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Pot-pourri !

There must have been well over 200 people esesembled in this
Waiwei village, about 100 Terumes, including 211 the men, women
and children, a good number of Waiwais who had come in from
outlying villeges, and there wees the population (no meen one) of
their own village, The place was packed to overflowing, &nd &
few temporary shelters had had to be hurriedly erected on the edge
of the elearing,

The men all dolled up in paint and feathers were Lorde of &all
they surveyed, strutting around like pescocks, chetting and yarning
with strangere or emongst themselves, and incidentelly consuming
enormous quantitiee of food and native beer, They were & merry,
spectacular crowd, and leughter ceame in peals from &all quarters,

Nearly every tribe hss one man who is noted for his stories,
wit and humorous jokes, The best reconteur I have ever met wae
a man belonging to the Wapichanne tribe, In ordinary life, he
was an apathetic, solemn owl of & fellow, but once the cemp fires
got going after dusk had settled down, he wes & completely
different being, and I have often heard him holding a whole camp
of some 20 to 30 individuale completely spellbound for the
evening, The women would stop spinning, with one heand held aloft;
the men would quit such work as they were doing, end swing round
to watch and listen the better; ell open mouthed, ebeolutely
silent, and completely carried away, The raconteur was yerning
away, and greduslly & vibrant excitement crept into his uttereances
as if he were just on the point of bursting with laughter, Then !
the point of the joke would come in one last telling sentence,
when everyone would breek into prolonged peals of leughter - the
storyteller laughing as heartily a8 any one, I hed him in &
camp for some weeke and he used to etart storytelling two or three
times a week/ He had the art of explasining everything necesseary
during the story, always ending in a eriep sentence thet brought

the house down, and he never had to add or explain enything

afterwards, I was new to the country, and knew little of the
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language, 8o could not follow these stories, but as far &s I could
gather, most of the jokes centred round simple heppeninge in the
hunt, or silly accidents to others,

Qur old friend, Mabba Tiu, was epperently the Tarume jester
or storyteller, and nearly every day he would sit out in the
clearing with e deep ring of Tarume and Weiwei men doubled up in
laughter every few moments, Mebba Tiu wae more of & humorist
then & storyteller, He kept up & rapid fire of remarks, &t which
everybody laughed uproariously nearly all the time, e&nd such
laughter never ceme after & long description followed by a tense
finel sentence, 4 good amount of hie wit wee et my expense I
found out, - describing sctions of mine which were in some ways
different from their own, a8 how I had trodden on & dead fallen
branch of a tree which broke with & loud snap under my weight, and
how he had jumped "so high" in sudden fear, that some big geme
had crept up unnoticed and wae springing to seize hinm,

The women, unfortunately, hed no time for & holidey or to deck
themselves up in their Sunday best, On them fell the duty of
providing food for the crowd, Cessave breadmaking wes in full
swing the whole day, and work was often going on in the derk,
There were also enormous quantities of beer to be brewed, &nd much
cooking to be done, There wes & steady streem of women going off
to the fields, returning heavily laden with cassave tubers,
vegetables and fruit, A1l the stranger women had to work equally
hard, The Tarumas had one clear day of rest, on arriving, efter
which they had to cook and bake for their men folk, A couple of
Waiwai women returning from the fields would dump their loads in
the guest house and the Taruma women had to getl busy, On other
days, the Taerumas had to go for their own supplies in some of the
various fields,

Nearly evefy etring of women who went to the fields had & man
or two accompenying them, I got out my twe men and went elong to

seethe operations, The fields presented no novelty either in
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appearance or in the veriety of plents, except for their size which
wes much greeter themn anything I hed seen in eny other tribe, We
went principelly for cessave, end the modus operendi eeemed to be
for the women to dig out the cassave roots, while the men dug up
the part cleered, replenting foot long cuttingse of casseve slick
cut by the women in removing the roote, so &s to ensure & new crop
next year, I found the workers hed only one hoe emongst them,
in fact there were only & couple of known hoes in the whole Vaiwel
tribe, ell worn down to about 1/3 of their proper size, Digging
operations were done by herd wood poles sherpened to e chisel
point, | Theee poles were used by both the women end men. Very
old axes, no longer cepable of being sharpened up, and of little
use for anything else, were 2lso used, The greeter pert of the
digging wae done by these wooden chisels end was & slow laborious
Jjob., I made it & point to bring hoes along on my subsequent
vieite, but these were not enough to go round, Axes they nmust
heve at all costs, to throw down the trees preperatory to house
and field making, but hoes, although in gieat demand, could be
done without. I was told thet in the old daye when iron wss
elmost completely unknown, their sagas gave it that fire was mede
round each tree snd &s it burned, the cherred perts were chipped
away by estone axes to hasien felling. Up to the very lest visit
emongst the Waiwei, when my party wes asked to assist in planting
operations in & new field, most of our men used hard wood poles
for digging the necessary holes in the ground,

The Waiweis had shot lerge quantities ol geame 1n enticipetion
of the Tarume vieitetion, but this did not last very long when &o
many hungry people had arrived, The berbecues soon became empty
end must be refilled if possible, or at least the pois kept
boiling. Every day perties of men went out hunting, snd generslly
returned with good success, The chiefe and elderly men etayed
in camp, but the younger men were out glmost daily and often ell

day, When these parties returned, part of the geme secured wes
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invariebly turned over to the Terumee Iror their use, My perticuler
party, void of women folk, was the particuler cere of Kiwinik and
his wives, We were givaﬁ the choice of whet we wanted and right
royelly we fared,

The Tarumas had elso to turn out hunting, and I got out my
geng also, Wohen I went out, XKiwirnik and Qﬁe or two of hie headmen
always went with ne, They knew the forests end where game wae
most likely to be found. The Weiweis had only bows &nd arrowse &nd
& large knife or cutless as arms but they were very efficient with
these, I‘wae walking immedietely behind Kiwinik one day when we
put up a flock of powis birds, We raced ahead £o get under them
a8 they hopped end flew from branch te brench in an ettempt to
cleer the dense forest &and escape, We got a good chance in &n open
space, and up went my gun, - & matter of a second or two only -
end down came my bird, Two powis thudded almoet simultaneously
on the ground. Kiwinik had got his bird elso, with hie bow &nd
arrow,

We had a few hunting doge with us alwaye and very efficient
they proved, Almost every hunt met hoge and thece the doge would
either bring to bay, or force to take shelter in & hole either in
the earth or a tree, Once brought to bay, ean arrow tipped with
Makabur - the Tarume eand Waiwai variety of the OQuralli poiﬂoh -
wee driven home and in a few moments the hog wes on its way -
pick-a-back - to the village, A poisoned arrow was used in
preference, as the hog is a large and etrong &nimel, Unless &n
arrow pierced a very vital spot, which wes most unlikely in a
fighting squirming maes of pig and doge, it meant more &arrows to be
used, 8ll of which would undoubtedly be broken peyond repair, The
poisoned arrow has a detachable head; the sheft might drop clear
end could be used sgain, and once a single poieoned &rrow hed
pierced the body, it wase only & metter of seconds before the pig
went to sleep from the poison,

Pigs which seek shelter in any hole, soon reslise their
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cramped position, and if the hunter ie not on the spot pretiy
promptly tili be off for e new shelter, When found in & hole, the
huntere very promptly barricasde all exite and then set to work to
meke a cage to secure the animal, Thie is done with 2" diameter
seplings about 12 £t long, leshed &nd secured with bush-rope to
form an open work tube with both ends open, (8ee drawings), One
end is supported well off the ground, the other placed over the
hole, The barricede is removed end the pig rushes out at once and
up the tube, His feet however slip between the open work slets
when he becomes helpless and cen be speared at leisure,

I was surprised to find the VWaiwais made use of shooting butte
in their hunfing. They were generally on rising or undulating
ground,where a good view could be obteined in front, or where
fruit wee in season which would attract game &es it fell on the
ground, I found these butts invariably arranged at the junction
of two creeks, We would creep silently down & shallow or dry
creek, the doge having been leashed and held by someone behind,
until we ceme to some natursl cover such es a large bole of =
fellen tree, or & tangle of bush-rope, We crept out under shelter
of tﬁis to & ecreen or butt made of br%nchcu eo arrenged thet the
hunter wes hidden while he had & clear view in front. If any
geme was there, it was shot, but if nothing eppeared the hunteman
begen imitating the call of all such animale and birds as were
fond of that particuler fruit, If nothing answered, his luck was
against him when he would move on, or wait as he cared, It was
only & question of time before the game must come to feed,
generally in the early morning or late evening. Most of these
butte were mere temporary screens, snd often we stopped to erect
a new one at a suitable spot, Others did the same, and when they
got back home told of their whereebouts so that other hunters could
visit them also, One day I wes out elone with Kiwinik end one of
hie men, when we heard the crowing of powis, Repidly bresking off

brenches and saplings they soon formed & screen round the perty,

They then began crowing in imitetion &and soon & powis trotted
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ifor'ard to fall 40 an arrow, then another and another, till four had
been shot, I took no part in the shooting at Kiwinikl!s special
request, end I now saw the reeson why, Hed I fired at the first
bird, the others would have fled from the report, end here we head
bagged four birds in place of oné,

I had heard of an unusual method of shooting monkeys, and one
day I got Kiwinik to stage a demonstration, On the first streak
of dewn every able man and boy was sent off into the foreste - the
Tarumes also, Kiwinik and e couple of his men remeined to eescort
myself and men to the scene of final operations, The sun was well
up before he gave the signal to start and even then we did not
hurry, as we followed & well beeten trail over the slightly
undulating country, Presently we began climbing, and I reaslised
we were entering & high range of mounteains, We topped a ridge
when we heard shoute and cries from the plain, Immedistely
Kiwinik shouted, "We must hurry or we will be too late", and
boﬁnded up the slope like an antelcpe, We were soon climbing
elmost perpendiculerly end eccustomed &8s we were to only the levef
plaine, we soon got out of breath and were left behind, ‘The
yelle beneath us were increasing in number and volume, and our Chief
was dencing in excitement and urging us to hurry. It was all right
for him, but we were in bad shape, old Seaik Tau especially. At
last we made the crest of the mountain, and the Chief end I reced
ehead, The forest cleared in front and the Chief pointed excitedly,
and I saw troops of monkeys ageinst the ekyline running up & few
large bush-ropes apperently out of the ground end going into the
tree tops overhead, We rushed forwerd, but the lest monkey had
just pessed up, the bush-rope quivering and shaking with his
movements, within touching distance of our hand,

I now found we had come out on a sheer precipice some 60 to
1ooiﬁiore feet high, extending along the whole side of & mountein,
This wee bare, beld rock, unclimbable at eny point except juef
where we stood, The drop wes not 8o great at our feet, and some

nelf dozen stout, strong bush-ropes, touching the edge in front of
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us disappeared amongst the itree tops below us,

The men who hed left cemp at dawn hed surrounded & large erea
of the lower plain, and advencing in & long thin line, had with
their yells and noise of all kinds driven forwerd such troupes of
monkeys as they came acroes, These they graduelly forced up to the
face of the escarpment, centring on the point where we mnow gtood,
Rather then face the closing ring of yelling humens, the monkeys
ned seized the bush-ropes to scramble up to safety - as it proved in
this case, Had we been a few moments earlier, it would have been
a different tele, Bows and arrows were not neededy all the Indian
had to do was to seize a club, & few of which lay scattered around
at our feet, end hit each monkey over the head as it climbed over
the edge.

Saik Tau got the blame for our being lete &t the rendezvouse,
end a8 he was second man there was some truth in it. He was
subjected to much ridicule after our return to cemp, but I eam efreid
it was water on a duck's back, and Saik Tau hed & thick skian & none
knew better then I |

Fortunately the monkeys were not in eee&son et thie time and no
very greatl loss was sustained, The hunt hed only been steged for
my perticular benefit, 1t wes the Red Howler and Black Spider
veriety of monkey thet wae hunted in this way, When these monkeye
are properly fat they are considered quite & delicacy &nd are
eagerly hunted and shot by all tribes, When they are not fat and
out of season, they are only shot and eaten as & lest resort, when
bad luck or poor shooting feile to £111 the pot, During the
season, Kiwinikk assured me if was the Weiwel custonm to Btege one or
two shoote of these monkeye in the manner shown me and they never
failed to secure them in numbers, After a smoke and & rest
Kiwinik shouted orders to his men below to disperse end to hunt as
each liked on the way back to the village, In this they were very
successful, and we aleo got some game on our return journey.

Moet of the Indian tribes have = wholesale respect, if not
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active fear of the jeguar and the other larger epecies of the

feline tribe, The Macussi and Wepichanne populate large deep
é bt
pools with a jaguer of supernaturel size and power, kgsﬁwonagﬁ

must lie up "when sick", as & passing brute would smell her tracks,
end pain, illness and even disester might result, No self-
respecting Wapichanne will kill & jaguar even with the inducement
of & five dollaf cesh reward attached, ms the spirit of the brute
will moset certeinly retaliate, probably on en unborn beby, a child,
or other helpless dependent, A few of the 0ld men cleimed the
reward I used to offer, but there was much sheking of heeads, end
"Weit eand Bee", or a.very definite "I told you so", if & relative
fell ill or died - probably & year later |

The Waiwels had, I found, no fear of any of the forest cate,
Round neerly every man'e weist wes a silk gress cord, on which were
etrung a few of their canine teeth or tusks, so errenged thet they
stuck out immediately over the hip joints, I found thet every
youth had singlehanded to kill s jaguar - the bigger, the better =
before he could acquire full menhood stetus, The Waiwei edmit
denger from these beasts when wounded or cornered but sttribute no
supernatural power to thelr killing, either to the hunter himeelf
or his more helpless dependente, ‘Any man may kill them &lthough
efter they have passed into officiml manhood, few men ectually do,
unless in defence of their dogse or themselves, When the youth kille
his jaguar, the eye teeth are cerefully cut out entirely, 2 tiny
hole is-drilled at the extreme lower point, & string is threaded
through end he wears it s a belt, A hake tiger - one of the
smaller variety of wild cate - is generally shot first, the larger
animal being killed later, after he has scquired a little more

confidence, In most cases, the belt cerrieea 6 teeth over each hip,

two large jaguar ones in the centre, flanked by two on each side
from some of the smaller c¢ats, shewing he has killed 2 hake or
tebbe tigers end 1 jaguar or puna,

When we went hunting, the men left a2ll their ornaments behind,

either in the village or &t & convenient epot near by in the
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forests, Even the fancy new lap or loin cloth would be exchanged
for the older working dne, es the fewer feathere or gewgawe they
wore the better while slipping through the dense undergrowth of the
forests, Yet on occasion they could reace through the forest with
21l their fency dress, The herdest sprint I have ever done was
following Yufuno (efter Kiwinik's death) in & med rece to overtake
& herd of hogs which pessed almoet through our cemp &nd to Becure
which he had no time to undress, When we finished, I wes quite
breathless, but he wasn't even panting end hadn't lost & fesather |
I found that the Waiweis hed actually three types of dress;
the full ceremonial dress on state or great occasione; the working
drees, and the one they elept in, The ceremonial dress ie an
indication of the owner's status, his wealth eand above &ll, his
prowees as a huntsman, The youth just entering manhood hee to

shoot every feether he wears, and it takes him some years before he

gets enough to make all the variety of ornements necessary, He
cennot devote his whole time to hunting, He has to cut, burn end
plant a field, and assist the village in all communal work, He

has his own arme and ornaments to mske and countless other duties,
so thet it is generally not until & man ie well over 20 years of
age that he can become one of the dandies of his tribe,

The working dress is the plainest posesible, The heair tube ie
worn at all times, but an uﬁfeathered plein one only. The mollusk
ear rings will be retained, but their tassels ere taken off, and
the same goee on over every part, The left erm ie conspicuously
free from ®ll ornaments, especially below the wrist, so as to offer
no impediment to the return of the drawn bowstring after firing en
arrow, Juet above the biceps of the left arm, & band of gum is
universally worn to ensure steadiness of eaim ﬁnd setrength to extend
more eaeily their enormous bows, often fully & ft long. Thies bend
of gum - very like en elastic baﬁd - is frequently covered with e
long string of white or coloured glass beeads, The right erm is
generelly denuded also, but not tbo the ssme extent, their bracelets

made from the hard outer shell of the Brezil nut and = bend of begds
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et the wriet and ebove the biceps genereally being retained.

The pyjamee or sleeping drese is confined to & minimum of
ornaments on the body elso, end the lap is also taken off in most
cases, Underneath hie verious belts and laps, the Waiwei wears a
gingle cotton yard cord about &s thick es & thin pencil round the
waist, It is worn rather loosely, and the left testicle is passed
up between it and the body to heng over in front, Behind this, the
penis ie snugly tucked out of sight, Standing naked otherwise than
with this string, the Waiwal men &re in no way eshamed, as it is
their national dress of tradition - probably as & relic of the days
when bark laps were those in sole use - but should the penis become
exposed to view, he 18 at once completely overwhelmed with shame,

. &8 would be his European compeer in similar ci%cumatancea.

The Waiwei women wear the minimum of dress at all times except
when there ie a dance on: & bead lep hanging in front from the
weist downweards fgr some 8 to 12 inches; the shell fish ear-rings
and the rolls of beads round arms, lege and neck being the genersal
custom, The Waiwei women showed little ehbarraaement or shane,
if, for = moment, their whole person were exposed to view, I was
very much surprised at this, when I met i£ first, es most Indien
women &are intensely shy, I had gone down elone to the creek to
bathe one day end had just undressed, when hearing voices I dived

into the water, It wae & fine deep pool of crystal clear water,

There emerged from the rosd & couple of the young village maids

with goobies to cerry up water on their return, These they filled
and set aside, and began to lay off their ornaments &as they
evidently required & bath aftef the work of grating cessava &l] dey.
Pulling the slip string of their beed leps they stood & second or
two, their whole bodies completely exposed to view, before they dived
into the water, After ewimming eround a while and giving their
bodies a good rubbing over in the shallows, by way of removing any
dirt, they stood up on the rocks again within & few feet of me

perfectly nude, while wringing the water fronm their long hair,

Eventuelly donning their laps, they picked up their water gourds
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and disappesared, They hed no more immorel idees in their heads
ithen a child of seven, They had beeutiful bodies, and they knew
it, but why be ashamed of God's most beautiful gift, e perfect
body ? Few of the meids of eny tribe beiween the age of

puberty and motherhood require adjuncts %o sllure the edmiretion
of the opposite sex, They possess curves, agility, grace &nd

verve which are their naturel and greastest charm, It is only

when civilization gets & foothold that aids to beauty ere brought
into play, end then too often comes vice as well,

Hunting emonget the Weiwai in seeson of good fruitbesaring,
becomes more play than enything elee, especially, as now, when a
crowd of visitore was sround and 8ll work, except the very
necessary, had been stopped in their honour, The Mapura velley
is broad and fertile, and hemmed in towards its sources by high
and often precipitous mounteins, it forme & sort of converging
funnel, in which coﬁgregate the various flocks snd herds of geme
from the plains, extending away South Eeet as far ae the Rmazon,
When I went out shooting at first, the Weiweis were rather
frightened of the report of the gun, Cn no eccount would they
even touch anything shot, My own men had te pick it up and carry
the game home, nor would they taste anything when cooked, No
Vaiwai would eccept any geme shot with & gun,and when we got more ©
than enough for our smell requirements, the balance went to the
Tarumas who eccepted it readily enough, On our return journey e
few days later over the mountein range where we had been 8o
hungry, we started off with & good supply of dried game, I hed
however to get conslderable assistence to help my own men in
carrying all the stuff we had bought between ue, Again we fared
bedly in the way of game &and our supply ran down, We got beck
to where we had sunk our coriale at the landing, pretiy hungry
so far as meat went, as also our dozen Waiwal carriers, Ceesave
in any form is not setisfying 1f eaten alone over a lengthy period
of persistent hard lebour, I however shot & hog within & short

distance of the landing, and Kiwinik's fether who wee with ue in
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Beer | Glorious Beer 11!

