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Amusomgng °

All work and no play makes Jack a dull boy § Given
the proper environment, every animal, in his own peculiar
and perhaps clumey wday, gambols and plays, and mon must also
play at times. In civilization howevor, it is only very
small children who gambol and play naturally., At a very carly
age, class consciousness is forced on the child's attentiong
to gambol is infra dig, and thus children largely lose the
ablility to amuse themselves in a natural mahnor. They are
forced along unhaturel paths until they ean no longer amuse
themselves and oventually man, in 99 ecasos out of 100, a chilg
gtill, has to be amused at a cost by unnatural and often un=
healthy means during his lelsure hours, When such cost gots
tno high for hie pocket and man is forced back on his own.
resources, he finds himself almost compleotely helpless., Die-
content and trouble, first in the individual, then in the
mass, produce new problems as to how to amuse their inereasing
leisure = a vicious cirele, that taxes the best brains to=day
and which can cause considerable finaneial and cconomie strain,

The aboriginal Indians in their natural state mow
nothing of this outside curse, and their amusements are simple,
and within the reach of all, In their machineloss world,
cach unit = the family = faced with the problem of living by
ite own oxertion and gkill, has very little leisure in the

endeavour to wring a livelihood from a non-too bountiful nature
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when their overy need, oxcept a fow articles of iron, must
be provided by thomeeclves. The daily hours of light are
largely occupied with work of some kind, probably at not more
than a fragtion of the tempo of the outside world with its
non=stop machinery, yet work of some kind, maybe jJust the foolish
duty for an hour of spinning on the thigh a fow yards of eilk=-
graes twine to serve as fiphing lines, that any respeoctable
ghop would sell for five ecnts = only the shop happens to be
somg hundreds of miles distant | Just how hard the Indians
work is realised by fewe A vigitor drope into a villdge and

down go all tools., Here is a chance of amuscment, barter and -

trade, the gossip of distant villages, the news of friends,

the tales of adventures in the hunt, the quick flying shuttle
of repartee and practical jokes, all of wich you can get

each mcrning from your penny newgpaper 1n'civ iligation, An
important visitor means the closing down of all work except the
production of food, for some days at least, and it is only when
the white man's leongth of time and distance in the forests has
roduced him to aboriginal levels in supplice and thelr mode of
living, that he rcalises the amount of work to be undortaken.
Cortainly much of the work ie light and with eonsiderable vnr¢a~
tion, Rod fiching ie sport to the outside world, often a
hobby or pastime, but light as it may be phyeiecally, when
success means the difference between an empty pot or a full

stomach it assumes quite a differeont aspeet. Every Indian has
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g0 many calls on his time ang enorgy that it is 1mpoasiblo

- for hin to settle down steadily, and work day in and day

out at any one particular task evon if he wants to. This
faet acecounts to a very large extent for a ropufation of
shiftlossnoss and poor application, ospeeinlly when there is
‘a lack of a proper scnse of time and co=cperation, To-morrow
1s 21l right, but is elastlec and olusive, and the seareity

of forost gamo and natural supplics forbid grouping en a
larger scale than the family unit, | Civilizufion is stoadily
eneroaching on thelr preserves, when they must eithor sink
thelr nationanlity, independence and traditional culturc or
move farther away into the forests and begin life ancw by
themselves.

Although the Indian ofton works long hours and, at
times, undoubtedly hard, he never migses o ehance te play.
Mluch of his work takes on a feeling of competition and rivalry,
and 8o wcrk becomes more ©f o play or at least a popular nnd
plensant game, as much as golf or ericket with us., A1l
Indians have a keon sense of ridicule which leads to much
teasing and practical Jokes coupléd with hilarity and loughter
or even loud encouraging yells when at work. Life in the
foreste at iks best is hard, in food, comfort and amenties,
in comparison with our standards, yet 1life to the average .
Indian, when in good hoalth, lg one long joke oven on a
minimun amount of food. He is haphazard, probably thought=
less, communistic in that he must, and voluntarily doos -
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divide with others less fortunategy he is hospitable to a
degree, eruel at times as any calvanistic fanatie, yet on the
whole kind, thoughtful, oourtaous, and self denying, and above
all, laughter loving and pleasant, Keep 2 erowd of them
laughing and they will do anything }

Ong joy and sourece of amusement and pride is a little
child, Every woman in the village is on tiptoe to see the
latest arrival, and in a day or two, the proud mother is up and
around showing off her baby. The father of course will in
all probability be laid up for a pefiod of a weeck to one moon
(month) according to the law of different tribes in that curious
custom of Couvade whereby he must rest, and abstain complotely
from every form of oxercise unleses absolutely necessary, as
a gingle stroke of work may mean death or at least an ache or
a pain to the newly bofn infant. The fatheor ies responsible
for the soul or mental parts the mother for the body or physical
part of the ciild, henee the mother has to be fp and busy feeding
the father and attending to his every want, as the least exer=
tion on his part may cause the tender soul to leave ite frail
little casket to return whenee it came. During couvade the
father takes no interest in the ehild, or its mother, or even
the communal life around him, Ho ies goncorally on a strict
dioct, as cating any of the largoer game may make him the unecon=

scioug modium between the death struggle of such game and his

child?s soul., Onec couvade is over, his pride awakes, and soon
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he is Just as keen to tell of how his child has held a finger
" or smiled up at him as any father of fact or fiection, A
first tooth is shown to e¢veryone, the first word of speeech is
told and retold, and its various actions roncted to give food
for daughter Just as with familles outside.

The first child is a great oducator to the young parents,
neither of whom will have more than twenty rainy seasons to
their eredit. The mother has in 2ll probability arrived at
puberty some years prevlouély, and has beeome a shy, demure,
little person hidden away in a quiet background behind her mother
and various elderly relations, but the father has been 2 loud
noisy yelling youth, having his own way in nearly evérything;
full of eonergy and careless of anyone's comfort, beyond his
own whim for the moment. It ies surprising how a little child
can take the conceit and self-conseciousness out of thé average
Indian. Probably hé comes in tired and hungry after & hard
day's work in the field or at the hinting, but as there is only
the mother in the house he must tend the baby while she cuts
up the game and prepares a meal, If ho doesn't tend the baby
properly, it becomes fretful and soon ie erying. It i=s abso-
lutely no use arguing with a baby a fow monthe old., It can
bawl louder and longer than he ean, and father soon finds the
best thing to do ie to humour the baby somchow, He is faced
with new responsibility and if he does not rise successfully

to it, is the subjeet of much ridicule to everybody within
' reach. By the time the child is a year 0ld, the fathor is
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a changed man and from being a noisy animal, has become the
ghy reserved man of his type. |

| Ag soon as the child begines to toddle, the father is
supposed to provide it with playthings. Generally he first
brings in the young of some foreat game - beast or bird = and
these are given to the child, The child rarely handles these,
but they belong to the baby and must be tended and fed against
the day when such a pet may have some value as an article of
barters As the child growe, the fathor must make a miniature
gset of the various implements in dally use = a bow and arrows
in the ecase of a boys a small quake (a basket carried down the
back suspended by a band from the head = like the fishergirle
at home), a fan, or some woman's implement for a girl. The
boy is taught to hold the bow and arrow in correct posc, and
to shoots the girl dons her quake and enrries some light load,
or fans up the fire with the plaited fan.

The first real, and pactically the only toy of child=
hood is a puppy, whieh is lugged aromnd everywhere, fondled
and put to slecp as if it were a baby. The bovs are not
encourﬁged in this, but many of the girls céntinua to play with
puppies at times until they are fully grown., Anything that
is young and helpless scems to find a vein of sympathy in the
heart of moet Indian women, I once kept a number of Engligh
foxhounds for hunting deor and jaguar, and many a time I have

seen a woman of quite 30 vears of age put down her own child
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and take up one of my puppies to fondle and give her breasts
to it for the hour during which I would be doing business
with her husband, They will also c@pture the young of almost
any wild animal and often rear thom successfully; I have
repeatedly soon women suekling a young monkey, in other cases
8 helpless 1little deor or a wild hog, =nd I knew of one woman
who reared a young Jjaguar.

The puppy has a ghort 1lifo as a pet however as he soon'
grows teeth large cnough to bite with when squeezed too hard
or annoyed. It ig soon given more kicks thon kindnesses and
leads a 1life of misoryy unfed and uneared for, until it shows
gome aptitude for hunting when it is taken charge of by the
head of the house and carefully looked after and encouraged.
Many Walwai women keep & pet dog, invariadbly a storilised
male, tied up near their hammocks, well fed, fat as butter,
going with them to the bath or the field, but never allowed
to go near the men's dogs who would tear the pet to picces
ir they got the chance. With the oxcoption of these Waiwai
women's pets, every dog has to work for its own living and
largely that of its maater,' The puppy that shows no aptitude
for hunting has no master, gets no food except suech filth as
it can find or what it can steal, and one or two such dogs
arc to be found wandering free round almost every Indian
village, poor, thin, mangy objeets which exeite no pity,
but Are kicked and beaten by anyone and everyone, until they
dso. ’
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diegs

When a puppy begins to bite and grow troublesome, the
girls often adopt a substitute, a roughly carved root or a
bundle of eloth or leaves which forms a doll and is tended
in a somewhat similar though eruder way as the doll of the
outside world, '

All the children, independent of sex, roll over one
another, chase onc another around and gambol naturally for
80MEe years. During this stage it is rare to see any oxhibi-
tion of temper, they never fight or}hurt cach other inten-
tionally,. The one thing that raiepa a howl is when some
other child takes away the bit of stiek or whatever may be
the toy of the momont, A child may be imitating some work
he has seon going on, say underbushing a field with a picce
of stieck, and if anotlher child geots a wallop it is a case of,
"Keep out of my way whon you seo I am working", but I cannot
recall witnessing a stand up fight,

By the time the average boy is five years old, he is
supposed to be able to aceompany the fathor and do some little
fhing towards the cconomy of living, Even before this age
the girl has begun to assist in the houschold in various light
feteh and carry taskes, Modern law says thoe child must go to
school at five years of age to learn its letters and in a-
senge begin to work, Having no letters to learn or tables
to memorise, the Indian child begine to piek up some of the

elementary fundamental lessons in 1ife and somg Mmowledge of
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the thousand of natural phenomena around him, Aequigitive=
ness is a trait in all children of every racc, but no child
can tamely submit to receiving information through the
different senscs. Their hands and feot mus$ be kopt busy

and the Indian parent direects such energy in some small way
as will help the family. There ie no compulsion or forece
used, at lenst in tho case of the boys., Every child loves

to do something which it sece its elders doing., Ut is the
first step towards manhood and thie amﬁition goece muech further
than parental authority. The child worke willingly and
ambitiously, and gcte a reward in having a few hills of some
of their various vegotables. To ecarry home o pumpkin, a
water-melon or a fow cars of corn of hie own growing means far
nore to the Indian ce¢hild than a First Class Report for the
torm does tb his eivilized prototype, and by tho time tho

home child has mastered the multiplication table and long divie-
sicn; the Indian boy has a good and varied lmowledge on quite
2 number of subjoects v#rying from practical chemistry to
zoology, and considerable expericence in agriculture. The
Indian girl at the same age has had a good grounding in agri-
culture and an almost complete knowledge of household ceconomy.
I have in mind a ecase wherc a mother died after giving birth
to a baby., The oldest daughter, not more than 18- 11 years
of age, assumed full control of the houschold, together with

a younger sigtor. I often used to pases that way and could



Ho .. 582
not but admire the two little sisters in their work, which
was quite successful. In another case the father died
leaving a young family, the oldest, a boy, could not have been
more than ten. The boy assumed full responaibility, and I
ecan remerber the motherts vivid deseription of how he was Jjust
able to hold his father's éun to his shoulder, and with his
firet shot managed to kill a wild hog.

It is very rare that a child docs not respond to the
ambition to imitate what father does, but I remember one boy,
the son of a sub=chief in the Wppichanna tribe, who declined
to do anything, and who positively refused to do any work,.
His brothers were smart boys and at.work wier me, but this
particular one would do notfing, not even in the féeld or in
hunting. When he was Just énte:ing manhood he began to steal
from othor Indian flolds and protended he had a field of his
own that no one had seen. The ruse worked for a while but
he was found out, and he was generally thought to be a complete '
wastrel. His father sent him in to my station one day with
some ordery or goods to sell, and the young vagabond found
an opportunity to steal something. He was caught red handed.
My station happened to be erowded that day, so I ealled every-
body up as witnesses, whilet I administered half a dozen of
the best with a leather strap and packed him off home with the
promise of a double dose if he ever put a foot baeck in my
station., Three months afterwards the father called in to
thank me for vhat I had done. The lad on arriving home had
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been subjoet to so mueh ri&icﬁle that he had gone out in the
forost and cut a fleld for himself. Within tho yoar he came
in to me with the first rruits of his own fimld, which I gladly
purchased. He settled down and marriod but he ndver amounted
to very mach, as he had arrived at manhood without having done
a stroke of work, and he had too much to learn, He was bitten
by o deadly snake a year or two lnter, and unfortunately died.
From five vears old and onward all . children have to do
gsome work, but they are rarely forced Eeyond their eapacity and
a child has only to say he is tired to be told to stap worke
Haturally they still have considerable leisure as they have not
yot begun anything in the various arts and erafts of the tribe,
and they still play a lot. At thie age many are very fond of
a form of badminton as a gamo,. The shuttlecoeck is made from
a short coh of thelr Indian corn from which all corn has beon
vomoved. In thé thick ond of a three ineh cob there is stuck
a ring of feathors from various forest birds. No racket ie
uged: the shuttle being strueck with tho opon palm of either
hand. 8ides are nover chosen to play, apd the point in the
game is to seo how long they can keep tossing the shuttle without
ite falling to the ground, In some cases where one or othor
of the indigonous rubber trecs are to be found, round balls about
the size of an ordinary tennis ball are made from the resilient
gun and used in a similar mannof by the elder ehildren (in
their early teens). The gamo is nolsy and full of movement
and much laughter and ridicule is moted out to the butter-

fingors who miss a strike., They vary this game with the ball
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by throwing it to'each other and cateching it/

Préctically all the youths of every tribe I lmow get
a great deal of amusemont out of string figures = the Cate!?
Cradles of tﬁo civilized childs Fow children make many, but
between the ages of 12 and 20 most youths spend many an idle
hour with a bit of string. Both sexes moke these figures,
but it is generally the young men who are tho adepte. The
young malds do not have the times the chores of the Indian
household are even more unending and urgent than those of their
civilized sisters. The numbors of these various string f£igures
are endless; many are difficult to imitate owing to the intri-
cacy and number of movementss several are Very amueing, and some
have a little trick, where some simple movement escapes the
eye and throws the whole arrangement into an entangled knot to
the uproarious laughter of tho spectators who are in the "know",.
Practically overy village and nearly overy youth have thoir
own pet figures. whieh thoy will male continuously for nearly
an hour on ond. Many of their various figures héve a story
bohind them and most are supposed to represent some phase in
human or animal 11t6. I novor made notes of those figures
and mony have completely escaped my memory but I have sean'
gcores of dififerent ones, I don't think any one person has
over mastored all the figures they produce, as from time to
time they ovolve new ones.

