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Mr. Vincenzo Petrullo, the Museum's field director for
South American research, wars sent to Venezuela in July 1933 to
survey and study the ethnological and archaeological problenms
and oppoftunities offered by the country, «nd to carry oat
field research if the conditions permitted., Mr. Petrullo has
just returned from Venezuela after an absence of nine monthe,

Scientific research, reports Mr. Petrullo, is receiving
the enthusiastic support of the government and the people at
large at the present time, TFavored vwith the kindest coopera-
tion of the Venezuelan authorities, ecientists, and the people
ae a whole, ¥r., Petrullo was able to carry out his program
euccesefully, At the end of the rainy season, following the
suggestion of Dr. Alfredo Jahn, he made a field estudy of a
tribe of Indiang called the Yaruros, & tribe known by name but
never studied before,

Below he gives a personal account of his experiences anc
digcoveries while living with these people who are nomads roali-
ing over the extensive open plains of Apure in search of roots,
geeds, and game; wandering up wnd down the rivers in search of
crocodiles, turtles, and their egge; @i.d {fishing., A series of
extraordinary events led to his acceptance by thege people as
one of themselves but in some way related to their Gods. The
breaking down of the suspicious reserve generally existing
toward strangers and all civilized peoples mace il possible to
obgerve and study intimately their religion and social organ-
jzation. They addrese him as "older brother", placing him in
the same category as one of tkeir @ods who appears in their
legends as a culture hero and the Prometheus., Mr. Petrullo ad-
dresses the Yaruros as "younger brothers and younger sisters®.
, ¥r. Petrullo brought back, also, a representative col-
lection of objects made and used by the Yaruros in their daily
life and ceremonial occasione,

pPersonal Account of Mr, Petrullo's
Txperiences With The Yaruros

: »The region lying between the Apure and the Meta rivers,

- {both of which are western tributaries of the Orinoco), is in-
habited today by the Yarur) and Guahibo Indians. Ofher peoples
have disappeared. Over a good portion of the area catile rais-
ing has been carried Hn succeesfully, and as a consecuence

there are scattered about pioneers, most of whom are descendants
aof 0ldé Spanish and Indian stock, The Indians naturally resent
the gradual occupation of their country and particularly with

' the "uahibae friendly contact is very difficult., :

At orie place called Tl Buron I'met the first band of
Yaruros., I 'stayed with them a few days, but since most of the
‘Men were away T moved on to the river where I was informed there
were several larger groups. From tais point on I traveled only
with Indians, and soon afterwards settled with a group of them
on a vaet sand beach expoe d by the withdrawal of the watlers
of the Capanaparo, living with them intimately, eating their
food, and because of illness, completely in their care, The
emall quuntity of food that I had brought with me was given 1o



K
;he?, and after that was exhausted we shared the products of the
unt,

"The Yaruros call me ‘elder brother' now, but not ss at
first, Then I met the first group, no friendlimess waes shown
towards me, and I found a resistance on their part to any at-
tempt that I made to break down their reserve, E8trangers that
have come among them apparently have not trewted them well, and
as mentioned above, there is a certain amount of resentment
that their lands are being occupied by the pioneers., However,
one night, this resistance disappeared, and from then on they
accepted me as a relative,

"1t happened that I went to their camp on a sand beache--
a camp consisting of numerous small sticks plantec in the sands,
a few baskets, water QJjars, bows and arrows, placed about, and
a number of small fires, over which wcre roasting crocodiles
and turtles. The Yaruros construct no housesg, living in the
open; during the day they protect themselves from the sun by
planting a few branches of trees in the pand which give a thin
shade. I went among them at sunset, tried to engage them in
conversation, and failing to do so, sat down watching the camp
l1ife, and listening to the roar of the howling monkeys brought
to ug in waves by the wind. Soon it wae dark, and as the stars
began to move across the sky I attempted to converse with then
but without much succees,

"At last following a whim T asked for a gourd rattle,
and ealling one man over to me who appeared to be the chief I
sang a number of songs, accompaBying myself with the ratile,
and explaining that these songs were Indian songs. He listened
carefully and soon became interested. A numoer of his men sur-
rounded us and also commented on the similarity between their
gongs and those I was singing.,

"I stopped and we conversed in & more friendly spirit.
S0on the chief who huppened to be the 'medicine uan' or priest,
also picked up the rattle, sat down facing the eagt, and gaye-
ing to me that since I had sung for him he would ging for me,
he began a most beasutiful chant. His people joining in the
epirit of the oceasion soon had joined us and we sing ad
danced all night, the music becoming more and more intense,
more and more beautiful as the night wore on, The dancing be-
came more spirited, and we sang amnd danced until sunrise with-
out reeting, on the sand beach in the moornlight in truly prim-
jtive style. In the morning I noticed that their attitude
toward me had changed, and soon I was told why.

"Mhe medicine man had realized that I knew something about
Indian religion and that I was sympathetic toward them and their
culture., Puzzled, he sought an explanation from his Gods, and
he was told that T wae a relative of the Gods, that I knew a
great deal about them, that I lived close to their abodes, that
T had come among the Yaruros merely to vieit thenm in a friendly
gpirit, and that I loved them as my brothers. Thus, through a
religious performance and through religious revelation, I re-
ceived a pasesport which opened to me the hearts of my hosts.

"Ae a result T was able to study their religion, social
organization, ethics, etc. since they were more than anxious to
talk to me about the things they had been most reticént about
pefore, They also sought information about me, my family, mg.
people, and ou¥ religious practices, Underctanding that I want-
ed to know everything, they warked patiently with me day and



night, sleeping but little, und even going hangry, since they
preferred talking with me to hunting, _

"My reputation spread, and as I moved down river I found
the other Yaruros more than willing to talk with me. More re-
ligious ceremonies were held, and the Gods often came at night,
and greeted me through the medicine man whoee body they entered
while his epirit went to their land. They even brought me news
that my own people were well but grieving over my long absence.
It wag in vain that T tried to explain that I was not related
to the Gods. The Tods had spoken, and the Gods were right ac-
cording to the Yaruros.

"I stayed with them until the end of March, and during
this time they took excellent care of me. It happened that for
a month T was unable to walk, so they did all they could to make
my vigit comfortable and profitable., The best food was mine,
and they went to special trouble to obtain delicacies for me,
In the meantime they made various articles for me to take buck
when I should go away, as presents to my people. The medicine
men never left me, being anxious as I wnas to talk about their
customs and exchange religious lore. We communed with the Gods ,
we investigated together the mysteries of oup universe, and the
principles governing this 1life and the next. They who in their
economic culiure must be considered to be about the most prim-
itive of the extant South American aborigines have indeed a
moet poetic concept of the Universe., Day and night they are in
intimate touch with their Gods and their dead ancesctors. Theirs
| is not a miverse of fear, but one of quiet understanding and
- of hope.

*®ue Yaguros believe that in the beginning there was :
nothing, and that there appeared Kuma, a female Goddess who cree-
ated everything. Other Gode appeared later, Humanity is de-
scended from them, and the Yaruras congidered themselves child-
ren of Kuma., ©Some of the descendante of the Gods mated with the
anaconda and the jaguar, and from this mateship sprang the Yarue
ros. A grandson of Kuma by a trieck gave fire to humanity,

"Marriage is strictly regulated among the Yaruros, and
there is an obligation on the part of everyone to marry. There &ﬁﬁv v
are neither spinstere nor bachelors. A man must marry -_ﬁQAL%kﬁy
the dﬁubhtantthﬁr&seb:&thea@ but he ié prohibited from marrying . ¢ (]
either the daughters of a sister of his mother or a brother of g'f“”ﬂ_
hie father. These girls ne consicers as sisters to nimselr, Mgy
and calls them by that title. Thus a man muet marry his cousin, fopolhii
Polygamy is practiced, a man marrying two sisters, but this can %
happen only if there are not enough men, or if a woman's hus- 1
band dies, when her brother-in-law is pbligated to take cure of
her, although she must wait a year before marrying again.

' "A man looks to his uncle for instruction, that is the

mother's brother, who is his future father-in-law, and on mariy-
ing the daughter the son-in-law goes to live with the parents
of hipg wife; that is, he hunts with the uncle who is algo the
father-in-law, A son-in-law is not permitted to talk to or even
la0k at his mother-in-law, although they must take care of each
other., If they are in camp together they sit facing away from
each other, and if there is necessity to speak to each other they
have to do so through a third person, The same applies to the
daughter-in-law and the father-in-law.

"There is a dividion of labor. Food is plentiful but it
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] 1f'tp be hunted and gathered., Therefore, the men occupy them-
‘gelves with the hunt, and the women with the gathering of root.>
and fruit, the cooking , the weaving of basketry, the making
of pottery. The men with hunting, cance making, hammock
weaving, ete. Both sexes are busy all of the time, Food does

not fall in their mouths and they work very hard,

The ¥aruros have never been siud ied before. Linguisti-
cally they are not affiliated with any other group of Indians
and as ig $ke- seen from the above they must take their place
among the most primitive people of the world., Thus by an
extraordinary religia s experience of the shaman, permmitting
my living smong them with safety, and on intimate t erms,
it proved possible to bring back invaluable information on a

most interesting people.®




Aruba, D U,I., deril 15,4934.

