We were awake with the sparrows next morning, There

wae nothing to eat, but each of my men ssked for a toa:poonfnli

of salt which they promptly dissolved in a small calageeh of

wator and drank, I don't know)lf in their Opinian)the salt

.added to the palatability of the cool river water or supplied
more vitamins and nutriment as required by the human body, but. \
acting on their advige I tried it mynelf without any

noticeable diminution of the definitely annoying twinges of

pain under uy belt, We 414 have tobacco and after a good

smoke (all round) we shouldered our various loads and set off
through the forest.
Just how far it was to the Weiwail country I had no idea,

Salk Tau had been there repeatedly and hig list of sleeping
caups varied frou something 1n the teens to o number quite
beyond his knowledge of arithmetic, which actually was -uly
accurate while he confined his calculations to hig combined
‘fingern and toes, Most unsophisticated Indians travel very
slowly, They may start off at sun up but they dawdle along;
the men in front stepping as gingerly as a eat on hot bricks

80 as not to make the least noise, or attract the notice of

any game by rapld motion; the women in the rear with the bsbies,‘

the baggage and the dogs. Everything 1s noted en.routo, stops
made to collect even the smallest and most uninviting fruits,
wiile edible roots are dug up, and game shot.

After doing some three to five miles, a nice flowing
creek 1s met and 1t 1s time for breakfast, or, falling en
adequate supply of food, it i1s an excellent place to hunt,

It is almost 2 cineh that some of the women are overloszded and -

feel tired, or one may have stepped on & thorn and it is

mrting., Any excuse will gerve and they go into camp for the

night, Thus in unknown forest country you never know just

what distance is meant by a day's walk to camp. I was once

crosslng between two rivers during the dry season, and the men

.
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assured me that no water would be met on the journey, but it
could be done in & day - early start, good walking and a late
arrival, We started just as soon as we could see the trail
in the forest, I put 2 good man I knew well in front, with
myself next, We stopped for a couple of suokes only dufins
the day, yet it was quite dark (7 p.m.) when we made the
river. Some of my men got in at 10 p.m, by the help of a
flaming resin torch, but three aﬂuidn't make it and jJolned
us next morning rather late,

. Often you make cemp in & couple of hours of traevel and
you fret and fume, "Why can't we make the next stage ?". I
was once heading for the source of the Oyapok, the boundary
between Brazil and French Guiana. Actually I was on the
small branches of some of the tributaries of the Trombetas
and about due South of the source of the Courantyne River,
when I came to an Indlan village at which I found a matter of
40 ~ 50 visiting Indians, whose home was somewhere considerably
nearer to my objective, I had to spend & week in the village
getting hold of a few necessary words of thelr language and
acquiring their confidence, When we eventually started, I
found the first camp little over three miles away, and after
breakfast, I jolllied the old chief lnto doing a second stage
before night, making not more than ten miles all told on a
rather winding path, With a fair amount of banter, flattery,
and a judiclious present of a few figh hooks, I got my caravan
to do a double stage the second day, poesibly another 10 miles
at most, but the third morning "Nothing doing”, The old
chief lay rolled in his hammock and gravely explained how we
had overshot the customary dally stage of travel by his tribe,
and that he had left his shadow behind and he must wait till
it caught up to him ! Wait we 4id, too, for & whole day and
two nights, till hig beastly "shadow" arrived and he was fit
again,

Nothing can be more annoying to the man from overseas
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than this habit of lelsurely travel, yet why shouldn't the
Indian travel as slowly as he 1lkes ? From time lmmemorial
has not his tribe taken 2 certain time to do a certain
Journey ? He must miQa nothing that will add to the
generally slender auppiies of food he has with him, or
something that will tickle his palate, or that of thoge
dependent on him, It may be a fruit in season or just a few
berries, but nature is not too bountiful in these forests, so
why should he deny himself ;ny pleasure,vhen he knows Quite
well that even with luck 1t will be & full year before the
season of bearing for that particular fruit comes round again,
Many of these frults searoély deserve the name, One is
composed of a tough skin with a hard stone inside, but there
1e a pronounced flavour that the Indian loves, so he climbs
the tree, throws down the fruit and sits contentedly sucking
for half an hour, to the white man's bewilderment and
annoyance, |
The Indian has no train to cateh, and if he 414 have,
would not that same trein run to-morrow, or next week, or next
year ? Actually he 1s heading for home where, once back, he
knows there are naﬁy arrears of work to be done, A vigit means
& holiday with other people to do the worrying, cooking and
providing., He does not pay cash as does his civilized
prototype for his entertaimment, or his board and lodging, but
he does bring along something te barter or in payment for
goods recelved, . At the worst, he bringe in news ftwi
outside; information as to the health of other villagers, the
tale of birth, marrisge and death, or at least, the stirring
tale of succees in the hunt or 2dventure in the forest, A
vielt is 2 holiday to be kept going to the last possible
moment, He has had, and 1s having a most enjoyable time,
and he doesn't want to get back to harness any faster than
1s necessary, "Amanhana", he says, "To-morrow the sun will

rise"!




No, oo 47

Once we got on the road we weren't wasting time, We
had no food, and though we were on the 'qui vive' for
anything in the line of game, I wasn't prepared to spend
half a day hunting for something which would probably elude
us eventually, The men were perfectly contented to go ahead,
I had given the orders with guite lucid explanatione and
these they were prepared to carry out,

~ We were travelling over country that was about dead flat,
with dense bush and jungle on either side which narrowed the
view to a2 variable distance of a foot or so, to some 5 or 6
yards at points of lese growth, Ahead of ue lay a winding,
narrow trail, cut or rather cleared, for it was a recognised
route used once or twica a year, by the Tarumas ahead, It
was just wide enough to give clearance to the passage of the
human person, -« a tunnel, gome 18 inches wide and 4 feet high,
cut through the t:bplcal tangle of papling, branch and vine,
Ihe ground was littered with dead branches, debris, and
tangled llanag or bushrope over which,§3h stepped 6areru11y'
to avoid a fall, The roof wag low, & meaes of cut braﬁchos,
and more bush ropes,

Walking such a trail ig by no meane easy, You've got
to keep one eye glued on the ground to note where to place
your next step, so that you don't put your foot in 2 hole,
hit 1t against a projecting stump or dead branch, or catch
your toe in a tough string-like vine which would semd you
sprawling. You've got to keep one eye on the roof, where
you meet almost identical dangers, dead breanches, cut stumps
and bushropes, all of which you have to dodge and duck,
otherwlse you are in trouble from broken skin on the brow,
face, or body, and I don't know anything more humiliating or
80 damnably trylng to the blood pressure and vocabulary than
to be méosed round the neck by a thin, almost invieible,

" bushrope or vine, which has sufficient strength to bring you
up all standing (ai the best) end which has to be cut before

you can proceed, I know one such vine, & tiny red thread,
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no thicker than an ordinsry croehet thread which possesses
almoht supernatural strength, which I have blessed often and
long and whose gulle and apparent innocence has torn the
bubble of many a tenderfoot's sense of importance and know-all-
ness,

Not only have you to watch your head and your feet go to
speak, but you'vb got to watch the sldes of your tunnel also
for such small things as horrlble‘stiﬁglng ante, a wasp's nest,
.or a colony of ticks walting for a passing victim on whom to
attach themselves, or a wander wasp may crogg your path, who
bears 2 sting that will lay you up for 24 hours with acute
pain and a high temperature, It 18 a safe bet that everything
that moves, and a good many which don't move, in the Amazon
forests, elther sting or bite severely to the detriment of
human counfort and patience, I have only enunerated a few,
but there are dozens of others ranging from snakes to
scorpions,

Women are the beﬁnta of burden amongst the Indiang and
on one expedltion in unknown forest, I had allowed some of the
men to bring thelr women folks as they would carry the
regulation 70 lbs load and leave the men free for line
cutting, Amongst them was a bride of a few days standing who
on top of the load she wae pald to carry had sdded every
poseible thing she thought would add to the comfort or
lmportance of her lord and master, We struck a bamboo reef
some miles across and these girls would spend hours in a
camp knowing they could catch us up in 2n hour at the most, as
the cutting was slow work., At one spol we got inteo =2
veritable tangle, the only alternative to retrzcing our steps
belng to pass between two saplings not more than a foot apart,
Theee saplings for some unknown reason had dozene of huge
black ants ¢limbing up and down their stems, Their sting is
most painful and they are dresded and feared by both beast and
man, By careful going we all slithered safely between the

treee without misghap or rousing the ire of the ants, The



last man before coming thr-augh’half severed a convenient branch
and bent 1t before the danger so that the women coming behind
would note the obstruction,. They would know it was put there
for some reason; would spot the bad ants, and act accordingly
with every care to pass them .aafoly. The first women to come
up did this and passed safely. Unfortunately tﬁey did not
set the danger signal in passing and the little bride, who had
lingered longer in the camp, came barging along later, head
bent down under her enormous load, and struck both trees wlth
the bagket on her back, when dozens of ants promptly dropped
from above and stung her all over the body and face, Half an
“hour later she staggered up to where we were making & new

camp with her face swollen beyond recognhition and in dreadful
agony, We could do little to relieve her and we feared she
would die, Alternste applicatione of mud and hot

fomentations were applied and towards evening she began to feel
some improvement, She ran a high temperature and was confined
to her hammock for a. couple of days, although it was fully a
week before she was fit enough for the road agaln,

Then the Buropean wears clothes, which can be torn to
shreds by the careless or ignorent traveller, against thorns
or points of wood, and there are buttons that go West if the
cloth is strong enough to resist a tear, The modern zip
hedn't been invented in my day, and part of my travelling kit
was a 500d "housewife" with a fair number of spare buttons

"on which to sew the odd shirt or a spare pair of pants", as an
Irishman with me once remarked, The naked Indlan slithers
through 2 tight place in tho' trail without inconvenience,

His senslitive skin notifies & receptive brain of every touch
and contact on his body end he moves accordingly, without even
glancing down, but the clothes of eivilization seem specially
made so ag to cateh everything possible and thus lmpede
progrese,

Then a careful wateh has to be kept for any possible

game on the ground, amongst the branches or overhead,
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Vigilance can mean just the difference between 2 full pot or
an empty stomach, I could safely leave this last te my men
but being generally the pergon with the lightest load and the
most dependsble gun, I was supposed to be ready at short
notice to sghoot anything that we met on the mere raising of
a silent rigld finger. There has been many a day in the
foreste when I wondered if the game was worth the candle, and
many more days when I envied the humble fly it.a many faceted
eye.

Of all the types of jungle in the Amazon forest the
pamboo reef ig the one that 18 moet feared and hated by even
the most expert and competent bushman, Bauwboo 18 an
"outsize" in grase which may reach 50 or more feet in the air,
when 1t curves over in graceful arches. At each Jjoint
beging a branch which agein breaks inte a2 twig at each joint,
and over all grows the long grase leafl, turned etraight to
the sky to cateh the sunlight or moisture, Seen from a2
distance, such as the deck of a comfortable steamer, bamboo
is a thing of beauty; the drooping reﬁthory arches appear so
graceful and lovely; the colour is much lighter and more
vivid green than the tree leaves, and affords a striking
change from the customary monotonous dark green of the
surrounding forest, h;lt- the eunlogles of the passing tripper
are more than counterbalanced by the language "Doth lurid and
free” of those whose duty calls on thea to pass through on
foot amongst the bamboo where .1t. grows,

BEach bamboo joint epart from being the potential starting
point of & brané¢h Zrows a nasty spike ready at a touch to tear
the clothes of the earoleni, or rip a nasty scratch along the
limbs or body, This splke 18 exceeding hard and durable, so
if the parent stems dle and drop and rot, it rests on the
ground long afterwards walting for some unwary foot to step
on it. One stepe gingerly in most parts of the forest, but
doubly so in bamboo jungle. |

Bamboo often grows in isolated clumps where it is of
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little danger or inconvenience, but it can also grow in reefs,
when it may be the predominant form of vezetation for miles,

When cutting a line through unknown forest, the first
intimation that the bushman has of the existence of s reef is
a sudden lightening of the dense forest's overhead foliage
some ghort distance ahead and in another 20 yards sheed he
meete the bamboo. He generally has some objective and ig
cutting a line in a certain direction, Now comes the
conundrum { In which direction does the reef run ? He may
have struck 1t at its end, or broadside on, or at an angle,
Across the reef ig naturally that of least distance and
diatnassingly hard work for the men, so & convenlent tree is
climbed and observations made, Even then there have been
occasions when elther from the size of the reef or the contour
of the country, no cessation of the bamboo has been visible
and one had to plunge ahead trusting lergely to good luck and
hoping the line of march was the shortest way across,

Baumboo grows in circular clumps of from 2 to 20 feet in
diameter. A space of a couple of feet to as many yards
peparetes these clumps. Unlese at a2 vagl expense of hard
work, time and money it 1s imposeible to cut a straight line
through bamboo, and the general way is to evade the clumps,
following a winding path through the empty spaces, and |
deviating to elther side yet keeping fairly true to the original
direction, Even the spaces between the clumpe are all
cluttered up and choked with debris, broken stems and branches
of decayed and dead bamboo, and & road must be cleared,

Bamboe 1s exceedingly hard and has very definite lines of
cleavage and great care has to be used in wielding the cutlass,
the buslman's one implement and means of forcing & passage,

An unskilful blow may be deflected in esny direction and the amm
come in sweepling contact with a splke jutting out from o Jéint.,
the result being a badly punctured srm or 2 nasty regged
scratch some inches long with the blood gunhlna’md which means
s resorting to the expedition's slender stock of bandages ete.,



to say nothing of a man out of commigsion for, méybe, days.
There 1& the danger of bad pricks in the soles of the feet,
Bhoee wear out in the bush as elsewhere, and with the nearest
shop & good 400 miles away, one is often reduced to going
barefoot, The Indians never wear shoes, of course, and 1t
is so easy to stap‘on g concealed splke, I don't think I
ever ?aﬁsed through & bamboo reef without having several men
| injured, -

Ih cutting 2 line in untouched forest, speed depends
largely on whether the forest ie definitely forest with fairly
little undergrowth, or whether it is jungle, when the forest
floor is covered with a tangle of bushrope and saplings,
Starting ahesd at sun up with three cutlassmen, work proceeds
at cutting 2 trail to sbout 11 a m, when a halt is called for
an hour or so for breakfsest and e rest at a convenient creek
or waterhole, After the halt, work is pushed ahead until
about % p,m, when a return to the base camp i1s commenced, which
you will reach about 4,30 or 5 p.m, indicating, at a walking
rate of 2 M,P,H,, that you have blazed & poesible trail of
3 to 4 miles, In bamboo jungle I have made only half a mile
to a mile per day and that distance only through changing the
cutters every hour or so ags they became tired or got injured,

However we made good time and soon pessed an abandoned
cam? and then another and another, Salk Tau,readlng the signs
was getting more and more excited at esch 2g he could tell
just how meny stages shead were his tribe and relatives, until
"Boss, they left here this morning, the ashes are still hot",
This was very cheering newe as almost to & certainty the
Taruma would have food with them or at least game ahgt that
day.