Practically e%ery tribe 6f Aboriginale has some peculisr
national alecoholic drink, The Macusei have their Keesiri meade
from sweet potatoes; the Wapichennsa have Parakarri made from
cepsava and the Weiwais their Bashida, made from cessave also,

There sre dozene of varieties of drink mede from other sources
and every Indian cen make most, if not all of these, as well es hise
national beverage, 8trong drink cen be made from cassave, yems,
eweet potetoes, Indian corn, juice of suger cane, pineapples,
bananas, the fruit of the Keshu tree, various other fruite of the
forest and almoet anything thet contains & fair amount of sterch,

Kessiri is made from the edible tubers of the Bweet potato,

a peculiar pink fleshed variety only being used, which imparte the
cheracteristic red hue to the beer, The tubers, after being well
weshed and cleaned, are boiled in large quentities end meshed down
to the consistency of ordinary porridge, This pulp is set aeide
to cool, after which a number of women begin chewing mouthfuls and
ejecting it back into the seme pot or & special bowl)when they
consider each mouthful has been properly mixed with selivse,. When
enough porridge has been sufficiently chewed, the bowlfuls sare
returned to the parent pot, &nd the whole thing well etirred to
ensure proper mixing, In about 24 hours, water is added to
dilute the beer to its desired density, after which it cen be
drunk, elthough it does not generally ripen completely under 36

to 48 hours,

The Indians have no means of procuring yeaet to start the
necessary fermentation in beer making, but they all seem to know
that salive will do the trick, I do not know of any more
revolting sight than helf a dozen old women squatting round e
large pot, chewing away for deear iife, and spitting esch mouthful
beck into what you know will be handed to you as drink thé day

after to-morrow,

It is by no mesns every girl, maid or womean who cé&n



217.

successfully meke beer, Experience énd reputetion must be gained,
The younger females of ; villege may be allowed to chew & few
mouthfule, but those responsible for its potency and bouquet sre
generally old women, Amongst the-Wapichanna, no woman can make
beer properly unless she hes had tattoo marke done in & line from the
corner of the mouth elong each cheek, like this - - - - -, or on
the upper end lower 1lip, These marks must be black, and although
various fﬁrmu of soot cen be used, by far the most popular as eleo
the most efficient, is soot made from burning suger cene peelinge
under an inverted pot,. The meids generelly prefer to keep their
mouths unmarked, and the tattooing ie rerely done before the first
or second child has been wesaned,

Careful observations of minor details in the brewing ere, of
course, reesons for the better brews, skill to acquire which may
require years of triasl and error in addition tqinmtructionu and
hints from outsiders, Thus a woman may be quite old before she
geine & reputation, for almost invariably ahe hes to wait for yesars,
until a previously recognised expert has departed for pesiures new,
Every meid learns the trade, but her brew must be ineipid and only
for limited use, Every wife must of course brew her husbeand's
beer and such as he may require in hospitality, but it may be years
before she attaiﬁn the skill or reputation to conduct-a village
Paiwarri (drinking teast),

Most of the verious brends of beer brewed by the Indiens have
this repulsive form of chewing employed, %o introduce s&alive to
breek down the greains of starch, Pure juice from the sugar cane
pressed out by simple heand procesces, Boon begins to ferment on
its own account end there are one or two fruit drinks thet do not
need mestication to induce fermentation,

The parakarri of the Wapichannes is made from cessavae end never
chewed, They follow the ordinary processes &s& in breadmaking but

e much hotter fire is used under the girdle or baking pé&n and the

cakes of bread are much thicker, This repid firing ceuses an
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outside skin to form quickly, and leavee & good helf inch in the
centre of partially baked glutinous dough., A pert of the floor of
the hut hes been well covered with banane leaves in & quiet spot ae
secluded from light and air ae possible, On these leaves, ‘the
cessava cakee ere thrown as they come off the beking pan, The cakes
are laid over & space of € to 10 ft diemeter according to the size
of the brew required, and piled to a depth of some 6", Thén the
leaves of & shrub are scattered over the top, just & couple of
handfuls, together with the flowere and the setting fruit of the
eame plant, The whole thing is now covered with banene leeves to
exclude air and light, and allowed to ripen, In two to three deye!
time, & fungus hae begun to grow on the bread, very like ordinary
mould, and all the cakes becone elmoet one large mass of soft
fermenting matter, Thie mess is tasted every few hours end when
it ie decided fermentetion 1e correct, the whole mess is macereted
in pote with & quantity of water, It is then put through fine
mesh sieves to eénsure egeinst lumpiness, and is at once thrown into
the huge dugoute kept specially for the purpose, Large quentities
of water are now added; it is then covered up end allowed to ripen
for enother 12 to 24 hours, when the visitors begin to essemble &nd
the festival begins,

I do not know the botanical name of the shrub necessary to
induce Termentation, but it is quite common, Only e half dozen
twigs or so sre required, but they must heave blossonm and young fruit,

The beer troughs are made from the bole of the 8ilk Cotton
tree, and may be eny length up to 12 £4 long. A hendy dismeter is
enything between 3 %o 4 £+, In junking out the piece selected,
care is taken to provide for & projecting lug or handle at each end,
A longitudinel slit of eome 8" wide is made along the top, &bout

8" from the end proper, and the whole centre is dug out leaving

some 2" of wood as a skin, The digging is done with cutleasses,
exes and such tools s&e they have, The wood ie soft, more like
hard pith and eesily worked. It is now allowed to dry, end & fire

ie made inside, generally with sone of the dug out pith after being
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dried, Thie burns easily, but with no great heat, The object is
to char off &ll splinters on the sides &nd so present no danger to
the women's hends when they reach to dip out beer &t low levels,

The form of these drinking troughs is:- "Fﬂuu;k Iensﬂ'udlm’ﬂ‘.}

- . Handles for ],:Hr,,;?

whewr emply
"8 g olid head .

These troughe are very light when dry &and cen be picked up by two
people if empty.,

I have known Indians ;011 a 8ilk Cottom log for miles across
the seavennahs to their houses to be dug out eventually as & beer
holder,

After the fire, the ashes are tipped out, the sidee rubbed to

remove any points, but chercoal does not poison so why worry ? i

1
have often seen & firet or second brew with quite & lot of charcoal
floating around in the beer when being served, but it 1s quite
immaterial |

The Wapichenne heve & peculiar custom at one of their drinking
festivals, The beer belongs to & certain head man who issues the
invitations, but wrestling is indulged in outside the house &g the
various visitors arrive, and if one of these can enter the house
without being overcome, the drink belongs to him and he becomes
naster of ceremonies at the revel, The owner of the drink can
arrange & guard to aseist him and generally all the village or
chosen relativee form the guard, In wrestling, the object is not
to throw the opponent on the ground, but to 1ift him bodily off the
ground till both feet sre no longer touching, The favourite method
ie to get the opponeni on to one shoulder end then cerry him & yard
or two, when the victor conteete with someone else, I haeve never
seen & drink so won although I heve heard of occesions when it
pessed to the visitors, I once naw‘one very powerful Indian who
threw one after enother of his hoste, until they ell turned on him
like & lot of terriers end he wes reised clear of the ground.

I was at one such drink by &accident, and we were all sitting

outside in the shade of the house, the guerd lined up around &nd
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in front of the men'e door when & large contingent errived from &
neighbouring village, About & quarter of & mile away, they gave
their tribel yell end etarted racing towards the house, Vhen about
30 yarde away the guard rushed forward, slapping their chests with
one hand and shouting "To me, to me", as they singled out opponents,
There was one emall stripling of a youth, whom no one thought worthy
of his steel, He kept on running end presently realised he was
inside the guard, He dived for the door yelling, "The beer is
mine, the beer is mine", but —-- | Two old crones had come out of
the men's door to watch the excitement and they now pounced for the
youth calling loudly for help, The youth flung one old lady from
hise path, but the second got & secure hold of hie lep from behind
and held on. His belt broke, the lap came awey in the old lady's
clutches, but he continued for thet door in his birthday suit.

Other eyees had been wetching inside the house aleo, &nd now, like

8 flock of hornets, out ceme a bevy of hefiy meids snd young women,
¥ho seized the naked boy and tésaed him ignominiously egéain and
egain, Everybody went into fits of almost hysterical laughter,

It was considered & great joke, end ror weeke served ¢s the stock
entertainment of the whole tribe,

In appearence Indiesn beer is very unlike the veriety known %o
civilization, Instead of being a limpid amber beverege it has
about the coneistency of thick pea soup with a renge of colour from
red to orange with a puddley brown in preponderance, At its best
point of ripeness, it is slightly acid, and after & walk of hours
under the broiling sun &nd no water, it is & moet efticient thirst
gquencher, It sleo suppliee considerable food for digestion &nd
tides over & weary hour for the hungry hunter or trgveller, while
waiting for & meel to be cooked, Beer made from suger ca&ne is &
ciderlike beverage, but cane cannot be grown 1in sutticient
quantities to provide enough beer to fill their huge drink troughs,
end it is generally added to other cessava brews to increase their
potency.,

Vhen the beer is resting in the trough, the alcoholic part
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tends to accumulete on the surface, and generally has to be well
stirred before being served, By the time & man hes drunk & lerge
celabashful, much of the cessave grain has sunk to the bottom, and
the last thifd to be drunk is a tﬁick gruel, a good part of which
is often surreptitiously thrown away, IE, hoiever, the women wish
to make anyone quickly drunk, they cerefully skim off the thin
wetery layer conteining much alcohol at the top of the trough end
hend it out, A few emell calebashfule (cupfule) of this will soon
bowl over the most hardened drinker,

At & big piwarri or drink, the women hand out the beer, Eech
women hes & big bowl of beer in one hand, but she sBerves it to the
guest in a smaller calebesh, never handing out more at once then a
esmell teacupful, The Wepichanna women in strict etiquette should
hand out a succeseion of three esuch drinks to the seme person, but
never more, The visitor should and often doee hend her an equel
nunber of drinks, which he dips from the 1arge caelebash in the
woman's hend, as he drains esch cupful hended to him, The man must
drink the three calsbashfuls handed %o him, &nd so muet the women
if he returns the compliment, 8he is however serving drinks to
ell and sundry and if each guest she epproeches hends her the
complimentary three she is quickly on the feair wey to becoming
drunke Generally the women take it in turn, even the little girle
have to serve, otherwiee they would soon &ll be helpless,

The men soon become quite merryrand hilarious, but this scon
gives wey to the cantankeroue, quarrelsome stage, and then they pess
on to the meaudlin, sleepy state when they generally go to sleep for
some hours, Dancing is the inveriable accompeniment to a piwerri,
which may be kept up half the day and all night. They are never
all at the sleepy eilly stage &t the same time, and so keep it up
in relays, The leader of the dence is & man of note, either from
his ability in the art or for his singing, and nust carry on
dancing until he behomeo either phyeicelly incepable of further
prancing end foot pounding on the floor, or is hopelesgsly drunk,

The netional beer of the Waiweis, Beshide, is made very much
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on the same lines &as the Perakarri of the Wapichanne, but I heve
never seen it made, They either uee some other herbe in stearting
fermentation, 6r there is some difference somewhere in the
manufacture, as its taste and certein properties are different, It
haes about the seme potency and effect as Parakarri but is much
sweeter and more agreeable to the European taste, At some proper
point in the fermentetion stage of thé covered bread cekes, they
put it up in rolls some 2 - 3" diemeter and up to 2 ft in length.
These are covered with the leaf of & certain palm and secured with
bush-rope, These palms are low growing with eech lesef entire end
not eplit up into scores of separete fronds, I have carried
Bashide from the Waiwai country for many deys overland when put up
in this form and inveriebly found it kept its properties to the
last, being still agreeable to the taste and with & feir emount of
kick left, The parekarri on the other hend must be used up once
& definite meximum of fermentation has been reached, o£herwise
acetic fermentation begins when it socon becomes so acid that it
must be thrown away,

No self respecting villager will willingly be out of beer at
eny time, and there is genereally somé variety on hend in a goobi of
pay two gellon cepacity. This is for the use of the pessing
stranger or visitor who may drop in unennounced, Strict
Wapichanna etiquette demande thet the newly arrived guest must be
handed a drink as soon as is convenient or possible after beginning
the arrival litany with some male meﬁber of the house, ‘A
calabash of beer is handed out, its size depending either on the
supplies to hend or the number of visitors, If no beer is on
hand some substitute muﬁi be found, -A fevourite one is %o
mecerate ripe bananas with the bere hend in & guantity of water in
'a-calabaah. They may soak & couple of handfule of farina in
water, or & few equares of bread, or some fruit which happene to
be in season. In no case will pure water be hended out, It can

be obteined if asked for, but it is not a proper beverage to greet

& guest with, As can happen occesionally oné may reech & hut
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which, &t the moment, cen turn out no drink of any kind, and it is
& very shamefaced houaewife who comes éut to apologise = as
apologise she must,

It is elso very bad form not to present & drink of beer at the
conclusion of any mesal, The men folke may go out to the fields,
hunting, fishing, or io other varioﬁs duties and mey return singly
and ét eny hour, Each must have food set out &8s he arrives end be
given a calabaeh of drink when finished, Woe betide the wife who
cennot beg, borrow or steal some liquid refreshment, if only a tiny
cupful, &t such times as she has been too busy to ettend to her own
supply. There will be & lot of surly remerkse about her
inefficiency end laziness, and sarcastic comperisonses with some other
neighbouring housewife, All Indiens are very sensitive to
criticism or ridicule, and I heve known many ; womeén retire to her
hemmock sobbing eilently &t such times - silently, because if she
nade the slightest noise she might get more,or worese - & thraehing!

I haeve never seen drunkenness amongst the Waiwei, I heve
seen them get quite merry at times, but the& e1)1 seemed to have the
sense to stop or disappear before the quarrelsome stage set in,

I have seen their guests well intoxiceted, but never themselves,

I have sometimes wondered if this abstemiousness wee due to their
whipping metches which is the generel weay of settling eny querrel,
There is no doubt mbout the severe intense pain and deys of
subsequent discomfort following even e mild whipping, &nd much worse
when the pessions are roused,

In herd times when food supplies are low, the quantities of
beer consumed may have to be small, but in average times eech man
will consume & gallon or more per day., It is only &t & drink thet
ne takee enough beer to affect the system in any way,. He hes his
drink after meals just ae a European may have his glase of water or
a cup of tea, but on no sccount must an Indien get drunk elone,
This would be a disgrece and & slur on their socielistic

communal principles,
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A single viwitor;“Ifonlty-from = hut on—the-ad jecent piece of
rising ground, is sufficient excuse to get drunk ir possible, It
ie however at their fes@ivala, when great preparations have been
made, that an Indien can indulge to excess, 4t such times, gresat
guantities are drunk, They drink 1o repletion and then
regurgitate, and go on in this alternative performence &s long &as
the physigque will stand it. I abhor an Indian drinking festiveal
and would go miles to evade one, You must drink what ies offeredy
it simply cennot be refused, and pretending to be asleep is no
excuse, as after an hour or so of rest, they will wake you up.

In open grasslend with no cover anywhere, you cannolt escepe a& cén
be done in the forests,

Their drinking festivals may be pure hospitelity only, but
often & man wishes to become thoroughly drunk, so he throwse a
perty. They can also be got up to;welcome members of the village
who heve been absent at work for some time elsewhere, or any e€xcuse
mey serve, Then there is the working feat;val. L mean may went
to underbrush a field end cut down the forest; he may want help in
making e canoe or building a new hut, so he invites &ll his
neighboure to come along on & certein day. Prior to the date
erranged, he scours the country for game and the women ere busy
baking cessave and brewing beer for the benefit of the workers,
Soon after daylight on the day fixed?the neighbours begin to
arrive, The men &nd bhoys generelly go streight to the scene of
working operations, while the women make for the village to assist
in the beaking, brewingjand various other duties, The men work
steadily with e short rest end a meal towards noon, By 2 p.m.
the work may be finished but on no account do they work later then
4 pem, Everybody has & good bath, puts on fancy drees or beet
elothes, and makes for the hoet!s hut, A good meal is served &t
once, drink circulating freely elso. Actually, they rearely eet
much,K for the prudent housewife plies then with beer as faet as it

can be drunk, end in thie way she conserves both bread end game
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Indien Life - in generel,
The closer ¥an lives to Nature the harder he has to work, There
ere no eight houre a day or forty hours a week with her, Man's

ertificiel laws may create en elusive wealth, end so he may surround
himself with parasites who minister to his wante, thus allowing himself
leisure for thought and the invention of more codes, laws, &and meens
on similer line&, yet it is a sefe bet thet even the leisured men is
88 bDusy - somehow -~ sg & bee, It i8, however, the men who, with only
twe hands and e single brain, has to provide the entire wherewithel
to live himeelf and to meet the demends of hie family (not society)
that kLos 4o work hardest mentally and phyaicaliy in order to wring s
livelihood from raw, non-philenthropiec Nature, The Aboriginel Indien
of the foreste, with the minimum of help from outeide (probebly leees

. then five shillinge per family per annum) must work hard and
intulligentlylor ~ go under,

The primery duties of the humen being are the production of food
for himself and hie dependants, and some sort of shelter from the
climetic vageries of the country in which he lives, Thie i% e
comparatively eaey proposition in civilization, with ite co-operatlion,
communic&étion, end é monetary standard co-ordinating lebour end
necessary euppliea, end it is exceedingly herd for the men from outside
to even imegine-the difficulties that beset the primitive Indian in
securing the necessities of life by his own single exertione, &
minimum of tools and & complete ignorance of the world beyond hie
horizon,

The knowledge of iron and its properties ®seems never to heve been
scquired by the Aboriginals of the Amazon Foreets, end prior.to the
errivel of civilizetion, such tools #e they possesced were of estone,

It ie only compearatively recently that iron toole have penetrsted
through the slow, almost non-existent channele of ¢ommerce between the
verious tribes and even to-day many of the more rEméte tribee have very
few iron inplements, I have seen ¥villages whose sole supply of iron
tools consieted of one axe end & copple of butchers! knives, bmonget

the Weiwei, the posseseion .of & three pound axe, & machetie or =
v
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butcher'!s knife and & tiny circuler mirror (vglue one penny) pleces the
fortunate owner in the ran%e of those who pay Super Tax, Add whet is
known &8 & "six by nine" hée aﬁd.a &ozen of escsorted sized fish hooks,
and &t once he is amongst the Rothechlilds or Rockefellers of his

world, He will probably have been married before he acquired such
wealth, but with only these few tools, he is perfectly eble to branch
off alone end lay the foundations of hie own village somewhere in the
dietant forests where the environment and conditions &re to his liking,
end will provide every necessity for himself and femily.