Mre James Petrullo,
¢/6 American Consulate,
Caracas, Venezuela,

My dear Mre Petrullo:

When you left last year for Vepesumda mmd I saw you &t the University
Museum in Philadelphia, little did I think that I would be in these
regions egain so soon. I got your address before I left New Yarl mm

+tha 20th of March from Miss Frances Jeffres, a friend of my wife,who

is also a friend of your sister., Singe I sm *his close to your present
field of activities and very much interested in them I am baking this
opportunity to get in touch with jou.

We moved to New York £raa Philadelphia in Octobur iast year and I
took a semesier's work ot New York University. This spring, however,
my funds were running low so I went and found a conneotion again with
the Standard 0il Company. They send me down here to Aruba where they
have a bpg refinery and I am supposed to stay here at least 18 months.
My wife is still in New York. It will teke a while be fore I get a
family house here. The company is building them as fast as they can
but there is a long weiting list,

The climate om this island is about as perfect as it can be in the tropics.
Lovely swimming, sailing, temnis, baseball, dancing, shooting and

movies are some of the recreational possibilities provided by nature

and the company. The@rade winds, the sea and imported food from the

U.S. make it almost a health resort. If you are sick of Venezuela come
here for a vacations If I remember correctly I heard your sister say

that you did not feel too well at the beginning last fall.

I am planning to run down to Maracaibo of§ one of our Lake Tankers but
it will be a while yet before I'll be able to get time off for that.
Have you been down there yet? How is your work progressing? I am
very intewsted if end how you have approached the Mgtilones. The New
York Times has had some rather discouraging articles on the Mptilones
activities recently.

I hope there will be soon an opportunity of us getting together.

Sincerety yours

/4::7L”h2/€? :Sj/7qcz/££L<5KJ//

Karel Sicha,
¢/o Lago 0il & Tramsport Co.,Ltd.
Aruba, Dutch West Indies,



FACULTY RESEARCH COMMITTEE

Office of Secretary
108 College Hall

April 16, 1934,

My dear Mr. Petrullot

I see by the daily press
that you have returnedﬁfrom your expedition
in South America. Welcome home?

The purpose of this note is
to remind you that June 30, 1934 is the date of
expiration for your Grants No. 126 and 139, If
on that date there is a balance in the grant,
it will pe returned to the Speecial Research Fund
unless you apply for extensions, giving a brief
summary of the progress to date, and the balance
in the grant.

Cordially yours,

.

e S« Oborly
Secretary



MADELIN BLITZSTEIN - 822 SOUTH 16TH STREET - PHILADELPHIA

April 17, 1934.

Dr. V. Petrullo
University Museum
Philadelphia

Dear Dr. Petrullo:

I read a short notice in the paper to the
effect that you have returned from South
America with some very interesting find-
ings.

I should like to know whether I may come
out to see you and find out some of the
results of your trip. I should like

to write a story about your trip for

the NEA Service, the Scripps-Howard
syndicate,

If youwill let me know a time and date

that are convenient to you, I shall be

very grateful. ;

With thanks for your attention, I am
Sincerely,

Madelin Blitzstein
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April 18, 1934

lre. Avthur P. Ressi,
43 Parragut Avenue,
Providence, Re 1.

Dear Art:-

I bhave just returned from Venezuela after whati i
consider & very successful trip. I was sorry you were not able to
stay with me; you would have enjoyed ite

Mre Jayne has been very busy and has had some €ye
trouble, with the resulis that some things have gone wnattendeds
I should like io know several things, such as whether you have
received your cheque, how much film we have sold o Pathe, and the
price that it brought, who bas the rest of the negative and tue
copy of the print, etes I find slso in looking over the prints
of the still pictures that several are missing, such as tLose that
wo had enlarged for Phelps. I should like to have copieg of those
also sk®e a5 they were especlally interesting and beautiful. 1
should like to know wao has the negatives of all of the prints.
Probably, if you have the time, I shall ask you to enlarge some of
them for use I brought back with me about eighty negatives.which

. have been developed, which though not artistically beautiful, are of

great interest to us. I sbould like lo have you work on these
negatives to make up a set or several seis for us and to enlarge
most of theme Do you have the time? I was able 0 take about 500
feet of motion picture film, which kas not been developed as yols

I shall let you know how it turns outls

 Hany people in Carecas saked about you and senl their
best regards. Reccive my own and esmeuse the brevily of this nole.
I am tied up with a great deal of work that needs t0 be attended to
immediately. I should appreciste immediste reply to my questionse

As ever,



Dr.A. T, Poffenberger

Chairman, Division of Anthrovology
and Psychology

National Research Council

Washington, D. C,
Dear Dr, Poffenbergers:

I have just returned from Venezuela and find your
letter of February 14, in which you inform me of the plans for
a hendbook on South America and my nomination to the committee,
I accept with thanks, and I want to express my plasure &t the
prospects that such an undertaking seems to offer for research
in South Amerieca,

Perhaps there a few auggestioﬁs that I might offer,
but not being fully acquainted with the discussions that have
been carried on, 1 hesitate to do so at this time,

My work in Venezuela took in the problem of cooperation
between oursleves, the Venezuelan government, and persons actively
interested in Anthropology in that country. I believe I have
made considerable progress, and now we Ere faced with the
problem of keeping everything going, I may need the help of
the cormittee and the Council to do this properly.

It may interest you to know that I engaged in piece
of field work that nromises to give excellent results, parti-
cularly in ethnology. I believe I have a comprehensive culture
and linguistie study of the Jarurcs, so far, left completely
unstudie'. They sre river nomads, and on the whole thetr
culture seems to be at the bottom of the hepp in so far as
aputh American cultures are concerened , at least in its material
aspects. 1 concetrated mostly on social organization and religion.
Thie study I am hoping to publish within the next two months,

With personal greetings, 1 am,

Yours sincerely,

Vincenzo Petrullo

(Field director for S. Am. Research)



REAL ESTATE GENERAL INSURANCE

THOS. E. DUNN
e, e 313 WALNUT STREET
SRl s PHILADELPHIA

April 1Sth. 1934
lir. Vincenzo Petrullo
Univergity luseum
33rd. & Spruce Sts.
Philadelphia, Pa.
My dear Mr. Petrullo:=-

I was interested in reading in the

papers yesterday the account of your recent expedition
in Venezuela. In 1931 I was a membsr of the Dickey Orinoco
Expedition and while we were a long way from your part of the
country, anything in Vemezuela has naturally held a fasinaction
for me. I was also interested in the revival of the Colonel
Fawcett mystery.

If you are agreeable, and at your convenience,
I should like to like to have an opportunity to discuss these
subjects with you.

Very sincerely yours,
ted/ Tf;w%‘m ﬁg :

T. Evans Dunn Jr.



JoHN S. JENKS
123 SOUTH BROAD STREET
PHILADELPHIA

April 19th, 1934,

Dear Mr. Petrullo,

Tt ie 2 pleasure to hear of your
return after such a successful trip. I am
most anxious to hear some of the particulars.

Mr. Jayne tells me that you will
be able to teke lunch with me on Monday next;
April 23rd, at 12,30 at the Midday Club. T
have also asked Mr. Arthur W, Sewall, Presi-
dent of the General Asphelt Co., which Compeny
has large intereste in Venezuela and Trinidad.
You will find him a charming man.

Looking forward to seeing you, I am,

Sincerely yours,

Mr. Vincent M. Petrullo, / /

Research Associate,
The University Museun,
Philadelphia.
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April 20, 1934

Dre Alfredo Jaln 9
Caracas, Venezuela.

Dear Friend:-
Receive my kindest persomal greetings.

I had a good trip to New York and laura's presence
added to its enjoyments I was able also to do a little work.
There has not been emough time to properly evaluate conditions here,
but so far I have met with high enthusiasm for our research program.

I am busy writing my report which I hope to publish
very soon. I have been trying to obtain materisl for Dr. Mitchell's
paper on snake venom, but I have had no success so far, I shall
send it on to you as soon as I obtain something. Our friend,
Mre March, who hLas had great sxperience with smakes seeus to be in
Panama at the present time, but I shall look up others who know more
about the subjeet than I do and will send on to you anything that may |
be of value. }

I am preparing.a report for -Dr. Tinoco and I am
hoping to send it on sooms I shall arrange in the near future to
gsend you & aumber of publications which I know will interest you.
I shall write to you again soon and at greater lengths For the present
let me express my personal appreciation for all that you have done and
reaffirmation of the friendship that has growm up between us.

I hope that this finds you enjoying good health and
that you will continue to contribute to human knowledze with the sane
energy as belfore. Please extend my best regards to Mrs. Jahn, Chilin,
and all the other members of your family. I am looking forwerd to
being among you soon again. ,

My piclures have been developed but not printed, As
soon as a set can be arranged for you I shall forward it on to you.