Ve hed been negotliating a most Aifficult plece of tangle-
foot scrub jungle and were just getting clear,with the forest
slightly more open, when we heard a dog bark somewhere,
Inmedlately Salk Tau snapped "Back to back and sit down", and

enitted his long tribal yell, Mabba Tiu at once rushed up
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and placed his back against sone one; we did the seme and sat
down on our heels with the small boy in the centre, Quick
28 the manoceuvre had been, we were already surrounded by a
mob of some 12 or 15 madly barking irate dogs, which rushed up
to within a few feet and held us at bay,

This 1dea of sitting down back to back wss a novelty to
me and on asking the reason,Salk Tau expleined that had we
continued standing some of these flerce dogs would have rushed
in, no matter how good our defence, and would have biltlour
legs, but when squatting down back to back they meet the eyes
more on a level with thelr own, will not rush to attack, and
on ¢ireling round alwaye find another palr of eyes meeting
theirs, Certainly his plen worked, and no dog rushed us
although they were pretty near it at times, In answer to
S8alk Tau's yell, there had been quite a2 response from just
ahead, and in a few seconde, 2 dozen men, boye and women were
dashing towards us through the jungle all armed with a stick
or a leash, Each party grabbed his own dogs, slipped on the
leashes and tore them away, In a few moments they were
securely tied to a number of trees, protesting at the very
top pltch of thelr voices, and we were smongst the Tarumas |

These people were 3a1k-Tnu's ow tribe and many of them
his lmmedlate relations, and we were perfeetly certain our
worriese over food pupplies were now at an end, but here we were

- sadly disappointed, The tribe had not had good crops of thelr
gstaple foods, The ralnes had been exceptionally heavy and as
a result, the roote of the @assave, 2s very frequeltly happens,
had gone bad, The Falwni”invitation had cowme before the crop
had recovered, and bonsequcntly they haed had to commence their
journey with hopelessly inadequate supplies, To make matters
worse, since starting overland, they had not met any game; the
tribe had had to split into groups to forage the better and we
had struck the rear party. They had not & single thing to
offer us in the way of food. The men had fanned out hunting

from the last camp with no success, and as arparty had left
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thelr present camp that morning, they were not hopeful of
much luck during the afternoon in the vicinity of thelir
sleeping place, If we pushed ahead to the next party, it
would be much the same, as the tribe wae strung right out some
distance into the .ﬁnr-by range of mountaine which formed the
boundary between Bf;tinh.ﬂulana and Brazil,

Purther inquiriea'howeVor produ6od the information that
at rizht angles to our line of mareh there had been 2 large
settlemenﬁ, which, although abendoned some time ago, would
almost oertainiy have something still growing in the fields
which would give us a little food. The sun had not long
passed overhead and as this offered the best prospects, we
set off as soon as possible, We reasched the settlement after
& march of some three miles, = huge comuunal houge backed by
large clearings which had been fields, but were now a
wilderness of weeds and renk growth of forest seedlings fully
six feet high’hut‘whono extent gave us great hope of finding
something, if only 2 bunch of bananan; We dunped our loads
in the shade and I offered to nmount guard while the others
had a look round. Being now in completely slien territory,
Henry, with Me Egnuima. or evil spirit complex st concert
p&toh. refused to leave me, 28 he must be there to protect
me from these invisible enemies, so Saik Tau and our two
Taruma satellites set off to see what they could find,

Naturally there are many strange and pecullar sights and
sounds in the colossal forests that clothe most of the
Gulanas and aleo the great Amazon valley, many thousands of
square miles of which 1s completely terra incognita to men
except for a few of thege wandering children of the forest,
the Aboriginal Indians, Acute ag 1lg the observation of
these indigenous pooplo,there are nmany phenomena of nature
which they know, but have not the necessary powers of
reasoning to dlsentangle cause and effect, There are quite

a few sounds about which, either from their infrequency, or
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the difficulty of ocular observation of the reason, the
Indiang are completely ignorant, There are also in such a
huge area meny germs and parasites that may attack man, and
cause long and wasting disease and probably death, Anything
outside the spher§ of actual observation 1s clasgsed under the
supernatural, and thus you find all kinds of witches and
warlocks in existence, generally under the generic title of
"Kenaima", wﬂich more or less is just "evil spirite", A
kenalma can be either definite and visible when 1t can be met
with force and repelled, or abstract and invisible, against
which there is little to be done, except never to be alone for
a moment, as such spirits will rarely trouble a person, even
if only accompanied by a small child, Hence Henry's rezson
for not wishing to leave me alone, although he had 2 more
cogent rezson to his iny of reasoning,

~ When I entered the Wapichanne tribe, I roﬁnd_thoy
considered the Macussi tribe as their deadly enemles, Long
long ago there had been actusl warfare between the tribes, and
the dreaded Carib had also come from the North via Macussi
country in aéamh of slaves to supply the demand on the coast,
For some unknown reason, no traders had ever settled
permanently amongst the Macusel, whilst there were always one
or two amongst the Wapichanna which led to some jJealousy and
augmented the bad feeling, The Wapichenna were more or less
in constant work and drawing good wages; the Macussl were 1dle
and keen for work or trade to provide the few necessitles of
life which they must hafo.

Keeping the tribes carefully separated I had Degun to
employ some thirty Macussi men in their own gection of the
country, The trouble wag paying them off, and finally it wes
arranged that on 2 certain day of the year, these Macussl
could come to my station by a certain route to get pald off,

Of course every man bz‘dught all his family and many of hie
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near relationg both male and femsle, snd 22 2 rule some
mndred psople would arrive at sun-up to be paid off that day
and start back for home, - a dey rather grudgingly given and
congiderably dreaded by the Wapichannz, whe kept carefully
away ba;h from my station and the rﬂute}until the coast was
clear., 4Another regulation of my own war that every Nacussl
must leave his doge at the lact camp, or at least keep them
atfictly on the leash, sas I had a few pizs snd cheep around,
which the strange dogs thought were some new form of game to
be chased and if posalblo,worriad.

Among st the crowd who came 2long on one occaslon was an
old piaimen, who with growing years of knowledge and success
wag especlally dresded by everybody, 2nd he had a dog on the
lesash, Almost immediately he had started beck for home, he
unleashed the dog, I heard loud shouting and rughed out teo
find his dog chasing my sheep, on which I grabbed my gun and
fired a shot at the dog. The brute was too far away for the
pellets to do more than sting him 2 bit and make him desist |
from his little nefarious games. The Macumel cleared like
frightened rabbits and I pald no more attention to the matter,

Within 2 week I had to start oﬁ sne of my periodle
inspections of work in the forests, a matter of several weeks
of trampling in the high forests, For some reasgon I cannot
now remember ,I went alone, depending on gelting some of my
workmen tn guide me amlong such tralle es I weas unacquainted
with, I had never found my men so ready to guide me, in
fact I had guides with me on trails where there was no need
to have them, but each camp had eoma.ver:f valild excuse - {(a
visit for some reason or other) - ng to why some person
should go slong, and if they cared to carry my camp-kit, I
wag delighted, It gredually dswned on me however, that—not:
for a single moment on any account wag I allowed to be out of
someone's 515h£ and observetion, There are various functlions

of nature that no one likes to do in the public view and
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congtant unremitting surveillance ea=n be most embarrassing
and annoying, in vein I fumed and fretted and storued, I
would catch 2 so-called epy and guestion him with no result,
They would simply stand silent, heads held down in apparent
shame, and in vain I cudgelled my braln as to what on earth
I had done, Eventuaslly I came ruund to Henry's house - ay
present gulde, where 1 ﬁust perforce stay the night, Henry
was out in the forest on my srrival but I hung up my hammock
and made uyselfl comfortable, I went 2 ghort distance into
the forest when, rather to my dlemay, I Aiscovered that my
host's two dsughters aged 15 and 16 were quietly following me,
Had one sirl come alone, ulterior motives might have been
imputed to her simple mind, ut the fact that there were two,
put apide any such idea and showed there wag soume other
definite idee behind things, Thig w-e the firat time I had
been shadowed by females, 8o far I had found men in every
camp; here there were only women in the house ;

1 charged back on these two malde and demanded to know
what the dlckens they meant by it, and thelr snswer was the
downcast head of shyness or shamé,‘and complete sllence,
Later that evening, over the usual smoke znd & calabagh of
native beer, I demanded the truth frou Henry. For Long he
was silent, but eventually he told me that I had shot &
plaiman's dog, some of the pellete even resching the piaiman
mimgelf, who had solemnly declared he would send Kenaima to
ki1l me, Word had then been pazsed round the Wapichan tribe,
that on no sccount was I to be let out of someone's slght in
future.

About two months after the incident, the unfortunate
piaiman insdvertently steppred into line between & well trained
gun and & nebulous spot on the horizon, by which act he
received in his body seme two ounces of cut up wire nails and
other oddments of iron such as are supposed to be most

efficacious sgainst the supernatural, The gun was fired Dy
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a Macussl about s hundred miles beyond Wapichan territory,
The Macussl tribe danced before the Lord with great rejolcing,
and the Wapichanna heaved great sighs of relief, as for years
this man had been credited with sending a number of very
powerful Kenaima, and that would now cezse it was hoped, In
those now remote days, the Waplichanna thought there was only
one good Macuesl -~ a dead one ! EBven after his death, I was
kept constantly under surveillance Just in case the plaiman's
spirit might catch me alone, and it was close on a2 year before
the tribe thought things were pafe enough te stop thelr
watehful and often annoying,care of me,

We had only been sitting & matler of ten minutes when we
saw Salk Tau returning accompanled by & strange Indlan and a
small boy of maybe eleven years, The newcomer wag & falirly
young man, light sgkinned in hue, as are most forest Indlans,
but well covered over his whole body with some red pigment.
He had a lithe swing and step that betokened perfect health,
and a knowledge of his own ability and environment,  His
featurss were regular and of & very pleasging cast, but it was
his hair that drew the attentlon, Thig waeg jet black, well
oiled, besutifully parted and combed, and not a single hair
was out of place, It was uncut, worn long a&nd ending in a
queue at the back, the end of which was stuck 1in an
ornamental tube hanging down to the level of th§ walst and I
knew that before me stood my firet Waiwal Indlan,

Our new Indian promptly entered into conversation with
ny boy, Henry, speaking, of course, hie own Walwal language,
while Henry spoke Waplchan, Neither knew a word of the
other's language but that didn‘t matter, They were following
habitual tribal custom which meant everythlag, This custom
can be rather amusing at times, Two men meet who belong to
different tribes; one man knows only his own languege; the
other 1# bilingual and knows the other's language perfectly,
yet during the introductor& opening of conversation = which

may extend for a quarter of an hour - each must only use hie
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own mother tongue, even if the other fellow doesn't understand
a word that is eald. I had one "headman"” who prided himself
that in his home he spoke pure Atarod, a lsnguege of which I
had no knowledge. He however also snoke Waplichan perfectly,
of which I had a falr working knowledge. This old rascal
used to turn up each vear at the beginning of the rainy season
to begin 2 period of several months' work under me as captain
and steersman of my river launch, and during my first half
hour' s interview with him, he would not spesk one word of
anything except hig mother langusge, I rlways had to search
around for something to raige a2 laugh when he would probably
break out into broken English, Once thne cenons had been
duly observed, he eschewed completely both English and his
own langusge and only conﬁﬁraed in the languasge I knew,

The Waiwal and Henry had about 10 mimutes of this sort
of stuff when they mutually celled a halt, The Wailwal swung
round, stamped a foot on the ground, reised hie right am
shouirﬁer high . and drovned his hand in my direction
sisnlfyinsg_ his intention of speaking to me. This, I have
found = VB!"‘,Y‘ general custom smongst the forest Indians, even
when speaking to vigitors or comparative strangers who Know
the language, and are old friends, but universally the custom
when wishing to sttract the attention of complete strangers
who may or may not know the language of their host,

Having drawn my attention, the Waiwai, as an inhabitant
of that section of the forest, and aes owner of the clearing
and fielqd in which we stood, wes in consequence our host and
spoke first, I knew the rule and custom of - what I might
call ~ the Indlan "welcome ritual", and made my responses and
statements accordingly, but as we weren't getting much, if
any, forrader, I called Balk Tau into play 28 interpreter, as
I wanted information., Through him I soon learned our "host"
was the Chief of the Waiwai tribe, Kiwinik by name, and that
he had come to his old field and home to see what he could
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find in the way of foodstuffs to supplement the suppllies
avellable at his new location in rreparation for the visit
of the Tarume tribe, His women folkg snd carriers had
already started back and he himgelf wag just on the polnt of
following, when Saik Tau, an old friend and the principsl
trader of the country had appeared and now he must hagten to
join them,

On my part, I told him I was by way of being quite a
chief in my own right, although the tribe over which I held
gway wag far far away. I had been intrigued by description
of tzles of the Walwal culture snd workmanship, and hed come
on a pésceml viegit to see for mys-ali’_.- I had brought along
a fair smount of things for trade and barter, I wanted
badly *o get a good cesseva grater snd no doubt he would be
able to pick out something he fancled from amongst what I had
brousht slong,

Weanwhile I had opened my stock of trade goods and began
showing them to the chlef « beautiful esteel-blue Tish hocks,
shining knives and scissors that would cut - things theat
would make the eyes glisten of most of the Indilens of my
acquaintaence, but this man stood haushty snd supercilious,
without & trace of interest in ﬁis expresslion, if anything,
I thought he wap considerably bored, yet I must somehow
arouse some Teeling in thie chief favoursble to our
expedlthm Sor so much depended on my ultimate welcome into
his tribe or otherwise. Beads of 21l colours, at that time
in great request by other tribes to trade with the Walwal -
in many cases, left him cold, Eatches, gunpowder, pilns,
files - nothing seemed to interest him, Then I remembered
s separate package made up for Mabba Tiu te earry, containing
four brand new shining axes. I drew one out and took off
the outer peper and then the customary oil-psper inslde, and

at once he wag sitting down on his heels, hig face wreathed

in a charuing smile and hig eyege flashing with fire, At
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that 1nataﬁt, I knew my entrance to the Weiwal tribe was safe
and assured z2g far 23 ite chlief went, I pageed the axe
across to him, He took it slowly an? carefully, staring at
the Teflﬁﬁti@ﬁ of hig fece in ité clezr »olieghed surface, and
as ig the universal custom »f the Indiasns, fTesling the
keenness of 1ts elge azeinst the nall of his thumb, He knew
what an sxe wag, but never had he seen a clean brand new one
and he laild it on his knee and fondled it to some crooning
bits of song, much aa-a nother would a baby. "Kiwinlk", I
gald, "have you a good cassava grater in your house ? If
so, that axe is yours, when I git before the door of your
home in sxchange for it, but it must be a srater amongst
graters”, and Kiwinik snswered "Yah" in consent,

When T mot to know thisg chlief better, soue years after
this incident, he told me he would never forget the day I first
opened those trade gocds té hig view, an? how he could not
balieve that so much of desperantely necesncory articles were
to be nleced =t hig dispoesl for barter,

I revacked my tMnge while the chief wee b1dding good-Dbye
to my boys, reserving a few figh hooks, = nice knife, a small
file and such like asg giftas, Presently it wae my turn for
the goci;bye seremony, when I honded him the varlous articles
saying "We are very hungry and you ssy you have food in
plenty , Thie I give you for cassava brezd, and that for
bansnas o yame, and this other for something - anything -
that will fill the belly, You say there 2re mountzins
ahead, You muet stride over these as the shadow of yonder
oloud pascep over the lend, collect the food we want and
return to meet us on the way, for remenber s hungry man 1s
an snzry man, snd I, a great chief awey to the fer North, -

(I knew the pround I now stood on and wee petting quite
cock a hoop) « "I, who have éome go far to see you; I, who
have croaeéd the big river over which no bird you know can

fly (the ocean); I, the Son of the Bun, feel many twinges
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that arve far from pleasant, beneath my belt, and 1f these are
not satipfied, I may arrive at your village in =2 vastly
different mosd from that in which you heve found me",

Kiwinilk agreed to do thig, and hzving ziven us full
permigcion to use anything we could find in his old house or
clearing, took his departure.

Even by Buropean stendarde Kiwinik wee 2 handsome man,
tall a3 Indlans go, actlive 2s a eat, lithe and muscular, and
when his fTace 1it up in = smile he wes irregistible, How I
envied hig aplomb, hig courtesgy, hise manners, and hls command
of himgelf, Here he hzd met 2 member of = streange tribe and
a man of a completely dAifferent colour and nationality, yet
his behaviour hsd been that of the aristoerat born to poslition
and commend, Even from my own standarde he had made no
mistekXe, he nhad given me greetings of welcome, had satisfled
himself of my peaceful intentions, had consented that I enter
hig exclusive tribe, and now was speeding over the mountains
ahead to bring food and supplies to myself and exheusted men,
Not for a moment had he been embarrassed or awkward and the
only sign I could see of any emotion on his face was a slight
twitch of his nose now and again,

It 1s 2 peculiar faect that most races possees a pecullar
emell, en odour that 1ls exuded as uncongciouegly as the perfume
emitted by the rose, Each race 1s mors ov less lgnorant of
its own noculiar smell a2lthough deeply sensitive to that glven
off by other races. Without much strain on the memory, most
of us can'cnnjure up the peculiar emell of stranger races,
much of which we put down at once to bodily uncleanliness and
a poveriy-stricken acquaintance with ths use of clean water
and soap. We BEngligh, of course, with our daily bath, a
plentiful use of soap, bath salte, and other adjuncts to
cleanliness, can not smell other than sweetly and we resent
the dresdful insinuation that we do otherwlse. Yet that we

snell abominably in the nostrils of some other reees, 15 2
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fact, I'he Buropean in the forests bathes at least twice a
day,,1f not as the ingrained result o plety and cleanlliness,
at least 85 2 means of weshing off the multitudinous tlcks
and verious other parasiles brushed off Lhe leaves and
branches 1n passing, which in an hour or two will have sunk
thelr tzeth, or whatever they hang on by, in the skin of a
tasty host, thereby causing the most intolerable itch, Yet
I have often been asked by Indlans why we smell so vilely,
I had already bathed twice thet day, yet I knew that
unconsciously to me, the unknown arowa of my race was
perfuning the alr, With the towering lorestes some 200 feetl
above ocur heads only gentle, swlrling;'twisting guets of
breeze could reach us on the floor of iLhat clearing, and 1t
wag guch o gust wafting Kiwinik-wapd that, carrylng this new,
unknown, and disagreeable (probsbly nsuseating) smell to his
senses, caused hls nose to twitch in abhorrence and disgust,

The innate courtesy of the Aboriginzl Indians 1s such
that they will never give much viglble sign of thelr dislike,
and cne huas to become on very friendly terms with them before
they will adiit thaet they notlice such & peculiarity, and it
is only when you know how things affect them that you are
aware of the small evidences sucﬁ gs the twitching of
Kiwinli' s nose.

