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fhe white Indlens.

Somewhere I.n the wast forests that clothe the Amazon
valley lives a tribe of White Aboriginal Indlans. There hase
been a good deal of writing on the mbjecf and a wide amd
belief amengst the general public of their existence. This
belief approaches the definite in Brasil, but it is mot till
you pemetruve sur into The miv Nugre end especially the Rio
Branco districts that you can actually loente their position.
No one h-.d‘ ever seen or visited them, but every one lmow these
Indians had exténsive viilna?oc on o little=lmown tributary
of the Trombetas River, ealled the Dog River, and that the
tribe of Indians 1s lmown as the Waiwai.  One Brazilian Pro-
tostor of Indians had penctrated a long distanee into the forost
to the South under the guidance of some Powisianna Indians, |
but had failed to reach the Waiwai owing to his food supplies
running short. He wias very definite about the Waiwal
being white as the Powisianna dofinitely had dealings with
them, and called them white "como Englez ou Americano”.

For some yeors I had been collecting Balata in the
British Quiana forestes with the local Indians. Balate is
the dried lotex of the "Minusope globosa" but is probably
bost lmown to the general public as the thin, tough, unolastie
covering of the matisolf ball. I was in charge of some
‘five thousand square miles of forest, so far away from eivili-
‘gation that it was too costly to opernte with the customary
skilled blecders from the coamst and the only practical method




of 'orkins-wu to train the Aboriginal Indians in the dis=
triect, thereby saving a huge bill in transport of men and
supplies. I established a training centre at a convot‘xiont
spot in the forest, collected some twenty, strong, active

men of the Wapiechanna Tribe and taught them thoir work.

They proved apt puplls and as each man became proficient he
was allowed, the following year, to go off on his own with
one or two novices, generally a son or close relative, to
whom he, in turn, taught the rudiments of the industry.

They generally selected & spot in the forests close to their
home, or which each regarded as his speeinl hunting ground,
and I soon had some fifty camps seattered all through the
forests under my control,. Though expert worluoxi, and pro=-
dueing o quality of Balata that became famous as the standard
of quality on the Londen Market, they had absolutely no idea
of quantity, and after a few woeks at work they would wonder
what on earth the. Boss could do with so much, At this
point they would glt down contentedly to hunting or merely
~doing nothi.ng, 80 1t was necessary !_'ou- me to visit each camp
as ofton as possible to urge them to renowed activity, as
quite apart from what I might want to do with so much balata,
it meant another fiw dollar note to themselves for every |
twenty five pounds produced. These camps I connpoted with
- 1light trails, and during the six months of the rainy season |




at which time only, the bleeding of the trees could be done,
I was oautlnt'ly travelling through the forests, half a day
WAalking and swimming to the next eamp, then sleeping for
the 'night in tho rough and ready hut amongst my men,
| | Interested as I was in the White Indians, I made
all enquiries possible about the Waiwail. I was definitely
informed that the Waiwai lived in Brazil and probably some
‘hundreds of miles South of the Wapicharma country. A
number of Wapichanna had a common point with tho Waiwai =
trade by barter! As is onntmfy however with most of
these Indians, such trade I found was condueted thrtmgh cor=
tain intermediaries who received trade goods from the Wapi-
channa, went off to trade and retuwrned later, en an indif-
forent "This year, Next year, Sometime, Never" basis,
according to good MAI&, good luck or numerous factors that
- eould influence long distance travel overland. | A
The Tarumas were a tribe who lived somewhere on-
the Essequebo about half way to the Waiwai, and they were
the go<betweens who were responsible for the iittle trade
m'exhtondo. The Wapichanna had no industry established
up to now, and oenly a very small trade in hammocks, and
curios with the coast, so thﬁt it was only every second or
third year that the an_u cameg through. One or two
Wapichanna had been through to the Taruma country. These

had seen a Waiwai or two, but none as far as I could learn
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had ever crossed into Brazil and actunlly visited their villages.

They had, however, quite a lot of information about
the Waiwal, the firest and most important point being that though
the Waiwal were a pale colour, they were by no means wﬁite.
The assumption, so common in the Rio Branco and Negro, was
explained to me as having arisen through an indifferent lmow=
ledge of the Wapichanna langunge. The well known food "tapi-
oca" is made from the roots of the cassava, which lattor is the
staple food of every Aboriginal Indian in the forest.  The -
Wapichanna make raii-ly. large quantities either for home use or
for sale in the Rio Branco distriet where it finds a ready mar-
kote ‘Tapiosca is called "Waiwe" by the Wapichanna, a name
llmwn't'o their tribe when they originally lived far to the West .
and before they migrated Into British Guiansa or had even any
remote somnection with the Waiwni. It is Just a mere coin=-
cldence that exaetly a similar name should apply to a tribe,
and the Bragilians Jjumped to o conclusion that fitted popular
imagination,  The Waiwe starech of commeree was pure white,
and, accordingly, the Walwai Indians must be equally white.
This le probably the real sclution of the existence of the so=
called White Indians of the Amazon, _

This was a very disappointing discovery, yet the
Wapichanna had other information about the Wailwal, that made it
seem well worth while to pay them a visit if opportunity arose.
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They all, men and women alike, wore their hair long. They
had a marvellous breed of dogs, and above all, they made |
cassava graters which ﬁere 80 necessary in Wnpiqhnnnn life
to reduce the roots of that staple vegetable to a pulp. The
best specimens of feather work 1n the district were all made
by the Waiwai, They aleo had vnr!.oul_, peculiar customs,
and it was a 'ser_‘.loul offence to vomit (a general ‘tri.‘onl accom=
plishment at a drink) around a Waiwei village, or even to spit
(another general habit) because, if a Waiwani took a dislike
to anyone, all he had to do was to make o few passes over the
| vm1£ and the offender simply faded away. | Ho one in his
senses would leave bones or fragments of food around after
a meal, and ong had to wateh that even the ash of a cigarette
did not fall to the grmd_ror the same reason, Every
vigitor to the Waiwais took with him a joint of bamboo tube,
carefully estoppered, in which to spit or drop cigarette ashes.
Thoy were saild to be very fierce and warlike yet with little
or no other contﬁata for trade, the Waiwail might welcome any
pongeful visitor if he caFPlod along an axe or two, a few
.k:ni.fre_u,, fish hooks, and other articles of ironware of which
they ltéﬁd‘ in Soeh dire Wl

| " A vieit to the Waiwal was, I found, rather aiffi-
cult. It was necessary to arrange for a good 1nterpr§ter.
Fortune favoured me here in that the principal Taruma intere
mediary and trader had recently taken unto himself a wife from
~amongst the Wapichanna. I got him into one of my camps as
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& worlman but finding him no earthly use as a bleeder, I took
him as often as possible as guide and carricr in the forests for
some months,

I was also at this time oolléoting spiders and
insects for a well=known university and he took a keen interest
in what I did, taking a 'dolight in poking around in search of
somgthing that might mtereqt me « | He soon found that I was
for more interested (in his easze) Af he could produce something
new, than in the amount of balata he ¢ ollected and this grew into
a most useful habit that he kept up all his 1life and which
prw of immense value to me in eurio hunting amongst strangers.

. This man became widely lmown by the name of "saik
Tau" (cut brow) due to an unsuccessful amorous adventure when
the lady, instead of presenting him with hor chaste lips or
whatever iz the equivalent in Taruma life, hit him a ¢lip ncross
the browd with the business odge of a cutlass « tic mark of
which he carried all his life. Outraged at such treatment,
he moved out to Wapichanna country, where the ladles belng more

amiable, ho settled down for 1ife en the edge of the great forest.

He was an expert linguist anl spoke Taruma, Waiwai, and Wapi-
channa with equal facility. He had a strong antipathy te
anything approaching hard worﬁ, but he Peeame, t‘mt' and out,
the best interpreter I have ever employed.

All balata work in the forests closed down with the

cossation of the rainy season, and during the ensuing dry months
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i1 generally uni off prospecting or exploring, At the close
of my second year with Salk Tau as my personal attendant, I
was agreeably surprised when he walked in one day te inform
me thaot a couple of Tarumas had come to visit hiw and that
he proposed to éo boek with them to visit the Waiwai Indions,
"Would I like to come along?" "Oh, Boy, will a duck swime"
was my answers
A Wapichanna brother<in-law of his was going also.
This man was one of my best men, spoke a few words of English
and was absolutely devoted to me. Then the Tarumas had left
a fing canoe at the landing om a large river some fifty miles
distant in the forest. Transport was one of the snage
on a visit te the Walwal, as the greater part of the journey
had %o be done by cance or boat. The Wapichanna had no eraft
on any of the rivers leading to the Waiwai, and it was only
when the Taruma came ocut that an expedition could be arranged.
X had a good Mﬂi of what articles were best sulted
to trade with and ingide an hour I had ﬁnchad a2 small steel
canister with what wns necessary. This I handed to Saik Tau
while Henry was given my hammoek, pyjamas, a spare sult of
clothes, o camera and plates, about twenty pounds of salt and.
a little food. I carried a double barrelled shot gun and
ample ammunition. I also saw to it that my two men had ser- |
viceable guns and -uppliu as we would want them, maybe for




self defenece, but certainly to supply us with the greater part

of our food during the two months or more that must elapse
before our retum.

It 1s no joke outfitting for u long journey both in
time and distance into the dense Amagonian forests. The
moment you leave your base of supplies, you cannot caleulate on
getting anything beyond a little cassawva, if such Indlans as
may be met with ean spare & little from their flelds.  Visi-
tors in the depth of the jungle are as raPe as ponrls en the
porcine snout, and feow Indilang produoe more food than they und
thoir families can consume. @ In average years they are on
the verge of ntth, and only in exceptional years when Nature
iz particularly kind, have they anything to spare. During
the lean years, so frequently recurrent through lack of roro«-

gight or the vagnries of th mther, the Indian can always keep
body and soul together by the proceeds of his cunning, his hook,

or his bow and arrows, eked out by ,g 1little wild fruit or such
edible roots as he may find. This means his entire time must
‘be devoted to hunting, but when on the march with even a ecouple

of men, it is exceedingly dirrioult to forage sufficient supplies

unless with frequent and lengthy halts, No Abvoriginagl Indian
will actunlly starve in tho forests, but the White Man, with
his regular hours and good meals, can, as I Jolly well kmow to
my sorrow, come within what is a very painful proximity to that
unfortunate state, even with a group of faithful Indians.
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There are certain supplics a White Man must havey things that
the primitive Aboriginals woﬁd clags as luxuries. This list
1s small actually: salt to savour food, and soap with which to
bathe and wash clothes: yet not too much must be carried, just
sufficient on a minimum ac#lo for the jowneys - "Will one cake
of tollet and laundry soap be enought" Put in too much and
you soon pass the amount a single man can econveniently carry.
That meane enlisting another carrier who will require more food
and more supplies = a vicious cirecle,

Of courso if expense 1s no object you can travel in
luxury but such style was for beyond a humble individual like
myself, with no sheet unchor such as o grandmotherly govern=
ment or a bemevolent company to depend upon, . alwaye had to
make each expedition pay somehow an its owm, and I had been
"geratehing gravel" long enough on my own to lmow what I was
doing, so I dnido‘d on o minimum secale of both carriers and
supplies.

Three days trek due South across the open savannahs
wx.h:-o'ug!'n: us to Saik Tau's village some fifty or sixty miles from
‘uy headquarters. Here I found the two Tarumas waiting our
arrival, They turned out %o be a husband and wife ~ something
I hadn't bargained for, and did not care for, The presence of
a woman always upset en expedition, As is only natural, she
would invariably keop some titbit of game on one side for the
husband = game probably shet by another mar, who had his claim
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and watehful eye on that same little dainty « and a coolness
would spring ttp- at once. It never meant an open rupture,

but the camp would be divided. There wes the lose of friend-
liness and co=operation so necessary for the success and comfort
of the expedition, and long ago I had put my foot down on any

of my men taking their women folk along further than the last
point of easy return to thelir own village, but here I was
—nppnrontly helpless.

The Tarumas proved to be two shaggy, unkopt speci=
mens, far inferier I could see to tho type of Indians I had
been stationed amongst. They did not appear to have a
gingle Wapichanna word between them, yot they were doing quite
a bit of business. One ambition dear to the heart of most
Indlans and especially the Waplchanna is to have what they call
a "Pownar" - a cuutuﬁr or middleman « to whom they glve thelr
trode goods and who will some day bring -olethlng back as pay*
ment although experience shows that that the sredit and debit
balance is very rarely ever within yeare of belng balanced.

The unsophisticoted middleman le perfectly honest, but a thousand
and one things may throw out his crude ealeulations and when
he return-A after the lapse of a year or two, his patron in-
- variably accepts quite nnomcemodlj whntcvér may be handed
over in payment for his goods even if it is only the most
triviel article or an unvarnished ompty excuse.

| Indian ideas of trade are pecuilar, I remember &
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woman once laying an empty basket in front of me and asking for
a knife as payment for the bahanss it once helds Thie poor
woman was & widow, living some sixty miles away, with no man
from whom she could borrow or buy a Imife =~ an article of the
most supreme importance in _Indinnl, or forest life in general,
8o she had packed hor basket with bananas for me., Unfortunately
she had beon delayed on the road, the bananns had ripened, then
gone bad and had elithor been eaten or thrown away.  She was por=
fectly honest and genuine in her !qtivo, and sho got her lknife,
on the principle of what we lose mfho, swings we make on the
roundanboutss Possibly the very next day an Indian would bring
me in & beautiful old stone axe for which he would ask a two=
penny string of beads for his wife or daughter. The axe was of
no earthly use to him, He had probably piol'nd it up while
hunting and if the Boss would buy it = well, he was laughingi
I also was laughing when I got a couple of dollars for the same
axe from one of the various éhnnnela at my command,

I had a friend to whom an Indian wanted to sell a
dogon chickens. My fricnd gave him the required trade goods .
and the Indian left $o go home-to bring back the chickens.
Sure onough, two days later, back came the man, "Boia. I have no
fowls from which to rear chickens, but as I see numbers running
round ywr‘placo, if you will give me a cock and a hen I will
pay you as soon ag I produce the number of chickens I owe you",
he explained. My friend was considerably uon-plussed as this
wos & now aspect of business to him, but he gave the Indian the
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necessary cock and hen. Almoast a year later the Indian came
back carrying the dozen chickens and the original coek and hen,
A rare occasion like the present when two Tarumas
had arrived geve the Wapichanna a unique opportunity of doing
trade on lines they so loiod, and it was amusing to see people
arriving from quite long distances to lay down articles of bar-
t.ei and asking graters, featherwork or resins in payment.
The Taruma may have understood, but he only gave a grunt in
‘reply, and picking up the artlicle given, stoud‘ it away in an
already bulging basket. I was very much amused at one Wapil-
channa woman, for whom the Tarumas seemed to have a peeculiar
fascination. B8he stood watching them 1like a Hawk, for fully
half an hour, grodually gidling up nearer nnd' nearer to the
Taruma wife. Mozt of the Wapichanna were by this date taking
an interest in clothes and it was the rnah:loh for most of them
older than the early and middle teens, to wear at least a thin
cotton nk:.rt over the customary bead lap, 'rhe interested woman
wag 80 clad, and suddenly her hand pulled the waiet string and .
her bead lap dropped at her feets Pieki.ns it up she handed
it to the Taruma woman, shouted "Grater" and fled from sight.
At this time, no self-respecting woman, ome frock or six, would
dream of going without her bead lap om, as in her own mind she
would be absolutely hude, s0 here was a very elementary struggle
against dire necessity and lmmate Melt‘y.. The ridicule and
goandal of everybody would fall heavily on her gentle mind, but
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her need of a grater was much more prossing.