mhe wise old k¥nowledgeable Indiene heve often told me thet in the
eerly, or now prehistoric stages of life, the tribes cut their fields
by piling debris st the foot of the trees &nd setting it alight,

After burning some time the fire was ellowed to die out e&nd the charred
nerts of the tree dug awey with their etone axes, Amonget the
Mapidiem and Diau Tribeg - two very remote tribes in Brazill— 1 have
seen such fires burning round certein lerge, very hard wood trees in
their clearingse, as these trihes had the absolute minimum of iron

tools and no meens of procuring more,

Two young Indian men were returning from eivillizetion where they
had been working as hunters for some months on certain mines, They
were ascending & large, uninhabited river through the forests in &
woodekin, in which‘%ﬁg necked the various articles or trade goode they
had bought with their wages, and their freil craft was suddenly
swemped in negotiating a bad rapid, Everything they posesessed wes
loet in one second in the tearing current, but they menaged to mave
their lives by swimming to & nearby 1islend, They found themselves
stending in their loincloths only, but fortunately one men had a knife
etuck in & cord thet served a8 & belt round his weist, Weeke later
& friend of mine wes colng down river to the cosst in e boat &nd
seeing smoke, pulled over to the island to see what wes ‘the reason of
e fire in such & lonely remote part, He found the strended men Who
reported their disester and how they hed been marooned for "two moons",
They had made fire by friction between two pieces of dry wood and hed
erected a rude shelter of wild plentain le&ves, This wes during the

reiny season, & period when it is very dangerous to climb any irees,
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especially the palms which grew in abundance on the islend &nd
fortunately were in full fruit, On such days as the trees were
noesible to be climbed, they lasid in as large & supply of nute end
fruit ee possible, but when the tree trunks were wet &and deangerous
(generally the case in wet westher) they head mede fire a2t the ¥Foot of
the paln trees, and hasténed the work of felling by digpging ewsy the
cherred parts with their knife, They had not dared to ®wim to the
meinlend owing to the swift currents and the dengerous repids
immediately below, My friend offered them a passage down stream
but thie the two men refused as they were neked &nd hence ashamed to
be seen in civilization in loinclothe only, They begged him however
to ferry them over to the meinland end to land them on the high land
opposite the rapids, This was done and he gave them such supplies
of food as he could spare, They waved goodbye dquite cheerfully as
they nonchalantly turned to walk a full hundred miles through the
treckless forest to the nesrest habitation, ‘

The acquisition of only & few iron or steel toole must have very
much lightened the Indians! labour, &s the grinding to shape end
creating a fin@ edge on their beautiful stone axes must have been &
long laborious task, end when perfect, could eo easily be smashed to
emithereens ageinet the hard wood trecs of the forest, while fellina
e field, Even the most modern steel axes in th? hende of the
amateur or careless worker ere apl to have great chunks of etcel
broken ocut when cutting these particular woode, Once, when eutiing
& road with a lerge gang of Indiens, I handed out six brend new axes
et daylight. By noon I found large semi-circular pieces hed been
"dished" out 6f the cutting edges of five axes, end only one remained
perfect. Moet of the subsequent work wes done with eross-cut B&WS,
One would neturally think the Indiéne would therefore treasure their

iron and steel tools, but except amongst the more remote tribes they

‘rarely do. 1 heve often seen & man using & good axe to cut errow

pointe out of an old discardec barrel hoop. He would lay the hoop
on & rock, one man holding the axe in poeition, while en assiestant
would pound awey on the heel of the axe, with & woeden clul or a

stone, Weturelly the cutting edge of thet axe was completely ruined



after such %*reatment and it would be thrown swey for good unless resl
herd times ceme along when a men would epend & couple of deye or so
patiently rubbing his axe on & piece of sandstone to regain soue
degree of sharpness,

The provision of shelter egainst the elements is fairly easy to
even the moet primitive landian, On the foreet floor, the
temperature shows little difference night or day, summer or winter,
probably a range from 75° to 80° being general throughout the year,
except during periods of prolonged rains, Even then it is rarely
ever cold actually - "cold" for em Indian sets in at 70° aand lower -
and thus they do not have to prcvida ngainst the much greater extremes
in climate of other countries, For more then half the year, a few
wild plantain leaves and half a dozen saplings will be all that is
strictly necessary as & temporery shelter, although every self
respecting man must and does erect quite 2 good eerviceable home witih
a stout roof end welle, These of course vary according to tribal
custom and individual taste from the huge elaborate communal house in
which & dozen families mey reside, down to & flimsy hut with just
enough room in which to swing the proverbial cat, The materials for
any grade of house can be found in most ceses within & couple of
hundred yards or so of the spot selected as & site, The surrounding
foreste carry unlimited supplies of wood for uprights and rafters,
palm leaves for thatch and tough lianos which are used as cordage in
lashing and binding the verioue parts together, for nails are an
unknown quantity.

The prairies of North America before civilization took charge
7tecmed with wild geme, but the colossal foresis thet clothe the
Amazon River, its tributaries and many good sized rivers to the North
never had this wealtih of indigenous wild geme, There is provably
a much more varied fauna to the square mile of forest than & similar
aree in any other part of the world,6 but such faune is small or even
tiny Dby COmpariéon and much of it either objectionable or too minute
in form to enter much inte the economy of living for the human race,
There are probably not more than & score of &nimale theat ere of use

ae food, ranging in eize from a tiny rabbit of one pound in weight to
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the tepir - by far the lergeet geme ~ which may yield & huandredweight
or two of meat. 0f the thousands of &pecies of birds that range
these forests, I doubt if there are much more than e score that are

of use for food, aand these will range from & few ounces in weight up
to the nowis, about ﬁhe 6ize of the ordinary turkey, llone of these
forme ol & meal supply cen be cousidered gregarious except in the

care of iwo varieties of wild hogs, or on occasion the grouping of &
few individusals during the mating season, or hefore ithe dispersal of

a young family of recent origin, and most of the game are found singly
or at best in pairs,

Such useful fauna as these forests do coaléin &re eXceedingly
8liy and wary, for some unknown reeson thet never registered on ny
power of observation, A considerable number of tiger cats is Lo be
iounq yet not enough to form & menace to the life of any particuler
species, The law of the survival of ihe fittest doubtlessly applies
to the Jjungle, even if {the dengers &are less Epectaculer and epparent
than in other places, I have certainly been in pertse ol lhese great
forests, hundreds of miles from the nearest hut or hanitution}where
the oot of no human being Les troddqn within living memory, yet I
never met the game as unsophisticated and tame &s& itravellers report
from other parts of the world, Now &nd again gume will everywhere
welk into 1the range of ilhe &rrow or gun with the most apperent
ignorance or disregard of denger, but generally they reyuire the
greatest skill or patience to approach, Thue geme ie difficult to
locate at ell times and is 8o few and scatiered thet any overland
expedition on & couple of hundreds of miles trek, even in the most
remote and untouched forests, has to spend much time in procuring
supplies of meat, There may be periodical surfeits, but agein, days
may pass without meeting & single piece oi game,and generally such &
trek means consider#ble privation if the expedition has to depend
solely on the surrounding country en route for full supplies,

Around & settlement such game is naturally even more 8carce and Wery.
The constant demand for meat largely exhaustes the supply over a
radius of several miles and entuils & higher degree of skill &nd

Furlher
patience on the pert or the hunter, &s slso Ferdher excursions,alfield
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until the Indian, even with his uncanny powere of ohservation,
nimicry end patience, decides he had better move awey to & new
location where geme is more plentiful,

Whenever the Indians sre met on the trek in the forests, the
male headses of the femilies invariaibly walk along in frona carrying
practically noining but weapons, while their women Ilolks and immaiure
lads stagger along behind carrying enormous loads, One of the reasons
for this is the sensitiveness of game and the difficulty of locating
it in the jungle, The hunter must be ready st any second to bound
ahead or off on either sicde &t the slightest sound or indication of
EELE , A heavy load detracts from the acute observation which is
necessarys impedes rapid, stealthy motion, &nd to discard it means
noise which would further alarm the game, With the silent stealthy
step which is the Indian's general mode ol progressicn, these men
not infrequently stertle & deer or some other game lying &asleep or
resting along the route, The animal nmey only be a few feelt or yards
away, yel totelly invieible in the dense jungle and has itself only
dimly sensed danger, It ptobably deshes off &« short distance only,
but soon comes to & helt to make sure there really hes been denger
and to locate its proper direction, At the very first sound, 4the
aunter knows exactly which game he has disturbed and he is oif aifter
it,. Then there commences & tesl of keen observelion beilween hunter
and hunted in which not infrequently the man is the winner, The
hunter may walk for hours without fluehing game in thie manner or he
may put up game helf a dozen times in & few hours, He never knows
2t what second his 8kill &s & hunter may be required and he must be
always ready, 4 heavy, or any, load would meun delsy or noise,and
the chance would be more in favour of the game esceaping. What was
and £till often is necessity soon becomes & tribal habit,and the
women uncomplainingly accept their position &s beaste of burden at
811l limes, Even knowing all this there have been times, when I
have bheen most annoyed to notice a family walk into my station, the
husband jeuntily carrying only his weeapons weighing not more thé&n &
couple of pounds: the timid little wife following behind, welking

with the stilted gait of the overladen &nd carrying more ihen her own
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weight in goods for sale, household goods, babies and sBundries,
Expostulation was useless &nd quite incomprehensible to either party.

The wmore primitive yndians depend almost solely on the bow zad
arrow for procuring a supply of meat in the forestis, Many tip
certain arrows with some form of Urali Poison when hunting for the
larger szpecies of game, &8 iie deadly narcotic principles ensure &
certain and speedy death, even when not shot in & very deadly part
of the body, Most of the wilger Indians are splendid shots with
the &rrow but it metters little how accurate the marksman, or how
effective the poison, for it almost inveariabply means ithat every
arrow that iinde ite mark is completely broken Lo pieces in +ihe
death struggles of ithe game, When sterting off to the Iorest most
Indians carry helf a dozen arrows, but when they return, the
majority will have been thrown away as useless if they have Leen
even moderately successiul, These arrows are oceautifully &nd
ekilfully made and it means several deys in collecting the v&rious
partis used, and subsequent menufacture: but he must replace them
before going hunting egein, With all the raw material alresdy
gethered, properly seasoned and ready Uto hand, it will probably
take him half & day's work to make & new supply. Many Indians
keep an emergency supnly of arrows stuck perpendicularlyfto keep
them from warping) by their points in the ithatch of the roof over
the perticuler part of the hut where the hamrmoclk is slung, Not
a single week paseses lhowever without ithe huntarrhaving tc spend one
or iwo afternoons €iiher repairing breaks or making completie new
arrows, b

The dense iforests with & deep blanket of vegetation generally
well over & hundred feet thick offers but little in the way of lood
for humanity,  Many lrees carry edible fruits, but these cannot ke
compared with the cultiveted and more satisfying verieties of
civiligation. Nearly &ll such ffuitn of the forest cerry either =
large seed or itwo, or & considerable gquantiity of smeller ones
generally surrounded by,or packed into & small guantity of vegetable
matter that has aﬁ agreeable teste, just eulilicient Lo atiract the

forest fauna and so &Bsist proper dispersal Lo ensure the survivel
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of the species, Very few are at all satisfying ae & f{ood unless
eaten in large quantities, although everyone welcomes the different
verieties at the various seasons of ripening for their flavour, and
as comething by way oi & bhhnga. Such fruits ripen at largely varied
t{imes, once & year in general, but rerely in profusion more than once
in every three or four years, The9ﬁ are of little use as & staple
rood,however welcome they mey be when in se&son, &nd cennot be relied
on a6 a complete diet ior long, Once meture, they deteriorate
rapidly and casn not be stored for & rainy dey, or future use even &
week hence, A ;eﬂhuts are the exception, the Brazil Nuts of
commerce, and the much less known but preferable Sowarri Nuts being
the best end most genersal, They cen be kept almost indelinitely
but the stomach of the hgrﬁiest goon revolis at them,when they Iform
the main article of diet,

Periodically, every tribe is feced with & shortage oi lood irom
their cultivations, often from no fault of thelr own, On my {irst
visit to the Waiwai, 1 found very little food zmongst tlhe Taruma  owing
to excessive rainse having rotted their crops, whereas the Waiwei had
a superabundance of everytihing, It wae not & cese of thrift or ine
contrary, The heavy reins had fallen much %too heavily on the North
side of the watershed - & long East &nd West chain of wountains -
whereas to the South the rainfall hed just been correct. Thus the
Taruma returns were probabiy 50% below average, while those of <the
Waiwai were just as much &bove normal. Experience and records shoWw
that climatic factors influence apricultural returns oi every nation
in the world'and national or international estimates of key food
nroducts change from dey to dey &and &are keenly scrutinised by those
whose business it is to see to an equitable distribution,
Civilization has its ships and ireins and no general scarcity occurs,
but the Indian, having none of ihese &djuncts to hend, when feaced
with & scarcity, can only turn to the forest to live somehow, &s his
whole world rarely extends beyond the next valley.

I have known such & scarcity approach the margin of femine,
There are always & few families who through sickness, ebsence of the

men on work outeside or juet laziness (a8 is found in every community)
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who have not planted their share &nd were hoping to draw on tlheir
neighbours for supnlies, A sudden drop of 50% means beginning on
the crops while the‘tubera are still Bmall,and this, combined with
those who have nothing, means the lLribe is soon completely cleaned
out of supnlies, I have been through more ithan one such famine in
the Wapichanna country in which there &re probably one thousand
individuals, I had no more food in stock than would carry my
station along; the rivers were not navigable (it being the dry
season) within considerably over one hundred miles and I simply did
not dare to hand out my stocke of Iood. Whole femilies would
scour the savanneh country in search of eny naturael supply. They
dug up every iform of wild yem, sweet potato or arrowroot, formse of
food that are.generally despised, and caught fish or other gsame by
every means within their knowledge, gne form of savannah food &t
such a time is & large circuler end thin bulb from which sproute a
rather pretty green speckled stalk and a few leaves on top. This
would be grated up and made into coaree breed in much the seme way
as preparing cessava, I have eaten it and can vouch for its
disagreeable taste, buf it is only eaten when all else fails. Many
families would flee to the forests but here &geain, due to the long
ary season, there wes equally little to eat, and the next dry
season inveriably set in to Iind every person emeciated and thin.
The majoritiy of their economic plgnte are grown from slips, and
every family invariably plented & good supply of these on the margins
of the various water holes or such permanent water &6 existed in
their districts, With the first rains they would replant their
empty abandoned fields, Bhe rivers would rise in flood &nd great
numbers of new fish would arrive in th¢ various pools which would
help matters, but elmoet invariably it meent their beginning on
thelr new crops before they were mature, A peneral famine means &
period of considerable scarcity during the following yesar, I nave
known the Wapichanna unable to stage a drinking festivel and dence
in any oif their villages for & period of some eighteen months,
which is considered the very acme oi self denial, and it would not
be until the end of the second yesr that supplies would agsein

hecome normal,
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The forests would seem by their marvellous teangle of growth to
indicate so0il of exceptional richness, but once this covering of
greenery is removed to make way for [ields end gardens, the soil
s8oon suffere in fertility through leeching caused by & very high
rainf'ell] Weeds of &ll kinde, rarely seen on the forest floor,
spring up overnight, $He forest also immedisately begins with the
deliberation end certitude of the glecier advencing on every side to
reclaim the thefts of the puny human ent, In & year or two, the
surroundings of & cemp become denuded of material required to repeir

\
their tools and houses: the latter become insanitary: the task of
keeping the fields weeded and onen calls for more and more work and
WOrry,until it becomes easier and better to start a new location then
to keep the old one going, &nd so the Indian moves on, Sickness,
death end other factors may also efiect a speedy removal, I have
known villages survive for years in exceptional ceses but on the
average they move somewhere else at least every third yvear, The
distance of the move may very from less theén & mile to &6 much as
five’depending on various factors such &s the cause of removel or
the better economic factors of the site selected, In savannan
country the Indians do not move far as & rule, permanent water for
household use, and & site well above high water mark only being
essential, Amongst the Wapichanna a smell hill covered with sherp
Jagged quartz pebbles is the idesl site preferred, as such pebbles
ere popularly supposed to give protection, during the night ageinst
enemies, The evil sepirit (Kenaima) delights to trap the unwary by
night, but & wrong step in the dark on ihe sharp edge of such &
pebble would almost certainly bring forth an exclemation of pain &nd
thus give warning, Removals in the forests however are generally
much longer distances, The same conditions epply to water facilities,
but consideration is given to other natural conveniences, possibilities
of geme, onen forests, favourable soil, and an ebundance of fruit and
necessary materials,

Movement in the savannahs causes little inconvenience to the
stranger or wisitor, ss the country is open, and gensrally the aew
8ite can be seen quite ensily, but it is a very different metter when

removals take place in the forests, The visitor follows along the
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usual road to emerge into the clearing to find the houuse he knew has
baen burned to the ground (generally the esign of & death of some
important inmate),or the house has simply been abandoned, Visibility
is confined to the clearing itself and there ie no indication as to
where the new village may be located. mhe only thing 1o do is to
follow &ll treils lesding away into the bush, bul there ere so many
hunting trails in every direction that it ie most difficult to find
the right road, I have often loet & day hunting for a new location,
and I have one vivid memory when we epent three whole days in the
atLlempt, The occurrence of large dense spiders' webs ecrose a trail

is a eure indication thet it haes not been treversed for some weeks or

=i

monthe, but on this trip the village had apperently moved sway fully
& year ago, &and there wes no hélp for it but to follow each.trail to

the bitter end, At laet & light "Sirahee" (& broken twig or a cut
sepling every five to ten ysards) gave ue & possible line &and

eventusally we Iound the new village some Iifteen miles away,

Uneble to procure &n adecguete and permeaneni eupply of food from
his naturel surroundinge, the Indian has willy-nilly had to develop
various natural productes of the forests, Tofd&y;caaaava in some form |
or other ie the prinecipel food of every tribe in the Amezon Forests,

It is found growing wild along moet mountein ranges, where the forests
are thinner and more opnen, thus &llowing & rather stunted shrub of
little more then three feet in height to compete successfully for a
plece in the sun, Ite edible tubers doubtlees have been known for
generations &nd the eazse with which it can be grown from every smell
pert of the stem or twigs mey probably have been noticed by pure
eccident originelly. This wild cessava,by careful eelection, eided
by fortuitous cross-fertilizetion has now given place to dozens of
varieties all showing greeat improvement in quantity of yield, flavour
and colour according to individual teaste,

After the cassava, come the yam and sweet potato ae articles of
diet, Both of these &again have been developed from the wild varieties
and almost every village has its own_particular brand, many of which

ere of excellent flavour and quality. I know of one emell aresa where

the wild yem is slwaye to be found, It is exceedingly coerse &nd
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poor flevoured and never disturbed in ordinary circumsetances, but in
periode of scarcity or femine the Indisans would dig up the whole

place after every vine they could locate, In & couple of yeears! tim%
these yams would be &s prolific as_ever,having probably sprumng airesh
from a few tiny remsins of such tubers as esceped ilhe eagle eye or tlhe
eager hand of the hungry diggers,

