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A Day of Rest.

As a general rule, all Indione are awake with the
first foint streaks of dawng many of the headmen actually
much earlier, in order to study the stars before sunup, as
it 1-'by these, they know the various seasone, the times of
rain or dry weather, the times to plough or plant, the times
when certain game are at thelr beat;Aor, migrating with the
ripening fruit, are more plentiful; and various other econeﬁie
factors of forest life or lore, the lmowledge of which often
epells luxury, or at least relief from the monotony of the
rather drab diet of Indian life. Those headmen md fathers
_of families have only speech and nctual demonstration with
which to transmit such lmowledge to their children and youths,
" and many an hour, I have lain quietly listening just before
the dawn to a headman imparting the knowledge of personal
expoerience, as also the oral traditions of his tribe, so many
of which centre round the various constellations, probably
owing to the fact that an interesting story will help to fix
more definitely in the mind some economic and practieal fact
or happening in forcat life.

For ingtance, the two bright stars that follow in

( e Fowrs)
o line a short distance behind the Southern Cross and are
ofton referred to by civilization as the Pointers, weore supposed
to represent an Indian man and his wife creeping through the
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forest in the hour before the dawvn, each ar@ed with a burning
faggot to show thom the way over or past obstructions and debris
on the ground, as they search for a crowing Powis. |

No matter how the seasons vary the Powis birds begin
to make love and mate as these stars appear in the pearly East
Juet before the rieing sun, At this @ riod and no othér,
the male bird gives out a booming crow at intervals during the
night, The Indians note the sound and direetion and an hour
or 80 before sunup creep out with firestieks in their hands,
in good time to be direetly undeér the tree on which the powis
is perched, before the light is string onough to start the bird
off in seareh of food or a bride. He is easily spotted in
the growing light; nolselessly the Indian moves into position,
an arrow flies from his bow, and there is o good Erenkfast for
alle

The female Powis is laying now, and in four wecks time
her eggs will hateh. Both the mating and hatehing seasons
coineide with the ripening of certain fruits, a reef of which
trees may be a two or three days'! trek from the village, and
thus thoy lknow definitely Jjust when to go, so as to find the
delicacy in full maturity.

Only stars far to the South are noted, but as each
constellation comes out in the early dawn of day, the cutting
of fields, the burn;ng and elearing up of these to be in readi~

ness for the next star which means rain and moy come at any time,
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is the next duty on the aboriginal agenda. These star

seagone are rigidly followed, but should nature, as so often
happens , stage a change in the weather, the Indlan is out of
luek, and a poriod of great scareity or even famine mnyvenauo.
There is an antidote to everything and at such times the Indians
take to the forests and live on forest game, roots and various
other natural products. Life then is truly hard, and I have
met Indians in bands roaming the forests, hungry and emaclated,
ecating roots that at other times would be deépiaad. Only

the fittest and toughest survive, as Nature, even in these
enormous forests, is none too b3&htiful, but some pull through
.to begin new fields and cultivation again,

The first duty of all Indians as they awake is to
retire some distance into the forest to relleve the calls
of Nature. Then, if there is a convenient bathing place,
mony g0 for a bath, but in all cases, even if detained in the
house by more urgent dutics, or sickness, every one must rinee'
the mouth with fresh water and wash the hands and face,
ecspecially the eyes. Tooth brushes are unknown, but the fore=
finger is slipped in the mouth in many cases and the teeth
serubbed with the finger.

If, when droughts set in and water has to be brought
from a distance, or vhen the supply on hand has been lowered
by the needs of the household during the night and there ls
only a little water available, a ridiculously small amount
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can serve for the washing preparations of the day. A man
will £111 his mouth to the limit with water from a gooby or
gourd. He then cups his hands and squirts into them about a
tablespoonful of water, with which he deftly molstens his whole
handes A second spoonful is ajeeted from the mouth, and
the hands may be said to be completqu'waahad. Hande cupped
ngain and a third spoonful 1is conyeyqd to the eyes which are
carefully washed. The forefinge& 1§athnn ingerted between
the lips and tho teeth are well rﬁbbed. The remaining water
in the mouth is then noisily ;rorc;ed in and out between the
booth, the closed lips meanwhilo/working up and down tho teeth.
Finally the water 1s ejected?anfko the ground and the throat
noisily cleared. The more fnatidioun new throw o spoonful
of more water from the gourd &nta the phlm of onc hand, when
the hands are again washed. f The handa are then flirted downe«
warda once or twice with a anap to knock,eff all drops of
surplus water. To remove mny remaiaing moisture the hands
- are rubbed round on the head ‘and the oﬁ@ration is complete.
The gooby or gourd ia the largg fruit of a vine or
ergopor closely allied to the pumpkin, af which every Indian:
plants somg number in thg,qornera of his ficld. These fruit
are not edible. They h%vé a thieck, strong outer covering
which makes thom admirable'receptaales for ecarrying and holding
water, and the smaller varietiea when cut in two, are used as

cups Oor bowls to hand rouﬁﬁ drink or various food, such as
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the porridge of different kinds which ies the almost invariable
early "morning tea" of the Indianss The ineside of these
gourde is a whitish sort of pulp, in which lie hundreds of large
white goeds. In preparing a gooby for use, one ie selected
when it has boeome completely ripe. A hole, never moré than
one ineh diameter, iz bored through the rind at some particulap
point, carefully seleccted with o view to the gooby's ultimate
use, Or the pecullar shape of the fruit iteelf. The gourd is
then immersed in stagnant wator for quite a time. The inside
pulp quickly begins to rot, and every day or two, the Indian
shakes out lﬁah parts as are sufficiently daeayei;. At the end
of a fortnight or so, all the pulp has gone, when tho gooby
is removed from the water. A fow handfuls of gharp sand and
gritty gravel are poured ingide whieh is shaken round and round
for a time, thrown out and the operation continued with new ‘
sand, till the Indian is eatisfied that all the sgoft part has
been washed away end only the rind left. The gourd ig then
hung up inside the house to season and completely dry out.
It may hang for weecks or months before necesgity calls for its
use, or it is passed over as ‘barter to pay for something .mere
urgently required by the owner. When taken down it is again
carefully scoured inside with sand, }beferre it is ready for use.
These gourds or goobys can be grown in quite numerous
varicties both in form and size = (soe 4llustration). Eﬁch
variety breeds true to form from seed and most Indians speeialise
only in cne or two sizes or forms, They pass readily arocund
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as barter and are in adnaiderable domand amongst the more
distant forest Indians, until the empty "Kerosene tin" or
enamelled bucket finds its way amongst them., The inch diameter
hole bored inte these gourds has been found to be about the most
handy size for stopping up with a wisp of grass or a few leaves
when full of wator, and this eliminates loss of the preeiaug
fluld in handling and the Joggling on the back of a earriér“

in a basket, on the short Journey to the village,‘or the long
rough hike between water stages of a journeye.

The seleetion of the'npot'whéra the hele ie bored depends
on ghape and requirement. If circulap, the hole is bored just
at one side of the thickened part where the stem of the vine
was joined to the fruit. This s the strongest part of the
whole receptacle, and cﬁly in exceptional cases 1} thie parti-
cular part bored, for instance, a peculiar long bottle neékaé
variety. ' Generally these gourds have an elonganted ncek of
various degrees, and it is found to be much easgier to decant
water from a hole in the side than at the extreme end. They
are constantly being picked up and moved about. With the hole
an one side, you ean hook a single finger into the hole and
piek it up, whereas if the hole is at the extreme end, both hands
are required to pieck it up, often a considerable nuisance if
the second hand 1s already grasping somothing also « gee
fllustrations ﬂ

When water iz required in the house, some woman is
despateched for a supply, often for several fomilies. She
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collects the warious gourds, packs them in a "quake” or
basket, which is carried fish=creel wise from the head by

a strap. At the pool she fills ecach by submerging the whole
gourd in the water, carefully stoppering each before répaekins
in the basket with some lecaves or grass although not infre-
quently eaéh has its own ecork already, made from the inner.
goftish part of the stalk of a palm leaf., The Ita Palm is

a great favourite for such corks, as the leaf stalk after
removing the hard glasey outside has an 1nehA diameter or so of
soft fibrous material, tough and fairly resilient, and casily
compresaible to the required shape.

A woman will often come back with one hundred pounds
- or more welght on her back, with just as many gourds as her
qualke when fully extended and carefully laced up its whéle
length will accommodate. This i1s often not considered enough,
g0 she hooks onc or two fingers of both hands into as many of
the small gourds as she can coarry.

Indians who are experts at pottery making, may use
earthenware vessels far ecarrying water. These are carried,
polsed on the head and may be large enough to hold several
gallons, but being open mouthed , « & roughly six inches
~ aeross = have to be very carefully earried to avold splashing
and spilling, The gourd therefore enters into t he daily
domestic nfa of all Aboriginal Indians execept those near
snough to civilisation who have become aghamed Hf their
original tribal customs and hablits, and are devoted to the empty
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tin at sixteen cents a time, but which soon rusts out and
develops holes. You will meect these coming up from the water
hole squirting water everywhere like a erszy watering con, and
mich labour is entailed in stopping the leaks with boos wax
and vegotable gums until the necessary money for a new one has
been collected. 7 |

We had jJust completed our early eat's wash up in the
first pearly grey of down, when Kiwinik came out of his house.
He carried in one hand hie gtool to sit on and a faly sized
bagsket with a 1id on it. He gave me good morning, Saik Teu
interpreting, asked me how I had slept and gave me his own
impression of the night, what he had dreamed about and suech like,
i replied in the same manner. After saluting me he devoted
his attentiontto my mens Numerous other headmen had come out,
each with his stool and basket, to engage in conversation with
some of my poerty. BSalk Tau was now busy on his own with Kiwinik,
but one after another each man, invariably pawing the air in
my direcction to demand or attract attention, took it in turn :
to engage me in conversation., It didn't matter that they spoke
only in Waiwal, of which I lmew not one word. Exporience had
taught me Just what they meant and I grunted assent and said
"Well, well”, or "Is that sot", at the appropriate points,.
When my turn eame to speak, I used Wapichan, & language they had
never heard before, but they assented and they "Well, welled"
Just as freely as I had done. I eould have spoken in any lan~
guage, in fact I often gave them a speech in English, and the
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convention and etiquette were satisfied and that was everything.

The dawn woas now bright‘ enough to see distinectly.
Kiwinik opened his basket, took out a bottle containing vegetable
oil and & haiy somb. The bottle had doubtless come through
Wapichenna country via the Tarumas, the oil made by himself and
gome of his women folks, either from the seeds of palm nuts,
grabwood, or other forest treesy the comb (boautifully made md
nighly decorated, a most practical substitute for our own article)
made from the tough needle like fibres of the trunk of a parti-
eular paim, with intricate weaving of gilk grass along the
centre, while one set of ends was grouped into a three inch
slot out into the leg bone of a Trumpet Bird, This bone formed
a backing or handle to be grasped in the hand, Eanch end of the
bone projecte an ineh or two beyond the comd proper and is
generally decorated with a ring or tassel of brilliaixtiy eoloured
small feathers. \

Kiwinik soon had eovery strand of his long blaek
gtraight hair reaching almost to his walst, beautifully oiled
omd combed. Dropping th_a comb and using both hands he swept
‘his hair into a loose pigtail behind., Gripping this tightly
in hie loft hand ss far down below his head as possible, he
swopt it over hie left shoulder still holding it tightly.

Picking up with his free hand a long string mado of gilk grass,
he began deftly winding it round and round the loose ends of



HO eee 206

the hair below his other hands In a seeond or two, he had

it neatly tled up for some four or five inchee at the end,
into a smart pigtail, which gradually reduced in girth to a
falrly fine end. Pigking up a hair tube, well decorated with
beads and feathers, he inserted the pigtail, gnire it o screw
round to forece it more tightly in, and tossed it over his
shoulder. Out came the tiny mirror. "Did it hang ecorreectly
and give an equal appearance from all anglea?“ xs;winik was

ag vain and pernlieckety as any budding belle, but it apperently
appeared perfectly satlefactory at the very first attempt.

Kiwinik next picked out an 0ld knife worn down to about
one inch of blade from his vanity box. With his little two
by two inch mirror, he minutely strutinised every part of his
face, in seareh of anything in the way of even a tiny halr.
The eyebrows recelved special attention, as also the upper 1lip
and the ehin, As each 1little halr was noted, the blade of his
knife was brought up till the edge jJust touched the root, then
the fleshy side of the thumb was placed on the halr against
the knifé and it was forcibly torn or tugged out,

Most of the Waiwais were very particular in this
habit of removing all hairs from the body execopt those on the
head, and whenever they wore sitting idle or in conversation,
you saw a lmife and thumb busy on the leg, arm, or other part.
On a subsequent visit I had another wmte man with me., It
was deeided to stage a big hung to provide game for our next
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stage of travel and every man and boy turned ocut. I went

out with the Chief and a ecouple of other men, but my white
friend had to be left in camp as he was rather weak and shaky
from a ra«;qt doge of malgria. It g0 happened that this halt
had been made at a geene of oi:emtiom, where a new large field
was being eut instead of the usual village, with proper foeie
lities for housing strangers. There was only a few shelters
in which the Walwals were camping, and no place whém my party
could find accommodation, so a spot was cleaﬁed on the opposite
bank of the adjacent ereek only a few yards away, I was now
on most friendly terms wfit:h the tribe, and my friend could be
loft in safety. On myg‘retum I met him vaatly excited and
voluble. It appeared fl't,hat some Of the more successful hunters
had comeg in a few heurz’p carlier. My friond was lying covered
up in his hammoek when lthe heoard volces alongside. TUnrolling
hig hammock te seo wha;b it was, ho found a young hunter and his
wife sitting some tvm}iva feot away on tho other bank of the
ereek, stripped to thfe buff in roadiness for a bath, but, at
tho moment, both ﬁer& quite unconcernedly pluecking out every
tiny pubdic hair the#‘ gould find,

Kiwinik was \‘%‘som gatisfied with the hairless condition
of his face and laidiout: a number of bamboo stoppered tubes
eontaining various calai;red paints and pigments. These colours _
wore generally red, whiég, black, yollow, and a light blue,

The red for smeajking over the body generally is made

i
|
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from the ripe seeds of the Anatto or Bixa Orelano, mixed
oit her with water or oil according to supplies.

The red pigment for use on the face is made by
ecollecting large quantitics of certain forest ereepers with
big eireular leaves and vigorously bolling these in a large
pot. When ecooked enough the leaves are thrown away. The
Indian meanwhile has been out in the forest eutting a number
of tiny leaved shrubs, which he now plunges f@into the reddisgh
liquid in the pot. Contact with these emall green leaves
at onece causes precipitation of the ggg‘partiales in solution,
The brew is allowed to settle, and finally the water is care-
:ully decanteds This leaves a layer g?f::éfer at the bottom
of the pot which iz now put out into the air ond sun for com=
plete evaporation of all water and moisture. In a day or two
you have a cake some half inch thick of a bright red, rather
erumbly material, ‘This is now cut into pileces about one
ineh square and two such squares fit a tiny box 1little bigger
than a moteh box made from the young white fronds of certain
palms . A 1ia made from the same material is elipped over,
and the Indian now has an artiele of barter that will always
find a purehaser.

