PHILADELPHTIA

August 13, 1932,

Bruce Ingran, iSGe.
London iliustrated Hews
London

Englend

Dear Iir,

Enclosed please find article pronmised om
the disanpsararcs of Colomel Fawcett im liatto Grossn
Brazily and a list of photographs whish are being sent 1
to you under seprrate cover,

Should you wani %0 print any of the pigtures
that eppear in the publiosaion wprimitive Peoples
of kaito Grase", Univesity Museum publicatlom,=
Mudoum Journal, vel X(1ll, no, 24 7ou may do 50,

1 hops that the artiele and the prints
come Gp ¥o your voguiremenis,

sonsider me at your disposal if I e»n be
of further servics,

Yours truly,
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Concerning the disappearance of Colonel P, H, Fawcett
in Matto Grossoy Brazil,

That Brazilian exploraticn challenges the utwmost rescurces of eivilized man is
well attested by the long list of men who have lost thelr lives attempting it.
The pages of its history are filled with accounts of valory, hardihood, and all
that is goo im mankind, btut these pages often close with the mouranful testimony
that it has been of no avail, The hinterland continmes te take its toll of
huren life for evervy new section that is opemed to civilization, In recent
yveers with the disappearnce of Colonel Py He Fawcett and his two companions,
one of whom was his son, another tragie chenter has been prrily writien, Tho 3
lest pepes are blank swailing the revelation c¢f the end of the story thal
civilized man knows to-day,

Colonel Fawcett disappeared in the forest belt lying between theKhluens river,

which is a tributary of the upper Xingu, and the Rio das lieries, which flows

into the Araguaya, Both the Xingu and the Araguaya rivers are southern affluents

of the Amazon, This arca was tatally unkown prior te August 1831, when {we

flights were made over it by the plame of the liatto Grosco ixpedition, with

¥r, gy R, Fenimore Johnsox. asobserver, and ir, Arthur P, Rossi, photographer,

in addition to the crew of three, with Mr, Charles “orber as Ppilot, Nevertholess

our cbservations were of the prelimemary sort, and tell us merely thet the sountry

is forested to the morth and ocpen o the south, that = *unpoaed range 9* mouniains
cas not existy, and that there are few if any streams feowiug through it, ;e

flcw over the Oste de Cetembro river, marking its eourse, but failed to loc:

any aboriginel villages, which must be well hidden in the forests. Al sove

points we did sight emoke, but our limited supnly of gasoline prevented us

investigating its significance, Yet Colonel #awcett did not even have this

information at the time that he attempted ite exploration over land,

In the folklere of the country this region is the land of hidden snd lost fabulously
rich eivilizations, legendery gold mines, unconquerable aborignes, white Indians,
the Bal People deriving their nsme from their habit of withdrawing from the daylight
to cavesy, and in the folklore of the Bakairi the land of giants and pyguies,

It is said also that when the Jesuite were expelled from llatte “rosso they withs
drew %0 thie region where they have built a thriving wivilizetion, hidden away

from the rest of the worldes In our flights we saw nothing to suggest eny of

these things, 3

To the anthropologist it is pert of the tebieland of Yatte Grosso whose norihern

foreats harbor aboriginal tribes that are smong the wmeet primitive of South America,
Some of them ere still in the stone age, their culiurce unsuulied by any ‘

luropean conatet, ‘Their prigitiveness, and the purity of their aberiginsl

cultures dve to their isclation from the rest of the world protected es they

are by natural barriers ito easy penetration of the ir couniry, mckes cithem of
especial value to the student of primitive peoples,s It was to loarn soweiling

about these people and their instituti ns that brought me to the ecountry im 1331,

working in cooperation with the datto Grosso Lxpedition,

Colonel Fawcett during his sisny at Cuyabd , the capital of “atto Urosso, bui zlo
a frontier city beiween the develeped part of the state and the unexplored,

was aware oi the importance of the ares in the history of menkind, Undoubledly
he undertook his venture with the hope of making some contributiom 5o our
nowledge of the region,

He is well remembered at Cuyab4 where hs made many friends, Some of them are
still hopiful of his roturn, Through these friends ii{ is easy tc leurn of the
explorer's movements up to the iime of his departure for the fuluene river,

A part of the story cam be gathered from the Bakairi one of whun a@cenpaaitd hiﬂ i

s
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Concerning the disappesrance of Colonel P H.Fawcett
in llatto Grosso, Brazil.