Sincerely yours,
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April 20, 1934

Dre 4 V, nddﬁr'
Puillips Academy,
dndover, Hassachusettse

Dear Ip, Kidder:-

I have just returned from Venezusla were I
had the opportunity of doing some ethnologicsl work. It pro-
mises to be of extreme interecst to us.

I recall, and Dr. Mason has reaffirmed it,
your saying cnce that you bad & number of copies of your repert
on Southwestern Archeecology for free distribution, and that
should I have need of any to send to South America for the pur-
pose of winning and maintaining the cooperation of South Americsns
that you could send some one I should like to have, as a matter
of fact, some six to tem sets, if they are at all available, to
keep up ouwr contacis with Vemeszuela, Brazil, end Argéntine. I
should slso like to have & set for myself, but I waive thls request
in favor of South America.

I did not have the pleasure of meeting your
son in Venezuela but I understand that he had an interesting time
of it there. I hope that we cam get together something (o discuss
the field. s

I have come seross an interesting ethnographic
Specimens An arrow with am irom point that is so lerge amd heavy
that wost people would label it & lancehead if they did not sse
the shaft. This is a type of arrow used by the Yaruwro Indians
of Apure to catch large game such as deer, and 2180 in war. I
recall your saying that Ly weighing a point one epuld tell whether
it was a lancehead or an arrowhesd. I am comvineced in this case
that if an archasologist were te find merely the head of the arrow
Ls would say wes it was a lanceheads I call your attention to this
specimen, which I bave here at the Muscum, not as a eritical ebjeetion
to your suggestion, but perhaps merely as an interesting exeeption to
& general rule. I should like to show it to you en your next visit
to us, uhich I hope will be soon.

I am at present busily engaged in writing up the

etinology of this tribe, which I hope will be published in the very
near futurs.

Please receive my personzl greetings.

Yours sincerely,




April 20, 1934

Mr, Lincoln ‘l‘ham,
Sownd Specialty Compuny,
Bater hury’ Connie

AR

Dear ﬂr. Thompsong~

Thank you for your imteresting letter of
Msreh 5the I have just retwrned {rom Venesusla and your letter
did not come to hand unill now. I have been so busy umpacking,
etc. that I have not had the opportunity of looking up various
details, such as whetuer you have received the remittance oun your

invoice 1o the Museume I shall look into it soom and if I find
that it has not been sent I shall see thut it ie done so lmmediately.

I listened to the records for a moment and I
agree with you that the resulis obtained from rerecording the
£ilm have not been satisfactory, but I doubt very much whether
anything better could be produceds 1 noticed also that the
£ilm was badly chokkéd up and the people who did the recording
failed to bring out the best and most interesting phases of the
musice.

- On this last trip I listened to some of the fin-
est music I have ever heard. I regret not having had a portable
outfit such &8 you deseribe with me. I should like to know more
details about the machine and alse would like to inquire i the
w#igbt could be cut down a&s I find thal forty-five pounds or 100
pounds msy very often be exceedingly difficult to tranaport when

I am travelling. However, sometime will elapse before I shall
return to the field and we can perhaps develop the very best type
of aphratus for our work during this time. I shall take the first
opportunity of coming to Waterbwy to discuss this matier in persom
and to examine the apparatus, and meenwhile let me thank you for the
interest you have shom in owr problem and assure you of my .appre-
clation of ita ; :

Yours sincerely,



Apri 1 20, 1934,

¥Mr. T. Evans Dunn, Jr.
313 Walnut Street
Philadelphia

ily dear Mr. Dunn:

I am in receipt of your interesting letter and in
reply want to assure yo: Bhat it will be a pleasure to dis-
cuss Venezuela and the problem of Caddonel Fawcett's fate
with you, If it is convenient to you, I should like to have
yo' take lunch with me on Wednesday at 12.30.

I shall await you at the useum where, if you have
time, we can examine some specimens and photographs. Should
Vednesday be inconvenient, I am certain we can make arrange-
ments for some other day, +lease consider me at your dis-
posal.

Sincerely yours,

Vincenzo M., Petrullo



April 20, 1934

Dre. Pedro He Tinoco,
Binistro de Relacioncs Iateriores,
Caracss, Venezuela.

Hy dear Dr. Tinoco:-
My personal greetings o you.

. Just before I left Caracas I gsent & note 0
ywmlmmwmmmmtmwmmxm My trip
was very successiul. Conditions have changed so at the Universitly
shat I felt it would serve our interesis petter to return lmmediately
in order to m;hushmvrasultsmdminwnahigwrlwelof*
thusiasm for research in Venesuels. i have found that interest for
continued seientific studies ia your country has now wanned, end I
sm already actively emgaged in paking plans for the future. I
have not had sufficient tise %o send you & formel repori on my trip
but I hope to do 50 S00he

Farthapreseatauowmtemmagmmeada
formal expression of appreciation for tue facilities that the
Government put to my disposal, and for the numerous courtesies whieh
I received. Also my persomal thanks to you who have been so in-
terested snd so kind towards our objectives and to ne personallye

1 hope to be among you &gain soom, but. first
expect to publish a number of papers and books on Venezuela. I
ghall forward to you an account of my trévels soom, to preface a
more comprehensive account tual will be published later.

Iours simcerely,



April 20, 1934

Dr. Raphsecl Gonzales Rincones,
Mialstre de Instrucion Publica,
Caracas, Venezuela.

¥y dear Dr. Gonzales:-

I regret not having had the opportumity of
calling on you before 1 left Caracas for Pailadelphia two weeks
agos My decision to retwrn to my counitry was made immediately
on my arrival at Caracas from Apune, where I had the good fortune
to obtain a valusble ptudy on the Yarmros. I am at present
busily emgaged in writing up my notes for publication. I hope
that soon afterwards I shall be able o retwrn io Venezuela to
continue our worke At this time I want to thank you for your
personal and officiel kindness towards me and our projecis, and
the spirit of cooperatiom which you showed at all timss.

Let me extend my psrsonal greetings to you,
voth in my official and personal capacily, and the assurance that
I am indeed happy in feeling that I have & friend such as you in
Venesusla.

Please extend my compliments to your deughter,
whom I had the good fortune of meeting several times.

Yours sincerely,




April 20, 1954

Dr. Gumersiade Torrves,
Caracas Countsy Club,
Caracas, Veneszuela.

Dear Dr. Torres: o

: In my haste to retwrn to Philadelphis I am
certain that I left wmsaid many things that I had indended to
Bay in sppreciation for your great kindness to me and the
friendship that has sprung up between us. I shall always
remember your family the way they empepted me as one of your-
8elvese

I have not had time to properly evaluste
conditions here, but everything points se far to the existence
of intense enthusiasm for future research. I au certain that
on the publication of ay waterial something praetical will
develops I am busily engaged in preparing wy notes, and I
am already making plans o retwn to Venesusls.

; The phonographic records of Brazilian Indlan

musie, aboub which you spoke sewveral times, have not turned out
. 80 well, and I am golng to have the musie rerecorded in ihe

hope of obtaining bebetter producte I have wanted to send &
set o you kmowing tue intense imterest that your daughter,
Carmen, has in music. It may interest her to know that contrary
to popular opiniom in Caracas I found indigenous music of Apure
inteasely beauliful sad imteresting. If I go there again, as I
hope to do, I shall take with me recording apparatus se that this
extraordinary phase of primitive eculiure will not be lost to
posteriiye

Please extend my kind personal greetings to
Carmen, Hilda, and all of your childrem, and also let me express
the hope that I shall be among you once again very soon. I shall
forward to yop at the first opportunity several things on anthro-
pology that I am certain will interest your family,

Yours sincersly,

T DA e
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MIBALMYRA. PA, 400 STORES
HSQ'?ILI\:Z#E);%V(\ZIL\ DISTRIBUTING WAREHOUSE

HARRISBURG, PA.

G.R.KINNEYCO.,,INC.

SHOE RETAILERS & MANUFACTURERS

STORE AT_Upper Darby. Penna, DATE.__4/20/24
30 South 69th Street.

Br., Vincent Petrullo.
60 Windemere Avenue.
Lansdowne, Penna.

Dear Mr. Petrullo;

I respresent a troop of Boy Scouts being the Scoutmaster
of Upper Darby #3 meeting in the Presbyterian Church at 69th and
Chestnut Streets.

We are holding cn Tuesday night, April 24th a meeting
of all boys and boys' Dads.

It is our hope to give them a program of unusual interest.
Was wondering if we could impose upon you to give us possibly % hour
between 8 and 8;30 to tell of some of your iunteresting experiences
in South Amcrica. Unfortunately we cannct offer you a renumeration
other than the satisfaction you might have in inspiring these boys
to do bigger and better thingse.

Would appreciate your advising the writer either by collect
telegraph or return mail at once in order that we may complete our

programe. We shall if you like be gdad to send an automobile for
you and seturn you home,

Thanking you in advance for your consideration,

blncerely/%/ [6”4
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April 20, 1934,

Yy, John 8, Jenks,
123 So, Broad St.,
Phi 13‘131'{)}11&’ Pa.