It ie cniy the selected squares, perfect in form and
hardness that can be sold in the erude, but 2ll round the edges
there is a lot of waste due to the round sweep of the pot, and
also to careless cutting. This is in the fom of a wvery fine

powder to lumps like & pea. These are all ensily reduced
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by a circular motion of the thumb to something elosely allied %o
the rouge of eivilization. Vegetable oll is now added care~
fully, and the whole stirred and whipped to a homogenous paste.
This must not be too stiff or too liquid and when the desired
consisteney has been obtained, it is filled into bamboo joints
about threequarters of an inch diameter and not more than four
inches long. A stopper or eork is eut to fit the tube, and
in most cases the cork has a long slender sliver of wood or
bamboo inserted in the centre, Just long enough not to quite
touch the bottom of the tube when the cork is forced home.
This sliver of wood when the cork is withdrawn is covered with
the paint and ean at once be applied to the face to form the
geometric figures or straight lines as may be fancled by the user.
' These tubes of paint can be readily sold also, chiefly
loecally, while the boxed bloeck form is more popular for long
distance trade, as there is a danger of the tube form ﬁeins
surreptitiously reduced by every Tom, Diek and Harriette on
the Journey.

1 do not know the botanical names of the plants
employed in the manufacture of this particular paint, I have
gsecn the large vine leaves hanging dry in many houses, strung
on a thin liane, looking like a huge garland, all ready for the
day when the Indian finds time to boil them. The resultant
ecolour is a mnéh better red than Anatto, and in both forms
finds a ready sale amongst all Indians residing outside the
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influecnces of eivilization. The articles asked in exchange
are small, generally a half dozen small hooks, a few pins, or
may be & couple of boxes of matehes.

The black paint is made from soot mixed with oil to
the consistency of a paste, but it is not any and every form
of soot that will give the deep black of the ecomnoisseur. Certain
palm leaves, one or two barks of trees, and certain nuts are
thdse in use generally, but tho most prized is the soot made
by burning the skin of sugar cane. A small fire is begun with
the perticular artiele declided one A large pot 1= inverted
over the fire and often a tiny hole or two knocked in the bottom
té allow part of the smoke to find an exit, elthough a com=
pletely whole pot is used equally commonly. The smoke fills
the pot but is kept steadily moving by the heat of the fire and
escapos ot tho holes or round the sides. The fire is kept
going for hours, often days, until enough soot has deposited
whon it is carefudly collected and mixed with oil, This paint
is generally put into a particular eireular palm hut after the
kernel has been removed., It is much scareer than red, ond a
much  less quantity is sold for the same price as red, but there
ig not tho same demand for black. Few of the tribes to the
North (by for the wealthiest) use black, although a few may
‘possess a nutful as a curiosity, and it 1is only sold to Indians
living in Brazil or for use by the Waiwal themselves.

White pigment is made from Kaolin (Tabatinga), a
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valuable elay found in small nodular deposits at long distances
apart.s Yellow and blue are also made from clays. Selected
elay is maghed up in a pot with water, and the coloured mixture
decanted into another, when it is allowed to settle, after which
the clear water is again tipped out. The preecipitation is 3
allowed to dry to a powder when it is mixed with oil and put in
tubes. These clay colours are genorally used to decorate the
main motif itself in the forme of a thin line as an edging, or
a line of dots outside the econtour. They bring out the designs
morc prominently and show up the diffefent eolours more vividly
by contrast. :

Kiwinik sat calmly ehatting away, mirror in one hand,
and a paint stick in the other. In a quarter of an hour he
had completed quite an intricate pattern. Beginning with blaeck
Juat below the eyes, he formed throe quarter inch marks down to
the level of Jjust above the corner of the mouth, and thep at
right angles towards oach other, something like C‘—l] =" EZ’—“
Cutting the edges straight with a Imife, h» traced ‘a yellow line
along each about 1/12 in. wide. Then he carefully spaced
white dots Just a short distance away to correspond with the
design, With a finger he next ran a gemi=cirele of red round
the middle of the brow, the ende of which extended round the
templeos on to the cheek to almost , but not quite, touching the

white lines of the first design. A series of thin, red tapering
lines were drawn where the eye lashes should have beon=H X BE=—
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connected at the inner ends with an npright red mark,ond a
white eross placed between.

Kiwinik had apperently slept in his customary ear=
gtude made from the silver white shell of a river bivalve.
To the back of these, he now tied a tassel of some dozen strings
of white beads which reached down to his shoulders, each string
ending in a tuft of brilliantly coloured feathers. In the
hole bored in the lower 1lip, he inserted another tassel of
bead strings, all adorned with feathers also. These bead &
strirge all met in one common gtring to fom a minute neck with
a small picee of stichk which was placed at right anglea, once

Waa
it was inside the mouth to keep it secure = 4zwn
M

He next stuck two highly decorated red Macaw feathers
through the septum insflide the nose., These were some 9 inches
to 1 foot long, along the midrib of which were stuck with some
gum a line of tiny motalllec coloured feathers, blue, white
~and blood red in regular succession. The ends of each fenther
carried a white feather tuft, and at equal distances apart
there hung three bead ornaments, oach tufted with feathers.

The whole thing hung gracefully like an
exaggorated 0ld world moustacho.

ﬁs now attached gaftera of beads adorned with Jjing=-

ling seceds to béth ankles and again bet®¥ he knees. Then
he thrust hie arms into bark ormaments a2ll picked out in
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blagk figures of various animalsg, These, about 3 ins in
depth, were pushed on up to the biceps, and all round were fixed
a thiek array of long stringe of feathers of all eolours which
reached down to, and when he stood up, almost eempletelj hia
his armgs and handse. Wristlots of boads and feathors were now
attached, as qlao a gaudy belt woven with bends and hanging
feathors. Then he hauled out a magnificent feather crown
which ho placed on his head, and his tollet was completel

It takes much longor to deseribe Kiﬁinik'a toilet than
he took to effect it. I don't suppose he was any more than
15 minutes on the whole affair, but a greater transfomation
you could searcely imagine. From a rather drab, light hued
Indian, he was transformed into a dignified Chief, glittering
in the now riging sun with paint and powder and his body almost
hidden in the fluttering feathers that hung everywhere around -
hime Sitting around listoning or actually conversing with
gomg of my men were quite a number of other Walwals, all busily
engaged in a rather spoecial toilet, for in honour of Distin-
guished Visitors, o goneral hollday had been declared. Few,
if any, of these Indiane I have over met ecould approach Kiwinik
in decoration and dress. He was the Beau Brummell of the
¢ribe and wore his feathors and paints with a grace and dignity
that eould only be imitated.

Food was brought us, first a sort of porridge peculiar
to the Wailwais and made from the poisonous jJuice of the bitter
caseava. This on being boiled loses ite polson and mixed

with some meal, pulped fruit, or meat pounded to & powder in a
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mortar, makes quite an appetising porridge. A more substan=
tial meal of cassava bread and various game either in boiled
form, or ronsted over the open fire, was also served. Beor

in fair quantity wos handed round fairly frequently and conver=
sation became pretty generals Thore was the business of getting
aequainted on hand and once we had been acecepted, the Waiwal
had an eye Open to see any and évery thing that every wmember

of my party possessed, so oz to pieck ocut any article they
faneied when the serious business of bartoring actually began.
Salk Tau was buay privately in deop conversation, and as I could
not make any headway without him, excopt by way of the usual
litany in Waplichan used on arrival, I slipped ocut of doors and
took the chance to inspeet the villaae._
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Round the vallagg,

By far tho most striking object in the village was
the communal housce occupled by Kiwinik, his father, his "old
uncle", some 10 or 12 othor men and their respective womenfolk,
children and various dependants.

This house was close on 60 ft diameter, porfectly
circular, and with a fairly steep roof, was a considerable height
also. There were only two doors, both‘not more than 4 £t high
and Jjust wide enough for a single person to enter with case.
One door faoced East to the morning sun and prevailing breecze,
and wosg exelusively used by the men unless o woman woe calleﬁ
out to bring drink or food for the visitors. The other door,
foeing west, was used by the women, through which no man passed
oxcept for some exceptional reason.

The next largest house was that for visitors, also
a round thateched eircular hiit, but with opon sides all round.
The thateh of thoa? huts, of which there was one in every
village x‘have secon, ended some 5 £t from the ground, and was
almost invariably eut to a straight line or in a sort of Key
pattern as ‘%W%W All round, on one side,
were & number of small hutes and shelteras, erected for the use
of the Taruma Tribe who would, on their arrival in a day or
two, fill the guest house to overflowing. There Qas no ques=«
tion of being permitted to enter the communal house; it simply
wasn't done. I asked pormission, but was r ¢fused with rather
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apparent alarm. Salk Tau himself had never been inside any
such house, nor had RKushar, the Taruma Chief, nor any of the
tribe. I kept strict wateh later on when the ?nrumﬁa arrived
and grew friendly, éven brotherly, under the influence of much
beer, but no one ever approached the door, lot alone enter it.

On subaequant vigite, this striet rule was relaxed, andﬁ
Saik Tau and myaelf were allowed to enter. It gradually dawned
on Kiwinik's mind, I suppose, that we would not do anything
alarming, nlthou$£ our first ontry was the signal for much commo=-
tion, Every ddé ingide was barking ite hardest and loudest,
and the women qbre cbviously all set to raece for the forest,

- if we had so mﬁeh ag sneczed, 1 believes I have often wondered
gince if my miyd and very innoeuous immovations to their tribal
euntoma did nnw good, oxcoept to satisfy my curiosity, and begin
tho dawnwarﬁ trﬁnd from dignity and self cesteem of age long
custom, to whaq eiviligation generally sees as Indian life, a
hodge podge afflazy, éunning, thriftless, lying groups, ashamed
of whatever euﬁtura they have had.

Later on, I saw o communal house being crected. After
the site had b%en spolocted and carefully eleared of all voots
and trec ntumﬁ#‘ a point wone chosen ne'thn cantre,_ Rcuhd this
point, by meané of a llano, thrce separate rings wore geratched

{ @t dd
in the ground:~ tho groatest dlstance (several éeet),

being between the ouﬁQr twos A ring of holee, about gix feot
apart, was dug all round the outer eirele, in which poles about
5 ft above the ground level wore placed perpendicularly. Long

T L SR AT
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supple saplings werc now tled to each pole head to form a ring
right round. Holes were dug in the seecond cirele, and poles
planted but instead of being placed perpendicularly, thoy were
more at right angles to the piteh of the roof. Their 'height
abow ground was declided by resting a raftor on the first and
outer ring, whon after the correct piteh had been decided, they
wore all ecut the same length, and again a ring of saplings wae
bound around the pole heads, These poles wore mueh stouter
than those of the outer ring, roughly 3 timeé 80, The poles
ef the third ring, correspondingly taller and stouter, wore
‘placed in a leaning position also, and a ring of stoﬁt'saplinga
laghed round. Looking from ong side these poles looked like
this = See drawing No: 1. '

Long tapering saplings wore now éelected and laid up
the three rings formed at the head of each eirele of uprights,.:
As none were long enough to reanch tho apex of tho roof they
were joined whore nocossary, They must project above the last
gapling eirele far enough to meet in a common eone Or APeX.
Four poles having beon lashed et right angles across the top
ef the imner eircle of uprights <« Figg No. 2 = partiaular?.%
long tapering small tree of roughly 6" dlameter at tho bottom
was selocted and stripped of all bark to serve as the centre
pole . Cabalistic and geomotrieal signs of good lueck were
painted along one third of ite lower end with various paints,
gonerally black and »d. ;

A large, shallow, earthenware pot, 18" or 2' diameter, :
has elthor been speeinlly mode with a 6" diameteor hole in the
bottom or one 1n\ordinary uge is seclected and a hole chipped
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in the bottom = Fig. no. 3. A man c¢limbe up the raftors to.
the apex, the pot is hoisted, and an empty Brazil nut pad

sent up to him also. The centre pole is now hoisted gently,
the man on the apex guiding its ascending and through the hole

v

in the inverted pot, and g the empty Brazil nut (which
has a hole cut to fit) securely on the extreme point of the
pole. The centre pole is theon hoisted until its lower end
rests on the eross poles on top of the immer eirele of supports,
The rafters are securely tied at the apex around the eentre
pole and everything made sccurc. Thatehing now goes on right
up to, but just underneath, the inverted pot, leaving a fair
number of open spaces between the rafters to allow the smoke
of the fires below to escapc. The pot itself is covered
with thateh, lashod to the centre pole, and very much resembles
- an 0ld fashioned thateh skip for bees =« Fig. No. 4.

The staging on which the eentre pole rests is generally
removed and the pole may be ecut off gome distance higher.
In no caso, have I ever seon the eenﬁre pole of a eommunal
house resting on the ground, but I have generally seen them
high up and unsupported at their lower end. I have developed
o nasty eriek in my neek trying to make out the plcture writing
by the aid of a tareh.

Various panlm leaves are universally used in thatehirng,
and preferably the young unrolled leaf, of which they can
only get one at a time from eaeh palm, These leaves are

opened by hand and broken back to fall together when placed
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on the roof. The one side however is carelully plsgted in some
ensy deeign. The plééted half is placed on the raftersjy the :
unpl@ited half outside to throw off tho rain, md the inside
of the communal house presents a very neat appearance with not a
single piece of leaf untidy or hanging down.

As the house nears completion o shelf is bullt about
15" from the ground, on which are tied the hunting dogs of the
occupants., Above this are other shelves on which to place their
various belomgings. The chief allocates the various places to A.
his followers, generally retaining a place elose to the men's dooy
for his own use to take advnntagé of quiek exit in case of need,
as also for more air, light and general comfort. Aeroess the door«
way, the next man in the soecinl seale has his place, and the
younger or less nétsble men farther in, aecording to their standing.
The women have the back part of the hut and their own door,
In this, they do their cooking and preparation of their different
foods and driﬂks-

Inside those houses it is almost piteh dark, exeopt for
a fow foet around each door, and much of their finer arts and
erafte have to be done outaside. The men work before their door,
gseated on stools repairing arrows, spimning cordage from silk
graoss, or making up the feather work for whieh tho tribe is fomous.
They also use the guest house if the weathor is wet, or the mid-
day sun too hot. Atvthe women's door, a bevy of women ean

generally be found sitting outside, busily engaged in making
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cassova groters. These gratera‘aomprisa their higheet unit
in barter, md are in great demand overywhere, so that at all
times you see somg of the women buey working during every moment
they can spare from cooking and other domestiec dutiecs. on
her speed and ability depends the paying off of debtas incurred
with neighbouring tribes, and possibly the ascquigition of a new
axe, which is the highest unit in outside eurrency known to them.
One peeuliar thing in the clearing, was a large bloek
8f wood roughly six feot long end four feet across, carefully
gunk to the level of the surpounding soil in the eclearing.
I noticed Kiwinik and most of tho heads of familios, had
stepped on to this block of wood when they appeared in the morning.
They would pause in thelr atnﬁde just a2 second or two, when
they gave three fairly hard stnmpé with, usually, the left foot.
This caused a hollow bezoming noise, and I sensed a cavity
underneath.
T found this block of wood a feature in every Waiwai
village that boasted a commmnal house, but where I found a
village of ordinary huts, this block was not in ovidence. Of
those villoges I have seen two, and in both cases the people
hod abandoned their previous home, and Were living in temporary
huts, prior to their beginning the usunk eommunnl house.
Investigntion showed this blaek of wood was actually
one huge board, cut out of a single Sapapima, or buttress of
a forest tree. Many of these buttresses can be found begia*
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ning 12 or 15 feet up, and extending out a similar distance from
the bole of the treec. They are generally only a féw 1nche!

thick, but are very strong, owing to the twisted nature of the
“u‘t%iﬂ s o 74

A

fibres of wood.
The one in question, after being cut out had been

stripped of all bark, and was about onc and a half inches thiek,

" An oblong pit is dug some 3 to 4 feet in tho ground, and the

board fitted earefully over it, so as to be-perfeetly flat and

just o trifle below tho level of the surrounding carth. A small

channel, about 6 inchos wide, is dug on both sides of the board,

sloping ,from nothing at its beginning scme foot or morc away,

and disappearing under tho bunrd to eormunicate with the chamber

= | -+ o &W JM(/[ T Crmwvw/ntlczz(;f

LmL( ,mfr (ﬁimc ~

underneaths = ﬂw¢~9'f

b

This board was generally placed some 10 fect away from the ment'sg
door and more or less in line with the guest house. EVery
éorning, the chief and all headmen as they came out to speak to
guests stamped on the board, before continuing aeross to the
guest house, to grect the strangers or guests of the tribe.