Thet Brazilian exploration challenges the utmost resourees of civilized man
ig well atlesied by the long list of men who have lost their lives attempting
it. The pages of its history sre {illed with asc:ounts of wvalor, hardihood,
end all that is good in menkind, but these pages often close with the mourn=-
ful teztimony that it has been of no avail, The hinterland continues to take
its toll of human 1life for every new section that is opened to civilization,
In recout years with the disappearance of Colonel P,Hefawcett and his two
companions, one of whom was his son, another tragie chapter hos been partly
written, The laslt pages are blank awaiting ihe revelation of the end of the
story that no civilized men knows to-day,.

Colonel Pawcetl disappesred in the forest belt lying between the Kuluene river,
which s a tributery of ihe upper Xingu, and the Rio das liortes, which flows
into the Araguaya, Both the Llingu and the Araguaya are southern af{luents

of the Amazon, This ares was totally unknown prior to August 1931, when with
an amphibian plane of the Mutto Urosso sxpediiion, twe flighls were made over
it, the writer being accompauied by kire Lel.fenimore Johnson as ebserver,

lire Arthur P,Rlossi as photograupher, in addition to the erew of three wen, with
ire, Charles Lorber as pilot, Neverithelees, our observations were of & prelim=-
enary nature, and iell us merely that the country is forested to the north

and open Lo ihe southy that & supposed range of mountaine dces not exist, and
that there are few stresms [lowing through it, Ve flew over the Sete de
Setembrs rivery, marking its coursey but failed to locate ddp aboriginal ville
ages, which must be well hidden in the f{oreste, At several peints we did
sight smoke, but our limited supply of gasoline prevesnted us from investigating .
its signilicance, Colonel Fawcett did not even have tuls meagre information
at the time that he alttempled its exploratiom overland,

Ian the folklore of the country, this region is the land of lost fabulously
rich eivilizations, legendary gold mines, unecnquerable aborigenes, white
Indianay the But people, who derive their name from their habit of withdrawing
from the d-ylight to caves, and of glants ani pygmies, It ig said elso th=t
when the Jesuiis were expelled from Matto lrosss, they withdrew to this region
where they heve built a thriving civilization, hidden *; .y from the rest of the
worlds In our flights we saw nothing to suggest any of these things,

To the anthropologiai, it is meraly part of the tableland of katts Gross

whose northera forests hairbor aboriginal tribes that are amomg thec most prim-
itive of Couth Jmericas JSome of them are still in the stone age, their cult=-
ures uLL“_,*ad by any qaropoan contacts Natlural borriers have kept the region
isolated from the rest of the world, making it possible for its inhcbitants

to keep to their priaitive ways and {o comserve their racial and cultural
puritys

Colonel rawcett, during hisg stay at Cuyabd, a frontier e¢ity which is the caspital
of llatto Grossos was aware of the imporiance of the area in tho history of
mankind, Undoubtedly he undertook his venture with the hope of making some
contribution to our knowledge of the region,

He is well remembered at Cuyabd where he made mony frmends. Sone of them are



still hopeful of his return, Through these friends it is e2sy to learnm of the
explorer's movements up to the time of his departure for the luluene river,
A part of the subseguent story ean be gathered from the Boksairi, one of whom
ccompanied him to the Kuluseu river, From thet point his trail cam be picked
up by inquiriag of the Anahukue who guided him to the Kslepalu village on the
Kuluene river, The Kalapalu ferried him across to the east bank, where he
plunged into the forest, intending to resch the Ric das liortes znd then descend
to the Amazon and home, Fut his trail has not been followed beyend the Kuluene
river, The aborigenes inhebiting the foresis beyond this point cam doudbtless
add mere threads io the siory, but no one has been in contacti with them, It
remains for a future expedition to lesrn the final episodes, In an article
published by the Noyal Geographie Sociely, I have recounted how 1 was able to
gather the itnle, after I had discovered thai unknowingly I had followed almost
step by step the trail of t e lnglish tric to the Kuluene river,