Benenes, pineapples, pepners, tobecco, & few bulbs and quite &
number of other economic plants have been brought under cultivation
end developed to comparatively high stendardse to serve either &s food
or &8 an aid in their various &arte and crafitis, O0f these letter,
gilkgrass and cotton are probably the principel ones, the silkgreass
providing cordage,fishing lines, strings for bows, etc.,, when &pun on
the leg with the hend; the cotton giving & supply of lint from which
to meke thread, to be later woven into loincloths, hammocks and other
necessities,

Some thirty yeers &ago, I was asked by the U.,5.A., Depertment of
hgriculture to collect samples of all the verieties of cétton I could
find in use emongset the Indiesns of the remote interior, 0f the ten
or twelve verieties submitted, only one would stand up to modern world
teste and requiremente, end it was found thati its length of staple
ran so close to See Island Cotton stenderds, that doubts were expressed
&8 to its being indigenous, This doubt I wes unapble to refute
beyond the statement of the Indian who grew i1l 7To the efrect thet
"Grandmother alwaye plented this veriety" and the fact thet I found it
growing in the high forest several hundreds of miles from any point
of civilization,

To develop these verious plents, the Indians hed to deviee sBome
form of clearing in the foresis by such methods end meene et their
commend ,now unfortunately lost in obscuritiy owing to the distortion
of fact through & century's long chain of oral teaching,and since tlhe
introduction of iron and esteel tools. To-dey, field cutting is
pretty general in method amongst all the tribes end verying only
elightly through leck of tools emonget those residing in the more
remote esnd inaccessible parts,

The selection of & site for & new field callse for coneidérable

care end skill., The soil must be light end sandy, 6 &s being eesier to
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work and oet{er adaepted Lo agricultural growth, It must be covered
with & good thick layer of fellen leaves end debris which when burned
largely enhancesits fertility. The area must carry the maximum of
emall, easily cut treé;’and the minimum of large or extiremely herd
wood trees or those with enormous buttresces as entailing less herd
work in felling, yet it should have qne,large‘heavily crowned, mester
or key tree in a commanding position, The area must aleso be &bove
high flood merk, on the slope to ensure natural dreinage, yet devoid
of seepesge from higher -ground ,ae moisture in excess is fatel to most
of his plents,

Once all the fectors &re satisfactory a benab - small triasngular
shelter - is mede of palm &nd wild plentain leaves at some convenient
spot where the man end hie wife cen reside during field felling
operatione, rhe firet work to be done is underbushing - the cutting
down with his maechette of all lisnos, vines, saplings and young trees
up to the thickness of the foraarm,within the aresa, Thie qill take
ebout three days of hard, steady work in the average sized field which
ie generally about helf an acre to begin with,6es being enough lend fLo
clear and plant in one season, It is generelly enlerged at various
times afterwards,

He now takes his axe end begins felling the trees, They are
severed roughly about waiet height of the axemén to demand less
movement and exertion in stooping and rising erect at each blow of the
axe, A cut level at the bottom a&and sloping down Ifrom s&bove in the
form of a V is made in the direcition the tree is to fall and in the
oppoeite direction to where the key tree ies standing, Thie first
cut is made to within & reamsonebly close distence of the centre of the
tree; then he commences & new V cul on the opposite side, The level
of this cut nmust be éome three inches &bove ithat s&lreedy made to
ensure easier felling'&nd less work, but the cut ie only mede to &bout
one-third of the treel's diameter, thus leaving one-fourth to one-third
of the bole uncut, In no ceese must the tree be completely cut or
severed end the cuts when finished should resemble Diagram No.1.

The tree ie left standing and the Indien tecklees every tree in

the proposed clearing in the seme manner until the whole Iielc is justi






No,..2%9.
80 meny partialiy severed trees, - He then begins work on the master
or key tree in the esame way but this he severs completely so &8 to
fall in the direction chosen, As this huge tree begins to craeck, the
axeman pays greet attention to the best line of retrest; a few more
blows from the exe and the tree begins elowly to heel over, whereupon
the axeman deashes& back into untouched foreet for safeiy, With =
mighty crash down goes the key tree cerrying in front of it the whole
Iield of partially severed trees like Bo many skittles,

Practically every tiree in high forest country is held more or
less aecureiy to its neighbour by strong thick lianos which, though
they have their roote in thg soil)soon meke their way to the tops of
the trees for light and air, Heving nothing to &id them in going
higher they begin radisting in all directions over the adjacenl tree
tops and they soon form & network of immense strength binding half &

doZzeén or more trees in their grip, Not infrecguently when it becomes

'necesaary to cut down & gingle tree, et least three to five neighbours

must also be felled before their combined weight cen break the lisanos,
even if the trunk of each iree has been completely severed and they
haeve slipped off the butts on to the ground, These tough lisnos

Enep with loud pistol reports away in the tope oI yet other trees and
if atteched to eny weak or desd brenches create a very real daenger
from fallingldcbria to those below for a distence of ten to iLwenty
yards,

This method of field cutting reduces such danger to the minimum
es work can proceed fearlesely until the moment when the key tiree
begine to give wearaning. At the same time, it is & definite labour-
saving device as it reduces actusl cutting operations by ome-third
due to the uncut portion of each tree Leing broken by -the mnassed
weight of the key tree and that of all those pushed forward by ite
falls

There ore many tress in the forest that have enormous butiresses
flanking three to five sides of tihe bole, Thefe may begin at say
height from & foot or two, to &s much as twelve feet or more!&nd

widening out at a 40° slope down Lo the ground, These buttresses are
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generally some ihree o 8ix inches thick, the wood being particularly
hard and cross grained, It ie almost impoesible to cut trees so
supported from the ground and the usual procedure is to erect a
staging and cut the tree above ithe highest buttress,

The Waiwai with little trade with the outside world and a
resultent paucity in iron tools uses his axe very carefully and
sparinglys:s the less choppling the longer the life of his axe, and
generally a single tree with large buttresses is sufficient to
coademn any site for a field - there is nlenty of room elsewhere in
the Tforests, - In selecting the site for a house his choice is more
limited, &8 he must be close to permsenent zood water, have & fairly
;evel, yet well drained spot about flood level and have a certein
flood level route to the foresi so as to reach his fielde or g0
hunting, hence the Indian is often faced with hearvily buttressed
trees in clearing & site for a propoesed village, L havelrepeatedly
seen the Waiwai and other forest tribes felling such trees from a
slaging at -twelve to twenty feet above the ground at & point where
the tree is clear of buttresses and slightly less in diameter,

In tackling a heavily buttressed tree, the Indian iirst cuts a
etoutish pole which he leans against the tree to be cut, to enable
him to swarm up above the buttresses: sometimes he may find &
convenient liano hanging down from the tree top up which he can
climb, Having reached the raq;ired height, the Indian, usuelly
assisted by someone on the ground, passes a long, etrong, supple
liano three or four times round the bole, The exact spolt for the
staging is selected, the band of lianos vnulled as tightly &s possible
end the endes securely tied - Diagram A, Two strong eaplings are
handed up and their butt ends inserted at opposite sides of the bole
between the tree and the lianos - Diagram B, Staging legs of two
cross Bticks are securely leshed together at the necessary height
end set upon the ground - Diagram @, The two Baplings already
attached to the Lree are then forced down inside the V at the top of
this staging and secured in place - Diagram D,

The axemen, after cerefully clearing & epace on which to land
iT he loses his balance or has to jump down unexpectedly, climbs up

on to the etaging and takes his stance on the two saplingse at such
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point ae an axe can conveniently reach the work and he begins
cutting, When the incision has more or less reached half weay through
the tree, the mean descends and the staging is moved round to the
opposite side of <the tree’where a second cut is begun & few inches
higher up. It is no mean feat of dexterity to throw down a tree in
this way, balancing gingerly high off the ground on two sticke that
swing end sag to every motion of the axeman as he plies his axe in
cutting, Cutting trees on such & staging makes for largelf
increesed denger Ifrom falling branches and debrie when the tree does
fall, as the axeman hae to jump down to the ground before racing for
salety and just these couple of seconds delay has led to ﬁasty
accidents and even death,

It requires about four days of hard steady work to fell &ll the
trees in an average field, ¥hen the whole &affeir hes crashed to the
ground there is a vast tangle of branch and lieano sticking high in
the air everywhere, The axeman must lop off &1l such branches
until he has & uniform masse of leaf and branch of some two to three
feet deep Bo as to preeent a straight uninterrupied course for fire
to devour when dry.,. Leaves and brenches high in‘tbe air would
escape the fire and only mean extira labour later on,

The work of preparing & new field up to the stage for burning
calls for at least ten days of consecutive hard work, four in under-
bushing, four in felling &and two in lévelling brenches, Very few
Indians can spend so0 long on any one particuler job and the field
is seldom ready under a month or six weeks, With the very best
intentions there are countless interruptions: there is no game for
food in the house and he must go hunting or fishing: his arrows get
emashed in shooting game or sre lost entirely and they must be
repaired or renewedj he may unave to accompany his wife to their
planted field 1o dig &and bring home cessave and vegeteples; visitors
may arrive, or he may be called away to another village: implements
and household utensils may get broken and require his attention &nd
ell kinds of calls may be made on his time &and energy, each a delay
in finishing the field.

It is quite usual for en Indiean to branch out on Lis own and to
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cut and prepare his entire field alone except for the help of his
wife who does the cooking, brewing of beer and other necessary duties,
Often however one or itwo of his neighbours willrcoma aloang and give
him & few days! assistance or, if he is & man of substance, he may
stage & drinking festival and dance and invite all the neighbours
within & reesonable distance to come and help fell the field prior to
starting the dance, The neighbours in such & cese turn up &t en
early hour, Both grades of work, underbushing end felling, go on
8imul taneously, the women, youths &nd even the children, uader a
headmen doing the underbuehing: the men working on relays with the
axee in felling, Such work proceeds rapidly and &e & rule the field
is finished, except possibly the final lopping of the branches, Dby
mid-afternoon &fter which the visitore turn in for & nightls
festivity.,

Another common lebour-saving deviee in i{ield felling is to leave
uncut & number, sey about twenty to an scre, of slim but very tough
strong trees of about six to eight inches diemeter and spaced more
or less equidistant &all over the area, When the trees all come
¢crashing down, the crowns of these uncut trees have io go also, but
the trunks generally break off just below the branches and the Dbare
stumps ere left jutting up eome ten to twenty feet in the &ir, When
the field is ready for plenting, yems &are plented at the foot of every
tall stump , which servee as & pole round and up which the yam vines
can twine as a supnort in their need for height, If no support
were provided these vines would eprawl 2ll over tihe place seizing
on anytniﬁg handy to rise off the ground eund would sirangle to
death such cessava or other plants &s their ilendrils laid hold oi.

A good yem vine cen strangle all plants over a radius of eeveral
yards, but trained up & pole is periectily harmless &nd occupieé no
more room than the hillock on which it is plented, These broken
trees firmly anchored by their living roots make ideal supporis,
otherwise the Indian has to cut a pole, dig & hole &nd plant 1%, a
very poor substitute in mosti ceses &8 the weight of the_luxuri&nt
vines catches the wind easily and the whole thing soon sweys &and

generally falls flat on the ground,
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All fields must be felled at such & time as there is a prospect
of some four to eight weeks of uninterrupted zood weather, A hesavy
rain soon after felling will do no .harm, but once & field has reached
& certain point of dryness, & sharp heavy shower causes the leaves
to drop off and fall to the ground, The rein besats these fallen
leaves into & compact mass close to ithe 6oil ,which completely
excludes the air and prevents proper drying in future, The more
leaves in suspension among the three feet tengle oi iwig, branch
and liano, the better the mir circulates right down to the soil, thus
aseisting drying, snd their presence ensures a hot flame of so0lid
fire to advance right through the clearingzwhen everything except
tree trunks and the larger branches is consumed, fhe better the
fire does its work, the less work subaequegtly in clearing debris off
the land before plenting the various Crops,

There are two seaesons each year for .cutting fields, The fiirst
is in the early monthe of the year so &8s to take full advéntage of
the dry weather in Mar?h and April end be ready for the first showers
of the heavy rainy season which lasts from early May till late
August, As Boon as these rains are over, rield cutting recommences
although on a much smaller scale, and the work must be completed as
early in November as possible to allow proper drying end burning to
teke advantage of the short rainy season, roughly & fortnight around
Christmes or lNew Year,

The Indien watches every chenge in the weather once his field
has reached & certain stage in dryness, 0f course it is tempting to
allow it to lie &e long &e possible as it wili be just 8o much the
drier, but too long a delay may find him caught unawares, I have
often seen the men rush off at short notice to fire their field when
&n unexpected storm was seen to be approaching. Fire is generally
started et severel points around the clearing, fuel is piled on and
it is attended until & good strong fire is going and it begins to eat
into the mass in front, The Indien thean goee off about his ordinary
business allowing the fire to take complete control as the intense

heat generated makes it impossible to remain enywhere near the place,

The beet time of the day ito eet fire is ms soon after noon es possible

a8 the heat from the sun hes raised the temperature of the branches
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and leaves and makes for better burning, &nd by sundown the field will
be completgly burned, although certain trees may smoulder for days or
even weeks,

The remeining work depends on how the fire has done its work.
In the best cases, only & few daye may be required to clean it up,
" Jjunking up branches and smaller +tree trunks,end piling them into heaps
to be burned separately, The larger tree trunks are left untouched
a8 being too much labour to remove, &although leter eome may be split
up To meke flréwood when necessary, If the fire lhias not been
successiul & great smount of work mey be ceused in cleaning up, so
much ao'that it becomes a moot point whether it will be less labour
to cut a new field entirely. I have often seen fields eabendoned
completely from this cause and if it happens in the right season no
harm may be done'but not infrequently the Indian way not get & chance
to cut his new one, More thén once 1 have known the wet season
commence some months before the customery time in which every new
field would have to be abandoned &nd the Indians would lose a complete
season for plantingf With little more than just sufficient at any
time, the lose of their new fields throws them back on old fielde for
supplies, end these spon become exheausted, Those whose stocks run
out tirst drew on those who still have and so it goes on’until no oue
has arthing to eat and they heve to depend on the scanty produce of
the forests to live on - somehow! Nine cheances out of ten that is
just the year an expedition turmns up, I once dropped in on & tribe
away down in Brazil in such & plight, where neitiher love, money, nor
‘bar ter could buy anything except a few sticks of sugar cane,
probably the wost hardy of all the tropical domesticated plants, My
perty had had no food for daeys and I can still remember the pain in
my jews from squeezing that cane between the teeth in itrying to
extiract the last drop of Jjuice in & vain endeavour to eetisfy the
panga of hunger,

Once a field is burned, planting may commence &t once, &nd
cleaning up and planting often go hend in hand, the man junking up &nd
pburning, &and the wife making hillocks and planting. The man

invariably does the clesning up and makes most of the hills also.
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Thie lest is done by hoe, or with chisel pointed pieces of wood ,and
means digging up the surface :;ﬂ over & small diameter and piling
it in & heap in which they bury their short stickse of ceassave or
various tubers, and other hardy plants, Certeain seeds, as their
Indian corn, must not be planted until the first shower of rain and
then planted a2t once to ensure good stromg plantes against the time =
& few weeks later - when myriade of caterpillere appear and devour
every vesetige of new succulent greenery, Even & short delsy may
mean that the young corn is not strong enough to withstand these
caterpilliars which eat it down right into the ground,and the whole
crop is completely lost, A second planting is rarely a success, as
in ell probability the torrentiesl reine will beat down in the soil
8ll the tender sproutes as they appear, Al)l Indiens &re very fond
of corn and many cut aVSpecial field for it alone, although moet of
them are content to plant it extensively between the hills of their
other crops, It grows terll &nd stregpgley, maturee gquickly and
does the crop no herm unless planted too thickly, Corn can be
eaten roaslted or boiled, cen be mede into bread or meal, or fermented
to make beer, so all Indiens plant it in considerable queantities,
but of all their crope, it is the most uncertain in yield unless
planted on just the right day of each particular year,

Few Indians in tlheir own environment are idle or lazy, A8 in
all communities some are above the average in dynamic energy and
some sre below it, and it becomes more of & matter of compé&rison
with their own etandards than that of any elien rsace, Bfhere are
some of outstending personality, intellect and accomplishmente in
every tribe, men who always heve good fields and whose barbecue
always carries at lesst a little dried meat; there are a great
majority of en averege tiype of mental and phyeical properties, and a
smel]l minority of those below average, yet very few who can be
classed a8 mentally unfit, Naturally there are some who do aﬁ
little work a8 possible, but the deily needsa of his family end the
censure of his fellows - especially the women - lorce# such to make

every endeavour to conform to the customary cusioms and rules,

Indiens generally marry young’aqd babies come along pretty
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regularly for =some years, Naturally,the expectant mother ie
incapacitated to some extent during pregnancy and for some months
after birth as the baby can only be reared from natural sssources,
During such perioda, except during couvade, on the husband deveolver
meny grades of duty occasionally even that of preparing food, snd
thne man who for years keeps & growing family supplied with food and
every necessity of life has to keep busy, With 8o many calls on
his tlﬁe, the man cen rarely devote long spells of time to &ny one
particular type of work, Variety is the spice of life, and the
Indian knows that pretiy well and &cts on it, The Indien adopte @
moderate tempo in work so &8s never to become too exhausted by any
particularly strenuous work, and shears off to lighter teskses &s hLs
becomes tired, By comparison with oufXselves the Indian is tireless
and every muscle is in full training, I had occasion to take =
series of teste of comparative eirength smongst the different tribes,
one of which wes & sms&l)l machine for registerinpg the strength of
the grip by the hend, I hed to demonstrete ite use end my first
squeeze invariaebly registered & high degree of grip, but eech
subsecuent grip registered less &nd lewss cech time, The Indian
wduld regleter a coneiderable degree of etirength &t his first
ettempt, but he could go on precticelly indefinitely registering
more or lese the exect same degree of strength, in fact, efter
getting the hang of the gadget, many of them would raise the
indicetor instesd of lowering it &8 in my case, ¥ could always
beat them on my first attempt: I rarely ever could better thet, and
at my fifth try'I wae inveriably & lonpg weay behind them, I could
almost slways beat an Indisn ocver a hundred yards sprint, but over
& three mile rece I was alweys thoroughly beaten,

O0f couree in their work there is @ greét lack of co-ordinetion
énd much miepleced energy in meny cases, An inetance ie the
distance, generelly e mile or two, between their homees &nd their
fields, which means w doublg Jjourney of helf¥ en hour each wey for
#verything that is required, It would seem that the house actually
in the field would be &n adventage &nd occesionelly cune Coes find

& home o built, but they find it becomes & plsyground for &ll the
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childreg}to the detriment of the plants which often get broken,
It alsﬁloffera en excellent chence for the greedy end less responeible
members of the villege to plunder such fruite as are erriving et
m&turity’and it places their whole wealth in food under the envious
eyes of every vieitor ,who would think it quite in order to beg for
everything in sight, According to tribal etiquette they cannot
refuse any such request, so the field is much eefer, a&nd more
productive & good distence away,