If going out on their own private duties, hunting, or to the
fields, the ceremony was never porformed. At such times they
carefully avoided all contact with it, nor hove I ever soecn
anyone go over or near it when going to entor the house.

When strangers ontered the clearing or arrived in the
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guest house, tho Chief, or if he was absent, the headman next
in authority would emerge from the house, stamp on the board,
and say a fow words. If the strangers were standing in front,
the Chief would give them welcome, e tanding on it, but he would
soon move off, and some other headman repeat tho Process. Iir
the Chief had beon absent for some hours for any reason, he
would assert his presence by the usual stamping, and some verbal
salutation. |

Each stamp of the foot produced a booming, muffled
gound and I thought the runnels had been cut on either side
to allow the sound waves a better exit, but I found the§ had
other uses also. When the Tarumas arrived, and o minor tribal
drinking festival began, each Indian, as his stomach became over<
charged, made a bee line for the bonrd and vomited until relieved
into these runnels, when it disappeared down the drain so to speak.

The board was also used as the stance for the challenger
at thelr whipping tests and wrestling matches, although it was
not until my fourth vigit that I saw it used for this purpose.

My stroll around the clearing was ﬁcaompanled by a
very noisy chorus of barking dogs, most of which were apparently
secured inside the house. A few nondescripts were sneaking
around outside, looking mangy and lean, and secmed to have no
déaire to be either hedrd or seen. These were animals which
had no aptitude for hunting, but since they were domesticoted,
and eomebédy's pet at some time or other, could not be deliberately
destroyed, and were allowed to run around uncared for, unfed,
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and a falir target for anybedy's foot if they got into the
WaY e

Vory fow of the Indians untouched by eontase.with
civilization will kill or eat anything they have ever»damea*
tiented. This may have its amusing side at times. When I
entered the Wapichanna tribe although there were some hundreds
of cattle on their savonnahs, many of the tribe refused to eat
beef. A very prominent Indian came into my camp one day
saying, "I am hungry and want food". SOmé beef and the usunl
bread was set out for him, at which he looked in disdain, as
he snorted, "Am I tiger?” "What do you want then" I asked.
"I ecat deer, or fish, or birds, or even antbear", was his
reply, the latter being considered unfit for food except under
the most pressing and desperate circumstances.

A friend had been erosging country, and tired and
weary aftor some hundreds of miles of trekking, with his
supplics almost exhausted, he came out to a large Indion
village, where to his delight he saw a nice lot of common
barnyard fowls strutting around. Through his interpreter
he began to try to buy some. They were reluctant to sell the
chickens but, "would he like to buy eggs?” On his assenting,
he was soon gurrvounded with baskets and baskets of eggs, which
the interpreter paid for as qulekly as they came. This boy T
boiled o potful, but when they were ready, my friend found
that the whole lot were badn ahd closer inspeetion showed
there was scareely o aiﬁgle good egg in the hundreds whiegh
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he had bought. He called up everywody for an explanation, and
was told that a padre hod come amchgst them and introduced hens,
The padre never ate the chickens but used up all the eggs as they
wore laid, thus the chickens really were the padre's property
and ecould not be sold, but they thought it weuid be all right

if thoy lot him have the eggs. The padre's last word to them
was, "Look after my chickens well, till I come back.," "And

how long is it since this padre went away?" inquired my friond,
to which he got the rafher disconeerting reply, "The scason of
roin has come and gone three ‘bimee”.(three yvears )™,

The hunting dogs of the Waiwais were very different
animals however. They were large powerful brutes, surly at the
approach of a stranger, but well trained and in great demand for
hundreds of miles around. They wore never allowed to roam around
the village, but wore kept ehained up on the lower shelg ingide
the house, unless when left out to relieve themselves or to go
hunting in the forests. A dog would start borking and making
a noise on the leach until someonc attended to him. Undoing
his collar, the dog would dash out of the house and into the
forest ot top speed. After an sbsence of some 10 minutes, ho
would dash back again straight to his proper place on the shelf
to be tied up again. fThe dog leashes wore made of a plece of
thin tough sapling, maybe some 18 inches long. At one end was
attached a picece of skin from some decr or othor game, which
served as a eollar. The other end was tied, with a plece of
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skin also, to some convenient pole or onec of the wooden runncrs
that formed the shelf. The stiek in the middle served as the
chain, and baing wood, could not be cut through with the dogls
teeth, should he desire to free himself. A

These hunting doge are well fed and cared for. At nearly
every meal some food is given them, and at least once or twice
por day whon someone goes for & bath, they are taken down on the
leash to the ereck and given a good washing, They are never fat
but alwaye in hard, firm condition with sillky, shining ecats of
hoir. They all had a epeeial dislike of me, especially if they
passed me to windward, when they would race past me with the hair
of their backs erect, emitting deep blasphenous growls, When out
in the forest on the loose and after game, they werc not so openly
hostile, although none ever came near to try to be friendly.

One othor thing in the elearing drew attention = a rather
smnll beautifully plumaged rocster or eock. - He strode around,
monareh of all he surveyed, taking toll of feood when and where he
pleased. I subsequently found one in every Waiwal village, but
only a cosks Thore was not a single hen in the whole country,
and these birds were all brought in as barter = generally to buy a
dog or grater = by the various tribes, usually the Torumas, who
come down to do business. A couple of days later, the Tarumas,
who wore behind us, brought in ;":’;%eks to exchange for something.
Most of the Aboriginals, although they are ignorant as to how to
breed chickens, love to have o coeks The attraction is the erowing



NO +40 226

during the night. The constant, pericdic erowing of the bird frem
midnight till dawn is useful, as it walkes them up just in time

to replenish the fire and keop it from goiny out. The coek's
erow scrves as a sort of clock also. If an early start has to be
made in the morning, the time ean be lmown approximotely. Whén
the coek Ins erowed a cortain number of times, it is high time

to get up, if some father wishes £o show ‘tho stare and éive his
son instruction, as it leaves only the space of a leeture before
the stars pale before the rising sun. Coeks rarely ecrow before

- midnight, but on bright moonlight nights s it is quito common for
thom to erow by ten o'eloek or even earlicr. This change is
recolved with shrieks of laughter by the w}xole village, elosely
followed by remarks shouted to the bird such as, "Are you lost?",
"Are you drunk?”, "Wére you having a very nansty dream?", or

"Was your wife tickling you?", Each remark produces o new burst
of laughter as each man tries to outdo his neighbour in sareasm.
Sametimes the women chip in with remarks or questions, gencrally
intended to raise a laugh at the men folks, particularly if some
soxual points have been introduced, as not infrequently happens.
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Kiwinik's Fathoer.

Most Aboriginale adopt a tribal name by which they are
known privately, and later on another name by which they are lmown
to outsiders and white peepleo_ Cortain parents of either sex
earry 8o much personality as to overshadow any of their children,
in which cagse they retain their names for life. Generally the
children are &8 noisy and assertive as those of any other race.
There is always change in some degree in their outlook and attitude
towards 1life, and parents become "has beens" in the forests as
elsewhere. It is the general rule that the pavents beecome known
as so0 and so'es father or mothers With the ne:;:t generation those
now carrying a namg are deposed in their turn in a like mnnnéra

T Kiwdnik's father presumably carried considerable persona<«
utx to become chief at some time or other, but what such name may
have been I failed to learn. Inquiries only produced evasion, snd
I did not pursue them farther. He was a man of indefinite ages
he might have been sixty, but again he might have been much older
or oven younger, nccording to how the hardships of life had left
their mark upon him., He was a man of average height, of a light
but definite cecopper hue of the foreét .aboriginnl. He was in full
control of his body and scenses, active in camp or at the hunt, and

an excellent conversationaliet sccording to tribal rules and cti-
quéttes Hls body showed none of the dry erinkly appearance of

old age, nor had he a grey hair on his hecad. He was nearly always
covered with red paint of the Bixa Orellano variety with only o fow
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foco marks on spocial occasions. He wore fow ornaments on
his body, and his hond=dress was much more subdued than that of
his son or indced of most of the heads of families anywhere in
his tribe. He was very gentle in his movements and s pooch,
and did not impress one as being the sort of porBC!'l to rule
any tribe of natives. ’

In the afternoon, he expressed a wish to have a long
conversation with me, s0 Saik Tau was called wp and we sat some
hours smoking and drinking, while step by step he told me what
he wanted to about himself and hies troubles. He said he was
getting old, and some of the younger men were disposed to be
hostile to his orders, and as Xawinik, now the father of one
boy and ene girl, was a fully grown man, he had decided to resign
the ehieftainship of the tribe, and allow Kiwinik to assume full
control whilo he was still able to advise him in any diffi-
culties that might arise. Unfortunately, Kiwinik's promotion
to the position as chicf had not met with complete assert »

A number of families had objected, and these had now settled

down in a new village some distance away under a echiof of their
" own seleecting, and there was danger of the Waiwal tribe being

divided, as already feeling ran high betweon the difforent .

foctions. Although the division had only come about during

the last pear, development had been very active in tho last

six monthe.

Would I, as @ Chief in my own right, use my influence
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during my visit to reconcile the maleontonts and bring them to
unity Mér*ﬁninik'g authority as they had been in his time?
During this recitation of their tribal troubles » practleally all
the hendmen and most of their wives had formed a eirele around
us, sii:ting absolutely silent, but following open-mouthed every
question I asked or any suggestion I had to put forward through
the medium of Saik Tau.

L found the new village was not far away, so I promised to
g0 over on a visit and sec what I could do, }I‘had no idea of
how I would succeed, or oven on what lines to take nction, but’
I folt n visit ecould do no harm., Meanwhile I studioed Kiwinile
a bit more earefully. Ho was a fine, tall spocimon with fine
physique and a particularly pleasing face and expression., His
smile ané laughter came veadily and he had great eharm in conver-
sation, as most of his followers would drop thelr own conversa=
tions if ho were diseussing anything with myself or my men. In
some ways, he was rather shy and quiet = very much 1like his father -
but I sensed in him a gentleness and absenwe of ruthlessness and
foree, to make him a succossful loader in the face of agteady deter«
mined opposition, Kiwinik certainly was a past master in f;aney
dresse The feathor crowns and ornmaments he wore, all his own
manufacture, were more nmumerous and of botter design and worke
manship thon any I have ever seen. Whon ho was fully decled out
in all his regnlia ond gawgows, vory little of his body could be
seen, execept his legs below the knees. Nor have I ever seen any

Indinn who wore his mony ormaments with such charm and grocel
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When fully dressed, he was most dignified and commanded royal
respect, ns he had only to raise his voice, and sileonce foll on
everyono. :

He had a very protruding abdomen which began at the ribe
and curved out and round to its lower oxtremity. Ovor the stomach
was a round rupture almost as lafge as an egg eaused by oxcessive
drinking at some festival as a youths Round his middle were a
number of latitudinal scars in front, some of thom 2 or 3 inches
in length, which had been caused in the whipping tests of his
earlier years and on assuming the chieftainship. Péraenally,»

I liked Kiwinik very much and always found him onec of the most
open and helpful Indians I ever mete.

A ;zzessnge was sont off to the village in question,
saying we would arrive on a certain day .at a given timp, with a
quantity of goods for bartering in whatever they had to e xchange.
Kiwinik's father wont with some four or éi‘% of his most influen«
tial men, but the young Chief stayed at homo. 7 Saik Tau, Henry
and myself comploted the number. We arrived without any trouble
about © a.m, ont he day fixed., Whon we emorged from the forest
we found ours;alves in the largest eclearing or fiecld I have ever
seon Indlans make. Whatever tho upstart chief might be, he cor=
tainly was making full and proper pmpnmticn for feeding his
peoplos The site chosen was the top of a long flat ridge.

The forest had beon completely eleared off the top and some dis-
tanco down either side, right to the end of the ridge and beyond.

We were standing practically on a level with the tree tops of
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the adjacent forcsts, and had a magnificent view. Much of
this huge clearing had beon planted aireadyg but in parts, the
smoke Of wood fires showed operations in further clearing, were
also afoot. ‘ A

The wvillage propor stood some 100 yds inszide the clearing
from where we enteroed, and ecnsistéd of sémo half dozen roughly
bullt huts, ereccted as temporary shelters until the usual com=
mnal house could be bullt. As we come to a standstill, the
new chief and two or threc of his head men éame out from these
huts to mect us. None of them was very claborately dressed,
but all were well armed with elubs, bows and arrows. The heands
and faces of numerous men, women and children eould be seen in
evory doorway, where we knew there was quite a2 scuffle to get
the cholcest view of our party.

The chiof and his men seemed vary‘embarnassad, probably
duc to foar of us; myself as the first white man, and my men
ag the first Indians wearing clothes, that any of them had ever
socns The wolcome given to Kiwinik's father was tho shortest,
Just half a dozen words, and then the chlef spoke to me, passed
on and addrossed each man in turn. No drink or food was offered
us, and things didn't seem to bo progressing wuch, so I opened
out theo nrticlea of barter 1 had brought with nme. The chief was
improssed and unbent a little, so I took the chance of having
a talk with him on the subject that had really brought me overs
I t0ld him he ought to be ashamed of himeelf in having broken

away from thc recognised chief of hereditary descent, and

.. that the Wailwails were too few and feeble to divide in
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in parts os he was do&ng. At once he grew restive and demanded
that we commenced bartering. I kept on telling him off, and
now he demanded that we fire off our guns as he had never heard
a shot. - He grew quite heetoring and domineering in his manner,
walking around between myself and my men and ordering what he
wanted in a loud blustering volces. Saik Tau got frightened

and wanted to fire off one gun to plascate the fellow, but I
rofused. _

Then I took a different lime., I had told him what I
wanted, and now switched off on to barter) getting him interested
in what I hnd brought, and for an hour we admired various things
on either side, but when he #tarted to domnd m axe for something,
I gsaid it eould not be ‘dme. It was my tribal rule to do busie
ness where I had my eamp, and that what I had brought wore only
sumples. He and his men must come t 0 Kiwinik's camp if they
wanted to do any trade. 'rhis gtarted the argument all over
again, but as he wanted my goods a great deal mere than I wanted
his, he had no alternative but to give in, After another
hour's wrangling he submitted, and said he would serd some of
his men over in a day or two, but on one emdition, and that
wos that I must fire off a gun to let him hear the sound, whieh
I promised to do.