‘Inquiries through saik Tau showed that the Tarumas
had left & nice can® on the Kassikidju River, some 80 er 100
- miles away 1n the roﬁ-t, and that the Tarumas on the route
to tho Waiwai had a good stoek of food in their fields. We
could easily pnrohn-g such cassava and waoﬁblu ni we would
‘roquire, and thus tho two snags to our expeditiom I had feared,
were removed or logsenod. I gencrally disecount the Indians!
8den of "plenty" and "a little to spare", so I decided to carry
sufficient food to carry us far beyond the Taruma country and
impressed & couple of extra hefty carriers to cayry more food
supplies on the overland journey to the time we were loaded
into our canoe, when they would return home nga!.n-

We were rosting at the very edge of the forest, and
as far as I could learn, had a little over a hundred miles to
‘walk to our boat. A Waplechanna will easily walk his 20 to 25
miles per day, even when carrying a 50 lbs load, and my boys
said they ecould make it in four days good go:l.hg, 80 off we set,
but I soon found I had not taken my new Taruma friends into
account. This pair wore none t00 well and in any case were
only asccustomed to travelling in their own very leisurely way:
~ stopping for long at the smallest excuse, and wanting to camp
for the day at the end of a few milos. I tried leading the way
with my men, thinking thoj would at least try to keep in touch
with ugs, but this dldn't help matters. Onece or twice on each
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mareh, and cortainly at every halt for ow mid-day menl, or
the camp at night, thesc Tarumas would open their barter basket
and lay out every single thing they had received from the
Wapichanna, touching over and over again each article in turn
and chattering away like two care free children. I found
out that th!.; was being done &0 as to memorise completely the
details of each trade to be done, az in every probablility it
- would be some 2 or 3 years before they could even hope to come
béck. w:lth each halt, my slender stoek of food was dwind-
ling and I was none too happye. | I could get a good day's
work out of most Indlans what with a little scolding, "soft
sawder", or ridicule = the weak spot of every Indian's mental
and moral make up = but these Tarumas were away beyond my
capabilities. It was no use flying off tl.xe hﬁnﬂb ng an
all round row would probably mean that everybody would dis=«
appear in the forest, and the expedition have to be abandoned.
I didn't think my owm men would leave me, yet I had nmown
othe » men have 1t happen. As I was tho firet white man for
a generation or two, to visit the Taruma country, I lmew it
was most essontinl to win thelr confldence, 20 that when I
did enter the tribe proper, I would be rensonably aure of
securing food, cances, and other asslstance on our way to the
Walwal, _ _

The most provoking part was the behaviowr of my
‘own men. Thoy soek these halts With peimrefaced sSelofan,
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"To-morrow, the sun will rise" is one of their wise sayings.
Then some one had cheistened the Tnruma husbond by the name of
"Dodu". A score of times a day, one of my men would give a
long yell, "Al-i-i-Dodu"; the Taruma would repeat "Dodu" in his
guttural tones, and the whole crowd would go into paroxysms
of laughter.

It took us more than twice the estimated time to
reach ocur objective, but at last there was the shining river,
beneath whose placid aux;rnoo was sunk, for safety, the Taruma's

canoe. We scon houled it to the surface - a very graceful

dug out or corial but so very small it could by no means carry

our party and supplies. It would just gar:-j' my two boys,
our supplies and myself, but what were we to do with Mr. &
Mrs. Dodu and their impediments? The only solution was to
make a woodskin, so I promptly sent back my extra carriers
and we started in.  Previous oxpoditions in a like predica=
ment had combed the river for a mile or go on either bank for
suitable bark and a whole day was lost searching for a tree
that would supply our need. In later years I was to become
expert in woodskin building, but this was my first attempt, so
I could so little except wateh the men at work, see that they
did not sit down too often or too long, and lend a hand where
pessible. It took us two full days to get that woodskin
ready for the road.

In making a woodskin, tho two essentialas are a tree
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of the right size and the proper texture of bark. The Copaiba,
from which a valuable medieinal oil ie prdourod, is by far the
best and n;::nt usual, Having found a lﬁitnblo bark, the tree
must be felled in such a way as not to 1njur§ the bark in falling,
and also, that when it is dowm on the ground, the trunk is,

for the greater part, quite clear of the ground. Otherwise
the trunk has again to be junked or cut, so as to permit it
being lifted up on to logs to support the ends in order to faecl-~
litate working and getting the cylinder of bark off the tree.
The branche s generally hold the tree in the desired position

(1) although not always, hence the care in felling. Once

the tree is down measurements are made along the bole, of the

' longth roquired and the bark cut through to the bole at the

two marks (2). These cuts go right round the ecircumference

of the tree. A strip of bark some 3 to 6 inches wide is now
removed along the top of the bole between these cuts (3). As
many men as you have axes for, now attask the tree with the
heel of the m, or wooden clubs, hitting good hard blows at
varying angles all over the bark. (4) This tends to loosen

the bark from the tree, but great care must be taken that each
blow is struck square as tie sharp edge of the iron may ocut

the bark and cause o hole. Poles are now cut a couple of
feet long and some 3 ins diameter; one end of which is sharpened
like a chisel. You now begin working this chisel face under=~
neath the bark all along the bole on the cut already mndo,
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gradually working deeper and deeper until you are as far as you
dare go without splitting the bark. A bent pole is best as that

- fits the bole without forcing the bark out too far, - It is
rather a todious job. at which great care must be éexercised. When
the bark is prised clear for as far as you dnre venture (the danger
of splitting is great) you leave the poles in place and retirve for
a meal or o rest, and generally om your return you find the tension
has slowly sprung the bark porfectly clear even under the bole where
you eould not roach with either axe heol or chisel pole. You

now have a loose eylinder of bark which you slip round the bole till
the cut, ariginally on top, i1s now directly under the tree. A
couple of men now seize the lipes of the bark on both sides, which
‘they gently pull apart and slide up and off the bole, whon they
carry it to a clear level plece of prepared srm and lay it down,
You now have a free eylinder of bark (5) which curls inside itself
(6) of soms 15 to 18 £t long.  Five 2" poles of the length you
want the width of the wood=skin to be, are cut. The curled=in
bark is pulled apart and these pleces of wood inserted at equal
distancea to keep _the eylindex open. About 3 feet from each end
~you make a cut in the bark until you get to the cambium which must
not be severed. These cuts (at both ends and both l.’ldo-)r (7) are
made for some distanece = a foot maybe = or as may be judged suitable.
The two end pleces holding the edges apart are knocked out and the
two cndl begin to curl in, Lifting preseure iz slowly applied
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at cach end when the extreme ends begin to bend up, the parts
at the cut slipping over the main trunk of the oyiinder. - The

idea of this is to form a sloping stem and stern to keep out
~ the water. You have decided which is to be the bow and the
sliding front bark must pass to the outside, that at the etern
to the inside of the woodskin to prevent water entering, although
the unsevered cambium generally males a watertight joint (8).
This 1ifting is continued till the extreme points
are level with or just above the two sides, 'hén it is lashed
into position temporarily. Pliant saplings are now cut
and laghed to both sides and right up to the end of both bow
and .stern; holes having been bored by (9) some sharp implement
or by fire, while tough fibrous bushropes form the lashings.
The cdges are trimmed level and especially both ends (10).
A couple of paddles are formed from a round pléee of wood (11);
a couple of round pleces to sorve as seats for the paddlers
arc laid in the bottom and your woodskin is complete.
Our woodskin when finished was a vory poor specimen.
It was very inferior bark to begin with and had opened out badly.
It was rather lopsided and had a tendenecy to travel sideways
like an irate erab, but it was, Just,possible for 2 people to
git in it and float. In a trial spin my two men gank it
while making a turn, so I deeided Mr, & Mrs. Dodu wore to go
in it, while my men, myself and all baggage went in the carial.
When everything was all crowded in we had only some half inch
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of free board and once when Sailk Tau sneezed sidewagps, we
shipped gallens and gallons of water. We had to sit care~
fully on the balance and every stroke of the paddle mede us
wobble, but we were soon silently slipping down l,trouﬁ. We
soon got mecustomed to our tiny eraft's idicsynerasios and
made better epeed. Dodu and his wife having nothing (food
or otherwise) had now perforece to keep up with ue as best

they could and we made the mouth of the River on the fifth day.
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The Taruma.

We were now well into country inhabited solely by
Tarumas . The Kassikidju, down which we had travelled, is a
combination of two Taruma words: namely, Kassi, those who are
dead, and Kidju, the invarisble name for a ereek or river.

. The Taruma at various times had had houses and extensive
cultivations along th:ll' river, but thess had all been abnn:?
doned years ago. We had seen many placen with low secondary
forest growth, which clearly indicnted human interference, but
now g0 many years ago as to make it hopalé-a to land in the
hope of finding anything that would augment our almost depleted
supplies of food.

The Kusi_kl.djn, as a river, presented nothing unusual
with the exception of 'tha hieroglyphics or "Plcture Writings"
engraven on the rocks here and there. Such piecture writings
are commcn on most rivers especially in the vicinity of rapids
and falls. The best of those hieroglyphics represent human
beings or vnrionl animals. Thore is little detail of fine
lines and a human being may be represented by onlyﬁ' or

“j'f’r » Which may be several feet in length. Other writings,
apart from animals, may be repetition of spiral lines of
various lengthj large cireles up to 2 ft in diameter, or num-
erous intricate figures that no one to=day ean recognise as
having any meaning. Those hieroglyphics are incised some
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3" to 3" on the foce of & hard granite rock and are generally
about one ineh aecross the lines of incision. Many figures
seom incomplete to the eye, and a sensitive fingor 1s often
necessury to trace fuller details of the artists' incomplete
work as you can distinetly feel where the lines fade awey by
comparison with the rougher surfoce of the untouched rock,

How this "writing" has been done, no one Mnows,
Bearing in mind that the Aborigines of South America had appar<
ently no knowledge of iron or the harder metnls, one is left |
to assume that the work must have been done by patiently
rubbing a small stone along tho lines of all figures. Many
yoars must have been required by this method to cut these
markings to such a depth and size on the granite, gneiss,
diorite or diabase rocks unless we assume some state or stage
of a much higher ecivilization previous to the discovery of
the eontinent.

It is equally a puszzle as to who were the actual
artists or loﬁlpton who did such writings,. Inquiry unang-t
the Indians of to=day produces the answer that the "Leng ago
Oncs" or ancient peoples were responsible, Certainly neo
Indiang of to=day are doing any writing of a like nature,

They still draw orude designs = human or anfmel - on the walls
of their houses with pigment, and in their plgf;ted baske try
work are geometrical figures that bear o very close resemblance

to these anelent hieroglyphics, but no one works in stone,
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One peculiarity of most masses of rock ontnido the tribe's-
hunting limits is tho dread or fear in which they are held,
especlally by the youth or man passing that way for the first
timo. On a journey out to the coast there are seorecs of
rocks that will strike blind any nwicé if he only as much
as glances at 1it, As a preventative, or palliative, to-
bacco leaves or hot peppers must be pounded up or erushed in
a little water, and this 1: dropped into each eye. '.l'he
pain following this is of course exerueiatirg and on a long
Journoy I have had to forbid the practice as the men could
not attend to thelr duties. One mountain is ealled "The
Hill that kills the Eyecs", but it was the scem ot' e pltehed
tribal battle and there is some excuse in this instance., I
have, however, seon many rocks w_:lth Picture Writings on them,
and in not o single case do I lmow of one which has an ovil
reputation. The youngest or rawest novice ean look at them
without fear of any aftermath, No Kenoima (Evil Spirit)
dwells _:ln or around a rock with Picture Writing on it, and
although the présent generations may not be able to trace
the artiste, it seems to me that generations ago, the Indians
knew who did the work = a peaceable people, probably their
own forebears.

One speecimen of such writing on the Knssikidju
was a reprosentation or'n Jaguar but was drawn with a square
head? 'E:uro-ins this view to Saik Tau he asked me to go

.
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farthor and farther away to the limits at which I could see.
The figure m"n cortainly more life like, but still I wae pre=-
Judiced and would not be convinced.

Some yeg.u'l later I was pronpacting with a bunch of
Indians in the m.sh forests, many miles from any gontact with
either ciﬁnsoe‘!. ‘or Indian 1ife. We were outting a trail
through the Jungl{!o, vien we flushed a flock of Trumpet Birds.
~ These bh"dl are ganernny tough, but being aubout the size of
a -ml‘.l. gized roul, are not to be despieed as an aild to keeping
the pot full, 'l'hpy are rather silly birde and easily brought
up quite close by uutating their eall, Already, the Indians
were calling thpn, but tho .‘hmgle wag too lense to see more
than a few roet, ;om my men were dropping on one lmee to
peer under the tnhsle of vine and bnnch. I was the last
in the line, hxoouns nho on one knee, nlongside a fallen
trunk of a hngia tree, when suddenly I heard a twig snap behind
this loge. II swung my head around to see if the Trumpet Birds
were uppu-onch;!n‘ from bohind, when to my amazement, the hend
of a fine Jnm slowly rose above the log. He had heard
the 'l.‘l'ulpat Bi?-d call and was also in search of bronkfnlt:. We
were all as no't.ionlou as statues, the Indians intent on the
game in fromt, iyot the Jaguar sensed something oo-pletely new
and novel in hi! experionco. Just hie head rose clear of

the log, his eari laid flat in ecaution at the e&trange unknown
scondg J humans , tchi.lo his bristling whiskers on either side

|
\
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of his nose gave at once the idea of a square head. E

I watehed him for fully a moment befare cne of my men warned
by some Nth sense slowly turned his head to look into two
glaring eyes. There was one yell of terroar and the jaguar
was Just a streak of flying colour. I had however scen
his square head, yet but for the delinecation of some unlmpin
‘artist carved hundreds of years ago on that lomely roeck in
the roreafi, i would never have noticed how true these square
lines were to nature. That speeimen of picture writing is,
bi far, the best I have ever seen anywhere.

When we reached the mouth of the Kassikidju our
supply of food was completely exhausted and it was necessmry
to make for the nearest Taruma oncampment for fresh supplies,

‘80 we turned down the Essequebo River.  Dodu sald his village
was near by and some hours of paddling brought us to a land-
ing at which lay a single small corial, The Taruma husband
and wife promptly shouldered their possessions and left for
the village some half mile inland and I sent Saik Tau along
with thom to order food and to bring out sufficient for
‘dinner, while Ham'y and I mounted guard over owr belongings.

it ﬁs Just dusk when Saik Tau returned with one calke of

bread = just enough for our dinner « and a whole list of mis~
fortunes.

Almost immediately Dodu and his wife had left for
the Wapichanna country, messengers had arrived with an invita-
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tion for the entire Taruma Tribe to go over into Brasil to
pay a long vigit to the Waiwai and to do as much trade as
possible. Some threo weeks ago, the whole tribe = men,
women , childroh, dogs and pets = had started up river. One
woman had been too sick to travel and she, together with a
husband and a son of some ten years, were the only people
left behind. This woman was recovering and the husband was
urging her to start also "to get in on the fun", but she was
still too feeble to get up and bake any bread for our expedi-
tion. |

Both Dedu and his wife had developed a cold en route
and Saik Tau reported them as both having fevor now and
emlly unable to do any bread making,® Purther, the cassava
supplics were very low and the Taruma had carried with them
more or less everything that was about ripe and rcady for

cating. Thies left us in ‘rntl'wr'a quandary, as food wo must

have, to go forward to the Waiwal or even back whence we had
come. I sent Saik Tau back to the village next day with
orders to go" his people cut working somehow and to rustle
something in the way of foods  Two days of waiting produced
Ju-t- enough to keep us going and a surplus of 2 cakes of
bread and some 5 lbs of yams, _

It was no use lingering at this village, s0o I deecided
to move on and preferably in the direction of tho Waiwad.

Holf way as we now were to our objective, we'd be equally
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hungry going back as forward. As we might as well be hung
for a sheep as a lamb, the sooner we were on the road or
rather on the river the better, a decision heartily eondorsed
by Henry who had just hnd a most unenviable night with Kenaima,
Just actually what Kenaima is, is difficult to say
ond certainly mo Indian en tell you. It 1s an Evil Spirit
of kinds fhnt: may assume a tangible nnd conerete form or it may
be somo abstract idea as nebulous as the spirals in Orion.
Yot whatever form it may uiam, it is a Sdmething, which never
leaves the Indian free from fear for very long at any time,
when I say fear, I do not mean fear as it is applied to actual
danger to 1ife or limb in the every day life of the jungle.
Physieally, all Indians are brave s but it is a moral or mental
fear of lom dread influence outside physical conception, that,
ever lurking to cateh the uawary, nj in‘ a second, launch
some unseen and even unfelt blow that iill oulminnﬁe in deanth,
When it assumes a definite tangible form « that of o man = it
is generally some medicine man = Ph!.mn « who either talems
tho eredit of some one's death through miraculous methods, or
as ofton as not, on whom some other joalous piaimen hos cast
the blams for reasons of his own, In this form the Kenaima
can be dealt with and s the cause of most of the murders
amongst Indians, on the prineiple of an eye for an oye. 13
Very few deaths = except those from amallpox and accident =
are bolleved to be natural, It is tho work of Konaima, invi-
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siblo or otherwise, and whenever a medicine man beging to
take the eredit for death, or has the blame cast on him by
others, it is only a mattor of time before he mects a vieolent
doath.