Hair cutting umongsf the Wapichanmna in my early days
wag quite commonly done with a sharp knife against the réim-of
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an inverted calabash placed over the potiontts head =~ the
result belng a grotesque steps and chairs arrangemont that
was anything but protty. They had a few secissors in the tribe
but it was only whon I introduced work on a 1nrgé scale that .
they beocame goneral, Some inventive yvouth cvolved a string
figure which thoy called "Klitki" (eciaséra) and which was
quite a good imitntion of tho article. Most figures have
nampgs and frequently a etopry. These names may be The Jumping
‘Flea: the man who got lost in tho woodé, the Tie=up knot, a
trick figure thet tangles up mosgt beginners;'the Catch=me
figures the spectatér having the choige of two loops neithor
of which whon properly made will holdmtho inserted finger,
and others, Mnny'fieﬁes, animale and some birds are rep=
rosented in string, also various pocullarities and avocatione
of the Indians themselves, such ag The 01d Man's Apple or the
0ld Woman's Faco. :

Most Indiéns are fond of musie, although fow of them
show much inelination or aptitude to the art in their carly
yoars beyoﬁé such as mocte the toet of official manhood. [Muesie
ia an art confined ontirely to the male population end no woman
playe any instrument at any time. Women avre however supposed
to sing in accompanimont with the men at their dances, and all
womgn sing in some sense to quiet fretful children, It is
rare any youth plays any but the most elementary instrument =

drum, or ingtrument requiring no skill = but when they marry
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and assume the responsibility of a home and family most of
them practise on the bamboo flute, and they soon develop some
ability to enliven a dull hour between the hour that darkness
demands the closing of the doors of tho hut, and the time when
thoy become sleepy. This is when they relate the sdventures
of the day, or thelr oral traditions or myths , but many men
make a point of playing a little every night. On such nighte
as thore 1s nothing intercsting to relate, this flute playing
may go on for an hour, The music is soft and not at all dis-
pleasing, although generally quite unintelligible to any-but
Indian eare. They develop a short serics of notes which arev
played again and again for some momentes, then ﬁhey play a new
gsot of notes for a while and so on until they exhaust thelr
repertoires At the last they invariably finish on a ecouple

of high shrill notes which everyone understands as the eonelu=
gion of the performmance. If another married man livee in the
hut he may alternate in the playing or more probably wait till
the Finish signal is givens In the large commmnal houses thie
would streteh out the progrmmme too long and it is quite customary
then to hear three, four, or even more flutists all playing at
once and each playing his own tune or serios of notes., It is
anything but pleasant then, but fortunately most communal houses
have & guest house some little distance away whore strangers
are housed, and oven a little distance, although it may not add

enchantment , at least tends to mederate the noise.
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The apex of all amusemont is tho dance, and this they
stage as often as is possible. A dance however means a pai~
warrl or drinkipg feast with much proparation and hard work
beforehand. It 1s the rule that as many guecsts as poseible
must be invited and it ies very rare that I have met a house=
holder daneing with only his owm family, Where a number of
families live in one house, they can dance thomselves, or stage
a dance in honour of a single guest and his reotinue,. A large
dance may mean a couple of hundred guosts‘or more, and can be
stagod only when food ie fairly plentiful and seldom more than
once & years After oxceptional rains or droughts, when the
food supplics may be‘nil, a dence may be an imposeibility for
long perlodse They must wait until onough food is on hand to
convert into beer on whieh to get o proper kick out of the dnnco.
and I have known Indiané at a ecritical stage in supplies, ﬁut on
a big dance and thon have o live for months aftorwords on such
forest producte as could be found, , _

The actual dance varies little with the diffcréent tribes.
The steps are confined to oﬁe or two shbrt atepes forward then '
backwards, followed by one short step to one aidé generally the
right, The right foot ig always put forward first with a stamp,
a fow inchos to a foot in front, the left is brought forward to
the same level and snother stamp with the right foot given, but
without any forward motion, so asto give movements inhtriplicata.
The whole movoment i1s made with a bending of the head and upper
part of the body. The movement ig then made to the rear, right
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firet again, and in the same order. These two (forward and
bockward) movements are repentod timg and time agnin., One
varinticn 18 a eide gtep to the right, end the dancer woves
round in a cirele as o rule. If deneing 1s done in the house,
they generally cirele roﬁnd the beer coance. Veriations are
made in the =ide steps, in one of which a short quiek run is
made, but all this deponils on‘ﬁhe leader, or master of cere=
monies .

Cortain men aéquirc reputations as dancers, either
for gkill of performance, knowledge of variations or ability
for singing. Leadership of the dances ileg seldom en ambition,
as it 1s a most strenuous physieal position, Feow wmen carve
to act as mastor of ccremonies in th@ir younger days, and 1%
iz gonerally men of 30 = 40 years who act and then only after
much persussion ag I have often seen happen. Onee chosen,
the leader takes up his post at the hend of the line of dancers
and there he has to stay for the duration of the dance, which
may run from a few hours,only to as much ag a thirty six hour
performance., During this time, he has to seot the tempo and
rhythmy he has to excel not only in perfection of the stepe,
the foree of his stamping, rattle=shaking, bowing, and dis-
tortions, but he has to lead the singing, keeping the highest
ndte, and periodieally changing the dance as also the song
or chant, He must drink hies ghare of beer, yet not becomé
g0 drunk as t’o have tod esert hie post. He ean only atop
for short periods to rolieove nature, ond at such times = rarely

more than a moment or twe = the other dancers may follow his
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example or the dance may stop altogether until he returns. I
have known a leader sleep solidly for twenty four hours aftor
a long dance due to almost complete physical oxhaustion and
scarcely be able to walk normally for some days afterwards,.
It may be & week or more before he recovers complotely.

The men range themselves in a long line on ﬁho loader's
lofte. The man with the hoxt best reputation as a dancer is
noxt him, the ling tailing off in ability to an end where the
boys are trying out their firat Awkward steps and oven a wee
toddler hopping about. The leader and a few of his immediate
left hand dancors carry six fect long bamboo poles round which
ar¢g wound long strings.ef Jingling secds. These are pounded
noisily on the ground to suit either a step or a note in the
mugic. Other dancers carry shak-ghaks in their hands, or
flutes, whistles, anﬁ other so-called musical instruments,
all oithor shaken or blown to keep time with the rhythm of the
dance.

Every Indian tribe has a varioty of musiecal instruments,
but none thay I have met has developed tunecs that are suitable
for a dance, and invariably the music is provided vy the human
voicoe The singing is done in a fairly louwd toneg and the song
is changed every half hour or so. <These songs are short little
tunce sot to words of little more than a eouple of sentences,
generally giving a deseription of some naturai phenomegnon such

as the wind, the sun, the rain, or some bird or beast., These
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songs are not extempore, but have been handed down from one
generation to another. I have heard them trying out new
words and ideas to the tunes but very few ecateh the faney

and I doubt if & new popular song is composed more than once
in a 1lifc time. When all else fails the singers fall back
on a gimple interminable "Hel=ya-ha" treble note to fit the
tune and which ean be sung by all, Strange to say the Wapil-
channa tribe have never had a poet and thoy eannot go beyond
this last form of song in thoir own language. The Macusei
tribe hawéver have had many poeots who have composed songs of
almost endless numbersy but then they are the hereditary enemics
of tho Wapichamma, However there is no alternative; =o to
avoid the ondlese monotony of Heoi-ya<ha the Wapichanna must
and do esing the Macussi songs, They begin on their own song,
but as the.drink eireculateos end they become morricr and more
devil-may=care, they start off singing the enemy's songs.

The women in most tribes form a line about three fect
to the rear of the men, Again a leader is chosen to head the
line, gencrally for her voice and ability in song. she, how=
_ever, as indeed the whole line of women, need not continue
daneing for very long periods. On tho women devolve the duties
of keeping the fira# going to provide light, prepering food if
required, and above all koeping'the calabashes of boor cir-
aulating all the timg. It is very rarce that all the women
aro daneing at the same time, and the line is constantly

pltornating and ciwanging. Theoy dance about a yard to tho
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roar of the men, the linoe dwindling in ability to a ragged.
end of young girle who merely stamp and walk aimlesely about,
Tho women'e ledder is immodiately behind the mon's leader,
keoeping the same stevs ana tune. Theilr sginging is kept on
a high strident note which must bo a conglderable strain on
the voeal chonde, The womon oecasionally carry a shak-shak
but never use eny of the other musical inetruments,

Amonget the Wapichanna the women cutnumber the men to
o cansiderabie degree, and even with theilr gystem of polygamy,
thore are numbers of unappropriated fomales. As the dance
progresses overyone becomes to some oxtont intoxicated and
aftor hours of hard exortion many of the mon bocome quite
sodden and carry on almost mochanically., ' The frec=lance woman
- may get exhilarated with drink but she does not by any means
got drunk, as indeed fow of tho womon with their multifarious
duties can nrférd to do. Whon tho free woman thinks the
proper moment has arrived, she attaches horself to some selectod
mole by placing her right hand on his loft shoulder., The
woman hints that the man appoars tired and a reat would do
him good. The man probably agrecs and he is stesved %o the
woman s hammoek quite cargless and oblivious to where he is
going, In this way, many moarriagos are congummated, as the
man wakes up to find himself with a straﬁg@ woman, and if she
ie at all ekliful or desperate, she publishes the faet with no

uncertain volee.
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Amengat such tribes as have had a fair contact with
eivilization, those dances and drinking festivals are fre«
queontly the scene of much promiscuous interecourse, and gen=
orally tho more the tribe has bocome eivilized, the greater
is the dogree of debauchery. Amongst the more remote tribes,
however, with little or no contact with outeide idens, habits
end customs, there ie practically none of thiaf Génerally
at a vory tender age, the boy or girl kmows who his or her
future mate is to be. The son of a brother finds his wife
in the daughter of a sister, and vice versa the son of a
woman takes as his bride the davghter of his mother's brother,
in other words, thoy marry fﬁll cousins, The ehildren of
brothers eannot marry any more than the childreon of any :
glsters,s Such childron are considered full blooded brothers
or glstors ae the case may be. VWhen howevor no gister's
daughter is avallable for e brotherts son, a marriage ecan
ecagily be arranged by the boyls father simply ealling some
women hig sister. I have found it is the gencral hadbdt of
all the boyé to be §fficially engaged ot a very ed'&y ago,
gsometimoes os mere toddling tpte; I hnve often heard a
girl spoken of gs the bride or wife of a certain boy and
thelr standing is practieally that of the engaged eouple
amonget oursclves, but actual marriage does not take pldce
until the youth has passed his manhood tests. These engage=-

ments are binding and very rarcly broken execpt by death,

SR ol
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Amongst cvery tribe there are always szome men and women to
whom marriange has been denicd from some reason or other in |
which case the male almost invariably has to purchase the
woman from whoover her guardlians may be. The wbman ean
malke no move, especially in hef vyounger days, and seomg peore
feetly content, although when a woman gets to an age of
Letween 25 and 30, she scema to throw all customs on one gide
and will probably abproach some man of hor cholece, vory often
clandestinely. The unanttached giri in her toens ig rarely
ever allowed to move without a companion, a mother or some
.0lderly relative, and at the large dances, I have often soen
mother and daughter hand in hand oither daneing, handing out
drink or food, or attending to verious other duties. oOf
gourse I do net say that promiscuity does not occur in every
tribe, at times, but I do maintain that there is little evi-
denee of it to be seon amongst the more remote tribee oven

at big drinking festivals. Aftor having won the complote

confidence of the Walwals I went to their villages with some

twonty Wapichanna earriors, some two or throo of whom, young

and wnattached, declared their intention of taking a Waiwad
girl bock with them as a help to their bocoming rocdgnieed
tradors for the well lnown graters so urgently required by
the Wepichanna, They stayed several weeks before I went
deeper into the forests. Thore were several dances and
drinks; my gen werc in good employment , and had wenlgh -

clothes, beads, knives ete, = to eatiefy and attract any
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girl, but they returned as they eame - unattached |

Amongat the Wéiwai, gtrange to say, it is the women
and not the men who are the prineipal dancers. A woman 1is
chosen as the loader and takes hor place at the héad of the
lineg thé mon fdrming up behind and trying rather shame=-
facedly to keep up with the steps and the tuno, and jJust the
oppralte to genernl custom, It is the only case I know of
where women asauﬁe the leading role in any activity outside
the houschold duties., Daneing would sgem to be an art in
which the Walwal 1s deficient, and I found the women who were
recogniéod as officient leoaders had all come from, or had some
comection and practice with, other tribes away far to thg
gouth and deeper in the forests, Amongst the Wapichannay
most recognised danece leadors were men who had had some con-
neetion with the Macussl, some distance to the North in this
case, but the women leaders amongst the Weiwal won their ai-
ploma for ability in danéing, whereas the Wepiehanna leader
(malo) was selected for his ability in singing,

The steps and movements of the Waiwai dances wore rmueh
livelier and more varied than those in most tribes and they
required much more room in which to porform, ALl dances took
place out in the open in the area cleared in front of thelr
houses and I have never seen a dance étaged indoors, although
their huge communal houses were much more sultable than the
small hovsce of the Wapichanna who as a rule dance 1ndoors.'

Many of the Waiwal dances are quite clabornte and intrieate,
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net only in the steps, dbut algo in the figures attempted and
1t must roquire a falr amount of practice to become an expert.
They have had their own poets'and all songe arve sung in thelr
own language. The men gsing less than amongst otﬁer tribes
and join or drop out of the line of dancers as and when they
please. The men invariebly sorve the beer to the dancers and
ercotators, and thus releasc the women/{§:$ duty, although
somo women and glrle etill have various household dutics o
soc t0. The women keep on dancing until the beér is finlshed
but drink comparatively little. Tho drinking is done by the
men to a2 great exﬁent, andmwhile it appears neocessary that all
the men must darce now and agailn, they mostly line up as spoe«
t&tors at strategic points. The VWalwal dancee are glven
during the day, and I have several timoes seon the woman leader
give the signal to close the dame oven when thore was plenty
of beer on hand, I have never soon a Walwal dance eontinue
longer than a fow houra - gay gix at the moet, Every‘othar
tribe dancos day or night until the drink is completely
finished or everyone is completoly exhaustod, and In this
respect the Walwal customs are 1ﬁterest1ng,

Bach tribe has its own national dance in which they
drogs up in someo poculliar form and cach individual ropresents
gome animal or bird. The Waplchanna have theilr Parosharu
Danee. The mon tear off the s=inglo digits of various palm
leoavese Qﬁd string thom on to lengths of tough lianos or home
mode string. - They wind one of those round the hips, the
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walst, tho shoulders and neek and o double or treble onc is
eaught round the top of the hoad. With the exception of the
toes no part df the body ean be seen and the dancer apﬁears
as an animated bundle of palm'leaves. Tach donecer has pre=
viously Eade a trumpet about three fect long from a hollow
Balsa sapling, at the lower ond of whieh is attached a rudely
2nrved animal or bird, The performer must imitate te the ‘
best of his abllity such animal or bird as he has choszon as his
erblem, in all its verious actiohs and calls, This dance isg
gen@rﬁlly done out of doors as there is neithor the space
in the small houses for the necessary movoments, nor sufficlent
light to enable the spectators to sce. The dance is never
gtaged by everyone and there are gonerally plenty of eritics
and onlookerss Whon tho dancers beecome weary of the running,
'prancing and jﬁmping in imitation of their roepective cnbleus,
and definitely whon the sun sinks and dorkmess falls, they all
retire indoors when the usual Hol-ya<ha dance is begun, Each
performer must howevor carry his palm leaf away to some dig~-
tance, and 1t is quite a common oceurrence when travolling in
the Waplehanma country to seec a Parisharu Dross hung up in a
low tree {the aeéepted place of disposal) at one side of the
trail at a spot that may be miles from the noarcet house op
village., ’ |

The Waiwal have thely own national dance on ¢ omowhat

similar lings, but the necessary dress is far more oloborate
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and tekes some days to prepare, on which account, I had

made several vielts without having time to await o demon=
stration. However, I arrived off a survey frip in the onrly
part of the year 1913 with only two Taruma attendants, who .
would by no mesns strain the food supplies of the tribe and

1 decided to stay %ill I eaw the dance., After fixing things
up, the men took their axes and ecutlasses and Glsappeared

in the forest. When they returned each man wng laden with

a bundie of bark abcutis to 8 feot in length., This was

the bark of the Kakaralll tree, & peculiar laminated bark
which when properly beaten divides into o numbor of thin
gheote not any thicker than o shoet of fine papere The

men spont almost a day pounding and hammering this bapk with
wooden beoaters and carefully pulling the thin sgheots apart,

A stout cord, some 4 to 5 fect long, was next spun on the
thigh from silkgrass and tiéd between two upright poles placed
in the ground. The thin bark shectes were now torn into
ribbons about one inch wide, the two onds carcfully placed
together and cach ribbon secured by a hiteh at the exact
centre round the prepared string., lore and more ribbons
were atteched to the string as close as possible until the
space between the poles was pucked full, After combing these
perfectly straight and perpendicular with the fingoers, cach
man sat down in front and begen winding other bark ribbens
round and round certain portiong of the hanging barks.

