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Another source of feod is the rivers which Wind and penetrate
everywhere, Every river, creek and even sm&ll temporary eiresn,
unless interrupted by high, unsurmounteble fells of & sheer,
perpendiculaer drop of from fifty to five hundred feet, literally teem
with fish, both in actual quantity &nd numbers of species, Along
the Highlands between Brazil and Venezuelsa, which cuUlminetes in
Mt Roraime, close on 6000 feet high &and the scene of Conan Doyle'ls
"Loet World", only a few smell fish are found in the creeks in the
district, es falls with & sheer drop of &8 much &8 eight hundred
feet or more (Kaiteur TPall) interrupt the pascage upwaerds of the
setrongest Liseh, Such fish, bf no meens common, and coniined to
some two or three epecies are probebly the survivors of eome earlier
geological age, before these mountseins, either eandatoné or
conglomerate, were raeised from benesth the sea, The vest Amazon
Foreat'however!haa a gener&l elevation of little more than six hundred
feut'and though practicelly every river adounds in felle &nd rapids,
very ULrying &nd even dangerous to the pessage of men in &ny kind el
beat, these aelaom prevent the free escent of large numbers of fish
at certain sedcsons, The upward migration sete in with the firset
rise of the rivers at the commencement of the annual r;iny EEBRBON,

As the rivers begin te swell, countless millions in the deeép pools
and enormous estuasries respond to the eannuel urpge for reproduction,
end begin moving up stiream towards the spewning grounds, it may De
hundrede of miles up stream, Even the tiny stresms that for helf
the year &re completely dry and exe generally & mere chain of pools
probably half & mile apart, swarm w;th fish during the few weeks thet
they are in flood, After spawning, meny of these fieh descend egein,
especially the larger species, but many excellent fiahirunning Lo
some three to eight pounds, either get trepped by the receding floods,
or they find a deep hole wiieh promises & decent home until the next
spawning season arrives, It iﬁ-almost inconceiveble the number of
good edible fish thet cen be caugﬁt in these holes, I have teken

with & cest net from one smell pool . ebout thirty feet in diemeter &and

y
some twelve feet deep, about fifty pounds weight in fieh per week lor

seven te lten weeks in succession,




The Indian has neo cast nets of couree, but there are plenty of
trees in the viciaity,anq in nmost caa;a e §upplj of poieonous lianos,
with the latter of which he can kill;aﬁar??hing'in the pool in one
morning, If however, the Indian comes across & pool unexpectedly
with no nearby source of poison, he will cut some large branches and
begin dragging them backwards and forwarde across the poel, Euch &
pool muet not be too extensive and not desper then &bout waist high,.
The object is to aﬁir up and agitate the deep layer of mud &nd
sediment at the boettom ef such pool, &nd the fishes soon find
difficulty in breathing,wheﬂ they move out to the shellow edges, where
the water is cerefully left untroubled; or they rise to the surface
where lese sediment is lheld in suspension, The women &nd children
are posted ai strategic pointe, &rmed with machettes or wooden tlube,
end &8 & fish risee gésping, he is promptly clubbed and secured,

In my early days emongst the Wapichanna, I can remember filling the
pot on many occesions by such means,

With few exceptions, most of the tribes sare passioneately iond
of fish’&nd this longing, together with differenl local conditions,
hus led to differences in the methods and technique ol living, There
ie nothing more irriteting end yet mmusing when trevelling in the
high mountain renges, where fish are rarely found;.than to bgﬁwi}h -1
bunch of Arecune or Paiamone Indians, when they heppen o Blgﬁt &
emall fish in some of the shallowe ef their crystal clear streams,
Irrespeciive of how valueble or fragile their loade may be, down they
go &nyhow on the steep hill #ides and awey gec the carriers aliler the
fish, I have a vivid recollection of the lurid langusge of =&
surveyor friend of mine, who, oﬂ such sn occasion, eaw his chronomelier
go bump, bump, bumping down hill until it fetched up egeinst a boulder
painfully close to the creek, The men who secures the EUhli fish is
8 8ort of hero Tor the day, and it 18 amusing to watch them later in
camp, when after roasting the fingerling (about the everage size),
they share it out in tiny bits to thelr pale and friends, for the
whole fisn at best is rarely more than & couple of mouthfuls,