The Indians show avidence of the Drzzence of a
di sagrecable smell in another way and that is in the form of
'vary audlbly clearing the threat and splitting violently.
There are none so 1ll-mannered 22 to do thle in front of a
person who emits & dlsagreeable odour, ut I have seen such
expression ured tlme and agaln quite openly in the presence
of some offensive smell, other than from some near-by
person,

The Indiane are all passionately fond of the perfumes
as menufsctured in civilization and sold everywhere. I have

had to put a fantastic price on small bottles of perfume, so




as to discourage its sale in preference to something, not only
cheaper, but much more useful to them in life, Yet I know

of the most exquisite perfumes in the forests that will
immedistely start a whole line of passing Indians spitting like
g0 many Kilkenny cats. There is one in pzrticular, that I am
certain would be a world's "best seller"” if captured and put
in a bottle; a scent that other Muropeans with me have
invariably remarked on hew exquisite it appesred to them, yetl
the moment it reached his nostrils, every Indian would
violently hawk and spit for the next ten minutes, The origin
of these scents is often unknown, Probably they are given
out high above the forest floor by varioug flowere on tree or
vine. The Indians could never tell me just why such an
agreeable and pleasant scent to me, should be so much disliked
by themmelves.

The Waiwal chief was scarcely out of egight when my Tarumsa
boys were away to see what they could find 1in the way of food,
Hunger is sald to be good sauce, and it is also a good
incentive to exertion at times, and I knew I didn't need to
encourage them in the good work, About an hour later they
turned up again, having found absolutely nothing edible except
two hands of plantains. These are a very coarse type of
banana, running to a foot in length and some two inches in
diameter in the larger sizes. They are rarely, if ever,
exported to BMurope, but they form quite a place in the
vegetable food of tropical South America, and can be eaten raw
or cooked in various ways. Prolonged search by my three
Tarumas had only been rewarded by thelr finding one single
plantain tree in bearing, and that had only been spared by
Kiwinik & Co, by its still being in flower, The banana . tree
takes & couple of weeks to finish flowering. The first
flowers wither at the ﬁop of the stem and another set comes
into blossom further down'tha stack and so on, Ags each get

of flowers withers, frult begins to set into the wellknown



Ne,....65

"hands" of the fruit; at first, tiny immature things that
resemble green stubs of pencils more than bananas, This was
the staze¢ st which our plantains had arrived and so we had
only two hands of immature green frulti about.the glze of the
little fingerl However,me soon had thes in the pot belling,
When cooked, they looked anything but appetising. The water
had gone black and the fruit itself was a blackish sort of
mess, but we'd had no food all day, and it was soon divided
into 5 portions and eaten, We were far from satisfied for
the smzll boy could have eaten the lot, and now there was
nothing for it but to curl up in our hammocks 2nd forget our
hunger in sleep,

Bright and early next morning, we took the trall along
which we had meen the Waiwal chlef dlicsappecr, We had had no
breakfast =0 every one weg anxiously on the look out for game
of any description or a Torest tree in fruit, It was getting
along towards 9 a.m, when Salk Tau - in front = stopped dead
in hig tracke with a sharp "Listen”,

It 13 astounding how quickly an Indlan caﬁ stop, even if
pursuing game at top speed, 1f a sound or a sight strikes his
genses, Time and time again I have btutted into the back of
an Indlan, who suddenly stopped becausze of some sgound,
generally of game which hes moved and nade 2 nolse. I would
probably hear the sound myself, tut my brain wae too slow to
register the cause and give the command to stop, Many a
time I have seen an Indian converted into a tense statue with
a foot arrested in the motion of the stride or. 2 hand and am
uplifted in the stroke of a knife cutting a branch, He will
stand immoveable, scarcely even hreathing, till he locates
the sound properly and sccurately as to both cause and
diraction,

I remember, some years later, in surveying a certaln

forest area, I had sent out two men to open a line on one

bank of a river, while I was doing the same with other men on

3
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the opposite bank, This saved time, as I could walk the
lines ﬁuch,faster than they could be cut, and doubled the area
I could go over in a given time, These two men were cutting
away when the last man suddenly said "Hist !" The first man
promptly stopped with one foot extended just as it was almost
touching the ground in front, The second man then said
"Step back for your life", The order was slowly, cautiously,
obeyed whereupon the leading Indlan said that if the extended
foot had touched the ground he would have trodden on a very
deadly snake lying across his line of travel, That wae one
of the very rare occaglons when I knew an Indian mise seelng
something in his path that might have meant his death, I
mention this as showing the speed that the Indian brain can
work at when necessary. Most people would have been
prepared to stop, but not to arrest the foot actually in
motion, They would have finished the stride and been bltten,

In travelling through the forest there is a perfect
battery of sound all the time, Leaves are dropplng, dead
branches and twigs falling, and scores of other sounds
peculiar to the forest, yet for none of these, will the
Indian stop, but let a small deer jump up from the shelter
ghe has slept in, and the Indian mind recognises the sound
among st the babel of useless, meaningless nolses,

Nine times out of ten, the Indian, on the instant, knows
not only what game has made the seund, but the exact distance
and direction of it, Let the tiny deer, however, make only
a convulgive jump to her feet and stand stlll as often happens,
or the wotion of the air deflect the direciion of the sound
to the ear and, statuesque, the Indlan awaits a further
movement gound to be absolutely certain. It has to be
actually seen, however, before one can understand just how
acute and sensitive is the co-ordination of the senses, the
brain, and the body of these primitive people, when such
impulses as hunger sharpen their wite,

Snakes often take on the surrounding colour of their
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environnent to a considerable degree and are'VGry hard to
spot, which, whilst I remark on the Indian's acute
obaervation of hig surroundings, reminds me of an instance,
when no leas than ten Indiang passged a danger that might have
struck d4eath to any one of them, I had been croseing
savannah gountry all morning with some twelve carriers, It
had been ﬁnusually ho t. We were thirsety and our eyes ached
from the glare of earth, sky and infinite dlstance, A dark
line of green told of a welcome creek ahezd and we pushed on,
Mogt szvannah creeks are hordered with a line of scrub or
forest, which may only be a few feet in width to a mile or
nore, On thie particular creek there wes high forest of some
20 yde in depth, through which we quickly passed to piteh our
losds in the dry sandy bed of the creek, and gulp down cup
after cun of cool, deliciously refreshing water from a pool,
My Indian captain in charge of the carrlers had lingered
behind a little with a companion, He arrived some five
momsnts later and on swinglng of f his load inquired "Who
killed the snake ?" Of courege, no one had killed any snake
and he got a few sarcastic rémarka on his poor imagination and
inferior éyasight. "Come and see" he z2ld, and off we went |
with hin, Proceeding cautiously, we paw, not more than a
few yards from the edge of the creek bank, 2 huge dlamond
backed rattle snake, lying stretched acrass the very path we
had all passed along only.a few moments hefore, It was
lving perfectly still, and might have been dead - (actually
it was sound asleep the Indians said) but = blow on ite head
from the machette of my captain soon Aiepersed any such
illueion, when the reptile curled round and round itself in
ite death asony, To this day I cannot explain why these
Indieng 211 missed seeing that snake, unless it was because
thelr eyesight after the hours of savannah glare had not got

the new focus in the gloom of the dense bugh along the creek,

They were much ashamed of themselves I remenber as they
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realieed how close to extreme danger they and I had been,
But for the fact that in the forest each man steps carefully
in the footsteps of the man ahead of him, someone muset have
stepced on the snake and been struck,

This hablt of stepplng in the other man'e footsteps is
general amongst Indians especlally in the forest, The
Indlans of the forest have no shoes, although in sharp rocky
country they may make sandals from palm leaves or even from
the hide of the tapir, but 28 a rule, they go barefooted.

The leader of a gang of Indians is invariably a man of keen
observation, and on him devolves the duty of putting his foot
down on a safe plece of ground, which has no thorns or
anything that will injure the foot, nﬁr any small brancheg or
twigs that will snap with a sharp report and startle game
along the line of march. The next man knowe he 1s gafe to
step in such tracks and so on down the whole line,

At no time will an Indlan step on anything ut the s0lid
earth in welking through the forest. A branch of 5 or 6
inches dlemeter lies across the path and offers g safe footing,
There are no thorns on 1t, and it is just the right distance
to conplete a2 step, but the Indien knows it might snap, or is
practically certain it would make & rustling nolge azainst
the surrounding leaves under pressure from the human foot,
They must walk soundlessly as glhoste and a man-made noise
means incompetence on the part of the person who causes it,
and affords greal amusement and a source of much good-
natured chaff and ridicule (the Indian's eoft spot) to all
the otuers, I wap once trekking across the open country
walking barefooted as often happened, and had with me a
Buropean who was wearing 2 palr of heévy boots which had iron
plates on the heels, I had & forest Indian in the lead,
myself mecond, and the European behind me, Every now and
again the leading man would stop dead, or would jump for his
life and turn round, After gome miles, he agked to be

changed and I put a new man in front, Later, I learned these
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iron-ghed heels were the trouble, Walking acroes soft sand
they of course pade no nolse, but if we met gravel, a sharp
Ploging sound was given out, whereupon the poor leader,
hearing such 2z peculiar and unknown sound for the first time
in Mg 1272, would jump a foot in the alr in sheer fright,
owing %o his acute Kenaima complex, While in the country the
Bironean wae the sublect of much mirth and ridicule to the
Indlans which, gince he never lserned the lenguage, was like
water on a duek's back,

O Sgik Teu's order to listen, we had all promptly halted,
Ceutliously I whiepered "What ?", but & hand went up to
command silence, He stood staring vecantly directly overhead,
turning his hesd from plde to pide, and none of use knew just
what he meant, We stood thus for quite z while, when he
broke into his guttursl leugh and shouted I lknew it ! I
hear a2 Brazil-nut tree", Down went hls lozd in the middle
of the trsil, and he promptly disappeared in a dense patch of
Jungle. A Tew moments later we heard him gshout ,"Come, it 18
a fine tree and laden with nuts", We dumﬁed our loads also,
end, scrambling through a tengle of vines, found our guilde,
some 50 yards from the trall, standing at the foot of a large
tree on whose branches we could see numbers of six inch
dlameter balls that held the nuts so well known in the weorld
outside,
I soon learned that to heer = Brezil-nut tree was
neither 2 trick nor a stroke of imagination, These trees
have long lanceolate leaves of fully a foot in length and some
three inches across, They present 2 large area to any motlon
of the zir, and a puff of wind ceuses a2 decided rustling,
with a peculier sound that i1s characteristlic of that tree and
no othar, We had been passing szlong, when such a puff of
the early nmorning breeze had caused 3 momentary rustling

which had caught my boy's ear, but not lonz enough for him to

be sure of the true direction, In a 10 or 15 mile steady
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breeze the sound 1s quite distinet and can be detected quite
a distance away, There are a few other trees - Lhe
"Andiroba" for instance - which can be located by the
dlstinctive rustling of the lesves in ths breeze, ut the
nut tree is the mosl useful, In later years I became Quite
gxpert in noting these trees, when we were on the march,

For gome reason this tree was standing all alone, Some
monarch of the forest must, in fairly recent years, have
fallen to the ground, carrying with it in a tangle of steel
strong vimss, severy other tree within a radlus of some 30 or
40 feel, The gap was one mags of bushrope and vine, out of
which shot our tree with a stately bole of some 3 ft dlameter
with its wide spreading crown and pendant nuts quite 50 feet
above our heads, Not a hushrope hung from its branches,
There was no other nearby which a man could climb and
scrambling along a projecting branch, get & foothold on our
nut tree, The bole wag much too stout to be climbed by any
means at our command, so, although I was very much averse lo
the idea, there was nothing for it but to get cut an axe and
fell the tree. This the men promptly 4id, but it was quite
an hour of work before the tree crashed down on the ground,
We were very hungry and had with every stroke of the axe been
visualising a meal of some sorts off the nmute, bul we were
hopelessly disappointed, as we found the muts were still very
immature, an unformed megs inside the shell, with a peculiarly
nasty5taate that not one of ue - not even the Taruma who
aren't very esqueamish - would touch,

There wag nothing for it but te pick up our loade and
continue our journey. In crosesing some of the creeks on our
line, I noticed a number of trees along their banks which were
cerrying numbers of red and yellow pods of a fair size which
were quite unkmown teo me 2nd alse to my Weplchan boy. The
Tarumes knew them well, although I cennot remember the name

they gave to them. I thought they were very like cocoa
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trees, hut the Tarumas assured me they were not good to eat,
At 8 certzin age they sald they were rather sweet and could

be eaten, but. so many who had tried eating them, had
subsequently suffered from “"bellyache" that they would on no
account touch them, In later years, I learned these were
sctually indigenous wild cocoa - Theobrous cacao - from which
all the chocolate and cocoa of civilization 1s madse. It does
not exist except in very snall numbers amongst the Macussl or
Wapichanna, but it is to be met with in quantity oR the higher
Essequebo of British Guiana and even on the branch creeks, to
a point where they become mere swanps., South of British
Guiana, I have met it in large quantitles on every branch and
streamlet of the Trombetas River, yet 1 have never met any
Indian who made any use of 1t, either as & food or a beverage,
and I have a nodding acquaintance with at leéat some half
dozen different tribes.

Here we were, struggling along as hungry es the
proverbial hunters - we had eaten prectically nothing for two
days; were on the march all day and carrying heavy loads at
that - and there right before our eyes, were numbers of ripe
pods that with due knowledge, we could have converted into a
most nourlshing beverage, which while it wight not have
completely assuasged hunger, would @erlainly have psupplied the
necessary nutriment until we found more solld food. I
canriot ﬁnderstand why these Indians in Lhe cocoa Dearing
districts, have never discovered its palatabllity and
nutritive qualitles. They do make a cocoa beverage of which
they are extraordinarily fomd, ut they invariably use the
seeds of some three or four varieties of palus, Ne man can
deny that these forest Indians possese the most acuﬁe
observation on everything in hatura, the doings, life and
characteristics of both flora and feauns, There are dozens
of commodities that have become world wide necessltles,

which were originally found to be in daily use by the



Aboriginal Indians of America, yet here was a case, where the
lpcal lodlans were totally ignorant of a tree growing wild in
greatl profuslon before thelir eyes, and which would have gone
far to augasnt their meagre supplies, Countless willions of
these Pods nust drop every year to slnk beneath the water
below, or lie rotting on the bank. I nave explained its
Preparation and use to tﬁem, but, up Lo my last visit amongst
these neople, have never seen any of tLheau make the least use
of cocoa.