Of eourse South America is filled with men who.profess to know exactly where the
lost explorers are to be found, On my way to and from Latto Grosso, I met

many of themy all of whom stend ready to lead an expedition to rescue the Colomel,
Lhay feel bitter toward the Brazilian government for its refusal to put faith

in their stories.and to supply the necessary fundsand graant the necessayy per-
mission o enter the Indlan territory, If all these gentlemen tell the truth,
Colonel Faweeti must possess the unusual ability of appeering at one time in

many places separated by hundreds of miles of forests and waste lands, ile has
been encouniersd by these men near the Araguayas, near the liadeira, and even in
central Bolivia! Perheps. thers are many lest Colomel Fawseits, or perhaps some
explanation for this phenomenon can be fouand in his knowledge of spiritualism,

i one talks Lo these men, iwo things stand owis upon careful questioning it

is discovered that they have never been beyond the frontier towns, and that they
do most of thelr talking =t a good distance from anyone who knows anything

about the couniryes All of the men that I met who entertained me with such stories
were recent Turopean immigranis to South America, No responsible official or
oeven ordinary employee of the Inspectoria de Protecgdo aos Indics who are the

the only ones to be in fouch with the aborigenes that are still in the wild state,
profess to have seen or to have heard of ithe whereabouis sf any member of the

lost group,

However -~ometimes some of these adventurers with 5lib tongues, manags to atlirset
the attention of the press ani tell their s¢01y 1o the outside world. There
seens Lo be a ;ﬁhﬁur that is followed feithfully, Colonel Fawccit ie met inthe
Jungles with a long beard, and wearing animel skims, and gives the information
that he is the captive of the aborigenes (the name of the irbbe is nevar given)
and he Vegs the hunier or prospector or trapper that has found him, te report

his plight te the British authorities, Apparsntly the Colonel refuses to be
rescusd in prOCa;o styley for he never ha: walked out with any of these men,but
haz imsisted that a proper ecxpedilion be sent in after aimy to be led by the
story tu#*er. I suppose il ie insisted thal radio, metiom pictures paraphernalia,
form part of the expedition equipment, and that proper publieity attend the move=
ments of the outfit,

The exploitation of 1his human tragedy has been persistent ever since Bhe
friends if the lost men became apprehensive of their saféty, Rucantiy another
gtory attracted the atliention of the publice The informant was described as

a trapper (of what, in that couairy?), It is sipgnificant that General Candide
Yariane da Silva Aondon who knows Matto Grosso better than any man living,



refused to be convineed, Yel later the press ca'ried the news that an expedition
w=8 orgenized in Kio de Janeiro on the basis of this story, and two others have
left for Brazil with the sume project, one from inglend and one from the United
Stetes, I am acquainted with the porsormel of the Americen expedition, Their
original plan which I am cerdiain they have nos foregone, was to make commercial
films of /mazonian 1life with the usuel emount of sensationalism, However ag

soon ae this story wes published the expedition became a Fawcett relief expedition,
which ammouncement moy have helped to £il11 its coffers with the money that was
lacking before,

imong the friends of Colomel Faweett and his two companions speculation as tothe
probability of their bheing alive must be peramount, Let us sonsider thess faotss
The difficulties of travelling in the sountry are very great, Gems is scarce

and sc is water, especially when marching awsy from the rivers, and yet the three
men carried no food with them, and they had no guides, The two younger men were
ill, The region is peopled with wmmfriendly natives, Tn all probobility, the
Kalapalu would know of the existence of white men in the region were they alive,
yet they do noty nnd explain that they have fallen victims to the Kay=pb, one

of &

the triber that inhoblt the rogion,and with vwhom they are not on friendly terms,
To bnlance this it muct be remembered that Colonel Faweetd wes experisnced an d

LN
resourceful,
On the faels that T know I ean formulate no explsnetiom that is worth anything
in my own mind, My only suggestion is thet the eborigenes of the region know
the slory and thal it can be gotten from them, if the proper amount of patience,
tact, and time are emploved, '

The University luseum 1s planning an expedition te the region, to eontinue ethe
nological end archeologicnl inveetigation, It is rrovosad %o establish a base
x

on the outskirts of this ares, and to meke excur ions to the villages that can
be locateds Irobably about eight momths will be spent actually in the field,
There are many seerets that these people possess that the ethnologist wanta,
FYortunately, with the aid of Fakalri interpreters-= there are only two of them
who know some of the langusges of the Kuluene peopliesy~nnd some ‘alcpelu whe
cpezk come of the lamguages of the forest sbhorikenes, it will be pvssibtle for
the ethnologist to cerry on his investigntions, In *the event 'thaet the inter-
preters fail him he will have to learn the languege or langunges himsolf,
Perhape, too, in the course of such investigations he can gutner furdher infor=-
metion sbout the story of Colonel Fawcett, In all probzbility he will have a