The Macusei tribe have enormous groves of poisonous lianos at

comménd, and they poison fish en & scele quite beyond the ceépacity of
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any othgr tribe, I heve repeetedly seen them at work on & lake or
nool, fully an acre in extent, and the resultant catch would in
favourable circumstances run into & ton or two of fish te be divided
amonget the couple of hundred famildiee teking part, Pragtically all
these fish are ediblefalthaugh much dependes on taste end necessity,
s meny are full of anneying side bqnea, er pretected with & caovering
20 armour=-like sceles, but nearly every tribe has esome peculiar fish
which only dire necessity will make them touch, The gigantic
Arapaima gliges, running frequently to 300 or 500 lbs in weight and
censidered Dy other tribes and Brazilianse in particular aé a
remarxeably succuleant fish, is the Macusei shibbeleth, Ne self
reepectiing Macussi, m&n or women, would eat this Tieh,due %Le & belief
that a Aﬁmber of bright red sceles, ebcut the size of pennies, which
are found aleng ihe lower part of the hedy between the vent and the
extreme Lsil bear some obscure relation te the cuﬁtoﬁary e rieodses of
W?man!and portend sonme. vague danger to those who eat iit, either
immedistely, or definitely ai the next unien cf the sexes, The sanpe
idea and principle is found &mongst the Wapichanne, but ncit in the
case of the Arapeime, which they hunt &znd eat with relish, Thelir
b€ie nelr is one of many varieties of mersi or peranha, So numereus
in every river and &ll ef which have tremendeusly powerful jaws and
dengerous rows. of sharp, sherk-like, cnttiné teeth, &nd feor which
every persdon holds & great respect on scceunt of the emputation ef”
toes, ifingers and ether mutilatiens when ewimming er bathing in ihe
creeks, I had & Macussli boy working wiith me, who, while bething when
& small bey, had his entire pgenitel ergens bitten off, The pereanhe
in question is one known ae Tabuuh#wkich, around the ap&wning seeson
sspecially, is a very bright scarlet hue aleng the belly and lower
sides, This indicates thet the genital ergans of either sex, but
especially the women may be cut up if ite flesh is esaten, and only &
few of the bravest; feoelhardy, unmerried men dare eat the fish, even
when hard prescsed

The Wepichanna ceuntry, aﬁrroundad by, and with equsal access to

& similar enermous extent of the same type of forest &s ithe Macussi,

peoscesses very few of the poeisonous haisrri lienes, fer ne very



epparent reaseon except thst the tribe &re the grestest fieh eaters I
knew, and it ie prebable that they exhausted the supplies leng age in
satiafying their longings, On this &cc@untlthe Wapichenne heve
ceveloped & range of other miner poetsens, far beyend that met with in
any other tribe and alse greater numbers of mecha&nical devicese, traps,
and other means ef precuring supplies of fish, During the heavy
reiny seasen, when every sweamp and gutier ie evcrflawiné, the hook
end line and thg bew end arrew eare the principel weanens of the
fisherman eof every tribe, snd in the making of their iren tipped
arrows, llie Wapichanna surpess 811 the tribes in vaeriety, design and
beauty ef fiaish,

A8 the water recedes with the close of the rzins, such fish as
remain become shy and rarely take the heok unless during the night,
60 obther means have Lo come inte use, They wea@e 2 fine mesh net
which is fitted up like an ordinary fisher's net (Ne.1) with which
they can sceep up small fish in numbers at certein seasens, generally
when congrcgating belof certein falls while weiting fer faveureble
water te pass, They weave & cone shaped, circular +trap of etraight
saplings and lianes, (Ne.2) wiaich they cen plant dewn in seme shallew,
muddy peel, end seize &ny Iish thet msay be inéide by inserting the
hand throeugh the epen tep. They alse weave & tapering trap (Ne.3)
with leng split reeds or mid rib ef palms, Tnie is used when the
water Ileowing down the creek is reduced te very small prepertiens,
The trap is invariably placed in seme tiny, suiiable fall, with a
Toot or se ef a drep and where the weter ie cenverged inte 2 eingle
channel, with the onen end upwerde and se arranged that ell th? water
flews inte the mouth, when it is secured in pesitien by stenes and
lienes, Numbers of small fish descend froem peel te poel during the
night, Be the trapes are set before eundewn and &re left in pesitien
all night, The treps ere lifted &t early dawn &nd the trapper may
find ene, three or thirty fish for his first meal of the day,