Many Indians rest or even sleep for &n hour or so during the
intense heat of early afternoon, but in very rare ceses only can the
siests be considered & habit,. They teke such & rest only whén they
&re tired'but on most days they are steadily busy wiih some little
Jjob dependent on the need of the moment, Meny of these light tesks
seem futilejwhen judged by outeide standarde, but there is some need
for his tesk as no Indisn worke for work'e salke only, Sunset closes
his labour for the déy except such mech&nical work &e preparing
various fibres and etraws or wesving some of their besketry which can -
be carried on by the light of a fire in the hut, There is & good
deal of chatter in the eerly evaning ~ the experiences of the day,
the gossip of ocuteide, and general diecussion) Then there is the
Good‘Night Litany, & little music on the flute}and if the occesion
warranis some of the myths end oral teachings of the tribe, Most
Indiene are &sleep by 8§ p,m. They &re very light sleepere as & rule
éxcept when thoroughly tired, end prectically everyone weakes up
several times each night if only to push the fire together to prevent
its going out, or they may, if asleep earlier, spend an hour chatting.
As a rule they sleep about eight houre in all. The more responeible
members are awake shortly before the first stresaks of dewn; the men
Lo note the changing position of the stars by which they fix their
various seasons, and probebly to instruct the children &nd youth in
the science; the women to prepasre the firet meal, generally sonme
variety of porridge, which must be ready while the dawn is still
growing, By the time the sun peeps over the horizon almost
everybody is ready to stert the duties of & new day,

The women &re just ae busy as the men all the yesr round, Their
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most importent duty is the preparation of food,and they must cook at
least three meals per day, As 811 the supplies &re direct from the
field or foreet in & raw sBtate, except in the case of certein fruits,
& considerable smount of labour is enteiled in its prepar&tion &8, for
inetence, the reduction of eassava roots to bread, which, including
digging &nd carrying home from the field means &boui ten different
processes, The women has to see to it that there is & steady eupply
of beer on hand for thirsiy workers, She hes to help plent the
fielde, end on her, almost alone devolves the duty of &ll tholw0cding.
She has to carry from the creek or water hole every drop of water
thet is needed in the house, She has to go out deily in the forest,
eplit up, &nd carry e&ll the firewood thet is required, £he haa to
keep the house clean &nd sanitary,6 outside &nd inside, and be at the
beck &nd call of her lord aﬁd mecter, (e8 eleo all the children) the
whole time, She has to spin miles of cotton yern, weave heammocks
for the entire femily, meke her own laps and her numerous seed &nd
enimel teeth neckleaces &nd decorations, I heve never known eitﬁer
sex completely up to dete with,or gheed of their chores, &nd there is
always something left to be done if they cere to, but the woman's
work is more of a deily routine than that of-tha men, She must cook
preskfast every morning whether she likes 1o or not, unless &ctually
unwell, Above &ll she has to bear children and reear them to the
best of her ability with no essisteance in the nursery, At hight,
she lietens silently to the telk of the men or whiepers the mytihs and
secrete peculiar to her egex to her deughters, Should she wake &t
night, she gets out some work}and meny &nd meny & yurd of cotton
thread I have seen spun by the flickering flame of the burning logs
by her hemmock, yet the women are cheery, full of sponteneous smiles
&nd rippling laughter and ever ready to enter the lists of their
customary badinage, As ie the case with the men the high spote of
enjoyment in life &re purely physicaljsatiety Irom food, tihe
exhilsration of the drinking festivel end dance, &nd sexual contact,

When-a beby ie born, some help as & midwife is generally celled

in from the more experienced women in the neighbourhood, but I have

often known & young mother give Dbirth with only her huebend to assist,
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The husband should &nd does go into couvade for the pericd general in
the tribe when he must observe various esteblished custome, abstein
from all violent exercise, and parteke of & rigid diet,

For eome wonths after birth, the Indi&n child of either sex is

ettended to with love, care, pride and even jealousy, especially if it

ie & first child,  As soon &8s & child begine to show it has & will of
its own, & difference in treatment sets in, The boy, within resson,
must have his own way; the girl ie gently but firmly repressed, A

boy slape his mother as any child does, &nd it evokes leughter -or
smliles es beiﬁg indicative of his virility &snd how he will some day
enforce hies will on thoeé¢ around him, A girl does the same thing
and is promptly slapped back)although guite gently, the mother elepping
8lightly firmer at each succeeding blow from the little hand, untiqthﬁ
girl gives up end generally cries, The boy c¢&an lord it over the
whole hut for the firet few years, but the girl must from earliest
infency learn that she must not poesess a will of her own, The first
word the Indian child understande is "Don'i",  Thie is genérelly some
eupnonious sound &nd in several languages Llhle word is the ceme:-
"Ke", or more generally "Xa-ka", A slap, in the case of & girl at
leest, is often given wiih the word &t first and the child ﬁobn leerns
thet the sound meens pain or danger to itself, It is emusing to
watch Bome tiny crawler halt on the order with outetretched hand, in
wonder a8 lo the meening, until it dawns on the little mind, end with
e emile, the child crawles off after semething else,

Child lsbour is genersl emongst &ll Indisans, They poesess few
or no toyse end "Satan finds ete", 80 it is only naturel ithat the
parente encourage the child to do some task &t the earliest poseible

either
age, As soon es it cen toddle, the child of &ny sex is encouraged to

pick up some light artic;e and hend it to the mother, The child

just maneages ﬂo pick it up,probebly flopping on &ll fourse in the act,
but eventually staggers forward to be met more than half wey by mother,
fuce beaming with pride, when the child is almoet certsinly picked up
in a close embrace, BAbout the only demonstration of love known to the

Indian, &and the child'e feat is described to everybody for days,

As the child grows older it is teught to do various little jobs and 1is
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proud oi ite responsibility under the etimulus common to the children
of every race of imitating their elders, About the first practicel
lesson for the girl is carrying water from the creek, It is & very
small quantity end & slow job ai the firat attempt end mother pfobably
holde & little hend most of the way, but it ie & useful lesson &nd
soon the girl can go alone, The boy is rarei} esked to do such
menial work, but has to walk behind father to the work or the field &s
compéenion, &s Verjy few Indianq will go out of sight of the bome elone,
The 1itﬂle lad is given something to carry home, and scon he is
walking proudly in with a few sticks of sugar cene or some fruit,
This carrying cepacity is increessed with &ge and sirength, until +the
girl comes to full strength, and the loads that can be carried by many
edult women are little short of marvellous, The boy,as he grows
ebler has to accompeny the fether on hunting expeditions, and as
custom o}daina thet no hunter carries what he shootse, the child hes to
carry home whatever is killed, Many e time, I have seen a Ifether
himeelf carry geme that wae too heavy for his little son, but &t the
Iast turn of the trail before sighting Lhome,6 it would be iransferred
énd the 1little fellow would setagger proudly across the clesring with
it,

Children are seldom corrected phyeically send the sercastic stinging
tongue of the parents is generally sufficient to enforce obedience to
both personal ordere and tribal customs, nor do the perents ever ask
& child to do enything beyond its strength and power, One stends
eghast es the aigh£ of a father jabbing the most painiul ®ting of e
gcorpion into the flesh of his barely five ye&rs cld eon, but it is to
enure him to pain and discomfort, especially if thet particuler tribe
hold stiff initiation ceremonieé as the test of manhood, yet it is
very rerely one comes across & cuse pf deliberate cruelty, The
following wee however & cese of real cruelty:-

A little girl was born to a2 Wapichanne famlly and the mother died
soon after, The baby was taken over by the grandmother, a widow with
a reputation for & vile teamper and cruel ways, but it was s5me years
before stories of the grandmother's cruelty became known, The child

must have been about five years old when the grandmother brought her
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in for medicine as she was almost continuelly crying. I wase living
then with the only other white man in the district ,end he suggested
taking over the full responsibility of the child, an offer very
promptly accepted. Tge bairn was thin and lanky, suffering from
continual headache, A few days later, the old lady, who was cook to
our establishment, reported & peculiar formation on the child's heed,
Examinetlion showed thaet a width of some three inches extending acroes
the dome of the skull from eabove one esar fo the other had been
depressed by almost 1/8th of an inch, Thie we learned had been done
by the strap of a basket'through continuously carrying much too heavy
loads for the tender child, at the orders of the old grannie, the
elternative being @& severe thrashing,

Complete rest and good food soon made a great difference in the
child's condition and appearance, and the headaches graduslly

disappeared comnletely, She grew up huslky and strong

< 3

began to take
an interest in work and ‘anxious for her fgll snare of it, The
depression never disappeared entirely although it Dbecame less
proanounced, When I last examined her hesad, by which time she had
herself become & mother, & distinct double edge, roughly 1/186th of &n
inch could be plaeinly felt right across the top of her head, It did
her no harm however and Sylvia, as we called her, used to glory in
her strength, I have often seen her voluntarily steggering home with
a load of firewood carried in the same old manner over the head by &
etrap; a load that would turn three hundred pounde on the scale -
more than double her own weighnt,

Sylvia's subsequent return to the tribe may be intareetiﬁg. For
years we never so much as saw the greandmother, until Sylvia, well [led
and cared for arrived at puberty #t ebout elevean vears of age, A
month or two later we were wekened just belore dawn,K by piercing Bereame
and we epreng from our hammocks and rushed to investigate when we
found Sylvia yelling for help &nd rolling over and over on the ground
in & fight with the grandmother, The servants and Sylvia slept in a
house soume yards away and it trenspired the greandmother had arrived
from nowhere quietly to call out 3ylvia to speak to her, The girl,

ignorant of who was calling, had complied, but indignantly refused to
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obey the old grannie when she ordered her %o pack up and leave our

station at once, Then the old lady seized Sylvia hoping to drag her
awayrand the fight was. on, Needless 1to say ,the old vagabond left

with a flea in her ear_, and Sylvia remeined, but the grandmother would
turn up twice or thrice & year with some gift of food or fruit for
Sylvia and iry persuasion, Sylvia hated the grandmother most
cordially end generally left the house to hide as soon as she appeared,
to keep out of the way of trouble, Thie went on until Sylvie was
about thirteen or fourteen years of age,

To our utter amazenent Sylvia welked up one fine day to tell use
ehe was lecving to return to her native home, end of all things to live
with the grandmother, She was guite definite on the point and as
some relgtives were now passing through to her villagelit was & good
oppdrtunity 2s she need not meke the journey alone, No | the
grandmobhier was not there,but go she must and would, otherwise Cylvie
8tood tonguetied and silent. My friend knew it was easier to hold
en irate muscular pig by the teil with a greasy hand than to keep
Sylvia in that freme of mind)eo he consented, We geave her a fair
amount of trade goods es wages for the varioﬁs sgrvices ehe had
rendered while with us and she departed,.

A week or two later, the grendmother arrived‘alone denanding
payment for all the yvears ehe¢ hed heen deprived of Sylvials
companionehip end help, My friend brought all his powers of invective
into play &and the old lady left with an empty basket, We learned
however that Sylvia, &according to tribal custom, had been affianced
as a child to & small boy in the same village and thet this youth,
now a full grown man, had come in & weel or so previously to have &
look &t his prospective b;ide. Both were E&tiﬁfiEd’&nd Sylvia had
fallen in love right away, After getting our consent to leave, she
had gone along with the supposed relatives to & nearby creek where
she found her fience waiting, asnd the merriege wes consummated the
night she lefil,

To take Indiens, mele or female, away from their forest and tribal

surroundings and try te introduce them to work on & civilized scale

is simply asking for trouble, It is a great temptetion to many, as
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the Indian's complete ignorance of velues can be exploited, and they
are frequently maede to work for periods of varying length for exiremely
low wages, Periodically I would go out to the coast end pey off ay
men in cesah and in some cases they regerded benk notes &s of no value,
Once I paid off & gang with a certain number of notes bul also with
some twenty shillinge in change, They pleced the silver in the
notee, carefully wrapping up~thé notes, Later on, when they went
into & shop, they undid the package and flung the notes on the floor,
They had eserved their use ae & temporary wrapping to the coinse, but
why carry & piece of paper around ? In the sssociations with white
people, peper is of little epparent velue, bDeing thrown eway &almost
daily in some wey, The very first paper seen is treasured, &e when
I gave & photo of our reigning Monarch to the Waiwai Chief on my
firet wilsit, When he died some years later; the photo was returaned
to me intact and perfect, They may +treasure up a few of the more
geudy peapers used &8 wrappers round certéin goods, but Temiliarity
soon breeds contempt’and the rew untrained youth on his firset visit
to shopland has to he carefully warned &s to the value of benk notes,

'The Indianse can be end often are robbed right and left when paid
in cash until they acquire sone knowledge of the various forms of
money &and their different values, I remember one Indian, who
proudly Bhowe& me & penny for which he had given & ehilling in
exchange, He had got & bigger coin, so it must be & good bergsin &nd
he was quite happy. Such ignorence is soon corrected however,
Eech men in & party finds out some fact about values and each
individual discovery becomes gener&l knowledge when they have a chatl
at night, yet even after seversal excursione to the outside world’
they can make some remarkably silly mistakes,

I had a man working with me who hed spent considerable time as
a huntsman on verious timber grants and gold‘mines; he spoke English
fairly well and had & fair knowledge of money, I paid him
personally the sum of one hundred &nd twenly dollars as being due Lo
him, and later in the dayll met him in the street with & long pole
over one ehoulder,at the end of which dangling by & piece ol siring

was a cheap American clock, "Look ! Boss |l Il've got a bigger
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tick-tick (watch) than you", he shouted in gleew, I duly admired it
and casually inquired what it had cost, Inagine my consternation, vhen.
ﬂe informed me he had-given his entire cash for it}

Indianslwhen net sure of just what values in money are have &
habit of holding out their entire wealth in the cup of both outstretched
palme placed side by side, trustingly allowing the shop assistant to
select the nedessary coins to pay for the erticle in guestion. Ky
mean hed no knowledge of the velue of a wateh ,and the shopmen'se pert
demand, "One seventeen, pieaae", meant nothing, 8o he held out &ll hise
money in his open hands, Thie shopman cupped hie hand beneath: my
méan opened his and away went &ll his money, I went to the shop tlo
invuatigate,only to find the rascally Portugueee assistent had
immediately cleared out and there was no remedy,

The Indian's naturel telent i® hunting, end to any peesing
expeditions, or where ninecs or other work sre in progress in the
foreste, their ser%ices ag huntsmen &are invalueble for procuring
succaasfﬁlly & fairly steady supply of meat in place of +he monotonous
tinned and berrelled stuff in general uee; Abopt the only other work
the Indian is capable of is rough unskilled work with pe#ck end shovel,
or the axe and hoe, but the steady application ,end the long hours
demanded Ly the outside world are so monotonous &nd different from whet
he hae ever been accustomed to, that most Indians soon become fed up,
if not ectually dissatisfied and restless, Either the ingrained love
end desire for change, or intense nostalgia set in and overrule all
other consideratione, and he will probably disappear during the night
leaving his wages or pesyments unclaimed,

Apart from the monotony and strangenese of worlk, the diiierence
between the food of civilizetion and thet of the tribe are the principal
causes of this nostalgia, It is generally on fer distant fringes of
civilization, that the Indian finde employment ,ancd there the food is
often & monotonous diet of ;ica énd cesseave in some form, with salted
beef, por#¥ or fish from & box or barrel. In Liis own home, cassava is
the staple food, but his ability as & plenter provides him with

nunerous side dishes_ and changes wille the adjacent foresis and streams

furnish &n unending variety of geme, fish, fruit, or thinge he cousiders
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es delicacies, I-havc often heard B8n :Indian say he hed not eaten a
certein {orm of game for some time and he must go hunting specially
for dt, This may mean a long trek into the forestis, e&s for instance
to secure & few loeds of Brazil Nuts, I heve known villeage after
village close up their homee to go some 40-50 miles into the forests
to gather & supply. Such & trek tekes on the aspect of & general
holiday, K free from the cares of house or field, They move leisurely
along over a few miles only per day, taking every advantage qf game
en route or esny fruits in season, The women &lso heve an enjoyable
time, as they are relieved of m@ny home chores, the attention to their
cultivation and the carrying oi supplies from the Iields, They carry
&8s nuch concentrated food &8s me&y be required in the form of cassave
bread or meal, snd their main work is cooking, the everlasting
preparation of food, but it is much simpler than &t home, Both sexes,
however, find much elong the route which when collected cen be carried
home for use in their domestic economy for months to coume, ¥hen they
eventually return home they are invariably he&vily laden, not only
with nute, Dbut barbecued game and & weird assortment of leaves, lianos,
baerks, woods &nd even stones that some day will be of consider&ble use,

I wes working once in the high forests with esome 60 Indiens at =
distance of fully 200 milee from their tribe, on & contrect ol
sonsiderable importance, that called for some four months of hard,
steady intensive labour, in order to finish on & given date, For
some itwo monthe the men worked splendidly, then they seemed to wilt,
Progreee became slower aad slower each day, and I realieed I would
have to'do something or I would probably find & deserted cemp Eome
morning., There were no complaints, Quesﬁion them 28 I liked, but I
got en inkling from a conversation I heard round the camp fires one
evening, eo under the pretext of & necessary survey anead with lour
men, I declared & general holidey for two daye in which 11 hende were
to scour the surrounding foreet to any possible radius, in quest-of
fruit and game, I met & drove of wild hogs on our survey, aand shot
sufficient to load up my men so heavily thet we had to cache & good
amount some miles from camp, When we returned, we found each perty

nad been egually succeessiul each in its own line, &nd a third dayls
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holiday wes indicated to bring in the surplus, to gorge to capacity B
and ‘o aigeat. On the fourth morning every one turned out to work
with his old snap end laughter, perfectly happy agein &and setisiied,
At the end of enother month, I had to repeat the holiday hunt
experiment, which proved just ae aucceasfﬁl,and the result wae that
the work was completed well whead of contrect time,to the astonishment
of the entire district where the betting had been 100 to 1 &gainst
my getting the work compléted with my Indians, I have never driven
my men &8 I did on that work, yet they even expreessed regret tuet the
work wes over, when I handed them their wages,

I have explained at length some of ihe underlying needs and
currente o life that tend to give rise to some of fhr peculier
customs and hebits of the Indiens, From sheer ignorance of cruse &nd
effect in their ionely untouched lives ,moet people clase these people
as & lazy, thriftless, treacherouse, nomadic lot ol vagaboads, No
one can sey they &re idle or lazy, although they may produce only the
necessery supnlies according to the néeds of céch. hAetually they are
hardworking, missing nothing as & rule, and possessed of very acute
powers of observetion and & high technical knowledge of their
environment, &nd the majority of such economié factors as alfect the
art of living with little help from outeide,

They may appear thriftless, but that is largely because they are
socialiste in practice rether thén in theory. No Indisn cen refuse
& recuest from &nother, unless he reeally hes not the article «sked for,
If such be & menufactured article i% enters the realm of trade and
becomes subject to the tribal custom and habit of barter, but if it
is something in the way of food, whether the product of the field or

chase it must be given free wiih no condition attached, except the

communsal underetanding that, through change of circumstances, the
giver of to-day may be the hegger of to-morrow, when he will receive
on similar terms, The Indian has no system of transport Irom his
hidden festnesses and no trade with the cutside world beyond such &8
will secure & minimum of necessﬁry iron in some form, His ma jor
product is food of some kind and thie is perishable end &s visitors
are few and often meny years bheiween, naturally ue produces to ihe

41
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of his own femily, Olimatic conditione and various other fectors ey
afrect\hiﬂ caﬁculations very largely, both on the Plus or minus side,
for which outsiders should meke due mllowance in pronouncing sentence,

