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The earliest map of Fledras Hegras is ofﬁ@ouraﬁiﬁaler's,
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which voughly locates the monuments then Inown, some of the bullde
1nga,and the major topographical features of the céhtral part of
the ecity. In 1220 Dr. Norley published a sketch map to show
jgsgﬁszeglgirvzgyfﬁgts.'én which he numbered a few of the struetures.'
Nelther of these maps made any pretencﬁ ‘to completeness, o ccopt as
to monuments. The impression given by them as to assemblapge is
ineorrect in many particulars and 1t would be best for students of
the older literature to acquire a ntw wendal piceture of the eity
plane |

‘The 1931 Eldridge R. Johnson Expedition of the University
vuseum, Unilversity of Pennsylvania, had the trémendous advantage of
a copy of a third map of the city, made by ir. Oliver G. Ricketson

fw,‘.\uwag\\/@,,;,w- ‘

Jr.A Thia was aupplied to us, éiﬁﬁ@zuith a=§!§;§ﬁaﬁui—-£Lvory
helpful information and advice, by Dr. liorley, and enabled us to
find all the major features in the South, East and Vest Oroups, with
the greatest of esnse. This map was the only one used during the
1931 season. That season, during which we were oonatahtly CrossS=
ing and recrossing the area covered, and élenrlné large areas,
ﬂemcnsbrmtéd the desirabllity of a completely new survey with a
transite. This}waa to show the shapes, heirhts, orientation and

assemblage of all terraces, platforms, mounds and standing structures,



g

, -20

small as well as large, and was to include peripheral areas not

This was about halffcompleted in 1932 by

thus far recorded.
Mr. Fred P. Parris, the Expeditiont's ire iteet, and his work thus

!
@/

far is reproduced in Plates amwd
We have dlsregarded Hlaler's nomenclature as to structures,
and the ten numbers shown on the 1910 Horley sketeh map, in favour

of a block system explained below. Mr. Ricketson numbered the

structures on his plan consecutively from I to XL1X, but that
method is unsuited to a site where several years of work are

contemplated and new units are almost certain to be found in areas

only partially swrveyed. Had that map been published we should, of

course, have followed its numeration.

(except-hitar ¢ )
altars and lintels,has been retained with subsequent discoveries

Maler's numeration of stelse,

+\¢ \YL‘by the ! aruegie Institution and the University MMuseum, numbered in

seguence, 80 that nearly all struetures on the earlier maps can be
identifled on the latest by association of the monuments. A table

showing the equivalent Structure numbers for all three published

maps 18 also placed on the map.

Yie have numbered all mounds and partially standisp bzi%ﬁi?ﬁ$93
Vucv&

ﬂeur'y all bul {dnag.r &xceht tlae Acvopolis polaces and
thus far surveyed., 'hile many more are yet to be surveyed in the

peripheral arecas, we believe few, if any, have cageaped us on the

ieropolis, in the VWest and Past Group Plazas, the South Oroup Court,

the elevated area between the latter and the “ast Oroupd and the

Plagza of Structure Rel. The term "Strueture” is used in a broad

" sense, and we have not hesitated to apply separate numbers to

stairwvays, ete. where thelr séparate identification appears useful.

The system of numération used is a g modification of that

<\L\§d0pted by the Carnegie Institution at Chiehen Itza, where squares

are ldentified by co-ordinate letters and numbers, o&s i-l, and all
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structures within the sguare numbercd in serles, so that the first
mound indiecated in that sguare would be A-l-l, Ve felt that the
presence of two distinet numbers in a designation tends to error

and eonfusion, particularly in making notesi and since we ean cover
the main area with no more than 2§ scuares of reasonable size (200
meters) we have designated thaem by4lettery;y?cr example, K=-5 is the
fifth structure desoribed in Square K, the letter of the sguare
appearing within a circle at tho southwest corner of the square.
there, as im this case, excavation has shown more than one period of
construction, the periods will be further distinguished by numbsring
the structures from the top downward, or, in cases of "horizontal
stratification”, from outside inward, ¥=5 1ndicatgé/ths latest
distingulishable structure for our chosen examplej; K=5-2nd the one
immediately under 1t, and X-5«31d the next earlier, and so on. Ve
cannot number from the bottom up, since we must publish references
vefore all periods are mown. To spinimize the danger of confusion

in using two numbers in a glven designation, we use ordinal numbers

of ‘.‘é".v t {e,-“m‘\ .

for the periods, d

In making the survey lr. Parris adopted a poliey of
methodieally cleaping and sﬁrveying the most important parts of the
central groups first, without hurry end without skimping the
number of points located. Vhille we could not make smalleinterval
contour maps of each mound, every point whiech seemed to have
significance was accurately located horizontally and vertically
" with the transit from a statlion or statlons on one of several
traverses. The schematic representation of Structure R-4, for
example, is based on thirteen accurately located points, and
indicatéé with virtual certainty the presence of a squarish pyramid
with front stalrway only. By refusing to be satlsfied vith what
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easily met the oye, Resevery lir, Farris has made out a falr case
that Structure E=16 is further elaborated by the use of ineset
ecorners. Uhether this prove true or not, we could not have been
sure of even the general orientation of this strueture, without
loeating more than four points at 1ts base. |

Contour lines are of course more a;préximatelg drawn, and
show general slopes but not minor irregularities, of which there
are manye Contowr 1lines may be relfed on, however, to Indicate
gruthfilly the relative base heights of all artifical constructions
shown, t0 within the contour interval. On th34;;§£;;; map, the
intervsl is one meter, but a twoemeter contour interval is the
smallest that can bo shown at the seale here used. Contour lines
"prun under® strugtuires - that is, when a contour line strikesga
mound it stopa, the mound beins represented schematically. The
contours are used primarily to ind&catn‘alopea which we do not yet
wnow are srtifictlal. Particularly alang the river side, large
eontoured areas may contain terraces or mounds, aspeciallytihe
river slde of the Acropolis. Datum, to vhich all elevations may
be referred 18 9.8 meters below the lowest point of the cireular
band of the Saeriflecial Rock. It is approximaté low water at
that polinte.

Bullding plans are bused on taped messurements from at least
two points (usually corners) located with the transit, assuming
for the most part that what appears to be a right-angle corner 1is
one. One exception is the Scuth Croup Ball Court (Structure Re11)
where all 1mpagtant points wére 1loeated with the transit and
checked witg?;ggsuremants. It is felt that in future,richt angles
in ﬁuildlnﬁa should not be assumed. However, mnor eorpections in

ground plans whieh may be necessary on this score would be scarcely
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pereeptible with the scale here used.

Broken lines and hatched portions of groundeplans indicate
probable features now destroyed, or, more usually, those still
buried. We have not made these restorations exceprt where almost
certainly correet, as indicated by the kﬂé@éfp{Q:EQP by the
contours of the debrls covering theme A case in point s Structure
J=12, the soliﬂ black representing excavated features and two or

three: plers projacting above the debris, the rest of the plan being

" wery clearly indinateﬁ by ridges, humps, and assoclated depressions

of the debris as founde.-

The reader should be cautioned apminst supposing th:t all or
many of the mounds shown on the map as flat are mere platforms.
rrobably most of them show some evidence of fallen constructions
on the surface. A close study of these supfaces would amply repay
the labor, but we have not hud time age yet to make it. The
coneentration of the gpound-pluns in the Uest and Tast CGroups is
due to our concentration of work there, plus the mueh better
stat;fﬁreasrvatlon of the Aecropolils "pulaces".

solid lines snd solld black poche.on’actusl ground-plans
tnaleate definitely lnown Peatures, though many walls havé not been
followed to floorelevel.