But 1t 1s when Kenaima assumes an invisible, demen=
lacal essonce that cohstant nightmarish fear falls on the
Indian, a fear that makes him bar his door at the close of
day, that ix;dmal him to recognise its prescnce in every
| unusual sound at night, and wh!.c‘h, even by day, compels him
to walk in company with somedane < even a little child = as a -
protection and preventative.

In modern eivilized life there is few of us without
fear = not phyuicn]. foar, but 2 mental dread of something.
Why must ono throw split salt over the left shoulder, and why
the horror of many poople of anything eonnected with the
number 13? I don't know what are the fears of c¢hildhood
to=day, but when I was small, there was a Black Dog, the Man
of the Moon, the Bogey Man, and above all, ﬁn ever watehful
Devil of superhuman ability waiting to ecateh the child who
strayed from the narrow way as sct by the straight-laced grown
upse There was elso the fenr of the dark and many other
forms of the myasterious, =0 terribly real to the mind of the
child. ©No two children have the same fearsj they all aiffer.
One fears this, and nnbther fears that, and yet no child can
explain its peculiar fear and what farm it agsumes in its
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mind. REdueation, the logle of reason, and the modern
.nnnlysh of all phenomena to=day show the g-ﬁning child the
rﬁtility of such fears in many coses, but nearly elways,
carefully hidden from view, there remains some latent secret
dresd in most mims.

in comparigon, look at the Indian child of the
forestel Prom its first conscliousness of 1life it has the
dreaded Kenaima and 1t§ dire possibilities ever before it.
By night, o mother hﬁlhal her fretful baby by the threat
that Konaima will hear it. As the ehild grows older,
it hears its elders tolling of thies decth and that long
lihgering illnces all duo to Kenaima,  Many a night it has
lain boside a trembling mothor or fathor who has heard some
peculiar and unlmown noise outside the house.  Each child
as 1t grows, naturally tends to fear one asmet of Kenaima
more than another, but as amengst our m\children all are
slightly different. This is the rosson why no two grown
Indiens have exactly the same conception of what Konaima
iz, and cennot tel_.l you jJust what it j.-. Agoin they ean’
no more describe thelr feoar and the form it ossumes in their
minﬁ, than can cur own child, bence the impossibility of
arriving at a eclear conception of what econstitutes Kenaima,
Schools they heve none, end though they have a certain phile-
osophy, this comes later in 1life with responsibility and
deals generally with the basie principles of living and man®s
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attitude to his feollows. Thug the fear of youth continues,
unmodifled by education, reasoning ar analysis. in fact,

it rathor inereanses than othorwise with age, as each youth
arrives ant the time when the younger omes look to him for oral
teaching.

_ Amongst the Wapichamna there is one sound that invar-
iably presages & Kenaima in the vieinity. It iz the eall
of something in the night. What makes thie csll I have never
found but most Indians attribute it to one of the various
species of the Nightjar family of birds. Certainly it mowes
from place to place fairly mpidly' over elther water or land
indifferently and must be made by something in flight. The
Night Jar may be flushed amongest ite reeky home by day yet

the Indian shows no fear of 1it. Another variety that flits
around the Indian huts in the last dwindling moments of dush
is eagorly hunted and ghot by many who coneider its flesh a

. delicacy. Lot one igssue the dreaded ecall however and it is
enough to enforee instant silence in the most hilarious
gathering.

" In speaking of this poouliar soumd omitted by some
not very well mown cause I refer to the speelal dread,fear,
or Kenaima of the Waplchanna Tribe. Othor tribes have no fear
of this sound at all and eertain tribes do not believe in
- Kenaima, Each tribe has some peculisr sounll, however, the
origin of which is obscure or Ynknown, generally at night,
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and which, when heard, causes great fear. Even those tl".bo-l
who profess not to belleve in Kenalma have sounds that will
make them lie awake for hours with some form of arm; bow and
arrow, club or knife; in hand ready for defence. Every Tribe
fears the supernatural in some formm, it varios from tribe to
tribe, and I have yet to meet the ome who is completely free
from the mental dread or fear of something which even the ir
acuté powers of obiorvntzan has not been ibh to diagnose
satlafactarily. ot

Henry and I had been lying maybe an hour or so after
darimess had fallen on that last night at the Taruma landing |
when, down stream, we heard the dreaded call, I thought
Henry was asleep but a sibilant "Kenaima" showed he was awake.
This meant no more to me than the name of the latest ultra ray
in scionce end I was almoet asleep when Henry touched an.
The bird or whatever it ls had passed om up river and was now
ooming backe I hoard its cell jJust above us and then below
after passing, Henry was assured that the Kenaima had sensed
us in passing up and was now in search of vietims, but again I
went agleep. As usual I was awake with the first faint streaks
of padrly dawn, to find Henry sitting on guard, open eyed and
trembling, with my double barrel gun at full cock across his
Inee. In onswor to my inquiries I found he had not slept one
wink, but had sat up the whole night guarding me, * if you
Please = from some danger I lnew did not exist and of whioh




No eew 31

Henry had not the most elementary conception. "You are my
"Pownar" and the Boss of owr entire trite. How could I,

on my rotwn, explain mattors if a Konnim caught you when in
my charge?" was his way of putting it. I put full marks

to his crodit in my mental ledger as his good deod for the week
if not for the whole trip. _

It dia not tale many ninntu that morning to load up
our corial and weo wore Juat -tnrtlné when I found the Taruma
husband and son of the sick inmate of the village were coming
with us,. The father kmew the hilarious time he would have
1f only he could get to the Waiwal country along with the rest
of his tx?ibo. His wife was improving now and Providence had
sent Mr. & Mre. Dodu back, sick thomselves it is true, but
they'd be grand company for each other,’ I very much demurred
et his accompmmying us in view of owr moet inadequate supplies
of food and the fact that he had next to none for himself but
go he wou]d; - He got hig own corial ready, ﬁnd promising me
he would not expect any help from us, in fact he optimistically
showed how he might be of considerable help to ourselves, and
we left it at that and got a start.

Coming down the Knssikidju I had been stecring our
corial, Saik Tau pulling a paddle in the bow ond Henry amide
ghipes baling water whonow:_' any slopped in over the =lide.

Quite a few times on the fine open broad river Saik ’rnu‘had
‘requested me to go right close in against the bnﬁk on one side
“or the other and although I had done as he wished to some
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extent, ho had of ten favoured me with a glare over his shoulder
that I lmow meant something = probably some vague fear = but
with almost no food on board I was working on the definition
that a straight line between two given points (two bends of the
river in our case) was the quickest approach to new supplies
_of food, so did not bother to investigate or interrognto.

When we started up river, Sailk Tau took the steering
paddle while I did the baling, and I found him crooping along
80 close to the land at points as to interfore with progress.
Soon after passing beyond the mouth of the EKassikid ju, he ran
the bont on a bank end Jumped out. Here I found a large
trail ot through tle bush and Salk Tau said we had to cnz;ry
our corials and supplice overland to sgme peoint higher up.
with a deop, broad river in front of us I teld him this was
pure tommy=rot, even though I saw the Tarumas already en route
for the Waiwai had gone overland, so I put Henry to steer
and continued by river. In half an houwr we saw where the
Tnx;vma had re~1aun§lfxed their boats and I ealeulated it would
have taken us half a day to have used that portage. We
passed some half dozen maybe of similar portages, none of which
prosented the least difficulty by river, but I could see by
the ashy pale faces of owr Taruma friende that something was
wrong and that 1t was only fear of me that kepﬁ them to the
river. , _

Most Indians populate deep pools on every river with
fabulous momstors such as & Jjaguar, antbear, or other animals

with enormous strength and peculiar powers. I was subse=
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quently to learn that the Tarumas had such a creature in
quite twenty deep pools in their terﬂtory and which was lmown
by the name of Wanamari, This ereature had o huge body,
the slze and shape of which d1ffored aceording to tho various
deseriptions, but all accounts about its heed and hair co=
incided. Such head woas pmo»tioﬁily human and the hair, long
and flowing, was enough to hide the face and shoulders and
2ll parts of the body to the walst or more. The 15:_10mnt
voyager would drift alongside what appeared to be o blask
floating mass of tangled fore=zt wréolmsn until a pﬁir of iron-
strong arms shot out, seized the traveller and disappeatred.
with him in the depths below. At-other times when ballked
of human prey, the Wanamari would attack n pnssing eanoce even
Af close alongaide the bank, seize a good looking youth or
maiden and disappeanr, The areature might be either male or
female but vhichever it was, it always seizod o victim of the
opposite sex for its prey. On fine moonlight nighte the
Wenamard had o habit of sliding out on a roeck and singing in
e volee oqual to that of the best tribal vocalist, Deep down
in the bottom of the rivor, the Wanamari had a lovely house,
much finer and better than any of the Indians to which the
victim was carried. The vietims were mstillod there purely
for sexual intercourse but on no account were they ever allowed
to retwn to the surfaoce or to their tribe.

Most of the pools so inhabited were places where the
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creatuwre had been seen in good time to l_lllw escape but there
were some three or four pools where a definite seizure had
500:1 imown to ocowr, but were the accounts so given, wholly
triastwor thy?y In pragtieally otery river of the great
Amagon Forest we find vest numbers of electric eels, vnrying
in size from a youngster of , say, a foot in length to the
monster of some six feet long and gix inches dlameter. I
have oxperi.uant'od with a baby ong and got a real sharp elee=
tric shock for my trouble, but I have nover dared monkey with
a really large fellow ns all Indians gay thoy can elther kill
by a discharge or at least cause mc@eimncsl.

There are many unexplained deaths on all these
forest rivers from drowning whieh I unhesitatingly attribute
to an attack and shock from an electric ecel. One comes read-
1ly to mind = the disappearsnce of a man I lmew woll, popu=
larly mown as Jack. Jack wag an exceedingly powerful
swimmer and absolutely fearless either by land or water,.
flc was located up one of those forest rivers, and decided one
afternoon to pay a visit aeross the river = some 400 yds wide
axd which he often used to cross by swimming. This day
however he chose to go over by corial and took with him as
agsistant one of the mon working under him, Once necross
the river theﬁ' lingered and 1t was about 9,30 pem, when Jupk
and his campanion.stopped into their beat and left, In a

 few moments the bont grounded on the home shoare.  The m§n s the L
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jumped ashore, when to hie hcu'rot\, he found Joek had dis=
appeared. An elarm was miaed. anry possible boat put

out to soareh, but J:.ck hag ne”wor beon ‘seen since. A very
strict Invoatiantiq was beld, ):m.t lrif:h no succoss. Jack
was vory popular with thosc wndes hi- nnl with all the neigh+
bours. A drink or two was ndn!.ttod, buj;,_evory e SWore
Jack had not bgen drunlk, His cmmnlml-.iagittm having felt
_the boat rock and that for about half way L%'vor the river he had
been steoring by the bow, but attached no ﬂhbartnnee to the

- movement, nor had he any cause for wishing rl:o ~do Jack any harm,
A fight in crossing was ruled out as Jack Iéu far the bigger
and -trcmger man, as alse the faet that an{y utrus_gh would
have sunk the tiny corial when both wculd ‘have had to gewim for
it. Invostigation of Jackte books and aorro-panoim ghowed
no cauge for worry: he waes doing well rimmoiully, :wt he
mystoeriously disappeared for ever, by no lcnwn‘ cause m& for
no knmown reason, a lamentably lame oxphmntllm which wnn all

A
that eould be sent to his relatives ont-moq. {‘I ly om bpman

is thot Jack, in paddling over, dipped his . lonr hnnd lfl \tho
water and that an ireate oleetric eel touched htn ﬁth u\ dis=
charge that knocked him unconscious, whereupon he qlunpo? over
the side amd was drowned. The river was swift rlwins and
a fow hundred yards lower down intercepted by a mass of
boulders amongst which the body eould become antnnglo& and

h§ld indefinitely. 1
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There are times whon the electrie eel will charge at
anything that ﬂhturb- them, A2 a rule they deposit their
young in a hp]e in a muddy bank or a secluded spot amongst
the boulders of the bed or aidé' of the river. The parents
éunrd this nest until the young can fond far thomselves and at
guch a time 'nx‘e exceedingly fiorce as I hanve seen my boys test
out by poking a long dry pole into the water in the vielnity,
when the cels would at onco rush up and discharge their current
against the offender. The pole being dry did not of cowrse
oimve'y cln-_rori: to the Indian and he remained safe.

During the hundred of years the Tarumas have occupled
the Upper Essequebo in which are thousands and thousards ocl"
these eels, it 1s quite within the bounde of possibility that
ong or two may have been shoeked when they dipped 2 hand in
the river on a sizzlingly hat day while travelling about in
thelr corials. xr the brute was large enough the Indilan,
lmocked uneomol.ol:lw » Would naturally fall sideways into the -
water without even a ery and be drowned before consclousness
returned. Tle othor Indians, scared to death, would sece tlio
hand of the dread Warameri in the ocewrrence and would pull
away from the scene to secure their own safety. |

The Warmmarl of tle Taruma is practically the' "Mermaid"

of the ancilent mariner, but it 1s strange to find that this
myth amongst an inland people who are isolated from the coast
by chain after chain of huge catarncts, absolutely impossible

to their frail corials ard who have no kmown conncetion or
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trade oxcept overland with the adjocent tribes.

I met a similar sort of myth in the Rio Branco in
Brazil but ln.'thia.case it was a fabulous Jaguar who had o
gimilar home' and swroundings in the depth of a well lmown pool,

A batch of students from the Golleges in Manace returned
- to the Rio Branco to spend tho long vacation in thoir own homos.
As arranged, they all met at the mouth of the Uraricoliera River
.m a cortain day to board the stommer next morning which was to
carry themr back tb the City. Towards evening they all indulged
in a bath in the z?lvor. They were all exeellaht swimmers but
ong youth suddenly dl;nppenred and hag never again been soen.
Thia youth was the only son of highly reipootpd and well educated
‘parents = tho father being a retired Captain of the Army,
Naturally they were heart broken, and used every means to recover
thelr aon,-it not alive, at least his body for descent intorment.
They caliéd in a local Medlcine man = a Macussi Indian plaiman -
and this man, mmongst other wonderful things, promised to go
~down into the dppth of the pool in Spirit and scareh for the
7Quth. A seance wagz arranged ong ovening gnd after a few hours
of atbbérhh and tricks the Plaiman I.nformad the parents he had
been undor tho pool, had talked with the eaptor and actually
met their lost sen. AN cnormous jaguar had cought the boy
and carried him down to a lovely house far grander and larger
than eny in the district. He had spoken with the lad _who had
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gald he was well in health, perfoectly happy and woll cared far
and that his parents must not grieve or rorry.: '

of cowrse tho‘ Piaiman had te be well paild for this
information nnd he' wag given a house tb live in as tho mother
wanted frequent news of the lad, Scances were conducted
twice or thriéo a wock at which additional news wore doled out
resnrc_ﬂ.ns the ladVs welfare = bneh of eourse paid for elther
in cash or kind, Thon the wother grow impatient and must
gseo hor son and she demanded thnf the Piaiman effect his relensec.
0f course that could te dome but it would require a very lar ge
paymenti These soances were kept going fo meny weeks without
any tangible results - if we except the Plaimants steadily '
1ncfenl.1;l13 demand < but eventuanlly cmd:aonae- overeame credu=
lity and the !.mpoater. Phaiman was kiolcb.d out = he had care=
fully sent his bnégnge on nheadll '
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Yarns by the River-side.