: I told my men we could all fire our guns ~ four shots =
but not until I gave the signal, as I felt that the guns fired
at an unexpeated moment would give a botter ind more impressive
effects I snid goodbye, and we formed in line te return,
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Kiwinik's father in the lead, myself next, then Saik Tau, Henry
and thé others. A dozen yards away, direectly across our ‘
path, lay a fallen log which we had to c¢limb over, as it was
fully 3 £t in dlameter, I had lined it out t#ire just as we
got to this log when I could take shelter, and relead if the
villagers wished to turn nasty., Just as our ex=chlief was
touching this log, I gave the esignal and we all fired, when I
got tho shock and surprise of my young lifel I had not ealeulated
en the effoct of shots fired immodlately behind tho ears of
our venerable leader. He also had never seen a gun before,
nor had he heard o shot fired. It was Just behind his head,
and had been wholly unexpected as I had given my orders and
gignal in Wapichan which he did not understand. At one bound
he cleared the three foot log in front like an antelope, then
he whipped round to fase me with his teoth chattering in abjeet
terror, whilst he was running his hande over his arms, hi= logs
and hig whole body to find out if be were intaet and uninjured.
In o second we were over the log, but we forgdt all about re-
loading in our excitement of rendering help to our leader. He
gecmed on the point of fainting and it took quite five minutes
before we got the 0ld boy assured he had not been killed entirely.
Gradunlly he realicsed ho was safe and that our intentions were
not eériminal, and he grew calm again,

Meanwhic the roports had caused equal alarm in the
village. Dogs barked, parrots shrieked and people yelled.
Men, women and children were pouring from the huts and raocing
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through the growling eassava in every direction in o mad effort

to reach some point in the forest for shelter and safety. Feather
erowns of the men and the black heads of women were bo‘bﬁins above
the ecrope in a mad endeavour to eseape, each for him or ﬁersalf,
and the devil take the hindmost.

Physical fear, or even acute surprise is something you
very seldom meet in Indian lifes They will face up to admitted
definite danger as calmly as you please, I have seen an Indian's
favourite dog eaught by a jaguar; and the ownor rush up with only
o dead and Palf rotten branch pleked up hastily as ho ran and '
drove the brute offs While doing some lime cutting in the dbush,
o deadly snake dropped off the branches they were hacking away
and landed on the neek and shoulders of an Indian bealde me.

The impact caused instant 1mmeb113_t§ and the man stood quite
enlmly ag the snake wound around till he got a ehance of seizing
the eresture by the neek immedlately behind the head with his hand
and dashing its body ugainet an adjacent trec, when 1t dropped
writhing but helpless. ‘

The Indian-s have an acute dread and fear of the super=
natural such as Kenaima = tho Evil Eye of other racecs = but fear
of natural phenomena is elmost unknown, however rarely it may
oCoUre Surprise is equally rore émmgst thom ne they ave daily
in touch with all kinds of happenings in the flora and fauna of
their surroundings and must meet much which, whilet it is novel
and surprising, appeals to them in a very difterent menner to what
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eivilization ealls surprise. There is no outward demonstration,
and the mind and senses analyse and note the new and suprprising
with perfect ealm as‘a new experience. It ie when newéomera

go amonget these wntutored people that we expect them to show

fenr and surprise on lines of our own preconceived ideas, Efforts
may bo made to produce both =o as to impress the natives with the
neweomor's ability and marvellous POweIrs, and the results generally
lead to the stranger regarding tho Indlans as stupid, animal 1ike
and deflciont 6f both brains and imagination.

One newecomer friend of mine was riding on horseback on
gome of the Ccampos in Brazil, in a part whore horsos wore almost
unlmown. Approaching unseen to an Indion hut, which had an open
aide on that opposite to him, thus enbbling him té whip round the
cornor and ride into the house, he ejJaculated in a gruff volce,
"Kenaima" (Evil Spirit)e Every Indian quietly and ealmly rolled
nis hommock around him and lay still, quite assured in his own
mind that he had seen the dread Kenaima and that his last hour
of day had comes It took the horseman sane hours to persudde
them differently, and to provide him with a guide to the next
village. :

Another friend was going out to eivilization and took as
his escort o numbor of crude :{ﬁdians, who had never been beyond
the confines of their native forest in their lives. After
weoeks of traﬁel trey arrived at a 1ittle wayside station on a
railway. Whon the first train was due to pas., ho assembled his
boys in a leng line on tho' platform ivith'in a foot var g0 of its
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edge, whore the iron monaster would pass, Pregsently the train
rolled in, whistling, with steam blowing off and making Ruech
noise as it slowed down. My friend expectod that overy men would
rush off to hide oi show some other visible expression of fear
and surprise, whoreas he, himself, was nover more surprised in
his 1ife, when not & single Indlan even batted an eye, or moved
an ingch. As ho afterwards expressed it, "They all stood like
80 maéy cows chewing their ecud®,

Thig friend who happoned to be as bald as a billiard
ball entered a village whore white people wore seldom, if ever,
"seens He was welcomed and given & hut with mad walls in whieh
to hang his hammock and rest. From the muttering and noises
arowd, he lmew every crack of any size had en eye behind, watohing
his overy movement. He carefully kept hie hot on his head. k
After an hour or so the mutterings died away and he lnew everyboly
had gone to the other huts to compare notes on the sights seoen.

He pulied off his hat now and lay still with his bald head well
displayede After quite o time there was o fraontie vell, "Come
lookl 1oakt!; and every crack was manned again to greatly ineressed
chattering, and expressions of surprisc. ‘

Another friend took some ungophisticated Indians out to
one of the big eltles in South America., They saw trains,
steamors and countless now sights without a siingle expression
being registered. On loaving the train it was only a step to
his house, so giving hié baggoge to his boys they started to walk.

As they turned a corner, & belated eab drawn by o misercble old
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loan horse rattled round at the gallop, in a hurry to secure a
fare. Every boy promptly hissed, "Kenaima", flung down what

he was carrying and tock to his heels in all directions. It took
the united services of the entire police and déteetiva force

of that eity for over a day to collect these men againg they had
erawled up culverts, under houses amil into all kinde of commers
for safetye. Were they frightened, surprised, or both?

When our old chief had reeovered his equanimity we cm?'
tinved on our way back to where we had loft out hammocke and
gupplics. As we went into camp, the Indlans began laughing
about the wholoe episode. They love anything of the ridiculous
nature happening to one of themselves., Some one slips up and
folls down on the ground and everybody goos intc peals of loughter.
At first they were comparing notes as to how oanch had felt as
tho guns mm'fired, but soon thoy were imitating the old ehief's
jump and subsequent actions, leaping in the air like bucks and
fecling thomselves all over to seec where the shot had hit them,
Ench motion, exaggerated as much as possible, neant peal after
peal of laughter from all, tho oMl chief laughing as heartily as
any, and he would raise further laughs by deseribing his mental
reaction. The joke kept everyone in great good humour till we
fell asloep.

Not infrequently, whon one enters an Indian village some
ono, aftor the reserve of meeting strangers hos worn off, will

attach himself to the visitor and imitote his every action as
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far as possible. Such a boy walks Just behind you whewever
you go, carefully putting cach fodt in turn in your tactstaﬁu.
If you serateh (and who doesn't in the bush?) he seratches hime
self; if you yawn or sneeze, he trics to do the same 1f only
in pantomime. He follows as your shadow and beling rude or
hand¥ing out a secolding does little good beyond inereasing the
distance between you. Sometimes this mimiopy of action may end
after a few hours, or it may last a day or two, until his
curlosity 1s satisfied, when you will~prabubiy see him giving
an exaggerated dlsplay of such actions as he thinke ridiculous
or out of the common to such kiddies as are younger than himself.
By hle companions he is regarded as quite o hero. Did he not
beard the lion in his den?, something they dare not attempt
themselves.

~ Imitation is tho sineerest form of flattery I have
been told, but there are limite, and the haobit ean be darned
amoying and embarrcssing, On the present ocecnsion & Waiwail
lout, a clumey overgrown puppy not yet eligible for manhood
rights but beyond the chiidheod astage, had been trailing me
whenever he could get near me. The length of my pace is longer
than the average Indian's and he looked a fool stalking aleng
and losing hie balance ag he stretehed out his shorter pace to
follow my stepse I felt a bath was indicated and my own men
and I went down to a lovely clear poél in the creek o few yards
from our camp. Probably nothing exeltes th. curlosity ond

draws the same close attention as when o white man completely
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undresses amongst Indians who have seen few or none., You won't
gee a single Indian actually watehing you., You look from face
to face but all eyes are avertedy they are busy staring at any=-
thing on earth but you, yet you can feel every eye is on you
except those of the person you are actually looking at for the
moment, and it is a safe bet that each Indian has got a pérfeet
photographic vision of your milky white skin, every eurve of
your body, and every scar and pimple. I have had o boy whose
eyes appeared to be fixed on the South Pole, suddenly stretch
out hies hand and say, "Bess, you've got d tick betweon your
ghotllders" aes he plcked it off. '

My shadow of course must bathe also. When I dived,
he did the samej when I swam, he swam, I had dived dovn and
brought up a handful of gravel to have a look aty the naxt
moment he was deing the same. Then I pieked out a pilcce of
quartz whieh I noticed had a very definite flaw through the
middle. Putting this between my teeth I gave it a pineh when
it readily broke into fragments. My shadow must do the same,
but unfortunately he plcked a mfhér solid pebble, It didn't
break first go, so he put all the foree he had into a good hefty
bite. Something snapped, rather painfully judging by his
expression. Heo spat eut'hin pebble, something suspiciouely
like o broken tooth and a fair quantity of blood. He serambled
ashore, and that was the ond of him., The episode had been

seen by everybody in camp and was rewarded with roars of laughter.
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The Waiwais had now another pantomime to exhibit which they
cortainly did repeantedly and with an exaggerated wealth of
detail, when ﬁe got back to the village. It was nadt myself
for a wonder that this time was the butt of their rniliary, and
my unfortunate shadow instead of being a hero, erept around as
if he wished the earth would swallow him,
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Hogocio = Business.

Back in the village I had a look at the Walwai
calendar corresponding to that sent to invite the Térumns to
pay & vigit, I found only one knot remaining to be untied
(one night more to sleep) and I felt I had better begin deing
somg trade or barter at once, as I was sure the advent of some
140 to 160 Tarumas next day would mean o busy time for the Wai=
wals in reception ceremonies and various duties, which would
leave them little or no time to devote to me and my wants in
that line.

I hod previously drawn o mark in the sand completely
round wmy hammoeck space and my belongings, and ﬁnd igsued orders
that no ono was to eross this line on any account, with the
exception of Kiwinik or his father. This had been faithfully
obgerved by all., I now invited the two chiefs to bring their
utdoln inside thies mark, when I opened up my locked case and
sproad out a few articles of bartér.

'Immediately there was a race by all the men of the
village to place their stoole just outside my mark so as to
get box scats to view the play. The children wera‘ef gourse
well to the front, but had to act as messengers to fathere who
wanted a cigarette, a burning brand from the fire to light up
with, and other requirements. The women goon arrived also,
leaning over husbandg?! shoulders or standing at the back of the

SRS e S
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mens X reckoned this interest augured well for quick business,
and already had in view a number ef.lovaly feather earowns and
quantities of novel ornaments, which I wished to possess. I

had a good ldea of values of these various articles from Saik Tau,
soc I picked out a nice knife, handed it to my;interpreter, also
sitting inside my marks, and sald I wanted a feather ecrown for
it. He, in turn, handed 1t to the ex=chief and began a conversa=
tion, After a tremendously long yarn the chief took the lmife
and spoke at equal length to thoese in front 6f him. It was

more than an hour before I had the satisfaction of seeing a

erown removed from a glossy head and handed to the chief.

I now found I had something to learn in the art, and
eapeeially in the speed of bartering. While the old man was
talking to his men, I took the chance to ask Saik Tau vwhat all
the pow=wow was about. I learned that he had to show off the
advantages of my knife. He had to draw attention to ite sharp
and perfect edge, its glittering surface, the complete freedom
from rust or finger marks on its blade and the absence of
serateches and blemishes on the handle. Truly it was a royal
Imife, such as would be passed only between a chief of the White
Men and the famous Chief of the Woiwais. He told how it was
made far, far away, the many moons of its Journey by sea and
land, and how it had laln in its olly paper in a canister that
had chafed huge blisters on his poor back, as, hungry and dog
tired, he had climbed the mountalins to bring it safely to its

progpective owner.
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All this was child's play by comparison with what I
was now subjected, namely the history of the hat iteelft
These crowns are made of feathors from a number of birds =
powls, toucan, green parprots, macawse, eagles and others. I
was taken on a verbal hunt after each bird s Just who was
at the hunt, how and where it was shot and countless long=
winded details of no earthly importance or interest. The old
chief would run off half a dozen sentences in Waiwail which
sailk Tau would repeat to me in Wapichan, Becr and cigarettes
wore passed round at frequent intervals, but it was a slow,
tirecaome job.

By noon, after some five hours' work, I had success=
fully purchased two crownse By thies hour, the two middlemen
were getting hoarse and every one else was falirly hungry, so
we called a halt. A good menl was served and thon we all
retired to our hammocks for & rost, which gave me time to
reonlise that at our present speed, it would be many moone,
if ever, before I could buy up 8ll theo things in sight that
I fancied. About mid afternoan weo beaém trading again, I
mode o little botter speed by being rude, and telling tho inter<
pretor to eut short his glowing descriptions and to insist
that the old chief reduce his information to o minimum, Even
go, we had done & ridieculously small amount of barter, when
the sinking sun showed it was high time we had a bath, prepara<
tory to the dinner before dark fell on a land, whore the stan<
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dard of artificial 1llumination is the eamp fire, or, om very
groat oceasions, such as co onations or national festivals, a
chunk of dried gum or resin burning on the bottom of a tu:med‘*
over earthenware pot of kindse The old chief even came along
after dark for an howr or twe, te recount some moro hunts and
feather history which he had had to omit previously owing to my
ingistence, and I dropped asleep to the steady drone of their
voices. :

Hoxt morning, the Tarumas began dmpping in and I, for
the time being, boecame & back number, I made a few notes on their
proceedings and learned that aftor' the long coremonial litany
of welecome had becn gone through, they had gradually led up to a
point whore some artlcle of bartor was handed over to the chief,
~either to pay for articles purchased on a previous mecting, or to
secure something for some customer away in the Wapichanna country.
The chief theon dlstribyted these at his leisure as he thought
best, Each head man of the Tarumas had had dealings with heads
of the Waiwais, and trade was more general and spoedier than in
my case. They engaged each othor in trade and did not need an
interpreter. '

When I started this little trick, I found it wouldn't
work however. Tho men would take a lmif ¢ from me, and then go
to the chief with it, when we had to go over all the ground again,
Everything had to pass through the chief whether it was my
article or thelrts in payment., I did manage to speed up matters
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a bit, even through the chief, and also by putting the Tarumans
on to doing business for me.