?inally, ¥r. Parris 1s responsible for the entire map wsth tha
following exceptions. The detalls of Structures O=12, P, ina.
K5 and the lowest stalrway of J=3 are from the notes and drawings
of Ir. Hason, supplemented in the case of Structures =7 and 0«13

M { F=
by sketeh plans and sections made by,Te Epgan-iyer, our englineer

durlng the 1931 season. Deteils of OStructures Je2, J=3, J=20 and

J=23 are largely from plans anc sections by the writer, as are

oeccasional other minor detalls in other parts of the Aeropolise.
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GENERAL DHESCRIPTION

in coming to the eity from Tenosique the traveler will have
noted that he has asecended a limestone plateau area rising to no
great helght above the eoastal piai.n.. He has been picking his
way through the bottoms {often flat and boggy) of narrow irregular
valleys entirely surrounded by limestone nills. The sides are
more Qt? less steep and 1t 1s frequently nesgessary to elimdb over
rocky saddles from one valley to the next. The effect is
mountainous, though the highest hills probably rise little more
than 150 meters abové the lowest adjascent valleys. At Pledras
Hegras; the perpotually swifd current of the Usumacinta has cut
a bed many meters below the ends of tributary valleys, which lead
to its banks on both sides. At low water the river rushes between
eroded masses of bederock and huge boulders. At high water it
rises about 20 meters to the wellemarked vegetation line.

Due to the incompleteness of the map thils broken terrsin
does not there appear elearly. It would be well to bear in mind
that the area northwest of the icropolis is a valley with a
bispfurcated hill on its otier (north-west) side, as high, or higher
than, the Acropolis; that a long flatetopped hill perhaps twlce as
high eurves around benind 3tmot\urj~e‘;a ’{K~5 and O=13, though it 1s
indiecated on the map by only the Mm eoutours. The South CGroup
as shown, is bounded at the south on the map only by a sharply
descending bank, artifiecally re-formed, but this is only the
northerly side of laler's "Transverse valley", the southerly side
being formed by & steep though not espeeially high hill.

SHvuctore3

The high 111l behind K-5 and 0-13, and another {(of £ the Aéap)
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whicb_bounds the valley of the South-East CGroup, are narrow,

perfectly flat-topped mesas presumably repregenting an original
lime-stone plain at this level. The 1awer}ggé; examined have bceeu
eroded to irresular forms. The sides of}all abound in vertiecal

or over-hanging eliffs, meny of considerable size, and extremely

large fallen blogﬁ:;?f stone are common on the talus slopess Nuwm bers of
frue caves mustAgbuuﬁn, and if (searched for methodically could be
found. .

It should be noted that while on a map of the region access
to the outside world - the coast plain to the north - aprears
easy by water, modern,and almost certainly anclent,river traffic
is absolutely cut off by impasssble rapids below the'city.

Upstream, howeéer, the raplds are passable for duge-outs, at least
in the dry season, and direet river comnection with extensive

' dfainage areas to the south, southeeast and saq&?-west may have
been maintalned in ancient times. Overland eomm;;;;Qtlon when the
region was densely populated was prebaﬁly much easier than at
praéent.' The present great obstacles are vegetation and, in the
rainy séaaon, mud, rather than the hills.

Nearly all of the area under consideratiom has been bullt
upon, terraced, or leveled off. ie know that fllling was largely
restbred to for leveling and terracing, but there may have been
some removal of rock as well. There is plenty ci evidence that
the main groups were originaily masses of bed-rock and tolus, with
l1ittle or no subsoil. ~m{?

As used here a "court" is a nearly level area, more or iess
reetangular, and more or less surrounded by mounds or buildings. A

"plaza" is also approximately level, but it mey depart much more

from the rectangular form; it tends to be larger, and more often
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contains structures built within it as well as around its sides.
Both are, in: fﬁ@fff,§1?2§5f?ﬁizufififi°1“11y leveled.

The heights,mentioned in the text are usually to the last
whole meter; 1.e., a recorded height of 13.19 or 13.91 meters is
called 1§p;etefa. This avoids a false impression of great
éxactitude. really meaningless in many cases, sueh as the top of
a mound of debris. ?laza and court dimensions are also approximate.
They vary with the pointé\selecﬁed for measurement.

In using the terms "left" and "right", unless the context
plainly indicates otherwise, we mean“the left or right of a

structural unit, not of the observer. That is, if the observer

stands facing the front of a structure, the left side of the
structure (left in the text) is on his right. Use of left or right

of the observer, natural at any one position, is felt to lead to

confusion, as he sometimes looks toward and sometimes away from
the structure belng examined.

The site selected for the prineipal groups (exeept the
écropolia? is in a large poeket in the hills, open toward the
river, its elevated surface devoid of major heights but by no means
level, being highor toward the east than near the river, and higher
at the north than at the south. ItAFQ“ b&pfuraated by tha ravine
between the South and Vest Groups, which, with other valleys, makes
the site of the South Oroup a tongue of land ending at the south.

To expand beyond this pocket it was necessary to terrace and
surmount the enclosing hills, follow the valleys, or eross the
river, Ve know that the first two expedients were adopted, and
have an as vet unverified reports from workmen sent to explore that
there are mounds across the river,

The important thing to remember is that the genernl lay-out of



-9-

the eity was largely controlled by the broken terrain and could
not expand according to any abstract plan; but that within the
pocket there is no topographical feature now visivle which would
have prevantodlorientatian of structures to the eardinal points.
It would have been more difficult but apparently quite'puaalble

to s0 orientate whole courts if their dimensions were changed, énd
the present dlmensions are obviously diectated in general by the

G%he general prineiples followed seem to have been to

tdpographg.
place gtruetures at the edges of ravines and valleys, gaining a

falia appearance of height when seen from the rearjg to build them
against hillsides, gaining actual helght with a minimum of labor;

and orientating the remaining frqp»atanding structures arouﬁd more

or less rectangular eocurts and plmzas, the pgeneral orientations

of which were alrendy determined by locations on the edres of
depressions and agﬁlnst hillsides, It should be noted,however, that
mogt courts and plaras are as large as the natural terrain at present
visible will permit, and thelr actuxl shape may have been determined

to a greater extent than is now mown, by contours now hidden.

The eity as known falla 1nto five gneral groups, in the main

'f‘z ‘M“J' wce ol terran obhsars rathey Yclen B on Mhat P;h and SEcTIOoMS.

deter  ined by the te:raln. North of the uoropaltn is what we
provisionally eall the Horthwest CGroup. We do not label it on the
map beeause only part of 1t has been investipgited, and less has been
mapped. TFurther investigation in comneeting valleys may recuire a
modified nomenclature. Structure J«20 fronts on the plaza of this
Oroup.