Dear iir, Jenks,

Thank vou for your kind
greetings and dnvitation to lunch
with you londay next, 1 am look-
ing forward to exchanging person-
gl greetings and discussing our
research program, which I am cer-
tain will bhe of great dnterest
to vou, It will be a plea-ure to
meet Vr, Sewall,

Sincerely yours,

Vineenzo M. “etrullo
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J.R. H ILDE’ERAND
ASSISTANT EDITOR

National Geographic Magazine

WASHINGTON,D. C.

April 27, 1934.

Mr. Vincenzo Petrullo,
University Museum,
University of Pennsylvania,
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania.

My dear Mr. Petrullo:

That portion of your letter regarding your ethno-
logical work was referred to me.

We should like to know a little more about the ex-
tent and scope of your work before suggesting that you take
the trouble to submit either pictures or a manuscript. Would
you let us have a brief description of your explorations and
a summary of the finds. When you do that, I shall be glad to
communicate with you further about the desirability of sub-
mitting the material.

Very truly yours,

i QWM,A




THE COLLEGE

Zoological Laboratory
38th St.and Woodland Ave. April 27 " 924

Mr. M. ¥. Petrullo
University Museum

Dear Mr. Petrullo:-

I found a memorandum
of a telephone message from you
stat ing that you have some leeches
from Venezuela which you offer to
me. Thank you very much for
remembering my interest in these
animals, which I should be very
glad indeed to have. Shall I send
for them, or can you send them
over through the University mail?

Sincerely yours,

Yoo

J. Percy Moore



THE COLLEGE

Zoological Laboratory
38th St.and Woodland Ave. May 1, 1934

Mr. V. Petrullo
Univers ity Museum

Dear Mr. Petrullo:-

Many thanks for the
Venezuelan leeches which are a
species of Haementeria, a genus
of blood-sucking leeches widely
distributed throughout Gentral
and South America. I have not
yet examined them sufficiently
to determine the species.

Thank you also for your
offer to secure other leeches for
me on your future South American
trips.

With kind regards,

Sincerely yours,

i i

JPM ENVH J. Percy Moore
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Bay 1, 19854

Yre Jo Re Hildebrand,
Hational Geographie Society,
H&lhing‘hn, Ds €s

¥y dear Mr,. Hildebrand:-
I have your letter of April 27th. -

- By recent trip to Venezuela lasted nine months,
seven of which were spent al centers such as Caracas snd Maracsy and
the environs, and the rest of the time with the Yarwo Indians of the
Capanapare river, in the at.ate of Apure., My material is divided 1inte
two parts, thereflore:

1. A study of Caracas and iis environs. Emceptiocnally
well illustrated with photograpghs., Hany contrasts in
the mode of life of the peoples

2+ The llanos and llaneros (cattle culture), and the
Yaruro Indiana. The photographs are not as artistiieally
beautiful a8 those of (1), but rich in material, They
show (a) Cattle being driven across a wide river, with
the madaninos (steers tralued to lead the herds) in the
lead; (b) typlcal cowboy using toe stirrupy roped steer
with the lassc tied ‘o the horse's tall instead of the
pommel of the saddle; (c) llanero with spear in positionm -
to receive the charge of & jaguar; elc., etc.

Tae Yaruros: (a) physicsl types; (b) women and children
on their way to dig roots, cte. for food; {e¢) camps on
beaches (no houses, merely branches planted in the sands
to give some shadeg (d) party of men uith erocodiles on
sticks (our dinner); (8) hammock weaving; (f) pottery
making; (g) rope mking, (h) basketry meking; etce, etce
{(all action pictures).

The Yaruros are unguestionably amoag the most primitive,

if not the most primitive psoples of South America in thelr ecconomy.s
Hunters and food gatherers, they roam the savanahs and wander up and down
the water courses in search of food. They have no permament dwellings,
and do not use even windireaks for shelter.

Geographically oy work is of little importance, but

in the {ield of human geography I believe it is of great value. Le
enclosed account is being printed in the Museum Bulletin which is a non-
tecbhnicul publication for our memberse It gives some ildea of my works.



lire J» Re Hildebrand, - 5/1/54

Since this matter has come up, let me call your attention
to other material in my possessione

I spent 1831 in Metto Orosso, Brazil, at the headwaters

of the Paraguay and the Iingu rivers. There is a selection of about a
thousand photographs available to illustrate this trip. I believe you
will gtthercbettarmuofthoutmofwmhthomw glaneing
through the Museus Joyrmal of Yol. IXIII, So, 2 and the lenden Illusirated
Hews of September 10, s Should this interest you I should be glad
to go further with it.

‘ I expect 10 be in Washington in the near fulwre, and
should I hear from you iam the weanwhile that you are interested in the
material, I shall gladly go over a manuscript and photographs then.

Sincerely yours,

fi.ncemw Petrullo.




CARNEGIE INSTITUTION OF WASHINGTON
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THE UNIVERSITY MUSEUM

UNIVERSITY Of PENNSYLVANIA
PHILADELPHIA

May 3, 1974,

Nr. George A, Inghram
1102 Clifton Avenue
Collingdale, Pa.

Via Darby P, 0,

My dear Hr. Inghram:

I have your message of April 30, and in reply
I wish to send my thanks to you and the boys for the kind senti-
ments expressed in it, I am enclésing an autographed photograph
taken sometime ago.

I regret 1 have nothing to donate to your little
Muceum., I have made it a practice of turning over all specimens
to the Museum, feeling that the collections are of greater service
to the Publie in ite possession rather than mir . However, should
you care to borrow a small collection of artefacts, I believe it @
could be arranged to send something.

Please extend my p rsonal greetings to the boys
and also the invitation to call on me at the Hugeum somelime.

gincerely yours,

Vincenzs Petrullo

T o



AMERICAN GEOGRAPHICAL SOCIETY - NEW YORK

BROADWAY AT 156 TH STREET

May 4, 1934.

Mr. Vincenzo Petrullo
University IMuseum
University of Pennsylvania
Philadelphia, Penna.

Dear Mr. Petrullo:

I find from newspaper notices that you have
returned from South America and I hasten to return to you the
Rondon map on the scale of 1:2,000,000 which is going to you
in a separate package.

When I returned the other maps that you so
kindly lent us this map was not among them and it was not until
I had your letter in reply that I realized that this map was
missing. It did not seem possible that it would by any chance
have been lost but frantic searching failed to discover it until
about a month ago, when I decided to search for it again for at
least the fiftieth time, I found it in the map collection rolled
inside another map.

I am most chagrined that this should have
happened and can't understand how it did happen, and I can't
ask your forgiveness since it is quite unforgivable.

Sincerely yours,

GI)%LQ (et

RRP:AJV



G.TORRES

r LT ‘
CARACAS iy mayo 4 de 1,934,

Mi apreciado amigo:
Ayer tarde,cuando en mi diario viajsr,subla de Le
Guaira a Caracas venia conmigo nuestro comin amigo Don Rudolph
Dolge y hablamos larsamente de Ud.:el pasar frente al edificio
del Correo Mme detuve para recoger mi correspondencia y recibi
su carta del 20 la cual nos ha proporcionado a todos en casa le
satisfaceidn de tener noticias del excelente amigo a gqulen sa-
ludemos con muestros mejores deseos por su bilemestar, ;
Muy imteresante resultaréd la publicacidn de sus estu-
dios y oBservaciones durante su estada en Venczuela y ese mate=-
rial serf acaso uns pica pueste ep Plandes en el sentido de es-
timular los prop@sitos y tendencies a mantemer viva la idea de
1levar & cabo esas investiraciones imsistiendo con fuerza en el
desarrollo de tal género de estudios y de alcamzar para ten no-
ble empresa el apoyo gque ell® merece. ‘
Carmen Carolina espera que cuando vuelva usted por acé
se traiga la misica brasilera y que entonces podré imprimir la
venezolana de los indios de Apure y de las otraes regilones del
pals que visite.
: Bien merece la tarea de la Universidad el mayor elogio
v comprendo perfectamente la alta significacidén y el valor que
tiene no dejar perecer esas manifestaciones de la vida cultural
de pueblos y razas que abandonados desapareceréfl dolorosemente..
-Particularmente le quedaré agradecido del envio que me
promete, :
Por creer que le intercsgrif,le envié en dias pasados
una publicacién sobre los Motjlohep  y hoy le envio varias de
igual {ndole del Dr. Ron Pedrfjug.}/
Reciba muchos recuerdps ¢
pronto podamos verlo por acé.
S0y su amigo,

Al Sre FPof. \
Vincenzo Petrullo
The University Museum
University of Pemmsylvenia
Philadelphia.







EL MINISTRO DE RELACIONES INTERIORES

PARTICULAR

e

138, - P
saluds atentanente a su distinguido amigo seilor doctor
Vincenzo Petrullo, con ocasidn de avisarle recibo de su
carta de fecha 20 de abril prdximo pasado, de euyo con-
tenido se he impuesto con el meyor interds.-
TINOCC aprovecha esta oportunidad para reiterar

al doctor Petrullo sus sentimientos de eprecio y sefiala
considerscidn.- .