The Indiane are nomadic to some extent, generally through
circumstances Dbeyond their control, which though gtupid to ué, ere very
reel to then, 'Treacherous? is & poor word in the light of centurdes
now of persecution, The Indiens of South Americe were in the mein
non-eggressive, if not actually hospiteble ss faor as their limits vent,
to the firet pioneers of civilization, &n attitude soon taken advantage
of, For centuries, they have been Bo harried by newcomers in search
of wealth and cheap lsbour, thet their every form of tribal government
or co-operation has been disrupted and broken until to-day the iribe
must hide in some deep, elmost inaccessible pert of the forests, or face
&bsorption or extermination, It is small wonder there have been
spor&dic reteliations, generally ambushes ae the wooden arrow is of
little use against the steel or bullet of the oncoming hordes,

A1l Indiana}on firet contact,K suffer frou & dreadful inferioriby

1 - - ‘

complex, Little wonder | There steps into the clearing an apperition
|

|

with the semblance of a humen being, hob-nailed boots, puttees, loag
trousers, shirt, hat with & long knife pendent from belt, &nd across
the shoulder is thrown a gleaming weepon (& gun) completely unknown,
The colour of its eyes and skin are strenge, and it emits a weird,
unknown, nausesating arome, (To himself,the Indian is odourless, the
white man smells, and the negro stinks)! The person is somethking
completely beyond his knowledge, to be met with suspicion, awe, fear
end almost reverence, but it is very rere, if ever, that the tribes
wiho view the white man for the first time, put up immediate ond active
opposition, I have,personally’made the acqueintance of the following
tribes in the most distsnt recesses of the forests in the North of
Brazil:- the Waiwai, Parikute, Mapidien, Waiwe, Ohilene, X¥umayene,
Toneyena, end Diau, not a single individual of whom hed ever seen &
white man, with one exception, The exceptlion was an old man,who &5 &
child saw 8ir R. Schomburg descend the Trombetes River, The tribe
had notice of Schonburg's epproach,end the women &nd children of the
village were sent eway into the foreste to hide while the men &nd old

wonen remained to receive the party emicably, One woman &nd her
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young eon were nut in the branches of & very high tree from which =
full view could be obtained so &8s %o be &ble to signal to the other
women and children gs to what was transepiring in the villege, MThise
voung son wee now the old man I met, end he cert&inly wes the most
frightened Indien I have ever eBeen, on our ﬁneXp6cted appearance,

Not & eingle member of these veriouse tribees geve me the lesast
worry or ennoyance, beyond stending &round in a group, fully ermed
with bow, arrows, 8nd such knivee &s they possessed, for eome hours,
I had been warned of certain denger and probable extinction from &all
these tribes, end I w&s on thé outlook for trouble, In most cases |
it was difficult to get & lingual contact at firet, but & dieplay of-
a few articlee of barter, the presence of other Indians with me &nd
& courteous demesnour accdrding to tribel ldeas, Bsoon geined" the
confidence of even the most stubborn, after which it was plain
sailing. My party had some eix to eight lengueges st iis comménd,
and in a day or two collectively we pickedAup enough leanguage ol each: ‘o
tribe to be &ble to understand them, Amongst the Diau tribe, in or
immediately South of Dutch Guisna, I was able in a few deys to pick
up their "telkey-telkey", the go-between lenguege of the Bush Negroes
vwho intercep£ them from reaching the ses front and civilizetion of
Qayenne, To me, the idea of such Indians holding for rensom any
people such &8 Col, Fawcett, or Aviator Redfern (who ectuelly
crashed in.Diau territory) is completely untenable, For one thing,
they have no more idea .than Adam whet rensom is, or means,

Subsequent reletions between &ny visitors &nd the different
tribes depend wholly on how the tribes are treated, In all cases,
fear or shyness diseppears and it is up to the visitor to deeal
feirly and squarely with them, becked by & little firmnees and tect
end so guide the reletions &nd impressions, now being meade for the
firet time in history, into the proper channels of respect &and
tonfidence, FPemilierity breedé contempt, &nd the cley of the fect
of the almost godlike visitor soon emerges, Very, very few white
men cen ever hope to equal the Indian entirely in hie own

environment, Hie powers of observetion and local knowledge are

conetently at fault, hence every Indien eoon apprecietes hie own




No.. .251@1);

superioXZity in.many practical lines, It ie the tribes that meke

most contact with civilizetion and begin to ape its vices (ususally
ineviteble) who from an inferiority complex, swing to &n obnoxioue
extreme and hecome cheeky, impucdent, immoral and rowdy, but if the
wild unsophisticated tribes,whenrmet‘are treated feirly &end honestly
with some degree of respect for established lew &nd custom, it heas
‘been my experience that the visitor could wish for no more faithful

helper or agreeable companion durilng his wanderings in the forests,
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Observation !

The teachings and mode of 1ife of the Indians of the forests

bring a1l their senses to & high pitch of observation and receptivity,

0f course there are varying degrees, running Irrom poor, through fair
to good,in different tribes, &nd individusls, just as emongst every
nation, but the senses of even & low standard mike the average white
man feel ignorant in their keenness &nd variety, The mind slso
seems to become of almost photographic sharpness in its reception
end retention of facts presented through the various sensss,

The eye neturally ie the most important ::gi: of observation in
that i1t deals with objects up to the 1imit of vision whether in
motion or otherwise, The eer comes noxt?&nd the other senses 2
good wey behind in conveying impressions outside the pody to the
aind, Taste, smell and teeling play quite & part in the Indian's
habits end mode of life - far more so than in our c&se - but smeall
by comparison, yet &t times they do convey impressions thet astonish

one, In 2 cemp once, I noticed &an old Indian standing with his
-

eyes closed, sniffing repeatedly, "What on earth is wrong with ymwu 7

I asked, tThere is & snalke somewhere", he replied, "but the air
keeps shifting end I cannot locate the direction", He closed his
eyes in case vision might bias his mind and so left smell <o locate
the snake, Soon & decided breeze gave him the true direction and
sure enough a snake was found coiled just beyond the edge of the
camp., I could not detect any peculiar smell, but I found the snake
bulging badly in the centre from & recent feed; in this cese three
good eized rrogs which had been swallowed, &nd I think the
decomposing mest in the stomach may have caused some peculiar odour
which attracted the men's sttention, backed by some previous
experience perhaps of a similar nature,

Most of the tribes I know freduently rill in & leisure hour
with tests of their powers of observation and knowledge, These &are
often very difficult yet most smusing end instructive, I have

1

repeatedly witnessed these when I have been delayed in & cemp, though

{
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generally when on trek, at such & spot as had been used by previous
travelling parties as a camp, The ideél spot Ior one of these tests
is a recognised camp on some long route, where every party passing
mu;t spend & night, such a8 a point midway between two villages some
30 to 40 miles apart; a distance too tar for ﬁéking it in one day
unless under a forced march, but en easy journey when done in two
days,

He arrive in the early afternoon, some 6 to 10 men &8 carriers
of an average of 18-20 years, and & couple of elderly men of 40 to
60 years old, The boys are not fatigued; we have shot plenty of
game &slong the route; it 1s &an ideal evening, &nd everyone 1s
Pbrimming over with good spirite &and pep. Round any old cemp there
is much litter left by previoue cempers:- bones, feathers, tufts of
heir from the various geme shot and cooked there, &nd scales of-
fish, pretity much &s& you would find péper end orange peel round any
camp at home, A man stoops down, picking up some bit of refuse -

& bone or & reather - end the test or geme ie on, "Whet is thise Y?",
shouts the men who hes picked up the bone end elmost &t once every
Indian cealls the neme of the beast or bird i% comes from, They must
glso name the correct part of the body oif which it Iorms part, 1T
e feather is held up, they must name the bird end give the actueal
part; wing, teil, back or breast, odbsre=bird, A Tish bone or e
scale may be shown next, althoupgh these are often eo tiny and eo
delicete in eize, structure and veriation, thet they must be pessed
round for closer inspection, Encthdian receives such bone or
secale, turns it round and over, tpen geilently passes it on till all
have seen it, when the rish will be correctly named by &all,

I once made & collection of rishes ror Harvard University in
which I wes confimed to those species of not more than eight inches
in length,. | sent rorward no less than 150 species, but there &are
scoree of other fish from thet size toc those some seven feet long.
Practically every veriety of 1ish is eaten, Preference is given Lo
certein verieties according to teste, freedom from smell beones or

guality ot meat, but, hunger being good seauce, there ere times when
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almost ewery rish I know is eaten, It show#f no wmean knowledge

of enatomy to distinguish practically every rish by e scale, a
cide pone or = vertebra, Rach tish hes ite own peculiar shape of
bone or scale, & slight difference in size, textufe, or the
corrugations round the exposed part of the scaele, yet they will
generally name it aiter ae cursory & glance &8 I would require to
neme the everage printed word of two syllasbles, Add %to that, that
they know the bones of every bird and enimal, can neme any local
bird by a single feather (and & recent euthority computes not less
than 3000 speciee in the Amazon Toreets) or eny enimal by & single
hair, and one must admit thet the stendard of intelligence &and
observetion ie very high,

The ultimete end in these gemes ie to find eomething that
baffles every one to say whet it is, On finding something strenge,
the onlookers may hazerd guessesbut the fortunete finder givee no
response until two or more have definitely given the correct neme,
If the article cannot be correctly placed, the finder ie called
upon to name and describe whet it is derived from, Every man
muet then see &nd examine it carefully to decide if such
description is true, and woe betide the finder of such astirange
article should he heve made a mistake, 88 he will be laughed et
and ridiculed for weeks and monthe afterwards, He may even be
called by name efter the article all his 1ife following such &
mistake,

Indians class all impreesions into three categorles; the good
being something useful or beneficial in 1life; the bad being that
which msy csuse harm or pain, and the indifferent,- this generally
having no very active bearing in eny way on life, It is resally
remarkable how much they know of many things thet nave l1iffle
effect in either way on daily 1life, I was once &sked by & Iriend
to make @& small collection of any migratory buttertlies I might
come scross and to collect all possible facte about their various

cycles of 1life and history, &s they were coming into prominence
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~in secience a8 the friend or foe of economic botany. I wee rather
doubtful of what data I might secure as butterflies can scarcely

be said to nqve'either much scientific intereatlor economic
importance to the Indians, T found most of my men, however, quite
conversant with the complete life cycle of all the verious migratory
butterflies met with over a period of six months, They knew the
special variety of tree each butterfly laid its eggs on, They
showed me trees denuded of foliege, the work of the ceterpillars
which subsequently became butterflies, They knew the form of
chryealis and where to look Tor 1t. They assured me & certain
variety carried its own perticular variety of egg and larvee,
Subsequently, careful observetions by scientiets heve proved tne
Indiens were right 1n every case,

The Powis - the largest and most prized feathered geme in the
forests — hes an inveriable jet black plumage, with the exception
of & few feathers on the under part of the body and part of the
crest in the case of the females, which are white. 1 wae once
travelling up a very remote river meny, many miles from anywhere -
even an Indian village - when we flushed a covey of Muscovi duck,
The perty consiested of myself and rour Indiens in two woodskin
canoces, We hed met no geme for the morning and a& ithe sun was
well nigh overhead it was imperative that we either ehoot something
or go hungry, The ducks alighted some querter of a mile ehead on
gome exposed rocks end it was quite impossible %o stalk them in
our woodskin without again disturbing them, 8o 1 jumped aahqra with
my gun to steal through the forest in the hope of getiing & shot
at them, I had gone ebout helf the distence when I ran into &
flock of powis end, es & bird in the hand is better than a few
wily old duck on & rock, I got in & right end left and bagged two.
On picking them up I found, to my surprise, thet ocne of the birds
hed two completely white wings, something 1 had neither seen

myself nor even ever heard of. I wes close to the river, so
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scrambling down the benk 1 signelled my men o come along and pick
mé up &again,

It flashed through my mind that here was & good chance to test
the knowledge of my boys, so I pulled out & couple ot the white
wing reethers, broke off e ifew twigs &and brenches to cover up the
birds carefully so ae to leeve no visible clue or indication of what
I ned shot, As the woodekins ceme clogser the men shouted "What
have you shot ?", &end my only eanswer wes to wave the white reathers,
At once the men knew I weas putting up one of their tests and begen
giving me every bird they knew that had white feethers, My
silence showed they were wrong and as they pulled alongside, they
asked to handle and inspect the feathers, The firet men looked at
one carefully, hitting it & flick ecross & forefinger and with an,
"I know", passed it on, Eech boy did the sesme till all had
handled the feathers when they all said "Powis" ! Not one of them
had ever seen & powis with white wings, yet they knew by the
texture and strength of the barb of the feather that it could only
be a powis, however novel and unknown, which decision, prompt on
the spot, showed both keen observetion and no small degree of
reasoning, A1l the white teathers were carefully collected and
treasured, When we got back to the tribe most of the reethers
were peesed on to specisl friendse snd for severel moone afterwerds,
I saw them stuck ostentatiously in the hat or the hair of the
proud possessor,

I was in the hebit of sending down every year to the nearest
town on the coest & number of boats, menned by the Aboriginal
Indians of the Wepichanne tribe, In these I despatched all the
saleable produce I had collected in the district and they brought
beck such supplies as I required, The men had-io spend & few
deys in town waiting, whilst my agent purchased such goode as I had
ordered, They 2lso drew their psy in cash and purchased whatever

they fancied for themselves, Although well fed end housed when
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in town, some of them discovered & cheep restaurant where some highly
seasoned stew seemed to tickle their palete, and it became the
reguler routine of every pariy sent down to heve &t least their mid-
day mesl there, On their return up couniry it wes most amusing to
hear them smacking their lips or tongue, a sure sign of

gastronomicel plessure and telling the lees fortunate of the delightes
of "Chopsuey" as they called the stew, Thise clucking sound by the
tongue is msade by turning thé tongue against the roof of the mouth
and sucking to create & vacuum, The jaws and mouth are opened
quickly and & loud "pop" results, such ee is made by & tight cork
forcibly and quickly withdrawn from e bottle, The sound is genersl
emonzet 211 the tribes and is used when eny taste is peculiarly
plessing 2t & meal, when the peppers, which flevour almoet every
dish, are particulsarly hot, or as an indicetion that the person
eating is completely satisfied,

On one occesion I sent down some 30 men, the majority being
young men méking the trip to the coast for the firsit tiwme, under the
cherge of & couple of treined steersmen and a few elderly men, who,
knowing the ropes, would look after them carefully., The firat day

efter arriving in town they must &ll, of course, march off for

breekfast on thise marvellous stew, They were soon &ll busy
wolfing it down,when a boy pulled out a bone, One glence wee
enough ! He gave one yell, "Aremerek" (Dog), flung the bone on

the ground and tore out of the plece, followed by every men of the
party. T had no meens of ever finding out if scme pari of e dog
had actiuelly been served up fo thenm, but I do know thet from thet
dey onwerd no Indien could be tempted to go near eny city
resteurant that specielised in stews or meat of eny kind. For
years afterwarde it wes e standing Joke in the tribe if anyone
lifted a bone from the communal pot and looked at it a bit
caréfully; for someone to shout "Chopsuey" whereupon every one

present would go into paroxysms8 of laughter,

Another favourite test when on the march is Lo see who can
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firet locate sone p;ant? bird or insect, especially when travelling
by river, Paddling dey after dey becomes purely mechanicel, thus
leaving their minds completely freejy their half dozen senses +o
function and their tongues to wag - the latter often extremely
exasperating as 1t generally impedes progress (the more the tongue
wags, the less the paddle moven)t A11 Indians are fond of Iguana
Lizards as tfood, At certain sessons, these lizards grow very fat,
and during the reiny season or immedistely after mre considered a
great delicacy and are eagerly hunted, During the dry season you
caa look in vain for an igﬁana. They are away somewhere in the
tope of the high forests attending to the duties of lizard 1ife and
are seldom found, but directly the rainy season sets in they come
out in numbers along the hundred foot screen of greenery that lines
both banki® ol most rivers, The forest bordering & river is
generslly sheer f£rom the high top to the water, but a dense growth
of creepers and lianos find root(on the exposed pank &nd these climb
upwerds, selzing tree trunks, branches and twigs in the struggle for
support and a place in the &sun,

fhese vines form & dense, freguently impenetrable screen right
from the water's edge to the top of the iforeet, probanly 100 or more
Teet 1n height, Every vine leaf is set &t right angles to the
plane of the fore8t to catch all the light end air poesible, and 8o
dense and close are they to each other that it forms& one continuous
blanket ot green vegetation, through which, here and there, only at
a gap you may catch a peep of & glant trunk or & spot of the
comparative black of empty spece in ithe Torest behind, It is on
this blanket of greenery that the iguana delignts to live during
the rainy scason, Paddling slowly up stream in &n open Do&%, the
men love To getl up a Tes8tv &8 TO who cen spot the Ilret i1gusene,
They will do this for an hour or iwo - all day if you'd eallow them -
and it is almosi uncanny howrthey will pick one out. The iguens
hes the pawer of taking on the exact colour of his green

s . 1 -
surroundings, yet an Indisan will epot one, perhaps the head, the
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tail, or even the fringe of spikes that decorate the back - the
only visible part just poking through the leai'y screen 100 or more
Ieet apbove the water, To European eyes it is almost impoesible
to distinguish the iguane eveﬁ when pointed out with a rigid
finger and especially so if only a small part - say the head - is
exposed to view,

.0f coursee every iguene seen must pe shot, &nd it killed they
sink almoet like & stone on touching the water, but cen swim like
a fish if a apare of 1ife remains, As the torest banlt almost
always overhangs the river, the iguana when shot fallse in the
water, There is quite &n art in securing the shot iguena as there
is-the drirt or the running weter to calculeate when he does fall,
and to know just where he will drop. The igusana 18 genersally
very shy and wary end often dives at The leest nolee or movement
geo after one hae been locatea, the bo&t has to be cautiously sand
eilently menoeuvred into pesition TIor & shot,

When the boat 18 1n position, & naked 1Indian 8lips carefully
over the sBide of the boat making no noise and &8 few ripples &8Ee
poesible, He sinks silently out of‘sight and ewims beneath the
surtece of the water until he thinks he 18 directly under 1the
iguena, His head gently &appears, when, if necessery, a swiit
quiet stroke or two pleces him in tuwne recuired position, He gives
the signal and the arrow or gun is discharged. Down comes <Uhe
iguana, often enough, right into the hands of the waiting Indiean,
but even with & gun iguana are difficult to kill outright and nay
heve sufficieant life left to spring outward or sideways, when tney
mey drop eeveral yardes away, er & strong thread like vine may
deflect the descent and thus they often fall where least expected,
Like & flash the Indian notes eny such deflection from the
perpendicular and is off to meet it, but often the igudna hits the
water with his pursuer some distence away, The Indien hes noticed
the angle at which the lizard strikes the waler, es &lso the
direction and strength of the current, and ne aives, to swim the

quicker, onen eyed, below ithe suricce, There is & tense silence,
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then the water breaks, probably yards away from where the iguanea
fell, ana rour times out of five the Indian hes it in his hand,
One has to admit{ this is & feat by no means easy of accomplishnent
88 many an outsider hes proved through ignominious feilure,