The Yest froup lies almost entirely in Squares J and K, and
ineludes the Aeropolis and its three eourta gf long "palaces". It

he terraim,

is very much cut off from the Northwest Graup by- 134
great-—difference—in-elevation, its maln plasa belng very much higherp




Prom the 7est Oroup terraces and stoirways lead down to the
Fast Croup, which lies for the most pmrt in Squares 0 and P.
A gentle rise snd fall saparata the South and the Rast

on this qhaﬂ*‘( 2levation, 010?% at cither Fwttz a‘:;cir‘

Greups.kaZGh are comnected by a broad open apace :

((We refer o +hic as & vgvf}daf* ,’H\E +erom b{;m Amgrg[y_pmg of Ccmm!ﬁ:))i ne e o .
vegluning in the southerly part of Square O.AMost of the South
group may be seen on the map in Squares R and U. It is still above

e
surrounding valley levels, the Plazas of laumhpgast and%$outh Groupf
being at aprroximately equal elevatlonl.
Te the east of both, South and ast Gwoupfria a valley entirely

filled with relatively low mounds and terraces, 4 almost entirely

" unsurveved. This, like the Jorthwest Oroup, has not been laﬁelad

on the map,pending further investipgation.s It lies in Squares Py, B
and V and is provisionally named the southeast Oroup, but may later
recuire subdivision. Tt is eornected with Rast end South Oroups
by terracea and stairways, and the Tteayr slopes of three pyramids.

For the benifit of actual visitors, we may add that the trall
from Tenosique to El Cayo {n Maler's day passed through low mounds
of the Northwest Croup in the easterly part of Sguare E and thence
up a rising valley behind the hill to the rear of Structures Ke5
and O=-13; after climbing a saddle ( apparently marked by a platfcrm)
1t des@ended into and through the valley of the Southeast §géé{;n3
passins through a welter of low mounds in that valleyargtnally b
r@aohing the great Celba tree, which still stands.

ginee 1031, this traill bears risht tnstead of left from the
above mentioned begimning point and ascends to the West Oroup
rlaza; thence paaées between Structures K=5 and K-8, descends
northesst of Structure ¥=2 to the East Group Plagza, and leaves the
latter by passing between Structures 0=12 and P=63 from here 1t

doscends a short distance in a southerly direetion and rejoins the
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original trail. This new route is likely to be permanent, and

every traveler will pass through four of the five main groups of

the city. But unless he leaves the trail and euts some dbush he

very likely will be unaware of 1it.

)
s

DETAILED DESCRIPTICN

The South Group

This deseription is framed on a hypothetieal walk through

_the knowm portions of the ecity, begimnning at the Saerifical Rock
" i{n the river bed southwest of the South Group. Here in the South

fd

Group are the oldest monuments; here is the best place for a small °
party to camp; and here is the only monument (The saerifical Roeck)

which in future will not be hidden by vegetation. If the latter is

3 E Toe

below water (as it is during much of ths rainy season) the

prominent high sand bank behind it will make its approximate location

N

< ° > s 0 i
& ,¢w”’"“"l About 425 meters down stream from the Saerificial Roek are

8% ]
4 oas

some interesting geometrical patteéE cut in broad shallow lines
on the tilted flat surface of a rock-ledge in the stream bed.
The designs are badly weathered and identifisble with difficulty.
They cover several square meters of rock. The designs seem to Dbe
Iimited to spirals. : ’

Returning to thé Sacrifi%}l Roek and ascending the high sand
bank aﬁ a point about 31 degrees east of magnetic north (with the

rock as starting point) and elimbing beyond we come onto a more or

less flat=topped tongue of land in the northwest corner of Square

U (see the map). Traversing this in the same direetion, we strike

at an angle the ruins of a terrace, two or three meters high, wieh—
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which marks the southwesterly limit of the irrepular plaza of
structure Rele We ascend the terrace and almost fmmediately
run into Strueture U-l, a small sqqariah mound set on the edpge
of tho terrace. Its top is about 1 meter above the plaza of
b

Structure R-1 to whiech we have just oligpd.

we should here pause to remark that the lower area which ve
have just traversed and left behind contains many interesting low .
mounds noi as yet eurvaysd, and on it the wood-cutters who
discovered the eity made their camp, left tin cmns and bottles,

e have left t there leanin uaunuricfrsz
and also Lintel 6, which they carried there for a table. The
level of this area is from 20 to 22 meters above the Sacrifieclal
Roek, and the plaza is 3 to 4 meters higher,

avimY beem
This plaza may be piletured amAin general ractangular, about
80 by 50 meters, with its long axls running from southwest to north-

+zr /
east, bat with its northwesterly guartér, entirely blotted out by

A

the great high platform of Structurcs =2, R=3 and Re4. Whether
the plaza was in fact oripginally reetangmlar, and later encroached
upon, is of course snother matter. Structure R-l is the only
major pyramid with such an unsatisfaetory front yard. The
encroaching platform, opposite, about 45 by 60 meters, rises 5,00
meters above this lower plaza, maintaining an equal or greater
height along the entire rear and both endss it 1is only 1l.50 meters
above the South Oroup Court, where bed rock occurs within a meter
below the surface. Huch of the platform must be artifieal, but
culte possibly mueh is a projecting tongue of natural rock
onrrea;ondinq to the lower contoura to the west and south.

The plaza is defined by the platform; by terraces rising from
it (at the northeast); by terraces falling away from 1t and by the

long low platform of the low mound U2, resting on the lower of its
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two levels. S e s \

The higher portion, is possibly a separate unit. Stru#ture
U=4 on the opposite side 18 2lso a low mounde Structure UQ3 next
1t, but facing northeast, is a rulned stone building (wall Bhowing)
on a highar platform, with a central prajeetien, apparently not a
ruined stone stalrway. The debris glves a faint sugpestion that
amall stalrways were placed arainst the sides of this profection.
Structure U0 is a tiny projéction of the Plaza,&latrorm.

Structure Fe=1l at the northcast corner of the plaza is the first
true pyramid eneountereds There is uncertain evidence of a ruined
temple at the top, 12,00 meters above the plaza and 26,00 meters
above the valley floor to the rear, from vhich it is cuite imposing.
The debris indicates that the rvaf side terraces reached well down
into the wvalley.

is we proceed we shall see that every large pyramid of the
eity has a broad usually 1ow terrace along its base at tha frant,
and that, except in the cace of Structure 013, possibly the 1ateat,
the agntral front stailrway descends to this terrace rather than to
the plaga or court level.