CARACAS, 10 de mayo de 1l.934,=-

Al seflor Vincenzo Petrullio
Universidaed de Penncilvenia,-

Filedelfia,=-




May 16, 1934,

¥Mr, Arthur P, Rossi
49 Farragut Avenue
Proeidence, R, I.

Dear Art:

The Museum has been in financial straits, and you have
been made to suffer with the rest of us, A check has been sent
to you, finally, by Jayne. I hove that he made it out for the
full amount. If not please let me know and I shall get after
him again,

Are you ready to do some enlargements for me ? 1
s ' ouldlike to have some of yvour pictures enlarged, some of
the Matto Grosso, and some that I have brought back. All of
these I should like to enlarge to the maximum., What facilities
do you have ? And how soon will you be ab'e to @ the work ?

I have dome nothingwith the film that I brought
back, To what newsreel outTit could I offer the stuff ? If
the movies will turn our as well as my pictures (printed herr
at the Museum) I shall have very good material, Do we have
any ppint of the movies you made ?

The best to you, Art, and pkase give me this
information soon, as I shouldliketo forget all about it, and
turn to other thi ngs.

Sincerely,

X~rtty K23 X »h



¥ay 17, 124,

Dr. Ase V. Kidder
Philips Academy
Andover Mass,

Dear Dr. Kidder:

I am adressing the letter to Andover to avoid its going
astray.

I am sorry your son sill not be able to go back to Vene-
zuela this sumrmer. If he is ever in this neighborhood nlease
ask him to ston in. There are several places in Venezuela
where he could excavate at opractiecally no cost. T shoud be
very glad of helning out,

I am certain that whatever is available of the series
would be appreciated, and I should like to send them om,
Judging from the letters that I have received our relations
with South Americans &semost ecordial, and my only anxlety is
that nothing be done to destroy it. Iike everyone else
travelling in those countries I was the recipient of numerous
courtesies, and I am trring to return some of them with the
help of friends and collegues. T bhelieve that the benefits
of keening up the spirit will be distributed all around.

With the kindest ® rsonal greetings,

Sincerely,



May 17, 1984,

Dr. Raye R, Platt
American Geographical Society
Yew York

Dear Dr, Platt:

Thank you for your ‘etter of May 4th and the map which
arrived a few days ago., I am indeed glad to get it back, but

geing accustomed to misplacing things I fully understand the
elay.

I did not cywss the Guajira Peninsula after all, You
recall that my main objective was to investigate the possibilities
of developing some research program in Venezuela., On my way
dwon it seemed test to hurry to Caracas and leave the trip
to the end; but later illness ~“revented my going out to the
fie'd until te later part of January, when I visited the
Apure region. On my r-turn from this trip I found that I had
gathered extremely imporiant material on a tribe so far unknown,
the Jyaruro, and I hastened back to write it up before soeme
other spell of sickness, (the narasites are not out of my system)
would interefere with that.

I gathered a few mans but T do not know how accuraite they
are. I doubt if they will be of any use to you especially
sinee the 21l neople have heen in the region that I visited
and they have undoubtedly surveyed the ground thoroghly. However
they are zt your disposal,

I was interested in reading the article by Hansen °n the
interior of Venezuela, and 1 have been wondering whether you
would be interested in something that I might write on the
region between the Apure and the Sinaruoo region, ¥h which I
would describe the Indiams and the llaneros, and v»erhaps
indicate how the geography has conditidned the mode of life
to a certain degree. The pictures are gond.

iy exprience with the Varuros was extraordinary, and makes
a2 good tale, I am wondering whéther I would be accpetable for
a lecture next vear., I am of course doubteful whether I satis-
fied vour reoguirements the last time, and please do not hesitate
to say so, Sometimes I lecture well and sometimes badly, but
like evervone else I am in need of monev and therefore am so
bold as to suggest it. I hone thatmy book will be published
this summer, and the leeture would he hased on it.

I have to come to Yew York in the near future, and I am

looking forward to cal’'ing on you. I shall ‘et you know
in advance, ‘

SINCERELY YO 'Ry



J.R.HILDEBRAND
ASSIST?NT DITOR

l

i

!

National Geographic Magazine

WASHINGTON,D. C.

May 21, 1934.

Mr. Vincenzo Petrullo,

University Museum,
University of Pennsylvania,
= .

i
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania.

My dear lr. Petrullo:

Thank you for writing me more fully about your recent trip
to Venezuela and your observations there among the Yaruro Indians.
material
Ve have had so much South ﬁmericanArecently and there is so
much in our files that I hesitate to encourage you to submit any-
thing further tl
ir future 3

However, since you are to be in Washington in the
shall be very happy to telk over the matter with
should certainly give every consideration to your photo-
your menuscript.

Very truly yours,

X
e
‘.[
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May 31, 1934,

ﬁenr Mr. Pannill:

Inder separate cover I am sending & copy of
my paper on the peoples of Matto Grosso which,I recall. you
found of some intersst.

I returned from Venezuela in the middle of
April after making a suceessful trip to the Yaruros of the
Capanaparo in the state of Apure., Illness prevented my going
into thefie’'d sooner, but an extraeordinory series of events
led to my acecpetance anong these primitives as one of themselves
so that in a short time 1 was ahle to hring out a considerable
amount of information on thelr religion, language, social
and economic organization. T hurried back to publish this
material in book form, and I am hoping to have it completed
so0mn,

*hen 1 left Venezuela "r., Requena was in better
health, but I have nct seen him since Netober, though T received
friendly messages form him from time %o time, T did see his
children from time to time,

¥e are going ahed with our plans for research
in Venezuela, The rovernment has heen most cordial throughout
and we hope to launch more extensive field work soon, There
seams to be some interest in the nacifiecation of the fotilones
and we want to help a3 much as we can in that preoject., Also
my intereats in Venezuelan enliture in general is still alive
and I hope to ma%e some contributions in that fleld,

I shonld like %to call on you in Tew York,
and to continue to be favored with your adviee, as well as
to exchange nersonal greetince from time to time,

Please extend my compliments to ¥rs. Pannill.

Sinece ely vours,

Hr. Carter Pannill

Standard 011 Compeny of Vew Jersey
Legal Department

26 Broadway

Yew York



i it i |

m 319 1934,

Dre George Woodbury
State Museum
Denver

Colorado

Dear Dr, Woodbury:

I have brought back from Venezuela over
samples of hair, Yaruro tribe. The locks do not comply with
your description of sort of samvle that whould be col ected,
but I believe they can be studied. Xnowing ofyour interest
in hair, 1 am writing to ask if you wouldfind time to study
these.

I recall that I msut have sanawhbra about
& dogen specimens of Bakairi hair, (Matto Grosse). If vou

- should be interested in these I shall gladly forward them to

you also.

| - I hope to publish my Yaruro study in the
near future, and I should include the results of the hair e
study if possible.

Honing that you will find time to at
least look over the material, I am

Yours sincerely,

Vincengo Petrullo



Ealiast

May 31, 1734,

Lear Dr, Lothrop:
M""

Let me thank you for the reprints and other publi-
cations, I have nothing to send you jsut now, but several

as they come from the »>rinter.

iy archaeologieal work in Veneguela was done at
Arauquin, in the Delia of the Apure . The work was limited to
a few days and only for a few hours each day. Conseguently
the collection is smell and was gotien mostly from shallow
trenches about a foot deep.

The m terial consists entirely ofpotsherds, and is
of two types. One consists of shewds decorated with gecmeilri-
cal incised designs of great interest because of the'r comple-

xity end varieblility, and the other of modeled heads and figures

of birds, ernimals, and men, In style some pleces show some
affinity with the ert of Tecarigue, but on the whole it seems
te beof locel development, (Tith the reservation that the
“chal”)may be made very extensive with excavations at other
voints, )

I am hoping to publish this material soon,

Best regsrds, and forgive me for not Bhaving known
vou when you visited us, I have known of your work which I
prize highly, but to the best recollection T had never met you
personally. Thers is a great deal that I would like to dis-
cuss with you and I hone vou will give me the oprortunity
some time, DPlease consider me at your dlisnosal on any matier
that I ecan be of service.

Sincerely yours,

Dr. 5. XK. Lothrop
1061 Yadison avenue
New York

M‘a f‘* ¢J30



June 1, 1934

Dr. Alfredo Jahn,
Caracas,
Venezuela, S. A.

Tear Dr. Jahn:-

_ I was indeed glad to hear from you, and to learn that
you and your family are enjoying good health. Don lanocel S5anches must
have sent the camera to you. He is the gentleman at whose ranch I ex-
cavated, and he is ddeply interested in having you visit him and his
property. Will you keep the camera for me for the present? I expect
to return in the none too distant future, and shall be grateful for your
doing so. However, there must be some exposed negatives in the case,
and these might be developed. :

1 have had sent to you a number of publications of the
Museum that I thought would interest you, and you will receive all future
numbers of the Journal and the Bulletin. Should you want anything that
we have published in the past and we have it still, please let me know and
it shall be sent on to you immediately. Also I have sent some enlarged
photographs of the Yaruros.