Ivery forest tribe makes a so-called cocoa from two
different palms (the ripe berries only belng used), both of
which are kaown in Demerara as "Turu”. One has small round
berries of about }" diameter but the one which is by far the
most estesmed, has a much Ligger berry - at least three or
four times as large and with a bitter flavour., When the
Indian has located a tree in fruit, he looks around for a tree
that bas a tough fibrous bark, of which there are quite a
nunber of varietieg in the forests, oné of which 1g sure to be
falrly handy, The boy gets a ﬂtfip of thig bark about 4 ft
long end 2 ins wilde and twists 1t into & crude rope. He then
ties the ends thus forming a ring into which he puts his bare
feet, leans against the palm tree and teuts the bark rope
between hisg feet to see if 1t ip the correct length to fit the
bole of the tres, Any necessary adjusgtient 18 now made and
he 1= ro2dy for the climb, This rope into which he has put
hisg feet, must rest on the tree and allew the goles of his
feet to grip the trunk elmost, but not more than helf way
round the cireumference, He reaches up the tree as far as
he can with his hande and &rms; gete 2 good hold and then
draws up his feet and the rope as hMgh as is convenient,
Taking a hold of the tree with the soles of the feet, he can
gtand up, and holding with one hand for balance, can do
anythinzg he likes with the free hand, but, generally, reaching

high up again he goes on repeating the process til he reaches
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the fruit he is climbing for, He sidles round the tree now
till he is in the position he thinks is best, frees the right
ari and draws hie machette from his belt, He inserts his
arm deep amongst the long streamers which carry the berries
and works them well on to his forearm, when with a couple of
expert slashese he severs the parent stem from which these
spring. As.the heavy welght i1s suddenly transferred to his
shoulder, he must on the instant again grasp the tree with
both hands, and even then, the most expert climber slides a
foot or two down the trunk, owing to the sudden change of
balance, and such a2 glide can be very painful on the feet and
other parts of the body against the tree, Once he has
adjusted balance, he reverses the climbing operations and soon
is on terra firme again. It might Ee thought "Why not let
the bunch of fruit drop", but a drop of some 50 ft scatters
the hard nut-like berries everywhere for yards around, and the
labour of collecting the single berries is such as to make the
game not worth the candle.

The collecting or cutting of such palm fruits is always
a vVvery dangerous business. The tree musgt only be climbed
when the trunk is thoroughiy dry. If it is at all wet no
Indian will attempt it from the danger of a deadly glip at the
moment he takes the weight of the fruit.. A good bunch of
fruit may welgh 50 lbs or over and this dropping suddenly on
his arm, with the pull all to one slde, calls for considerable
skill and nerve. Fatal accidents are failrly common when the
man faile to adjust his balance and 1s precipitated on the
ground some 50 to 80 feet below. Falling this distance
through & tangle of branches and vines and striking the debrie
strewn floor of the forest with great force, a man rarely
escapes with his life from such an adventure, I have never
seen an accident happen, but I have geen men who came down
with badly burned limbs due to the friction of the skin against

the trunk in attempts to save themselves, when through being
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a split second too late in regalning a Proper grip of the
tree, they had been forced into a 10 or 20 ft slide, In my
working cemps I have had quite a few men killed by such
accldents,

While the Indian 1s up the tree his companion 1s busy
making a large criss-cross bed of wild plaintain leaves on
which the bunch of fruit is thrown. Someone of the party now
jumps on the bunch and stamping all over it with his feet,
breaks the majority of the berries off the dozens and dozens
of 3 ft long strings on which they grow. The hand is used
to complete the severing of such as have escaped the feet, the
gtem is heaved aslde, and you have a thouaand or more berrles
lying in a compact heap on the plaintain leaf bed, from which
they can be easily and quickly scooped into baskets for
transport to the home or the camp.

At this stage the berries are most uninviting, They
are sbout as hard as the ghell of a nut, and the strongest jaws
and sharpest teeth can do nothing more than break into an
infinitesimally thin cover which is most insipid and feels
like go much grit.. Arriving at home, & large pot full of
water is put on the fire and heated. Congiderable skill 18
required to know the exact degree of heat required in the
water as 1f too cold 1t will not cook the berries. If on the
other hand the water is too hot, it will overcook the berries,
in which case they are completely useless and must be thrown
away, The berries are thrown inte the pot at approximately
atmosphere temperature, and succegs depends on the heat of the
water after these cold berries have been thrown into the pot,
You will see an old lady flirting a finger into the heatlng
water, with one eye scrutinizing the heap of waiting berries,
and working out a rather 4if ficult and abstruse mental
calculation in calories,. The temperature of the water being
judged, the pot 1s whisked off the fire and the berries are

quickly slumped in as much in a bunch a8 is possible, so as



to get heat applied equally to all, Then they are covered
with & plaited mat of sorts and left to soa2k, At the end

of half an hour or so they are tested by squeezing with the
hand; when, if the thin outer covering pulps up easily under
pressure, they are ready. A calabesghful is dipped out with
some of the water and the whole macerated by hand until the
pulp hag entirely left the centre nuts, These nmuts are now
thrown away as of no further use, Some handfuls of new nuts
are lifted from the pot to the calabash and maceration
continues until the person in charge thinks she has enough,
The mixture can now be drunk without further preparation, but
a8 & rule, it is put through a fine mesgh sleve, It may then
be diluted to suit the fancy, daashva_meal may be added to
give further nourishment 1if the-pﬁrty is hungry and the

whole 1s then drunk, The beverage has the same colour as
cocos, and it is highly nutritious, but the taste is quite
different. Thig taste however is most agreeable to
practically every one and I have nevér met any one who
actually disliked the beverage. When sugar cane is abundant,
several joints may be squeezed into a bowlful; while in touch
with élviIIZation, a gspoonful of sugar may be addied. |
Personally, I prefer it plain without addition of any kind,
except a spoonful of cassava meal.

Away from their homes, such as & mere sleeping camp on
the bank of a stream on a forced march, the procedure
described has to be modified. On such a trek, only a mmall
earthenware pot sufficient for the minimum needs of the
party is carried; too mmall for the cookling of food and the
preparing of “tﬁ%u". The Indians never pass supplies of
food, and if these palm nuts are brought into camp, a fire
is 1it, and such pot as they have 1s filled to the brim with
water and put on to boil, The men then cut four forked
pieces of wood about four feet long. These are driven into

the ground for about 2 foot, saplinge are cut to place in
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the upturned forks to form roughly a 3 fit square; the whole
being securely lashed with buehrope or fibrous bark, Leaves
of the wild plantain - nearly always available alongside a
creek - 2re cut and laid across this square. Gentle pressure
" by hand ig put on these leaves so as to cause a depfession or
rough sort of basin inside such a square. Vore leaves are
laid criss-cross at every angle, so that no crevice is left
without having underneath the flat leaf of another layer,
In this way they soon have a basin that will hold quite a lot
of weter with only a tiny drip of escaping water at the most,
Cold water from the creek is now dipped up by calabash and
thrown into the receptacle which at once shows if it is
fairly water tight. A rough calculation has now to be made
as to the right amount of cold water to have in the basin,
Satisfactorily solved, the waﬁer on the fire a=md, now bolling,
is poured in also. Tests are made by the hand and 1f 1t 1is
found to be too hot, more cold water is added, but if too
cold more water must be boilled till the correct temperature
is arrived at. Then, of course, the berries are quickly
thrown in and the cooking and preparation is exactly the same
as around thelr homes. When the berries are thrown, the
level of the water rises in the basin and I have often
adnired the Indlan's . judgment of the exact quantity necessary
to cover the berries without any overflow, Just a little on
the low side the basin could have held a few more pounds of
berries, but there is rarely an overflow and a consequent
waste of time and energy. While the berries are cooking,
the pot ig back on the fire to cook the evening meal, even
1f, due to the absence of any game, it is only plain water,
flavoured with a little salt, and made almost hair-ralsingly
hot by the liberal addition of red peppers, without which,
in some form or other, no self-respecting Indian ever travels,
" Once the meel is over the cooking pot is washed out, the
berries crushed, and a drink of Zturu" (cocoa) handed round.

When the berries are cooked, such as are not required for
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immediate uge, can be left to stand for some time if kept
completely covered by the water in which they are soaked.
Those left over at night are perfectly good next morning and
are used up, when a sort of porridge is generally made by
boiling the prepared cocoa beverage with cassava meal or other
thickening matter. Twelve to fifteen hours are about the
limit of time which the berries can be kept sweet after
cooking, After that, they become rancid and sour and begin-
to ferment, when they are no longer palatable and have to be
thrown away,

The use and making of this "cocoa" beverage 1s universal
by all the Indians of my acquazintance, There 18, however,
another variety which is considered a dellicacy by many of the
Brazilians living =long the Amazon river and 1its branches,
This is mede in much the same way from the muts of the
Manicole palm, It forme 2 beverage of a2 rich yellow colour,
but it needs a good application of sugar to make ite taste
agreesble to my palate, I have tried it repeatedly when made
by Indians who have become "civilizados" and have adopted much
of the ianguage and customs of Brazil, I have never seen
thig palm used in such a manner by any of those Indlans who
have had little or no contact with civilization, Personally

the beverage never appealed to me,
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In ithe Mountaing,

After a journey of some hours we came oub on a well beaten
trail, thet slong which the Tarumas were travelliﬁg, end the
indicetione pleinly showed they hed pesced thet wey in the eerly
morning, end thet if we pushed on, we would catch up to them in
en hour or two &t the moet, with their leisurely way of trekking.

Almost immedistely, we struck the focothille of the renge
thet forme the southern boundery between the Guianes &nd Brezil,
end begen climbing. An Indian rerely thinke of zig-zagging
up & hill to eese the climb, He will meke hie wey, no metter
how steep the slope, in &s straight & line &s possible in the
direction of hie objective, 0f course, enything will deflect
him to the right or left of & streight line, Apart from the
imposeibility of the average human being walking uneided in &
etreight line, the Indian hes come to recognise thet the
conservetion of energy plays an importent pert in every day life,
end chooees the line of leest resistance in meny of his acts,

In cutting & way through the forest’he winds &round, follewing
such line through the tengled jungle ae will give him the least
work in cutting & peseageway, Such & devietion mey be
gradual, end only amount to 2 foot or two, but in the cese of

& rock or other obstruction, it may be quite considerable, The
original line is the beet &nd most direct, Over & cutting of
eny length in the forest, in & week or two at the moet, & tree
will cresh across the path ceusing 2 new obstruction, The next
person to walk that road, decides &t & glence whether to debouch
to the right or left, &s the easieet &nd most convenient way
past, “crerelly he swinge off at right engles, end hecke &
semi-circuler route round the obetruction. Nchody ever thinks
of modifying these sudden swerves at & lster date, end naturally
they incresse in number every year, until, on &n old roed, the
pethway twiets end twines sround, in & way that would give any

good sized eneke & backache, This constitutes one of the
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worst difficulties to & men from the outside world following the

trail accurately, The Indien reeds the trail much as his

Europeen compeer reade & book, noting every letter, dot &nd

comma&, but not so the white man, He blunders on &long the

opening in front &s far eae possible till the trail peters out, or
he is right up egeinst the obstruction; then he has to go beck
searching to right and left for the new passeage, The Indien,
also looking shesd, notes out of the tail of hie eye & bent twig,
& cut brench, or just & mere imprint of feet on the leaves on the
ground, end without & suespicion of a pause or doubt, swings into
the devietion and continues the march et ordinary epeed, On
meny of the little used croes country roeds connecting remote
tribes, few if eny,K white men could ever find their way, as their
novere of observation are so poor that they would get completely
loet, On this eccount I never eend & white man anywhere in the
foreet without & guide, I must have walked thousandes of miles
slong such roeds, but it ie my inverieble prectice to carry =
guide, and I make him go in front so &8 to ensure better epeed
and accursacy, This is noi always ss easy &8 it sounds, The
principal man, or leader of the expedition, muet alweye go first
to show such wandering people &5 they may meet, exactly who is
in charge, and especielly so on reaching & villege, &as the
inhabitente sutomatically know to whom to pay the greatest
courtesy, and offer their customary hospitality of drink, food
and & resting place,

Many & time sn Indien has refueed to take the lead in front
of me when acting guide, as he considered I wes the leader,
In such cases I have walked some weay into the forest when I have
easily found an excuse for hie going first, Then he hee gone
shead to within esight of the next house where he has motioned me
ahead,

Ae you enter the clearing in which stende & house, you give
& rether loudly spoken salutation, "Are you there ?", even if

members of the household are in full view, The hesad men of the
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village replies and comee to welcome you, He muet converse et

first only with the leader, and while doing eo, eome femsle
relative approaches with & calabash or gourd of native beer, which
etiquette decrees muet be handed to the leader, Your retinue

hee stopped behind you in esingle file in the seme order e&s they
have walked the line, but none speaks or is offered drink or food.

The leader esccepte the proffered drink, pute it to his lips
for & sip, and silently passes it on to the next men in the line,
Another and another gourd of beer may appear, Mesnwhile you go
on telking, end if you epesk the langusge, the welcome mey
continue for half an hour or more, Ae the drink goee down the
line of cerriers, each one must drink just hie shere end no more,
and presently the gourd returns to the leeder with hies share left,
He must then finieh the drink, and celling for the person who
originally geve it, hand the empty vessel to her, If more then
one gourd hes been given out, each one must be handed teo the
woman who gave it,

On the arrivel of e perty in e village, it is a foregone
conclusion that they must be thirsty, hence the drink hand?d round
as soon as possible, Also the party must be hungry, eo while
being welcomed end having e drink, snother eet of femsnles is
slecing before the leader such food es the house hes &t ite
commeénd, When everything is properly set out, one wormen will

say "Food is served", then if the conversation ie not ended, the

party addressing the visitore will stop &nd snyJ“E&t your food",

. The leader then anya"Let ue eat", whereupon every member of the

party squats down round the food and helps himself, When the
party hes cleaned up all the food, or is completely setisfied,
which but rarely heppens, the leader cealle feor the women te remove
the pote and remnants, A further supply of drink ie brought

out eand converesetion becomes genersl,

Etiquette differs very little emonget the various tribes I

have visited, but the above shows the importence given to the
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firet man who wealke with & line of porters, Thue Seik Teu, as

my leeding man, ealweye ceme in for considerable attention, under,
one might almoset say, false colours, yet he never beceme the

least bit conceited or bumptious, Being leader csn have ite
drewbacks,es for instance, if one is passing through & succession
of villages situated closely together, On such occaeions, there
ie no time to become either thirety or hungry between supplies,

In the cese of food, one can take a bite and say, "I em finished",
but to return drink from &ny cause whatever is one of the worst
insulte any one cen hand te Aboriginal hosepitelity, Every drop
of drink must be consumed, except about a spoenful of drege, which
ie thrown away on the ground, Now if the carriers are neot
thirsty end the cslabashes return to the leader almoet untouched,
it ie hie job to finieh them off, end as he himself ie not the
leaet thirsty, he ie obliged to coax some one teo "try agein",

and eventually has to force what is left down his own throat until
hie etomsch revolte and he regurgitetes everything. Fecility in
vomiting ie & rLebit, end ealeo & gift with the Indisn, causing
little more inconvenience te him then spittiing does te use, and
there have been times vwhen forced te teke the lead of & party, I
heve beén:between & very deep blue sea and an equelly bleck devil,
by being faced with the choice of agony or offending my kind
well-meening hosts, Mo ! I walk second in line all the time,

and let him who will, heve the glory of threading the meze of an
obscure Indian trail, and all the extra kudos you like,

The general character ef the foerests on the mountaine is very
different frem that which clethes the valleys between, and the
immense undulating plains which cpmpese the great bulk of the .
country, S80il depesits on the mountain slopes are much thinner
than on the plaine belew, The torrential reins which are anything

from 80" for an average year te a pessible double of this amount

in exceptienal cases, sweep much of the disintegration dewn inte

the creeks and plaine, Such soil a8 remains, is all leeched much
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more, through greater gravitation owing to increased natural
drainage, Along the banks of rivers which overflow and deposit
8ilt, you get & jungle which cen only be pensetrated at & great
cost of time, money and labour, This jungle becomes less and
less pronounced as you rise in elevation, until on the mountaine
you begin to meet fbrent)such as is seen in less tropical
countries,

On the mountains, you find the general view becomese enlarged
from a few feet on the plains, to ten, twenty or more yarde, The
tangle of bushrope and vine disappears, The trees are wider
spaced and as often happens, are quite different from those below,
largely due to the change of conditions, The Indians also heve
an idea that trees of one species are unfriendly, tolerent or
friendly to those of another, Thus tree A may be friendly with
B, and if you find either species, it ie almost certain the other
exists also, Again A may only tolerate C, when you will find one
or two of the latter only, but where A is unfriendly with D, you
will never find either of these trees in the seme vicinity., A
knowledge of this affinity or otherwise can be most useful when
travelling in unknown foreste, 0f course you can pass beyond the
geographicel renge of most specles of trees, and an Indian who
moves beyond such limite 1s coneiderably at a loes, but the
¥nowledge of the »rinciple, (I do not know 1t it 1s mccepted
outside), coupled with his acute powers of observation soon piaces
him in a position to put two and two together ,even in completlely
new types of forest and environment,

In eny case we found our new mountain forest a very agreeable
change from what we had been travelling in, with good visibility
on every hand, and a complete absence of jungle, impeding lianas
and undergrowth, On the other hand, we knew that the steep
‘slopes were seldom scaled by game, and visibility only gave such
as were around a better chance to spot us e¢ we advanced, so0 We

knew thsre was not muchk hope of securing & meal on the way, It
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was a pleasure to stend upright, however, &nd to be &ble to
see quite a distance everywhere, The Tarumee were no distence
ahead, and we hastened on in the hope of ceatching then up,

We found, however, several new factors that reduced our
proposed speed to that, if not even less, of the Jjungle behind us,
The mountains seemed almoet as steep as the side of & house, &nd
the trail led straight up. My men, unaccustomed to anything but
undulating couhtry, were soon badly winded and reets were frequent
for recovery, We also found it was almost as slippery &s ice
under foot, The absence of undergrowth geve wind & chence to play
on the ground and lick up moisture, There were mény breaks in
‘the foliege overhead also, through which poured the beams of =
tropical sun, so that the fallen leaves on the ground instead of
being moist and flat as on the pleins were bone dry, ;riip and
slippery. In ascending, the danger of slipping badly weas not so
great, but going down hill resulted in several mishaps, &nd everf
now and again, the feet would suddenly slip from below one or
other of the party, and the unfortunate pefson would go slithering
and careering on his back downhill, till brought up by & tree or
similar object, To meke metters worse, the load as cerried on
the back would come loose and go bumping along behind)till it
caught him up, A peckege of some ten to thirty pounds coming to
e sudden etop on top of the head, or emidships, did not tend to
good temper in such circunstaanQ,although it provided great
laughter and hilarity emongst the others - +ill their turn came !