Anether commen ferm of trap im use wes No.4, A ring seme BiX

inches diameter is weven frem stiff lienes and finiehed in Buch a

way that ithe free ende of the lisnes meet in a leese ceone, A, Areund
. .“' . ~ 3. .
Lals & paslkel &as wovea frem split reeds az per B er Oi Seme Dailt

is put ineide and the trap anchered out in & pecl all night. The
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fish attracted by the bait inside would nese areund until they feund
the entrance; the s@if? lianes would yield sufficiently Te &ilow the
fish to pass inticde, but would net allew it te get out again.

Spring reds fer fishing were cemmen amengst the Wapichanuna fer
aight fishing after the waters lad receded and left the hanks of creek
or lake well expesed (1v,5). Befere setting eut, the Indian weuld
take a piece of = tgugh twig, ebeut the thickness of & pencil &nd
ene inch er se leng., This he would fit with & piece of string &t .
each end &s A. which weuld b; secured at Lhe preper placé'on his
fishing line, Next he weuld cut a steuter sapling with & Qide branch
which was trimmed &s B, snd te the str#iaht end ¢i which he weuld
alse fix & piece of siring. He would salse cut & steut straight piece
of esapling abeut & feeoit leng, end & long tapering supple pole teo
serve as & red, te the peilnt ef which he attached his line &nd heelk,
Arriving at seme suitable plece Tor fishing, he would drive his
fishing red deep inte the seil of the bank, close te the wuterj he
wnu;d securely drive in the woodiﬁ'p-g'tﬂfﬁhicr e weould tie B.,attcr
wiich &ll he had te de was te bait hiB'Leuk and cennect &, and B,
preperly, The fish seized the beait, releseed i, from B, wihen the
red would jerk back séraight end the fieh was caught. The Indian
nay set as many spring rede &s he has'heuknrand es 8 rul; they ere
eet at dusk te ;atch the larger épecies of fish enly, I heve seen @
fisher bring in twe er three Iish in the merning welghing enything up
te 20 - 30 lbs esach,

In Tishing with & leng line et night the Wapichanna adept &
device which sllews them te sleen cemfortably in their hammecks, They
cut & geed wild pineapple plant or sepe &llied species with reugh
jagged edged lesves, They meke the plent secure with Beil or recks
2 few feet from their hammecks, threw the leng line sut just fer
eneugh, so &8 te leave a ceuple eof fethems lying celled atrtheir feet,
They push ithe slightly tightened line dewn snugly amenget the regged
leaves of tﬁc plant and ge te sleep, . As the fieh takes the beit a&nd
rushes aff, the spare ceils of line make a fairly leud peculiar neise
in pessing threugh the leaves, at winich the Indi&n premptly springs

up and seizes the line te play his Iish,
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Some of the Indians tie the line te the hammecks aand the tug ef
the fish esceping with the bait awskens the sleeper, but in & riverside
camp, semeone is eften meving Breund and every bump in the dark egeainet
the fisher'es heammeclk is a false ﬁlarﬁ, s8¢ the neise making bush is
preferred, Seme Indians tie the line te their bedies, but this 1is
dengerous, ewing te the size of many of the hugh pewerful fish in
these rivers, A tele ie teld by the Wapichenne&, veuched Dy my river
captain, whe wie there at thg accident, Seme helf dezen Wepichenna
Indians were iravelling up river in & best and hsd spent the whele day
laberigqusly hauling their beat and‘clrgo threugh & leng series of very
trying repids, Night found them camping &t the side of & pool f&méua
for largé rish? but they were too eghausted to do any fishing es the
CHENCESB wefa'they would sleep tooc soundly to he&r the noise hush
werning and would most likely be minus & hook &nd line by morning.
However one mén volunteered to fish, He would sleeﬁ close to the
water, eo £e not to dieturb enyone and would secure the end of lae

line to his hody, to be certein of peing swekened if & fish tock the

bait, He coiled the end of the line round hi®s neck &nd a8ll weantl
basleep, They woke next morning to find the m&n's hammock empty and
with no eign of either the men or the line, They hunted unsuccessfully

everywhere for & whole dey &nd reluctantly hed to conclude some huge
fish hed takén the beit end had dregged the unhappy men into the
river, where he was drowned,