Structure R=-1 is no exeeption, but instead of a short additional
central stairway from terrace to plaza, th®re appears to be a
profection of the terrace itself, like that of Structure Ueo
Stela 28 lies on the around in front of the terrace.

the southwe steely port of

Southeast and northwesat of”the plaza arec two systems of broad

low terraces, descending in the one case toward the Valley of the

Southe~st Oroup and Maler's Transverse Valley, and in the other case

toward the river. Only parts of these areas have been explored, but

they contain extremely interestins small mounds. Structures U-4,

Strectures
U=5 and U=7 appear to be low platform moundsj ; U-8 and U=8 are puzze

1ing tiny mounds about 1.00 meter high. The (eiba tree southeast of
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U-7 18 the one mentioned by laler.

walking straisht out from the center of Rel to avold petting
lost in the bush, we soon are stopped by the high platform already
déseribved, then turn right and follow it a few meters to its north-
easterly corner, olimbing 2,75 meters to the South “roup Court as
we do so. This court is nearly square {about 60 meters on a side)
and servesfive true pyramids, facing it from three sides. Turning

I fVOMTJ
left, we follow the platform to the megalithic etatrwaghof Sgrueture

// R-S.ézﬁh-a is one of five stairways of a speeial type thus far
/

identified. Four steps, formed of very large cut stones, one course
to s riser, lead to a shallow platféim projecting from the main
platformes Th's projection i3 wider than the steps, gtﬁinp the effect
of shoulders on either sides Such stalirways are in each case low,
and much wider them dsep. In this ecase, and probably in all, the
great stones for the steps are so cut that the riser is battered
(slqpés back) and the tread is sloping, rising markedly from front
to rear, In every kuown case but this ane; the structure to be

( baet oF the v  Om
reached is higher than the megalith!G*otatrway. the two other

excavated examples, fabricated stalrways legd to the higher level

. from the rear of the platform forming the shoulders.

In 1ine with the stalrway is S8tructure Re3, and on fts right,

 Structure Re2. The latter was partially eleared. It is a stone=-

walled platform 1.50 meteﬁshigh, with ecentral front stair&ay
rising between heavy balustrades or, more probably, rectansular
masses with lével tops flush with the platform. The walls were
nicely desimmed with a series of mouldings, the bottom one curved
in seetion, with a speclalized cut stone to carry it around the
corner. Very low ruined éalls on the top appear to be traces of

a small chambeyr constructed, for the rost part, of perishable
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materialse. In the plaster floor (not under it) sbutting the
northwesterly sida'at the base of the platform, and near the front
ecorner, was a burial, without ornaments and without grave structure
exeept for a slab set across stones and eovering the heads The
body was prone, close to the wall, head to the southwest.
Imnedlately to the ndrthwest is Structure Re3, a pyranid,
probably better preserved than any other at the e¢ity. The top was
{nvestipated and most of the front and dldes were cleared. There
are apbarently four terraces, the lover three being perfectly
elear. Thelr batterred retalaing walls are panpelled and further
/ elaborated by broad x}rimyary and secondary central profections
or offsets, as sugpested on the plan. Cwmrs are rounded, with a
ourve of long radius, formed of non-speclalized Llocks. "If the
of fsots were deever, the corners would be "inset" in the usual
8eNsc,
memains of an almost completely dlsrupted stone struecture
on top indicate but do not satisfuctorily prove that it supported
a small rectangular temple with two central doorways, spanned by
massive stone lintels, carved with glyphs on the under side, in
o / early style. One, {Lintel 117; badly shattered and scaled off, w:s :
found in the rign‘,{(east) doorway and now lles in the supposed chamber.

At s
pyranid, was the othax;: vWe seem to have here a combination of .

_ ,© e belleve that Stela 29, removed by Haler from the top of this
X
sculptured stone lintels and rcof of perishable materials, for
there was insufficient debris for a fallen vault, and the flat
' alamost en 'Y\f“Y #
/ slabs forming all known vaults at t;hta city were, abaent. The floor N“,’

K&ll’ ly eglindrical 3tome, ghametirolrnDL0 o, |gamyrh abost 307

of the sup‘g osed temple was 0,42 meters above the eourt.]lsmla 4z
(;ﬂam) lws on the southeasterly slope, &&u%%e eentral line.

Stels 44 (pl»ain) stands in an excavation at the northwesterly
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/e On the narﬁhwaaterlv side of the eourt is Strueture H=-5, its

mled

corner, leaning against Structure k4. It was found higher up on
the northwesterly slope of R=3, near this corner. A floor burial,
similar to that fust deseribed, was found in the ancle between the
loﬁest terrace and the southeasterly stalrway retaining wall.

Jarred close amainst 1ts left flank is Strueture R=4, a larger
pyramid with 1ts top 14,00 meters above the court. The debris
indlaéteffé sinfle front central stalrway. On the platform in front
of the statrway now lie Stela 30, and a few meters to the southeast,

ow the top of The pyve ™. Y
stelae 31 and 20. Bugh treaQAmﬂxa it impeaaible to say as yet

Curns
whether there waa a stone temple or not, despite H&?"-n excavations.
S owds Criie
top 13.00 meters above the courte The debris 1nd2aasgﬁ a single
gentral stalrway desecending to the typieal broad terrace at the baseq

(_Yowest Tevronct e 0 oo
This is pecullar tawhawing.an inset portion at the center instead

A
of the profection noticed on Rel. 4lso it secms to run back on both
sides and possibly around the Tosrs Waler found Lintel 4 on this
pyramid. It is now enroute to Guatamaié Qity. The debris at the
top %;'more gatiafactory than usual and plveg some reason for
postulsting a one-room temple with three front ﬁOOrﬁavs. rother than
a single doorwny as restored by Haler. .

On and in frant of thiogfgzﬁgi 1te Stelase 38, 34, 35, =nd 3Ve~d4C.

stela 46 1s part of a carvedkcylindriaa1 gstone very similar o
Stela 2, and wi=teh hasibcen ecalled an altar heretofore. ,nctwerfarac
V%@éﬁ@‘hf the same form, and probubly belonging to {t, lies near the
left end of the platform, but ehe attempt to Eit-them togothoy has
not vet been made. Stela 33, which lay between Stelae 34 =nd 35, and
3tela 35, between Stelae 35 and 37,are now enroute to Guntemala City.
The left uppor corner of Stela 30 was exoavated by Dr. Hor1ey'

Gt Stk K- § (otlcy
party in the space b@twaen thig - tructurc and Structure R~6, a low
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mound immediately to the northeast.
On the oprosite side of the Cour’h are pyramids Re® smd Rell,

The latter conforms to the type alzmady deseribed, but te low
O the platfovn is a /o,

front terrace extends several meters to its left, as a platforme. #r <4

of the Pyra’mv'
The top,appeers to have supported = ruined temple, K the small mound

of which 1is B.00 meters above the court.
.::tr*ucture Fe®. 13 puzzling, for the debris :rive(é very little
o\
indieationof a main atalrway at the front or mywhem else. It

9.
//hna a smel) mound on top (ﬁ.on meters above the court), and the

usual broad terrage 4t the base, with what looks like a ruined

stairwéy connecting the latter with the courte At its left the

terrace merges 1nto A sligﬁtly higher platforme!ike construction,

extending beyond tha pvraM£d B0 the left. Tt 1s now apparent

that wh%ig a broad)frant terrsce is almost universal with large
51 Hidve, /

pyranids heee, {ts forms are various.

stelae 24, 25, and 26 1lie in the ecourt close to the terrace
of Ruign and Stela 27 is in a similar poaiuion before R=-10. laler
did not realize that Structures R-2 and R-lnggé separate units,
and assimed all four stelae to the same strunture;

A 1oﬁg~Léahaped platform 5.00 meters high when viewed from
the ecourt, bounds it on the northeast. This aprarently consists
of two units, the relation of which can best be studied on’the
planji:ﬁz;d;:y not have been a tuilding, but it is approached by
a megalithic stalrway of the type already deseribed and the
surface is covered with étcne debris. Here, as evefywhere in the

ﬁouth &'oup, one gains the uncertiin impression that we-are deal-

Lngsn-i-th ruins of stone-walled bul notn’ stone-valllted bulldings. 1In

‘M\w t’\o‘f o'v\"'OY S+vvdvvg R=-3, )
this case, as 1in an axee s across the t‘ourt, the

ds
megalithle 3ta1rway% onl;y to a terrace or "landing",

g,,»f.\'
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from the rear of which, in the two excavated examples, at least,
fabricated steps léad to higher levels.