A

better chance at arriving at the truih than ithe soldier of fortunes since it
ie his profession to extract from primitive peoples informatiol of the mast
intimste sorts If these plans materialize, the expedition will loave sometime
atl the beginning of 1933, N

Ve Mo Potrulle :
Unlversity luseun R
1 University of Pennsylvania .
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London Illustrated News,

Deseription of photcgraphs,

D 654 D 87, D 130, D 2094 are copies of the prints published by the Hoyal
Geographic Seclety.

330 =-Aerisl view of the region drainced by the headwalers of the lingu,

216--Saction cemetery exeavated in Southern Natio Grosso ( Descevaldos)

D2T=-Type of the Kuluene region, (Tsuva, reported Byr the first time )

D 32-Type of the Vulusew, (Annhulue women, Col, Fawcett spent some time ai their villags

D 55 = inlusne type, (Kuilkutl)

D 48 ~Kuluene tyvez ( ¥alapalu)

D 53= Xuluene tyne, Wateiug the whte men betho and use soep,.

D 27- Aborigenes encamped with the expedition, Cnees over reverzl hundred

encampod with us on the most friendly terme,

D 76- Aleike, headman of the Anahukwa, He guided Col, Fawcett to the Kalapalu

. villages V. Ve Petrullo is attempting coversation wiilh him, Commander

4 Dvott has suggested th t he Bs the one that killed Fawcett.

83-8hooting fish with bow and arrow on the Kuluene

84~ The exact spot on the east bank ofthe Kuluene that Col, Fawcetl landed
when ferried scross by the Kalapelu from the opposite bank,

174-Preparing menioc farina, Kuluene region,

200~ ¢ polygenous femily, ‘awalapiti

206= lieeting with aborigenes on the Kuluene,

X 46= Aboriginal village im the foreet, (Yawalespiti) { from the air)

Any of the abowe photographs moy be used ¢ I eddition any that epear im

the publication, “Frimitive Pecples of Matte Grosso Brazil" by %he 7, i, Istrulle

that may be wanted, may be copisd, ( University luseum, THE NUSRUM JOURNAL,

Coo L=

E vol, XX1ll, no. 2.)
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Following his return from Brazil Mr, Vincent Petrullo, Univer-
sity Museum representative onAthe ligtto Grosso Expedition, had much
to tell of a country hitherto unexplored by white man.

" In a region where the Indian natives liveg under the most prim-
itive conditions imaginable, " lr. Petrwllo says, " where fishing is
done with a bow and mrrzwm arrow and a spear,and the line and hook are
unknown,x we opened two archaeological sites. Descavaldos, where our
excavatlon
Exzmextisw work took place, 1s in south western Brazil, clese—to—the
banks of the Paraguay River, Although the sites at which we dug are

under water for many months during each year, we found nevertheless

some rare and interesting mmikexx pottery and two different types of
burial. Cur&eus%y-ene&gh—a:gnt:masrfbuné averwthe head“ﬁf“ﬁné‘ﬁf‘fﬁé

T g ot R : *”‘f s ot
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" Later, accompanied by lir. Samuel Hoopes and Mr. E.R. Femimore

Johnson, jle sponsors of the expedition, we made two survey fllgnts
over the region we proposed to exnlore."* et

" Together with Riftew Indians and native Brazilians we then went
overland to the headwaters of the Kuluseu River. A visit to the var-
ious tribes that people thq banks of the'Knluseu revealed the fact
that although they differ in language and physical type they possess
practicaliy the same material eculture. They live by fishing, the XEL®
gathering of wild fruits and the cultivation of manioe. The hook and
line is unknown the fish either being speared or shot with the bow =
and arrow, "

M The living conditions of these yximix people is of the most xxx
primitive nature. Communal huts are the rule and although the nights
are very cold the natives wear no clothing., They sleép naked, having
only the fire which they build by thkek their hammocks to warm them,
Their hammocks xk= they alwéys take with them, even if they are only



going away £xf from the village for a short time, "

" Qur descent of the Kuluseu was marked by a stroke of misfortune.
Three of our canoes, carrying more than half of our baggage and food,
upset. Practically nothing was recovered and had it not been for the
kit help of the xx friendly Mihinaku tribe X our party would have
been faced with serious difficulties., "

4 xx

" We managed finally to make contact with our plane and arrange-
ments were made with lir., Johnson to return in three weeks with fresh
supplies of food. Mr, Arthur Rossi, who had accompanied Mr, Johnson
on his flight as aerial photographer, remained with me when he learn-
ed that I had lost my photographic equipment. His results, both with
the still and motion picture camera, should prove of inestimable value
as a record of living conditions among the primitive Brazilian tribes."