We progressed but eslowly, and had paseed over two mounteains
each about 1,000 ft ebove the plains, when on the crest of the
lantrto scented smoke, and soon saw in the valley beneath, the
fires and sleeping camp of the Tarumas, We were in great glee
s they would surely have some food and we were &ll now terribly
hungry. Saik Teu geve & hefty yell, then came & reply end much
agitated barking of dogs, We quickly slithered down the steep

slopes and were soon being welcomed by the Tarumas, whom we found
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in camp on the banks of & burbling stream of erystal, &lmost ice
cold water,

Contrary to all tribal rules of etigquette, I quickly cut
across the customary rather long-winded ceremonies of 'elcome,by
poking Saik Teu in the ribs end demanding food in & terse &nd
forecible whieper, After some fifteen minutes of continuocus
talking, he turned to tell me the news, The Tarumas hed errived
in camp shortly before mid-day end had only shot two.red-howlar
monkeys en route, These they had promptly skinned and cooked,
and they had just finished their only meal for the day when they
heard our yell on the crests above, Aes is natural, they had
cleaned up everything. Rether sorrowfully, Seik Teu pointed to
a dog or two still gnewing & too herd bone, which wee &l thet
wee left, end of other supplies they hed not one scrap of
enything esteble,

Thie was reelly bad news, ¥e hed hed no food to epeak of
for deye mnd even leee on those lest two days of strenuous merch,
g0 my men were very hungry end exheusted, It wees meddening to
think thet if we hed got in earlier we might heve got ecme pilece
of the geme, if only monkey. Boggafs, you know, cen't be
choosers, but how I bleseed thet Brazil-nut tree, which, if
Seik Teu hed not lietened to ite inelidious whisper, would heve
meant our erriving in time for the Terume meal, I promptly
geve orders that e1]l hande, end the cook in cemp, gcetter up &nd
down the creek in search of food,for the sun wes still high
enough to allow an hour or so for hunting, We then begean
meking our own cemp & few yerds upstresam, EwWung our hemmocke
end mede ourselves as comforteble as circumstancee would permit,

We had struck the Terume advence cemp, compohed of some
fifty people of both sexes end 811 eizes under the lesdership of
"3ushdeer®, the aged chieftain of the tribe, Thie old
gentlemen did not go hunting, end he uooﬁ mede his wey to my
hemmock for & long chat, so beloved by ell Indiene, He must

.ﬁ”n
reve been & men of 70 yeare of ege, very leen, stooping
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shoulders, end that peculier wrinkling of the skin, especially

of the beck, that is an infsllible sign of extreme old sage, He
was very genily epoken, with perfect &nd inoffensive menners, end
showed little of that verve and audaecity thet hed made him seize
the chiefteinship in his younger days, He apologised for giving
me such a poor welcome, but, never in ell his experience, had he
been that way with 8o little geme in evidence, Ae 8 rule they
fed on the fat of the land until reaching the mounteins, His
huntere had met with no success, and everyone was now 80 hungry
that he had speeded up on the march and they were &lresdy sone
deye shead of the Waiwai invitation &and must arrive before they
were expected,

The old chief then produced his "invitation card" from the
Veiwaei, This was a bunch of raffis strands, stripped from the
outside of the young tongue or centre leaf of the Ite pelm, One
strand for each known person of the Tarume tribe had been
delivered by a Waiwei some weeks previouely- This etrand was in
two colours, the upper part in the neturel colour of the raffis,
the lower/part a violet shade after being dipped in some of their
own vegetable dyes, As & matter of fect, the whole number of
strande had been handed to Buehdeer snd on him fell the duty of
getting the tribe together and arranging detailses of the yhole
journey so that they would errive on one certain day, Every
etrand had & number of simple knote tied on it, each of which
meent one night's eleep, Buehdeer had not gone to the trouble
of distributing the 1nv1tatione’and had them a1l tied together
like & mosguito whiek and no knots had been untied, He had teken
his own particuler strand, which he had kept carefully tied to
the head of hie hammock, He had undone one knot &t each cemp,
end &8 he was in the lead, would errive on the actusl day he wes
expected, but for the feact of the tribe being so destitute of
food,

So fer s 1 remember, he wes to weit till the night when &
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certein new moon showed crescent on ite firet appearence in the
WVest, then, according to the colcurs, he had so many nighte to do
certein things - vieites to collect hie people, the Journey by
river, and the irip overleand Each morning,on ewakening after
the new moon = which no Indien ever misses Beeing -~ he had untied
& knot on hie string, The chief of the Weiwal had & duplicate
etring and he would undo & knot eech morning after hie first sight
of the new moon, The Waiwai thus knew exactly where the Tarumee
were, and in this wey Kiwinik had been able to revieit his old
settlement, cleen out all aveileble supplies, and etert back home
again,junt e bere one or, at most, two days shkead of the Taruma
vanguard, WVhen the last knot wes untied the Veiwei knew the
Tarumas would arrive before sundown, and for some days previouely
there would be gresat tétiv;ty in their homes preparing breed,
brewing beer, etc, on the part of the women, while the men would
scour the surrounding forests for a plentiful supply of game to
ensure full po::ih:aped.barhocue for the arrivel of the vieitors,
The Tarumas aleo knew that when the last knot wes undone, they
were expected and all preparetions finished for their welcome and
enterteinment,

I wae able to purchase thie Waiwei tally or celendar of
invitetion from the old chief, and it now reposes in e U,S.4A.
Museum, It wes the only one of ite kind I heave ever seen and nust
heve had three or four dozen knote on it, and while exceedingly
simple and elementary, actually ahowaq remarkeble skill end
ingenuity on the part of both partiCG.- Most Inéiann keep & telly,
generally of a long journey, when each morning they cut & notch
in & specially prepared slat of wood somewhat like an ordinery
foot long echoolrule, Fach notch meens & night, or a sleep,
with @ special notch when eny particular -thing, such as & huge
watarfall;if trevelling by river, hee been met, On my present
journey, both my men were keeping such a diary, cutting & notch

every morning in their suhoolrvls’rhich would be produced later
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in the seclusion of their own homes &8s ean aid to memory in
describing the journey to their immediate femily.,

The Waiwei never, to my knowledge, issued another invitation
on the seme scele or fashion to the Taruma,&nd I em afraeid I was
the unconscious cause of 14s falling into disuse,

All tribes living in the very remote and unknown partis of the
forests generally specialize in making some useful article in
excess of actual requirements and these are pessed outwards
towards civilization through distent friendly tribeo;in exchange
for some article of iron or steel which, the march of progress,
though elow in their case, has made absolutely essential, The
Waiwal speclalized in cassava graters to exchange for axes,
cutlasses, etc,, but their neighbours might have more graters on
hand than could be paid for and the demand would be nil, Then
news would filter throﬁgh,that a certain tribe had a market and
the wherewithal to peay, and, as in the case of the Tarume, an
jnvitation would be sent out for everybody - old, young, nnd_
inbetweens « to come to trade, My caravan turned up with more
trade goods than any Walwai had ever eeen in his whole life,

I also made periodiec visits for a number of yeers afterwards,

The Waiwai sold everything they could meke with little delay, and
this was the reason ihy that invitation sent out to Bushdeer was
the last of its kind,

A little before sundown, I went to the creek for & bath and
found a youngster of some 8 years had just caught a emall fish
about 3" in length, Hie mother received the news with great
glee as evidence of the boy's promise of becoming an excellent
hunter, and at once began removing the scales and entrails with
a stone implement, In a minute the fish was spitted on e small
branch, roasted over a fire, and was being devoured, head, bones,
and everything, by the hungry kiddithhilo the other children
and grown-ups also, watched in yearning envy,

On enquiry, my interpreter explained that the Tarumas hed
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so many calls on their llendar stoek of iron knivee thet they
rarely had more thean one for the man in any femily, and thet the
women did much of their work, such as removing the bark from
cassava tubers, with stones chipped to a fine edge on one side,

On the present vieit, the Tarumee knew it wase quite impossible to
evade the pressure of Weaiwei importunity, A number of their

¥nives had been carefully cached at the landing near their corials
end a number of the femiliee in cemp now had nothing but stone
knives with them, To demonstrete this,saik Tau took me a little
way into the forest, where, over & convenient bole of e fellen tree,
four or five women were busy dehairing and scraping off superfluous
flesh and fat from the skins of the two monkeys shot earlier in the
day., These skine were required to replace sone of their wornm out
drum covers before reaching the Waiwal villages,

I at once opened some of my knivee end did a good trade with
the women, They were delighted to exchange the stonos}pnd I was
soon in possegsion of some half dozen - all there was in the camp !
These stones were eall made from the same kind of rock, which, while
very hard, could be fleked off under blowe from the heel of an axe,
or even aﬁother stone, Considerable skill was evinced in their
preparation’as each had a stralght edge for some three to six
inches in length. The edge was quite regular and in pleces sharp
enough to cut, when used with a saw-lile motion, The beck of
these stone knives was ebout an inch thick and fitted the hand
comfortably, thue the neceesary force could be epplied in cutting
without hurting the person using 1it, The fece of the knife waes
in a crescen{: and the whole something like:- £\ side chnJ view

It wes no use carrying these knivee on to the Weiwai country,
so I esked Seik Tau to ceche them carefully, Thie he did in the
thatch of & small hut in the camp, which had been built et eome
time by the Waiwei for protection against reinse, end we intended to
pick them up on our way back, but we didn't reckon on the remnent

of the Terumas, who were still behind the meain body of the tribe.
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On our way back, we found every k%Xnife gone, Later on I learned
that these lagging Tarumes had immediately located the cache and
had carried every stone with them to the Waiwai villages, They
did not know I had purchased and hidden them; they hed not
mentioned the fact to me or anyone when they eventually joined me
et the villages sheed, end they had no thought of stealing enything,
They knew the knives belonged to the tribe, and if the owners had
no use for them, well, they had, and that wae the end of it,
Unfortunetely, they all ceme in for a share of barter in the trade
up ahead, and having secured & knife apiece, whj carry these stones
back home, so they flung them away in the bush, as they could make
more at home if ever ﬁhey needed then, Thus I lost my stone
tnives - the only time Ilhave ever seen such thinge in use - nor
did they ever make any more, They promised to replece them, but
ihe supply of stone had run short, SBuch knivees could not be made
from any and every rock ,and the outcrop of the variety used was
several days journey from any Terume village, eand whet beiween my
forgetfulness and their procrastination I am yet without my stone
knives,

"The shadee of night were falling fest", and, believe me, in
the forest they fall both fast and early, Though the setting of
the sun deviates & little amccording to the season of the year, the
ennuel mean in the tropics gives us 6 p.m, 88 the time it dips
from sight, and complete darkness follows within half an hour or
80, In the dense foraqt, however, with an overhead cenopy of
200 feet of more or less matted greenery, dusk and comparative
darkness sets in even before the sun heas set, I wouldn't have
you think it ie so derk that you cannot find the way to your mouth,
but at the same time you wouldn't organise a needle threading
competition, It is rether & peculiar form of dusk or gloeming,
accentuated to, almost, ehock}when, through an opening overhead,
you glimpse & nearby mountain, or the crown of an extra lofty tree

and you realise it ies etill bathed in suanshine,
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One by one the hunters ceme back to camp, They had shot
nothing and had not even a handful of berries or fruit between
them, so there was nothiné for it, hungry as we were, but agein to
have & cup of water with a little selt added, in which the Tarumes
who rarely have salt, earnestly begged to be included, My boys
appeared quite happy, leughing and peesing Jjokes overywhe}e. The
Indiane, when opportunity availe, can eat and eat;nnd gorge to an
almost unbelieveble extent, but when hunger comes, long protracted
hunger as in our present cese, they teke things quite philosophically
and with a cheerfulness and leck of compleint that is emazing,
Amongst European bushmen no one is supposed to grumble if he misses
& meal or even goes & whole day without & bite of food, This is
only on exceptional occasions of course, and here we were now,
two full deys without food, and I felt most miseresble &nd hungry,
and ready to quarrel with my own shadow, The Indians are quite
accustomed to fasts of from 24 to 36 hours, &nd & little extre
doesn't worry or bother them, 28 it would the most hardened white
man, I have been on the trek with Indiane when we have had
nothing to eat for a little over three days and where I was
suffering considerably, and doubtlees showed it, my men, while
admitting they were "very, very hungry", kept on crecking jokes
and leaughing as if enjoying life,

It was completely dark now with the fireflies stabbing the
stygian.gloom around the cemp, from the rapid twink-twink of =a
tiny elusive species to the bright steady glare of a big two inch
long variety, These lights make one imagine some fairy 1is having
a geme with the switches of some lilliputiean electrical seystem,
but they are really the cold light produced by a variety of beetle
generally known as "click-beetles", from the habit of lying
"doggo" when captured, generally upeide down in the hollow of the
palm, whereupon, elowly drawing themselves up they release the
abdomen with e dietinctly audible click, The abdomen Jjerke baek

agaizst the eskin and the beetle is catapulted into the air to take .
N

(
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flight again immediately or to alight in & more favourable position,
Most Indiene have peculiar ideas about these bcotltu?nnd those of
the Wapichanna come readily to mind, through more intimate
association,

The Wapichanna believe the large variety have the power of
showing where certain game is to be found, The beétles are often
fatelly attracted by the bright firees of a camp, end I have seen
the men and women jumping sround, knocking the beetles mside &s
they came sailing along to certain death in the blazing fires,

The fires are then drawn down for a while, as these beetles only
persist for half an hour or so, During that half hour, the large
variety can be caught with great ease, then they become waf} and
soon no lure, not even the bright fire, will attrect them, elthough
they may be seen flitting eround in the farther distence, The
Indians ssy thetconce they have had @ whiff of emoke, they

somehow wern all others of denger,

The small ones, not more then half an inch lbng, &are very
herd to capture and do not respond to any lure, but the bigger
veriety ere easily'induced to fly diriOtly et any emall moving
light, The Indian dsmpe down the cemp fire, lights & cigsrette,
eand lies down in his hammock, Presently, he notes the bright
reddish forehesd light of & big beetle, some 4o or so feel eway,
He takes & quick pull st hie cigerette, knocke off the ash, end
vaves it frantically in eircles to keep it brightly sglow. he
soon 88 the beetle seee the moving light, he msakes & direct line
for it and when within & foot or so, ie captured by & sweep of
the free hand,