So far it has proven impossible to obtain a reprint of
the Dr. Mitchel's article on snake venom. I am so ry, and I shall keep
on trying. My friend who is an authority on snakes and snake venop is
at present somewhere in Panama and I have not succeeded in reaching him as
yet.

fThere is much enthusiasm over prospects for research in
Veneznela. and we are pushing along my publication on the Yaruros and the
archaeology. lHowever, the work that piled up during my absence of nine,
months, and my own poor health, have interfered with my activities; but 1
can assure you that a book on Venezuela will be published soon. ¥hat is
the feeling about having it translated in Svanish and pnbli.hing it in
Caracas, perhaps by the government?

I am indeed grateful to Dr. Tinoco for the interest that
he continues to show in our project, and you may assure him that there is
not loss of interest here. Unfortunately we are somewhat handicanped by
lack of research money, but we are continuinz our efforts to find backers.
The more encouragement we receive from Venesuela the easier it will be for
u‘l 5 ¢

Dr. G. Torres has sent me s.me newspapers containing
several articles on the Hotilones and the desirability of pacifying them.
1 hope that such a movement will gain headway, and of coarse, I hope that
Venezuela will consider us at. its disposal. e want scientific informa-



Pr. Alfredo Jahn, -2~ o 6/1/ 34

tion, but also we are not adverse to helping in the performance of a
social service.
My best regards to you and your family, and please
transmit my greetings to our numercus mutual friends.

Sincerely yours,

Vincengo Petrullo.
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June 1, 1934

Sr. Williaw Henry Phelps, Jr.,
Alnacen Americana, :
Caracas,

Venezuels.

Dear Phelps:-

By this time you whould be in
possession of some publications on tropical fishes,
sent by the Academy of Natural Sciences. If you have
not received them let me know and I shall see to it that
they are sent.

1 am informed that there is & society
dedicated to the study and the raising of such fish in
Philadelvhia. . Has the Academy sent you any information
about it?

1 have thought that ycu would be inter-
eated in the activities of our own institution, so you
have been put on the mailing lists of the Bulletin, a non-
technical publication of ours. We publish the Journal,
and books, but these are generally technical and cover
practically the entire world. If you let me know which

‘. gonld interest you from time to time they will be forwerded.

Do you think the Bulletin would be fit

“for the Club?

, Please give my regards to Zuloaga, Boultoa,
but above all to your family. 1 hope to be among you soon.

My Yaruro book is progressing nicely.

Sincerely,

Vincenzo Petrullo.



STANDARD O1L. COMPANY

(INCORPORATED IN NEWJERSEY)

CHESTER O.SWAIN
GENERAL COUNSEL

GUY WELLMAN 30 ROCKEFELLER PLAZA
ASSOCIATE GENERAL COUNSEL
THodMAS W.PALMER
EpwaARD F.JoHNSON
HENRY DODGE Y
FrrznueH C.PANNILL NEw ORK June 4, 1934

COUNSEL

Mr., Vefgenzo Petrullo,

¢/o University Museun,
University of Pennsylvania,
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania,

Dear Mr., Petrullo:

I em most happy to have your letter of May 31 and will read
with interest your paper "The Pecple of Matto Grosso" which has just come
to hand.

I note youraccount of your visit to the Yaruros and I shall
be most interested in obtaining a copy of your book when completed.

We hear more or less frequent news fram the Requeﬁas and it is
gratifying that his health has improved. We also keep in close touch with
the Vaamonde family through the most e xcellent medium of Madame Santana.

It will be a pleasure to see you whenever you are in New York
and I would like you to make & note that the company has moved to the R.CeA.
Building which is officially known as 30 Rockefeller Plaza., I am located on
the 28th floor and I will be very glad to see you any time you come this way.

Thanking you for your letter and with kindest regards in which
Mrs. Pannill joins, I am,

Sincerely yours,

ﬂ Pl

FCP:HAN,
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June 8, 1934,

%
3
i
¢
v
3

Dear Art:

F Thank you for the two prints, They are splendid,

Dor't you think that it would be better to send me the m gatives
and I could sort them out to send back to you those that I

want enlarged or reproduced ? They have to be deposited with
the Museum anyway.

In my last letter I asked you some things about the
film., Will you look it up please ? I should like to settle
the enitre thing, asnd the film must also be deposited with
the luseun,

Enclosed you will find a vhotograph we took in
Paraguay. I should like to have it emlarged. Johnson may
: have thie negative, but I believe it is spoiled, Could you
| not rephotograph it ? DPlease try, as I should like to use
the picture. lMake two enlargments. :

L e S e g 2ol e oaumaty coadal e dedin L B o o ) LU SR Ul oo oy

I sm alsc encleosing some negatives of my last trip.
¥ill you enlarge them to the maximum, reframing to suit your
own taste 7 T should like to havre these soon,

And send a bill.

Best regards to you., I hope to see you soon,

Sincerely,

JZ'bL [ -gt/{, -+ {:{_w- ‘"

?"Mm?;id j;vr“*""“"" W”'ﬁ“ é{x“"‘""ﬁ} ot gt
ig‘ ;'/



PHILADELPHIA RECORD

BROAD AND WOOD STREETS

PHILADELPHIA

June 9, 1934,

Mr. Vincenzo Petrullo,
University Museum,
University of Pennsylvania,
Philadelphia, Ffa,

Dear Mr. Petrullo:

Enclosed is the photo-
graph which you so kindly lent us, and
for which I wish to thank you. I hope
you were pleased with the sketch of youw
which appeared in Sunday's Record. It
looked very good to me.

Please do not hesitate

to call on me at any time I can be of
service to you.

Sincérely,

<2

Paul Roberts.,

PRsHG









BROAD 1106

ARTHUR D. ROSSII

PRODUCER OF

MOTION PICTURLES

AERIAL. PHOTOGRAPHS
46 FARRAGUT AVE., PROVIDENCE, R. I.

June
18th
1934

Dear Jim:

Enclosed are your enlargements.
Some of the pictures turned out quite well,
some were slightly out of focus so they
could not be enlarged too great but on the
whole I think you will like them.

I am forwarding the Venezuelan
movie negative and still negabives under
separate cover. No prints were made from tne
movie negative.

I am wondering Jim if it is possible
for you to send me the Matto Grosso print
for a few days that I mignt show them to
my folks.

I will send the picture of the
Paraguayan woman along in a few days. Enclosed
i1s the bill which includes tne copying and
print of the old woman.

Si ly,
Art

P.Se. Did Phelps want any prints?
I met a chap here,Jim Higgins,
who went to school with the Vaamondees
and smother who went to Eurppe with
8111 Phelps.
Adios.



BROAD 1106

ARTHUR DP. ROSS1

PRODUCER OF

MOTION PICTURLES

AERIAL PHOTOGRAPHS
46 FARRAGUT AVE., PROVIDENCE, R. I.

June
18th
1934

University Museum,
University of Pennsylvania,
Philadelphia,
Pa.
To 12 - 8 x 10 Enlargements @ 75¢ $9.00
2 - 11 x 14 * "1.25 2.50
Copying and Enlarging 8 x 10
1.75 1.75
§ 13.25

$13.25



Philip Burr Coan
76 Elm Street
Monteclair,N,J.

Dr.Vincenzo Petrullo

Anthropology Department

University of Pennsylvania

Philadelphia,Pennsylvania

Dear Dr. Petrullo;

At about this time last year,when completing the
courses for my degree,you surprised me very pleasantly by sug-
gesting that you might be able to use me on an expedition into
the Peruvian interior. Being extremely interested in such an
application of what I have studied in Anthropology,and what I
have read concerning the Inca culture,]I have tried several times
to get in touch with you.The few times I have been in Philadelphia,
you have not been at the Museum or at the offices,

Should this trip still be under consideration for
any date within the next year,l would like to know whether you
can find a place for me. I could be of use to the party in taking
notes and writing them up,and also in the physical work entailed
in unearthing the various sites. Furthermore,I am competent to
care for myself in North American forests,and hence may be able
to meet the conditions of Andean jungles,though they are not im-
mediately comparable,

It would be a pleasure to hear from ynu concerning
this question,or to know something of yourself,though I hesitate
to impose upon an instructor-student relationship.The only news
which I have received of your peregrinations was two items in the
papers concerning your trip among the Bororros.

Sincerely,
0P B Gon
June 10,1934 (Anth.7,paper on Water

Transportation Among the
North American Indians)



THE UNIVERSITY MUSEUM
UNIVERSITY 0f PENNSYLVANIA
PHILADELPHIA

June 12 1934,

¥r, Prilip Burr Coan
76 Zlm st.
Montelair, Y. Je

Dear ¥r, Coan:

T wes sbout to write to you last Saturday when
I was interrunted by the arrival of several Venezuelan friends
whom I have heen entertzining ever since, I must anclogize
to you for not answering your lettecs which came to hand just
velore I left Venézuela two months ago. 1 have been trying to
clear up my correspondence, but work that piles up over a period
of ‘ten months cannot be brushed aside gquiekly, s0 I find myself
still worrying over things that need immedeate attention,

T have not forgotten you, and if you thing of
going into archaeology evyrth ng that T have said to you still
holds. I Xmow your value and I should be most happy to have
you work with me in South Amerieca.