" Taken as a whole the trip was eminently successful. Important
archaeological material was recovered in the shape of a most inter-
esting style of pottery and ample opportunity was affored us to study
2 mirixaily mxkxewx kExriiory mioom x at close range a primitive

people in a virtually unknown territory. "



$ A% Outline of the activities in Matto Gross
% ‘
Obened two archeological sites at Descavasldos, close”fo the
banks of the Paraguey river. Excavation was difficult and the
materizl found wes badly preserved. Being located in the ves
pantanel the sites are eevered under weter for e many months
e=ch ye&ﬁ. The sites showed two diferent types of buri=l.
Visited & village of the western Bororo where I had the e
opportuni+v of obser@ving some ofthe native ceremonies.
later visited the Bororo on the upper Sao Lorenzo griver
Lccompanied by Mr. Samuel Hoopes and lir. E..R. Feﬁ%more
Johnson, backers of th expedition, made two smrney flights over
the region thet later was studied by a land party. These*flights
were &fde for the purpose of loclating & 1andin3 site for the‘-h
plane on tue hezwaters of the Xingu. The second trip was succes—
ful the spot chosen being some three hundred and fifty miles
noruhe st of Cuyabe.

Tent overland with fifteen men, Indians and native ThNm3
Brazilians_to the headwaetrs of the Kuluseu river, and zfter =mi
naking seven bark cences descended the Kulugeu river,

_ Visited the vorious tribes thet peple the banks of
thie river and the Kuluene,eleven in number, find nc hat they
differpdh poth in langusze wgd physical tyre , but they 8 Sefs
10558555( practically the terial culture.

These Indians 1iv g, gethering @€ wild fruits
and the cultivation of wil

Fishing is by b

ishing with 1in

T Iive in communal
well constructed. :
The b;-‘0uﬁgs never left behind, no matter if they

L . spear, and traps.
§ and hook is unknovn
hute wh ch are large and remarkably ¥

cre *oin goway from e village for a short time. J&ﬁ&
6a Although the ni~MJ re very hold and domp they B
noy-a lothing.. They sleep nesked, hzving only fire w ich

by

they the hammocks to keep them warm.

In the deSVert cf the Kuluseu three cances 3arrving
over half of the bzggage and Tood upset. Practically nothing was
recovered and were it not for the help of the friendly ! iﬁin”ku
tribe the party would, been faced with great difficultie

Contact was finally made with the plane, and rr ﬂn*ewe&ka
made with Mr. Johnson to return in three weeks, the plene

to bring fresh suprlies of food. ,

Hr. Arthur Rossi who had accompaniedir., Johnson in the
flight to take aerial phtographs of this ractically unknown regioMN
rexained with me when he learned thot I hed lost my phtographic :
records and egqujpment. His resylts with the still and.ﬁmwﬁnwgﬁilr««#ﬁm«,
picture cameras will provebf great value. , "

Afempted to explore the Sete de Settenbre river but I
to turn back. Later with lMr., Johnson flew over the entire cou:
of the river. I
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Outline of aActivities of Matto
Grosso Expedition to Cemfral

Part of South America en the
border of Brezil and Rolivia,
Delivered by Capt. V, Perfilieff,
General Uirector ot‘%xpedition and
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I% is a great pleasure to have this opportunity to
talk to all of you, through the National Broadcasting
Co., which has been kind enough to invite other members
of the Expedition and myself % tell you of our proposed
activities in the Jjungles of South imerica.

We ere leaving very sobn - in faect, we sail December
26th, on the £,8. "Western World" of the Wunson Line,
whioch will take us from New York to ldontevideo, Uruguay,

Now I will tell you who WE are, so thet you will not
confuse us with the famous "We" of Colonel Lindbergh, ¥We
are less femous, although we hope to achleve at least part
of the deserved recognition whioh Colonel Lindbergh received,
Ve will not fly at a wonderful speed in the air, but will
orawl slowly through the dense jungles of iatto Grosso.