The Tarumas were principally 1ntefaste& in eassava
groters as the unit of trade, with a few purchases in crowna
and sundries. I was not interested in grators beyond one or
two for orders outside, and the Tarumas had little use for the
ornaments, so just as soon as a Taruma got anything of that
‘nature, eithor as payment of an old debt or a spot cash deal,
I was after i1t, and a couple of moments'! conversation effected
the purchase. The Tarumas were acquainted with the more
speedy methods of barter amongst the Wapiohanna. In this way
I was able to deplete the village almost complotely of all
the best articles made by themselves for dzég;¥2é use, many
of which I had never secn before. %

It might seem almost saerilege to bespoil a simple
poople of nearly all the examples of thelr arts and erafts,
but these weze, however, beautifully made am, after all, were
sub jeet to serious depreciation or eoven' total loss, in daily
usc. In a fow more moons they would be womn out and new ones
made, equally as beautiful or maybe oven more o0, The Waiwai
were gotting in return, goods of much more durable manufacture,
articles of iron and steel, beads, and glass, of which the
tribe stood in such dire needs Thore was no article which
they sold me that caused them any suffering or privation,
and which eould not be reoplaced by a few days' steady work,
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ag thoy generally had stocks of nocessary material always on
hand. I have had a man ask me. to stay over a day or two,
when he would make me a feather erown asg he was in need of
gsome article I had with me,

The go Jority of the Walwai men have one particular
box, woven from palm leaves and long enough to hold tho longest
tail feathers of the various Macaws, In which they store all
the coloured feathers they faney from the birds they shoot from
time to time. This box ie generally bulging, so they ean soon
replace their different feather ornaments when they lose them
either through barter or weor and tear of everyday use. There
is nothing intricate in making most of these, even young lads
con tie a few feathors at the end of a string but in their best
examples, such as the erown, noatness of finish aend workmanship
come into play, as also better taste in arrangement and colour:
schemg. One crown may be a thing of beauty: another so badly
mode ae not to be worth buying, yvet both men will demand exactly
the seme price on the theory that the amount of work in collee~
ting feathere and in the subsequent monufacture is exactly the
200

This prineiple is very general among the trs.béu and
can bp most annoying at times,. especially if you are entering
a tribe who has had practically no,contact with the outside
world and it ie neocessary to win thelr confidence and good
grocess When you bocome better lmown you can diseriminate

somowhat but even then you are liasble to cause discontent
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as they have tho idea of equal work equal payment, vory deeply
ingrained. The best way out iz to find a greater range of
feathers in the good erown or somé other feature to pay a slightly
different price.  Even then there are difficultics however, as
on ong of my visits a notorlously poor workman had made a special
erown in which he had stuck every recognisaa feather and a lot
more but its workmanship was the very poorest. He kept strutting
around with this monstroglity on his head to the aceompaniment
‘of considerable banter and good natural laughter, but eventually
he handed it to my interiareter as being for sale and &emnded
on outside price. X picked it upy began prc?;aing it eky high
and enumerating all the differont feaothers I kmew. I noticed
every Wailwal down to lmee high children had wnostentatiously
formed a ring round us and I scnsed they expected something
unusual somewhere. My unexpected praise was received with
sniggore, but presently I saids "Now, den't any of you tell me
who made this crown as I know it could have only been made by
the = {there was a silence which almost ghrieked) - the "Hail
Monkey". Immediately there were yells of long uproarious
laughter on all sides and further trade had to be abandoned for
the .doye The "Nail Monkey" 1s the élm and smart alie among
animals in aboriginal mythology, hence the amusement. That
erown waé eventually purchased by my interpreter for himegelf and '
he took it tBmpieces at home and managed to make two out of it.
The most intricate part of the feather erown is the
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broad white band of weven hand spun eotton at the base of
the feathorwork but as the prineiple 4is the same in the manu-
facture of all thelr belts, garters and bracelets practically
every person from their earliest teens at least, know some
of tho patterns, although practice, craftmanghip and a sense
of beauty 1s necessary to produce thelr more intricate and
lovelj desgigns. This work is veally crochet work of a kind
done on a number of pleces of wood with/gida'split instead
of a hook, 8livers of the mid-rib of warious palm 1eaéea
will dop but are liable to split completely and wood is pre=
ferred as needles. A number of esrall pencil-stout straight
twige are cut from the br&ngheﬁ of a shrub of known toughness
and about three to four inchos in longth. These ave de=
barked and all tapered at one end to about the sharpness of
an ordinary peneil, (Close to the blunt end or head, a ahnilaw
plece of wood ig scooped out on one side In the shape of a
half U to a depth of about a fourth of the woods At the
lower shoulder of this cut, a split is made downwards in the
wood. This eplit picce of wood rathor resembles a spring -
reod in somo musical instruments and 1e to hold the yarm
geourely when the work ie belng done. Any Walwai ecan make
ong of these neodlén in leses than filve minutes using a hog
tooth seraper ag his only implement.

Thig implement is in daily use among the Walwal
in their handicrafte as a scraper. The& prefer it to o kmife

ag no mistake con be made by ites use. A knife may slip or
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get out of control by lifting some fibres and entering too
deoply, ruins some pleco of woodwork during the more advanced
gtage of manufacture. with this tool thoey can scrape concave,
gonvex, or straight surfocesj it is used to trim off inequnlities
in gratorst to shape and taper tholr bowsy to draw a stralght
1ine up their bamboo flutess to plerce clrcular holes end dozens
of various other odd jobs.

The handle of this toel ig a pilece of wood about eix
inches in length and about en inch diametor and has a tusk of the
wild hog fastened into a groove eut in one or both ends. It
is set solid by'scme of theilr strong gums or resins which may
sot to almost stone hardness and finally seeuwred by a laghing of
eilk grass strings The handle is gonerally painted black with
goomotrical markings in ecolour or a design in eoloufed beade
ény be worked on to it. [Each end is generally decorated with
a yuff of gawdy feathers. HMost of the men possess at least
ono of those tools, and it is surprising how fast o man can
gerape down somg particular picce of work. Theore is no diffi-
gulty 4n its use. A trial sardpe or two lg sufficient for any
white man to find the corroct angle which gives the maximum
posult. I have ofton used thom easily and efficiently and I
gonaidor it far the best tool that has been evo;ved by any tribe.

In making his erochet band the workman takes the corroct
number of free needles in his léft hand held fanwise in a straight
1ine with the hoads projecting abowt his fingers and kept in
position by the thumb and first finger. A ball of cotton
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yarn spun by his wemenfolk is taken: the loose ond of the
yarn secured between the fingers. Then they wind the yarn
er thread in and out, back and front between the neodles and
doubling back at each ond of the row until the o cossnyy
number of loop or stitehes have been made at the back and
front of each needle when the pattern is bagun.' This is
done for the first stiteh by #lipping the thread in bohind
the split reed of the correct needle, where the tension of
the spring holde it tightly. The point ef‘this needle is now
soized and drawn down until the hend. is Just elear of the
loops or stitches ecarrying with it the eotton thread. The
thread is now disengnged and the loop 20 formed loft dangling
frees The needle is now returned from the top to its orig-
inal position inside the loops or stitches until the last of
which is reached. This loop is drepped by pushing behind
the needle and the point is inserted inside tho dangling loop
ingtend. The thread is now drawm tight and the loop now takes
ite place as the first stiteh proper in place of the loop
disearded.

The numbor of needles are seneraily uneven and may
- range from three to such as gives the width of the required
design., The thread 1s generally 3 ply and thavfiner the
epimning tho more lovely the finished artiecle. The prineiple
in working waries little, but a good variety of patterns ean
be maﬂé by altering the rotation of needles pulled down.
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Different tribes, ae also different individunle, have their
own designs and patterns,.

The Walwal make numbers of belts for use round
the walst, arms or 1933, which are woven on two or four
poneil sized pleces of wood. These appear to be foure
glded but with stretching and use scon become circular,
The Waiwai are adepts at plaiting and quite a fow of these
belte are made by this method or a complicated system of
looping. Somp of theso wore made from bark or even bush-
rOPCe One or twe of the 0ld mon wore a fow strings of badly
frayed plaited bark, or merely a flat string of such bark
probably because they had no women to spin the yarn or as a
conecession to the practice of ehildhood's days. Most boys
in their younger yvearsg run around in their bipthday suits
or wore a belt made from bﬁahrope, but these keep stretehing
and are not wvery practieals These bushrope or wooden belts
are lmown and made by most tribes, even the Wapichanna in
savannah country, but their use was generally confined to
coremonianl and state occcasiong.

on my first visit, I found the most difficult
article to purchase was their cotton lap or breech cloth,
carefully woven by themselves from cotton of their own
growing and spimning. This eloth 1z some € to 8 inches
wide and about & ft longes The Waiwais had not progressed
beyond a stone or eclay weight fixed at the bottom of a
epindle in their spinning of thread. The raw cotton is
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held in the loft hand when spinning, the right hand rotating
the spindle up the outside of the right thigh. The spindle
always rotates in a calaiaash resting on the ground, and the
swoep of the hand along the thigh is only a fow inches, in
place of the long sweep up the entire thigh of such as use
spindles welghted at the middle and whose dower end is clear
of the ground., The first single strand thread of the Walwal
is oxseptionally fine, somothing akin te our linen sowing
thread. Throe of those throads spun togother down the leg
form f.he yarn whioh thoy use in weaving cloth.

A wooden frame is now mad.é. and the yarn wound
 backwards and forwards as in hammock making. The nocossary
woof and warp arrangement is fixed, end weaving proper begins.
For the first 6 inches or so at the end, a complicated
ornomental design is woven, after which the general design
ie the common style of under one and over one as the shuttle
iz passed from gide to side. Exceptions are met with when
g half inch border runs parallel to form the selvedge at
both sides. Whon the weaving is eempioted, long faney
dyed tassels are attached at each end, according to the vngxit:y
of tle owner. Oftem, foathers are included in these tassels,
and tufte arranged along the selvedge ne ornoments.
goloured beoads and seods of various kinds are also used.
Finally the whole affair is well stalned with rod pigment,
although it is pretty red already through contact with the
painted am# and body of tho weavers A good lap should
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hang behind to k;uee lovels It passes over some asort of a
bolt round the waist through between the legs and up in front
to pase over tho belt again to hang over. This hang over
muigt be sufficiently long to allow the eloth to be doubled up
Just above the knee, and the ext‘.rﬁthe end must just meet the
waist belt, irith the short faneily woven diagrom ghowing in
front. The tassels are drawn through the belt to keep the

lap in position and to hang down conspieuously in front,

Most young Walwal dandics are as finleky in adjusting their lap
ag the modern young woman with a new froek,

Practiecally cvery Waiwal hoadman possessed two such
lape; o now one for ceremonial and festival dress, tho other
without tagsel or ornament worn constantly when at work or out
en a hwnte Ko one was propored to sell a lap however at any
price. I had earried up 2 number of yvards of Turkey red
‘eloth, which I Mmev was oxtremely popular with all the tribes,
but this made no appeal to them, as they had never seen it
before, except a lap or two of it worn by the Tarumas, and
thoy deecided it wos vastly inferior to thelr own eleth, which
actually was true.

Eiwinik, although the actunl business was being done
through his fathor, had taken a great interest and had beon
a groat help in the bartering. Ho had taken a great liking
to me and my slightest requost was law with him, After somo
discussion with his fathor, he, one day, offored me his own
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personal lap on condition that I allowed him to wear it until
guch timg ns I was roturning. The payment he loft to my own
diseretion. This lap ﬁna 2 beauty, practieally new and one
of the finest I had seen, s¢ I was dolighted. In payment I
gave him enough Turkey red cloth to make half a dozen laps, &
brand new axe and gome other trifles, am umheard of high price
for any one artiele, and I think we weore mutually pleased over
the deal.

After scveral days, Kiwinlk began to take 8 hand in
the bartering as his father eould not éope with my demands,
and those of the Tarumos at one and tho same time. Trade
gpeoded up now and in one day Kiwinik =0ld me practically evory
oynament he possessed. In this way he become tho wealthlest
man in the history of his tribe, and the envy of all the others;
He wag robbed of his magnificent appearance for the moment, bug‘
ag for that matter, so wore most of hie fellawars. This loss
was far from permanent, however, fér two years later, when I
gave the correet "Is your skin thare?” tribal salutation as I
itraae'acrens the eclearing on my next visit, Kiwinik stepped
on the sounding board in welecome just as much a Bird of Paradise
ng I had ever scen him, ; :

adnsiﬂerable anxiety had been caused to the two chiefs
through the mon=appearance of the villagers we had visited.
Messengers had twice been sent across, but returnod to rePOft
thoy had found tho village completely deserted, ner wore there
any signs of traecks made on the place since we had left.
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Several nishts later, Saik Tau woke me in great execitement,
ae Kiwinik had been called out by the signal of a bird and was
now talking to one of these runaways. Eoch day, one or two
poople drifted in from the rival village excopt the self made
chief, who probably was shy in showing up and admitting alle~
giance to Kiwinik as hereditary chicftain. As these peodle
came in, I made a point of dolng some trade with them through
Kiwinik, using this as the means of forgetting o0ld secores and
fostering a new friendship. When I left, about a fortnight
later, the division in the tribe had been completely eclosed,
although up to the morning of my departure, the now deposed
ehief hoad not appecared in camps

In subsequent visits the procedure of barter became
much easicr. I was permitted to do this with ecach member
of the tribe and on my last visit, after both Kiwinik and his
fathor had gone to their last long home and Yufuno reigned in
their stead, ench man conducted his own trade Just as he liked
and the chief took neither part nor interest in the negoecio.

I know then, and still think this was wrong, but what
eould I do? T would arrive with a few orders for the little
they had to sedl, and I could not stay on indefinitely, doing
business at the rate of four artieles per day. Ky time was
of some value, and it would be long cnough at the best before
my eorial floated out to eivilization, so hurry I must. I
knew I was talking control from the Chief, and spreading inde=

pendeonce amongst his tribe, perhaps laying the seods of probable
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trouble, and at least loosening the bonds of authority amongst
a primltive poople s0 fow in numbers that only complote co=
oporation will keep them in existence.



The hunting doge of the Walwal are almost always male s,
fine upstanding animals of around eighteen inches at the shoulder.
As & rule they are black in colour with white paws and markings,
but they afa invariably foxy red with anatto as often as not
rubbed on to -ensure good luck and suecess in the chase. Most
everything in a Waiwai village 1s a deelded red, from the human
form to all they possess. Many of those dogs whon unleashed
for o scamper in the forest have to be pieked up with one arm
pround the dogls waist and its body resting across the master or
mistress's hip to be carried outside to the edge of the clearing
before being let loose on its own. This is to prevent fighting
as some were so savage they would have pounced on song neighbour
along the shelf, Oon his return, in a better mood, the dog would
dash into the house and jump to his proper place quite peacefully,
to be promptly &eéured again by his owner. Carried in this
manner 2ll dogs get smeared with red from their owner's body.

It is a general rule in the Waiwal téibe « ag in fact
in most tribes =« that every huﬁting dog that is worth his salt
must have his wife, and consequently there wore plenty of femnles
around either as seclected brecdors or nondeseripts., Those
apcelal fomales were carefully kept apart from the malessy tied up
4n a different part of the house, and fed, and tonded by the women.

Noarly every married woman owned at least one such biteh, which
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went everywhere with her, out to the field, or the morning and
evening bath, These picked females were every bit as good and

as kecn hunters as the males, not infrequently putting up game
along the road to the field which they would bring to buy, or
force into a hole for shelter, until the women arrived to dezpateh
them with some weapon = club, cutlass or spoar.