There is no immedeate prospeet of working im
reru, The director and I have begun to search for omney with
which to continue sur field work, but so Tar nothing has come
of it. At eny rate, [ am quite certain that I shall mt leave
again for at least three months, It will take at least that
long to geévare my Yaruro study for thevress.

Have you any means of ralsing money ? It really
isn’t diffieult, provided one has the courage and interest to
baek it up. Think it over.

I should be gladto see. Do you ever come to
Philadelphia ? I expect to be here during the summwer,

Sincerely yours,



June 13, 1934,

ir. Lo Francis Bennett
250 Park Avenue
New York

Deay ¥r, Bennett:

The other day we were honored with a visit by
imbassador Robert Woods Bliss, and I recalled our dinner
at his home in 1931, in Buenos Aires. This inecident has
reminded me of & promise I made to you whiech I have not
kepts I have searched , several times, for your address
but I have falledto find it, Yesterday it turned up
accidently,

Under separate cover I am Torwarding several
things I have published on South Ameriea, and I hove that
they will partly fulfill my promise, Vhile in Matto
Grogso I gathered some information avodt copper depoesists,
and it is at your disposal should you still want it,

Permit me to reeall the numerocus pleasent -
serious coversations at the breakfast table of the Vstern
Yorld in the course of the voysre to Buenos Alres -
December-January, 1930-1931., Ve were going to publish

-sone sort of journal, were we not ? I still have my

notes on that project.

It would be a pleasure to se2 you again, and
continue our conversations om soeial-philosophical trends.
Should you ever be in Philadelphia I hove you will give
me the pleasure of seeing you.

Cordially yours,



S

June 14, 1974,

Dr. George G, Heye

Museum of the Aerican Indian
Heye FPoundation

New York

Dm Dre HQy.:

The Matto CGrosso Expedition owns a2 beau-
tiful colleetion of Borore artefacts consisting of some
350 pieces all of which come from the village of Corrego
Grende on the Sad lLorencoe river, Matto Grosse, ¥, Johnson
the vresident of the expedition is offering the collect-
ion for sale either in ite entirety or in sets. Vould
you be interested in aeruiring it 2

My own work in Venezuela turned ocut well,
and now 1 am lookingforward for ways and means not only
to continue my researches,in ethmnology o»rincisally, but
even to inerease thelr seove. My contzets in South Ame-
rica are invaluable and they must not be allowedto
elapse. Would you be able to extend any suvpvort in the
Pall ?

T am looking forward to greeting you per-
sonally,

Sincerely yours,

Vineenzo Petrullo



THE UNIVERSITY MUSEUM
UNIVERSITY 0f PENNSYLVANIA
PHILADELPHIA

July 24, 1934,

Dr., Ira 3, Wil
264 west 64 st.,
New York

Dear Dr, Wile:

I have been intending to write to you
for some time. I have not published anything
else on the Yaruros, but I am preparing a b »
nook which I hope will be publishedin the
Fall, I shall send it on to you as soon as
it is done, =

Somewhere in my field notes I have some
data fer you on left-handedness. Unfortuna-
tely the entire notbook is missing, but I hop
it will turn up soon, and I shall send this
information on ﬁg you,

About the end of August the University
Press and the Museum will publish a book
of mine entitled the Diabolie Root, being «
a study of the narcotie Peyote and the reli-
gious complex associated with it, I be lieve
that i1t will interest you. ‘

I have Yeen looking forward to seeing you
you again, and on my next trin to New York
. 1 shallxﬁyﬁ' theprivilige of calling on you.

il

Please receive my best regerds, and
remember ﬁy;to Nrs, Wile,
A

/ Sincer-ly,

i
]
j
J

1

¥

M



MUSEUM OF THE AMERICAN INDIAN
HEYE FOUNDATION
BROADWAY AT I55TH STREET
NEW YORK

GEORGE G.HEYE OFFICE OF
CHAIRMAN AND DIRECTOR THE DIRECTOR

June 15, 1934

Mr. Vincenzo Petrullo
The University Museum
University of Pennsylvania
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania

Dear Mr. Petrullo:

I was glad to
receive your letter of June l4th, and
would say that we would be decidedly
interested in some of the Bororo
artifacts.

I would like very
much to talk with you regarding this,
and also about your work next fall.
So,may I suggest that you come over
here and see me during the next week*
I am leaving the Museum on June 23rd
for an extended trip to the West and
can see you any day it is convenient,
except on Tuesday, June 19th.




GEORGE WOODBURY
Pttt

Box 148

MANCHESTER, NEW HAMPSHIRE Iath’ -Jllne . 1954

lr.Vincenzo Petrullo,
the university iuseum,
univ.of Penna. -
Philadelphia,Pa.

Dear Mr.Petrullo;-

Tnank you for your letter of the
3Ist regarding samples of Yaruro Indian head hair.

As you can see from the above aaaress
L am no longer connected with the State iluseum in venver,
I am working on physical anthropology in my own iaboratory
here.

Due to the nature of my present work
L am not able to undertake commissions gratis but ha.e to
make a small char.e for my services. I shoula like very
much to make you a report on your interesting series
of hair and if you still are interested in having it
done L will make you an estimate on the cost as soon as
I know how Large you series is,how many of each sex,the
age,etc.



. L shall appreciate hearing from you on this
subject and will be very happy to do what I can in
this matter. ( .

Yours sihcerel e 5
S { (:::::f;;?~:§}

s

PS. 1 have wade a exiensive coiigction of Ralr sauples

from the stems ol both North and 8outh America ana plan

at some time to put out an exhaustive study of lnaian

hair, If you have no other plan for the deposition

of your specimens | would . reatly appreciate them as 1

nave no specimens,as yet from that particular area.. .
e



BROAD 1106

ARTHUR b. ROSII

PRODUCER OF

MOTION PICTURLES

AERIAL PHOTOGRAPHS
46 FARRAGUT AVE., PROVIDENCE, R. I.

July
9th
1934

Dear Jim:

I hope you received the Venez.
movie and still negatives as they were sent
to you some time ago.

I am expecting to leave on a
trip thru the Blue Ridge and Smoky Mts.
to the Cherokee Indian Reservation the
latter part of this month for a N.Y.man.

The pictures will be scenic togetner
with one of the mountaineers 1ife and some
some Indian stuff.

I am wondering if you could send
the check along soon as I could use it
nicely on some equipmens.

Hoping everything is 0.K. and
let me hear from you, I am,

As Ever,

Art.



THE UNIVERSITY MUSEUM

UNIVERSITY Of PENNSYLVANIA
PHILADELPHIA

July 11, 1934,

Ernest Briggs Ine.
Times Bldg.
New York

My dear ¥Mr. Briges:

Tou will recall we coresnonded over a year
ago about motion pletures and expleoration in Brasil, Iam writing
to inquire about the vossibilities of a lecture tour for next
fall ard winter. 1 can lecture on a number of subjects, and
suggest the following:

On Peyote and Peyoiism, -~ Peyote is a narcotie
which has been the basis of a religion for hundreds of years to
many Indien ftribes of lexieo, snd more recently to many on U, S.
reservetions, T am publishing 2 book under the title “The
Disbelic Root”™, Tt will be out in the fall,{Septemeber, I hove).
The religious content of the movement should »rove highly interesting
to nrumernus grouns,

: On Matto Grosso,Nrasil., 7T1 ustrated with motion
pictures and slides, I could make up at least three lectures,

On Veneguela, Illustrated with motion nictures nd
slides. I could degl both with the c¢ities :nd the interior, I ecan
also leeture on an cxtremely primitive group of erocodile and turtle
huntere, A book on these neople will aopear sometime in the fall,

general leecture on Soith America.

The above are merely suggestlons, I have a gresat
deal of materia , and since T am interested in thetour merely for
what money there may be in it, I don’t czre which subjeet or subjects
would be chosen., ILecturing is not new to me,

Sin-erely yours,

Vinecengo Petrulle




THE UNIVERSITY MUSEUM
UNIVERSITY 0f PENNSYLVANIA

PHILADELPHIA

July 12, 1934.

Mr, Arthur P. Rossi
46 Farragut Avenue
Providence, R, I.

Dear Arxrt:

Thank you for the prints., 1 like them very much, I have
received the negatives also, Enclosed please find cheque.

I an sorry I have delayed in answering you. I am under
medical care for those damm parasites, and I am in and out of
the 'useum with the result that not mich is done,

In a previous 1et§er I ased you if you could give me the
name of somebody with Pathe to whom I could write concerning the
rest of the Venegzuelan film., Could you do that before going away ?

T am glad you have something to do in the near future.
I wish you the greatest success, Ve are planning a large expedition
to Venezuela and Brasil, and if it turns out you will hear from
the Museum,

On your south try to stop in to see me,

The Brazilian motion pictures will be sent to you whenever
you want them, The only difficulty is that they are not on reels,
and I don't how soon I shall get the time to patch them up, etec,
If you like to have them in their present condition I shall be
glad to send them to you. Also, we have a great deal of scraps ete.
wvhieh I believe could be made up into a reel. Why not sto» in, look the
stuff over and make up somethi ng for yourself ?