The megalithie statrway seems to call for the postulation
that Structure R=7 faced southwest, while R=8, at a slightly
higher elevation, may have been entered from the same direction,
from the southeast, o;%ﬁbth, according to one's interpretation of
sugrestive but uncertain debris contours. The two together o@tlino
two sides of the southern fleld of the South Grouﬁ Ball Court,
whieh we may now entor from the top of Re7. The fleld 1s 3.60 meters
above the South Group Court, but about 2,00 meters below the

y/fggéggﬂor”/g; the northwest.
T™he floor of the whole of this fleld, southwest of the twin

7// Ball Court Structures Rell a & b,except under a few trees, was
The structures also have been rather thoroughly

skinned off,
£
. ” eleared, thelr ends and Qgg%r sides entirely so. The debris from
/i these excavations(isbollected ¥ guadvangular
€315 = - 3 ,

. anyst mot \oberhe misteen for)
£ “%&Qé%" lyinz on the field, whAleh,asme-=et aboriginal conatructionse A
\;< number ot These walled moungs dic \» oFher parts of the ity and we hope they wil not b*
" There 1is anotherp}q the northern field, as well as leass welledefined

stone or woodiv

by : .
4 Cahfu.nac,/ % Futere /);r;g)‘d,'ro,.:

‘ ,
piles of debris, resulting from completely clesring the alley
between the struetures and a broad strip ad'olining them in the

northerly fleld.

5 1 This court agrees with the 0ld Empire type friginally
. - _
{dentified Ly Blom

“Qﬂ”ﬂﬂ‘ﬂnﬂu,--“-""“‘””‘---Q-'-'

«/'_,,«*ma.m. 1930, pp 1.7 o)

.’*”O“ﬂﬂ"‘ﬂﬂ‘““mﬂ“-‘nﬂ--‘.ﬂﬂ’n-“ﬂ.

in every essential respect. e huve the broad low platforus faeing

rhevr
the alley}withaslaping sides; the sloping maln walls, without astone
ringss and the threa'grumashaped stones set in the middle of the
S oMEgS

alley. The other twunon'the.platfarma, found by the Carnegle



7

=19«

Expeditidh»at Yaxehilan, whose exarple set us to work here, are
absent. The rain sloping walls are faced with stone slabs, as
are the bLases of the platforms. The surface of the tops and uprer
part of the slopes of the platfofma, however, is of concretc. The
tops of both structures were covered with debris of slight depth,
entirely disrupteﬁ. The paralielogram plan of both structures was
carefully datermlnqa by measurements ané location of many points
with the transite |
vary close o

iet .tnto te sloping main surface of Rullua, -mepy the center,
was a heavy stone which probably is an smeient stela, here reused
{(stela 45). It is 1.92 meters long. «47 reters wide and 17 meters
thick, and very siipghtly rounded at the top. Sides, top and back
are niéaly tooled, the front (uprer) surface showlng vestipes of
glyphs near the bottom in very low fiat relief, with irremlar oute
1ines. It has been designated Stela 45 und remains in position.:
Similarly let into the sloping wall of the \opposite structure, also

slightly c@r eenter, is a worked stone}ﬁ? meters by .Qq@eters amd 10 metos

gjrf ﬂncK;,ﬂwlth bcldly rounded top. It may have been carved on
the upper surface, but this ls undertaine. Both the southern and
northern drums or tyapkers" in the alley show faint but certain
traces of carving on the tops, ineludins glyphs In cireular bunds
, ¢
at the peripherye They have been dislgnated Misee%ﬂnsoua Insceribed
stones 4 and 5, respectively, and remain in approximate position.
The stone in the center is entirely weathered, if it ever vas
carved.
‘)lur*‘ e

tairwa; lied to the top of Pl len fraw the rear or northwest
side. we 4 , sure thot Relled hacﬂ_ Wﬁﬂ gorroesponding
stalrwaye.

A k-
The southern playing fileld 1s e closed by Structures Re7 anq‘a.
O '“a‘ 3
and, on the northwest, by(low‘terraae ret ining the higher ground in



e

'that direction. The northern field s bounded by a continuation of

this terrace, and by the unprotected edpd of the high platform
bu11ﬁ71n part to form it. A bench 50 cms. high i3 a ccnstanﬁ feature
of Structures Re7 and E»Si and:th@ northwesterly terraces, whoere
eoryer e gt e e e R e

The puzzling Structure Rel12 leads away from the corner of
Rell-b at an angles Both sides, though badly ruined, appear to
consist of double vertleally-walled terraces. This Quna into e
rear copnérjaf Structure R=-13, a tiny one~rcomed chamber, fas indlcated
by the éebria7)set ona squarish platforme The eentr:l part of the
front of thgﬁfgkhzgéet, somewhat like that of R-8, The platform is
only about 1,00 metre ﬁigh{ at its highest point; A massive plain |
stone lintel lles in the amrm?f:“

Pagsing beyond the front of this we come to Structure Rel4,
supported on a large platform bullt out into the valley to the
gouthe st. The ﬁtruetur@ is now a veetangular mound, about 20 meters
long. Apparently it faced to the southeast, as a profectings mass
of debris suggests a stélrway leading 7,00 meters down from 1t into
what we are for the present calling the $outhaaét Group.

Rétracing our steps across the northern field of the ballecourt,
and climbing its bounﬁaryﬁterraée a few meters beyond the point where
it Pegins to bend to the north, we will hardly fa1l to find the two
low platforma>ﬁ-15 and O=1, although they are only about .50 meters

high. These bound on one side a sort of a corridor connecting the

" South Croup Court and the HEast Croup Plaza. However, we sare not

done with what we sre still calling the South Oroup. To avold metting
lost ( unless thils area is cleared) it would be well to o to the
southerly end of R~15, and then, compass in hand, make a bee-line due

west over the flat surfaece for Structure R-16, the larpest frees
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standing pyr:mid of the eity. The ecorner of this should be,
encountered after asbout 40 meters.

sgructure R-16 conforms to type,. apparently having'a graoat
.eentrml stalrease losding down the front to a broad low front platform.
i8 might perhsps by now be expected, the platform dlffers from all
the othars ¢hus far encountered, its chief distinetion in this case
being that 1ts _retaloing walls have little relation to the pyranids
The northarnlnortion 1ines up with Structure O=2 to its 1g¥2 and Vh'f*”f*5
Re=15 anfl O«1 on the cpposits side of the corridor. The southern
portion M%uw?p w-l-t-txt:‘w ballecourt mém‘ft%‘iwu?e"‘ﬁ.%”) *

A

oprosite. Uossibly the terrace oontii??f-arﬂund the pyramidts right

 slde. This 1s the oﬂiy pyramld wex lower front terrace does nobt
irun at le st approximately papallel with the front of the pyramid.'

e orilentation of the tern 1s\itsels peculiar. It faces
_ Corva st 4. Vs
southeast, and this arienﬁatian agrées only in the mest general vway
"M’n{ ooy

with anvthing in the vtcinity, houﬁh’theﬁe 1s no apparent feature
of the terrain which could have &atcrwined its orientatlon.
Fossibly it 1is atpniftcant that 1te medial axia‘ front to rear, »
1f prolonpged sufficlently, would probably cam@ elase to striking
struatuuﬁ J=23, at the very top of the aropblga.