During onc of my visits the womon met a large hord of
wild hogs near their field and on the "View Halloo" coming
faintly thraugh_the foreet from a mile away, thé men geized thelr
bows and arrows to race to the chase, but not o« single male dog
wag unleashed. We found twe hogs run to earth in hollow trecs
and had barracaded in with pieces of dead timbor. The women
were melodiously yodelling for help ag thoy had no eutlosses to
make tho necessary trapg in whieh to secure tha. Every dog was
however away chasing the rest of the herd of hogs and the fleotest
footed men raced along the spoor, but the hogs wore racing in a
gtraight line down the valley for safety and ecould not be céertaken.
After bagging the two imprisoned hogs our pnéty returned home, but
it was not till some hours later, that the last of the bitehes
out aftor the hogs got home,

In this way some of these females acquire 2 reputation
as a good hunter equal to that of tho malesz and generally those
with the highost reputations were permitted to mate and breed.
Ingide the tribe the pupples would be given to ncighbours or rela-
tions, but they were averse to parting with them to atrangers.
Whenever I visfted the tribe I was accompaniod by several members
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of different tribes, but only on onc occasion did one of my
party cosure a pup and that was not from the best hunting strain,
One peculiay feature was noticed among the Vaiwai that
I never met in any other tribe. Certain of the young malds
would have a pot doé which wag invariably a castrated malee.
THese doge were never put on the leash as they were perfectly
harmiess and followed thelr young mistresses overywhere. These
dogs were useless as hunters as is generally the case when,un=
soxed, and were as a rule repulelvely fat, but would toddle,
puffing and panting, away to the fleld, the bath or the forest,
or just around the elearing, very mueh like Mary's pet lamb in
he Nursery Bhyme. Yot I never saw these girls fondle or pet
higge @ a. There was generalxy one guch dog in each village
and at ene place there were twoia I never was able to get a
satisfactory explanation of thi¢ieustom, oxcept in the case of
one, where, aceording to my intérpreter, a girl hod adopted o
puppy about the poriod when sheientered womanhood and had it
altered rather than see 1t enteﬁ the liste as a hunting dog.
The women of all tribes adore hélgleaa little puppies, which seem
to appeal to their sense of motherhood, but as it grows older
and more indopendent the woman's fﬁterest in her pet fades and
disappears conpletely. Froi beiﬂé Somebodyte Darling and fed
like a fighting eovek, the poor doé wanders round the village
omnorless and wnfed and of no use'as a hunter, but it is quite
possible that the omplanation of ﬁhe Waiwal custom has some
foundation.
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The Waiwai periodically purchase a dog with a good repu=
tation ag a hunter from someo haighbaur&ng tribe and thus uneon=«
seioualy prevent deterioration in their own dogs. They pre=
forred to get these from the Bone or Shelew Tribes, a long way to
the South, whilo most of their sales go cithor North or Weets £FAST
A tribe isolated in the forest will rarely mﬁko contact more than
once a year with some other tribe and tho numbor of both pur-
chases and sales must be very fow. The Waiwail tribc are an
amieable amalgamation of two tribes = the Walwai and Pariluta =
in much the same way as the Atarods and Wapichanna, but I could
nover determine which wae the predominant or more numerous.

Mot villages weore composed of members of both <« Kiwinik elaimed
to be Parilutay Yufona claimed to be Waiwai., The language,
culture and customs seem the same in both seetlions,

Three main trails emanated from Waiwal territorys that
from the North over which I made my visitsy that down the valley
of the Mapura Wau, conngcting thelr various villages end that due
South to comtact the Bone and Shelow tribes Thore was, éf course,
the river also on vahich they kept a few indifforent corials, down
whieh they could viegit thelr own v}llagaa, but thesc wero generally
o long way from the river; an overland journey of some hours to
morc then a day, eo the overland route was proferred. - The rivor
wag tho only possible route however to the Mapidien tribe, who
in tuwn had connections thrcﬁgh on to the Trombitas and on behind

the Guianas for an wunlmown digtaree, since thore were branch

roods connoeting most of the rivers much farther East. The
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river was algo used to connect various Waiwai villages located
on the North bYank of the Mapura = a distance of a hundred
miles or sgo and one of which I visited. I also visited the
Mapidion people and some half dozen tribes on the branches
ef the higher Trombitas but I nemer got through to the Shelows
or Bonos. I had hoped to see these latter although Kiwinik
wae ofrald of them but something always arose to prevent me.
I imagine the small trade done with these last two tribes
wae through some intermediary such as was cbmmon between most
tribes at the beginning of the present century.

These surrounding tribes, as far as I had seen,
had wvery little of foreign manufacture. Their arts and
erafts were poor, thelr culture low and dlstances between the
various tribes enormous with their limited means of movement
and trangport. A Jjourney through a couple of hunércd miles
earrying a seventy or eighty pound bundle of graters is no
Joko and undertaken only when necessity or the devil drives.
I once visited a Diau wvillage whoere they only had a few
well worn articles of iron (all carrying Fronch names os
the country of origin) and a few of theo woman'had gome beads.
It was a mystory how they kept up their culture, which was
comparatively high in feabheﬂyark and decorations. After
getting better acquainted, the Chief c¢limbed up into the
dim, smoky apex of the communal housg to bring down a con®
siderable parcels He wnwound half a dozen layers of palm

leaf covering to expose to my great suwrprise some two dozen
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cheap §" x 8" mirrors of French manufacture which must have
come hundreds of miles through the forests from Prénch Guiana.
They could net have been originally worth more than a sixpence
apicce, yet each mirror represented one dog to be purchased from
the Waiwal tribe somehow some day, That wag why they were so
carefully wrapped up and stowed away, but he had not the faintest
idea as to how and whon he would ovor be able to do the necessary
trade.

This goes to show the range of the reputation of the
Waiwai hunting doge. They weore definitely a fine breed and
more earefully looked after and tended than is usual, which
mepant inercased stamina and staying power in the chase, but I
owmed one or two of thesc dogs and found them rather disappointing.
Of course I took them from the forest and brought them to
.savannah country where the gome and conditions of hunting are
completely different. They were probably all right in thelr
own country which, from its topegraphical features = a long
tapering valley between two ranges of high mountains « carried
an undulffggoyartian of gume. Dog or ne dog, the Waiwalsg
were nover long away hunting bofore they returned with a good
bag of game even with their primitive arms, Itve bgen 15
thelr villages for a weok or ten days accompanied by as many
as a hundred and fifty strangers which ig a big strain on any
eatablishment which is hundreds of miles from a shop or eon«
contrated source of supply. Yet we never missed a mgal and
gonorally there would be a gquantity of meatl(but no fish) on
the barbecue.
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Only once did I eateh the Waiwai out of step reguording
food, and that was because everyone was congrossed with the
buginess of barter when it was digcovored about mid-afternoon
that we were all hungry after our trading and there waén't o
bite in tho villages We all turned out to hunt and inside
an hour I was back with sufficient game which I had shot
myself for the full requircments of my little party. I have
beon ravenous with hunger both in coming to and going from
the Walwal eountry, but was always well supﬁlieﬁ with meat
once I gainéd the valley of the Hapura. Maybe this asecounted
to some extent to the fame of the Walwal hunting dogs as
much as thelr real prowess.

It was over onc of these eonfounded doge (and a
lody one at that) that I met my Waterloo in barter. On
the morning after ﬁy arrival on one of my subscquent visits
I was gitting with the old ex=chief intoning the morning
litany in the growing daewn when a lovely lady dog rushed up
from the forest and slumped down at the old mants feet. This
woasg most wnusuel and equally 80, tho fact that she nelither .
bared her toeth nor growled ot me although I wos almost
touching her. I am fond of dogsj speak a mutunl language
with most of the specless so I spoke to hor and finally lganed
across to serateh her behind an ear at which she showed no
rosentnent . This performance was performed later in the

day and ovening and we were bedoming more and more metey until
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finally onec day she rolled over on her side to rest her head
on my bére foot and I deecided to buy her. She was & Very
unugual colours o light choqolate with white lingerie and
body markings. She wae, I learned, a topping huntor and the
particular pet of the old Chief. I never saw him caress or
oven toueh the dog, but somchow she seomed heppieat in his com=
pany, if only lying auletly en the fliopr by his feot = an associa-
tien rarely over scen in any tribe.

Whon I told Saik Tau my intention, I fancled he gave
me rother a peculiar look but what I sald generally went without
arguriont . When.hc conveyed my wigh to the old boy, the ecollec=
tive tribe, squatting on its heols to wateh the cinemm, nearly
fell over backwérda in sheer surprises At no time in history
hed any one offered to buy a lady dog: it simply wasn't done.
I sould buy o whole ghelfful of male dogs but =========. I
ingigstod howover, and my interpreter and the old man went into
the usuel huddle that prrsaged o dog deal and remained so all
daye I hod already beon some days in the villages and by this
time the entire tribe wore nudists, 80 to speunk, pp-S every
foanthor and ornament they posscssocd was being packed for trans<
port over tho mountains te my corial, but twenty-four hours
intor the purchase of tho dog was reported as "hot half com=
plete™s I eimply had to go but persusded Kiwinik and his
father to nccompany us to owr landing in the hope of finishing
negotiations, To facilitate the trade we did the jourmey in

Severaonge L
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half stages and the dog fanclersg talked incessantly whencver
we halted and-far inte the night at our various eamps.,

Ohl Yestl the Chief was most willing to gell his
dog, but Saik Tau had to bo econductod on a personal touwr over
the country in a minute deseription of all the incidente in
conngetion with every enimal tho dog had ever chased or helped
to kill since puppy-hood. I was boginmning to sense the old
Chief dian't want to part with his dog at all as I'4 seen
half a dogen wmale dogs sold with o tentﬁ or.th@ fuss ond pal«
aver around this one. Tho Chief was mogt anxious to pogsess
& brand new axe (the eustomary pr1ee and that now demanded)
and the lovely machette I also offoered whilo his wife was
dying to own a nirror and some half doszen strings of gaudy
beads which I had added in the hope of olling up the cunmbrous
revolutiong of custom but for once thore secmed no method of
short circuiting age-long procedures.  If ho didn't went to
part with his dog the old man sould have asked sono exorbi-
tant (to him) price which I would probably have paid or he
could exhaust my patlence in long drawn out negotistions sueh
as were doubtloss the custom when he was a young man, I gave
them a final oighteen hours at the landing to conclude the
deal with a fair warning that I would sail at noon the next
day and which I did minus ny dog. :

The memory of my last glimpse of the venerablo
ex=chlef and his beautiful dog as theoy stood side by side
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on the river bank and watched us slowly disappenr, stillﬂremaina
with me. i was never to sgec elther of them again, On my next
vigit I learned that my dog had rum into a large herd of wild
hog on thelr return within a mile or so of their own village and
that a lightning swipe of the enormous tushes of an old boayr
had complotely disembowelled her, Within the Vear the old man
took 1il and passed over Lo those happy hunting groundsg of whieh
thoy drean. His comuunal house = a very fine specimen = had been_
abandoned and a new one = several miles awey = was being orected.
It may sound rathor callous packing up my trade goods
and carrying them bqek with mo. I had plenty more at home and
hore smongst the Waiwal their dietribution would have onormougly
increaaaa the amonities of 1life and been of great asslatanee_in
their primitive methods of agriculture. Tho got=rich-quick
methods or the bargain hwting idea of the white man 1s Just as
demoralising to hls brown skinned brother of the forest. What
we or they get for nothing is noithor treasured nor valued, so
I had long ago deecided to pay gpot eash (&r barter) for whatever
I wanted or for services rendered and definitely refused to Open
& crodlt account with any Indian asg far afield as the Taruma or
Waiwai, - It was a Lifty=fifty chance that I might not return
and equal chances that if I did I might not find them or my pay-
mont wouldn't be readye I invariably paid better prices than
the intor-tribal ratcs and wos probably lLooked on as a bit of
a "goftic", but I had no intention of augmenting their own system
of long deforred payment. They wore porfectly honest, but the
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sense of obligation or distant responsibility fades rapidly with
all of us unless the memory is frequently = and maybe a trifle
rudely = called to order. A good deal of harm ean be done to
primitive peoples by the promigeuouve giving of presente or the
paynient of faney prices. Wo put it d@ﬁn to kindness of heart

or philanthwropy whereas it ig just as often expression of our

own personal vanity. I found, in more than twenty years of
trading with and the omployment of hundreds of Indlane, that faip
and prompt dealings to the last cent was approciated by all,

It is Aifficult to hold the sole entrec to any tribe for long and
compotition would appear on more "goneroulitorms, to draw the
cuatcm‘ar evoryune for a time, but a reckoning had to be called
someday, generally with rather painful feelings to both parties.
After hoving left the district for some seven yeanrs I returned 39
find every one most emphatie on the question of the tribes!
detovioration, laziness and raseality, but I found no 4iffileculty
in eommanding thelr obedienee and hard hongst service for six

months on my old terms of employment,
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Nothing to do

The Taruwnas began to triekle In on the very morning
arrahged by the Weiwals so long before. The first to arrive
were old Bushdeer, the chlef, and one of hls head men with their
reapoetive families. Thé men and boys each carried;anly arms
(bows and arrows), and & small basket elung from cne shoulder.
The women were bowed down under thelr loadse They had large
baskots on their backs, in which were packed the whole worldly
possossions of that family = pots, pans, articles of barter, and
overything they would over ﬁeod for personal or domestic use.
Fostooned around thelr bodies were eupty water gourds, baskets
of cotton, barke, and leaves of trecs picked up in the forests
for the manufacture of somg useful article when idle during their
vigite.

Porched on top of this lond, as often as not, was a
teddling child, too young for much walking or travel, its legs
on elthor side of its steedt!s noek, 1lts hands burrowed in the
hair of tho head. Ono wouwan led a dog, whose pups, struggling
and whining, reposed in s bosket on top of her load. Nearly
overy woman had a baby slung in front of her also, its hoad on a
level with the fount of nourishment, from which it helped fitself
at will,

The babies wore carricd in a sling hung round the shoulder.
This sling, made of bark, iz elipped over the head with one arm
through before the loads are pleked up. The baskets and load
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are then adjusted, the baby picked up from the ground by one am;
and then seated facing thoe mother in the sling,.

Those baby slings amongst the Wapichanna and Macussi are
woven from eotton into an endlese belt of numerous intricafa'
designs, Acetnally, they arec made of one long wunbroken strand of
yarn, and are plaited rather then woven, They are mﬁde long
enough to go over the head and one arm, to recach down whon weighted
to about the middle of the abdomen, This b&lt is about one foot
wide, but is so loosoly plalted that any part eéﬁ cagily be stretched
to almoet double thot wiath. In this woy it can be made to f£it
and acecommodate any slze of child, and I have secn a tiny baby
of only some weeks old or o tired toddler of three yoars carried
guito easily. The ehlld 1s placed facing the mother, well
up on one shouldors the belt is stretehed between the twe hands,
and the child now allowed to slide down until the buttocks rest
in the stretched part, with ite feot lylng inslde snd down the
motherts abdomen,

Helther the Taruma nor Walwal have boon adle to evolve or
imitate this artielo, which 1s one of tho most intrlcate and
diffisult of the Indian arts and erafts., They use tho bark of
gsome tree, that in goneral use being that of the Brazil Nut tree
of conmioreo. A aomewﬁ%t young trae is selected, as its bark is
thinner and more oasily handled. A strip of not more than one
foot wido and sevon or elight foot long is tom from tho troc.

The bark is woll pounded with a club, and repeatedly washed in
water, then drled in the sun wntil a soft fibrous net is obtained,
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when the whole 1s adjusted to the size of the wearer and the
two ends sewm with atring made from silk grass. The sides
are trimmed, and it is voady for use., The barlk baby ecarrier
wlll not yield in any way and must be much more uncomfortable
thon the eotton variety.