Thore seomed ne methed in this winding or bandaging. A man
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would take cnough bark to make a core about as thick as the
thumb and bandage it corefully for as much as two feet of

ite length, or he might bandage 1t merely for a couple of
inches but the groeater part of the whole thing was left une-
bandaged, This bandaging tock up a whole day and already
 they had spent threc days in preparation., The next day a
hunt was arranged and "would I lend them" a now hoe I had with
me « They carried tho bandaged barks with thom and we walked
for o couplo of miles through the forcst away from the mountains
until we 6amo to a2 erock along whose banks was a deposit of
elay., They began digging with the hoe and soon had a strip
of clean exposed claj which they dug up and puddled well with
thelr feote VWhen having added water thiz wae reduced to
liquid mud, the barks were carcfully soused and completely
coveored with mud. Thoy wore trampled down till not a single
peint of bark appesrcd anywhero.

We then epread out in the forest for home, hunting as
wo went and saving the barks behind us. Early noxt morning,
mogsongers wore despatched to bring baék the barks. They
had been earefully washed freec of all mud and wero hung up
in the sun to dry, but they had eomplotély changed eolour,
When we trampled them in tho mud yestéfday the whole thing had
been a slightly reddish light brown colowr, to-day the whole
affair was a dull matt black. The following morning, after
making sgure that the barks were completely dry, cach man began
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cutting and wiwlnding the bandages he had wound on., Ag these
camg off, I found the original eplour had beecn preserved and
gave qﬁitc o contrast against the black backgroumd of such
parte as had been left unbound, but it was not until the last
bandage had been removed and the bark shalen straight that I
discovered the motive in tho operatiens. Even Saik Tau,
my interprcter, could not ecxplain what tho idea was, but I now
found that the bandaging had been done to form some animal op
bird. As each man shook out his bark, there was exposed a
view of a turtle, a monkey, a dog, n wild hog, or some such
animal, Some had chosen birds and one had dosigned a man,
There wag no doubt about each animal; they were of course
goomebrlieal in form 02 it was impossible for them to bind
a curved limb but they were splendid figures of the animals
selected and showed up to perfection in light brown against
the matt black of the background, | |

In the dance at a later hour, the bark was warn round
the shoulder with the motif exposed on the back of the wearer.
Each man prenced cround and gave ag graphie an imitation of
hig ecmblem 2e he could, npecmpanied by much uproarious dhntt
‘and laughter from the speetators, The women wore called
out to dance in tho usual manner and the men did much of
thelr imitations and buffoonery behind them or round them,
or through amongét them, The monltey had by far the greatest

range of antics and repentedly brought down the house with
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his capers. The signal to stop daneing was given by the
woman lesder shortly before the sun sagk behind the forest
wall round the eclearing, and after a feed everyone retired
to bed, sober, but happy and full of laughter. -I purchased
those maeks (?) next day for one butehorts lmife osch, amd
we carried out as many as we eould, Thoy now repeose in some
migoun in the United States of Amerieca and are probably the
only ones ever brought out of the forests,

A pocullar feature of the organized Waiwhi dances
wags the presence of a couple of clowns, Theso were young
lads nét yet quite at manhood; generally gawky self=counsclous
adolescents in thelr early teens., Thelr duties secmed vory
vagde, principally to caper around the differeont dancers
and to give some rather erude imitations of their olderas.
They wore supposed t0 Xeep up o running fire of wittilclems
but their reportolre was limited and seldom raised o laugh
although all the epectatars were keenly watehing and vory
ready to applaud. They preferred to go away by themselves
and give childish imitations of varlous animals or Just
chasing each other or any children within rosch.

There are exceptions Lo overy rule and on one ogcasien
I saw a couple of'these clowne at a Walwal dance who wéro
really amusing and funny espeeially tho elder. These elowns
are genorally dAregsed up somewhat for the gamo: mostly
with & fow fronds from a young palm leaf tied round thelr

head, neek, or walst, but on this occasion they were much
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bettor dressed, not only with palm fronds but a fair amount
also of feather ornaments., The elcer Rad seomed very under=
sized for his age = I should say 15-1% years = which might
account fOT.his superiar porformance and precoeious wit,

He wore a mask whieh for all the world was practiecally
e palr of motor goggles, although vory dofinitely not a
slnglo man in the tribe had ever been within soversl hundred
milos through the trackless foreste of cithor tho slght or
sound of such a vehicle., The eve pleces of the goggles
were two endeg of the hard outer shell of the lerge pod in whieh
are pacle & & score or‘ee of ordinary commercial Brazil Nuts.
At one ond of this pod ie a stem of vegotable mattor which
gradually shrivels up as the nuts méture and ripen until the
pod drope to the ground with a small eireular hole of roughly
kalf an inch diametor which runs right through tho hard shells

Ineidentally it i1e through this hole that a certain
raro'bluish lizard creeps to eat the anciosed nuts, I have
seen this lizard only twlee, both timos in Brazil nuts which
wore sligﬁtly‘immature, but I have never seon this lizard on
the forest floor or on the trees. It was well lmown to both
the Teruma and Walwail whére large recfs of those trees exist.
They apoke of the lizarde as the "Brazil Nut Mema®™, but I
could not learn anything of ite other types of food or life
history,.

“Thig boy had earefully ecut off two civeular cnde

of these pods which carried such holes. The two plecee were



Gt o SRR Gt AR SRR L Y e v

2 e A A R i E i T < i e RN e g e e Vs T SRR R AR 3 2t i S S e e T e, | {8 'i“wf}‘:--" Rign bl et o SR e g I eI S

Ho .. 602

a little over 2 inches in diameter with the holes as near
the exaot centre as possiblo. He had laghed theée 'hog;eﬁher,
throuéh tiny holes bored on one gide, with =1lk grass, in
guch a manner that the centre holes wore immediately in front
of the pupils of his eves. At the eothor side of these cireles
he had attached strings, which he tied behind his head to keep
the mask in position, 7o hide the bridge of silkgrasa or or
the nose he had attached the upper beak of a Harp?QEagle which
hung down and completely concenled his own nose. T whole
affalyr was decorated with a number of feathors and the paint
linece on hias brow anc face added to the grotesque,

His companion was dressod only with a fow palm loaf
fronds. He was much younger and sgemod to Yave boen chbsen.
ag a foll to tho anties of the older. This follow was extromely
aglle and witty and for some hours kept tpe whole company in
roars of laughter with hie eapering and morry quips,., His rep=
regentation of a wild pig was the favourite. In this he Xkopt
rushing about: taking oover behind bushes and trec stumps and
imltating porfectly the sounds emitted by a pig on the rampage,
while feeding, or brought to bay by dogs. Whonever he got |
a chanee he charged the dancers or spectators who promptly
gseuttled out of reach. The high light of the pcrrofmanee
wag when, head well down, ho suceessfully charged betwoen the
logs of the less wary, espeelally if the vietim was a woman,

who, when sent sprawling on the ground, made frantiec efforts

B e Sl o AT s
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to cover up and regain her foot. This last inveriably
“bfought the house down"™ for & good ton minutes.

This clawn‘dancing 1ls done by othor tribes also =
Wapichanna = but 1g of little amusement or intorést. The
dancers never dressed Up and were gonorally only about §
years old. I never could understend whether 1t was part
o *he ritual, or merely two proud motheps bringing'their off=-
gpring into the limelight, Thelr daneing aénsistod only
in Jumping up or down in a vory~chilﬁish way and laughing
loudly at themselves, but amonget the Waiwal the clown played
o vofy active and gntertaining part.

Amongst the adults of all tribes probably the most
goneral of all amusemonts aftor darkness has fallen, is stary
telling Iin somo form or other, as it can be carried out year
in and year out, and, apart from a little flute playing, fills

in such hours as lie botwoen dusk and actual sleep. The

‘subjecte range from the doings of the day whother in the fleld

or the forecet to thelr folklore and mythology. Most of these
storics are short, probably 5 to 15 moments duration, but in
the case of some ong who has made a journey of somo woeks ‘
from home; the tale of advanture must run into serial form,
This however ls only told at longth for the bonefit of the
travellers own family-and is condensed to the amiging or spee=
tacvlar when told to outsiders. These travel tales are of
little intercst to anyone, being simply a vorbal dlary of
the tript e list of breakfast and sleoping campss details
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of the game shot éach day and a deseription of running thie
or that fall or the weather. Many of their animal eand folk=
lore stories are not only amusing but instruetive as they
froquently bring forward actual facts that are 1% tle known,
The ecasunl visitor rarely hears the story telling. His
arrival completely upsete the usual routine and conversation
is more gencral. When however the white man has coansed to be
the centre of curlosity, such as on a long journcy scores of
miles from any habitatien, normal habite are rcosumed and story-
telling at dusk comee into full play. It is however very diffi-
cult te follow these stories correcetly as the languange used
is very different from that in daily use. They have developed
many abbreviations and idiome in their oratory, cspeelally in
their mythology, that are never heard othorwise. 1In every
tribe there are scveral men who are the recognised racontours,
yet no two of thom scem to usc exactly the same idioms., You
can learn to follow on¢ man in his taleg then you listen to
another who lives oply 50 miles away and you are all at sea,
The thread or-thc story romains the samp, but many of the finer
points cannot be followed owing to a oempleﬁb now and unknown
gories of expresesions being used. The language of any race
if fluid and constantly being added to by now fgcas , inven=-
tiong and slangs, but due to denser éopulatian and speod of
comﬁunication soon beeome general, Living long distances apart

and with slow and little communiecntion, various sections of the
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same tribe can develop such expressions independently and on
quite different lines, which accounts for the dAifficulty in
understanding thom, but these are only met in their tales.

The language in use by day in any tribe ies invariably the same
except for an oecasional newly coined word and ean readily he
understood by anyone, but a very different questien'with the lan=-
guage of the night,

. The Story of the Creation ig by far the finegst of the
tribal myths and also the Jongest. It has been published else=
where but I ineclude the @ iginal as written yeors ago now., All
the tribes I know have a Creator and a Devil, and though the
Story of Creation varies from tribe to tribe, the underlying
idoas, belicefs and teaching are always the same., They are
very shy of telling this myth before strangers = men of another
race or tribe. It is only after some years residencoe amongst
them and gaining their confidenee that I was told the tale.
Their other stories of animalg, birds, the hunt, the stars, or
the standard jokes of the tribe = will be told before anyone but
not the Myth of Creation., That, at least around the opening.
vyears of the preeént contury, wae hold too sacred to be mentioned
before any person oxéept the near relations of the raconteur.

I have never heard it related in a camp for instance where I had
o dozen or twenty mon at work. Every other tribal Jjoke and
story would be related but never the Creation Myth.

I had certainly been some three or four yeurs amongst
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the Wapichanna béfare I heard this myth. I had to make arrange=
meonts for ong of the racegniaed raconteurs = a man bordering on
70 years of age and one of the tribal sub=chiefs = to come in
to my station and tell it. We had to bo alone and each night
we met in an upstairs room by ourselves at about 7 p.m. and he
‘apun the tale until around © ofeloek when we would retire to
sleeps It took a full week before he hnd‘nnrratod the whole
storys the reason being that he adopted me asa relative and as
such had to give me the advise at appropriate points necessary
for my education in the corrcet way of 1£v1ng generally and in
the morals and precepts of the Tribe at full length. Had he
not done this, I do not think he could have told tho story pro-
perly. By adopting me he crcated the mental atmesphere of his
own home so to speak and thus could tell me the stary exactly as
he would have done to his own sons or daughters.

Tho old man was terribly in carnest and the wholo session
was most impressive. No minister of our own class or religion
could have been more serious, or have expounded any better the
morales of a good spiritual life. There was no questlion in the
old man's mind as to my conversion or of doubt as to thore being
8 Delty or o future 1lifey the points he tried to make was how bost
to live a life without blemish (sin) and to avoild the puhishment -
if only shamg = of wrong doing.

Mueh of the recitation was tedious, but I sat through it

to the ende. In later years I wag to hear it in condensed form
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guch as whon some noted member of the tribe was on a visit
from a distance and had been requested by the host to speak
to the youth of the house. With posesibly only ono night in
which to do this, as for instance the guide who was a ceompanying
me on a tour, it had to be cut down and it ie in this form that
I eveﬁtually wrote out the Myth,

There is no doubt that the Croation of Myth played a
very important part, at least among the Wapichanna and the more
remote tribes, in tribal 1life right into the prosent century,
and it is a great pity that such influence is rapidly dis~
appearing if not completely gone. Religion from the outside
world has been brought to them under the mistaken idea that
the tribes were heathen and savages, and not a single thought
given as to whether they had any ldeas of their own on the sub-
Jeet which could have beon gently and slowly modified inte the
teachings of Christ. The result is that the so=ealled Missions
struek at the fundementals of all that is best in Aboriginal
Indian life and left them with a hodge=podge of ideas which they
could not assimilate or put into practice. Missions as a rnlo
expect, if not demand, speedy returns in baptia@?3 converta,
marriages, and attendance at sorvices to confcrﬁwfo their own
pet laws and theology. This disrupts accepted tribal customs
and rites which is fatal to the morals of a people who, so far,
have had only the very slightest acquaintance with modern eivi-
lization, but does not satiafy the moré pressing acahcmic require=
ments of the tribe in any way.

The Indians with thelir desperate neod of manufactured
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goods are only too ready to acquicsce in and accopt such of
the white mants toaching and ways as pleases him, but he has
no previous oxperience to guide him and therefore makes many

- mistakes in his gelection of new 11nés; of conduet and thought.
He is oxtromely willing to be taught but all eivilization hae
done for him in great measure 2o far is to disrupt all his eul-
tural, soaial/:ﬁbal customs and habits on the one eide and
oxploij: him as cheap labour on the other. In dealing with
the more mophisticated tribes it would be far better and
wisor to meet them on falr and sound commereial or cconomie
linge and leoave them to slowly evolve their own future code
of othics and morals to meet the material changes asg thoy

aro8gC.

D GO e O e SER o e S e G e G SR



No «. 609

Indian Mythology.