Our two new Taruma adherente were not much te look
ate The boy can be promptly dismissed as he was nct of an
age to be of much use excépt as an onlooker, which he sure
was. The father was a short, squat and rether fat Indlan,

He had an almost circular face, like a full moon, and 'nl-o-t
as equally indefinite features. His hair stuck out at right
angles overywhere to the plane of his head and he really was

a first claoss oversize golliwog.  He wae known even in the
most chaste socicty eirecles by the name of Mabba Tiu (Mabba -
Bee, and Tiu = Penis) but as he was to save my life before the
sun set, I became more than convinced that a rese would smell
just as sweet under any other name and that appearances are
often deceptive. He and his boy gave no trouble. Thoy had
" enly enough food with them to have served for a meal for two
sparrows, but with true aboriginal stoleisihn he took a drink of
ereek water when meal time came r?und and carried on with a
smile. His baggage was tho lowest limit; a string hammock =
weight about 1 1b = in which father and son slept together,
and a small square basket in which he carried everything he
possessed, either far personal use, adornment or trade when he
got amongst the Waiwail. Their drong wag equally seanty, |
being confined to a cotton string round the walst, through whiech,
fore and aft, they had strung o dirty piece of cloth as a lap,

s
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Beads or ernament.they had none, and their outfit would have
been dear at half a crown.

About 9 a.m, io earie in sight of an Indian settle~
ment, but when we were within a couple of hundred yards of the
landing, we found a handful of dried grase and leaves, tied to
a prominent branch of a tree = an infallible sign on any river
that the landing and settlement is tabu, We crossed thQ river
in respect to the custom, and noted a little higher up river
a similor sign té warn any possible down river travellers.

These tabu signs generally mean that the death of a
prominent person has oecurred in the village, which has been
abaﬁmd. Disregard of the tabu sign may lead to some very
gruesome findings and sights.  If a child or unimportant per-
son dioq, they are buried in the forests somewhere, and though
the house may be vacated for some weeks or even months, no tabu
sign is hung up, as the ainors will come back to live there
again. Should a prominent man or woman die, a shallow grave
is dug under the hammock in whiech rests the .dead person. Two
people, armed with sharp kaives or -outlnnea, station themselves
at each end of the hammock and on an agreed signal simultaneously
glash the supporting ropes, when the body drops into the grave.
A little earth may be thrown over the body, or it may only have
a couple of palm leaves as a covering, or again it may be left
Just as it fell, uncovered. - In some cases the body 1s just
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left in the hammock. Rarely = very rarely = the sick person
may be abandoned before death takes place, but in all such
cases, hope of recovery has been abandoned, and lingering coma
of several days' duration has worn out and the nerves or the
patience and better feelings of the other inmates.

One of my very first experiences amongst the Savennah
Indians was the sight of a house, in the approach to which had
been placed the usual tabu sign. I mande some enquiries and
found the house belanged to an Indian who had a large family,
Their eldest son, not long entered manheod « probably 17 to 20
years of ago‘ = foll sick. They called in several of the tribal
medicine men and did all they could for the boy without any
results. His malady seemod of a long 11ngor1n§ nature, as he
was 11l for some monthu-. In the end unconsciocusness or coma
get in, Every member of the family plied the siek youth with
something to drink or eat as il. usual, and getting neo response,
decided the sick man must die. After about a week of this,
the faother decided to leave the place, so orders were given to
" pack up everything and abanden the house. " Before going, the
father and mother lowered the youth's hammock to within an inch
or so of the ground. Then they placed a gourd full of water
on ene gide of the boy within easy reach of his hand, and a
1ittle pile of cassava bread on hig other side. They blocked
up the doors, hung up the tabu signs, and loft the district.
It was over a year before the father pmssed thnt way ageln,
when he 1it a mateh and burned the howe to the ground. The
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father and mother were most highly respected Indiang and I have
gspent many agreeable hours listening to the fatherts stories

of experiences, his myths and oral treditions, of which he
possessed a unique collection. He told me of his son's
death as I outline it, and though it was years afterwards, he
broke down and sobbed like a child. Truly it is wise to give
full respect to the Indian tabu signl

Paddling along, I was able to shoot a small bn-h-horg‘
in mid afternoon which we put in Mabba Tiu's corial as he had
practically no load. = About 4.30 p.m. we came to an Indian
settlement, uninhabited of course, as everybody had gone off
to vislit the Waiwai. It was early to go into camp, but the
site wae 20 1ldeal that we declded to spend the night there,
prineipally on the chance of rooting up something to stave off
hunger on the journey ahead.

The settloment consisted of three small, cirecular,
b§e-h1vo houses built about 100 yds ﬁom the river. A lovely
drive about 30 feet wide had been eut from the river to the
houses and this was now a carpet of green grass. The landing
itself was a series of flet rocks, lovel with the forest bank
and jutting some way out into the river. The river, now falrly
dry and some 12 or 15 ft below these rocks, formed a deep black
pool in froent, while on one side was a tiny bay in which floated
our two corials, A series of steps cut in the pérpepdieular
earthern bank at the same place, made access to the river and
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corigls falrly easy.

Mabba Tiu and his boy, on landing, were given the job
of making a big fire and ﬁroparms the hog for cooking. A
bush hog 1s covered with a dense growth of bristles which must
bo removed before it is prepared for food. Tho head &8 cut
off, the entrails removed and the carecass divided into four
quarters. Each part is then held over a bright flaming fire
t1ll all the bristles are singed or burned off, when every
part of skin while still hot 13 carefully seraped with a sharp
inife to remove all dirt, etes., just as is done with the pig
of eiviligation, after which it is cut up into convenient Jjunks
for boiling in a pot or roasting on a woodon spit over the
fire. | | _

Loaving Mabba Tiu busy on this job, the rest of us
carried owr belongings up to the sottlement, tied up the ham= 7
mocks and went off through the large fleld just bohind, to
investigate the food poseibilities. The settlement was quite
new howevere. It belonged to .tha people from the "tabu village"
and had only been planted a fow months, and nothing was as yet
far enough advanced tb be of any use as food. I folt a good
- bath was indicated, so kaving my two boys to do a scrounge
in thelr own way, made off to the landing. |

I soon chose & nice rock and began undressing. I
had just got to that unenviable poeition with a damp elinging
ghirt whon the head is imprisoned, when I heard a violent erup~-
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tion of Taruma language. Emerging, I found o¢ld Mabba 'r:lu‘ ges~
ticulating violently and talking exeitedly. However, I wanted
o bath badly and was on the point of jumping off my rock when
the old bey jumped over and selzed my arm in a veritable vice.
He pointed to the water, swung hig free hand around in ecirecles
and kept up a rapid fire of "Inje, inja, inja". I scarcely
lmew any Turm; but I did kmow that "Inja" meant "No" or "Not".
The negative in most aboriginal languages may take én any

shade of meaning according to the tone in which it is uttered
and as the old boy's tone indicated e vbry declided negative

I thought it best to walt a little. Still daneing like a

cat on hot bricks, he lot out his tribal yell, and presently -
Saeik Tau came tearing down to us. "Boss, you mustn't bathe
thore" he yolled. "And why can't I bntho where I jolly well
please?” I enquired. "Snakes, ennkes, camoodie", was his
answer. "Your grandmothor's spinster aunt", I retorted, and
gezing earefully all around enquired "Where are the snakes?"
"Where have you been washing that heg? inguired .Snlk Tau of

the other Toruma. '_'R:l.ght tﬁere", was the reply, as he pointed
to another and elightly lower roeck within a few foet of ma‘.
Grabbing the entrailes, Sailk Tau advanced and flung them in the
water at our feect. They had searecely struck i:ho river when
the heand of a huge camoodi or boa constrictor appeared, and

in a second, his body was wound in several circles round the

- offal, Just a tick too late, a socond camoodi appeared, when
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he started to wrap himself round the first one. ‘Two aglitated

heads and frantic tails lashed the water for a moment or so, !
then the squirming mass sank slowly from view. I then realised 1
the cause of the old Indian's exsitement, and shuddered to think

wvhat would have hnpponéd to me had I dived off that roekl

Qur new recruit had of course soen the eamoodies when washing |
the hog meat and knew what would happen if I bathed at prace

tically the same lpot; I vlms then shown the bathing pool pro=

I
!
per = & shallow basin amengst the roecks on one side, with a !
C - |
tiny ohannel on two sides to allow a steady flow of clean, pure, |
' I

river water.

A wild hog is rather more than sufficient for 6 people I
at normal times, but we'd been on short commons for some time ‘
now, and I knew that my men were really hungry. Further,

when food iz plentiful, I lkmew the Ah:ﬂhns' capacity of almost

unlimited gorging on occasions. The hoa}vu mine by reason of |
my having shot it, and therefore I could have withheld it |
completely or divided it as I liked mﬁmgtt my men, but I felt

sure in such a lonely river, game would not be -hf and a fresh

-uppi_y would be shot as we went along, After his having prac-

tieally saved my life, I invited Mabba Tiu and his bey to join

us at dinner, and in half an hour; pruot.tcally all the hog was

eaten., What remained was put back on the fire to boil til].-

about 9 pem., when after a 3 hours' rest, my boys turned to

for o second feed. When I woke in the morning, every bit of

"hog meat had diuﬁpenrod s Oxcept a fow b'anal which had been

g0 gnawed and sucked that no self respeceting dog would have
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wagged a tail at them.

Saik Tau told me that the Taruma, by m‘oferonce;, built
their home nlongsldo.n pool that eontained a camoedi or two.
The Taruma did not be belleve in Kenaima like the Wapichanna,
Only two broken paths led into thelr tarritorj, ong from the Wai-
wai, the other from the Wapichan country, and as both roads had
to finish over water, no danger could arrive overland. The
camoodies were looked on as natural ﬁroteotorn by water, as all
offal from game, scales of fish, ete., were thrown in the river
and the boas would naturally protect those who weré go kind to
them. Thero is very little offal from any game, when a hungry
erowd of Indians and a more ravenous crowd of dogs have finilhod
with it, however large, and I am afraid the boas' share would not
keep him alive very long, if he depended mw§ on the dole than
his own exertions, yet I have seen the Tarumas, in a gencrous mood,
throw a falr iiged piéoo of game to thoir. so=ealled protectors.

I was in later years to‘mnlm a number of Jjourneys to er
through the Taruma country, and it was only then that I learnt
the respect and ¢ ven revercnce #coordod to the camoodl by every
Taruma in the country. I made two or threé Journeys dowm the
Kuduwini, about 50 miles to the North, o. river parallel to the
Kossikidju, and also a branch of the Essequebo. It crawls slowly
_along a large, flat, nearly l_evol basin, and wln&- end twists
around in a way that makes for double the time taken on the Kassi-
kid ju. It 1s very deep and slugglsh, rarely showing any per+
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ceptible ecurrent and therefore an ideal home for the water
variety of boa constrictor. On one occasion, I was meking -an
cconomic survey of the adjacent forests for a Duteh Company

and had with me only someo half dozen Tarume boys. I was deter<
mined to shoot a large camoodie if I cnme across one, and when
an opportunity ocourred s I picked up my gun, whereupon Salk

Tau twned round in tho corlal, dropped on his lnees before me,
and soillxig the muzzle of my gun, delibverately refused to let

me fire, begging me —m real carngst not even to attempt to kill
one, lost tho hordes that infest that river should retaliate and
kill the Taruma. - ‘

Heo told me a ltoi-y of how the chief at the present time
was elccted to the position. I came to lmow this chief wellj
his name was "Bush Deer"; an old, almest doddering gentleman,
who must have been over 70‘'years of age. When "Bush Deer" |
waos quite a young man, the tribe was ruled by & men who through
age was losing his personality, viril!.ty and possibly his
poweore of observation. In nny:cnse, e big tribal fish polson-
ing was staged by the old ma, which, in spite of all the custom=
ary performances and rdtual, proved a complete fallure.

"Bush Deer" stepped out and ordered the whole tribe to retire
into the forest. He enjoined complete abstinence from food,
soxual intercourse, hunting and killing of any game, until he
had secured the consent of the cnmood_l. to & new poisoning match.

| For two nights and a day he was said to have spent his whole time
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offering gifts to the aggrieved snake and begging assent to
try again successfully. On the morning of the third day,
"Bush Deer" summoned the tribe and gave orders just how and
where the polsoning was to be done. Tho results were the
biggest bag of fish I.n the menm of any Taruma, and this was
accopted as an indisputable fact of the fnvour the youth had
found with the' camoodl. The o0ld chief promptly vacated the
chieftainehip, and ".Bulh Deer" reigned indisputed in his atond ,7
a post he must have held for close on 50 years until his death
~ somewhere &round 1910,

In 1913, I was conducting a scientific expeditim
down tho; Kuduwini River to the Waiwal, accompanied by about
20 of my Wapichanna boys and of course, my interpreter Saik
Tau, and a younger brothor. The white men in the purt'y were
very kcen to kill one or two of these huge boas, which we mt
at every bnad and turn of the river, I always respect the
traditions, prejudices and even fads of the Indians, but as the
men were Wapichanna, I didn't see why e snake or two should
not be shot. | Two rnrirly big snalkes were shot in succession
uherm._lpcn my boys pulled inte the bank and told me that, out
- of deference to Taruma opinién or prejudice, if a single other
camoodi was shot, they would abandon the expedition and go
home overland through the forest. Needless to say there
wore no lnukél shot, but that 1s the only instance in well over
20 years' céntinuous contact with and employment of aboriginals
that a single Indian threatened tp leave me. It was all the
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more strange in that my Wapichanna boys when at home shot émn
sight overy camoodi that they met. I have frequently been
along the Kuduwini River by lani‘ on its upper reaches with Wapi-~
channa and seen them come racing back to me with the news of
a hugo‘ boa lying basking somewhere, and a request to come and
ghoot 1t. The Wapichanna love to make belts, bags, and other
ornaments of the skin of the water camoedi, yet herc they wero
prepared to abandon me in the forest out of deference to opinions
held by another tribe in whose territary they now were travel-
ling. Thelr attitude gnve me a now side light on ttwif in~-
nate courtesy and desire to please.

On one occasion I travelled up the Kuduwini River in
o nmalllloorinl during the dry season, somewhere around Feb-
ruary. This would appear to be the breeding season, and prace-
tically the whole way up the 150 mi‘les‘ of navigable wator,
every available alopi:ig bank held two or more of these huge
snakess X must have passed inmdrodn,— huge monsters of 20 feet
or more and stout in propcrtlﬁt. Those were found always
near gnarled tree roots amengst which they deposit thelr eggs
and lie up on guards I hated passing these brutes, as un=
doubtedly theyl are exccadingix pﬁerm and dangerous. I have
lost mny.valunble dogs thrémgh them, Crossing the savannahs,
a dog suffers badly beth from direct &nt from above, and radia-
tion from the ground, and consequently they race ahead to a
water hole and plunge in. :
| Most dugs soon develop tm greatest respect in
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entering waters If you are bathing, and lie quiet as a dog
approaches the side and then 31§o a flirt with the hnnd,- it 1s
amuging to watch the stoutest hearted dog beat & hasty rotreat
in abjeot tei'rlor. A burning t_lﬁrlt and intense exhaustion
makes him forget the dangorjy he rushes into the water :or
relief, when before he oven lnows what is happening the camoodi
has thrown eo!.i after coll r-mmd‘-hia bed:.-nd he is crushed
to a pulp. Time after time, I have henrd a yelp, rushed up
to discharge a shot in the boa's head, but invariably too late.
The Indiane all declare if a snake attacks you, the
only dofon‘cﬁ is ﬁo grab the brute by the eyes and farce a thumb
and fingers into each socket. I have only known one man to
be attacked = a Brazilian friond of mine. | He was ontering a
river when a boa seized his thigh in 1ts mouth, the favourite
position before beginning its enqiéelins movement. He saw the
snake as it struek, lunedintoi'y cgught it by the eyes and }1106
So Seld B tedme - T has Pulls geees cattle killed by boas.
Once, in Taruma country, we found half a dead snake lying in
the forest close to water and my boys after reading the .-m
reconstructed the story. A tapir on entering the river had
been seized, but for some reason thb snalee had not got a correct
hold. The tapir dashed back into the forest, when the boa
bogan to wave his tail to and fro in the hopes of finding an
arnichor. Pre&ontly, he hooked round a tree, but the tapir
weighing 1000 1bs or so, was in terrified motiom and the sudden
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jar broke the snake in tﬁo. I give you thelr deductions e
they gove them to me. I certainly saw one half of n putrefying
ennke and the tracks of a desperate tapir nearby.