Best regards. I hove you will drov in,

Sincerely,



T i ——

CONGRESS HOTEIL,
AND ANNEX
H.L.KAUFMAN, PRESIDENT @A@@

July 16, 1924

Vincenzo Petrullo

University of Permsylvania lMNuseum
Philadelphia, Pa.

My Dear lire Petrullo:
I would like very much to book your lectures.

It would need cuts and about fifty dollars for circulars
which is usually $150 té less desirable lecturers.

I have recommended you to the BrooklvnInstitute list
and while they do not pay much it would be a help in advertising.
If youwant to get out the printingl will run over to Philad:lphia
anytime,dust legwing for New York, Have been here putting on a Tony
Sarg parade Z will be home for two weeks and then in New Englend
working witp emily there on a vacation, Hope to hear from you

Managemént Ernest Briggs, Ine
By Ernest Briggs, President.

EB H

#

|
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Two hundred and sixty-four
West Seventy-third Street

New York City
July 23, 1934

Mp. Vincenzo Petrullo
University Museum
University of Pennsylvania
Phi ladelphia e Poe

Dear Mp. Petrullo:

I enjoyed very much reading
your account of the Yaruros in the University
Museum Bulletin. Vole 5. I am wondering
whether you have published any additional
article dealing with this Indian group. If SO,
I should like very much to have & copy of it
for my filed.

With kindest greestings, I am,

Sincerely yours,

Ira S. Wile«M.D.
G



e Two hundred and sixty-four
} West Seventy-third Street

York Cit
New Yor C%&Y 1034

Ppofessor Vincenzo Petrullo
The University Museum
Unive sity of Pennsylvanisa
Philadelphia. Pa,

Dear Professor Petrullo:

Thanks for your letter of
the 24th. I shall look forward to seeing your
material on the Yaruros as well as what I know
will be an interesting discussion of the Diabolic
Root.

I certainly hope that
note book turns up because I am still gathering
data on lefthandcdness despi® the fect that the
first volume of my book on this subject will appear
in October.

You will be interested in
a chapter that Margaret Mead has written concerning
the general subject of chastity which 1s to appear
in a volume that I am editing on The Sex Lyfe of
the Unmarried Adult, which is to appear in

September.
Mrse. Wile and i should be very

glad to s ee youand I certainly hépe that you will
let us know when you are in New York again.

With kindest greetings in
which Mps. Wile joins, I am

SincereW
ra S. Wile.M.D.



!

LONG Dis§ANdE PHONE
BRYANF 9-6780

i

e

CABLE: BRIGIN.

Management Brnest Briggs, Inc.

ERNEST BRIGGS,
PRESIDENT
TIMES BUILDING, NEW YORK

July 26, 1934

Vincenzo Petrullo

The University luseum
University of Pennsylvania
Philasdelphis, Pae

My Dear Ur* Petrulloy
I would be wery glsd to work for you for lectures.
There would be two ways,

First, you provide us with 1000 circulars and $25 to
cover meiling end we will work for engagemente svailable from
Philedelphie &nd returning to Philadelphia efter each engagement,

Second, yu provide us with necessery paotogrephs and
data for a fouroge 8x11 circulars and we will get uo a standard
olrcuWer end get tnem outv 17 quentity eand charce you §150 for
the circulere end distribution which would be 211 over the United
Statee and Yenada and would involve a campaign to meke snsecutive
tour,

In the meantinme letm know by return meil if jou  can
teke & &te with the Brooklyn Institute next winter end if you
have any color gddides end just what you have in the way of
slides as tgey w0t use filme gs & rule,

lanagen Ernest Briggs, Inc
By Ernest Briggs, President,

EB H



L043 Wheatland ivenue
Lancaster,Pa.,July 27,1934,

DreVincenso Petrullo,
Professop of Anthropology,

University of Pennsylvania,

University Museunm,
Philadelphia,Pa.

Dear Dr.Péérallo:
Enclosed find letter of introduotion,ae promised.l am sorry
that I can not give you much engouragement as to the success of your

mission,but the days of miracles are not yet over.The greatest obstacle

in your way is,at present, Mr.Hershey's age.Hp is 77 Jears old,and his
health has been rather precarious of late,so that he had to spend a good
part of his time in foreign health resorts.But I hope for the best and
trust you may succeed. With all €ood wishes

Sincerely yours

f.4. debuds,
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La Guaira: 13 de octubre de 1.93% .~
Mi guerido Profesor:

'Uh millén de gracias por su fins aten-
eidn y emables recuerdos envidndome sy intere-
sante 1ibro "The Diabolic Root", publicacidn
con la cual éontribuyo usted grandemente a en-
riguecer mas la Etoologla americana que tanto
debe & ese género de investigac iones.- Ya es-
toy leyendo ten euriosa exposicidn.- Anterior-
mente habfe recibido sus otros envios, iguel-
mente importantes.- .

Todos e mi casa 1p ijecordamos con es-
pecial agrado y hacemos vo ioa‘l\?,_or su bienestare=

Lo salude gu emigo é?
XTI Senor

Profesor

Vincenzo Petrullo |
The Univergity Museum | |
Philadelphiae.=~ AN/




EL MINISTRO DE RELACIONES INTERIORES /
PARTICULAR /
2P .

Y
saluda atentamente a su distinguido amigo sefior doctor
Vincenzo Petrullo, con ocasidn de avisarle recibo y dar-
le sus mds cumplidas gracias por el obsequio de su obra
"The Diabolic Root", la cual leerd con el mayor interés.-
TINOCO se vele de esta oportunidad para renovar
al sefior doctor Petrullo el testimonio de su consideracién

Yy personal aprecio.-

CARACAS, 26 de octubre de 1.,934,-
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B oo AUTOMOVILES-CAMIONES-TRACTORES LA VICTORIA
CD.BOLIVAR MARACAY
fL_AUTOMOVIL

UNIVERAL

COMPARIA ANONIMA - CAPITAL BS 3.000.000

CABLES: PHELPS - CARACAS - CopI1Go: BENTLEY

Caracas: 31 de Octubre de 1934

Sefior Dr. Vicencio Petrullo,
The University Museum,
University of Pennsylvania,
Philadelphisa.

Muy sefior nuestro:

Tenemos el gusto de acompaiiar a
la presente cheque N° 78656 de The National City Bank,
por la suma de § 54.27, que cubre la suma de Bs 213.75
al cambio de B 3.93, en que fue vendido su automévil

Qackland usado.

Esperando que encontrara esto de su conformidad,
aprovechamos la ocasion para suscribirnos,

AV.

PRESIDENTE




FRIGIDAIRE LIMITED cCoOMPANIA ANONIMA THE AEOLIAN COMPANY

RCA VICTOR COMPANY, INC. n l M a c E N A M E R l c a N O THE GLOBE -WERNICKE COMPANY
RCA RADIOTRON COMPANY, INC. STANDARD GAS EQUIPMENT CORP.

RCA PHOTOPHONE COMPANY INC. SUCESORA DE W. H. PHELPS BURROUGHS ADDING MACHINE Co-
UNDERWOOD ELLIOTT FISHER Co. bathilalailn s s
= CARACAS, MARACAIBO, CIUDAD BOLIVAR A
LCO APPLIANCE CORPORATION i HERRING - HALL - MARVIN SAFE Co
VALENCIA, PUERTO CABELLO )
{) CABLES: “"PHELPS” P. 0. BOX 2009
%

Caracas, Nov. l6th. 1934..
oy 7 7
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7
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Dear Petrullo:

First of all, a thousand pardons for not having written

you sooner and thanked you for the books on fishe$whyjeh

you so kindly had sent to me. They hav: proved very interesting
and have helped me identify several species whigh popular
'tropical Fish' books do not list. 2{

Youylbook on Peyotism arrived a few days ago and have only
gldnced through it. However not many days will pass before
I have read it through.

Have you written any thing_about your trip to Apure and
your experiences with the jndians down there?

What are your plans for the near future? Do you contemplate
returning to Venezuela to continue the study of other
Indian tribes? If so you must let me know, I am looking
forward to some more 'bull' sessions in the CCC with you,
and Guillermo, and Alfreddi

We still have some 'licuid' peyote left. As a matter of faot
we have two batches of it. Nobody has volunteered to take
a swig of the stuff,

You probably know that in the second 'Session'of Peyote we

had a girl alongl She is an American girl who was then visiting
'Dada' and his wife; she is a darned good sport and decided

she too wanted to take the stuff., While in the 'Bar' at home
she saw nothing at all. We took her home at about twé A.M.

and then, in bed, she says she saw all kinds of fantastic
things, mainly very vividly colored anidals. Alfredo had the
most amusing 'vision': a locomotive whose front end consisted
of an immense silver ear(about the same size as the locomotive)e.
Also he decided to test the antiaphrodisiac effect. He betook
himself to one our French ladies and reports that hds manhood
was Just saved by sheer will-power, Throughout the experiment,
I of course, continued to see phantastic fishes.

ibh

Wishing you a very Merry Christmas in advance, a
best regards,