»

Story telling amongst the Indians is quite -n art,
but is almost entirely confined to the men. Women have
~ their storles, but these are recounted aecretly'in low,
almost inaudible whispers to their follow women, or the
budding maldens, and never in the public manner of the men,
Very fow men in early life are adept storytellors. Up to
the time of marriage = gonerally somewheore between 17 and
20 years of age = the young man takes little if any interest
in the oral traditions and mythes of his tribe. He will
listen enthralledj he has probably heard them dozcns of
times and could have them letter perfeet, but he is at an
age when hls powers of observation are being traihed at high
speed in other dirccetions and it gseoms to me that his atten=-
tion is more wrapped up in the practical than the theoretical.
He is also too full of vitality and restlessncess whiech muet
find an outlet in action and nolse. Speech making and the
ability to hold an audience comes slowly and with econsiderable
experience as a rule, and he has n?t vot acquired the floﬁ
of speoech or the necessary eonfidence to enter the liste ae
afsﬁorytellor. Within a year of marriage, the Indian is
gonerally a father, and by tho time a men roaches thirty,
he will have hig own house and some children sufficiontly
advanced to understand things and whom it is now hies duty
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to amage and cdueate. Egporionce_and practice improve his
aft, but fow good réconteurs are met with before they are in
their middle thirtios. '

The storics fall naturally into two kinds, those told
in the evening and those in the early mérning. The tales at
night are -invariably told in the house and deal with a great
variety of subjects, such as the history of the tribe and the
loeality, tales of their hunting or fighting ancestors, amusing
storics of beast and bird, or the long story of the Crcation,
Thoso in the morming arc told in the clearing outside the house
and are fewer in number and range. They are stories‘af the
various stare or constelleotions ag they appear in the Eastern
= horizon with the first streaks of coming dawn, and probably are
told in an intcresting form to assist in fixing them in the
memory, as it is by such onrly morning starg that the tribes
arrange the annual rotation of their agricultural procedure and
know the times of the meeting or prevalence of f orest fauna,
and the ripening of various wild frults,

All story-telling ie spasmeodicy any excitoment, the
chaso, gossip or a stranger present, may mean they are not in
the mood and the atmosphere is not right. During the rainy
season whon there ie a lull to all eseept the most nocessary
activitics, story=telling in the ovening is protty genoral.
For many yeare it was just at this egeanson, that I was forced
to make long difficult rounds of inspection and sometimes I

wag held up by floods for days in a villages therefore I heard
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many stories and tales, of which, alas, I made no notes, and
new many have cgscaped my memory. Many storice alego have so
much sexual detail mixed up in them that they are scarcely
worth romembering and if they were, cannot bé written down
on that account. Sex in Indian life is o nétural function
Just;as much as hunger or thirst, but when such intimate and
froquently impogsible details form a prominent part of a tale
they losc thelr intereset and usefulness to outsiders.

Under the dense and gloomy roof of the forest it is
carly dark, As the sun sinks under the horizon it is alrcady
dusk on the forest floor. With no artificial light at fheir
commnd boyond a wood firc = the evening meal will have alfeady
been sorved if possible and all chores finished while the light
lasted. The doors are closed, then comes the customary gaod»f
night litany, and a little flute playing, and exeept for some
special reason everyone is in hig or her hammock before 7 pem.
None are partieularly tired or sleepy, gossip or general talk
hag languished until some remarks start a train of talk that
will leoad up to a story. If the man ig a good raconteur overy=-
one 1s at once silent and all attentien., Silently, the women
s1ip from their hammocks, blow up the fires, bring forward stools
and begin to spin their cotton by the lighty the men quietly
turn in their hammocks so as to face the spéaker. There
ien't a sound from one, and all are breathlessly listening i

"A young male Bittern Bird, his ,plumage at its height,
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and glittering, now bluc or green or mauwe in the dbright
gsunlight, had left his parents and was slowly working his

way up a forest crook by himself, By noon, he had shot

o number of fish and having found i fine, clear, open pool,

- deoecided to rost during the oxcessive heat of the early after-
noon. Sitting quietly in the shade, ona branch jutting out
over the poeol, he was surprised to see & beautiful Indian
maiden approach the pocl. Ag she atripﬁed off her lap and
ornaments and stopped into the poel to take 2 bath, the Bittern
had ample opportunity to note the soft, rich, brown colour of
her skin and the seductive contours and cwrves of a boautiful
form., DNever had he seen anything he so much desired § As
the maiden was donning her dress again, he flew down beside

her and laying his string of fish at her feet asked 1if she
would marry him,  The maiden hositated; the fish wero nice,
there wore sgeveral she would love to eat, so she picked up the
string, saying, "Let us talk with my father", The Indian

hut was not far away and father was sitting outsido the doop
ropairing some damaged arrows, He had not been hunting that
day. The fish were varyAtempting and such o son=in=law might
be most useful, so his conseht was readlly given and the,marriage
consummated that same night. For somo dayé, thé newly married
pair were left aloneg they could wander hpnd in hand along the
various forest paths or down to the ereck to bathe, and the
Bittern always ‘shot a few fishes for supper while at the Apool.
Soon these fishes in the pool were all killed out, and there
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were other tasks and other work to be done, but father-in-law.
found his son=in~law had no inelination for this, and he did

not seem of much use aftor all. No appeal could get the
Bittern to worke Father-in-law would say, "Come on, son-in=law,
‘we must go to fell a new ficld to=day". The Béttern would
gsolomnly crook out, "Ha=a=a", but instead of taking up an axe

to join the others, he would only move over a 1lit tle ngarer his
wife, and thore he stayed. His wife's uncle would say, "Nephow,
lot us go hunting the wild hog fo*day". ~ Back came the answer,
"Ha=a=a~a", but that was ells Anoth r men would say, "Brothore
in-law, let us go to picl the falling fruite in the forest for
your wife". "Ha=a=a-a®, was the answer but he made no move®
ment. Should anyone however say, "Friend, let us go fishing
to=day", the Bittern at once answered, "Ha*ha«h@", ahd was out

of the house and down at the ereek before the others had picked
ﬁp their arrows", ‘

| The Bittorn does have those two calls, and when travelling
on the river by ecanoe, all the Indlans ask questions in turn
whon they start a Bittern flipping slowly ahead of them, and he
who gots the "Ha-=ha<ha" to the appropriate question is oxceed=
ingly proud of his perspleaclity. As the story finishes thore
nre'peals of laughtor all round. Then begins a running fire

of questions by everybody = women ineluded = asking the Bittern
to join in the wmost impossible tasks thoy can imng;ne and there

are noisy "Ha=a=a=as" all over the hut, all accompanied by great
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bursts of laughter. After some five or ten minutes they
have more or less exhausted theolr battery of questions, thon
a quieﬁivoice is hcqrd.

"Listen to me, all you people. It was the sonson of
the year when the frult of the forest trees 1s ripe. EVG§y
tree had borne More frult than eould be eaten and the land
turtle had grown fat and so 1nay; that he could/ggFinfﬁﬁarnh

of a wife, yet a wife he must have. One day, he happened
to look up a treo, where fruit was\dropping close to where

he was resting, and saw a vonderfully protty bird hopping
amengat the branches overheoad, eating fruit and evory nov and
again tossing one down that did not appeal to heor liste,

She would make a fine wife, so he shouted up an offer of
marriage if sho would come down., "Oh § noll", replied the
bird, "I am porfeetly willing to marry you, but you must come
up here to me", and this time a eoyly, well directed frult
landed full on his backs "You juet walt a little", shouted
the turtle, as he rushod to the foot of the tree up whish he
began to glamber, Round and round the treec went the turtle,
but with no suecess. He would reach up as far as he ecould,
but ho was still far too short. Even when he balanced on
the tip of hils big toe, he eould not reach high enough, and
then he weuld lose hisg balance and roll over probably to find
nimsolf flat on his baek. He would hanve to spend a long time
kicking and struggling to regain his foct, a nd then he wonld

L
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have to begin all over again. Meanwhile his lady love was
ghouting, "I am gotting weary walting, ‘- Arc you not going to
come up 2" He declared he was on the way and would again
dash at the treec with no better results, Onee vhen he toppleéd
backwards, he rolled over and over soveral times and found him=-
self in front of a wide broad ribbon like liano, which he saw
led right up to the branch where his love was resting, Thie
gave him an idea, so he grasped the llano and found he ecould
poke his foot right through its thin weak coentre. He tried

his weight and the liane heold, so he poked anothor foot through
o little higher up. Soon he found himsolf clear of the ground,
and ghouted, "I will be with you very scon", Steolidly plodding
on, foot over foot, he mounted higher and higher up the liano
and ot last was able to pull himeelf up on the branch, where

hie love had been reeting. She was etill there, crouching
down low on the branch to receive his advances. Slowly he
climbed on her back but he hed to lean over on one side to

got what he wanted, and thon he slipped end rolled over,'cluteh-
ing deaﬁcrntely with hande and feet at the smooth gilky foa-
thore of the bird., Hig ledy love, thoroughly frightened at
such rude woeing, flow off with a seream out and over the tops
of the forest and the unfortunate turtle, rolling over and over
in the alr, arrived "Kebla=a=am" on the ground",

g Towarde the close of the tale you could hear the agitated
breathing and eupproshed giggles amongst the audionce until

"Keble=am" gave the signal for uproarious laughter on all sides,
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followed again by all sorts of modifications of the scene by
overyeno. This tale always ovokes much badinage between the
men and the women who resppetivaly take the parte of the lover
and mistress, and all sorts of variations are brought up.
Shrickes of laughter grecet either side ag they score a point or
worst the aﬁhor in the argument, When the jokes and laughter
die down another man may take up the tale. ‘

"Ooh yos ! eoveryone knows that liano, which ever since
has carried the marks of the turtle's feet as he climbed, but,
listen, my bpothers, thore is more to tell. The turtle was
now very annoyed and terribly angry. o longer would he aeék
a bride on tho tops of the tree, but as his urge for marriage
had only been inercased by the adventure, he set off on foot
to search for a wife of his own kind, It was passing through
améngﬁt some rocks and as he walked, he peered over the side of
one . To his great surprise, a lady turtle poked her nead
out from under the very rock on top of which he was perched and
looked up at him, He pushed himgelf an ineh or so further over
the roeck in order to got a better view, and strange to say, his
new found lady moved out an almost equal amount to got a better
look at him. Then ho reached out a hand to see 1f he could
vtauch his bride=to-be and coquottishly ghe put out a hand to
toueh him. He was now vastly exelted, and mus posscss this
wonderful lady, so he thoughtlessly pushed himself forward a fow

morc inches when he promptly overbalanced and fell "tipo=o=om" in
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the pool.of water where he had seen the shadow of himself "}

The word "Kebla=am" 1s in general use to indieante the
fall of anything on'the ground, the emphasis on the last
eyllable indienting the foree with which the ground ie struck.
The word "tipo=-a<om" or "plung-ng-ng", alsc general, always
indicates the falling of something in wnteﬁ, the aceent varying
to 1nd;aate the forec of the fall or the depth of the water.
Sueh words which Are phonetic coxpressions of the aétunl gound,
can be vory rniliatic and are in use amongst tribes living
for apart from gach othor, with 1little or no eonncction,
At the word "tipo-o=om" rencwed langhter and joltos again com=
mence, aftor whiech an 0ld grey board may adds=

"The turtle certainly met with misfortune when scafehing
' for a bride, but they still do 1%t every year. That is why,
when we geo the fruits of certain teeee falling to the ground,
we look earefully around and everyone knows how often we find
é turtle under o fallen branch or a tangle of vines, where
he i 1ﬁvestigat1ng the chances of gotting into the trec tops,
or, when tﬁo firet raing of tho geason fill the swamps with
water, we follow along the edges of the swamp at such a time
with our hunting dogs, as it is almost cortain wo shall find
one or two turtles hustling away from the rising wutof aftor
an unsuccessful search for a wife".

Practically all the tribes have a story of a tribe
or large village composed solely of women who live at some

romote oreek or corner of tho forests. Except in small do~
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‘toile the story is the same amongst'all the tribes I know,
This ong told by the Wapichanna is typleal,

"Onee upon a time, a man built a large house by one
of the rivers in the forosts far away ffom anyonces He was
the only mon in the village, whore he had many women living
with him as his wives. He eollected these women by magiecal
moans from the far distant tribes or such corials and wood=
skins es passed up and down the river in front of his house.
This man was capable of almost incessont sexual interwourse
ag his organ of generation was in the form of a long flexible
tube which never slept, and which eould go round the various
hammocks end visit the women every night, even when the man
himgelf was lying enoring loudly in hie hammosck. This troat~
ment aroused intonse ongor and disgust amongst the women, and
they tried many means and ways of killing him, all of which
failed owing to tho man's command of magle, by which he was
ablo to frustrate all attempts, At length they struck on an
idea that was harmlesgs in appearance and might succeed, owing
to the fact of ita very simplicity. One half of the women
organised a whole nightts appearing of fish by torehlight at
a sories of rapids sofle miles below tho village, to which the
mon = a very keen fishor = would be glad to accompany them,
The reest of the women were to stay at home and prepare an
amount of extra potent beer againgt the noon hour when the
fishers would return tired out with their nightts work, whon

they would weleome & dance and some good beer. Everything



 No .. 619

went as arranged and when the hunters returned, the women, -
eareful only to sip the beer, plied the man with so much
vdrﬂ.nk, that before sunset, he was 8o drunk as to be incapable
of furthor movement. He was put in his hammock where with
luek it was almost certain he would sleep without _vmking until
the sun was high next day. As soon as it was dusk, and the
various animals who might have warned the man of their move=-
monte had gone to sleep, the women manned every woodskin the
village possessed, and bogan paddling up river for dear life
in an attempt to escape. The man could make little if any
progress overland and with no woodskin available, pursult by
river woes lmpossible. When daylight broke, tho women were
‘muny miles upstream and as the sun begen to rise, they begged
all the birds rlys.ng downstroan to help them and not to inform
the man of their wherecabouts, The man slept soundly all
night, but woke towards noon to find his village descrted.

As né woodsking lay at the landing, it was evident that the
women had fled by river, &0 he ealled up somé of the fishes
and agked which way tho women had gone, An ¢ld Haimara fish,
whe had been hunting all night, told him they had paaéed over
him golng upstream, He soon made a magle weodskin and went
of £ in pureuit, The women kept in touch with his doings

by questioning all the birde flying upstream past them. They
were now becoming exhausted from paddling, and were busy
hauling their woodsking over a bad rapid when a passing heron
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told them the man was making great speed and was now only
gomc hours bohind thom. Thoy immediately began to plek up
all the huge boulders that lay round, and threw them into
cvery possible channcl ge as to impede or block tho mnn?a'
PrOgress. He waes now drawing near, =0 the women Jumped into
their woodekine and rushed ahend on the still waters, leaving
one 0ld ludy who volunteered to stay and complete the blockade.
The old lady was carrylng an armful of huge boulders when the
man arrived on the econo" Ae gzoon ag he saw hbr, he fired
an arrow and killed her, but in dying the old woman tottered
forward and the rocks fell, to block completely the last
possible channel, One boulder smashed the man's magie boat,
and he was uwnable to procaéd farther. The women all cscaped
and kept pushing further and further into the depthe of the
foreste Somewhore, in an almost imacecssible ecreok, they
have built a flourishing village, but they will not on any
aceount allow any man to live amongst thoms The village is
kept alive by othor disgustod women arriving from the outside
world.