I was one dnyli/in Savannah country, hunting Jjaguars
and on cireling a smu}j lake for spoor, I found tracks of o
bull coming out of tl}zo hter, indieating great terrer and the
desperate need of hmzte* Following up the deep imprints of
the hoofs for some, 50 ydnp s I came nerose a dead camoodi of
gomec 20 ft :ln hngth. '\i'\ho trnaody was 038117 reconstructed.
The animal had gone to driglk, when the reptile fastened on the
bullts hond, and procoeded\to ¢oil round his head and neck, but
he must hnve made a miatake \}.n caleulation, The bull was now
tearing over the savannah, tt\x‘c lnako colling and somehow missing
the mark. 1In one of his lunsdl\ronmrd the bull had put a
forefoot on a part of tho anako\ aiﬂ its body hit the ground,

The snake must have had a coﬂl \quw the point of the bull's
shnrp horn at that matmt. Polr a) small part of a second, the
bullts hoof pinned the,f snnlce gtat; oLmry underfoot but the bull!._
head kept going with ’/thc result tﬁm the horn entered the
gnake's body and ripped a two rooﬁ tear in the reptile, when

he had drepped in agqny and dled. | m bull escaped.

There are m{rvellous storips _the great length of
these reptilos. Thare is ono in n"publl\o institution in Brazil
almost 50 ft long but\ 1t is two ukinp benutimlly gewn to-
gether. 4n entorprizlxing joumlist 1n thﬂp Madeira Mamorrea

V!
\
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District on the borders of Bolivia found ene of a little over
70 £t in length. Unfortunately he had mne presorvative, and
the distance to civilization too far for him %o bring out a
single bone or the skin of the reptile. However in a book
ho wrote, he describes his cotech, backed by a phote of the
track made by the snake whon progrossing over a sand bank, It
was unfortunate for the gentloman's veracity that I met the man
who rolled the barrel of beer across that sand-bank prior te
the photograph being talken}

The average big caméodi runs between 18 to 24 feot
in length, I have shot many that would fit into those measure~
ments. A fow oxceptions run to 25 or even 30 £t but I have
only _ld.lled one that scaled the last length. Mind you, on
the same principle as tho angler's lost fish, I've ﬁeen aome
whoppers, almost the length of Floot Streect, but I did not shoot
these = out of deference to Indian pre judicel

We took five days to ascend the Essequobe, during
whigh t;.:ne we nover had a square menl, except when we ate that
hg. We stopped to hunt hore and there at approved points
as indicated by owr Tarumas, but never once were we successful.
We :ot- night~lines and {ished assiduously with wery little
results, I found it was no use fishing while going against
the current for the fish all fled before _the agitntim ot the
water from our paddles in breasting the stream, We had to
stay quiet for some half hour and then drift no.tsolouiy,
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motionlessly down gtream when we could land a number of nice
8ix inch fish, In this way, we: would dprift ‘down a mile or
two, and had just so much more river to cﬁer again, 1.'111:I
would prolong our Jjousney indefinitely and so we gave it up.
Wo had divided our food equally amongst all hands. Origi=
nally, we had only enocugh supplies for ane day, s0 we were not
Vgotting fat on the trip. How 1 ﬁle‘sqed,'my thoughtlessness
in allowing that hog to be ontirely devoured in one evening,
but it wasn't any use eprying over spilt milk, Fortunately,
we had plenty of water and didn't gpare it.

The Essequebo wae grndunll# growing smaller and
becoming a ereek in place of a rivers Eventually, we entered
a tributary on the east bank and after half a day's paddlﬁl,
we arrived at a landing at whieh wero tled up some 40 corials =
the flect in whigh the Tarumas had asoended the river. We ate
the very last erumbs of food, packed ﬁp our loads and alépt,
to be In readiness for an early start overland in the early
hours of the meorning.

These Taruma corlals were articles of grace and beauty,
equal _tb any I have évor seen anywhere om the tidal parts of
the many rivers that end in fho Atlantiec, and where, with easy
access to every varlety of tool, education and progress and
gtrict supervisicn by experionced‘buzlldern, cne naturally
expects the best, ‘The Taruma boats were far ahead of those
of any of the other inland aborigines that I have mot, yet the
tribe was complotely isolated from education, supervision or
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progress. The Taruma had very few implements of iran, yet
their eraft had every minute detail as found in the corials
made by the Arawaks = the best corial builders of British Guiana,
In making a corial or dugout, the Tarums fell a tree,
and junk out a section of the trunk of the length required.
They strip off the bark and the white outer sap wood. As a
rule, it ie left to semson for a year or two, and they may
Just fell it and leave the bark and white wood to rot off.,
The hard inner wood is then ecut down for about one fourth aleng
the Sop of the leg te & level line. A grecve an inch oy twe
decp may be also eut 'ulcng this lquni'od part and a fire' etarted.
The women and children can keep the fire going, while the man
is away hunting or doing other duties. After considerable
charring has commenced the fire is put out and the brittle |
burned part dug away. More fire is applied, and again move
digging out eof the burned parts. These operations continue
alternately until they get a deep hollow dug teo the shape they
require. Towards the glose of these operations the man
attends to the buyrning himself, as the charring may ,not have
been equal, whereupen he directs the fire by blowing through a
wooden tube.  Onee he has got the ingide of the craft made
to his fancy, he shapes the outlide = bow and stern = with
axe and outlass and the corial is launched. Few of them
try to apread the beam nmah, as such an operation is uncer=
‘tu:ln. It may eause & eplit or upset the balance.
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Such axes or cutlasses as the Taruma posscssod
nntun;lx became blqnted- very quickly. I hawe oxamined these
tools and it is a little short of marvellous how they fashioned
thelr cerials with thom.  The genmeral rock of tholr comtry
is olther granite or gnelss which is of no use in sharpenﬁng
tools, but they lmow of an outerop of schistese rock which
answered the purpose.  Perlodical excwrsions were made to
this dopqeit when an allround supply was brought back, Prac=
tically evei'y hut had a pleee of this rock, and it was instruce-
tj.ve to sec a2 man gitting with one patiently rubbing an axe |

on it for o whole day or more te get an edge back on the blunt

tool.

| Sometimes, a corial develops a hole, through a feult
in the wood. The Indlan then gets a fine bomboo tube and
‘by selecting a certain, peculiar, l’wut"p:‘l'oduoﬂng quality of
wood, he, by a skilful application of the breath through the
tube, burng a hole through the corlal. After making 4 or 6
holes about the sgize of an ordinary lead peneil, he fits a
pieﬁo of timber to cover the whole, and using sclected limnas
or bushrope lashes it securely by passing the slender lians
through théo holes, Thits you get a eraft with not a serap
of iron in 1it,

These craft have no seats to accommodate pnaaenmra
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carapace of the land turtle is used. These they carry along
with thom, They place them in the corial in a sultable posi-
tion, pick up their paddle and are off,. I found every married
man in the tribe had a corial as aiso prnctlonily every boy
over 12 yénrn of ago. The Taruma seldem go for afield in

the forests. m river is at once their main souree of live~
1ihood and their highway., I have nover seen two villages

even if only a mile npar't, connected by a path, They live
‘largely on ,f.t-_h caught eithor by hook or bow and arrow. They
therefore mtr have plenty of corials as every man has to support
his wife .nnd children, while the youth cannct wery well got
married, unlese he poascsses the neceluary corial in which to
move about, and with which to provide food,

One would naturally think a corial must be of ecnsiderable
value, but I had no difficulty in buying omo or two when I wanted
them, The price was invariably a new axe, and once a knife
extra was asked for. It was p'ntlhat.‘..c‘ fo see tho Joy and dollgh§
of the lucky salesman as ho rorndldd his brand new shining axe
fresh from its oiled wrapper. All axes, till my first excursion,
had come via the Wapichanna In barter, and had as often as not, |
8een good hard service already, or at best through carecless
:handlina and neglect lhnd long since gone red with rust.




NO eee 57

In the Forosts and Jungle.

We were awake with the sparrows noxt morning. There
was nothing te ecat, but each of my men asked for a teaspoonful
of selt which they premptly dissolved in a small calabash of
water and drank. I don't Imow, if in their opinion, the
salt added to the palatability of the cool rdver woter or supplied
more vitamins and nutriment as reoquired by the human body, but
acting on thelr advice I trled it mvxalf; without any notice~
able diminution of the definitely annoving twinges of pain under
my belt. We Ald have tobacco and after a good smoke (all
round ) we shouldered our various loads end set off through the
forest.

Juzt how far it was to the Waiwai country, I had neo
idea. Saik Tau had been there repeatedly and his list of
gleeping camps varied from something in the teens to a2 number
quite beyond his knowledge of arithmetic, which actually was
only aceﬁrato while he confined hie caleulations teo his combined
fingers and toes. Most unsophlsticated Indiane travel very
slowlye They may start off at sun up, but they dawdle along;
the men in front stepping as gingerly as a cat on hot bricks
g0 ag not to make the least naisé, or attract the notice of
any game by rapid motionj the women In the rear with the bables,
the baggage and the dogs. Everything is noted en route, stops
made to colleet even the smallest and most uninviting fruits,
while edible rooti are dug up, and gome shot,.
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After doing some three to five miles, a nice flowing
ereck is met and it is time for breakfast, or, falling am
- adoquate supply of food, it ia‘an excellent place to hunt,
It is almost & cinch that some of the women are overloaded
and feel tired, or ene may have stepped on a thoran and it is
hurting. Any exeuse will scrve and they go ihto camp for
the night. Thusg in unlnmown forest eauntry you never know Jjust
what distance is meant by a day's walk to camp. I was onee
croseing between two rivers during the dry season, and the wen
assured me that no water would be met on the journey, but it
could be done in a day = early start, good walking and a late
arrival, We started Just as soon as we could see the trail
in the forest., I put a good man & knew well in front, with
myself next. Vo stopped for a couple of smokes only during
the day, yet it wes quite dark (7 pe.m,) when we made the river.
Somg of my men got in at 10 p.ms. by the help of a flaming
resin toreh, but three couldn't make it and joined us next
morning rather late.
Ooften you make camp in a couple of hours of travel
and you fret and fume, "Why can't we make the next staget"
I wag oreo hending for the source of the Oyapok, the boundary
between Brazil and French CGuisna. Actually, I wae on the
gmall branches of some of the tributaries of the Trombetas
and about due South of the source of the Courantyne River, when
I came to an Indian village at whieh I found a matter of 40 -
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50 visiting Indlans, whose home was somewhere considerably
nearcer to my objective. I had to epend a woek in the
village getting hold of a few neocessary words of thelr language
and asquiring thelr confidence. When we cventually started,
I found the firsf: canp little ovor three miles awny, and a fter
breakfast, I jollied the o0ld chicf into doing o second stage
before night, making not more than ten miles all told on a
rather winding path, with a fair amount of banter, flattery,
and a Judicloue present of a few fish hooks, I got my caravan
to do a double stage the seeond day, possibly another 10 miles
at most, but the third morning "Nothing doing". The old chief
lay rolled in his hammock and gravely explained how we hed
overshot the customary daily stage of travel by his tribe,

ond that he had left hie shadow behind and he muat wait till

it caught up to himl Walt we 4id, too, for a whole day and.
two nights, till his beastly "shadow" arrived and he was fi¢
again,

Kothing ean be more annoying te the man from overseas
than this hadbit of lci.shrely travel, yet why shouldn't the
lndiaxi trovel ag slowly as he 1ikeaé From time immemorial
has not his tribe taken a gortain time to do a certain jJjourney?
He must miss nothing that will add to the geherally alen&arA
gupplios of food ho has with him, or something that will tickle
his palate, or that of those dependent on him, It may be
a fruit in geason or Just a few berries, but nature is not

too bountiful in these forosts, so why should he deny himself
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any pleasure, when he knows quite well that even with luck it
will be a full year before the season of bearing-for that parti-
cular fruit comes round again., Many of these frults scarcely
deserve the name. Onz ig composed of a tough skin with a
hard stone inside, but there is & pronounced flavour that the
Indian loves, so he climbs the trec, throws down the frult and
glts contontedly sucking for half an hour, to the white man's
bewildorment and annoyance.

The Indian has no train to cateh, and if he did have,
would not that same trein run to-mprrow, or next week, or next
year?  Actually he is heading for hmeﬂ),, eventually,where, once
back, he lmows there are my»amarn of work to be done. A
viglt means a holiday with other people to do the worrying,
cooking and providing. He does not pay cash as does his
civilized prototype for his entertainment, or hie boord and
lodging, but he does bfing along something to barter, or in
payment for goods received. At the worst, ho brings in nows
from outsidej informetion as to the health of other villagers,
the tale of birth, marriage and death, or at least, the stirring
tale of success in the hunt or adventure in the fométu A
visit is a Boliday to be kept going to the last poss’ible mement .
Ho has had, and iz having & most enjoyable time, and he ’doeanti
want to gei: boeck to harness any faster than is nocessary.
"Amoanhana", he says, "po-moyrrow the sun will rise"!

Onee we got on the road we weren't wasting time. We
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had no food, and though we were on the 'qui vive' for anything
in the line of game, I wasn't prepared to spend half a day
hunting for something which would probably elude us eventuanlly. ‘
The men were perfcetly eontented to go ahead, I had given the
orders with quite lueid explanatione and these they were pi'e* .
pared to carry out.

We were travelling over country that was about dead
flat, with dense bush and jungle on either side which narrowed
the view to & variable distance of a foot or so, to some 5 or
6 yapds at points of less growth.  Ahead of us lay a winding,
narrow trail, cut or rather cleared, for it was a recognised
route used once or twice @ year, by the Tarumas ahead. It
was just wide enough to give clearance to the passage of the
human persom = o tunnel, some 18 inches wide and 4 feet high,
cut through the tropical tangle of sapling, branch and vine.
The ground wae littered with dead branches, debris, and tahgled
1ianas or bushrope over which we stepped carefully to aveid a
falle The roof was low, a mass of cut bram hes, anll more
bush ropes.

Walking such a trall is by no means oaay. You've
got to keep one eye glued on the ground to note where to piaee
your next step, so that you don't put your foot in a hole,
hit it agoinst a projecting stump or dead braneh, or cateh your
toe in o tough string-like vine which would send you sprawling.

You've got to keep one eye on the roof, where you meot almost
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identieal dangors, dead branches, cut stumps and bushropen,
all of which you have to dodge and duck, otherwise you are
in trouble from broken skin on the brow, face, or body, and
I don't kmow anything more humiliating or so damnably trying
to the blood pressure and voecabulary than to be noosed round
the neck by a thin, almost invieible, bushrope or vine, which
has sufficient atrehgth to bring you up all standing (at the
best) and which has to be cut before you can proceed. I lmow
one such vine, a tiny red thread, no thicker than an ordinary
erochet thread which poséouses almost supernatural strength,
which I have blesscd often and long and whose guile and appa=
rent innocence has tarn the bubble of many a tenderfoot's
sense of importarce arnd know=alleness.