Once & priscner, the Indian blowe gehtly between the fingers
of the hand holéding the beetle to ensure ite proper obtedlience,
end murnurs the nsme of one variety of geme whose whereabouts he
particulerly wishee to know, The hend is then unclosed &nd the
beetle soon flies away. The direction of flight is noted

carefully ae that is the direction in which the hunter must go
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to find his game, No two verieties of game must be whispered as
thatrwould confuse the beetle and the direction would probably be
all wrong. Next morning the hunter takes the route or direction
indicatcdrand nay be uﬁeceaaful either owing to coincidence or to
hie firm belief, which will carry himfepther afield than ies ueusl,
If however, he is completely unsuccessful, there is come véry good
reason, When blowing and whispering to the beetle he wae perhaps
in two minds &8s to whether to request "wild hog" or "husl.cow",
The beetle heard the whisper, but slso resd the mind, end thue
receiving the names of two kinds of geme became confused and
misled the Indiasnm. This is only done once on &ny one night by
the hunter who ie in earnest, but the irresponsible youths with no
thought of hunting may catch & dozen and ask for the direction of
every kind of game they cen remember or kuow,

The women find an sctusl use for these beetles. Vhen on trek,
the camp is straunge; things can be mislaid, the fires often go
out, and sure as fate, & child will wake up and demend focd or @
drink of water, which may necessitate & trip to the weter hole
elong an unfemilier path (& couple of yeards probebly) which the
mother hasn't memorised sufficiently to follow blindfolded. Vhen
these large fireflies appear in a strenge camp, & women roote out
from her own or a companion's baggage, & cleer glsse bottle, She
tekes & glowing piéce of wood from the fire}lnd begine collecting
fireflies, all of which are promptly put inside the bottle’for
vhich a piece of desad wood or a rag forms an easy cork. By the
time she has got some 30 to 50 beetles captured, the othere Dbecome
wise to the danger, but she hae sufficient to give out collectively
enough light to see her wey &round camp or down to the weater nole
if neceesity calle during the nights

I remember cutting & lengthy trail in the foreet with
Wepichanna boys, three or four of whom took their wives &long %o
assiet for the firet week or ten days, One of these women, &

girl called "WMatti", made & point of collecting click beetles -
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(they were quite numerous on that trip) - at efory camp, which
was of great use as we had ne lamp, Their usuel light wes
accentuated by the anneyance and friction of a couple of dezen

of their own species sguirming around at the bbttam of the bettle,
which held clese to enything gave osut sufficient iight te see
what things were, "Matti", in the morning, would pull eut the
cork and scatter the beetles en the leaves around camp, little,

if any the worse frem their nevel experience ,judging by the speed
with which they seen hid themselves beneath the leaves,

"Bushdeer™ had erdered his wemenfelks te cellect a quentity
of dry firewood for eur use during the night; A piece of forest
had also been cleared for us so we tied up our hemmocks in the
form of a triangle, in the centre of which we, Indian fashion, kept
our fire going. The presence of strangers, who did not speak
Taruma, and the fact that everybody was more or lees hungry esomewhat
damped the usual laughter and good night ceremonlies of camp, but
I was reetless and calling Saik Tau went over to where the old
chief was lying in his hammock, and spent a couple of houre or
more in coﬂversation.

"Bushdeer” informed me that I was ndt the first white man he
had met, although only one or two éthera of thé tribe could say
the same, He had gone with a white man "long, long ago" up
another branch of the Essequebo and had helped to guide him to the
source of the Trombetas, down which the white man (or men) had
descended in a woodskin and disappeared,

The chief could not tell me if his tribe had come from
elesewhere, He knew they had long occupied the head waters of the
Essequebo from a short distance below the Kuduwini Mouth, end, ee
they were once much more numerous, had hed large settlements in
every branch of importance also, They were much fewer to-day
through death, This loss was not caused by Kenaima es was
general in Wapichanna country, Neither he nor his tribe believed

very much in these evil spirits although, who knows but what there
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might bhe such things, His people had just sickened and died,
He had called the remnants of his tribe together, and had built e
large communal house - as did the Waiwais - & little below his
present home where we had picked up Mabbatiu, but almost as soon as
they had moved into it, a couple of important members of the tribe
had died there, Numbere seemed no safeguard agaeinst bad fortune
and agein they had disbanded, so eacn family now had ite houee
in which was thought to be the best and safest location.

They had always had communication with the Atarod and
Wapichanna tribes by way of the Xuduwini and Kassikidju Rivers,
as also with the Waiwai tribe over our present route, The route
up the Onoru branch of the Essequebo River connecting overland with
the Trombetas had long been sbandoned, and he did not know if any
Indians 8till remained on that river, He doubted very much if
there were, They also used to have communicaetion with the East
through a branch of the Essequebo, & short distance above the
Kuduwini Mouth, Thie route also went overlend to another river,
where people lived, but it was now many years since anyone had
visited the Tarume from that direction,

Other routes there were none, although to the West, via the
Kemu creek, his hunters had seen ovidencgs of people - a broken.
branch or a cut sapling | ¥Yhen pressed as to what lay to the
North, the old chief could only mutter "Bad, bad, dangerous |",
beyond which he would not say anything, I knew the river to the
North was intercepted by a large number of cataractes and huge
falle, which even to-day forn an all but effective barrier to every
expedition, I aluorknow the North was the route from which came
the dreaded Carib Indiane whose appearance meant war, death to
many, and slavery to the captured, Any one of these causes might
have accounted for Bushdeer's opinion,

In leter years, I was to travel through this "dangerous"

portion of the Essequebo between the mouths of the Kuduwini and

Rupununi Rivers, I descended in & Taruma corisl accompénied by
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Saik Teu and one other Teruma, and I can vouch for the "danger",

I have never pessed over any river that has so many huge
cataracte which completely block nevigetion and provide the most
exhaustive expenditure of energy and acute potential danger, Ve
all got safely past these nightmarish drops in the level, but it
was only by the skin of our teeth, It would form & spendid
opportunity for & Hollywood dare-devil cinema scene, but I would
not do it again, not if I were assured of the proverbial pot at the
rainbow's end, We found the district completely uninhabited,
yet there were signe of a large population at some time or other,
There were numerous hieroglyphics on the rocks and stone fieh trapes
everywhere, certainly built by human agency.

At practically ell rapids, falls end ceteracte, there is found
growing under the water, a dense grbvth of vegetation, whose roots
are fastened on the granite and gneiss rock, Thefe ies one variety
of wild asperagus which, in favourable situetions, forms =&
veritable forest quite knee &eep or more, end this vegetetion is
the home and feeding place of numerous purely vegetable eating
fishes, many of which are amongst the delicacies of fish life to
the Indien, who will make periodic visits to the fells to shoot
them with bows and errows, The one thing eesentiasl for the
growth of this vegetatioﬁ is rapidly flowing water, Rocks where
the river flows slowly by, will not have & trace, but it &t once
appears on the same kind of rock if there is a rapid or fall with
swiftly flowing water, and up .to & certain point, the more
turbulent the water, the denser the growth, All these vegetariean
fish feed only by daylight,nnd es dusk begins to set in you cén
see them leaving the. feéding grounds for some secluded spot where
the water is more or less atillfin which to rest and sleep, Vhen
the river is in spate any little backwater behind or emonget the
rock outcrop, may afford a sleeping place for & couple of these
fish, Advantege is taken of this fact by the Indian who, &8

soon &8 he thinks the fish are settled down for the night and
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asleep, sallies out with a bundle of palm leaf or resin torches,
The fish, exposed to view by the flare, may be chopped with a
cutless or, as is more general, shot by & companion with the bow
and arrow,

The great majority of these fish, however, take refuge in the
deep pools either above or below the falls, As the level of the
river falle during the long dry season, places are expos ed where
large numbers of fish are in the habit of eleeping, but which,
through custom, they are averse to ebandon so long a8 they can gein
edmission amongst the rocks, To enter such & place with torch
and weapon ies useless, The Indiean could shoot one fish, but the
noise of the victim i{umbling and thrashing the water in agony
would waken and zlerm every fish on the feeding ground, whereupon
they would all flee for their lives to deep water and safety,
Those Indians resident in such a vicinity generations ago must have
seen possibilities of a big catch, 8o they fell to work end built
& rough cobble stone wall round the communal sleeping place of the
fish, but carefully left an open gate at such pointe where the
water flowed in and out in force, along which path the fiseh alwaye
approached their sleeping place, When the night which the
Indians judged to be propitious, arrived, it would be an easy
matter for them to block the gate quietly after the fish were
asleen, When morning broke the fish would find themselvee hemmed
in by not only by & wall of stone, but elso by & ring of Indimne
all srmed with eome weepon to c¢lub, cut, shoot end kill, In thie
wey the Indiene would ensure & wholesale sleughter, which ies what
they love, &2 it meane days of gorging and & complete cessetion of
all. work end esctivity, The getes would he opened efterwarde and
the trap sbandoned for such time as might be required -~ genersally
e whole yesr - for new supnlies of fieh to adopt it es their
eleeping place,

I heve never sactuelly seen the Indiene uee thie trep, but I

have twice pesced euch & trep when the Indians hed ncted the
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condition of the river &and mede arrangements for & return in &
month or #o when the weter level would be euch as tc ensure
GBUCCeEsE, The firet instence wae on & forest river (Quitere) in
Wapichenne country, which had been a&bandoned by the trige yEeEere
sgo, eand up which I was travelling, One of my men wes the
grandeon of en old men - (etill alive) - who wes the lesi to
ebandon the river, We slept one night opposite such & trap into
which we s&w moving in the deepening dusek, wave after weve in the
weter e & fine twelve or fifteen pounder "paku" pesced slong,
indicating that e good number of fish were ueing the spot to eleep
in, When we mede the village sfter two deys overland trek, I heard
the men tell the grandfather sbout it - the probable number of
fish snd the suitebility of the water level « &nd heerd the old
men issue ordere for the village to get resdy to go and viseit the
trap es soon &e I had gone, The oither cccarion wes in Terume
country. I had left the villageajbut was &sccompénled by some men
in & coriel who visited such & trap end returned to report on the
conditions, I had little food aboerd, end no more availeble; the
village was two deys up river, so I decided to push on, but I
would hnvé liked to see the actual operations,

The Terumes, I found, had no specisl culture nor meny
industries worth speeking of, Most tribes specielise in some
nendicraft, the products of which they can exchange with other more
fortunete tribee for the neceesery knives, axes, or other hardware
which the slowly percolating ldfanceAin outeide stenderde of life
end methode mekes essentisl, True, the Tarume mede e few graters
once in & way, but they would appear for long to have been the
intermedieries in tribsl trade, and much of their time would be
gepent slowly traversing the long distencee between their verious
customers with the temporery use of such knives, etc,, @as they
were entrusted with es the reward of their labour. They hed &

great reputation for hunting doge, but I found the tribe wes

almost a complete fish eating people, The rivere in front of



NO...9B.

their doors simply teemed with fieh, &nd I cannot recell when I

found game figuring to eny extent in their menu during any of my

verioue viseits,
They ere the most expert fishers I have ever mel in any part

he forest, They know numbers of speciel beites and lures thet
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will ettrect verioue fisk, In European weters success depends
largely on long patience end absolute quiet, but not so on these
rivers, The Indien emitee or agitetes the wester loudly with the
top of his rod in e peculier menner, generelly in imitation of a
peculiar fish he wiehes to catch, Apprised by the noise that food
is available,that perticular fish rushes to the spot &nd ie ceught,
There are two closely allied species of vegetarian fish - paku and
certaback - which, though ordinarily living in the vicinity of
repids and fells, leave their customary loecelity to escend to the
highest resches of the rivers and creeke to spawn, At such & time
they are both easily ceught by using ripe banena ae the beait, but
you must throw the hook end bait high in the eir and &llow it to
fall on the weter with & plop. |

On hearing & single plop, & cartaback senses & fruit heving
fellen in the river, It rushes to the epot, seizes the einking
bait end is promptly caught, If you wish to catch a psku, however,
you cast your bait in e similar manner, but as it etrikee the water,
you must gently but quickly whip your beit up end repeat the sound.
On completing a double plop-plop you must keep your beit just below
the surface, Before you can describe this performance, if there
ie & peku within hearing distance, he has grebbed your beit end
you are playing him for all yourare worth,

A Taruma will esk you whet fish you would like, whereupon he
will select the correct hook, rod and bait and set off single
handed in his corial, In an hour or so he will return to his
village with quite a string of just the fieh you specified and with
scarcely any other fieh, although you know there are dozens of

other varieties in every pool, Vhen a Taruma goee out fishiag in
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hie corial alone, he showe a mastery over his creft thet no other
Indiene I have met with can emulate, When he reaches hie fishing
ground, he seats himself in the bow, paddle in one hend end rod in
the other, In this menner, he may travel a mile or more, but not
for one second is that corial out of control, To keep & corial
alweays going just where you went it, never allowing it to ewing
out of the parallel with the river bank and to do it entirely with
one hend, is & feat of no mesn order;nnd frankly one which I never
could do,

Meny Indieans - especially the Wepichanne end Mscussi - believe
in the efficacy of & whistle as a lure for fish, They mecend an
overhanging tree or branch at a good pool, plece themselves in a
proper position and promptly begin to whistle gently with the lips,
I doubt if thie is of any real use except as an incentive to
petience until eveﬁtually, es must happen, some fieh out on *he
prowl passes undernesth, The Taruma adopt the overhenging brench,
but not the whistle, They put more faith in & frﬁit (& Genipape
eay) attached to a string which they throw in the air, At once
they place an arrow in position, eand are ready to shoot the second
the fruit touches the water, If no fish eppeare the fruit is
hauled up again by the etring end the performance repeated again
and again till successful, or they prove there is no fish which eat
that fruit in the vicinity,

The Terumas manufacture a vear¥ty of Urali poison which is so
common amongst these foreet Indians, A Thie poison is generally
associsted with the blow pipe and & small quentity introduced into
the circulation of any warm-blooded creature causes death in & few
seconds, The veariety made by the Taruma is celled Makabur, but
it hae not the reputation of Urali proper, and there ie no demand
for it by other tribes, They make it in considerable quantities
at & time, by boiling the bark of various trees, Boiling extracte
some chemicels frém the park &nd after throwing awey the fibre, =

dark treacly mass ies left with which they coat a quantity of
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prepared arrow pointe made from bamboo, Theee are placed in the
eir and sun to dry, and after the stuff has become herd and dry,
the arrow heads can be stored indefinitely, When hunting, & few
of these points are carried in the hunting bag or besket slung over
the shoulder,in a small bamboo case, or this last may even be
attached to the belt, which alweys means the Indien ise hunting
speclally for big game such aes wild hog, He may even fit a point
to an arrow, when, for safety, it is encloeed in a smell joint of
bamboo, On locating the geme, this bamboo tube ie pulled off)or
& point quickly drawn from ite carrier and fitted to & speciel
eérrow eccording to circumstances, When the arrow etrikes home,
the victim dashes off ,but generally only for e short distance, The
animal becomes doped and sleepy, gently lies down end is dead,

A friend was once testing out Ureli through the blowpipe on
an ordinary chicken, He shot three fowle in succession, none of
which showed the slightest inconvenience or any inclination to die,
He refused to purchase the poison from the Indian, who had come &
long distance to his stetion expressly to trade for a knife, The
Indian himself grabbed the blowpipe saying, "Your wife is heving a
beby", and fired at & passing hen, which in e few seconds lay as
dead as the Dodo, My friend bought the poieson, but wee by no means
satisfied with the Indien's explanation of hie failure, He killed
ssne uf Uie Levie e had sked 8% sad diweseted them, &s fiad In
every cese, the tiny arrow from the blowpipe embedded amongsi the
fet eround the intestines, where blood circulation wee nil or elmost
g0, Whereas the arrow fired by the Indian had pierced the fowl's
leg where circulation wes normal, Everybody perted cuite heppily
over the deal, but my friend had occasion to remember ithe Indian'e
prediction, when his wife did present him with & baby eome eight
months later,

The Tarumas had & large number of flierce doge, which once on
the trail of game were good hunters, but most of them I found were

Waiwai bred, if not trained also by that tribe, Eventually these
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dogs would go to the Wapichanna (if they lived long enough), but
from my experience the reputetion for doge really belonged
elsewhere,

Bushdeer told me that the Taruma name of the large river on
which his tribe had always lived was Ezekidju or Zekidju, a
combination of two worde:- Eze or Ze meaning Heiawa Tree!and ¥Xid ju,
a river or creek, The English name of this river is Essequebo,
the Wepichanna call it "Skepi", while others call it 8chipu.