Meny of the Indian stories are comnected with the his=
tory of the surroundirg country, such as a particularly doep
pool in whieh lives some beast of great strength or potential
danger. Thus Dada Bowk (Macow Pool) in the-Wapdchnnnu country,
alongslde of which the high rising ground elear of all flood
tide is lmown as Dada Nawa (the knoll or lmowe of the Macaw)
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dorives its name from the old time superstition that the lake
wee inhabited by a fabulous macaw whieh meant danger and even
death to anyone who was foolish enough to bathe, fish, or even
look on ite waterse. The monster was appeased by presenting

it with a young'maiéen, but I‘oan remgmber when it was held

in aohsiderdble droad, as ong nover know when the Macaw might
again become dangerous. The Warimaera = the mermaid of the
Taruma =« ig another instance of a myth or story on similar
lines, as also the Kailkusl of the Macussl tribe, whore a fabu=
loug Jaguar inhabited o certdin poeol, |Nearly every tribe know
of a lake algo = always outside their own territory -« oh whose
surface all heavy articles such as stones or an axe will float,
whereas the lightest articles such as o dried leaf or an arrow
reed sink immediately.

In the deiehnnna country there are numerous hills, sheer
sided and domed with practically bare rocks Jutting up a few
hundred feet in the air, most of which have some fable or
myth of the days when the tribes were at wor woven round them,
and particularly ef the tines when the Carib indiane were induced
to ascend the rivers to seccure slaves to augmont the workers
demanded by the so-called pioneors of Vestern civilization
alané the coaste. In these days tho savannahs were pureiy
Atarod countyry, long before the migration of the Vaplchanna
from Brazil, The fugltive Atarods fled before the Caribs,

a more fierce and better armed tribe, and scaled these rocky
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bluffs, in soveral cases by the help of the long pendart roots
of treces or lianos hanging down the gides and which had found
a foothold in the crannies on top. It was easy te elub the
most virile enemy as he clambered up hend over hand, and in one
case when a lieno was alive with climbing foes, it was cut from
above and thelr cnemies erashed to death on the rocks below.
Many single rocks harbour fabulous monsters, and the local
tales of any district are as numeorous as the history of the hills
and dales of England. These sgtories are rarpgly of much interests
there 1s too much similarity in thom and they are definitely pure
superstition, but they form the nueclous of ondless storics to
the Indians who, howeover devilemay=sare end roekless they may
appear in the bright 1light of day, quiver with 1nv1dieﬁs appre*
hensien when they are related in the ceric darkness of night.
The one cexeeption that is really inteoresting is that of the moun=
talns and rocks that appear in their wonderful Story of Creation,
This myth = far away thelr best = has been given clsewhere, but
apart from the fate of Man and his assoelation with God there are
many little stories rolative to the ereatoon which are told
separately. These are interesting asz giving sidelights on Indian
humour and their natural creative genius,
"God had beon bugy all day making the birde, which as
they loft the Creator's hands, gatherod around some rocks to
dry and preen tneif beautiful plumage, where there was a pool
in which all eould admire theomselves. There was onc poor unfor=

tunate bird whose colours whore g0 indistinet that everyone was
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cortain God had made a mistake and forgotten to add a little
colours, Thoy advised the bixd to go back and point out the
omigsion to God, and it was posslble ghe eould yet gét g0Mg
flecks of colour put on, Vhen the bird went back, God was
finishing work for the day and was busy washing up all the cala=
bashos that had held the various paints and colours with a
little water, eking out the small supply of water by pouring
it from calabash to calebash in order to save a walk to the
creck for a laréer or new supplye As He worked, God listened
to the complaint ef the bird in sllenve until He finished
washing his last calabash, when He emptied all the dirty wat or
over the bird, exclaiming, "You go away and don't you dave
cong agein®, The bird flew off baeck to Join its companions
but weary of his delay in returning, they had already set out
in search of food in the foprests, Bhe then etepped forward
to geo her refleection in the water mirror and found she was,
if anything, of a more drab and dingy eolour than preoviously,
Instantiy ghe burst out crying "Poor me, one § (beginning at ’
thovtop of the seale and dropping a full note with each wénd),
and you can hear the unfortunate little dbird every day in

the forest bewailing in these notes the foet that she alone in
2ll blrd 1life has net one speek of colouwr to rellove or redeom

her drab appearance.”

. e S S G S W
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tpuminkar (He who makes) = God = had been busy
making the Birds. There are many birds, each with its
difference in form, shape or size, so it meant much work,
thus there was not cnough tlme to finish thou epmpletely.
They were told what foods they were to ecat and were ordered
to play around, or scarch for what food they could find
until He wae ready to give them their different colourings =
the one thing that was still lacking. The sun was high
in the heavens when the last bird was turned out, and Tumin=-
kdr, as soon as he had finished bregakfast, began to make
paints of.evary colour and variotys some from the barks
or leavesy from frults, julces and seods and others again
from various coloured clays.

When all was ready He gave the signal for the Birds
to asaenmble beforelﬁima There was quite a large clearing
~ round Tuminkarts house, beyond which stretched the forests
ag far ae the eye of a man could see, to which most of the
Birds had retired for shade and in which many of them were
flying around hﬁving a merry carefree time, In the elear ing,
however, wore some high bare rocks, on cne of which was
perched the Cock of the Roek, and as he was so near, naturally
he was the first to errive before He=who=-makes. Tuminkar
picked up a brush made from the fine fibree of a Silkgrasse
leaf and dipping it into one of the Monkey=-pot gourds of
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paint standing near to hand, began painting Coek of the
Rock the most beautiful shades of gold and yellow.

Tuminkar looked at the effects produced eand when satisfied,
added a little thin, dork bréwn line of colour along the
full length of Cock of'the Rock®s lovely creest near ite
outer e¢dge as the mark of His handleraft, Just as we stilld
put & mark on our gratcrs, or basketry when we make them te
distingulish the work of each man of the tribe in case of
any digpute arising at some time or other.

Coek of the Rock was then told to go away into the
cloaring and to spread out his wings in the rapidly deelining
sun to allow the paints to dry thoroughly before dark,

- By this time all the other birds had arrived and were standing
impatiently around walting to be painted and made lovely.
Amongst these were the Macaweg, the Parrots, Powls, Moams,

Bush Turkeys, Marudis, Pigeon;, Parroquettos, Duraguarras,
Carapas, Lovebirds, Tﬁcpials, Ducks , Humming Birds = all
pressing forward for their cgolour markings as soon as another
bird got ltes coat = and smongst whom, Cock eof the Roek

fondly hoped hie good wife was ineluded, althpugh ﬁo had

not geen hor since he had hurriéﬁly flown in answer to the
signal ealling everyons to appear to recoive thoir colourings,

Cock of the Roek regained hies o0ld position on a high
rock and carefully spreading out his wings in the sun,

spent a couple of agréeablo hours watehing the Jdifferent
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birds paseing on cach side of his perch in their varied coate
of palint, none of whom to judge of the little he could see of
himself, were any more lovely than himself,.

Meanwhile Cock of the Roek's colouring had become por=
feetiy dry: the sun was alresdy low low down towards the
forosts and ho was torribly thirsty, so he moved down to a
peol ,0f water for a drink. As he did g0 he was surprised to
gce his gorgeous colourings reflected in the pocl, andy almost
forgetting his thirst, stayed for a long time admiring his
appearance, as he turned first this slde and then that to his
ml rror. :

It wae already sunset, but it wae also the night of
full wmoon so the sun had already sunk behind the forest bank
when Cock of the Roek decided that of all the birds Tuminkar
had painted none were half as lovely as he was, Ih his oxcite~
ment and pride he began dancing around on the rocks by the
pool and hg kept capering and daneing in the bright moonlight
until he fell down in shecr cxhaustion,

Unfortunately Lady Cock of the Rock Rad, early in the
merning, sought the cool shade of somo bushes where she had
dropped asleep and had not heard the €all of Tuminknr; When
ghe awoke it was late afternoon and she had remained hid
below hor bush watehing in admiration the wonderfiul colourings
of her husband, When Gook of the Rock bogan dancing, she

coyly drew near in the shelter of a fow strawe to wateh his
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skill and flashing colourings in the moonlight, but sho took
ne part in the dance. It was only when Coek of the Roek
fainted from fatigwe that ghe rushed out from her hiding

place and began te do whatover ghe could towards restoring him
to life again,

The sun wag above the forest when Cock of the Rock
recovered from the swoon into which he had fallen and he was
aghast to find hie wife at hie gide without a spot of colour,
He ordored her to go along at once ani?gﬂ;inkar t0 be painted.
Ho was unable to g0 with her as he atiil had a vile .headache:
his legs wore #till stiff and weary aftor his long dance: ho
wage t00 tired to move snd must have a long slceP.

Ledy Cock of the Roek arrived to find only Duld outside
the house, who, as soon as she spoke, burst out angrily, "Can
- you not see I am busy? I have all this mese to clean up and
have all the paints to serape out of these gourds so do not
bother mo." "But I must see He-who-makes", said Lady Cock
of the Rocke "Well, bellowed Duld "you won't sec him, He
is still usleepAafter his hard work painting all these birds,
80 gé away. Go away, I say." Lady Cock of the Rock stood
silently in terror watching Duid seraping painte from the
different vessels until in shoor desperation she asked "gould
you not paint mo, Mre. Duld?" puid had guet finished his
work and straightening himself up he looked at the very pathe~
tie little figure in front of him, He did not say a word
but selzing a sfick began stirring the paints all lying in a
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heap in a hole he had dug in the ground, thon pleking up oné
of the largest brushes lying around he dipped it in the paints
and began work,

Cock of tho Roeck woke around noon te find his wife
gtanding quite close to him with hor wings stretehed out for
the paints to dry, and he nearly fainted againg this time
in digmay at hie dirty, drab coloured wife who had not a
single fleck of any other colour to relieve the monotony,
Thore wag nothing thoey cculd do, howeover, as the colours had
ulréﬁdy dricd completoly and go ghe must remain for ever jJuss
ag we¢ see her to-daye.

-Cock of the Rock has always boen aéhnmod,of hies wife's
unattractive appearancé, gince, as we know, he shuns tho
foreste oxcopt near high c¢liffs and rocks in which to hide
when disturbed.  We know how they make their home and nests
on the faces of overhanging rocks where no other.bird can
find a rosﬁing place and how when they passover wator, which
ie o mirror to a1l the beasts and birds and all the world
can see hig colourless timid wife, there resounds around the
rocks and far away across tho forests his shrick of dismay
and distress = tho wollknown call of "Aa = 0o = moh."

(The story always finishes with the Coek ¢f the
Rock's eall = which is somewhat like that of the Peaceck
at homg = when every liatenef burste into prolonged roars of

ioughter )e

T N . s D
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" "God had been busy making animale and they all walked
do%n a path to a little open glade by the side of a emall
gtroam whoro they walted for the sun to harden up their

limbs before atartingleff on the seorious businees of living
on their own reECUrcos . The monkoy was there, a fow deor,
adoori, rabbits,ant bears and mouy other animals, and they
wero busy examininé?each other and no#ing their various pecu=-
liaritiee. Suddenly, somg one discovered thckGroator Ank
Bear had no anve, The older animals wore very positive hé
could not live without one and he mmet go back at once td

God to heve one made. Back wont the Ant Bear and found God
atill at work, and at the momont tending the fire underncath
gome of his potes God listened to the Ant Beerls story end
said; "Tarn round till I sec if what you sey is true". The
Ant Boar turned round and raised his tell well over his back
and God saw the omission, Stooping down, ¢ picked up o stoug
flaming dead branch of o tree from the fire and stuck 1t

with forece at the spot where the erifice should be, saying,
"Theore, you are eomplete 1". The Ant Bear jumped away in
pain and rushed into the forest, complcte to all appearance,
but the faggot must have been too large, and that 1s the
réascn why the stool of the Ant Bear is =o formlese as to
suggest somgone has thrown down o calabaghful of ant skeletons,
and it also accounts for the Ant Bear alwayes corrying his
tail bont up and recsting along his back,"
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"The animals in the glade wéro being added to every
fow moments and they were ail Joking and laughing when there
appeared walking down from Godve houge, the largest animal
they had ae yet seen and thoey were filled with constornation
as to what he might do to them. It proved to be the Tapir
{(by far the largeet animal in the Amagon forest). They were
suddenly o1l silent with fear, some eldled for shelter and
safety bohind some bushes and the monkey sprang aleoft in the
branshes of a low tree, but he appeared harmless so someone
plucked up cowrage to ask, "What do you eat 2" gat 9"
replied tho tapir, "what do you mean . At.once everyons
started saying, "You muat eat something or you will dio.
pid God not tell you what your food was to be 2" "No, I was
not told anything", he replied, whereupon they all advised
him to go back to God to enquire. Tho monkey had been sititing
gilently listoning to everything and now he had a proposal te
make. ~The Tapiy has just been made and hls limbs are much
too soft for hiﬁ to climb up that steep path to where God is
working., DNow I was made oarly this morning, Look how strong
and nimble I am, so just rest a little and I will run to ask",
Yo sooner sald than done, and the Yhonkoy was off hils perch %o
disappear 2t top apéﬁd round some bushes. He reappeared in a
fow moments puffing and blowing with‘the gpeed at whieh he had
been running and swung himself up on to his pereh Just over
the heads of tho other animals, '“!bur food has ©o be grass
and fruit and leaves", ho said, and at once the Tapir began to
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1

nibble the succulent tops of somé grasa down by the edge of
the ercoks Moarwhile the monkey had cleosed both eyes tight
and scrowed his face Into o grimace, with his mouth twisted
away round almost under one ear. (The ﬁonkcy is alwaye
gupposed to shut both ¢yes and make a face when he is pre~
tending to be innocont after some devilment and incidentally
it is very rare that a primitive Indlan ean close one oYyo or
in other words "wink". I have alwaye found winking s source
of groot amusement and most Indians can only do it at firet
by earefully end laboriously closing one eye with the fingore
while looking with the othor.) The monkey sat motionless
and silent until he heard the erash of the Tapirts feet in
the distant forest, when he woke to bounce up and down on
his branch in exeltement and a f£it of lavghter. "Did I ask
God what the Tapir was bo eat 2" he asked, glaring round at
the bewilderod animais. o fear, whore would you silly
stupld people have beon if the Tapir had ssked God what he was
to eat, and he had been told to ent floeh 2"

"Oone day. the Tamandua (the Grentor Ant Bear) met the
Joguar in the forost. At onece the Jaguor bogan growling
and gald, "I am golng to kill and eat you", "But why should
you do thot 2" enquired tho Tamandwa, "Because I am bigger
and stronger than anyone ¢lso in thé forests", rcoplied the
Joguar, "I have killed and eaton the Tapir, I have caught
the running doer in his stride and I have cracked the shell
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of tho land turtle as the liaecaw ean erack a nut with powerful
jows . That is why 1", and as ho finished speaking he sprang
at the back of the Tamundua'nnd sank his teeth doep in his
preye To his complete astonishment and dismay, the Jaguar
found himself sprawling amongst ghe leaves and broken branches
on the ground, with only a tuft of long, irritabing hair in

his mouths The Tamandua wag standiig a few feot away, appar
rently not the least bit injured or even afreaid. The Joguar
aid not Imow tha: the Tamandun pogsessed an enormous long and
bushy tail, the hairs of which are as long as the forecarm of

a many nor that cver since Tuminllar (God, the "lakor") had
ordered him to 1ift his tail so that the Tamandua could be
ecompleted, he had carried this groat tail along his back,

the hairs of which Jjust touched his body. It wog the Tamandua's
bushy tail on which the Jaguar had alighted, the hairs of which
he had grasped in his mouth, "Listen to me", said the Tamandwa
as the Jaguar scrambled to hie feet, "Why should you quarrel ?
i touch none of the game in the forosts such as you cat. My
food iz only the tiny ants under the ground, which arc far ‘
beneath your notice". "That is all very well, sald the
Joguar, "but I am hungry and intend to cat you". "If you

do", rotortod the Tamandua, "the ante that I eat will become
80 numorous that they will bitec you night and day and you will
never be able to lie down and egleep in peaco. I guite agroe

you are the strongest in the forest, but thero arc many other
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testes we could try sinee you ave determined to quarrel, and
I would suggest that we both git down right now and sce who
can veid the largest steel". The Jaguar agrecd to this
80 thoy selectod thelr respective nites'and got downe A
fow momeonts later, the Jaguar asked, "Are you neot finished
yet 2" "I am Just beginning", said the Tamandua, The
jaguer then looked over his shoulder to sec what was afoot,
and to his‘harr@r gsaw & great heap of dung and the Teamandua
moving off to a fresh place. The Jaguar then strained and
strained and strained until he was beginnings to grow weak
and tired. When he could do no morcg he stood up to find
the Tamandua had three great heaps of dung each of which was
greater than his own effort. For a little while, the Jaguar
stood gozing in admiration at the Tamandua's achievement,
thon snorting a gruff, "Goodbye", he stalked off into the
forost, his black tufted tail lashing the branches on either
gide in anger at his defeat.”