1 once had to render assistance to & man who wes ithe victim of &
serious fishing accident, He was fishing &t night, and hed attached
the line by a running knot round the palm of his lelt hend, while
doing some dish washing by the side of the creek, Suddenly there wee
& vielent tug on the line which tightened the Blip knot round the men's
hand and jerked him off his feet, He wes within &n ace of being
dragged into the creek when, yelling for help, he managed to secure
& firm hold on & tree with his free hand, More than twenty men were
in camp & few feet from the scene &nd although everyone Jjumped
nromptly to essist, before they could ?each the men, the running
noose had bitten iante the rlesh end cut through the jointe at the

root of all four fingers, Fortunately it wes not too far Ifrom
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civilizetion, and twenty four houre later the man wee in the care of
& dispenser at & mine, and his life wae saved,

The Wepichanne and Macussi use remarkably short bows by
comparison, and 1 heve often thought their love of fish has been the
cause, They h&ave long known the use of gune, the old muzzle loaded
by preference, which is most suitable for shooting geme in the
iorests, This left the how dnd EYTOW almdst solely for fish
shooting, which ie generaelly done Irom & canoe, e ithe rocke, the open
banke, or the branches overlanging the different streams and pools,
The distance from the hunter to his prey is seldom more then & lew
Zect, coneequently their bowe heve become much shorter and leses
powerful than those of the forest tribes, who, not yet supplied with
gunse,; heve to rely on their bows in the forest for game, eand nust
heve & bow atrong‘enough to drive an &rrow to the top of &ny tree -
their longest shot - where birds and monkeys generally fead,

The Taruma livé along the buanke of & large river which &t no tiume
ever goes dry and which carries aaazing numbers of Iish everywhere,
and &5 the iribe liveslargély on fish, they heave developed their owa
technigque in fishing. They sre equelly &s expert as sny other tribke
with the how and arrow, but depend far more ﬁn the hook &nd line to
gsecure supplies, They have developed lures to & wonderful extent
usiag the lesves, flowers or fruit of countless bushes and trees,

A Tarume will &sk you waat Ziand of fish you would care to eat, He
will go ofi with & particuler bait for that fieh’and by noon will
return with & long atriné of the fish asked for &nd not a single one
of any other variety, No other Indisms of my scqueintance are such
expert fishers, and as all such fishing must be done from & coriel
they &re the most expert canceiste I kaow of, Each fisher goes out
alone and =ay paddle snd drift for a mile or twctﬂitting perched up
in the bow, hie rod in the one hand, & paddle in the other &nd never
for one moment ies the corial allowed to sway more then & Tew inches
from the 4true line of direction, It sounds easgy, bui actuaslly is
exceedingly diffigult end try es Y liked, I neve} could esequire the

k)

knack nor could my Wapichenna cerriers when they iried it,

The Waiwai eat fish fairly commonly, buil do not heve tihe

pessionate longing dieplayed by most tribes. I have staged 'm



poisoning match with them, but they seemed cuite indifferent to its
Success or otherwise and didan't even oi'fer %o collect neny of the
emell verieties of fish, They only do & little hook &nd line
fishing for the large Haimar&awhich every tribe loves, Probebly
thie indifference is due to the lie of their territory, = cul—de-eac’
wWhere their large river enters = high mountain range end into which
hordee of geme unwittingly drift from the énormous pleine lower down
country, and of which there is generally =a supplj emple Ior sll
neecds,