There has at times been considerable discussion amongst English
people &8s to the actual meaning of Essequebo, It is often found
thet place names, though completely different Amongst the different
tribes, heve the seme meaning:- the name of some prominent feature
such a8 & preponderance of certain trees, etc, for which natureally
the different tribes have their own peculiar naemes, "Ske" in
Wapichanna meane "to wash" and the Eesequebo has been eaid to be
the "place of washing" although "gire" is the invarieble
termination to indicate the place for any perticular purpose,

This argument is backed by 2 custom of the Wepicheanne,

When they descen@l the milky Rupununi and enter the almost inky
black Eesequebo, all those making the trip for the firet time must
et once dive overboard to ensure good luck, health and success
while travelling on the larger river, The line of demarcetion
between the different colours of water at the junction is very
pronounced, As it comes nearer, such youths or men &as &re meking
their first trip, strip off their clothes and stand poised in
readinese on the seats of the boat, When the boat is well within
the dark water - say 12 to 18 ft - "Dive", yells the Ceptain, and
overboard they go. Back they scramble into the boat, hot pepper
juice is squeezed into their eyes, they don their clothes, seize
their paddles and on they go, cheerfully assured of seafety and
immunity from aickness_on the Jjourney shead,

It does secm to me that Ezekiéju end Eesequebo are so closely

ellied in sound that the neme has been edopted from the Terume,
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The Terume, however, live high up on itaréources,Acut off by =
most difficult, if not, quite, impaasiblé renge of falle from the
iower reaches, The Haiswe (or Incense) tree grows in vest numbers
on the lower reaches of the Eesequebo, but only very rerely occurs
in Tarume country proper, Mey not thie tribe have lived below
and not, aes now, above these falle and cateracte ? They mey heve
beén driven inlend by the fierce Caribs or the equally cruel
edvence of :8e-celled civilizetion of early Furopeean settleres,
Thie idee would fit the neme; theif idea of "bad and denger" lower
down the river, their myth of the Wenemari (prectically the etory
of the Mermeid), and would elso account for their superior skill
in corial building.,

" Long ete we concluded our talk, the camp fires had dwindled
to & glow during the first sleep of the Indiens which is, at once,
the longest and the soundest for the night, Our talk in low
gentle tones disturbed no one, and quietly bidding Bushdeer good-
night, Seik Tau &nd I crept quietly to our hemmocks, Saik Teu,
tired slmost to exhesustion with the day's work end leck of food,
would be sound asleep as "his head touched the pillowt except that
& pillow ie & luxury unknown to hie rsace, | I must admit to &
gnewing tummyache and sleep did not come readily, so I turned to
and fro rather fussily and noisily for some time, Suddenly I
felt something touch me, a warm Bomething?almost human on my bare
arm, Swinging suddenly round I could just berely meke out in the
gentle glow of the dying embers, a dusky form, and there by my
side stood an Indian woman, cled in the customarily accepted
costume of Eve,

It is practically unknown for Indiane to become familiar or
forwerd on & first meeting, especially these so-celled "wild"
tribes who retreat before the advance guard of civilizetion, All
have an innate respect or dread of complete strangers, especielly
if the newcomer belonge to an alien colour or race, These

inoffensive people have been subjected to every disgrace end



Noooto1°5-

indignity imaginable since the deys when the Epeniards discovered
the marvellous civilization and the gold of the Inces, to the
present day, when they are branded with the soubricuet of Makeksa
(Monkey) over the whole of Brazil and fer beyond, which term if
applied to & civilized person means the lowest possible term of
degradation and depravity and ie, not infrequently, the signel for
& "free for all" with knives and guns,

Through successive generationa9for centuries of the woret
imeginable treatment at the hands bf ell and sundry, such emell
tribes, generally living in the ineaccessible sources of rivers
and feetnesses of the colcsssl Ameazon forests, who £lone have
escaped civilizetion, have developed an instinct and reserve, and
are exceedingly wary and careful when strangers appear, even if
accompanied with a wellknown neighbour as a guide, In many
places this instinct or reserve, generslly toned down to gentle
acceptance, may teke the form of active resistance and complete
annihilation of the visitors, Amongst such tribes however es
have remained within reach of, or in constant contact with
civilizetion, we find the world wide habit of &beorbing the vices,
but not the virtuee of the dominant race, and amongst these we
meet every degree of immorelity, immodesty and vice,

Amonget those tribes away in the jungle, the head of the house
goes out to speak to the strenger, while the others stand peering
from awey beck in the deep unlit gloom of the hut, The etranger
givee no offence; it becomes necessary to hend round the customery
hospitality peculiar to the tribe, but who will do it ? I have
heard many heated arguments over who must go, &nd have 8een &n old
grannie made to do it, simply because she was old, hed no huseband,
end her children were grown up, so if herm befel her, it would be
no great loss to the tribe, I have known the men to scold and

before she
rage before & wife, and esre cially & young deughter,,would pick
up e gourd, fill it with beer, and go forth to face something she

considered dangerous, With downcast eyes and every evidence of
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fear, the woman would, almost blindly, push the cealabash into the
handes of the stranger and bolt for her hole and safety, like =
rabbit, Thie reserve can ﬁe extremely ennoying et times as I know
very well, such a& when I might happen to strike a village with ell
the men absent at the moment, anﬁ I wanted food, a shelter for the
night or merely directiona es to the path leading to the village,
Even where I was known and could epeeak the language fairly well, if
I were alone and sometimes even with a boy, I heve been refused
even the slighteest sssistance, or as frequently heappened, to my
intense amusement, an o0ld women would be thrust out to enswer the
questions I asked, or point out the road shesad,

At night especially, no woman will come within @ mile of where
the stranger is sleepingqif she can poeeibly help it, Such reserve
will breaé down faster with an Indiean with a grip of their lenguege
as he, at leaet, has the same trend of thought and habit, Thise is
especially so if the stranger is a "good mixer" es we term it, one
who passes up & joke or two and thue reises & laugh &ll round,
After years of associetion and residence amongst the Wapichanna}I
found this reserve operating quite strongly in these villages with
which I hed little contact, probably only & visit once & year or so, .
and I have known white men who, with every good intention possible,
were never able to get beéonth thie barrier of reserve, which made
their work or progress almost impossible,

Naturally I wae aghast at being disturbed by the touch of a
human hand - such a thing simply 'ian't done" in Indien circles, and
above all to find & women bending over me, he I moved &nd eet up,
I noticed in the red glare of the fire, thet just behind her stood
the brown, motionless form of a man also, Almost immediately,
something piping hot and slightly gticky was thrust into my hande,
and the pair promptly and silently vanished into the dark. Then
to my intense surprise Saik Tau, whom I had thought was sound
sesleep, hissed, ir their peculiar penetrating whisper, &an

explanation, The women wes hie elder sister and she had baked a
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tiny cake of cussava bread, which I was now gingerly fiddling
from one hand to the other, This woman had brought along some
cassava with her for the journey, but she had been either more
provident or secretive, and she had been eking out her store of
meal most cerefully for her husbend and children, At Saik Teu'ls
requeet she had scraped up her very lest handful of meel, and head
baked it surreptitiously, for every one of her tribe thought she
waee equally as deetitute aes themselves, and it would have been e
scandel had they known of her slender supply., At once she would
have been branded as "miserly" - (Melenyen of the Wapichanna)
which is the greatest sin in Indien law and custom, She had
waited till we were abed, had cooked the bread in an ordinary pot,
and true to custom, had come to present me with the food she had
cooked, It waes & very tiny ceke, not any larger or thicker than
a very lean crumpet, I wes ravenously hungry, but emall ae it was,
although it was far from satiefying ny appetite, it did ellsy to
some extent the worset pangs, eo that I could seleep, The kindly
action however hi£ 8 soft spot in my enatomy end I was deeply
grateful, In the years to come I was to pay hendsomely for that
eeme crumpeﬁ.

Gratitude ie a virtue very, very rarely, if ever, found amongst
Indiens, Amonget themeselves they do not practise it, and when I
went amongst these eboriginale et first I was disappointed 1in meny
WRY S, Yhen I did socmething particulerly useful or helpful te an
Indien,I concluded thet such person would &t least have reason to
think favourebly of me, end would respond by &llowing me to heve
firet call on his spere time &8s e workmen, wherees he would be the
first to enter the employment of the other fellow, Equally, they
will do you some particulerly useful favour and will disappesar
without expecting gratitude in any wey, For & definlite service,
of course, they expect something in payment, whereupon the thing
is ended, Food and drink are given generously, if they have it,

to the stranger within their gates, without & thought of gretitude
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or reward in return, They may, and often do, give the paeser-by
enough food to carry with him to eupply the next meal on the
journey, without expect‘i-.ng either thenks or reward, If they pess
your cemp and sek for food for their trip, you must not expect a
eingle word of thanks even, In no Indien lenguage &t my commend
is éiere any word or expression by which one can register thenke,
The absence of thanks at all times, and their apparent lack
of gretitude has caueed ﬁuch annoyence to people of the outeide
world and is chief cauee of the Indien being brended as mean,
treacherous, ungrateful, end & dozen other derogetory naemes, There
ere frequent reasone for these views gccording to our light,
education and lawe, Suppose from any cauee - there ere plenty that
jump to the mind - death, illness,lack of food, etc - &n outside
party decides to adopt an Indien child, either girl or boy. No
oppoeition will be put up by the parente or guardiens, Tou will
be allowed to rear, clothe, feed &nd educate such child on &ny
scale you choose, and for years you may not heve & vieit of eny of
the child's relatives except once a.year or 8o when someé one
paseing your vicinity may drop in cesually, Just a8 soon ae euch
child growe big enough to be of use to the tribe - a boy strong
énough to act as compenion to & father, uncle or couein, the girl
able to help in the field and household, end definitely when she
arrives at puberty - you find all menner of reletives arriving to
cleim the sdopted child, According to the tribal laws of
reletionship, nearly every member of the tribe cen cleim to be &
near relative either on the father's or mother's side, or the
marriage lawe in the same way cen give e claim to neerly all, that
the child is the destined husband or wife for some party in esach
household, If the edopted child lives within reach of ite tribe,
argument is useless, as eventuelly the call of the wilde, eand the
prozpecte of freedom from irksome tasks &nd restrainte, will

overcome any sense of gratitude you mey have drilled intoc the

child's mind, and you wake up to £ind the child has gone in the
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night, Naturelly those who heve brought up the child eare
furious, and every bed name imegineble attributed to the Indiens
for ever afterwerde,

Let us try however, to get the Indien's attitude, When the
child ie taken over they are not quite so apeathetic as they look,
in fect, they are often glad and pleased, as a smell child eats
much food which is often none too plentiful, If the father is
dead ,who will provide game to feed ? If the mother is deed, who
will care for it, and any child up to six yeers o0ld is & direct
reseponsibility, The Indiens have their own methods of obtaining
news, and though they rarely appear, they know how the child is
progressing, Once & child is eight years of age, it becomes of
use to its tribe; if a boy, it can accompany the father while
hunting, run short meeseges etc; if a girl, she can do em&ll chores
and help in household duties, The Indian knowe thie end if the
party who adopted such & child is no%t putting it to work, they must
be crazy fools, The Indien does not reckon in dollars end cente,
but he realieses the child is &n expense at thie young age and so
he 8till keeps clear of the party who adopted 1it, By the time
the child is twelve yeers of age, it muet have more then paid for
its keep through work of varioue kinds, Not only thet, but the
Indien may reckon it out that such a child hes more than peid for
all it has coet ite foster parentes, Then comee & demend for the
yehild to be returned to the tribe, and the guardians are lucky if
they ere not feced with & demand for payment for the privilege of
having reared it, I have known of several cases of children
adopted as infents, who were demended, after years of care, at
eges of thirteen to fifteen, to be handed back, together with e
large list of trade goodes es the reward for yeerse of recaring end
feeding, 0f course such & demand is en outrage, and won't be
paid, and the Indian goes home equally outreged at the robbery
committed at his expense,

Fully ninety nine per cent of the population of the world
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accept a8 an extra Commandment that "it is more blessed to give
than to raceivé", and about the seme percentage are completely
convinced that™he giving""must come entirely from the other
fellow,and that "the receiving" appliee only to the individual
concerned, It is qui#e a surpriag to find the Indien thinks on
exactly the seme lines, Neither perty understande the ressons
for a line of conduct as stated above, and both part bad friende
if not in actual hatred, The Indien ret{res to his silent forest
and is lost, but the guardians of the child. in dispute, publish
in newspaper and magazine exaggerated accounts of the treachery
and ungratefulness of all Indiens,

Take again the cese of an Indien "sick unto desth", or
severdy injured, Some educated pereon happens along end after
weeks of attention and nurseing b;inga him back to health, The
Indian in hie own way knows the debt he owee for such cere, but
this goes no ferther than paying whateve? the nuree may demand
(if within hie power) for the medicines and attention, "When the
devil was sick, étc", but gratitude, oh, no !

Meny of our ideas ere wrong in dealing with primitive people.
We have been taught that by writing a word or two on & wooden chip
of the gift of a useless empty sardine tin;, the sevage (eic)
will bow down before us as to a god, and ever after be our faithful
slave, dog_like in his docility end his ettachment, &snd show
aBject misery if hise god disappeare from hie view for a moment or
two, I alweys side-step when any signs of these attachments
begin, The chances are that the gentle savage hes found & joint
in your armour, to his very considereble gain for.auch time ae he
can put the comether over you, wherees he, with his tongue in his
cheek, reckons you are a softy and 1a.ready to hop it for hie
forests the moment you swing the searchlight on hie actions,

If we would only drop these preconceived i1deeas and ideals in
dealing with the savage, it would be much better for both &nd in

the cese of the South Americen eboriginel Indien, we forget or
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conveniently ignore the fact that the White Man's lust for treasure,
gold, power, or chesp lebour hes shettered their every form of
govérnment end sociel progrese, end driven the last remnente of
family 1ife to the untrodden depthe of the forest in antipethy.

We should meke some allowances for this long persecution, end look
for the good (by no means small) left emongst these Indians but,

far too often, it ie a cese of "give & dog & bad name end heng

it" = through misundersteanding,
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A day'e merch NEeBrer = - = = food!