The bark of the quzil nut tree enters qulte a lot into
i‘,he domestle cooncmy of the Waiwails, In practieally all tribes,
when n young glrl arrives at definite symptoms of puberty shé
must not wear ony of hor usual ornaments and coverings. For
a‘ﬁ leoast for ong month she must not be seen by any maie mombor
of the tribes Generally, a thatchod corner is prepared for
her, elthor In the home 1ltself or in a tiny hut crected outside.
8he rotires to this in complote seclusiong special food esan m:.j
be egaten and hor wonteg attended to by some old lady of the
villago. She may sneak out in the day to relicve nature if ne
male is arowd, but generally has to wall till after darik,
wihen she may be 'seon ergoning off into the forest., There are
certaln coremonics and rites porformed by the older women but
thesze are not Jnowm to the men, and remain a secrets At the
end of a month the glrl may be seen, but not too openly, and
ghg may have to romain in \camplpte or partial seeclusion up to
three t.nontha s 8ccording to the rules of the- tribe, and more
particularly her own family, Onee those rules of etiqnattd
ape over, she dens hor customary beads and dross to take her
plage in the famlly and tribal ecircles. As ofton as noﬁ s the
haos been asked in marriage either while an infent or during
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her scelusien, end I have known these girls go straight from
the seclusion of budding womanhood to the marital bed, to be
o mother within the year.
Anongst the Waplchamna the dreses wom during the period
of seelusion is made of ecotton. The customary dress of
bonde ’:szégggfxgﬁ wovon in geometrie figures with various
coloured beoads, ls lald aside, ond a substltule ies used;~
which iz morely z string belt, to which for some
6 to 7 inchoes in front, are attaclicd a numbor of stoutish cotton
ofrds about 6 inches long, which hang down in front, and often
Just baroly cover the lower abdomen. Round hor nock, she must
wear cerbain charms, some to glvo hor ease in childbirth, othors
to onsurg productivity, succoese in keeping her husband, or some
othor point in hor future soxual 1ife. Those charms are bulbs,
plecos of roots and wood, or cortaln parts of animals, E?ery
thing she wears must be deeply dved with.Anétte secd Juicoy
and she herself must be smeared with it from head to foct. Ald
vtensile used by her must also bo dyed. When hor poriod of
seelusion is over, cverything she hag womn or used must elther
be buried, burned, or destroyed in some other waye
The rules of any tribe do not appear to be rigid, and
the period and proccdure of seclusion may vary considerably
evon in the some village. Among the Wapighonna wmost girls
have the halr of the head creopped close, yet othors may be allowed
to keep 1t intoct. One fomlly insists 6n one monthtg seclueion,

snothor two, and othors thpeo menths. These varlous poricds
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of 1life all have speeial names applied to them, As the ehilgte
breasts form up, she is referred to as "the one who is to give
milk", Most girls of that age have ﬁeen little geen, as they
are of less use than the boys and have had no name given them,
and at once this word beecomes her name to be openly referred to
or called by and for, if required. The moment symptoms of pubcrty
arrive she is Mnown as "the one who sheds blood", to be changed to
the past tonse after the end of the month. When shé takes her
proper place in socioty again, she is given another name, "She
who is a very young maid®, If she marries right away, she losos
all identity and becomes So and So's wife, and later on So and
So's mother, when hor boy grows old enough to be awarded a name.
If, however, she remains single, then as she develops bettor
physical proportions, sho is ealled "The Maid". It is only
in execeptional cases, when great personality is developeq, that
she gets a name of her own, and generally as "The Maid" grows
older she becomes So and So's sister or aunt, or some other
relative.

fhe Waiwai girls use the bark of the Brazil nut during
the period of seclusion at puberty; and as far as I could learn,
the methods and procecdings, are very similar. I glimpsed one
ancé whon on o visit to the tribe. Curiosity I supposc made her
forget the awful pelalties or danger of being secon and she stepped
elear of heor segregation mat in tho eorner of a house, but she
fled like a wild animal as she caught my oyes. She wore a
lap of bark, had her hair cut, and had her thighs‘emeared with mud.
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The bark is beaten and eut to the required shape of a lap,
Juet ag inmthe case of the baby carrier. At one time the Waiwai
young man also wore a berk lap during initiation manhood cere=
monies, and the old chief epoke to me in favour of all men wearing
thig form of lap now and again, although I never learned the
reoagson whye. I have seen one or two of these bark laps in actual
use on the Trombetas river muech further East, amongst a tribe
who had a very much lower culture than the Walwais, and little
or no communication with other tribes.

All the Waiwal men have largo, woven, palm=leaf vanity
boxes, in which to carry theolr multitudinous erowns and feather
ornaments, many of which would otherwise get crushed, espeecially
when for any reason they were on the trek. The women are much
more sodately dressed than the men, They are hung around with
a profusion of beads whon obtainable, and various sceds of trees.
They do affect a fow feathers at festivals, but they have nothing
erughable, and their vanlty box is a bag made from bark of the
Bragil but trees A fow men also I have seen with such bags
for storing things they may seldom use, or these leaé proficient
in the arts and erafts of the tribe.

In making a bag of this bark, a young trec of some 6 inches
dismoter ies folled and junked inte 6 £t lengths. The bark is
carefully beaten all round with the heel of an axe or a wooden
club until quite frec from the wood, then it is slipped off.

It is then pounded, and washed, and repounded until the right
texture is obtained. It now forms a thin fibrous mat in the

gshape of a tube, somewhat roserbling a very coarse, careolessly
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woven boge One end of thig tube is now doubled over with
the outside turned over on itself and is drawn down till the
two ondes moect. The required length is deelded on, generally
18" to 2', when it is cut and the ends tightly and permanently
tied. A string is run round the double at the other ond, which
ig the mouth of the bag. By pulling this string, the mouth

can be closed when required. The bag is thus a eylinder %@ﬁsﬁf
aAee

of bark doubled over itself, one end closed permanently, = z;kaL

the doubled ond fitted with a draw string. The eambium &%ﬂulﬂ

rung up the inside, oﬁer the drawstring and down the e
ocutszide. hhm“491@;%7f
The Tarumas did not arrive en masse but kept dribbling
in, cach party a few hours before the next, and it was close
on 48 hours before they were all assembled. Naturally, each
party was drpaéed in sunday bestl Thoy were all well painted,
and sported a fow foather crowng of a rathor ragged character.
A good ﬁﬁny wore the feather bandeau that 1s the Taruma favourite,
and probably their national headwear. The poor women, laden
to almost invieibility, were too anxious teo got to their appointed
places In the gueost house, to bother much about ornaments or
decorations, for the Indlan woman is only the beast of burden,
and the slave of some male, alwayes to be on hand to satisfy
his various appetites!
The Tarumas ecrtainly looked tame and drab in comparison
with the Wailwail men, who ware every inch of paint their bodies

had room for, and who had pressed cvery feather and ornament
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they possessed into service. My men and I became quite a
secondary considoration for the time being. We swung idly
in our hammocks, busy watehing the show, and myself keeping
up a rapid fire of questions at my interpreter ae to the why
and wherefore of everything.

Here I had a splendid chanece to note the meoting of two
tribes on their own ground and in thoir own manner. The
general procedure was the samg, but the Reception Litany was
very much longer. The two old chioefs talked solidly for about
two hours and then I guecse atcpped‘only beeause they wore
guffering from scute laryngitis, A few hours! rest and again
they met, the Waiwal chilef giving the peeuliar flirt 1n‘tﬁe
dircetion of Kushar to attract hies attention, to hold another.
sesgion. The other men had all palred off and everywhere,
during the next two days, you éauld gec two men, sitting or
heel=squatting (eince thore were not enough stools to go
around ), engaged in serious conversation. The younger men
however, cut the tale much shortor; prcbabiy their axperiences
ﬁere more limited or their imagination less vivid, and the tweo
old chiefe were casily the Marathon Champions. | :

Food was soon served in quantity, and native beer was
going round in even greater quantity. It was then that I
saw the Waiwail Ceremonial Drinking Cups for the first time.
Aetunlly these werc large bowles of about a two quart eapacity,
and never left the hands of Kiwinik,

The Weiwais are good pottery makers, both in quality,
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gslze and variation of form. Their drinking bowls are made
very thinly, about the thickness of ordinary dinner plates of
speclally scelected clay. They are burned in fires made from
special woods. Only eertain woods give the requisite heat
to ensure successful, uneracked bowls, While still hot, they
are quenched out with eitheéfgaasuva julce or some other selected
fluide They are then earefully painted red, both inside and
oute. 80 far, this has beon work done exclusively by the women,
but now they are handed to the men far decoration. This is 3
done in the form of lines and dots in cirecles close to the rim
and bottom of the bowls. Right round the centre, between those
linge are now drawn.or painted a number of figures of animals
and men. The pigment used is invariably blaek, and the favourite
animals are the jaguar, monkey, dog, or deer. Figures of
frogs are also much in uao,.nnd occoeionally a few birds.
Othor bowle may be painted with only geometrical figures, of
which they lknow many forms, some of most intricate dedigns.

While piloting a scientific expedition through the
Wailwal country, one Indian was greatly intrigued with the note=
books and peneils in usc. On being asked if he could write,
he said he thought he could, and was handed tho moterlals to
try with. He was a pure Walwal of some 20 years of age. He
had not beon beyond the boundaries of his tribe, nor hné he
ever soon whiteo men previous fo this occasgion. You may Judge
our surprise, when he began drawing figures of animals which

we could clearly recognisce It wae done slowly and very
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awlkwardly, but the lines were good and beold, and carried the
idea théy were megant to represent. At firet he only drew
geometrical figures in imitation of those placed before him,
but in a few hours he had progressed suffieiontly to berable to
skoteh numbers of very complieated patterns, elther evolved from
his own mind, or in use in his pertieular village quite o long
distance away. True enough, his best work resembled the drawing
of a boy at sbhool after some pracbife and tuition, but certainly
marvellous for a savage of the forest, who uﬁtil a fow hours
ago had neithor seen paper nor pencil, We left his village
with quite half a dozen treasured pages of his ability with the
peneil,

The drinking bowlg are shaped somewhat like Ggf;? with
a flat bottom to rest on when placed on the grgundvor their
owvn shelf, Only the outsides are decorantod, the inside and
bottom being left a plain red. When the decoration is c ompleted,
a quantity of gum (gencrally that of seme wvariety of Loecust tree)
ie placed in another pot and rendered fluid by heat. This gum
ie now spread evenly and thinly over the entire bowl, outside,
inside and base, ofter which it is set aside to dry. The bowl
now has a highly glazed appearancej the gum being quite tfans;
parent and every figure casily seen. When dry it is ready for
LET

Those bowls are very fragile, however, even picking one

up a little carclesely may mean the picce coming away in the
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fingers. I have bought them ropentedly only to have them
broken to bits on the journey out. The corricr might slip and
fall on the mountains, he might bump into something or oven sot
them down a littie carelessly, and very fow have ever roached the
outgide world intact. .

These bowles are generally kept pocked away on a shelf
wheon not in actunl usc. When required, the Chief picka one
up carefully in both hands. He then approaches the large pots
of beer aceompanied by his beer-brewing or faveurite wife, who
carefully £ills his bowl with the help of a gourd or ealabash
bowl. The Chief walks over to the guest house and approaches
in turn ench of hie gucsts, beginning with the vigiting chief.
The bowl is held out and such guest is invited to have a drink,
'The guost cannot refuse without giving offence but must take
a gip at loast, or a good quart if he is so inclined. Ho 1s not
supposed to touch the bowl, except just to tip it over a little
1f the beer is not quite up to drinking level. At first the
kiquid has to bo drunk with the mouth wholly inside the bowl,
but as the beer level is lowered, the under=~lip is prossed agninst
the outside of tho bowl which the guest tilts till the beer runs
into his mouth. Oon no account does the Chief relinguish his
bowl, and when it ies empty, he returns to the beer pots to have
it veplenished, when he serves those who have not yet had a
drink. I have seen the second man of the village serving beer
in the bowlg, but generally it was the chief himéelfm and
Kiwinik had practically a whole=-time job serving drinks,
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Their beor pots can be, and often are of huge size
and various shapes. I have scen one of wrn shape quite three
or four feet high and a full yard in diameter; others again nré
low cireular affalrs of sbout a foot in hoight Ci somewha t
like a modern balloon motor tyre. Each variety hag a mouth
somg 8 = 10 inches wide for ingerting the necessary ingredients
or for withdrawing beer when browed. These beer pots are of ten
decorated like the drinking bowls, A wery ornate one of peeu~
liar form and size was a real beauty and wés purchased to be
sent out to a certaln museunm. It was quite gix feot in diameter
and only about one foot high, I arranged far one ecarrier at
gpeecial wages to carry this pot out carefully to my main staot ion.
Everything wont according to sehedule over some hundreds of
milcs of country, but as the carricr left the corial on the last
80 mile stage of his Jjouwrncy, he slipped in going up the river

bank, and the pot was in one thousand and one small pleces.
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Ceremony,

Amongst the more unsophisticated children of the foreat,
thore are fow a@rbmcnios in which strangers share, or play a part.
Ag contact with e#vilization inercased, ceremony inecreoased, the
firast being the h#ndshako, which ecan be earried to annoying pro=-
portions when every one you meet, even after only a feow hours?
abgence, wants to;do it over again = from the grey haired grand=
father right down}the line to the baby in the customary earrier
over the shoulder;

Further sophistication brings "Good mornin", or maybe
"Good night", end it lsntt a far ery to the time when you hear
of the tourist boiné\bloodcd and admitted to the membership of
the tribes. This is generally donc by a minute puncture or cut
on a finger, Just suéfipient to draw blood. The Indian does the
samg and the two fiqéerﬂ must mect, 0 that the blood can mingle.
A hot "hell=fire". p&pper socd, carefully concoaled beneath the
Indiantsg fingarfﬁa#i, gives a sting to the oporation, which adds
conziderably tq'th% mental assurance of the tourist that there is
"gomething" in the rite after all.

I have been very friendly with various tribes who would
gladly have done everything possible to havg me take up residence
amongst them. Their rcasons were that in this way they could geot
work or at least have a supply of barter on tap whenever they had
something to se&i? but amonget the various inducements or biibes
offered, I have never been offered initiation into any tribe.

It simply is not d@ne, oven amongst themselves.



No «ss 281

A member of an outside tribe ecan enter another, generally
by way of marringe, as in the casze of my Taruma interpreter ~5§aik
Tau = who entered the Wapichanna tribe. Bven then he was only
allowed to reside in the outlyling districts of the triﬁe for
Jears, and 1t was only after he came into my rcgulnr employment
that he wasg able to build a house in one of the principal
villagea, and mingle frecly with overybody.

On the other hand, if a male member of any tribe marries
a ﬁomun from outside, he can take hor~straight to his own village.
- She is given only a partial freodom and weleome, largely due to
her dgnorancc of hor husband's language. In numerous éases of
this kind, I have found a decided reserve towards the stranger
_wifa exhiblted by the women of the village, which it would take
years to romove. Often the woman frets under thisy she grows
homesick and not infrequently she returns after a few years to
her own tribe again, It is but ravely the husb nd goes with
here The novelty has worn off, and he soon finds solace else=-
wheree. |

Most of these tribes have certain peculiar rites or core=
monics amongst thomselves, most of which centre around the arrival
at puberty of the various boys and girls. These vary not only
from tribe to'tribe, but even amongst the difforent villages,
and often between the different inhabitants of one village.
Amongst the boyes of the Waplchanna there wore numerous rites

at such a time, but only conducted by the more conservative
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fathers, = olderly men who resisted the approach of eiviliza«
tion, and clung te thelr old tribal customs,

Many of these rites wore kept secret and only handed down
from higher autherity to a father, whose boy was ready for initia-
tion, as also in the case of tho girls., Such a boy of the Wapi=-
chamnna tribe had to be awake every morning about 3 a.m, when,
taking his drum in hand, he would go outsgide and parade up and
down, violently beating out a regular rhythm. Many such boys,

I could cheerfully have almost murdered, when, having arrived

late and weary the provious evening, I would be rudely awakened

in tho middle of the night with this vile thumping, The drumming
is varled with flute playing, as a boy must become proficient

in playing the tune on the tiger (or deer) femural bone flute,
given invariably on apﬁroaching any houge or village he might*
vigit. He alsgso has to learn to play certain other = =0 called =
tungs on flutes made from various sizes of banmboo, ecach size
giving a different note. As daylight begins to appear the youth
hag to go down to the water hole and have a good bath. Returning
to the village he takes up a rope of raffia soaked in pepper,
which he passes up his mosge, over to the throat and out through
the mouth.