"In the far, far distant days when Tuminkar (God)
ond Duid (tYe Devil or worthless brother of Ged) still lived
with the fow children of the first man end women, they all ate
their food in a raw state. One family had however found some
fire with which they cooked some food and iheh~ digshos wore
much more agrecable and tasty. There was one very old lady
who was the guardian of this fire and who would noither give
the others any nor alleow thom to oven touech it. puid had
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triocd coveral stratnséna to socure somg of the fire, but the

old lndy always cutwitted him. Very often she would squat

over the fire and draw it up into her vagina whiech was alzo the
place she kept it when going to or from the flelds or on any
Jjourneye At length Tuminkor and Duild made a strong solutlen
from the poisonous Halarri Liano and they forelibly held the 61&
woman down while they gave her a thorough douching with the
solution. At first, she only passed a quantity of bad fishes,
the perais of various species and bthers that bite with ne pro-
voecntion, but eventually, she expelled o ball of fire which thoy
earried away to God's house and carefully kept alight for
cooking purposcs. It wae now Duid's spoeial duty te guard the
preclious, fire at all times, to gee it never went out and that

ao one hod o chance to shteal it. Some oxtra work was in progress
at a distant field which required the attendance of everyone

and Duld wae installed on the banks of o small la'e to do the
cooking and guard tho fire whike the others worked. Ono day
when Tuminkar returned from werk he found Duid lylng sound
asleep. Tuminkar roughly kicked him awake demanding, "Whore

is the fire you were left to guard 7" Duld jumped up and ran
hither and thither, but had at last to admit it had boon lost
and mest probably had been stolen. Everyone et once began to
seatter out in tho forest to search, but Tuminker kmew this was
7o ordinary thiof 8o he called up all the little birds and asked
if they know who the culprit could have been. Soon a little
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white headed bird came flitting from branch to branch along
the margin of the lake and sald, "I saw the Alligator steal it
when Duid was agleep end he has carried 1t away tc hls house
at the other end of the lakeﬁﬁ They all rushed off through
the forest to the alligatorts hiouse te demand the fire. They
found him lying in pain with his mouth wide open dbut in answer
to their domands, ho was able to say, "The fire burned my tongue
and I spat it out on the sandbank over vonder". Away they
rushed to the sandbank, but there was no firc to be secon. Soon
another little bird said, "I saw the Bugh Turkey piek up some=-
thing red which he probably thought was a fruit." off they
rushed again into the forest in search of the Bush Turkey whom
thoy disceovored sitting in a tall trec with his wifo attending’
to his burned mouth, whilst on the ground at the foot of the
trec lay the preecious ball of fire, whiehlwas recovered and
earofully guarded in the future."

The Indian then explains that that is the reason why
the alliaator‘hns ne tonguce. It was burned cut, ag hig punish-
nent for stealing and 1t secountg why the Bush Turkey to thie
doy has bright red eheceks, nook and wattles without a single
foather growing on them,

I hove often heard the clderly Indians warning the
youths under ﬁhoir eontrol, "My sons § 1t iz trve when women
was douched with the Halarrl polson, many bad flercc biting
fish werc expelled, still there may have beoon gome loft & 0o
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as we of experience lmow to be true, Go not therefore to the
hemmock of the women with the roving eye, or the stranger who
woendors in amengst us from the tribes beyond our houndaries,
alone and unattached and with the artifielal smile and swing of
the body, for you may be bitton and suffer much pain for many
moons. Espoeially, beware of the bold weman of the gay appear=
ancoe you will meet in the towns ye imy visit from time to time."
tpuminker wog glving losesons to thé Birds in huilding-
neetse Duld was sitting idly under the ghade of a trec some
.distn:ea away lazily watehing the Birds arriving, esch carrying
the moteriales for bullding a nest, such as twigs, loaves, noss,
bits of grass or foanthers or just plain mud as Coeck of the Roek
wag bringlng. It took a long time to teach each bird as cvery
nost had to be different. '
The ﬂemonatration had not long begun when Mre, Carrion
Crow, looking very pale and with her two hands pressed close to
hor sides, hobbled up to Duid sayings "I am in awful pain, Duld,
you mugt help me. I am sure I am going to have a'baby.?
"a what." gaspod Duid in surprise. “Whyt Tuminkar has nod
yot taught you how te make a nest and until he does you eannot
poasibly think of suveh a thing. xbu.diareputnble old So and
8o, clear out of this and leave mo aloms."
Mrs. Carrion Crow had been foreed to listen to this _
lecturc beecause at that moment a dreadful pain shot through her

whele body, but she replied: "I am in agony and help me you must,
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Duids Whai would He=who-makes say if I told him the truth

and that you are probably the father --- ", Duld sprang up

ag 1f he had been stung with an electriec cel and without waiting
to hear any more, dashed off to a nearby bush ﬁnd dropping on
his ¥mees began to push aside the dead leaves in its ghade.
"Come hevre, Nre, Carrion Crow," he shouted. "I have seratched
the leaves aéide for you, Just sit dovn and the cool earth
below will help your pain, Don!t move at all and soon you'!ll
find a eouple of fine bables wriggling under you;" :

Duid left her and was walking quietly back to his house
when he heard another small volce spoaking to him, "I'm in
awful pain, Duld, and you must help me," Turning round he saw
a Lady Night Jar, very, very pale looking and also holding her
gldes with her hands. "What | another § § " he shouted, "go
over to these rocks,. Search for a nice level spot and you ean
have your Baby there."

Dudd dashed for hies house at top speed and he was no
goongr inside than ho slammed tho,éeor, ghut and put a large
wooden bar‘behind it ae.that no one could posaibly gét ine
He curled up in hig hammock pretending to hHe asleep so that any
ong who ecame knoecking got no answor, He remained in the house
on the plea of a headache until he heard that the very last
bird had gone away 1nté the forests to make nests of thelr own,

That ie WBF the Carrion Crow and the Réek Night Jar meke
no nosts but roar thelr Babies still just as Duld taught them,"

G o S e G R SO RN 1D G
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of ecoursc thcse stories vary in dcebail in every village
and alzo by the éifferent racenteurs of any single villago.
Oral “radition iz rorely verbatim and varlos sllghtly from
father to son meecrding to the moed of the storytoller ot n
given momont, ag alao to medification of ousteme ard outside
knowledge from genoration to generation, but I have given the
storics as I remembor thom whah 4 firatAmnda contaet with the
Indians years a30 before eivillzatlon had affoetod thelr folk=

lore to any groat cxtoent,

i R s MRS e ep vl £
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A TARUMA MYTH.

" We wore a little party of six = a professor of anthro~
pology, myself and four Aboriginal Indians, These latter had
been seleocted from three different tribes, Atarod, Taruma and
Wapichanna eh account of their fidelity to myself, thoir porse-
nality, thelr prowess as hunters, and above all thelr ability
to read the ever changing pages of the colessal Amazon foreste
en some 1,000 miles of a journey in country which is the blackes|
(least known) part of the world te;day. We had beon wandering
for weeks in the forest of Brazil, South of British Gulana,
an gnormous area compleotely uninhabited except for, at dis=-
tances of hundroed miles or more apart, a fow unknown scattered
tribes of Aboriginal Indians, whose language and customs no one
knows and to whom the intreduction of white men might, to put
1t mildly, be decidedly unweleome.

At the moment we wore laboriously trying to deeipher
an ¢ld Indian trail, the enly known comnecting link between
tho MAPURA WAU and the TROMBETAS Rivors in Bragil along the
ereet of o c¢hain of high hillss, The trail had not been used
for some years by anyene, and only an Indian possessing,the
acutest powers of observation and deduction could have followed

it, so progress was slow and tedious, and to make matters worsc
it had rained "eate and dogs" all day. We had slithered down
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a particularly steep mountain side to find a neoisy little creek
which meant water = the absolute necessity of an overnight camp -
but more useful still there was also a reef of wild plantains,
and soon we had erected a dove~tailed benadb =~ merely a sleeping
triangular roof = to shelter us from the pelting rain. We
cooked a seratch meal as we had no food of any kind except the
little.we ghot along the route: hunting conditiomns had been

the worst and we had no luck those dayss we dug out dry clothes
from our waterproof duffle bagsy changed and hung up our héumcok:
in tiers under our miniature shelter, mastor and man irrespectiw
of colour or ereed, touching each othor and were soon settled in
for the night.

Under the 200 foot deep canopy of branch and leaf of the
forest and the low dense cloud above it was pitch dark in ecamp
by 6 otelock: tired and weary we wore all soon sound asleep
slung in a triangle round a cheery central fire radiating heat
to our chilled bodies and light by which to see our 1mmediat§
surroundings, if necessary. I was awakened some hours later
by the motion of my hammock. Someone was apparently movings
the fire had died down to invisibility and it was piteh dark,
Presently I heard a grumble "Why on earth did I ever come on
this trip? Here I am cold, hungry and tired whoroas 1:_1
had stayed at home I would have been comfortable and warm and
loved in my own home"., The Indian swung out of his hammock
and began blewing with his breath, the ash-ecovered embers ef
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our almost oxtinet fire until he had a bright cheery flame going
again, when there came a voice from anothor hammock and "¥eu
wouldn't be one whit better if you were at home and well you lknow
it". "Let me tell you" said the first speakor, "In the roof of
my house hangs enough corn to last a whole year. I can eat when
I like. I necd not work unless I choose and I've a sweet little
wife to love and warm me if I'm e¢old. HNow here I am tolling

up and down these beastly mountains and all for === ", "Oh
shut up", said the youngest and only unmé.rried member of the boys,
"you are toiling, yes, and for jolly good wages everyday while
you are away from home. At the rate we are going, by the time
we get home, you will have such a lot of goods (payment being
made in trade goode as money had no value to any of these men)
that you will ineite the love of every girl of youwr tribe, only
it will be rather embarrassing in the case of an 0ld sinner like
you, Now I am young and attractive and instead of moping here
1like you I'm laughing all the timeg and looking ahead to the day
when I got home and ohi boy tit" "speak for yourself, you
young imp", came the reply, "but when you have learnt the tribal
lore and classics as I, "an old simmer", have done and you can
read the signs under your nose as now, you will find times when,
even against your will, your thoughts will twn to comfort and
love." "Nat much sign of love up here", =zaid the youngster,
"and under my noge = hrrummp = Just whatg" "I am of the Tarum
trit;a," said the older man, "and as you are not, it is mine to
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excuse your ignermnce, but I tell you that with every sign

g0 ensily read we are camping in the love nest of MATATIJI

and KAKANDAN." "and Just who are they?" chimed in a low
voice, "Ahl +that is a long story" said the old man, "Tell
i1ty tell it", eaid each in turn. "Let us all make a long
cigarette first howevor.

The Taruma tribe, quiekly dying out when I met them
over 30 yoars ago, and now practically extinet, had had at no
time any active conncction with the white man and eivilization
except for o recognised trader or two of thelr tribe, who, once
8 year at the most, made the leng 200-mile journey through the
forecst to barter with a neighbouring tribe such commoditics as
they could make in exchange for a fow lnives, fish hooks er
other neeessities. Thus they were completely unsophisticated}
 uninfluenced by so-called progressive ideas; each gulded solelj
by his porsenal experience and observation to a large oxtent,
although modified by the oral traditions of his tribe and the
wisdom of his elders. To sueh people each phenems, the flora
and fauna around him, and oven the roeks and solid earth, has
s personality of ite own combined with a genoral language
through whiech he knows their characters (to which he must accor
fear, respeet or ridicule), Just as well as he knows the hatos
the loves, and other ildiceynerasies of his intimate friends an
fellow tribesmen.

Cigarottes had been made, each man now curled up com=



No .. 643

fortably in his hommock and after a short silonce the Taruma
began hiev story.

There was & great chief once who had a daughter., As
she cameg to the age of marriange she developed the most lovely
vf.orm, colour, eyes and such sweet ways in bohavious as made her
desirable to every man not only in her own tribe but also far
beyond. Her name was MATATIJI and sulitors were constantly
making offers for her hands s0 many of them that #t was im-
possible for her father to deelde whé would make the best hue-
band for his daughter. In his dilemma ho get aside the cues~
tomary tribal rules of marriage, and said he would leave the
ultimate deecision to MATATIJI herself, a very unusual proceedimg
but which gave no better results as none that came asking her
consent got anything further than the ardinary eivilities of
the daughter of any house to a stranger. Her beauty got noised
around till every one knew and many, from a leng distance,
started on the journey to MATATIJI's home, although most of
thom failed to reach it owing to tho many guards and diffi-
culties on the way.

One very determined sultor was a bachelor Turtle,
who had made more than one attempt to reach the Lady's home,
but who had received very severc handling from the guards
and always found himself back at his starting point, He was
bemoaning his fate one day when a voice near him said: "You
always travel by day, but why not walk only in the dark of
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nightt" "Because I can see the dangers so much bettor in the
day" replied the Turtle. "You stay here until it is completely
dark and I will help you", said the voice. The Turtle with-
drew into his shell where he stayed until he heard his nome
being ealled. On poking his head out he found KAKANDAN (the
Light in the Dark) lying.baaide him, ;

"Pick me up and carry me in your hand", said EAKANDAN,
"oy my light you will soe the way and many dmngers will be
agleep in the dark," 80 off they wet and travelled far in
safetys One night, however, the Turtle saw two bright lights
shead which filled him with dismay. "Here is the Jaguar who
attacked me, the seor of whose teeth you can still seec on my
shell", he shouted. "Don't be afraid", said KAKANDAN, "the
Jaguar has ne friends except his own wife, and if you wave me
about in the air, he will think it ie some new enemy, and will
turn aside and leave us alore ." The Turtle did as he was told
and to his surprise the Jaguar disappenred and they saw him ne
more.

Together they Jmﬁed en many nights very successfully,
They had noted various vines drawn tightly aeross their padh
which from experionce Turtle lnew were traps of kinds set by the
ordors of the Great Chief to proteet hies daughter. They always
turned to one side and walked round these with no harm, One
night howover something fell with a thul on the ground guite
eloses Turtle stopped at once. "Now what was that"? he
inquired. "It is only a ripe fruit thn t has dropped from a
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wild cashew tree," said KAKANDAN. "0Oh dear", said Turtle
gshaking with fear, "it was under such a troe that I met MAIPURI
who kicked and trampled me so badly that I almost died." "It
will be all right", said KAKANDAN, "put me down by the side of
that old tacuba (fallen log) and we will stop here for you to
eat o good meal, Just before daylight you go and start eating
these fruita. You must shout loudly for the MAIPURI to come
and join you. He will think how kind you are and wont hurt
you."