In going upstream, the boat neturally hugs the river banks zs
much &8 poesible in order to evade the 8tiff current &s 1t means
less labour in breasting the stream, Tiiere is & little white cap
bird who always seems to live along the tangle of branches e foot
or 1wo above water level, When psddling only & few feet at most
from these bushes you often put up one or two of these birds who
are seldom shy, and they keep hopping from branch to breanch enly
a few yerds away, They &re rather jokingly called "Pieiman"
{Medicine men) rrom a none TLoo serious pelief that they can tell
what is going on &round the homes of the men probably meny days
Journey distant end that they answer any questions put to them =
silence, & single little "tweet", or "iweei tweei" Dbeing the
answer, @ne of +the ;en asks & quesiion, but gets no answer;
another asks & different question,” "tweet" cdomes <the reply, meaning
"Yfes! to the guestion, A double "tweet" is more definite, The
questions at first generally refer to affairs of the home and
welfare of relatives, but soon aomga;sks a ribald question,

"Heve you seen ihe young wife of Deerls Qar t" (one oi the bomtmen)
"Tweetl" comes the answer, meaning "Yes", "And is she making love
to #l1 the youths of the village during his absence ?" "Tweet,
tweet, tweet" is the reply and everyone is convulsed with laughter,

All Indians D;lieve thet once men could hold intelligent
conversations with ®ll the birde, besste and insecte oI the
forest, The older men say this ability is still enjoyed by a few,
but that most people lhave loet the gift through forgetfulnfss and
& looser habit of living, There is another bird, the s:;;:ﬁ
Bittern, which from the varigated colours oI iis Dbreest is called
the Leoperd, This bird hes & myth eattached to it &nd is supposed
to answer questions, although leses on human affeirs s on it2 own,

The gquestions are generally such as:;- "Nephew, shall we go hunting
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wild hogs ?" "Shall we zo and burn our field to-dasy 1" "Shall we
dtage 2 dance end be merry 1" To these the bird may snswer
nothing, which meens disdain of the guestion, or it mey give 1ts
deep long drawn "He-a-a" in reply. The men then hend out satirical
remarke about how unfruthful the answers are, gince everyone knovws
that the bittern can only spear fish with ite bill &nd is no use

at any of the work proposed, Then someone Qayi "Brother-in-law"
(or any term of relationship) "let us go rishing", Periodicelly
the bird gives quite 2 different call: 2 rapid "He-ha-hea" instead
of "Ha-e-a", and it the questioner gets thie fs his reply ne is 1in
great glee &s showing his perspicscity endebility to handle
succesafully such a strange relation as the pittern,

Indians travelling through new and unknown territory note every
feature on the way and memorise these sufficiently so that if they
pass that way again even years later they cen more or less follow
the same route even if the old treil has completely disappeared,
If the journny.in made by river, e&ch bend, islend or rock is
memorised on the route, The Wapichanna& tribe are the great
travellers of my sccuaintance, and they, or the Aterods whose
territory they eventually took over, had, since time immemorisl
been in the habit of going down their river to trade with friendly
tribes or people on the coast, The ordinary woodsakin or even
dug-out canoes were too small and freil for their purpose, so ilhey
evolved & very suitable craft by widening & dug-out by pulling the
two sides wider apart after hesting with lire, Then they hewed
out long broad thick plenks thet would reach completely from stem
to stern, meking them fast by means of lisnos pessed through holes
mede by the usual method of fire directed by the breath through =
long thin vegetable tube, In later days iron nekile ceme into
request and were eagerly purchased, They gad verious gums which
set almost like stone, and plenty of atringy bark, hence it wes &n
easy matter to caulk up any leaks with pberk, &and pitch them over
with gum, This method gave them & sefe serviceable craft, large

enough to carry 6 - 10 men with full supplies for & two months!
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journey, their baggsge, and such goods as they hsd to exchange in
trade,

Their river wee beset with countless difficulties on the 300
or more miles to the coast, There were many different chennels
that had to be followed according to the height of the river; there
were dozense of nasty dangerous rapids eand fellse, hundreds of islandp,
and innumerable rocks stretching over milés and miles, to strike one
of which might mean disaster to the expedition, kn intelligent
Indian after two irips &s a paddler up and down the river would
know ihe route completely, when he would be promoted to bowmean
(assistant steersmen) and after a couple more trips in this
capacity he could be made steeremen or captain when he would have
full control of the boat and be solely responsible for the safety of
the men, goods &nd boat under his control,

The Aboriginal Indian mekes by far the best captain or
- 8teersman on these dangerous rivers, of eny rece I inow. Not only
hee he memorised every rock and danger point, but he seems to
acquire an uncanny knowledge of the verioue curreants and force of
the rushing river and how best to take full adventege of them,
The Indian is always cool and collected and never loses his heed in
the proximity of danger, He will shoot & dengerous fell, if at
all practiceble, with an ease and & minimum of effort that no other
race can attain, 8tanding on a tiny platform of & boat, probably
sone 35 reet long with two tons of cargo aboard, manned by 12 - 15
men with &l1 their beggage and food for the long distence, he holds
the top of a steering peddle in his le £t hend, This paddle is
lashed somewhat loos®ly by rope to the eide of the boat, the blade
going down some Iour reet in the weter, while the sheank reaches
sbout the shoulder 1eVe, of the steersman Just before entering the
top of a dangerous fel)l the ceptein invariably wets his reet end
the place on which he stands, and the padclers wet their hands,
Thie gives the ceaphtein a better grip with his feet if called on
suddenly to brace his full weight on the naddle, and the men cen

handle their paddles better with wet hends, Then he gquietly gives
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hie orders to the men on either side &s paddlers and to the
assistant steersman etanding with another lerge, though loose,
paddle in the bow of the boat, Then they awing into the f&ll;
they skirt with & three inch margin of.aafety a horrible jagged
rock; & slight turn of the wrist aﬁd the boat Bweepe hither and

thither in the welter ot racing tumbling water, missing by inches
rock after ropk to strike which means o emashed boat; the total

loss of ell cargo, Tood &nd baggage, In & moment or eo they are
clear of the fall &nd everybody is laughing,

I have run these dangerous falle scores of times and with e
first cless steersmen it hae always been a source of sdmiretion end
envy to see how efrortless and easy appesrs the demeanour of the
person in charge, a slip of & man rarely more than ten sione in
weignt on whose ability depends not only the safety of the boat and
everything on board put the lives of the entire crew asd paessengers,
1 have repeatedly done the journey éf more than 300 miles without
ehipping & drop of water or touching & rock on the whole journey,
Over a period of 20 yeers I only loest one boat and rarely ever had
to have any repairs effected, The boet loat was entirely due to
carelessness in a minor rall & rew miles distent trom my main
station, Oa that occasion the ceptein who had purchased e wife
from & trive down river nhad esked end been given permission for
her to go down river in the boat to join her own tribe, a short
journey of about two days, The captain frenkly admitted that his
wife had epoken to him helf way through thé fell and that he had
bent down to listen, This momentery distreaction was his undoing
a8 immediately they crashed broadside into & rock, the position of
which he knew £o an inch and with a wide clear channel at one side,
In a second of course the boet was under the water end swept away
by the fierce tumbling waves, Theﬁ it was every man ror himself,
and fortunately every person on board reached the benk without
mishep &nd in sefely, The boat, cargo, baggege, Tood and everything
was & total loss; nothing peing recovered, Apart irom the loss

to each of the crew of their clothing &nd gesr my loss was eomething
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eround fifteen hundred pounds (}$1,500). This is one reason why I
never allow any women to travel wiih my men in & boat of mine,

All Indiens seem to have a sixth sense: that of direction,

No matter how you may twist and twine around on & river or through
the lorest, each man cen at any moment point out the cardinal
points of the compaess, or in which direction the cemp lies, All
Indians have only two pointe in their compass, East and West -

the rising aﬂd setting pleace of the sun | From these two points
it ie easy for them to get & bLearing of any degree they like on
either side, The sun of course in the clear tropical skies cen De
used &8 & point to determine direction, but it is not the sun they
go by because on & dull, dark, sunless day or & starless night they
can unhesitetingly point in the right direction every time, ° Times
without number, I Lave gone out shooting in the forest with an
Indian, frequently stepping off my boat into untrodden, unkﬁown
forest, A short distance after sterting the man would stop to
divesat himself of clothes or superfluous ornements, which he would
hang on & low brench of & tree, to pick up and don oﬁ our returm,
Then we would proceed in & large circle, folleowing the line of
least resistence in the tangle of liano and sepling, We would
make no marks in route; dodging under or round &1l obsetecles,
stallking silently along, Inveriebly the Indien would close the
circle at the exact spot where he had left hie belongings ! We
would heve been on the prowl for & couple of houre, traversing
probably three miles of & circle, yet he would walk straight up

to the point where we had sterted from,

An Indien never gets lost in the forests, at least I cannot
remember & case, I have known & men who undertook to go vie some
new route to & neighbouring village misteke & partieular creek as
the one his objective wes loceted on, but he would never be at
fault very long, I have had to meke long journeys of imspection
in the forests cutting to & compass line for days, All that wae

necessary wee to show the leading linesman the direction &nd he

would keep on quite streight with only elight aevietions on el1uvher
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eide, generally due to difficulties immediately in front which he
wished to avoid, I have had raw Indians cut & line for 20 to 4¢
miles with no aseistance, on a line pointed out by me, Later I
would heve to make & time and compase survey of the work and elways
found 1t true, when plotted out, in the direction given, In thie
I am speaking of the &dult man, but the sense of direction is not
80 complete and certein in the youth in his early teens, Sonme

of these youths otten wiehed 1o accompany reletivee on the Jjourney
by boat to the coast, and I have known & tew of them who would get
temporarily lost when hunting in the late afternoon after cemp hed
been tixed, bﬁt they elweys found their way beck eventually, A
shell or horn is generally carried in each boat to give direction
in such ceses or & gun may be fired if they possess one, Boys

who go &astray are always subject to much ridicule, They learn the
leseon and very rerely repeat the diegrace,

There is one very peculier sound heard periodiéally over the
greater part of the country lying between the Amazon River and
Atlaentic Oceen, an aree comprising the whole of the three Guianae,
Venezuelsa, and a large part of Brazil, This eound is well known,
as practically every traveller who hes had to make & lengthy stey

in the forests has heard it and repated it, and suggested possible

causes, The sound is a sharp short explosion very like the noice
made by & heavy artillerj gun tired some miles away, It is

invariebly Jjust & crisp report; once only end with no echo, rumble,
or accompanying sound, Most travellers put down the noise to the
crash of a2 faelling tree somewhere in the rorest, One traveller
ias deseribed how he heard the sound and how he located a hollow
dead palm tree, which had rallen, &8 the cause, I know these
pelmes and the dead shell and leafless crown is so light &8s to be
unable to creste enough noise, when it fells, to carry more than
helf a mile, A decaying tree of lsrge size may however have a
hollow up the centre of 3 to 4 reet diemeter and extending right
up the bole to the first branches, & matter of 40 to 80 feet or

more, Trees do not die as does the palm when decay sets in,
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They continue to flourish to all appearance end their crowne of
brench, twig and leaf seem &8s good &nd es heavy as their neighbours,
Such & tree would weigh as many tons &s the palm woulcd weigh stones
and when one falls would make & correspondingly greater noise, My
expe rience has been thet the crash of some of these giant monserchs
of vegetation make by far the loudest volume of sound in the foreet
and they may be heard st & dietence of & mile or even more from the
catastrophe,

I have, however, heard the sound When I have been right out in
the open savannah country, probably & distance of 60-to 80 miles from
the nearest forest, The sevennahs cerry diminutive trees, which,
on their fall, would not be heard beyond & very ghort distence - &
matter of yards, There are reefs of pakms which even in favoursble
circumstances would not make enough noise to cérry beyond & very
short disteance, No tree in the forestis however large ceén make such
a noise in falling, to be heard, even with a fevourable wind, &t euch
e long distance and I think we can rule out falling trees &8s the
cause of these rather mysterious reports,

This peculiar noise ie well known to every Indien tribe end to
most individuesle and is called "Nature's Noise", With all their
scute sensitiveness and keen observation the Indiens know little or
nothing as to the cause of ithe phenomenon, The Indian has no le&r

=

of the noise: it is harmless and does not presage either good or
evil to the individual or the tribe, ¥hen it occurs they will
probably discuses it and locate the direction, but beyond saying that
54 is "far" or "near", both very vague &nd elestic terms, they can
give you no idea oI the dlstance, Although the Iadisn hes no
¥nowledge of the cause of these weird noises he is very definite in
!
steting thet felling trees or palms &re not the reason, ketuelly
there is a great differcnéa in the %two sounds, When a tree falls

the sound always reaches the ear on & horizontal line and generally

with & delayed aand longer sound, The "Nasture Noise" seems %o



Nos..4267,

strike the ear from an angle of 40° or more from the horizon, A
newcomer may even look up in the sky to see the cause, The sound
is shearp, clear and quick, I could quite easily, even with my
limited powers of observation, tell which wes which in most cases,
although now and again it took the more acute ear of the Indian to
differentiate, if the sound were rather indistinct end at & long
distence,

Although the average Indian-acknowledges complete ignorance of
the cause of "Nature Noises", one or two of the older and more
experienced men have attributed rocks &s the cause, but this
declaration is generally followed by & termination which leaves a
certain emount of doubt attachéd, and I have only met one Indian Wwho
definitely atated rocks as being the cﬁuae of the sound, without
doubt or question, although he could give me no reasﬁns eas to how
or why.,

I have however noticed thet such sounds are never heard on the
lowlying coast leands where there are no rocks, but I have repeatedly
heard the sound in the farther interior and always where many
boulders or rock masses are exposed to the direct reys of the sun,
It is quite a common occurrence to meet large boulders and rocks
that have burst or broken in two for no very epparent reaeon. These
breaks mey smount to & wide severance of several feet where the rocks
had space to fall such as a point of & boulder jutting freely out
in the air, but the majoriiy show cleavages of not more then a few
inches in width, These breaks do not show any sign of a natural
fault and are generally clean cut crystalline fractures, such as
those obtained by breaking a stone by force with a hammer, The
cracks may show the patina and weathering of meny years since the
occurrence, others may be of such a clearness and newness s to
suggest the rock having just been broken apart, The bresk is
confined to one major cleavage in one direction only, or gt the most
in two lines, mhe rocks are never shattered in pieces, just the

one clean brea with no fragments or splinters around.
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I remember & certein granite boulder situated right gut in
open savannah country on the watershed of two well known creeks,
An old, old Indian trsil led along the ridge, eand the rock was a
well known land mark, a couple of yards from the trail, end it
indicated so meny hours travel either from or to. permenent weater
and possible sleeping places, The boulder stood about 7 feet
above so0il level, weas some 10 feet in diemeter, &nd had & Bmooth
rounded dome without a visible crack or flew &s far as the eye
could see, I have often stopped at this boulder to rest or to
ewait my carriers who had lagzed behind. I hed been pessing this
rock periodically for some dozen yeers, and one day the man iﬁ
front down the trail said, "Look, bose ¥ that rock has brokea",
and sure enough it had ! Examination showed that a lerge layer
some 8ix inches thick, had been broken off the entire dome, somewhat
resenbling one of the rings of halflan onion, and this egein had
been broken in two right acress from side to side, There were no
Bigns of weakness anywhere zlong the lines of cleavage, nor were
there any signs of violence, merely cleean fresh breaks showing up
end an absence of chips or fragments, Thie ring of stone still
remeined on top of the rock prectically in poeition except that it
had been férced apart some few inches where the break from side to
side had occurred, It must have reguired much force to have
broken off this half ring from the parent rock, &nd there must have
been a considerable renort, yet inguiries ﬁt the villages some
15 miles eway produced no evidence of a recent "Nature Noise" in the
16::11ty. The only reason I could think of to cause the solid rock
to burst was unequal expansion or coantiraction in favourable
circunsta;cea. Rocks broken in this manner would naturally burst
with a loud noise, as the cleavage would be sudden und not gradual,
and it would be a unique occurrence if an Indian heppened to be
sitting close when it went off. This explanation, backed by =
few half hearted acceptences by the Indians, is much more feasible

than that of falling palms or trees, and I feel fairly sure it is

the true cause of these weird noises heard from time to time,
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In over 20 years of living in close touch with the Wapichanns
tribe there heve been two "Neture Noises" which attrscted the
attention of the entire tribe living over QFiatance some 1C0 miles
by 80 mites, One which I personally saw, wes & huge meteor which
burst overheed and immediately went out, The report was heerd by
everyone, but only those within & limited redius heard the fragments
as they crashed to earth. The main explosion wes like a huge gun
fired & short distence eway; the fzll of verious fregments was much
less pronounced, somewhat like a succession of gunshots acroes a
valley half 2 mile eway,

The other occurrence tool place during the first week in May
1902 &nd was heard far beyond the Wapichanna tribe, It was about
cwemmef the Tirst of these weird noises I had heard and seemed to me
to come from almost overhead, To the great glee of my Indiens I
looked up in the sky to see what had happened and &lthough they
admitted the sound ;as approximately overhead they were able to
locate North East &s the direction the sound had come from, I wes
worlking miles away in the forest with some 30 men end we all heard
it. Carriers arriving with food from the esavanneahs for the men &also
reported having heard it dietinctly. A friend, an Englishman, wes
also working with a geng of indiana in the forests some 50 miles
from where I Qns_bus*. It was quite two months before I met him,
but he and his men had aleo heerd the noise &nd his Indiens' sense
of the direction corresponded with mine, It wae a nine days'
wonder s the whole country had heerd the loud report but we soon all
forgot mbout it, It was not till a year later that we lesrnec that
font Pelee in the Island of Martinique had blown up on the morning
of ﬂh- day we heard the sound, It mey have been coincidence only,
a8 Mt Pelee is hundreds of miles mWaYy with a towering range of
mountains running up to 8000-9000 feet between it and us, Whatever
wes the ex»nlansetion it must have been something on & coloésal scele
to have been heard over &n area of more than 10,000 squere miles in

extent and fer beyond the power of any fal1ling pealm or tree !
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Settlement of Disputes,

Peace is general and war the exception amongst the Aboriginal
Indians, Through the machinations of their medicine man they may
fear a neighbouring tribe generally from & belief that such & tribe
hﬁﬁe strong occult propensities that can be used to do harm far
beyond their boundaries, On this account, I found the Wapichannes
living in holy fear of the Macussi, their near neighbours, For
barter purposes it was essential to have certain middlemen,
invariably men of either tribe who had married women belonging to
the opposite tribe, Scaercely & death weas registered amongst the
Wapichanna unless caused by the Macussi; the medicine man would
also make it publicly known that during a eseance they had seen the
invisible Kenaima being despatched to the Wapichanna country by the
Macuesi, and that it would be well for the Wapichanna never to be
aione, and always to be well armed, They wealked in deily fear of
their lives, yet the Wapichanna had been forced to develop a style
of boat which would stand up to the falls and in which they made
periodical trips to the coast for salt, axes, knives and other
necessities, The journey had to be made through Macusei country
so full of potential danger, and it wae only the stout-hearted who
deared to go. L