By the way, thet will be the neme of our expedition - The
Metto Grosso Lxpedition - Matto being the Portuguese for
forest and Grosso meaning thiock, enormous. In other words,
we are making an expedition to the tremendous forests lying
og the border of Bolivia at the upper pert of the Paraguay
fiver,

After we reach lMontevideo, we will transfer our baggage
to the regular river boat and sail up first the Parena and
then the Paragusy River, making a« total of 2,500 miles,
before we reach the little town of Corumba from where an-
gthor small boet will teke us to the headquarters of the

xpedition, which will be established et = place called
Descalvados, There will be in all eight men leaving from
New York and 14 dogs, who will be our companions and helpers
on our enterprise,



Two other members of our Expedition will speak to you
\ (today or some other time), one on the subject of the animel
'1ife of the central part of South imerica and the natiwe Indian
trives, and the other on the ethnological, anthropological and
archaeological work which the expedition plans to accomplish,
The first one to speak to you will be Mr. Alexander Siemel,
our Field Director and the second will be lir. Vincent Petrullo
of the Department of Anthropology of the University of Penn~
sylvania, who is being sent with us by the University Muse
of the University of Pennsylvanie, -

I will give you just a brief outline of what we are planning
to do. It is really a little bit embarrassing to speak of what
we will do. I would much rether tell you about what we have done,
However, if you will be sufficiently patient to wait one year's
time, we will be happy to talk to the audience of the National
Broadcasting Co. after our return and tell you about what the
expedition has accomplished,

our main object is to make & sound moving picture of the
1ife of the native Indien tribes and of the animals that live
in the Jjungles of latto Grosso.

Our next objeet is to make ethnological collections of
the little known Indian tribes snd to do anthropological research
emong the natives.

We plan to have sufficient material on our return to New
York to lecture on the activities of the Expedition.

Another of our objects is to bring back live specimens of
animels, birds and fish which do not already exist in the Zoo-
logical Gardens or acquariums of this country. Take for example
the little Piranha fish which live in the Amazon River and its
tributaries, as well as the upper part of the Paraguay River,
These fish ere comparatively small in size, being from 5 to 12
inches long, but have exceedingly sharp teeth with a protruding
lower jaw. They have a peculiar power which ensbles them %o
sense blood in the water and at its first appearance hundreds
and thousands of them attack the victim so that in a very short
time nothing remains except the bones. One German sclentist
experimented with the body of a dead hog. He placed it in the
water end eight minutes later, took out nothing but the bare
skeleton., Mr., Siemel, our Field Director, who has spent 10
years in the jungles of South America, also made an experiment
with & dead crocodile 9 feet long. The Piranhas could not bite
through the hide, but as the tall had been chopped off before
the erocodile was plsced in the water, the fish worked their
way into the body and in 28 minutes there was nothing left but
the hide and the bones. In fect, the teeth of the piranha are
so sharp that the natives dry out the heads of these fish,
clean the jaws and then use them for clippers to cut their hair.
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I personally am planning to do a considerable smount of
painting of the natives and life of the jungles.

We are carrying with us a short weve radio outfit so as
to be in touch with the world.

We are proud to say that the Ixplorers Club of America has
lent us their flag No. 34, which is a great privilege and honor,
Among the explorers who have carried this flag recently are
Admiral Byrd who took it with him to the Antarctic, Mr, William
Beebe who carried it on his expeditions, Mr, Bo{ Chapmen Andrews
who brought it to the Mongolian Tibbet, Dr, Dickie who had it
with him on his Expedition to the Orinoco River in the lNorthern
part of South America and Capt. Bartlett who flew the flag
around Greenland. Several other members of the Explarers Club
have carried this flag which has always been to all of them a
symbol of untiring energy in the research in not sufficiently
known and entirely unknown countries snd peoples and an emblem
of pride to the United States for what their scientists and
explorers have achieved.

I am sorry that my time has been so short, but aanyhow my
mein idea was to give you but & brief outline of what we plan
to do. Ve all hope thet the members of the Matto Grosso Exped-
ition will talk a%ain to you one year from now through the same
station of the National Broadcesting Co.

I thank you very much,

ek