Not only have you to wateh your head and your feet
g0 to speak, but you've got to wateh the sides of your tunnel
also for such small things as horrible stinging ants, a wosp's
neet, or a colony of ticks waiting for a passing victim on
whom to attach theméolvaa, or a wandoﬁfgaep may eross your
.path, who bears a sting that will lay you up far 24 hours
with acute pain and a high temperature. It is a safe bet that
everything that moves, and a good many which don't move, f&n
the Amazon férenta, either sting or bite severely to the detri-
ment of human comfort and patience. I have only enumerated
a few, but there are dozens of others ranging from snakes to

scorpiong.
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. Women are the beasts of burden amongst the Indians
and on one expedition in unknown forest, I had allowed some of
the men to bring their women folks as they would ecarry the
regulation 70 lbes load and leave the men free for line cutting.
Amengst them was a bride of a few days standing, who en top
of the load she was paid to earry, had added every possible
thing she thought would add to the comfort or importance of her
lord and master. We struck a bamboo reef some miles across
and these girls would spend hours in a camp lmowing they could
catech us up in an hour at the most, as the cutting was slow work,
At one spot we got into a veritable tangle, the only alternative
to rotracing our steps being to pass between two saplings not
more than a foot apart. These saplings for some unknown reason
had dozens of huge black ante climbing up and down their stems.
Their sting is moet painful and they are dreaded and feared by
both beast and man, By careful going we all slithered safely
between the trees without mishap or rousing the ire of the ants.
The last man, before coming through, half severed a convenient
branch and bent it before the danger so that the women eoming behind
would note the obstruetion. They would know it was put there
for some reasony would spot the bad ants, and act accordingly
with every oaire to poss them safely. The first women to come
up did this and passed safely. Bh!‘ortmtely they did not
set the danger signal in pessing and the 1little bride, who
had lingered longer in the camp, came barging along later,
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head bent down under her enormous load, and struck both tx;ees
with the basket on her back, when dozens of ants promptly
dropped from above and stung her all over the body and face.
Half an hour later she staggered up to where we were making
a new camp with her face swollen beyond recognition and in
dreadful agony. Ve could do little to relieve her and we feared
she would die. Alternate anpplicatiens of mud and hot fomenta=
tions were applied and towards evening she began to feel some
improvement. She ran a high temperature and was confined
to her hoammock for a couple of days. It was fully a week
before ghe was fit enough for the roand again,

Then the Burcpean wears clothes, which can be tarn
to shreds by the careless or ignorant traveller, against
thorns or points of wood, and there are buttons that go West
if the eloth is etrong enough to resist a tear. The modern
zip hadn't been invented in my day, and part df my travelling
kit was a good "housewife" with a fair number of spare
buttens "on which to sew the odd shirt or a spare pair of
pants”, as an Irishman with wme once remarked. The naoked
Indian slithers through a tight place in the trail without
inconvenience. His sonsitive skin notifies a reeeptive brain
of every touch and contact on his bodyy and he moves accord=
ingly, without even glaneing down, but the clothes of civi-
lization scem apeeiaily made so as to ecateh everything possible
and thus impede progress. '

Then a careful wateh has to be kept for any possible
game on the ground, amongst the branches, or overhead.
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Vigilance can mean just the dirfemnae between a full pot or
an empty atdmeh. I could safely lecave this last to m’y men
but being generally the person with the lightest load and the
most dependabm gun, I was supposed to be'ready at éhw t notice
to shoot anything that we met, on the mere raising of a silent
rigid fingers  There hae been‘ many a day in the forests when
I wondered if the game was worth the candle, and many moré days
when I envied the humble fly its many faceted eve. .

0f all the types of jungle in the Amazon forest, the
bamboo reef is the one that is most feared and hated by even
the most expert and competent bughman, Bamboo is an "outsize"
in grass which may reach 80 or more fect in the air, when it
curves varver in graceful arches. - At each joint begine a branch
which again breaks into a twig at each joint, and over all,
grows the long gkass leaf, turned straight to the sky to ecateh
the sunlight or moisture. Seen from o distanee, such as the
deek of a comfortable stoamer, bamboo is a thing of beautys
the drooping feathery arches appear o graceful and lovely; the
colowr is much lighter and more vivid green than the tree leaves,
and affords a striking change from the ¢ustémary monotonous
dark green of the surrounding forest, but the eulogies of the
pasging tripper are more than counterbalanced by the language,
"both lurid and free", of those whose duty ealls on them to
pase through on foot amongst the bamboo where it grows.

Each bamboo joint apart from being the potential
starting point of a branch grows a nasty spike ready at a touch
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to teor the clothes of the careless, or rip a nasty secrateh
along the limbs or body. This spike is exceoding hard and
durable, so if the parent stems die and drop and rot, it rests
on the ground long afterwards walting for some unwary foot

to step on it, One steps gingerly in most parta: of the
forest, but doubly =0 in bamboo Jungle.

Bamboo often érowa in isolated clumps where it is of
little danger or inconvenience, but it can also grow in recfs,
when it may be the predominant form of vegetation for miles.

When eutting a line through unlnown forest, the first
intimation that the bushman has of the existence of a reef
ig o sudden lightening of the dense forest's overhead foliage
some short distance shead, and in another 20 yards he mects
the bamboo. He generally has some objective and is ecutting
g line in a certain direction. Now comes the conundrumi
In which direction does the reef run? He may have struck
it at its end, or br;:adside on, or at an angle. | Aeross the
reef is naturally that of least distance but it is distress~
ingly hard work for the men, so a convenient tree is elimbed
and observations made. Even then, there have been occasions
when either from the size of the reef or the contowr of the
country, nb cegsation of the bamboo has been visible and cne
had to plunge shead trusting largely to good luck and hoping
the line of march was the shortest way across.

Bamboo grows in eireular clumps of from 2 to 20

feet in diameter. A space of a eouple of fect to as many
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yards separates these elumps. Unless at a vast expense of
hard work, time and money, it is impossible to cut a straight
line through bamboo, and the general way is to evade the clumps,
following a winding path through the empty spaces, and deviating
to either slde, yet keeping fairly true to the original dircetion.
- Even the spaces between the elumps are all eluttered up and choked ‘
with debris, broken stems and branches of deeayed and dead bamboo,
and a road must be cleared. Bamboo ls exceedingly hard and has
very definite lines of cleavage, and great care has to be used |
in wlelding the cutlass, the bushman's one implement and means of
foreing a pﬁannga. An unskilful blow may be deflected in any
direction and the arm come in sweeping econtaect with a spike
Jutting out from a joint, the result boing a badly punetured
arm or a nasty ragged serateh some inches long with the blood
gushing, which means a rcgorting to the expeditiont's slender
stoek of bandages, cte., to say nothing of a man out of com=-
migsion for, maybe, daye. There is the danger o bad pricks
in the soles of tho fect. Shoes wear out in the bush as else~
where, and with the henréat ghop a good 400 miles away, one is
often reduced to going barefoots The Indians never wear shoes,
of course, and it is so easy to step on a concealed spike. I
don't think I ‘evar passed through a bamboo reef without having
several men injured.

In cutting a line in untouched forest, speed depends
largely on whether the forest is definitely forest with fairly
little undergrowth, or whether it is jungle, when the forest



No ese 68
floor is covered with & tangle of bushrope and saplings.
Starting ahend at sun up with three cutlassmen, work proceeds
at cutting a trail to about 1l a.m. when a halt is called for
an hour or so for breqkfaat and a rest at a convenient erecek
or waterhole. After the halt, work is pushed ahead until
about 3 pem. when a return to the base ecamp is commenced, which
you will reach about 4,30 or 5 p.m., indicating, at a walking
rote of 2 M.P.H., that you have blazed a possible trail of 3
to 4 miles. In bamboo jungle, I have made only half a mile
to o mile per day and that distance only through changing the
cutters every hour or so as they became tired o got injured.

However wo made good time and soon passed an abandoned
camp and then another and another. Saik Tau, reading the
signs, was getting more and more excited at each as he could
tell just how many stages ahead were his tribe and relatives,
until "Boss, they left here this morning, the ashes are still
hot". This was very cheering news as almost to a cortainty
the Taruma would have food with them or at leanst game shot
that day.

We had been negotiating a most difficult picee of
tangle=foot serub jungle and were Just getting clear, with
the forest slightly more open, when we heard a dog bark some<«
where. Immediately Saik Tau snapped, "Back to back and sit
down", and emitted his long tribal yell. Mabba Tiu at once
rushed up and placed his back against some onejy we did the

game and sat down on our heels with the small boy in the centre.
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Quick as the manoeuvre had been, we were already surrounded by
a mob of some 12 or 15 madly barking irate dogs, which rushed
up to within a few fect and held us at bay.

This ldea of eittiﬁg down back to back was a novelty
to me and on asking the reason, Saik Tau explained that had we
continued standing séme of these figree -dogs would have rushed
in, no matter how good our defence, and would have bitten our
logs, but wﬁen gquatting down back to bvacl they meet the eyes
more on & level with their own, will not rush to ﬁttack, and
on circling round, always find another pair of eyes mecting
theirse. Certainly his plan worked, and no dog rushed us al-
though they were pretty near it at times. In answer to Saik
Tau's yell, there had been quite a response from just ahead,
and in a few seconds, a dozen men, boys and women were dashing
towards us through the Jungle al} armed with a stiek or a leash.
Ench party grabbed his own dogs, slipped on the lenshes and
and tore them away. In a few momente they were securely tled
to o number of trees, protesting at the very top piteh of their
volces, and we were amonget the Tarumasi

These peopie wore Saik Taul's own tribe and many of
them his immediate relations, and we were perfectiy certain our
worries oﬁer food supplies were now at an end, but here we were
sadly disappointed. The tribe had not had good crops of theilr
staple foods. The rains had been exceptionally heavy and as

a result, the roots of the cassava, as very froquently happens,
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had gone bad. The Waiwail invitation hod come before the erop
had recovered, and consequently they had had to commence their
Journey with hopeleesly inadequate supplies. To make matters
worge, since starting overland, they had not met any gamej the
tribe had had to split into groups to forage the Eetter and we
had struek the rear party. 'ﬂie'y had not a single thing to
offer us in the way of food.v The men had fanned out hunting
from the Zast camp with no success, and as a party had left their
present camp thné morning, they were not hopeful of much luck
during the afternoon in the viginity of their sleeping place.

If we pushed ahead to the next party, it would be much the same,
as the tribe iaa strurg right out some distance into the nearby
range of mountains which formed the boundary between British
Guiana and Brazil.

Further inquiries however produced the information that
at right angles to our line of march there had been a large Waiwal
_gettlement, which, although abandoned some time ago, would almost
certainly have something estill goowing in the fields which would
givB us o little food. #he sun had not long passed oveihead
end as this offered the best prospects, we set off as soon as
possible. We reached the settlement after a march of some three
miles, a huge communal house backed by large clearings which '
had been fields, but were now a wilderness of weeds and rank
growth of forest seedlings fully six feet high, but whose extent
gave us great hope of finding something, if only a bunch of bananas,
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We dumped our loads in the shade and I offered to mouﬁt guard
while the otherg had a look rdund. Being no& in completely
alien territory, Henry, with his Kenaima, or evil spirit
complex at econcert piteh, refused to leave me, as he must be
there to péateut me from these invisible enemies, so Salk Tau
and our two Taruma satellites set off to see what they could
£ind .

Hnturally‘there are mony strange and peculiar
gights and sounds in the colossal forests that clothe moet
of the Guianas and also the great Amasén valley, many thou-
sonds of square miles of which are completely terra incognita
to man except for a few of theose wandering children of the
forest, the‘Aboriginal Indians. Aeute ns ig the observation
of these indigenous peeple, there are many phenomena of nature
which they lknow, but they have not the necessary powers of
wegasoning to qisentangle cause and effect. There are quite
a few sounds about which, either from thelr infrequenecy, or
the difficulty of ocular observation of the reason, the
Indians are cumpletely ignorant. There are also in such a
huge area many germs and parasites that may attack man, and
cause long and wasting disease and probabig death. Anything
outside the sphere of actual observation is classed under
the supernatural, and thus you find all kinds of witches
and warlocks in existence, generally under the generic title
of "Kenaima", which more or less is jJust "evil spirit".



HO seoe T2

A kenaima can be either definite and visible, when it can
be met with farce and repelled, or abstract and invisible,
againgt which there 1a.little to be done, except never to be
alone for a moment, as such spirits will rarely trouble a
person, even if only accompanies by a small e¢hild. Hence
Henry's reason for not wishing to leave me alone, although
he had a more cogent reason to his way of reascning.

When I entered the Wapichanna tribe, I found they
considered the Macussi tribe as thelr deadly encmies. Long
long ago there had been actual warfare between the tribes,
and the dreaded Carib had also cdma from the North via Macussi
country in search of slaves to supply the demand on the coast.
For some unlknown reason, no traders had ever settled per-
manently awongst the Macussi, whilsﬁ there were always one
or two amongst the Wapichannay which led to some Jealousy
and augmented the bad feeling. The Wapichanna wefe'morp or
less in eonstant work ahd drawing good wages; the Macussi
were idle and keen for work or trade to provide the feow
necessitice of life which they must have.

Keeping thé tribes carefully separated, I had begun
to employ some thirty Mapusai men in their own section of
the country. The trouble was paying them off, and finally
it ﬁns drronged that on a certain day of the year, these
Mocussi could come to my station by a certain route to get

paid off. Oof course every man brought all his family and
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many of his near relations both male and female, and as a rule
some hundred people would arrive at sun-up to be paid off that
day and start back for home, = a day rather grudgingly given
and considerably dreaded by the Wapichanna, who kept earefully
away both from my station and the route, until the coast was
clear. Another regulation of my own was that every Macussi
must leave his dogs at the last camp, or at least keep them
atrloﬂy on the leash, as I had a few pigs and sheep around,
which the strange dogs thought were some new form of game to
be chosed and, if possible, worried. :

Apongst the crowd who came along on one occasion was
an old piaiman, who with growing years of Imowledge and sueaeie
was especlally dreaded by everybody, and he had a dog on the
leagshe Almost immediately he had started back for home, he
unleagshed the doge. I heard loud shouting and rushed out to
£ind his dog chasing my shecp, on which I grabbed my gun and
fired a shot at the dog. The brute was too far away for the
pellets to do more than sting him a bit and make him desist
from his littlo nefarious games. The Macussi cleared like
frightened rabbits and I paid no mare attention to the matter.

Within 2 week I had to start on one € my periodie
inspections of work in the forests, a matter of several wecks
of tramping in the high forests. For some reason I cannot
now remember, I went alone, depending on getting some of my
workmen to guide me along such trails as I was unacquainted

with. I had never found my men so ready to gulde me, in fact



HO eee 74

I had guldes with me on trails where there was no need to have
them, but each camp had some very valid excuse = (o visit

for some reason or other) = ag to why some person sghould go
along, and if they cared to carry my camp=kit, I was delighted.
It groduclly dawned on me however, that not for a single moment
on any account was I allowed to be out of someonc's sight and
observation. There are various funetions of nature that no
one likes to do in the public view and constant unremitting
swrveillance can be most embaypssaing and annoying, In vain
I fumed and fretted and stormed. I would catch a so-called
gpy and question him with no rvesult. They would simply stand
silent, hoads held down in apporent shame, and in vain I
cudgelled my broin as to what on earth I had done, Eventually
I came round to Henry's house = my present guide, = where I
must perforce stay the night. Henry was out in the forest

on my arrival, but I hung up my hammock and made myself com-
fortable. I went a short distance into the fo est when,
rather to my dismay, I discovered that my host's two daughters,
aged 15 and 16, were quietly following me. Had one girl

come nlone, ulterior motives might have been imputed tq,\her
simple mind, but the fact that there were two, put aside any
such idea and showed there was some other definite ides behind
things. Thig was the first time I had been shadowed by -
fomales. So far I had found men in every camp; here there

wore only women in the housel
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I eharged back on these two maids and demanded to

Ynow what the dickens they meant by it, and thelr answer was
the downeast head of shyness &r shame, and complete silence.
Iater that evening, over the usual smoke and a calabash of
native beer, I demanded the truth from Henry. For long he
was silent, but eventually he told me that I had shot a
plaiman's dog, some of the pellets even reaching the piaiman
himgelf, who had solemnly deeclared he woﬁld gsend Kenaima to
kill me. Word had then passed round tle Wapichan tribe,
that on no account was I to bo let out of somoone's sight
in futurc.

| About two months after the incident, the unfortunate
piaman Mmrtently; stepped into line between o well trained
gun and a nebulous spot on the horizon, by which act he received
in his body some two ounces of cut up wire nails and other
oddments of iron such as are supposed to be most efficacious
againgt the supernatural. The gun was fired by a Mocussi
about a hundred miles beyond Wapichan territory. The Macusel
tribe danced before the Lord with great rojoi&ing, ond the
Wapichanna heaved great sighs of relief, as for years this man
had been credlted with sanﬁs.ng a2 number of very powerful
Eenaim, and that would now cease it was hoped. In those
now remote days, the Waplchanna ﬁhmght there was only cm
good Macussi = a doad omel Even after his death, I was kept
congtantly under surveillonce Jjust in case the piaimants

spirit might cateh me alene, and it was clsee on o yoar before
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the tribe thought things were safe enough to stop their watghe-
ful, and often annoying, care of me.

'We had only been sitting a matter of ten minutes
when we ‘saw Saik Tou returning, aeccompanied by a strange
Indian and a small boy of maybe eleven years. The newcomer
was a fairly young man, light skinned in hue, as are most
forest Indians, but well covered over his wheole body with some
red pigment. He haod a lithe swing and step that betokened
perfect hoalth, and a Jmowledge of his own ability and envir=
onment. His features were regular and ef o very pleasing
cagt, but it was his hair that drew the attention., This
was jet black, well oiled, beautifully parted and combed, and
not a gingle hair was out of place. It was uneut, worn long
and ending in a queuve at the back, the end of which was stueck
in an ornemental tube hanging down to the level of the walst
and I lmew that before me stood my firet Walwail Indian,

 Qur now #ndlan promptly entered into conversation
with my boy, Henry, speaking, of course, his own Waiwal
language, while Henry spoke Wapichan. Nelther knew a word
of the other's language but that didn't matter. They were
following habitfal tribal custom which meant everything.