The Wapichanna had of course entered their present territory
in fairly recent times, when they had peacefully absorbed the
Atorads, There wes no record of actual fighting since this had
taken place, either with the Hacussi or the other tribe. The
Wapichanna country is however covered with mythe of great fights
at more distant dates, History shows that the pioneer Europeans
on the coast had to have slaves, and this necessity wes met by
subjugating the various tribes they met on landing,. These
pioneers practically depopulated the whole coast in the endeavour
to get slaves, and also organised expeditions into the far interior
to seize and bring back more and more slaves, The Caribs were

the most warlike tribe and they penetrated far inland, Doubtless

they encouraged the Macussi to enter Atorad country’ae the last
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remaining Atorads have tobd me of the great fights that took place
between themselves and the Macussi, The last of these fights took
place on the Sowava Wau where they fought without ceesing for three
days, It ended with no decided victory on either side but the
Macuesi withdrew and never again raided the country, The pioneers,
finding the Indians of little use as Blaves, had begun to look farther
afield and "blackberrying" sprang into being, Thus it is more
probable that the Macussi had no longer any inducement to fight, as
they &re no more offensive than any other tribe to-day, and once away
from pressure from the coast, either from the pioneere themselves or
their minions - the Carib tribe - they reverted to the old peaceful
ways of previous generations, That the Caribe reached the Atorad
country is well known, They were the most ruthless of &ll and when
I went amongst the Wapichanna, for many yeare I could hear the more
elderly matrons hushing a fretful child with’“Ths Oariba‘are coming",
and no more effective way of getting perfect quiet have I ever heard.
Although no tribe to my knowledge conducts ective warfare in or
around British Guiana, they have many petty internecine arguments and
squabbles, espedially amongst the younger more volatile males,
although these rarely go beyond one or two of their tests of strength
and endurance of which two were in vogue on occasions when I firet
mét the Wapichenna, The older men seemed to have the sense to
adjuet their quarrele without sctual fighting although I heve known
a case where & man injured another slightly at a drink, when passione
and tempers got out of hand, At a few of these festivals I have had
to interfere, but I often thought it would all have ended in smoke.
The custonary wﬁy of showing displeasure, & quarrel or an open
rupture, is by complete silence - treating each other with silent
scorn! It wae a fairly common occurrence for people to lay &
complaint before me againet some other party, probebly en inmate of
the same house or villege, and just as likely one of their own
immediate relatives, There had been a quarrel, generally over some
trivial matter, end the only evidence was that the other participante

kept themselves well apart and refused to speak, They completely
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ignored esach other till one complained,

The women amongst the Wapichanna were more numercue then the
men and were constantly quarrelling amongst themselves through
Jjealousyy. The tribal habit of heving a plurality of wives led to
the majority of these silent disputes, The respective wives were
seldom on speaking terms with each other for very long. A little
too ardent display of affection or preference by the man generelly
led to a fit of the sulks on the pert of the slighted party, end they
hed quarrelled | Such a quarrel rarely went beyond a loud ceandid
opinion of each other, or at the most & little hair pulling. These
disputes were often settled by & thorough thrashing of the least
necessary wife by the huaband’should the quarrel interfere with his
peace or enjoyment of life, It cen be very amusing to see two
wives who are not on speaking terms with each other, yet wishing one
another no ective harm, They are constantly communicating with
each other through some third party, probably one of their own
children, sending messages, or asking for the loan of some ﬁocessary
adjunct to household duties, although the distence between the
respec¢tive parties is at most not more than a few feet, The man
may bring in some geme, yet the wife who cooks &nd serves it will
never forget her rivel end some pert of the food is sent to her
through some intermedisary, If the game is emell, the fevoured wife
pute most of it before her lord and mester, The other wife may
only heve & couple of hot peppers which ehe boile up with sone
water and if possible a little selt, Ae soon as the favourite wife
hes, o %o speak, leid the table - in this cese & clear spece on
the floor - the second wife is weiting till the other has retired
whereupon she zlso sets out her poorer dish of peppers and wster,
The husband muet pertake of all two pots, Jealous eyes ere
watching end due courtesy must be asccorded in proportion te esch pot.
If, however, the game ie large, sey & deer, the favourite wife cute
it up end spporiions certaiifgg the other; the intermediary here
coming into play to cdeliver it, but the second wife nust on no

account serve up better cuts or more succulent dishes thsn her
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rivel., These Bilences between pertlies - &nd they &are qgulite common
between the men sleo - may only emount to & day or two of eloofness,
but they cen extend to periode of monthe or even yeers in exceptional
ceses, I have known %two sisters who did not epeek to eech other
for over & yeer, yet they were the hest of friends, nurasing esach
other's children es occesion demanded,and constantly ssking end
giving food, tools, end other necessities through some third party.
Moet of the disputee amonget men arose through goesip. Some
interfering busybody, genersally & women, would report something thet
hed been seid by some one probebly in & moment of irritation, &nd
the cuetomery eilent querrel would begin, but usually they were-soon
cleered up, and rerely lasted more then & week or so, Amongst the
younger, irresponsible men, querrels were feirly common, generelly
on pointe of prowess or strength, and the old time teet at such a
time wae whipping, elthough it hed almoet fellen into sbeyence before
I left, An Arawsk led ceme up from the coest amongst the cerriers
of & vieiting white man, He was boesting considerably of his
endurance and strength; a dispute erose end & Weapichanne boy cselled
him out to & whipping test, Both were wearing leether belte with
heavy metal buckles which they took off to use in the settlémont of
the dispute, Fach stripped his clothes &and as chellenger, the
Vepichenna men reised his hande high above hie head, leaving his
body bare to the expected blows, The Arewak took the buckle end of
the belt in his hand, eand applied six leshes (the number sgreed on)
with the leather end of the belt round his opponent's waist, putting
a1l the force snd sting he could muster into each blow, The
Wepichenne stood celmly emiling end urging the Arewek to "hit him"!
"WYhy you are only tickling me"/he seid, The Arewsk now raised
his hende high in turn end the Wapichenne gripped his belt, but he
held the leather end in his hend and struck with the buckle. The
heavy bress buckle added enormously to the force end weight of each
blow, The very first raised = nasty weal and brought = yell about

the unfairnese of the method. Before he could drop his hends he
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had received a second which drew blood, It wes too much and the
Arawak took to his heele, closely followed by the Wapichenna in pursuit
inflicting a new blow somewhere ot every second step until he had

given the six leshes agreed on, The Arawek lived at & serious
discount afterwerds, the butt of el)l the village rsillery, wheress he
had been previouu;y treeated with considereble respect &s being =

member of & tribe they knew 1itt1; about and aleo from the fect that
€ll the worst troubles in life come up river from the coeast, The

lad wae very glad when his mester shortly afterwerds returned to the
coest,

Wrestling was a feirly common method of settling disputes,
especially those of strength, All my experience of wrestling had
been to throw an opponent on the ground by sny means possible, but the
Wepichanna technique wes Jjust the opposite, Their &aim wes to reise
the opponent's feet clear off the ground sufficiently long to allow
them to teke & short setep or two end to shout "Tiksp" ! (Look 1!).

It was catch as catch cen in the metter of grips, and then followed
the endeavour to 1ift the opponent, There wae little fencing or
manoeuvring for position. Tempers would be hot, due to the ergument
end usually they rushed at each other impetuocusly, Buccess depended
fer more on the position of the first grip then on eny skill or
science, The men who first caught & grip round the weiet &nd under
the other's arme had any opponent &t hie mercy as ill he hed to do
wes to 1lift him off the ground. They were adepts-at getting the
favoured grips, and T have been lgnominiously hoisted in these
wrestling matches, The saeme type of wrestling is adopted &t certein
drinking feetivels to decide whether the "house" or the visitors &are
4o own the beer, and here I have tried & few times. At these
festivale all the males of the house or villege wrestle with the
arriving vieitors, and s vieitor who survives the first test can be
attecked by half & dozen men who have disposed of their opponents

end are free to assist their less fortunate mates, The . wrestling

test wos generally finel in all disputes, although enother might be
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staged & following day if the argument wee continued, Ae & rule, the
one who lost took the decision quite sportingly end admitted his
inferiority. Wrestling foll‘largely out of fashion letterly, end
other tests of etrength beceme populer through increesing contact with
the outside world. One of these weae forrtwo men to pleace the elbows
of their right erms sbout & foot apert on & box, & rock or anything
that wees reised end convenient, with their arms and hands held
perpendicularly, They brought the pealme forwerd until touching end
interlocked their respective fingers, On & given signal each begen
to try to force the others erm over backward end he who did thies wae
adjudged the winner, This test reslly depended on eheer strength
without eny biese of grips.

On my firet visit to the Waiwel, I wae much struck by the fect
that most ofrtha grown up men hed & number of unusuel markings or
scars along the weistline and over the abdomen. Theese were
longitudinel sceres from half an inch to about three inches in length
in extreme caaea,and about one-quarter of &an inch ecross, In one
or two cases these cute had been severe enough to cauee emell ruptures,
I learned these scars were the results of their tribal whipping
metches, The Welwai were naturally shy and reticent about all tribal
custome before new acqueintences of such different culture &s myself
end even my men, end it was difficult to find oul the reason for
these whipping affairs, I have been told they were to settle
disputes; to decide petty querrele; es tests of endurence in entering
menhood, or &s a mesns of selecting a new leader when e vacancy
occurred through death or the erectiion of a new or sub-village,

Any of these reasons could eaesily have been & worthy excuse for the
rite, but I have no proof of any being of major importeance, as 1
found them constently chenging the convers&tion whenever whipping
was mentioned,

Whips were numerous in every communel house, averaging almost
cne for every mele who hed a femily. They were quite ready to display

or even sell them, and T alwaeys purchased & few at each vieit es they
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were beautifully made end splendid examples of Indien workmanehip.
The whip had a hendle about eight inches long,, one inch diemeter,
and was perfectly circular, The handle wes invariebly steined with
& deep bleck dye and ornamented wiih their ususl geometrical figures,
At each end would be rings of coloured beeds wound round, and there
were &leo ringe or tuftes et the extreme end éf £he delicate red and
yellow feathers of the toucen bird, ettached by & thin eilkgress
thread, Firmly atteched by & leshing to one end of the hendle, wee
e certain amount of long silk-grass fibre to form & core for the
thong, &nd very gradually tapering to the end. Round end round the
core from 88 BMear the handle && possible right to the extreme point
was very carefully wound a long thin eilk-greass string of ebout

1/32 pert of ean inch in diemeter, in much the same way &s the winding
of our sewing cotton on a reel, The thong wes now coated with

their bleck vegeteble pitch, care being teken to work it in to the
hollowe between the winding of the string until it formed one etraight
smooth thong. The thong wes pulled constantly through the clenched
pelm of the hand to ensure perfect smoothness and the required high
gloss or polish, These thongs were about 24" to 30" in length:
rarely more than 1/4" diameter at the butt and gently tapering to T/B"
diameter at the free end,

This piteh is common to all Indien tribes and enters into daily
use in the repairs and meking of all their baskets, bows and errows
and anything that reQuirea & slightly eticky adhesive or wetertight
surface, Pitch is collected in the forests from & tree that exudes
& thick gum 2t &ny point of injury to the outer bark, such &s the
bore hole of & beetle, or more freguently from the cracks made in
the berk by the tree increasing its girth et some feavourable season,
On contact with the air the gum coagulates into & herd, elmost stone-
like, brown mese, when it is knocked off the tree and carried home
and stored, When required, the mess is pounded <ewn end put into
en old esrthenwesre cooking pot over & fire and melted down to‘a
fluid, exactly &s the cook renders esuet et home, A thick scum of

worthless meteriml rises to the top, which ie cerefully skimmed off
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end thrown away, According to what the pitch is to be used for and
largely dependent on the individual's recipe or resources, & certein
amount of rendered fat or vegetable oil is poured into the boiling
pitch end vigorously stirred, A number of bamboo joints heve
meaawhile been prepared of selected diesmeter end length, into which
the still boiling piteh is poured, when it is carefully put swey to
allow it to set, Vhen cbmpletely cold, the bemboo can be split
off, and they have & hard cylinder of pitch, one to three inches
diemeter, and from four to-twelvg inches in length, in which form

it pasaea around as barter, Good quelity pitch must show & jet
black, shiny frecture free from streske and blemiehes, and should

be about the consistency of cobblere'! wex so as to adhere the more
eaeily and freely when & string ie drawn over, Too little fat or
0il added, leaves it too hard and brittle; too much on the other
hend, leaving it too soft and tecky, with & low adhesive point.

I had asked more then once for a demonetrstion Qf whipping
emonget the Weiwai but the suggestion was always received with looks
of diemay, and the subject had to be dropped &e it wes evidently
rather dietesteful, It was thereforenot until my third or fourth
vieit, when I had completely won their confidence, that they staged
& demonstration, Every tribe has ite own national dance, strange
to say, very closely allied in principle even over enormous distances,
end & complete ignorence of the world beyond'their own valley,

These dences depend on the representetion in some form or other of
various animale by the various dancers, Knowing Chief Yufono very
well by thie time, I persueded him to stege the Weiwai national
dence, I found it took some days to prepare the varioues necessary
costumes, and there were frequent idle hours while the various
parties had to rest, I hed been proposing & whipping metch more
to see how it wes done, than as an exhibition of cruelty &s would
seem to be the general run of such affairs, There were many
objections, Apart from their own reluctance, I found it wae the

rule that every male in the villege haed to teke pert in the

proceedings, Would my men face the ordeal ? On this trip, I had
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only & few Taruma Indiane with me and after some telk, they eventuslly
decided to consent, but I countered by 1nai§ting that the Bhow was

to be more of & play, and thet no severe whipping wee to be done, &and
that there was to be no revenge taken for pereonal splite or any
offiecial tribal position to be at stake,

At length, after due coaching and the payment of some erticles
of barter, 8ll obstacles were overcome &nd & meatch arraenged for the
following day, As usuel, the early hours of the dey were epent in
& further process of meking the negessary dresses for the National
dance, After the work wes finiehed ,there wes & general bath and
fully an hour epent on the decoration of the person of every mele in
the villege; even the feather ornaments they had éold me had to be
returned for the occesion., It was evidently a great effair to the
men, yet the women displayed neither excitement nor curicsity.

They went about the daily tesk just if it were an ordinary dey,
prepering food and drink, spinning thread or meking grhterﬂ, Just as
each woman fancied or necessity dicteted.

A meel wes served about noon, and every mele brought out hie
stool and sat in front of the visitors! house while beer weae pessed
round for esome time, There must heve been fully thirty adults
acsembled, and & brave show they mede, every body glistening red,
their faces adorned with red, blue, yellow, white and bleck dimgrams,
and every crown and feather ornament they could beg or borrow hanging
on their bodies and linmbs, A spece was carefully swept clear of
all litter or smell chunks of wood Juet imnediately before the seated
crowd,

The chief had gone inside the communel house, and presently he
emerged with some half dozen whips in his hand, which he ceremoniously
laid out in a row, Stending up, he celled out 2 neme, whereupon &
young man aroee and carefully shed his every ornament, laying each
eemfeiie on his stool, Then he walked over and selected his whip,
He now Btepped on the sounding board, end after stamping a couple of
tines called out a name, Another man now rose, stripped off his

ornaments, selected his whip, end with a stemp mounted the sounding
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borrd in front of, and facing his opponent,

The firat men, as challenger, grasped his whip by the two ends
and raised his arme high sbove his head, For =& Qecond or itwo the
pair eyed each other, then suddenly the-challenged mén struck his
opponent a good lesh round the waiast, the thong running round the
back and curving roundrtill the point hit him in the belly with =
rather suggestive snap, Immediately, up went his hande above his
he=zd, and the challenger struck him & return blow in the seme manner,
Theee alternate blows were exchanged some four or five times till the
Chief gave &n order, when both men, throwing their whips eside, sprang
well clear of the sounding hoerd end clashed together in & wrestling
mnatch,

The Waiwei style of wrestling 1s practically what is known as
Cumberland Style at home, although shorn of the stately approech and
the manoeuvring for secure and favourable gripe, Each indian pessed
his left or right arm over the oppoeite shoulder of hie opponent,
passing his other arm under his opponent's arm low down on the waist,
when he met and clenched his hands over the smell of the back as
quickly as possible, Then began a triel of strength and cunning,
each trying to upeet his opponent by feints or tripe so as to bring
the adversary to the ground with the winner on %op. Some of the
wrastléra missed the chance to secure 2 good hold - speed was & gresat
factor - and they would be ignominiously pitched in the dust, Some
pairs got a good grip simultaneously and there were some exciting
contests when weight, skill and other factors were equally meatched,
One man in the act of falling, by some feat of strength, actusally
whirled hie opponent round and reversed their posltions, thereby
winning the contest, After the second match, they began to enter
into the novelty of an almost painless, whipping metch, and the various
challengers would call out an opponent with a series of remarks on
his appearance or his tribal reputation, at which there were peals of
laughter from everyone, I donlt suppose such & mild exhibition had
ever been given, and Boon everyone entered into the fun and

apparently thoroughly enjoyed #kemselves, himse/f.
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go far, the Chief had taken né active part in the wrestling,
but after an hour he etepped on one side and begen, in a very tense
silence, to pake of f his many ornaments preparatory to taking part,
His neme had not been called, and I was wondering what was going to
happen, I was not long left in doubt, but my surprise may be
imegined, when, after three loud sounding stamps on the boerd he
called out, "White man ) You, the Son of the Sun, you, who have
come from over the Great Weter which no bird cen croes, I chaellenge
vou 1"

I rather gasped, but at the age of 21, I had been the best
wrestler in a little glen overseas, and as I had seen nothing so far
thaet I confidently felt I could not easily deal with successfully,
I promptly rose, I ;elected my- whip, and approached hinm, Hie
hands were high in the air and I strueck him a gentle lash, Up went
my hends and he gave me the return - a light blow presumebly, but
still one that stunglike the mischief through the light shirt I wase
wearing, We hit ea;h other the customary number of lashes; he
flung his whip away and bounded some 10 feet clear of the sounding
board snd whirled to meet me, I was there to meet him and being
no novice I was in and got & good hold as quickly as he did, For
about two seconds, I felt as 1f I had hold of an oiled eel, then I
recelved a quick thump thump, baeek and frﬁnt, and there was the sun
shining directly 1n£o ny eyes | The thump 2t my back was where I
had hit the ground: that in front wae where the Chief hed fallen on
top of me as I had refused to let him go, and I hed been thrown as
beautifully as I had ever been in my life,

I rose slowly to my feet and, Holy Smoke | whet a eight I wee F
I had scraped enough red paint off my opponent's body to have givén
& coating to the entire hull of the "Queen Elizabeth", and feeling
ridiculously small indeed I sought my stool to an accompeniment of
broad grine and suppressed giggles, Once seeted, I called for =
long cigarette and did some figuring as to whet hed happened,

The wrestling was now fast and furious, the Chief chellenging

several men in Buccession, These he disposed of feirly easily, but
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oresently he almost met his métch. Though he eventually grassed
his man and won, it ceused him to roll over and over in the dust,
and when he rose he had enough earth and sand c¢linging to him as
served my purpose, He was scercely erect, when, whip in hand, I was
on the sounding board bawling, "You red-pasinted, well-oiled vermint;
You, Chief of the Waiwai, just step along and I'11 teach you
something 1", No sooner said than done, The Chief met me all
right, but now on vastly different terms, No longer was he covered
with & quarter of an inch of oil and slippery pigment, and his
coating of dust and sand made my grips secure, Swinging in whet is
known a8 a "crossbuttock", the Chiefle heels described a lovely

half circle and he lay, a very much surprised Indian, prostrate on
the ground at my feet, Again we wrestled; he took his fall most
eportingly: and again I won, I now retired to my etool in a

stony silence, but no one challenged ng any more,
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