The eonfiguration of the debris suggests, Fbut doea not establish)
deeply inset corners.. apparently there was a_stcna temple on the
top. The present helrht is 18,00 meters above the front terrace,
whieh in turn is from .70 to 4.50 meters above the eround in front,
whigh slopes toward the southwest azéié?;uﬂtura ReHe. Stela 41 lies
on the front terrace, to the south. :

Passing alongz the terraece to the north we immedlately

encounter the stalrway and platform of Structure 0-2, the rlatform

at the front belng about 2,00 meters high. The plan of thls stalrway,
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particularly the faoet that its first r11§§€ gg;g%ds cady-part way
uwp the height to be reached and to a subsidlary terrace extending
to form shoulders on elther side, raises the susplcion that it is
megalithie, like the five others of this plan thus fur observed.
H0wevwr§ﬁignhns noS»%aen cleareds The ruln of structure 0-2 itself
&1awahewn as a mere mound,about 1,00 meter high. is a maﬁtar of fact
tz;?hgzﬁiglaarly by a serles of depressions thatkiéiébgggihgé s%gﬁ’-
walled chambers.

ﬁeacending the sta&rwgy, we pass northward about 22,00 meters
along a low mound profecting from it {Strueture OwZe-a), and. furn
left around it into a small court. This court departs conaiderably
from a-quadrangular form, This is apparently caused by a desire to

rwl,m) s

line up Structure O-Z-a with the mounds on the e%her~side of the
Wwe So P(Aexc boceranen ¢ n— C“twf fr AL «,Z'

corridor, which, in tur : #?egKth@ terrxin.
The court is small, about £5.00 by 30.02 meters.

Strueture 0-3, on the southerly side, aprears from the debris
to huveagzggkaﬂamall single chamber with one doorway. It ia placed
on an irregular platform which itself lies on another, extending
out from the rear of O=-2, The total helght above the court is
about 2.00 meters. On the westerly side is Stracture 0-4, on a
- lower platform built out from the court proper to hold it. Ve
eleared the space in front of its single front doorway to fully
expose a massive plain stone lintel, broken in two but still hang-
ing in the doorways. This was a stonee-walled bullding, but whether
' stone-vaulted, excavations were insufficient to determine. It is
fairly certain that the jJambs had not 5@ displaced.s At the
remaining tops they were 25 ems. Tarther apart than =t a point
neay £he bottom, 1.00 meter below, Thmt is, a doorway wider at
the top than at the bottom 1is plalnly indicated. Structure 0-5 is
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a low mound bounding the northerly side, about which we ean say
little at present. : '

On the upper slopes of the ravine northwest of this court we
have identified two or three broad platforms, and one low mound or
platform, Structure 0-6. Ve should state here that there are very
probably a number of such terraces and mounds all alonp this slope,

///behlnﬁ this caur%iigg;uctures R=16 and ReB, and very possibly

/
e

gonneeting with siwilar constructions south snd west of Structure Re4.
We have now made the circult of wi.at we have called the South
A/ Groupe It haaiaertaln natural unity in that 1t lies on un

elevated tongue of land surrounded by the river, a ravine, Naler's
Transverse Valley and the Valley of the Southeast Croup (with which
Group, however, it 15 elosely connected)s Architecturally it is
characterized by freecestanding pyramida,-wlth variously formed lower
front terraces which are relatively lowg by the nearly complete
absence of any standing walls wvisible wtthnut excavationy by the

./ absence of any visible vestigpa of étone vaults (whieh may vet be
found, however); and by masonry, where uncovered, which mikes use
of larger blocks than are common in the other groups.

Leaving Structure O-5, and passing along the edpe of a gentle
slope to the left, we come to Structure 0=7, about 27,00 meters
distont. Thqse two mark ﬂggiégtrance QL the corridor between the
Tast andngouth Sraup’ﬁ The former;(Structure O-SQJprobably faces
southwest on the small court; Structure 0-7 seems to Tace north-
eaat onto the Fast Group Plaza and has therefore boen assimed to

that group, though possibly incorrectly.

East Oroup

Structure C-7 which waa'claafed,ia a low platform mound, aprarently

actually asecended by a small stailrway on the rirht of what we are



ealling its rear. -To the left of this rather uncertain stairway,
seven drum-shaped altars; are ranged apainst the base of the
vertical wall of ihe platforme They are about 50 cms. in diameter,
but vary from 24 to 30 cms. in height. The top of the rectangular
platform itself 1s divided intq two levels, connected by a single
step, the lower 1s$;iW};éing;§ﬁs gr;a; byramid Q=13 across the plazae.
There was certainly no stalrway on this side. .long the rear of the
top, badly disrupted by trees, was a low broad 2171, snd a centrallye
placed stone cist or altar projected from it. Seattered in two
groups on the platform were the remains of 14 additional drumeshaped
altars, nd parts of 4 more were found seattered on the slopes in
front of ahd to the right of the platform, making a !mown total of
18 found on or probably fallen from the platform itself. Diameters
of these are identicsl with those of the group of 7 at the rear, but
the heipghts vary from 20 to 40 cms, Only one of the 25 altars showed
some uncertaln evidence of having been carvéd. Those not too badly
weathered showed that they "ad been very nicely tooled. Necedless to
say these altars make this platform extremely interesting. in
orig&nﬁl'@usp;nicn that: they vere dirums from falliep 2olumns was
entirely dispeliled by the excavations.

~ Within the higher prrt of the top, but more or 1less on the
surface, a system of small econnecting slab ecists had been built, within
one of which was carefully erected a small welle-worked stone shaft,
measuring 11 by 13 by 24 cms. The back of this cilst was one of the
altars set on edge, apparently dating the e¢ists as bullt after the
altars were scattered in confusion.

The helght of this platform renders it rather imposing from the

front and right side, where the ground is lower. At the rear it tqﬁut

1.00 meter above the surface.
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Paustnp a little south of east from “ere we enter a small
plaza»ltke cul=de-sac in and around which are grouped four 1ow
mounds or platforms, Structures 0-8, 0=9, 0«10 and 0-11, with mhe
left side of Pyramid 0-12 to.tha northeast. Beyond Structures 0—10
and O=ll are Structures P-1l and P-2, the first a tiny squarish moubd,
the other a relatively long rectangulur one. Both appear to be
ruins of stone buildin~cs of some ktnd.‘ They are ?et near Fha ends
of a very large platform projecting into the valée;;uigg*gééat
eastern slope of which may have been a atalrway. Compare this
b?? arrangement with Otructures K=1, K«2 and X3 in Square ¥, where we

know XeZ2 was a great broad stairway.