At the earliost stage of initlation, this raffia rope
is a mere string, but has teo increase daily in glze until about
the diometer or size of one's thumb, It is made from the fine
cuter skin (raffia) of each frond of thb grecn unopencd leaf or

tongue of the Ita Palm, The rope iz spun on the leg, sometlmes
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two strands, but often three. It is begun with as fine a
point as possible, and increases in size in a beautiful tapeor
£i1l the maximum sizec required is attained, whon a single
gtrand is bound round, to keop the rope from untwisting.
The balence of the raffia, after this tying, is left to hang
loose, forming a tassel effect of some 6 to 10 inches long.
To the fine point is now soeurely attached a single, fine,
gtrong strand of raffia. The tassel and most of the rope is
now steeped in a mixture of water and pounded pepper, the
latter = the hotter and more virulent, the better.
The youth then scats himself on a stool made either
of wood or the carapace of a turtle. He inserts the fine
raffia strand of the small erd up ono nostril and bégins vio=-
lently snuffing it up, twisting and pushing at the same time
with one hand. The strand keeps moving upwards and can be
folt going down the throat. Whon it hag gone far enough
down, it is coughed up into tho mouth, and a finger and thumb
are insorted to cateh the end. It is thon pulled gently,
the string or rope disappearing up the mose to come back through
the mouth. These strings or ropes are roughly some throe
fect long. Oonee the twisted end comes complotely free of
the mouth, the father or headman of the village takes one end
in cach hand, and beging a see=saw motion baekwards and for-
wards, the rope disappearing up the nose until the tassel
only projocts, when 1t is pulled back £1ll the fine ond 1s

juét in front of the mouth. Half a dozen of these motions
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are quickly doné, then the taasei end is released and pulled
completely up the nose and out via the mouth.

Thﬂ pain of this operation must be very greot. Thore
is often considerable bleeding, and the irritation of the
pepper Julce on the ruptured parts and the tender passage, muet
be exeruclating, yet I havo never seen a youth wince or give
a gingle squea’s in pain, although I have often thought they
wore on the polnt of collapse, bubt any symptom of wealness
delays the award of manhood, and mﬁst be fought against.

There ;re alwaye some who cannot pass these tests of
endurance for manhood, ecither some phyesilcal weakling or sueh
as are born mentally deficient, Such as fall in the physiecal
or mental standard are handed over to the women, amongst whom
they ilve, and have to learn and perform the duties allacaﬁed
to women as far as they are capable, In 1900 - 1902 I lmew
gevoral of these unfortunctos,completely ostracised by the men,
bullied by the women, and doiﬁg all the lowest chorcs of the
village. Thorofore the pnseing of initistion tests meant almost
1ife and death to the candidates, and small wonder that they
would stand up to any pain to get thelr diploma,

Initiation tests were ﬁlready going out of fashion when
I arrived amongst the Waplchanna., The introduction of steady
work nnd-remuneration, at thie time, hastoned lte end, and in
later years I doubt if a single Wapicﬁanna boy has to undergo
any initliatiem. «

These strings are never used twice. After having been
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passed through the nosc, the fine end is tied to a gliver of
woed, someone climbs up on the inslde of the roof, and the
sliver is stuek in the thateh in a position where it hangs
immediately above the youth's hammock. on entering a Wapi-
channa house, you eould tell at onee if a youth was undergeing
initiation as onc could scarcely fail to notice the forest of
pendant strings hanging above hls hammock. I have seon these
gstrings hanging in houscs of most of the forost tribes, as well
as those who live almost entircly in the open savannahs, as the
Ita Palm grows in large reefs in both typeg of country. This
rite may be performed again in later 1ife for various ronsons.
Tho youth or mcn/ﬁgge a succession of bad luck in huntingj he
may be weak after an illness, his wife may havo had a mis~
carriangey a child may have dled, or various other misfortuncs,
and he must undergo the rite to give him new success, fullér
strength and courage, or as an antidote to bad Tuck,

Temporary lapses in hunting ability are fairly frequent
for no apparent reason when day after day o recognised expert
will roam the foreste fﬁr hours at a time without succese. It
1s certain that the man physieally below par, or with mental
worry is less careful of what he is ddiﬁg and may make more
noisze than usual or be less receptive of the various slight
gights and sounds of game that otherwisc would be noted,

Vory soon either his pride &n his prowese, or the yapping of
his women folks demand a remedy and he voluntorily undergoes

guch painful antidotes as the nose gtring: pepper julce in his
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oyos; the sting of a scorpion dug into his flesh or the'standing
up in the nest of the fire ant for a fow momenta. At the same
time he may perform gome of the "eold time" initlation ceremonies
untilieanfidenae returng which apart from actual physical weak=
nese has probably been the main handieap,. g

I wag away in the forest and my huntsman = a young untried
youth but "nephew" of my headman = had a streak of bad luek
for several days in succession, which the ecamp didn't forget to
bring to the latter's notiece, who at once adered a scries of
the usual painful remedics. £ eeupie of days later, the uncle
“drew the huntsman's attentlon to the erowing of a covey of Bush
Quail in the very early morning, and the following morning an
hour or so before dawn broke ordered him to go out and kill the
birds. The youth was naked except for his loln cloth and was
handed a round piece of wood as he stepped into the forest and
disappeared. Half an hour afterwards weo heard‘tho guall crowing
and within a quarter of one howr lator, the man returned to camp
corrying four dead quail in one hand and his c¢lub in the other.

These forest quail are found in coveys only on tho forest
floor by day, but they invariably roost on some liano or low
branch of a trée only a fow feet above ground and will return
night after night for wecks to the same roosting place. The
ontire covey sleep on the same perchjy all nestling up close to
cach other, Once the huntsman had loeated the quall all he
had to do wag to strike along the branch with his c¢lub when he

would certainly knoeck out several birds., These quail are
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small and no huntsman thinks they are worth a charge of powder
ahd shot as a rulc. I was rathor fond of them and in one
permanent balata camp I had one old man who would go cut occasionally
and bring me in some half a dozen birds killed by this method'

I have never actually gone out to seec this done, but I did
accompany ong of my bom§ when he went out to do a very similar
perfa%mnnoe = the killing of the large Moam in the dark by fire,.
which I have been tol@fwas another of the manhood testa. 'Thc
maam . by far tho flnéat game bird of the foreost = unless at the
breeding scason is sélitary; found invarlably on the ground and
also flies up to slg;p on somg branch but at heoights varying from
gix to Lwenty feetlih the alr. The bird gives o fow of 1ts well
known calls as it'ﬁas solected its perch in the growing dusk and
again a fow mare calla just before and during the very ecarly dawn
prior to its flltting down te earth to begin its scarch for food.

Sone qur Indians and myself were in a remote part of the
forest and Pﬁmjd o maom ecrowing in the late evening when one of
my boeys remnrkad "That maam is roosting very low. I am going
out in the moﬁning to cateh it by the "old time" method". I
askod 'f he would take me with him and after oonslderabio argu-
ment,’ robarding oxtra nolse and the need for silcnﬁe he consonted.
I% wag still pitch dark when he wokn me, but it was dry weather
A n@d stars could be glimpsed in the opening among the branchoes
hﬁgh overhead, a1th0ugh they don't give much light to seec by
down én the f0r§gt floor, My boy was naked except for his lap

and I, barefooted, was protty near the same condition.
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He earried nothing, not oven a knife, but as he passed our fire,
he aéloeted a blazing plecce of wood. A ghort distance into
the forest we stopped while he secured a large handful of dead
drijiz;vas. Laying down the burning wood he rubbed these between
the palme of his hands breaking the leaves inte fine shreds,
as I'd often secn them do on fish lighting expeditions, in order
to seeure casy f?ggting and rapid ecombustion. Pieking up his
blazing faggot he gave a few short puff, puff, puffe with hie
breath, that put out the flame and the wood was merely a glowing
ecmber. (Short puffs of the breath at one second intervale will
put out any bmrning stiek).

It is no ensy job making one's way through the dense
forost in the dark; previously we had the burning stick which shed
gsome light, but now the faint glow was of little use except to
guide me in following along behind and I bumped into all kinds
of obstructions. We'd been going for ages = pfobably o mere
hundred yards = when he halted and we stood motionless and gilent
for another age. suddenly the maam gave its first crow a matter
of only some yards away. I saw the faggot go down quietly
on the ground and he leaned over to me to whisper that I must;
walt o moment as he was going off to have a look at things.

8o silently did he move that I could 'nt swear whether he had
stirred or not, but in a few moments I saw the red ember pleked
up and he whispered "Alright",., Ve erept carefully forwerd =
maybe ten yards = and I sensed rather than saw him stick the
hot cmber inside the handful of crumpled leaves, blowing gontly'
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with his breath all the timee When he jJudged the leaves were
Hot onough he gave one long strong blow with the breath and in
an instant tho leaves were one mass of flame which 1it up every-
thing and I eaught a glimpse of the maam about arm's reoach above
our heads. At the same second he pushed the burning leaves in
the alr as high as he could reach almoet touching the sleeping
birds It woke instantly but too late, as its feathers were now
ablaze and it must have drawn in a sickening breath of fumes.

It rolled towards the carth to be deftly caught in mid air by the
boy and dospatched.

I have frequently gone out with my men carrying my gun to
ghoot theose moameg in the early moming before dawn because if
they are roosting teo high the Indian cannot reach them with his
burning leaves and we generally got our bgrd, but only on that
one oceasion did I see one caught by fire. To locate a maam or
any game in the donse forest on a piteh dark morning secems little
ghort of miraculous but I've been in ecamps scores of times when
it was donc. coui@ not have done it unassisted: it required
the trained deduction and viegion of the Indian and he was not
alwaye sueccessful. Foilure is generally the subject of a
variety o rude Jokes and laughter, but I eannot remember any such
bantering when the hunter returned unsuecegefully in trying to
get a maam in the dark = a taeit admisslion that they kmnew how
diffiecult it was.

Whilst ceremony dogs not play a high part in life, there
is o considerable amount of etiquotte amengst Indlans, the omission
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of which by the strangor may causo sorious offonce, and deep
ridiculos Seareely any one can go direet from civilization
into a village of a completely unsophisticated tribe. He must
pass through intervoning tribes and have guldes and interpreters
and 80 in a measure be prepoarcd. He soon getes acquainted with
the morning and evening ritual, as algo the welcome litany on
arrival, and so does not cause serlous offence. The Indian
also, with a keen desire to please 1s slow to take offence and
it i more a question of manner and~ganerai behaviour in goining
the eonfidence of even the wildest tribel Even when a stranger
makes ridiculous mistakes, the Xnﬂiéna carefully refrain from
laughter before the guest as that might arouse anger or anti-
pathy on hig part. Behind hig back it may be a different matter,
and I have heard the moet side splitting laughter immedlately
my hosts disappeared inside their hut, which ecast reflections
on my correct behaviour.

Most of the tribes have certain words, and terminations
of ecmpeund.words, that nre peculiarly for the use of the women
end mugt not be used on any account by a man. One such term
in general use amongst the Waplechanna is a ecompound word meaning
"That 1s all right", a more intelligent assent than the usual
grunt . Amongst the men this word ie "Buasamaaa"; but amongst
women it ie "Balsamainya". An 0ld Macussi Indian had married
a Wapichanna woman and was living in the No Man's Land between
the two tribes. I passed through his place with some of my

boys and stopped to say, "How dtye do", and ask the best road
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to owr destination. I know this man was a member of the horedi-
tary cnemy tribe of the Wapichanna, and my boys were unusually
polite and seorious. When we came to the next ereck where we
could rest, it was a different matter. Down wont thelr loads,
and they all rolled on the ground in convulsiong of laughter.

It trangpired that the o0ld man had repeatedly used the word Baisa=
mainya, tho womon's wcrd,’and my boys were now imitating the scene
in the camp, exaggerating as 1s usual, by imaginary silly questions
and answors, most of which turned to sexual techniecalities. The
man had learned Weplchan from his wife, of pourse, and as he had
not yet been admitted into fall eontact and confidence of the
Wapichanna, made a very natural mistake, The joke against him
was kept up for days, and at last was carried home, where, after

a nine days' vogue, 1t woes gradually forgotten.

Beyond appearing ridiculous, the stranger need not worry
much about entering any tribe. It i= well to remember, however,
that offence can be given in refusing to accept food or drihk
when offered. Such a refusal is a distinet elur on your host's
kindness and hospitality, and on the ¢ apabilities of his women
folk, No active offence would be taken to oll appesrances at
the momont, but later on, you would probably discover that what at .
first was a very helpful friendly Indian, had become more or less
an idiot. He wouldn't be able to assist you to get guldes; he
would not help stock up your depleted foud suppliecss he wouldn't
even know the road to the next village, and you would find yourself

up against a blank wall of passive resistance, against which
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nothing would prevail,
" Sone years ago, an expeditlion had gone out to search for
somewhere

the famous lost aviator Redfern, who erashed/behind in the Guianas.
The expedition met up with a tribe of Indians who aaid'the aviator
had erashed near thoir village. They showed in spectocular manner
how the plane had Zoo=8=-o=-omed round and round thelr village and
had comg down with a terrific BANG, somewhere "over there".  They
offored to guide tho party to the scene next morning, as it wase
too far to go at that late hour. Next morning the Indisns knew
nothing; no plane had ever beeon seeny they didn't lnow where it
fell, and had no guides. One by one they snecaked out of the
village, and soon the expedition found thomselves all alone and
forced, through lack of food, to return to eivilization without
any success. Some of the strangers had committed an offence
against Indian ectiquette and thatteg all there was to 1t.

I have only Mnown one tase of actual revenge for some ingring
ment on etiquette. A man whom I held in the greatest eszteem
and respect, on arriving from a long arducus Jjourney, hungry ae a
wolf through poor luck in hunting, was met by some Indians who
held a grudge against him, He was given o ealabach of boiled
poisonous bulbe of which he only took onc mouthful, and handed the
balance on to his attendant boy. This youth died the same evening,
and his masteor suffered agony for months afterwards and had even=
tually to go home to Engléxﬂ.

The acceptance of food and drink need only ﬁe very slight.
Time and time again, I have mereoly tasted what they offered and

passod the balsnce on to my mons After tasting the food, or
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making a mere pretence of eating, it can be returned to the
owner without offence. Drinks of all kinds must be consumed
somehow or other, ot all costs but most Indiane seem to have
unlimited cppacity, oi even when that is taxed to the limit,
they possess an casy facility for regurgitation that I have many
a time envied. Indians are as a rule cleanly in their habite,
and after many yeare of wandeprling amongst them, I have found
that their food and drink, oven 1f not agreeable to the palate
at all times, is at least sustaining and nourishing, One could
always nibble at a tiny plece of cassava bread, even if one only
protonded to dip it in the soup of a pot, from which protruded
the repulsive hand of a boiled monkey.

Any infringement of their moral code or ctiquette may
bring reprisals on the spot, and I have known quite a fow murders
committed through thls cause. On the whele, however, the Euro-
pean‘whc followsg theo code of civilization in meeting even the
wilder or more backward Indlans, has little to fear beyond being
the butt of a certain amount of good=natured criticiem and
, laughter, through £illy amusing mistakes causod by differcnces
in the Indian outlook and habits.
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