The Mepidien tribe est fish but ere almoet a8 indifferent s
the Weiwai, The Chikena tribe,who live & long way East of the
Weiwel fre agein pessionetely fond of fish and ae they have
prectically no trade vwith the outside world, although they know whet
hooks are, they very rarely possess one, They have, lhowever,
developed their own method of fishing from neturel sources within
their resch, - They meke hooke from various bones of geme, &nd also

from thorns and slivers of wood, but by fer their most successful

metnod is by meens of & spring rod (No.s6). When tlie creeks ere
fairly ﬁry, they fixieither by driving into the river bottom or
enclioring with stones &t various eelectied spots, two stickse in the
form of a cross, A, At home they have & number of longiwoven
beskets, B, and &8 soon as the river ehows & rise, and & poseibility
of some of these cross sticke being completely submerged, they set
out to place their 8pring rods, The rod is driven safely into the
bank &s with the Wepichanna, but three etrings are atieched to ite
end inatgad of one, The basket mouth facing down streem is now
carefully balenced under the lieno tie ¢f the crose sticks, Acroses
the inside of the basket’near thg closed end!& piece of beit ie
e&ttached to an easily broken young lieno, &nd the lieno ends pessed
outside to be tied in a knot ebove, D, The spring rod is now pulled
down, and the two principel lines &re attached to eech eide of the
open mouth of {he basket; the other is tied %o ihe lieno cerrying

the bait, E, and the trap is completed, With the riaing'river, fish
begin moving up etream, sceat the bait, and enter the open mouth

of the basket, F. It seizes the beit, enaps the thin brittle vine
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which immediately releases the epring rod, and the basket is jerked
up in the eir and the fish imprisoned, G, Ae many as & dozen of
these epring baskets may be set, and I have seen & 20 lbe Haimears
ceught in one which wes so heavy that the spring rod could only keep
the mouth of the besket level with the water, but ihe fish of course
was helplessly wedged in the bottom of the basket and escape wes
impossible, For small fiseh,6 the Chikena ueed & emall berk box (No.T)
by using two ntripg of berk ebout two feet and two feet six.igcheb
long respectively., Laid at right eangles, A,, the four ends &are
bent up on each other to make a box, B, The long projecting end

of the longer bark hae a pertial cut wade’but not sp deep &8 to
injure the cambium, which acte as & hinge, The trap is baited and
set with 2 small spring rod in & ewanmp, The fish enters, seizes
the bait, and the projecting flap is closed ﬁy the spring rod!&nd
the fish secured,

The Trombetas abounds with greet numbers of Electric Eels, &and
in & vieit to the Kughyena tribe, I found they were exceedingly fond
of this fish as food, They went out in their coriels and would
drift along "the river, bow end &rrow &t tihe ready for the Eppearsnce
of en eel, which has the habit of coming to the surface pericdicelly
fer air. These eels rarely rise to the surfece in th; open, but
take advantege of eany floating leel @0 as to rise underneath &nd be E
less vieible to enemies, I heve seen the Indisns release a few
large deed leaves on the surface of & good spot and quietly follow
them till &n eel popped up from below, wheén ne wWes promptly
transfixed by an arrow, When shot, the eel was lifted by the
grrow into the boat and clubbed to death, 1 have seen & boat of
Indiens ehbot & dozen in &n hour, &nd what surprised me was the
caeual way the huntere handled their catchs, These eels can give &
definitely peinful, if nct dangerous shock, &t &ll times, yet the
Kumayena handled them es il thejy wereruo many potatoes, without
feer wvnd &e far &s I could see, without inconvenience or pé&lin,

Most people jump at the sudden sharp shock of electriciiy
such as when you btouch the sperking plug of &n internel conmbustion

engine, yet I hed s&n Indian who could hold a sperking plug till the
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Cows came home without even feeling it .as he repeetedly essured me,
unless that it felt hot to the touch, We tried ell menner of

I " . e " ) -
teste on thet hoy waen when he was unaware of whet we were doing,
end I aever once saw him bet an eyelid, I am quite certain that
that boy did not feel anything end the Kumayene mey be the same
with electric eels elthough all other Indiane of my acqueintance
are thoroughly efrsid of them and give them a wide berth on every
occasion,

Fish, LoWaever numerous, cen not be relie€ on for 8 steady
eupply at short actice for +the varying needs of any fewily or
tribe, There are times when they heve =& surfeit and numbers go
bad and putrid through lack of facilities and means for curing, but
there are times when for weeks together during the dry season, no
fish cen be ceught except at an elmost proliibitive cost of time and

petience,