From Pel we may conveniently po around to the front of Pyramid

0-12. Thils conforms to the gemeral type, having had a single front
stairway le«ding to a broad terrace at the base. In this case
there are two terraces, one lower and in front of the other,
obviously an adaptation to the terrain, which slopes from the
pyramidts left to its right. Beth terraces runvparallel to the
front of the pyramid. The front slope was cleared considerably
in a search for lintels, which were not found. The lowest steps
were intact in some places, with hurd plaster on the adjacent
portions of the upper of the two terraces. The inside of the temple
was cleared, ﬁevealingAa sinple-room temple with three front
doorwayse A narrow sill, hardly a bench,ram along the rear wall on
the inside. The width of the room, including this sill, was 1.80
"meters. wWalls varied from 1.10 meters (front) to 1.50 meters (rear)
in thlckneas; The roof was probably a stone vault, thoupgh the
evidence for this faot was not recorded.
The temple floor is 17,00 meters above the level portion of the
plaza in front of Structure 0-13., it this hglaht 1t commanded -em
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- an exce'lent view over the West Opoup PlazasSto the Aieropolis,
which it in pgeneral faces. Ite rear shares wlth three pyramids
of the South Oroup an imposing position with reference to the.
largely unmapped Southeast (roupe. Like those pyramids it backs
‘arainst a natural depression, thus gaining added height., Its
orientation seems to be independent of the terrain.

stela £2 lies on the upper front terrace near the northe-

Y easterly endg- Stela 23 1les much father to the front, on the

v/ gsntly sloping plaza surface, and about opposite the eenﬁer‘of\the

pyramid. '

Passing around this major pyramid on the slichtly falling
plaza floor we come to Structure P-6, which completes the south-
eagtern boundary of the plaza. This is 4 long rectanmular ruin,
>ép§aﬁbﬁtiy of a .stone building, wlthout visible evidence of stone
vaults. It is set on a large rerraced platform projecting from
the natural hillside at its right. It is approached by two fliphts
of stairs, a little to the left of 1ts eenter. The lower flight,
risine to the lower terrace, is a typical megalithic stairway,
with flanking shoulders.

The lower terrace turns an inside cormer at the north and
thence probably ran in front of strﬁctnne P=7. This is Maler's
carefully dﬁawn "Temple of the Eight Chambers®s It was gﬁggfmgﬁ?-
Pra §£§rdf)?f;%vatad, and it is necessary to cut his number of,chambers
Aﬂi/ }j feyeism®, The sanctuary is approached by a depressed passage. There
3"W“ s 48 a reetangulnr masonry altarf in each of the rear rooms. Orest

ri quantitias of potsherds inecluding afaarzi Uloa Valley polychrome
¢/ type, were fognd with&n the aaqtuary altar. There is some evidence

,“M ~>

that the ﬂbur surrounding chambers are 1at@r constructions, the
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the eentral shrine showing eornices and ntchea on the outslde walls,
Upossitly the base of a veof-comb, )

and the base of a possible four-sided vault b= 4‘) on top. The

vaults of the outside rooms spring at J.20 neters abova the floore.

A comparison of the great size of complete vaults rqfnired to span
such wide rooms (3.75 meters) with the relatively small amount of
debris in the rooms; ralses the question whether they may not have
been capped wlth long beams Instead of the usual- cap-stones. The
walls avarﬁ%&jﬁﬁ eus, in thickness. The shrine is beautifully
vaulted, the vaults, made of thin slabs, sloping in from four sides.
The spring of these vaults 1s only 75 oms. above the latest floor,
This structure backs against a high hill. Because of its
gentral shrine room and rear altars it would seem to have been a
temple, though its outer rooms, from their size, are more suitable
than any other vaulted structures in the clty for residence, and
the temple is only 3.50 meters above the plaza in front of it.
Passing northwest along the edge of the plaza, defined by the
nill, the lower slope of whlch is probably terraced, we come to
Structure 0-13. This might perhaps be termed a "false pyramid"
since it is built against the steeply sloping hill, standing free
from it only at the top. It attalns full height only at the front.
From the point of view of seulptursl embellishment 1t 1s one of
the great templxs of the whole Maya area. Lintel 1, and the fragment

at Cambd l’uﬂ’C
of Ilntel 2, both now in the Peabody Huseum, and Lintel 3, now in

" the University Museum in Philadelphia {Cat. No. l-/,-33) probably

adorned three of its filve front doorways. Stelae 12 and 15, and
probably Stelae 13 and 14, all in the very front rank of Mays
sculptural art, stood before it on a terrace reached by its very

broad and imposing main stalrway. Stela 15 is on its way to
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Guatemala City, Stelae 13 and 14 are enroute to Philadelphis,

/ while Stela 12 (Cat. No. L~27~‘c‘3 is alr%éyA@i‘ected in the University
Vuseum. Stelae 16, 17, 18 and 19 1ie in a row on t'e plaza Jjust in
front of the front terrace and stailrway. Stelae 20 and 21 lie a
iittle farther to the front, and slightly to the southeast.

This temple an all other pyramidal buildings known
v at "t}:m ¢lty in that the stairway crosses the low front platform
and descends directly to the plaza level. The tripod circular table)'/
Altar 8§, stood close to the bottom step at the aentf»zr'; where 1ts
broken pieces remain.

The stalrway, and\’;terraoea for several meters on either side,

were excavated from bottom to top, and most of the temple building

was cleared. The lower terraees appear to have been plaln, and are

/ batteredy the final wall from i:he hi-h stelae=bearing terrace to the
temple lewel 1s also battered, but its desirm inecludes buttresses
and panels. The corners here _:fzrer:;grmoc by £ single speclalized,
stones, well cut to .give a rounded cornmer of short radius. The effect
18 that of angular corners with the sherp 1156 st the corner softmned
by the curve. laler's conclusions that there was a short z-ear stairway
and no front stailrway were entirely erroneous.