Next morning, & drink of cool weiter as morning tes, and =
emoke by way of food, and we were reedy for the road - as I
thought! Saik Tau had dug out an unattached nephew; Mebbe Tiu
had done the same, but now one hed to be found for Henry, This
brainwave was to the effect that if these youths ceme along with
us, each would carry hie respective uncle's load, end leave him
free to shoot any game we met, with a better opportunity of success,
It did not matter two hoots to me how many came elong, ee we had
no food, and the betting on finding any geme en route did not offer
anything to gemble on, so the loede were re-arranged, packed on the
youthe! backe and off we set,

Seik Tau in front, myseelf next, and-Hanry behind; all erned
with gune, teok the lead, our eyes roaming shead and on both sides
in seerch of some game, Some old sege has saicd that there is a
connection between the esrly bird snd the eerly worm, but after
topping & few stiff hille, I was in & quandary es to which species
we belonged to, as we neither met e bird, a worm, nor a single
blessed thing te shoot,

Around § &.,m, we were following up & valley, and ceme to &
reef of low prickly pelms, the majority of which were bearing fruit,
bunches of nice red nute, about an inch in diemeter, At once the
Tarumas reised & echout that these berries were edible, Down went
the loeds by the eide of the treil, out ceme every men's mechete
end in & few momente they lied collected quite & pile of nuts,

Pelm nute sre generally as hard &s bone, but these we had gathered
proved to be edible but - enly just. I wae &8 hungry ee & hunter
and mansged to reduce some half dozen to such e degree of fineness
as allowed me to swallow them, but I soon gave up the contest in
despair, and eest enviously watching my boye wolfing them down es
fest 8 they could free them from the outside rind or shesth, and
they had a good feed,

We moved on, trevelling over very trying country; up hill and
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down dale, I soon began to have & sickly feeling which, e&lthough
loath to admit it even to myself, kept getting descidedly worse,
We'd been going for about an hour and were climbing steeply along

& narrow ledge with just room to walk in single file; & steep
towering mountain on one side, end a sheer precipice on the other,
with a glittering stream noisily jumping seaward at the foot,

I was now feeling really 111 and prayed that that horrible ledge
would soon end, I just managed to reach the top, when I sat down
in the trail, making an excuse that I wanted to have & smoke,

I hed scarcely seated myself when my ctomach revolted, and I
vomited as I think I heve never vomited before, -~ or eince, When
I recovered somewhat and had tipedvthe tears from my eyes, I looked
along the line of my boys to see what they thought of my weekness,
To my intense surprise I found ovcrwbne of them doiny exactly

what I hed done, It was guite ten minutees before we could check
;p on matters, and then I found ihoy had all been feeling decidedly
unwell for the last mile or so, but that none of them had dared to
show it for fear of becoming objects of ridicule, through showing
weakness,

Yhen an Indien is in "his cups”", end drinking heavily of his
native beer, the ability to vomit seems about as easy to him es
breathing to the average Buropean, but on this occasion, they were
vieibly distreesed, and when the paroxyém wee over, their eyes
were full of tears - something I heve never seen bsfore in an
Indien, There were eight of us, all hele and hearty fellows,
and we certainly looked ridiculous, sitting in & line and all
eick, We all registered relief at once, and moved slong to the
stream for & drink, where we decided the cause of the trouble was
the red nute eaten an hour earlier, The Tar;maa edmitted they
had never eaten thece nute before in quantity, Yhen out hunting,
e man migkt cut one open and ezt it to help eese the pangs of
hunger until he got home, They had 8ll done this at times and

never felt any 1l1 effects, so they thought they were quite safe
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to eat as many 2s they liked on this occasion. Judging from what
I suffered, I felt greteful that I hed only eaten six in place of
the sixty nuts epiece (or more) that my men ate, otherwise it
doesn't bear thinking whet the results would have been,

After & short rest to recover, we continued on our way, The
Tarumas had been lagging behind during the morning so we left them
in charge of Mabbe Tiu with strict injunctions thet on no account
were they to cemp by themselves, but however elowly they travelled
they must continue till they joined us again at some creek ahead,
or at our camp for the night, |

We pushed on shead on the outlook for game, but with ne success,
When the westering sun showed it was neering 2 p.m, we were steacily
¢climbing & very steep mountein, Presently we heard a peculier
roer, and we all froze in our tracks, For some minutee there was
absolute silence, then another short guttural roer, Saik Teu
located the noiee &8s coming from a red howler monkey, and, -

"I've never heard one roar like that before, There ie some
mischief efloet", said my guide, Agein came the rosgr, this time
much nearer, and presently we saw & huge male "howler" scempering
along the tree tops some distance below us, ' O0ff we all reced to
head him off, as, though not the chosen food of the gods exsctly,
these monkeys are constently eaten by all Indiens, and et certain
sessons of the year when they becone very fat, are consistently
hunted and coneidered & delicacy, -

There is one enag in shooting them &nd that is their
possession of a prehensile tail, This organ is fully twae Ieetl
long and when the animal is in motion it is generally held aloft
with a six inch curl at the end, very much like an artist's
shepherd's crook, It is extremely sensitive and serves as
another hand, It slithers caressingly along the passing foliage,
but should the monkey slip, it immediately grasps whatever it may
touch and so restores balance, Even when the monkey ie shot,

this organ seems to retsin its functions, and will gresp the



113,

branch beneath the dying animal's feet and hold him suspended in
the air, It does not release ite hold even after death, although
8 strong breeze causing the tree to sway may break ite hold,

Often I have seen a monkey shot dead, and have to be abandoned as
the tree could not be climbed and there was no wind, Not
infrequently the grip ﬁolds good until putrefaction sete in, when
the body drops to be eaten by the carrionrcrota and other
scavengers, The Indians always prefer to shoot these monkeys on
trees which they note sare climbable, &e the chences &re &gelinst the
monkey falling in any case, I heve seen &n Indian climb a tree,
end heve to wriggle elong branchee and lienos quite s distance
until he could violently shske the brench on which the enimsl hung.

Ae we raced through the forest, I knew all thise from previous
experlence, end so welted my chence, Presently I caught him
racing elong & thick bare branch and I promptly fired, &n ideal
broadside shot, He slumped dead on the branch, elithered over
earthwards, but thast wretched teil csught the branch, end there he
hung suspended nearly 200 feet up in the eir, very much like a
hare in a butclier's shop at home, There was no breeze in that
valley and the tree on which he hung could not possibly be scaled,
so we sat down to see if something would heppen to break that
prehensile grip.

Presently, we heard a proloanged ewish, and a fine Harpy Eagle
dived through & hole in the leafy forest canopy, dug hie talons
into our monkey end ewept it away, without a pause, through
another opening & little lower down, The force of the eagle
striking his talons home, broke the grip of the tail, end eway went
our chance of dinner, It was all done hefore you could seay
"Jack Robinson", and not one of us had time to 1ift a gun and fire.

Now we had an explanation of that peculiar roar, The eagle
had been hunting tﬁe monkey on the tree tope and evefy time he
swooped to strike, the monkey would roar in sheer terror, though

the roar wee peculiar and strange, and something remained



114,

unexplained, I have often watched the unequal combat belween an
eagle and a monkey, The eagle in the air ewoops round end round
on outspread winge; the monkey huddlee in a clump of dense folisage,
but the eagle can go on swooping indefinitely whereas the monkey
now elone - his companioas having fled ~ either wante & companion
or seeks better shelter, Sooner or later the eagle gets his
chance, There 18 a quick nose dive and the monkey is caught,

The older monkeys itry a different plan, Instead of looking for =a
place to hide they make for a prominent bere branch which
apparently offers absolutely no ehelter, He deliberately exposes
his body above the branch to the attack of the eagle who afier &
preliminary swoop round, strikes &t his victinm, The monkey
meanwhile waits patiently until the eagle ie well on the downward
swoop, when, with him only a few feet away, he swings under the
branch and the eagle swoops harmlessly past, A the monkey slides
under the branch, he utters the most appelling roare of terror,
Again and again, the eagle swoops without sﬁccesa, the monkey
dodging under the branch just a fraction of & second ahead of the
gleaming talons, Should the monkey duck too early, the eagle cean
chenge his course & little and catch his victim under the branch,
After e time, the eagle, growing weary of hie frulitless swoops,

may clear off and leave the monkey alone, I have seen this happen
more than once but never could decide whether the eagle cleared off
in disgust or weariness, or because he sensed my presence,

Silently we bowed our heade in reverence to whatever gods
provide eagles with a free meal, but deep in our throate there were
weird mutteringe in a number of languages, as we watched that eagle
flap hies way across the narrow valley with his heavy burden, and
up the adjacent mountain along which we had come, expecting him
at every moment to go up in a puff of smoke, but I reluctantly
came to the conclusion that he must be an eshesstos veriety,

Faster and faster flapme d his wearying wings; nearer and nearer he

came to the tree tops in exheustion, until.about half a mile away
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he alighted gracefully in a tallish tree and that was that,

Almost immediately, from high up on the mountain above us,
came the claaf ringing 'Ahalhe-ei-i-i" yell of en Indian, Seik Tau
Jumped to his feet, cupped hie hands round his mouth and yodelled
an answer, Again came the yell and yet agasin, each time slightly
different, and then our guide, his eyes sparkling with new hope &nd
vigour, said "Come on, that is Kiwinik and Food", Vhet 2 difference
now in our speed and feelings ! Ali morning 8aik Teu had been
grumbling at the steep grades of each mountain, and it head only
been by the judicious application of ridicule, scolding or flettery
that we had got along so far, Now he wae off uphill like en
antelope, and I was hard put to it to keep up with the rasceal,
especially as the remaining climb wes both long and very steep, and
my slippery shoes more than once sent me eprawling,

At length we topped the crest, and there on & nice level clear
spot in the forest, sat our Waiwai chief with esome 3 or 4 beskets
in a2 line across the path, before him, Some yarde behind him we
saw 4 or 5 Indians standing on the "qui vive", heavily armed, but
with the endes of their long bows resting on the ground in &n
attitude more of peace than wer,

As we came close, Xiwinik rose gracefully to his feet, stepped
to one side &nd said, "Come and eat", None of us recuired a
second invitation end my boys &t once begen tearing off the
lashings and coverings from the baskets, Ve found one basketl
full of dried meat (barbecued), mostly bush hog, tapir e&nd birds,
Another basket was full of fruit; melons, pineapple, end passion
flower fruit, The largest basket held & great quantity of
cassava breed, The last basket held two lerge gourds of native
beer, Everything wes already cooked snd we were eoon busy.

With true Indien courtesy, Seik Tau asked Kiwinik end his
men to join us, The Ohief etepped up end eat down with us, but
his men paid no attention beyond graduslly sitting down one by

one ap their curioeity and fear subsided, I wes probebly the
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firet white man they had ever seen, and neturelly their feelings
were & bit mixed, Conversation beceme generel, and we learned our
friends had just reached the mountain top when they heard a gun
fired in the valley below, Knowing thet, whetever the result of
the shot, we would be busy for s few moments, either picking up our
game or racing to get anothef chance to shoot, they had waited a
few moments 1ﬁ quietness, Then &8 nothing more was heard]Kiwinik
had eignalled us and got our reply, He told us how he hed slept
with his cerriers the night he left ue, and how he alone mede his
village late at night on the next day, He hed collected food &nd
men, and started beck next morning, &nd here he was, His father
was coming behind with more suppliee end carriers, and if we pushed
on we would probably find these at a nice creek st the foot of the
mountain on which we now sat,

.fter & good squere meal. (and how good everything tasted 1) we
were sitting chatting &n& smoking when our Tarume carriers rolled
up., They were invited to make free of such food &s we had left,
and, &8s we propnoeed to move on as ¥Yiwinik had auggested, my two men,
Saik Teu and Henry, begen to open the haggage to get out what was
necessary in the cemp ehesad for themeelvee and me, &s it would be
fully an hour later before the carriers would catch us up. On
opening one of the packs, we were surprised to find a large, red
howler monkey which had been shot somehow, &and we asked for an
explanation, Then they told us how they had been coming elong the
treil, but halted when they hesrd our gunshot, Almost immediately,
a Harpy Eagle with a "howler"™ in its grip had perched on & breanch
e short distance away, One of the boys had promptly fired an
arrow at the eagle, which, although it had found ite mark, did no
serious damage, The eagle had flown off with the arrow but hed
dropped the monkey which they esecured and had brought along,. There
was no doubt about 1ts being our monkey, a8 investigation showed
the wounde from my gun. The enimal proved to be in a very

emacisted condition, due to the presence of numbere of moequito



117.

worns - a species of warble, One of these we found on the
animal's "Adeam's Apple", which, probably due to the monkey

clawing et it with ite hands to relieve the irritation end pain,
had developed into an abscess, This, in all probadbility, effected
the vocal cords and fully accounted for the peculiarity in his

roar when the eagle attacked, and which we had been unable to
under;tnnd. He waes 8o lean and poor that I told the Tarumas to
throw the body away, but, probably on the "waste not, want not"
theory, I noticed the boye roasting the least affected portions

of the snimal later that evening.

The Weiwai led the way downhill, and in an hour or eo, we came
to a lovely creek, a few yarde before which we found a spot theat
had been tleared by some one for our use as & camp, On the far
side of the creek we could catch glimpsee of emoke, &and heard the
usual noise of a considerable number of people in camp. Now and
again we caught glimpees of red bodies flitting through the trees,
and we had the feeling that though we were not seeing much, many
peirs of eyes were watching us, This was the camp of the Chief's
father and his carriers, and almost ae we arrived, Kiwinik moved
over also with his own men,

A bath was indicated, so, while my men made fire, hung the
hammocks and did various other choréa, I went off downetream,
On my return I found Xiwinik had arrived back in our camp with a
fresh supply of food and zn intimation that his father would come
over to meet me a little before sunset, I had had & fair meal
only @& short time before, still I felt I could do with some more
to top off with, Qs I knew once my men got to the food, there
would be nothing left, which proved true, just &e soon a8 ny
lagging carriere came along,

The sun wes well below the tops of the treee and the duek of
evening was rapiﬂiy falling, when Xiwinik errived in our cemp
accompanieé by his father, whom he promptly introduced. A few

slinking figures took up a position along the edge of the cleared
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ground of our cemp, presumably helf a dozen warriors who either
were to form & guard to the Chiefe or had come along out of
curiosity to see the sights,

I wes well versed in the Indian etiquette necessary on meeting
strangers, 8 routine speech that varies but little amonget any of
the Indian tribes, who have little or no contect with ecivilization,
As the visitor; I produced my credentials, - my passport end other
documents, 8o to spealk, I told the Ex-Ohief who I was, where I
came from and for what purpose I was vieiting the Waiwai, the old
man squatting by the fire grunting monosyllebic replies, I epoke
quite a while and then he replied, To my great relief he bade me
welcome, He would receive me in his village - some three days
march ahead - and he would be glad %o do any trade in reeson if I
had the articles of barter thet the tribe was so much in need of,

Saik Teu had been kept busy interpreting, but once I hed got
consent to enter the country, both he and Henry hed to go through
approximately the same ceremony, recounting more or less just what
I had said, and the interview lasted fully & couple of hours in
all,

Kiwinik had received a supply of native beer from the
crouching ettendants in the beckground, ﬁnd had passed around a
calabash of drink from time to time, His father had rolled up
some half dozen cignrettea‘nnd handed one to each of us, so that
their general demeenour was far from hostile, and so far, I had
seen nothing to be afrsid of, or cause alarm,

The Waiwal cigarette is made of home grown tobecco end the
lamineted bark of a forest tree, as is usual amongst all Indie&ns,
but differed greatly in length, It waes at leest one foot long and
the bark was held from unrolling by at least two slender threede
stripped with the nail from the bark and then wound twice round
the cigarette, The two ends were twistea parallel to each other
between the thumb and forefinger, e&nd they twirled up into a knot

on being released,
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The Weiwel were very careful in their method of smoking.,
There were only very gentle and limited movements of the hand that
held the cigarette - only sufficient to bring it 1nt#contact with
the 1lips-or to move it some inches sway to allow npa;e for freedom
of speech,or to exhale the smoke from noetril or mouth, I noticed
the burning end of the cigarette was kept carefully upright when
awaey from the mouth and soon almost an inch of aeh was being
carefully balesnced on the end, Then the cigerette was gently
lowered till the ash wae opposite the mouth when the emoker put
out hie tongue and tipped the free ash on to it, The tongue was
immedieately withdrawn and the ash swallowed, I found out later
that this was their invariable custom, and that probebly due to
the heat of the cigarette, every smoker's tongue was deeply etaine%
much &8 you notice the fingers of meny habitual smokers at honme,
This stain was & derk brown, almost bleck merk, about the size of
a halfpenny, situated in the centre of the tongue a short distence
from the tip. Every Weiwei emokes from boyhood, and I have never
seen & tongue without its stein caused by the ash of cigarettes,
Also T have never seen & Waiwai, even &t & binge or drinking party,
so carelees of cigarette aeh as to drop it on the ground.

The reason for this extreme care ie that an enemy might find
such msh, and use supernatural means to the detriment or death of
the smoker, All Vaiwais ere brothers end friends, and on no
eccount would harm any one, but they attribute greet supernaturel
powers to various tribee around them, particularly the Shelew
Tribe who reside roughly 2 moon's journey due South, &nd who knows
but thet precaution or prevention is better than "beg pardon",even
in the case of & Waiwai,

We were given inetructions &s to where we were to camp on the
journey shead and various directions generally, Finally our
visitors said "Good-night", and moved over to thelr own ceamp,

Qur hammocke were already slung up, Ssik Teu and Henry on either

gide of me, within easy touching dietance, while our Teruma
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porters were slung &t strategic points eround us, This was mostly
Henry's work, who evidently was none too sure thet our welcome wae
genuine, and he wesn't taking any risks, probably more on his own
account than mine, We stoked up the fire to last some houresjy

turned in, end were soon sound eeleep after & hard fatiguing dey,
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