The Turtle did as he was told and presently MAIPURI
(Tapir) came craaixing through the forest to see who was ealling
him. On hoaring that Turtle had called him to share in a
feed of nice ripe cashews he was very pleased and complimented'
Turtle on hig hospitality. Together thoy ate fruit all morning
until MAZPURI romombered it was time for his usual bath and he
went off. Turtle returned to the tacuba and slept for the rest
of the day in comfort.

Agoin they Jjourneyed on by night a long distance, but
they had only one rtighé. Tere was quite a noise overhead;
branches were shaking and a number of shrill veices chattering.
"Monkeys , monkeys," said Turtle, his face pmle with fear, and
be began to withdraw his head inside his shell, "They caught
me before and tossed me to one another like a ball, when they
finally flung me far inte the forest every bone in my body
ached and I couldn't walk for days." "whieh monkey waes 1te"
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asked KAKANDAN. . "The black Spider Monkey", replied Turtle.
"They don't move at night, silly", said KAKANDAN. "They are
2ll curled up in a heap for warmth in some hole in a trec.
Those above uz are the KINKAJU (Night Monkey) and they harm no
one . "

They rosumed thelr journey and after a long distance
came %o a large ereck. "I have nevef been so far as this dbe-
fore", said the Turtle, "and the trouble is that I cannot‘swim."
"That 1s all right", soid KAKANDAN. "Put me down on the bank
here, then take a leng breath and walk neress the bottom of the
eree K 1r you let out a bubble of air now and again I can
follow you". Turtle did as he waes told and was soon out of
sight in the water. Then KAKANDAN called te o passing Water
Spider. "I want to cross thie eroeks Be a good chap, and
give me a 1lift over: Just follow that line of bubbles and set me
down on the other bank",

Thus when Turtle came ashore on the other side he found
KAKANDAN waiting, and picking him wp in his hand again the pair
continued on their way. It was not long before KAKANDAN spied
a fine big house which they knew was the home of the Great Chief
"We are almost there so let us stop a moment to comb our hair
and put some paint markings on our faces", asaid KAKANDAN to
Turtle. "Now listen good, whon we get to the house and meet
the Chief or his daughter MATATIJI, you don't spoak one word:

you must wave me about as much as pogsibleo te show ourselves teo



No .. 647

them, but low e me to do all the talking".

They found MATATIJI sitting epinning by the fire oute-
gilde the house but everyone olse secmed asleer. KAKANDAN ot
once imtroduced himself and told the lady he had come to elaim
her as hig bride. He told her how her fathor knew him very
well but as the final choice lay with her, he had, having met
hor so unexpectedly not had time yet to pay his proper respects.
He thon told MATATIJI how the fame of her beauty had reached himg
of the leng, leong journey he had done to reach her, and of all
the dangers he had faced for hor sake, MATATIJI's heod began
to droop in becoming modesty to hide hor sparkling eyes at the
reeital until at last she whilspered, "I will marry you but you
mugt carry me away to your own country at once." KAKANDAN made
Turtle move up clese to her and ghe Jjumped on Turtle's back and
took & firm seat en his slippery shoell, Turtle did not require
much urging to leave the house. He rased through the forest
in high spirits and soon he arrived at the same large croeck.

He laid KAKANDAN on the bank and MATATIJI slithered down to Join
him,

Turtle of course knew what he was to doy so without a
word to any one, he took a long breath and e ntered the water.
He soon rcached the other side but thore was no s ign of either
KARANDAN or MATATIJI so he waited some time then began uhauting>
to attract thsiﬁ attention. Receiving no reply he re-entered
the water te return to see what was wrong, but owing to the strong
eurront'in the ereek he camg out on the bank far below where

he had left the pair. Thus even until now we have this Turtle
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walking up and down and scross overy ereek in vain right up
te where the waters are lest in the hills and mountains.

Just as goon ag KAKANDAN and MATATIJI saw Turtle dis«
appear undor the water of the ereek they were in each others
arms in thelr first embrance of Jove and they have been hugband
and wife ever simoe.”

"¢an you wender", continued the Taruma, "when I look
around our camp and zee it all ghining with couples with only
thoughts of love in their minds that I regret over having come
on thies trip and that my own thoughts are far away with my wife
and her sweet ==-=-", Hei ~ 1 = 1 11 ecamg an interruption
from every Indian and there followed a spell of rathor ribald
badinagee After this had died down I chimed ind: "But just who
or what are KAKANDAN and MATATIJI?" For a little Taruma lookel
at me across the twinkling firo, thon he roached out for his
knife. He eut a eouple of points off the huge leaves of our
sholtor and latd them on the fins, At once we woro in com=
plete darkness » and he peinied to the phosphorescence that can
be found fairly commonly in the forest floer whero the docaying
leaves of certain %trees devolop this phenemena, "mhat i
KAKANDAN" X was told: "Yes, I know that quite well, but whore
1s MATATIJI?" I asked. "You soc that bright eirelo of 1ight
over there that looks like one of the shinlng ecar-rings we
make from the fresh water mussels There is one big one and
gome smaller onese Tho big one is MATATIJI: the smelleor ones
are her little children.”
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The rain had stopped and although I eould see what
wag indicated I was no wiger, so0 I had my men blow up the fire
and toaking a burning faggot went to investigate. I found some
form of fungus growing on £m decaying trunk of a large pros=-
trate trees. This took the form of a toad=steol whose rather
Jagged erown was about the size of a2 ghilling in the case of
the largest, and about the size of a shirt button in the smaller
sizes. In the dark these toadstools were distinetly phos~
phorescent and could be easily sem at quite a distance, but
on approaching them with a lighted stick they assumed & very
ordinary appearances that of a light brown rather ragged edged
fungus of no very apparent charm and attached to the bark ef
the fallen tree by a thin, slender stem about half an inch
long. Investigatlion in the broadlight the next morning eon«
firmed these findings. This luminous taudstmlinem rather
fare in the forests as in tle ecourse of over 20 years wandering
I doubt if I have seen it more than half a dozen times all teld.
Decaying leaf phosphorescenge om the other hand 13- very common
and ean be seen at many places in the forest if the weather is

wet Or showory.

Sl B X B S W S Sy B



Ho .. €650

For some months I had been doing exploration work for
an ovorseas concern in the forests around the sources of the
Essequobo River, the least known part of the Colony, where the
only inhabiltants are tho seattered remmants of the Taruma tribe.
I had with me "Saik Tau" a full blooded Taruma, who spoke Wapi~
c¢han and Waiwal equally well as also his own language. The
only other perscn with mg was a young Taruma also, a nephow of
Saik Tau, known as Jargi (the Tarums word for nephew). One
night across the flickering firelight of our camp I heard a leng
Jecture by Saik Tau to the nephew, and whon he was finiched I
asked him to tell me what it was all about in Wapichan., I
forget now what is the Taruma word for Tumlnkar, but their Duid
is tho same ag the Wopichan, I shell use Tuminkanr as the
name of the "Maker".

"Onee upon a time before there wore any people there
wore only Tuminkar and Duid in the world = two brothers whe
lived tegether. Tuminkar, the elder, made everything in this
world, the birds, the animals and everytiing. Tho youngor was
puid who tended the fire, cooked the meals and dld whatover thp
older brother ordered him to do, Duld was most unreliables
seldom did anything right = a happy=go~lucky fellow = as oven
the puid of the Tribe to=day = likeable and unstable.

In these days the brothers lived largely on fish, and
there was one rarticular peool in whiech they ecaught most of theldr
supplies. If Tuminker was busy, Dulid went alone, but if no
work was on hand they would beoth take their rods and tackle and
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ge fishing,.
One day both brothers were fishing whon puid got a
strange bite on hie line. Cautlously ho drew up his hook
to find, not a fish, but a strange implemont which showed i%
had had constant and quite rceent use. Thoy serutinised 1%
carefully and took 1t home at night, when Tuminlkar hung it up
on the wall in his hut, Every dey after that, when they went
flshing, they brought up semething new from the depths of the
pool until Tuminker declded they were vartialas that belenged
to Woman. They varied the size of their hooks almost every
day to sult different sizes of fish, as also the balt te
attract them, and thus they got different articles, & fan to=
day, o groter to-morrow, a comb the day after and go on, Thej
kept en fishing and fishing each day, adding some new orticle .
to those on the wall of the hut already until they had overy=-
thing that belengs to Woman such Az overy one uses to=day,
aven io hor hammocks her Leadsy the paints which sho uses to
beaubify horself withy the sweet amelling pigments so care=
fully hidden from us »with which to make horzdlf more sedustive
to us, and te ensure the love of any man they wish: even teo
those thinge she uses wheon ghe is sick according to her custom
Heanwhile Duld had beon moking a variety of new hooks

and baits, and mrt;cularly ong from the Jawbone of an alliga~
tor to which he attached a long new gtout line of silkgrass.

When he got it finished and was itghing to try it out, it 36
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happened Tuminkar was very busy that day and go he went off
alene, He had secarcely secn his new heok disappear in the
deop waters of the poel when he felt a mighty tug. This time
he had hooked something big, heavy and streng, so he dug his
heelg in the sand by the pool and pulled with all his strength.
Presently there appeared the head, tho shouldors and finally
the body of woman, He drew her cloar of the water and stared
at her in gurprise. Disontangling herself from the hook, the
Woman szoon steod up whon the beautiful ‘curves of her body and
her modestly shy glanees at her captar stirred some new unknown
forces in Duidts mind and bodye

Taking her by the hand, he led her by a round-of-way
path to his own hut where he hid her behind a sereen, and then
lay down himgelf to rest. Towards ovening '}‘uminlmr, having
finighed his work, came out of his hut and edlled puid to bring
up their dinner. Duid answered that he had fished all day
without sucecoss and that he was so tired that he had already
lain down for the night.

Next moyning Tuminkar shouted "Let us go fishing Duld",
but Duld excused himself on some plea or other. That evening
Duld agoin nad e wvery valid excusc from not Joining Tuminkayr
and so on for several days. He would be out and do various little
Jobe around the place, buﬁ on ne aceount would he go out of
gight of his hut,

Tuminkar began te suspect somoething behind all this, seo
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on the fourth day he marched straight into Duldts hut, saw the
gseroen whish he tore down and found the woman, "So you caought
Woman and this is why you do nothing these days"™ shouted Tumin=-
kar in anger as he aimed a ocuff at Duldts head, buk alréady'nuxa
wag through the deor. Tuminkar gazed leng on the lovely form
before him, then teking her hand in his he led her out and in-
stnlled her in hie own hut on whose walls already hung her every
article eclthor for home or personal use.

Happily they lived tegether, they loved each other and had
children, It ig from their children and their childrents chile~

&ren that we = the Taruma = ayre descended.

iy e S T S



WAPICHANNA MYTH OF CREATION

We were travelling up country by river in a native boat
mannod by some dozen Aboriginal Indlans of the Wapichanna
Tribe and captained by Dukerl, one of tho few romaining (almost)
pure blooded Atarods. It was still oarly afternoon when we
reachod a large sandbank immediately below & considerable cata=
ract which meant several hours hard work in getting the boat
and supplies over, so it was doclded to ge into camp as the
place offered wide open spacc to move about in, clear sky over+
head, and a pleasant contrast to‘ the towering forests that edge
and flank the river generally, in the gloom of whish our eamp
had beon pitched for the last ten days or =0.

The Indians also "wanted a rest" from the monctony of
stoady paddling and hard work day after day, and the cataract
above spelled roeroation teo them, asg, with thelr bowg and arrow:.
thoy would get much fun and amusoment, from their point of view
in shooting some cholce fish that live around the rocks, while
the ad jacent high forest might yleld some sort of game that
would augment owr rather depleted supplles of food.

In the "Bush" the evening meal or dinner 1is geimmlly
gorved about sundewn te allow washing up and othor duties to
be got through with before darkness sets in, Having finighed
dinner I strolled out of camp in the rapidly falling dusk for
o quiet smoke till I found a convenient rock on which I sa®k

down with the river flowing along within a foot or two, It
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was now delightfully cool after the tropienl heat of the
day penned in between the walls of a 200 feet high forest;
a beautiful evening with an almost cloudless sky where a ores=
cont moon ghed a soft pale light over our camp and swrroundings.
A fow lost tinte of a gorgoous sunsct gove a little colour te
the fast fading scenoe. Immediately in froent ran the river,
gilent, calm, mysterious, almost ink-blaek in the deepening
nighty its surface broken now and again by the splash and play
of fishes in pursuit of foed and flecked with great patchea
of foam and spume from the cataract abeve us as they whirled
and spun seawnrd, very much like the cakes of ice on a home
river in wintere The opposite bank showed sombre and dark =
a towering bank of Porbldding forest. Just bohind us vose
that forest wall alse, but 1lit by the pale moonlight, the
weathered grey bark of the nearest troes showed up welrd and
spectral, the inky caverns between and béyanﬂ thelr trunks
stabbed by the twinkling lights of innumerable firefllies.
Up river the fall showed,up, a bar of white from bank to bank
excopt where broken by rock and igland, Dewn river our camp
fires glowed in bright eontrast to the sombre river and forest,
around which could be seoen the dusky formsg of the Indians moving
gilently to and fro while attending to last remaining chores
of the daye. |

Presently I eaw twe of the Indians glip nclsclessly

out of camp moving along towerde me till they reanched my roek
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and gat down. It was o0ld Dukeri and a young lad in his early
teeng making hias first trip to the coast and back, and who was
pukerits spccial attendant. At onee they fell inte conversa=
tion and I then ronlised that the old man had brought the youth
out to tell ever te him some of the oral traditions of the
tribe in idenl environment and comparative quiet.

Tt i¢ not noecessary to follow Dukeri in detail through
the peeuliar, sometimes painfully slow process of leading up
from the thinge of the moment, the doings of the day, to the
subjeat at heart that is common to the Aboriglnal Indian method
~and mind., He touched on this and on thet, each remark one
gtep onwards till he got into hlg stride on his story proper.

I wes neor enough to hear 2ll that was said, and here follows
ee good o rendering as I can give of the more lmportant sayings
and the story teld.

"Ung Teken", began Dukeri, "my grandehild", your father
handed you over os my speoial attendant on this your first trij
to the"River Mouth" (Wenam), and in ne one could he have bstte:
confidonce. For three people and ten (70) times have I seen
the seasens change and tho fish, Dowbar and Paku, asecnd the
rivers %o spawn in the Savannehe, and for more rains than yém
have I have sat in theo councils of our Tribe to deal with the
cases laid before the Chiefa and Headmen of Villagesz. I also
imow the River as I know my h:and, its many eataracts and

channels frem its source till it is lest in the Parana Bowk
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(the ocoan), I Mnow the pools that hide evAl monstors: the
roeks thant will strike you bdlind if your tender eye should
glimpee them without due pmoa@:iem, and cvery other danger of
our route. In safety have I brought you past all those and

I have told you the story of rock, pool and mountein, so that
when you come to hold the steersmants paddle in your turn, you
may gulde those under you in safoty and tell such youths as
make the Journey for the first time of the Many dangors that
beset them, T am growing o)ld now and may not be with you muech
longors you are approaching manhoed and I would not have you
ignorant of our oral teaching of "Long Ago" (Wap - "EKutl ai Now
Payradan® = Meaning "Long ngo those have spoken"), so that you
ecan mlso nass on our legends to your children and your children!
children, = "Knimen Pu Abat, Ung Takan" (Listen well, ny gra}i
ehild) tonight I shall repeat to you our "Story of the Begin=-
ning".