This custom can be rather amusing at times. Two men meet
who belong to different tribes; one man knows only his own
languages the other is bllingual and knows the other's lan-
guage perfectly, vet during the introductory opening of con-
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versation = which may exterd for a half of an hour or more =
cach must only use his own mother tongue, even if the other
fellow doesn't understand o word that is said., I had one
"heddman" who pﬁided himself that in his home he spoke pure
Atarod, a language of which I had no lmowledge. He however also
spoke Waplchan perfectly, of which I had a fair working kmow=-
ledge. This old rascal used to turn up each year at the
beginning of the rainy season to begin a periocd of several
months' work under me, as captain and gteorsman of my river
laungh, and during my {irst half hour's interview with him;

he would not speak one word of anything except his mother
language. I always had to search around for something to
ralge a laugh when he would probably break ocut into broken
English, Once the canong lad been duly obscrved, he eschewed
completely both English and his own language and only conversed
in the language I knew.

The Waiwai and Henry had about 10 minutes of this sort
of stuff when they mutually called a halt. <“he Valwal swung
round, stamped o foot on the ground, raised hies right arm shoulder
high and droppss his hand in my dirveetion signifying his inten=-
tion of speaking to me. This, I have found & very general
custom amongst the forest Indians, even whon speaking to visitors,
who are 0ld friends, or comparative strangers who know the
language, but universally the custom when wishing to attract

the attention of complete strangers whe may, or may not, lknow
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the language of their host.

Hoving drawn my attention, the Waiwal, as an inhabitant
of that section of the foreost, and as owner of the clearing
and field In which we stood, was in consequence cur host and
spoke first. I lmow the rule e£ad custom of = what I might
eall « the Indion "welecome ritual" ,f and made my rosponse end
statements aceordingly, but as we weren't getting mach, if any,
forroder, I eclled Saik Tau into play as interpreter, as I
wonted informntion, Through him I soon learned our "host"
was the Chief of the Waiwal tribe, Kiwinik by name, and that he
had come to his old ool zmd home to see what he could find in
the way of foodstuffs to supplement the supplies available at
his now location in preparation for the visit of the Tgrtm tribe.
His women folks ond carriers had already started back and he him=-
gsolf was just on the point of following, when Salk Teu, an old
friond and the prinecipal trader of the country had appeored, and
now ho muat hasten to Jaﬂ.n’thnm.

: on my.part, I told him I was by way of being quite a
chief in my own right, although the tribe over which I held sway
wae far far awey., I had been intrigued by description of tales
of the Wailwai culture and workmanship, and had come on a peace~
ful vieit to see for myself. I had brought along a falr amount
of things for trade and barter. I wanted badly to get a good
cossave grater and no coubt he would be able to piek out something
he fancied from smongst what I had brought along.

Meanwhile I had opened my stock of trade goods and
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began showing them to the chief = beautiful steel=blue fish hooks,

shining lmives and sclssors that would cut =~ things that would

make the eyes glisten of most of the Indians of my acquaintance,

but this man stood haughty and supereilious, without a trace

of interest in hie expression, If anything, Ivthaught he

was considerably bored, yet I must somehow arouse some feeling

in thieg chief favourable to our expedition, for so much depended

on my ultimote welecome into his tribe or otherwise. Beads

of all colours, at that time in great request by other tribes,

to trade with the Waiwai = in many cases, left him cold.

Motches, gunpowder, pins, files = nothing seemed to interest

him. Then I remembered & separate paclkage made up for Mabba

Tiu to carry, contalning four brand now, shining axes. I

drew one out and took off the cuter paper and then the custo-

mayry oil=paper inslde, and dt oanco he was sitting down on his

heels, his face wreathed in a charming smile and his eyes

flashing with fire. At that instant, I knew my entrance

to the Waiwai tribe was safe and assured as far as 1ts cghilef

went., I pnesed the axe across to hims He took 1t slowly

and carefully, staring at the reflection of his face In 1£s

clear polished surface, and as is the universal custom of

the Indiané, feeling the keenness of its edge against the nail

of his thumb, He Mmew what an aé§ was, but never had he

soon o clean, brand new one and he laid it on his lmee and
fondled it to some crooning bits of song, much as a mother
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would a baby. "Riwinik", I sald, "have you a good cassava
grater in your house? If so, that axe is yours, whon I sit
before the door of your home, in exchange for it, but 1t must
be a groter amongst groters", and ﬁiwznik angwered "Yah" in

eonsent.

Whon I got to lknow thls chief better, somo years
after this ineident, he told me he would never forget the day
I first opened those trade goods to his view, and how he comld
not. believe that so much of desperately necessary articles
were to be placed at his disposal for barter.

I repacked my things, while the chief was bidding
good=bye to my boys, reserving a feow fish hooks, a nice knife,
o small £ile and such like as gifts. Presently it was my
tum for the good~bye ceremony, when I handed him the wvarlous
articles saying "We are very hungry and you say you have food
in plentys This I give you for cassava bread, and that for
‘bananns or yams, and this other for something = anything = that
will £111 the bellye. You gay there are mountains ahoad.
You rrast stri@e over these os the shadow of yonder cloud
pesses over the land, collect the food we want and return to
meot ug on the way; for remomber a hungry man ls an angry man,
and I, a gréat chiecf away to the far North, = (I knew the
ground I now stood on and wos getting quite coek a hoop) =
"I, who have come =0 far to see youy I, who have crossed the

big river over which no bird you know ean rlﬁ (the ocean); I
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the Son of the Bun, feel many twinges that are far from plea=
sant, boneath my belt, and if these are not satisfied, I may
arrive at your village in a vastly different mood from that
in which you have found me".

Kiwinik agreed to do this, and having given us full
permigaion to use anything we could find in his old house
or clearing, took his departure.

Even by European standards Kiwinik was a handsome
mon, tall as Indlans go, active as a ecat, lithe and musecular,
and when his face 1it up in a smile he was irrestible. How
i envied his aplomb, his courtesy, his manmners, and his command
oi' himself. Here he had met a member of a strange tribe and
a man of a completely different colour and mtimuligj f;:t |
his behaviour had been that of the aristoerat born to position
and command, Even from my own standards he had made no mis~
take, be had given me greotings of welecome, had satisfied |
hlmself of my peaceful intentions, had consented that I enter
his exelusive tribe, and now was speeding over the mountains
ashead to bring food and supplies to myself and exhausted men,
Not for o moment had he been embarpassed or awkward and the
only sign 1 eould see of any emotion on his face was a slight
twiteh of his nose now and again,

It is a peculiar fact that most races possese 2
peculiar smell, an odour that ls exuded as unconsciously as
the perfume emitted by the rose. Baech race is more or less
ignorant of its own pecullar smell although deeply sensitive
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to that given off by other races. without muech strain on

the memory, most of us can econjure up the peculiar smell of

stranger races, much of which we put down at once to bodily
uncleanliness and a poverty-stricken acquaintance with the use
of eclean water and soap. We English, of course, with our
daily bath, a plentiful use of soap, bath salts, and other
ad jungts to cleanliness, can not smell other than sweetly and
we‘rescnt the dreadful insinuation that we do otherwise. Yot
that we smell abominably in the nostrils of some other races,
is a fact. The European in the farests bathes at least
twi#a a day, if not as the ingrained result of piety and clean-
liness, at least as a means of washing off the multitudinous
ticks and various other m rasites brushed off the leaves and
branches in passing, which in an hour or twe will have sunk
their teeth, or whatever they hang on by, in the skin of a
tasty host, thereby causing the most intolerable itch. Yet
I have often been asked by Indians why we smell so vilely.
I hod already bathed twice that day, yet I knew that unecon=-
sciously to me, th@ unknown aroma of my race was perfuming
the air. With the towering forests some 200 feet above our
heads only gentle, swirling, twisting gusts of breeze could
reach us on the floor of that eclearing, and it was such a
gust wafting Kiwinik-ward that, earrying this new, unknown,
and disagrecaoble (probably nausenting) smell to his sensee,
caused his nose to twiteh in abhorrence and disgust.

The innate courtesy of the Aboriginal Indions is
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such that they will never giwe much visible sign of their
dislike, and one has to begome on very friendly terms with
them before they will admit that they notice such a pecul~
iarity, and it is only when you lmow how things effect them
that you are aware of the small evidences sueh as the twitch~
ing of Kiwinik's nose.

The Indians show evidence of the presence of a dis-
agreeable smell in enother way and that 1s in the form of
very audibly clearing the throat and spitting vioclently.
There are none so0 illemannered as to do this in front of a
person who emite a disagreeable odour, but I have seen such
expression used time and again quite openly in the presence
of some oifanﬁivo smell, other than from some near+-by person.

The Indiang arc all passionately fond of the perfumes
as manufactured in eivilizeation and sold everywhere. I
have had to put a fantastie price on small bottias of perfume,
80 ag to discourage its sale in preference to something,
not only cheaper, but much more useful to them in life. Yet
I know of the most exquisite perfumes in the forests that
will immediately start a whole line of passing Indians spitting
like so many Kilkenny eats. There is one in particular, that
I am certain would be a world's "best seller" if captured
and put in abottley a scent that other Europeans with me have
invariably remarked on how exquisite it appeared to them, yet
the moment it reached his nostrils, every Indian would vio=
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lently hawk and epit for the next ten minutes. The origin of
these scents is often unknown. Probably they are given out
high above the forest floor by various flowers on tree or vine.
The Indians could nover tell me Just why such an agreeable and
pleasant scent to me, should be so much dieliked by themselves.

The Walwai chief was scarcely out of sight when my
Tarumn boys were away to see what they could find in the way
of food. THunger iz said to be good sauce, and it is also a
good inecentive to axortién at times, and I lmew I didn't need to
encourage them in the good worke About an hour later they
turned up again, having found absolutely nothing edible except
two hands of plantalns. These are a very coorse type of
banans , mmnmg to o foot in lergth and gome two inches in
diameter in the larger sizes., They are rarely, if every

- exported to Europe, but they form quite a place in the vegetable

food of tropical South Ameriea, and can be caten raw or cooked
in various woys. Prolonged seareh by my three Tarumas had
only been rewarded by their finding ome single plantain tree
in bearing, and that had only been spared by Kiwinik & Co.
by its still being in flower. The banann trée takes a
couple of weeks to finish flowering, The first flowers
wither at the top of the stem and another set comeg into
blossom fupther down tle stack and so on, As each set of

flowers withers, fruit begins to set into the well known
"hands" of the fruity at first, tiny immature things that
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resomble groen stubs of pencils more than bananans. This was
the stage at which ouwr plantaine had arrived and so we had
only two hands of immature green fruit about the size of the
little finger. However, we soon had them in the pok bolling.
When cooked, they lopked anything but appetising. The water
nad gone black and the fruit itself was a blockish sort of
mesgs, but we'd had no food all day, and it was soon dlvided
into 5 portions and ecaten. We were far from satisfied, for
the small boy ecould have eaten the lot, and now there was no-
phins for it but to ewrl up in our hammocks and forget our
hunger in sleep.

Bright and early next morning, we took the trail
along which we hod seen the Waiwani chief disappear. Ve had
had no breakfast so every one was anxiously on the ldok out
for gome of any description or a forest tree in frult, . It
wag getting nlong towards © a.me. when Saik Tau = in front <«
stopped dead in his tracks with a sharp "Listen".

It is astounding how quieckly an Indian con stop,
even if pursuing game at top speed, if a sound or a sight
gtrikes his eonscs. Time and time again I have butted into
the back of an Indian, who suddenly stopped beecause of some
gound y generally of game whieh has moved and made a nolse.

I would probably hear the sound myself, but my brain was too
slow to register the cause and give the ecommand to stop.

Many a time I have seen an Indian converted into a tonse
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statue with a foot arrested in the motion of the stride, or a
hand and arm uplifted in the stroke of a Imif ¢ cutting a branch.
He will stand immoveable, scarcely even breathing, till he locates
the sound properly and aceurately as to both cauvee and direcction.

I remember; some years later, in suwrveying a certain
forest area, I had sent out two men to open a line on one bank
of a river, while I wae doing the same with other men on the
opposite bank, ) This saved time, as I could walk the lines
much fastoer thnﬁ they could be eut, and doubled the area I could
go over in a given time. These two men were cutting away when
the laost man gpuddenly said "Histl" The first man promptly
stopped with one foot extended, Just as it was clmost touching
the grouwnd in front. The second man then said "Step back for
your life". The order was slowly, cautiously, obeyed whereupon
the leading Indion said that if the extended foot had touched
the ground he would have trodden omn a very deadly snake lying
"across hig ling of travel. That was one of the very rare
occasions when I knew an Indion miss seeing something in hie  path
that might have meant his death. I mention this as showing the
speed that the Indian brain can work at when necelssury. Most
people would have been prepared to stop, but not to arrest the
foot actually in motion. They would have finished the stride
and been bittm.

In travelling through the forest there is a porfeect
battery of sound all the time. Ieaves are dropping, dead
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branches and twigs falling, and scores of other sounds poculiar
to the forest, yot for neone of éhase, will the Indian stop,
but lot & small deer jump up from the shelter she has slept
in, and the Indian mind reccognises the sound amongst the babel
of useless, meaningless, nolses.

Nine times out of ten, the Indien, on the instant,
knows not only what game has made the sound, but the exact dis-
tance and direction of it. Let the tiny deer, however, male
only a convulgive Jjump to her feet and stand still as often
happens, or the motion of éba alr defloet the direcction of the
gound to the ear and, statucsque, tho Indian awaits a further
movement or sound to be absolutely certain. It has to be
actually seem, 'hewever. before one can understand just how
acute and sensitive is the co-ordination of the senses, the
brain, and the body of these primitive people, when such impulses
as hunger sharpen thoir wits.

Snakes often talke on the surrounding colour of their
enviromment to o econsiderable degree and are very hard to
spot, which, whilet I remark on the Indian's acute observation
of his surroundings, reminds me of an instance, whon no less
than ten Indians passed a danger that might have struek death
to any ong of them. I had been erossing savannah country all
morning with some twelve carriers. It hed beoxi unusually hot.
We were thirsty and our eyes ached from the glare of earth,
sky, and infinite distance. A dark line of green told of a
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 weloome ereek ahead and we pushed on. Most savanneh creoeks
are bordered with a ling of serub or forest, which may only
be a few feet in width to a mile or more. On this particw-
uia:' ereek there was high forest of some 20 yde in depth,
through whieh we quickly passed to piteh our loads in the

dry sandy bed of the creek, and gulp down }aup after eup of
cool, deliciously refreshing water from a pool. My Indian
captain in charge of the carriers had lingered behind a little
with a companion. He arrived somo five moments later and

on swinging off his load inquired, "who killed the snakee"

0f course, no one had killed any snake and he got a few sop-
cagtlec vremarks on his poor imagination and inferior eyesight.
"Comg and seo", he said, and off we went with him., Proceeding
cautiously, we saw, not more than a few yards from the edge

of the ereek bank, a huge diamond backed rattle snake, lying
stretehed across the very path we had all passed along only

a few woments before, It was lylng porfectly still, and
might have been dead = (actually it was sound asleep the
Indians said) = but a blow en its head from the machette of
my eaptain soon dispersed any sueh i{llusion, when the reptile
curled round and round itself in 1ts death agony., To this
day 1 cannot explain why these Indians all missed seeing

that snake, unless it was because their eyesight after the
hours of savannah glare had not got the new focus 1:1 the gloom
of the dense bush along the ereek. Thoy were mich ashamed
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of thomselves, I remember, as they realised how close to extreme
danger they and I had beon. But for the fact that in the forest
ococh man gteps carefully in the footsteps of the man ahead of him,
gomgone must have stepped on the snoke and beén gtruck.