In the beginning as my father and his fatherts father
have said there were two brothers, the one called Tuminkar, the
other Duid. Tuninkar (Wap: = "Pun" verlk to make, regular
tonses ~= Tuman, 'r;tmini, Tumalirun, Tumakakun, etc, otec) was the
Maker. Ho, it was, whe made overything we Mmow, the world in
gonoral (Amarad), the beastsy the birds, tho fishes and even
those people, our first forefathers. Duld mde nothing, he
gonerally did what Tuminkar wished him to do, but even these
orders ho carried out in sueh a careless, haphazard and wn=

trusty manner as to cause anmoyanece and shame to Tuminker. WKE
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was such an unreliable person, so really bad in miny ways that
ag you know overy really wicked boy in our Tribe whom no one
Bsoems able te control or te make conform to our general tyibal
rule and behaviowr, 1s elways ealled puid. Tuminkar was alto-
5@%1101*‘ good., He created everything but never did anyone harm,
Duld was fJust the oppesite, made nothing and was always up te
pronke that got poople inte trouble. It is Duld who leoads pou
to de wrong, to lie, to steol, to deceive and many other things
thot lead to the cnses that so often come before the Chiefs of
our Tribe for remedy or adjuatment, z¢ walk very, very warily,
Ung Talan, You may forget Tuminkar, but de not forget Duid P -T
in that moment of forgetfulness, he will trip you up and you will
have to walk with the down east eye and with shamo on your faces
Propitiate Duld; order him away but forget him not.

Out of nothing, Tuminkar made Man, He Just made him, but
finding Man wes lonoly and unhappy by himsolf, he f ormed Woman,
Ho made her fwom the dung of an alligator, but she proved un-
pleazant te the Man, Fe oblected to the sickly smell she gave
off, so Tuminlar took a small bone from the loft forearm of Man,
which he formgd inko o new Woman and gave 1life to. She proved ¢
be pleasant to Mon's evory sencej he loved her and soen they had
a growing family, |

To Duld was given the task of fooding those people.

Every morning and evening he appearcd with a large basket son«
taining frults, nuts, and edible tubers, Just cnough te satlafy
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all. At that time the people did me work, they played with
the ehildren or the animals, Thoy had a common language with
21l the beasts, the birds and othor forms of life, such as a
fow privileged people to=day still have.

As the families increased in number they began teo
become ecurious ns to where Duld got the daily supply of food
from. They would question Duid often and long, but to none
would he give any indication where he got these foods. 8ti1l
they remained curiens and this lod to further enquiry and ine
vestigotien,

One day two young maldens went for a stroll in the
forests, and chanced to mgot a very disconsolate flea ﬁho was
erying bitterly. They stopped to comfort him and ack what
the trouble was, The flea told them he always rode on a cer+
tain Agauti, but that morning he had lost his balance, had
£allon off unknown to his gtood, and being so small had got
complotely lost in tho surrounding tangle of leaves, saplings
and trees. Tho Agouti had a well worn road somewhere along
whiech he alwavyes raced to o spot whore he got an ample supply
of food and nuts for himeelf and family, dubt in which dirvee~
tion, tho flea was in doubt, so the glrls hastened vheme to eall
ngsigtance to help tho poor creaturc out of his troubles.

They were not long in locating the Agoutits road along
whieh everybody hastened in search of tho lest steeds They
wont on and on t1l1) presently they came to an onormous tree
on which they saw growing every form of frult such as Duid
brought them each morning and ¢ vening. Digging in the ground
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rovealed the yams, sweet potatoes, eassave, and other tubers
thoy were eating daily.

- Aha § so this was the source of Duid's supplies. Now
was their chance to eat Just what each liked best, and as much
as each wanted. Aftor satisfying everyonc's neod, they left
for homg, each person sarrying as much as pessible of what
they fancied for the evening meal.

At the customary hour that evening along came Duid with
his usual basket of supplies, but everybody esimiply roared with
laughter at hims After toasing him some time they showed Duid
the foods they had already got, and told him he need not bring
any more, as they ecould now preocure tholr own Just as each liked
Duid was astounded end flinging down his basket on the ground,
- strode off to inform Tuminker of what had happened. Very soon
Tuminkey appeared before his people zaying "What is this you
reople have dong ¢ I am vory angry with you and I now go to ‘
cut down the trec you found. Every one of you must come now
and seloct such seeds, nute and roots that you like. These
you must plant and seo feed yourselves in future."

" Tuminkar pleked up an axe and set off through the forest
to the tree with every persen g¢lese behind, They quiekly
arrived and at once Tuminkar began te fell it. With a great
erashing noise it fell to the ground. Ae you all know the
axe folls with least e¢ffort at about waist height unless when
a trec carries buttresses. Then we build a staging, it may
oven be te the height of two people and there we fell our tree,
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and it was thus that Tuminkar felled that tree. Long, long
age, the trunk and branches have rotted away and boen lost,
but the stump remains intoet and now forme, as every one lnows,
the mountain we all cocll Rerawim (Mb: Roreima),

Mo soonor had the tree fallen than an encrmous stream
of wetor gushed from ite butt, sweeping nearly every one
standing around away to almost oertain death in ite rughing
fury. . In fact all might have gene, but fortunately one man
wore suspended round his neck the bill of a large Muecovi Duek,
which at once he launched on the flood. Hurriodly he emberked
‘hia wife and ehildren, grabbinz such sceds and nuts as were
within reach, he hurled them inte hie craft, and jumping in
himself, pushed off en the waters Jfust as the whele world was
becoming submerged.

The little family flsated off in safety in their tiny
ovafte For many days they drifted hither and thither with ne
nowlodge as to where thoy were., At length thelr boat touched
on something and feeling underneath they found they were
resting on a roek, The water had begun to take off and seon
they were able to got out on to seolid land, ‘Day by day as
the fleods erept slowly down, they found they were an a moun=
tain top. They would pick up rocks to fling them as far as
they ceuld to learn from the sound = plung-ng-ng-ng when the
stone fell in the waters just how deep it was, but to thelr

dismay enly deep waters werc heard on overy side.
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At last a emall pateh of cemparatively level land
ghowed up carvylng scome gocd se¢il on which they at once began
to plont the seeds and nuts and tubers they had with them,

They also bullt a house as they had to tend the field care=
fully, aa also teo welt till the floods complotely dried off.
Later on the savannahs appeared, broad and undulating and they
wore ablic to comp down and walk about, and eventually, to leave
the meuntaln gntirely to settle on the level plains below.

That wountain is lmown to all ag Siriri (Plantain Mti),
end even today when our supplies of plentain suckors run short
from drought or other causoe, do not we c¢limb to that first field
high up on 8irirl to obtain a new supply, as, there, they never
dle out completely. Around tho mountnints foot do not we see
the rocks lylng soattored all about which thﬁﬂ¢ first peoople
flung down to test thoe depth of the waters of the receding
flood.

on your recont viait to the "River Mouth", Ung Takan,
you have seen wany noew formg of foods that are strange. it
may be that geeds were swept awhy te spring up clsewhore after
the flood, it mey be that other people were saved algo, as, in
recent years, strange peoples;~ The Mikur (Negro), the Parana=
karrl (Bnglish), the Karaiwa (Portuguecse) = have comp amongst
us, and all bring strange new foods, 8till though strange to
us they were not to those of leng agos Bven tho white flour

{Prum) whiech tastes go good and made from some plant that even
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I do not know, even that and every other you may soe once
grew on the tree of Rorawin.
UNG TAKAN., UNG SUMATINAIRUN.
(My Grandehild. I wish to smoke).

For over an hour I had lain proné in one position
listoning silently to the old man'e story, and aching, almost
to eramp, I wolcomed & break in the nnrrutrve'to move to a
difforent position. As I did so the youth immediately secram=
bled to his knees and geizing a nearby dead branch of a tree,
wae on the defensive. Completely carricd away by Dukerits
eloquence, the strain of following the tale, and the absorbing
mental environment, the youth had become cblivious to every=-
thing around him, and my small movemont, although full well
he lmew I was thore, had brought him back somewhat rudely to
this world of ordinary life and affairs, with its over present
need of vigilance £0 nccessary to the Child of the Forest in
evading actuanl and possible danger, cspecially that of Kenaima,
seldom far from the mind of any Aboriginal Indian, and parti-
cularly go in a part of the country far from his home, where
overy mountain, rock and pool held fabulous monstors = imagi-
nary in all probability but none the less real to his pri-
mitive and biased mind,

Instantly Dukori stretched out a hand, grasped the
youthts shoulder and pressed him back to the earth saying

"Do ndt start or be frightened, it‘is our "Noubanna" (Patron,
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Mastery Bose), and already he has much knowledge. I have told
him of many things and he does not beecome angry or ridiecule,
8p sit still and be quiet." |

The old man had a basket hung from one shoulder, = the
inevitable peg=all (hold=all) of his tribe = opening which, he
drew forth tobacco and cigarette leavesy the former grown by
himeself in hie own native fields the lnﬁter a laminated bark of
a certain forest trec and ecut into lengths of gome 8 to 9 inches.
With the dextority of much and long practice, he socon had three
cigarettos made, a mateh was strueck, and he 1lit all three passing
"one to me, one to his so=called grandson, while he kept the
third for himself. Inhaléng deeply and long the old man blew
smoke up river, then down river and across murmuring "May Kenaima
;be far from us thies night" before he again took up the thread o&f
hig interrupted narrative,

"Ung Takan" (My Grandson); When the waters had dried off
and the savannahs appeared, gradually becoming clothed with grass
and shrubs, the family came down from "Siriri", and built houses
on the plains. Here they throve and multiplied and became many
until in time, they spread over the whole savannahs and even somg
went to live in the surrounding forcsts.

Tuminkar lived with thom still, Changed into stone, de
not we lknow, that the cakes of bread he last used and his other
possessions, lie due East of the mountain Kntanmbor. He helped
his people by example and precept in those days, yet complete

happiness or security was not theirs. Various men of huge
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form and armed with strange weapons eame up against them to
kill them off or carry them away, and they lived in almost con=-
stant dread of attack. Many great fights took place, bat
Tuminkar was there to asgist and thue they were always successful,
At lopgth however thore camg up one enomous glant called
Baukur, of greater stature and strength than any hitherto.
All the people were frightened at his very appearance and ran to
nide, leaving Tuminkar alone to fight the ogre. Long and hard
they fought: Tuminkar armed with the Shooting Starej the Giant
with the Lightning. For quite a time they were_oqually mateched,
but gradually Tuminkar grew tired and was beaten back from hill
to hill until the Lightning flashing all over and round him,
he was in grave danger of being killed., Tuminkar was now close
to tho forest behind the mountain of Katambor, and something
mugt be done quieklys oven the biggest and stralghtest Shooting
Star seomed useless against the glant, so as a last resort he
seized & huge rock from a nearby hill, Quiekly he tore thie
roek in twain, enclosed his only Son in it and stuek it together
again, Taking carcful aim he hove the rock at the glant,
The aim was true, it struck Baukur low down on his side with
gsuch force that he fell to earth in agony from a disloecated hip.
Instantly Tuminkay wae on him and bound him hand and foot. 4
Picking up the securely bound giant Tuminkar flung him far into
the sky, and who does not know the constellation Baukur which to
the Paranakarri (English) from beyond the scas is called Orion.
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Do not even we today see the ropes that bind, do not we see

the drooping limb of Baukur that was smashed as he swings over=-
head at night. As Baukur rises over the rim of the world a
bare hour ahead of the Sun, do not we, who are in the Councils
of the Tribe and heads of families, know we have certain duties
to attend to = the cutting or gathering of this or the planting
of that.

Tuminkar now returned for the rock in which lay enelosed
his only Son, but as he tore it open, he found him dead. He,
who was the darling of the Tribe; He, whom every bird and animal
ﬁorshipped, was doad. Ohl how we mourned: the long harrowing
Hymn of Decth was sung for many moons in every hut in the world.

So also mourned the birds and animale, and eveh today
does not the Tukan (Touean) Bird mourn, with his racuous yelping
overy morning and evening. He was Tuminkar Dan's (raps dan
meaning childs, therefore the Maker's Son) particular pet and
he has never forgotten his Kind Master. Has not the grief of
vears and the river of tears which he has shed: digaolved some
of the gaudy colours of orange and black, red and green, and
left a ring of a faded blue round each eye the width of the
nail of a smpll finger.

Tuminkar took his dead son away and buried him, His
heart was heavy and sad so he turned away and went forth from
amongst his people and spake no more with them as at the first,
but, ere he went he told them that some day he would return and
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bring with him his only son also.

Jugt where Tuminkar Dan lies buried we do not exactly
know, but we do know that on the way from Katambor to the
forgst behind where the roek flngs hollow to eveon the tread of
the carclese passerby and more g0 to the stamp'of the bare foot
of the man with kmowledge. In my goings to and fro I have often
passed that way and I, as every man amongst us, have stamped
that roek and stopped to listen to the hollow boo=-o-o-om bolow.
Fow, today, have passed so often as I, and I know a difference
in the sound,

That erust of roek and earth that holds Tuminkar Dan in
ite grip is wearing thin, thinner and thimner with the passing
of every season of planting and reaping. Soon, soon, it may
be to=-morrow or the day after, that rock will give way and Tumin-
kar Dan comg forth to meet hig father and to 5?oet us his people.

Then agsuredly shall we live in poace and contentment.
Then the sun will no longer burn our erops, no more will the
rivers rise in uncontrollable floods and rot our cassavag no
more will the passing soasons eripple our limbs and dim our oyes
and earses no longer will Kenaima roam the country in stealth
eatehing us unaware of his presence, when hies arrows plerce our
flesh and we are laid up in sickness or more often die. The
Kenaima will be bound by Tuminkar even as he bound Baukur; and
flung far into space also,.

But = Kaimen Pu Irotan, Ung Takan - (Listen good and
lay to heart, my Grandehild), only those who live good will be
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absolutely happys those who obey their parentss those who are
king to and properly cnfe for their ehildren: those who hearken
to gho voiee of their éldera; those who keep in their hearts
the remembrance and words of Tuminkar as handed down in the
Tribe from father to sony only those will live with Tuminkayr
and hig Son in Peace.

Such as steal and tell the.lie, such as go roaming from
woman to woman, such as are "Malenyan" (greedy, miscrly, one
of the woret of tribal sinsg) such as are eruel to their chil-
dren or beat their wives with no just cause and do thoese
things that is the prompting of Duidy with all such will Tumin-
kar be angry and drive far from him when even worse than now
will be their troubles, ailments and sorrow. Thus I warn
you, my grandson, that you so live your 1life that whichever
day Tuminkar may come back you may look him in the eye and not
be ashamed with the sinking oye and down east head, nor have
the weak and trembling knee in fear of his anger.

And now, my Takan, we must to owr hammoeks. The moon
is behind the forest and we must sleep. We shall suffer (Bai-
wep) from the cold, the mosquitoes will bite as also the sand-
flics and the fleoas, We may dream of much that is bad or we
may sec those who have left us and are no more. The Waracabra
Joguar may growl at us and Konaima pags close, but we must
sleep as tomorrow we face the roaring woters of many cataracts

and we must all be strong of arm and steady of foot to fight
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ite fury in getting our boat and supplies safely over into

smooth wator above.

NAAPSAFAIL.
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