This habit of stepping in the other man's footsteps is
genoral amongst Indians, especially iIn the forest. The Indians
of the forest have no shoes, although in sharp roecky country they
may make sandals from palm leaves or even from the hide of the
tapir, but as a rule, they go barefooted. The lecader of a gang
of Indiane is invariably a man of keen observation, and on him
dovolves the duty of putting his foot down on a safe plece of
ground, which had ne thorns or anything that will injure the foct,
nor any small branchos or twigs that will snap with a sharp report
and startle geme along the line of mpeh., The noxt man lnows
ho is safe to step in such tracks and so on down the whole line. '

At no time will an Indian step on anything but the solid
earth in walking through the forest. A branch of‘ 5 or 6 inchos
diameter lies neross the path and offers a safe footings There
are no thorns on it, and it ies Just the right distance to complete
a step, but the Indian knows 1t might snap, or is practically
certoin it would make o rustling nolse against the surrounding
leaves under pressure from the human foot. They must walk sound~
lessly as ghoste smd 2 man-made noise meane incompctence on the
part of the person who causes 11;,; and arféxda g.reat.amusemnt and
a source of much good=natured chaff and ridicule [The Indian's



Ko “'w

sof t spot) to all the others. I was once trekking across the
open country walking barefooted as often happened, and had with
mg a European who was wearing a pair of heavy boots which had
iron plates on the heels. I had o forest Indian in the leand,
myself second, and the European behind me. Every now and agein
the leading man would stop dead, or would jump for his 1life and
twn round. After some miles, he asked to be changed and I
put a new man in front. Iater, I learned these iron-shod
heels wore the trdible. Wa}king across soft sand they of
course made no noise, bt if we met gravel, a sgharp ringing
gound was given out, whereupon the poor leader, hearing such
a peculianr and unlnown sound for the first time in his life,
would jump a foot in the air in sheer fright, owing to his
acute Kenaima complex. While in the country the European was,
through these same boots, the subject of much mirth and ridicule
to the Indiang which, since he nover learned the language, was
like water on a duck's back. '

On Saik Tau's order to listen, we had all promptly
halted. Cautiously I whispered "What?"” but a hand went up
to command silence. He stood staring vacantly directly over-
head, turning his head from side to side, and none of us knew
Juet what he meant. We stood thus for quite a while, when he
broke into his guttural laugh and shouted, "I lmew itl I
hear a Bragilenut tree". Down went his load in the middle
of the trail, and he promptly disappeared in a dense pateh
of Jungle. A fow moments later we heard him shout, "Come,
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fit is a fine tree and laden with nutg", Ve dumped our loads
also, and, serambling through a tangle of vines, found our guide,
some 50 yards from the trail, standing ot the foot of a large
tree on whose branches we could see numbers of six inch diameter
balls that held the Buts, so well known in the world outside.

I soon learned that to hear a Brazil-nut tree was
heither o trick nor a stroke of imagination. These trees have
long lanceolate leaves of fully a foot in length and some three
inches across. They present a large area to any motion of the
air, and a puff of wind causes a decided rustling, with a peculiar
sound thaot is characteristic of that tree and no other. We
had been passing along, when such a puff of the early morning
breeze had caused o momentary rustling which had caught my boy's
ear, but not long enough for him to be sure of the true direction.
In a 10 or 15 mile steady breeze the sound is quite distinet
and can be detocted quite a distance away. There are a few
other trees = the "Andiroba®" for instance = which can be located
by the distinetive rustling of the leaves in the breeze, but the
nut tree is the most useful, In later yeare I beecame quite
expert in noting these trees, when we were on the mareh.

For some reason this tree was standing all alone, Some
monarch of the forest must, in fairly recent years, have erashed
to the ground, carrying with it in a tangle of steel strong
vines, every other tree within a radius of some 30 or 40 feot.
The gap was one mass of bughrope and vine, out of which shot our
tree with a stately bole of some 3 ft»diametar with its wide
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spreading crown and pendant huts quite 50 feet above our heads.
Not a bushrope hung from ite branches, There was ne other
nearby tree which & man could elimb and gerambling al‘ong o pro=
Jecting branch, get a foothold on our nut trec. The bole was
much too stout to be climbed by any means at our command, so,
although I was very much averse to the idea, there was nothing
for it but to get out an axe and fell the trecs This the men
promptly did, but it was quite an hour of work before the tree
erashed down on the ground. We were very hungry and had with
every stroke of the axe been visualising o meal of some sorts
off the huts, but we were hopelessly disappointed, 2s we found
the nuts were 2till very immature, an unformed mess S.naidé the
‘ahell, with a peculiarly nasty toste that nd one of us = not
even the Taruma who aren't very squeamish < would touch,

There was nothing for it but to plek up our londs and
continue our journeye In erossing some of the ereeks on our
line, I noticed a numbor of trees along their banks which were
carrying numbers of red and yellow pods of a faly size which
were quite unknown to me and alsgo t-o my Wapichan boye The
Tarumas knew them well, ali:hongh I cannot remember the name
they gave to them, I thought they were very like cocoa trees,
but the Tarumas assured me they were not good to eats At a
cortain agoe they said they were ‘mther sweot and could be eaten,
but so many who had tried eating them, had subsequently suffered
from "bellyache" that they would on no asccount touch them,
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In later years, I learned these were asctually indigenous wild
cocoa = Theobroma cacao = from which all the chocolate and cocom
of civilization is made. It doee not exist except in very
small numbers amongst the Macussi or Wapichanna, but it 1s to
be met with !m‘,_ quantity on the higher Essequebo of British Guiana
and cven cm‘the branch crecks, to & point where they become
» mere SWAMpPS . South of British Guiann, I have met it in large
guantities on every branch and streamlet of the Trombetas River,
yot I have never met any Indlan who made any use of it, either
ag a food or a beverage, and I have a nodding aecquadntance with
ot least some half dozen different rribes, in cocoa bearing
forest ecountry. |

Here we wore, struggling along as hungry as the pro-
verbial hunters = we had ecaten practically nothing for two
days§ were on the march all day end carrying heavy loads at
that = and there right before our eyos, were numbers of ripe
pods that with due lnowledge, weo could have converted into a
'maet nourishing beveraoge, whiech while it might not have com=
pletely assunged hunger, would certainly have supplied the
necessary nuti'imnt until we found meré golid foods, I cannot
undorstand why these Indians in the cocom bearing districts,
hb.ve nover discovered its palatability and nutritive qualities.
They do make o cocoa beverage of which they are extmordimrily
fond, but they invariably use the secds of some three or four
varicties of palms., No man can deny that these forest Indlans
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possess the most acute cbservntion on everything in nature,
the doings, life and charactoristies of both flora and fauna.
There are dozens of commodities that have bocome worid wide
nesessities, which were originally found to be in daily use

by the Aboriginal Indians of Amerieca, yet here was a case,
whore the local Indiane were totally ignorant of a tree gz-owing
wild in great profusion before their eyes, and which would have
gone far to augment their meagre supplics. Countlese millions
of these pods must drop overy year to sink beneath the water
below, or lie retting on the bank, I hawe exploined its pre=-
paration and uso to them, but, up to my lest visit amongst
these people have never seen any of them make the least use

of cocone.

- Every forest tribe makes a so-called cocoa from two
different palms (the ripe berries only being used), both of
which are lmown in Demerara as “Turu"; One has small round
berries of about #" diamoter but the one which is by far the
most estecmed, has a much bigger berry < at least three or four
times as large and with a slightly bitter rlavom';. When the
Indian has located a tree in ri-nit, he looks arcund for a tree
that has a tough fibrous bark, of which there are quite a
number of vériatisa in the forests, one of which 1s sure to be
fairly handy. The boy gets a strip of this bark about 4 £t
long and 2 ins wide and twists it into a erude rope. He then
ties the ends, thus forming a ring into which he puts his
bare feot, leans againgt the panlm trece and teste the bark rope
between his feet to see if it is the correet length to fit the
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bole of the tree. Any necessary adjustment is now made and
he is reandy for the elimbe This rope into which he has put
hies fect, must rest on the tree and aliw the soles of his feot
to grip the trunk almost, but not more than half way round the
circumferences He recaches up the treec as far as he can with
his hande and arms, gete a good hold and then drows up his
feot and the rope as high ag is convenient. Taking a hold
of the tree with thé goles of the feot, he can stand up, and
holding with one hand for balance, can do anything he likes
with the free hand, but, generally, reaching high up egain he
goes on repeating the process till he reaches the fruit he 1is
elimbing for. He sidles round the tree now till he is in the
position he thinks is best, freeca the right arm and draws

hig machette from his belt. He insorts his arm deop omongst
the long streamers which carry the berries and works them well
on to hig forearm, when with a couple of expert slashes he
severs the parent stem t‘rom which these spring., As the
heavy welght is suddenly transferred to his shoulder, ho must
on the instant again graep the tree with both hande, and

oven then, the most expert climber slidecs a foot or two down
the trunk, owing to the sudden change of balance, and such o
glide can be very painful on the feet and othor ports of the
body against the trec. Onco he has adjusted balance, he
reversce the climbing operations and soon is on terra firma
ogaine It might be thought, "Why not let the bunch of fruit
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drop", but a drop of some 50 £t geattors the hard nut-like berriei
overywhere for yards around, and the labour of collecting the
single berries is such as to make the game not worth the candle.

The eollecting or cutting of such palm fruits is always
o vex'y dangerous businese. The tree must only be climbed when
tho trunk is thoroughly dry.  If it 1s at all wet mo Indian will
attempt it from the danger of a deadly elip at the moment he
takes the weight of the fruits. A good bunch of fruit may welgh
50 lbs or over and this dropping suddenly on his arm, with the
pull all to one side, calls for considerable skill and nerve.
Fatal accidénta are fairly common when the man fails to adjust
his balance and is precipitated on the ground some 50 to 80 feect
belowes Falling this distance through a tangle of branches and
vings and striking the debris strewn floor of the forest with
groont foree, a mon rarely oscapes with his lifé from such an adven-
ture. I have never geen an accident happen, but I hawo seen
men who came down with badly burned limbe due to the friction of
the skin against the trunk in attempts to save themselves, when
through being a split second too late in regaining a proper grip
of the tree, they haod been forced into a 10 or 20 £+ slide. In
my working camps I have had quite a few men kiiled by such
accidents.,

While the Indian is up the trec his companion is busy
making a large ei*iss*croaa bed of wild plantain leaves on whiech
the bunch of fruit is thrown., Someong of the party now jumps
en the buneh and stamping eall over it with hie feet, breaks the
majority of the berries off the dozens and dozens of 3 £t long
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strings on vhich they grow.  The hand is used to complote
the severing of such as have escaped the feot, the stem is
heaved aside, and you have & thousand or more berries lying in
a compact heap on the plantain leaf bed, from which they can be
eagily and quickly scooped into baskets for transport to the
home or the camp. 2

At this stage the berries are most uninviting., They
are about as hard as the shell of a nut, and the sfrongest jows
and sharpest fecth can do nothing more than break into an infini-
tesimally thin cover which is most insipid and fecls like smo
much grit. Arriving at home, a large pot full o water is put
on the fire and hoated. Considerable skill is roquired to know
the exact degree of heat required in the water, as if too ecold
it will not cook the berrics. If on the other hand the water
is too hot, it will ovoreock the berries, in which case they are
complotely useless and must be thrownm awny. The berries are
thrown into the pot at sppreximately atmosphere temperature, and
succoss dopends on the heat of the water after these cold berries
have beon thrown S.nté the pots TYou will see an o0ld lady
flirting a finger into the heating water, with cne eye seruti-~
nizing the heap of waiting berrics, and woarking out a rather
diffiecult and abstruse mental caleulation in ealories. The
tomperature of the water being Jjudged, the pot 1s whisked off
the fire and the berries are quickly slumped in as much in a
bunch as ig possibleo, so as to got mﬂt/ﬁgﬁﬁ to all, Then
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thoy are covered with a plaited mat of sarts and left to soak.
At the end of i:alf an hour or 8o ;fthay are tgated by squeezing 3
with tho hand, when, if the thin outer covering pulps up easily
under pressure, they are ready. A ealabashful is dipped out
with some of the water and the who;ie‘ macerated by hand until the
pulp has entirely left the emﬁm ;‘mt‘a. These nuts are now
thrown away as of no further usec. Some handfuls of new nuts
are lifted from the pot to the ealabaa’h and maceration continues
until the person in charge thinks s‘m hiw enoughes The mixture
can now be drunk without further pvepazmt&m, but as a rule, 4t is
put through a fine mesh sleve. It mﬂy then be diluted to suit
the faneye. Cassava meal may be added tay give further nourishe-
ment 1f the party is hungry and tm wholer"“&a then drunk. The
beverage has the same colour as covnou, and 1% is highly nutritious,
but the taste is quite diffemntu This taqw ‘however is most
agreeable to practically every ma, and ) 4 hn,m mmr met any one
who actually dieliked the beverage. When wugu:k eam is sbun~
dant, several joints may be aqwesaé\ into abw}ki’w}; while in
touch with eivilization, s spoonful of sugar miy be added.
Personally, I prefer it plain without addition éf any kind ,
excopt & spoonful of eassava meal, I " A

Away from thelr homes, such as a m’eﬁé sleeping eamp m
the bank of a stream on a forced march, tho pé'wMWQ dé@cribud;
has to be modifieds On such a trek, cml;r a amnll earthenwaro vt
pot sufficient for the minimum needs of tho pnrt;y ie oarrs.ed;

/l 5oy
,‘{‘; 7 |
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too small for the cooking of food and the preparing of '“turu“.
The Indians never pass suppllies of food, and if theseo palm nuts
are brought into camp, a fire is 1lit, and such pot as they have,
ie filled to the brim with water and put on te boil, The men
then eut four forked pleces of wood about .twr feot long.

These are driven into the ground for about a foot, saplings are
cut to place in the upturned forks to form roughly a 3 ft
square; the whole being securely lashed with bushrope or fibrous
barik, Leaves of the wild plantain = nearly always available
alongside a ereek = are cut and lald aeross this square. Gentle
pressure by hand is put on these leaves so as to cause a depress=
ion or rough sort of basin inside such a square. Hore leaves
are lald eriss=cross at every angle, #o that no erevice is
left without having underneath the flat leafl of another layers
In this way they soon have a basin that will hold quite a lot

of water with ondy a tiny drip of escaping water at the most,
Cold water from the creek is now dipped up by eaiabash and
thrown into the receptacle which at once shows if it is fairly
water tight. A rough caleulation has now to be made as to

the right amount of eéld water to have in the basin., Satis~
factorily solved, the water on the fire, now boiling, is poured
in nlgo. Tests are made by the hand and if it is found to

be too hot, more cold water is added, but if too cold more
water must be boiled till the correct temperature is arrived
at. Then, of ecourse, the berries are quickly thrown in and
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the cooking and preparation is exactly the same as around their
homes. When the berri & are thrown, the level of the water
rises in the basin and I have often admired the Indiands
judgrnent of the exanct quantity nocessory to cover the berries
without any overflow. Ju=t a little on the low side the
basin eould have held a fow more pounds of borries, but there
is rarely an ovarrlw and o congequent waste of time and energys '
While the berries are cooking, the pot is back cm the fire to
cook the evening meal, even if, due to the absence of any game,
it is only plain water, flavoured with a little =salt, and made
almost hair-raisingly hot by the liberal addition of red peppera‘,
without which, in some form or other, no self respecting |
Indion ever travels. Onece the meal is over the cooking pot

is washed out, the borries crushed, and a drink of "turu"
(cocon) handed round. When the berrics are cooked, such as
are not required for immediate use, con be left to stand for
gome time 1f kept compleotely eovered by the water in which
they are sonked. Thoso left over at night are perfoctly good
noxt morning and are used up, when a sort of porridge is
genorally made by boiling the prepared cococa beverage with
cagsava meal ar dther thickening matter. ™welve to fiftoen
hours are about the limit of time which the berries can be
kept sweet after cooking., After that, *they become raneid

and sour and begin to ferment, when they are no longer pqla-

table and have to be thrown away.
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The use and making of this "ecocoa" beverage is universal
by all the Indiane of my asequaintance. There is, however,
another variety which is considered a delicacy by many of the
Brazilians living along the Amagon priver and its branches.

This is made ih much the same way from the nuts of the Manicole
palm., It forms a beverage of a rich yellow colour, but it neede
a good application of suger to make its taste agrecable to my
palate. I have tried it repeatedly when made by Indians who
have beeome "eivilizados" and have adopted much of tle language
and customs of Brazil, I have never seen this palm used in
such a mamner by any of thoee Indians who have had little or no
contact with eivilization, Personally the beverage never

appealed to mee.
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