The plan of the tomple must speak for itself. Secondary buttresses
were added and it is quite possible that the front open gallery as a
whole is a later addition. Fragments of elaborate exterior stucco
decoration were recovered. Creat numbers of caches, including especiadlly -
large quantitics of eccentriec flints and obsidians, were found under
the floors, especially undor.the rear chamber, which was fire-blackened.
The small objects were usually placed in covered Jars or in deep bowls
with ﬁnverte'd bowls as covers. In or under this floor was found
/ uiseelaneous Sculptured Fragrent 1, now in Philadelphia (Cat, N0, 1:81),

The Ywo helbes of Limtel (2 were wsad a5 boitdimg s¥emss 1 Yhe wolls of
tanw Termple , and 6re mow €wrevts ¥u Philoadsrph ot
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The plaza at this point, 15.80 meters bolow the floor of the
front gallery of the temple, consists of a rubble fill, doubtless
formerly surfaced with plaster. Excavations revealed the former
presence of a depressed area atb least 29,00 meters wide, extending
out about 23,00 meters from the front of the pyramid. Its floor was
pa&ed with stone alabs,hcﬂ’meter# below the later floor above. Vertical
stone retalning walls surround it on the northwest and southwcst sides.
structure O-13-2nd was partially rewaled by a deep trench thro gh
the upper temple and its substructure. It seems to have been a
narrow platform built against the hill and ineorporating a huge

boulder or projection of bed rocks No evidence for a structure upon
L

Aol B

it was dilscovered. Its depth, front to rear, is4co , 1ts width
unknown. It is 4¢.40 meters below the front pallery of 0=13, 11.40
meters above.the latest plaza floor,

Two ma jor monuments remain to be mentioned while we are in
this part of the plaza. Ve cannot cert inly associste them with
any one of the buildings and thelr lo~atitn on the plagza floor is
best seen on the mape The top of iltar 4, perhaps belenging to

(alwosT Wemtieol J

Strueture O-12, lies near its original position. Three of ;tsA
grateaqueéhewd legs uré enroute to Guatemala City, the fourth to the
Univeraity vuseum. Altar 3, northwest of this, still stands on its
four legs. |

From iltar 3 we may convenlently strike due west until we
eome to the edpge pfva preeipitous rovine, and then follow it around
to the right, M on bearing left around 1ts end in order not to
;ét'logt in the thick bush. If we continue cireling the head of the
ravine, climbing a little as we go, we will come to a small cull=de-sac

running northwest, with Structures 0«14 to 0-16 roughly marking its

southeastern side. Possibly these belong with the "est Croup, front-
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ing southwest over the bLroad platform running out in thit direction.

Struéture 0«14 i3 a small pyramid, nﬂgwa‘mare\mass of rulna,
5, ¢ meters above the little plazfntguch higher when seen from the
southeaste. Struecture 0-15 offe's \certain evidenice of ruined stone-
walled chambers. Structure 0-16 i: a low mound, possibly a mere-
platform. Turning back from this enclosure and turning left around
the cornmer of the high platform on our left, we soon come to a

prctrudtng'masa of debris, in all probability a very stsable stairway

V/* serving Strdeture 0»1¢>an the platform at its top, Arbitratsly,

N

perhaps, we ¢onsgider the latter as part of the Uest Oroup, and continue
northesst to another, a very large stalrway, indeed, {Structure Ke2).
4 strip two meters 1n width was eleared from top to bottom, proving
it a stalrway of.?é stops with risers about 35 ems. high and steps
about 85 cms. wlde. The whole stalrway is not less than 35 meters
wide, more probally 40 meters. It runs back horizontally about 17
meters, rising 9.10 meters in that diét&nea. a relatively sentle slope
for Hayan stairwayse This one appears to h've been 1ntanded for
eonstant travel Letween the [ast end West Croups.

If this stalrway is correlated with StrugtuPQSG»IE, P=7 and P8
on the map, disregarding the other; something 1ike a éuadrangular
plaza assemblage will be ncted, with a long court exis of asbout 200

meters., However, Struature 0=-12 spoils the effect of this great

‘length conslderably. The width can be made almost anything, up to

120 meters, depending on where it is measured, The width of the flat

,floor is actually mueh curtailed by the slope on the southeast side.

Very possibly this slope, shown by us 1n'coutcur~11nea)hldas former

low broad terraces. Just northwest of Structure 0-13 the h1ll behind

&

1t turns northward, and forms one side of a finper-like projection

of low sround, rising from plaza level until 1t finally reaches the
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loevel of the U"est Group Plaza, southeast of Strueture K-5., This

has been extensively covered with very broad terraces rumning into
the slopes, but we huve not as yet identified any.survlving evidence
of bulldings on thems Far up the hill behind these terruces 1ls a
small dry cave in which was found Burial No. 6, extended, with@ o
large carved bone tubes. Instead of following this easy ascent,

we will c¢limb the stulrway K-2 as the maygﬁa probably ¢id, to the

West Group‘Plaga.
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The Wost Group

We come out on a long platform 30 to 70 ecms, above the West
Group FPlaza, notiecing the small mlunde; Struetures Fel and Ked
/ flenking the top of the stairway, The first is about 1,50 metesrs
and the seeond ,75 meters high, Beth are rulns of stone structures
and should repay execavation, Leaving the platform we follow north-
east along the edge of the high terrace delimiting this side of the
plaga, The long axls of the plaza runs about 115 meters, from #outh-
wost to mortheast, The width varies from about 65 to about 85 meters,
The surface, largely artifieal, aprears lovel, but 1s about 2,00 metowrs
lower at the southerly end, We pass a low mourd or platform, Structure
Ke4, and also a small area of projecting bed rosk, aprarently une
touched by bullders who pmust have cut off or buried dozens of mh
ocuterops, .
{ / A%uoet due north of Structure Ke4, and about 15 metors avay, is
one eorner of Structure xa-s, tha last fmeoatandinp pyremid to be
| “@eseribed, Like Structure 0-3F 1n tho Tast group, it 1s the only
~ pyramid of that class in 1ts group.
It conforms to the general type of the South Group, having a
single central front stailrway pising from & platfowm at the base,
The latter appears to0 run around the sides of the pyremid and into
a gentle slope on which the structure was erected, The floor of the
templo 1s 13,80 moters above the plaza, [ove ar the fost of the stairwey)
/ Execavations on the urper front slope bmu;ﬁ;f to light Linaal V,A |
: apravently from the middle dcopwayf but felled to diselose the two
more which mey have spanned the two side doorways, The interior of
the temple at the top wis eompletely cleared, Tts single chamber was
2415 by a.'?O meters, inside dimensions; thiclmess of the rear wall was

1.15 meters, that of the front 1,40 meters, The roof was epparently
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a stone vault, A low sill ren across the roar and there wes a
centrally placed rectangular niche in the rear wells, In the latter
was a m@ly eylindricel stone, set on eond, similer to one found at
tho top of 3$f?ﬁﬁ3:ﬁr§3§%;}n the £111 usder the floor wes found most
of a stucco head, more than life-sige, with traces cof rod paint,
stelee 38 and 39 lie on the platform at the base, to the right (north-
west), _ |

Mot of ¥he southessterly quarter of thég substructure wes
clocred avay, to & depth of 5,50 meters below the floor, At about
2,50 motera wes found a plaster floor, apﬁarrnntly a platform without
done wells, In the center wes a similar eylindrieal stone, fire-
bleckened, and set on ond in thie floor (Strusture Ke5-2nd), About
3,00 meters helow this was the floopr of a remarkeble temple, also
with sueh a stm, fivesblackened, set on end in the aupposeﬁ middle
of the floor, This building (Structure Ke5-3dd), asquminp fha stone
was at the comter and the ehamber hmlfaalwﬁred, eonalisted of o single-
room tmlef; o9 mf;m in width and |9 ometers in length (inside

S
dimensions), seer wall was |40 meters thiek, the front /./© meters
thick, and their height mot less thana, oemoters, There were two
front dporways (on the above aamtion), the one eleared being 3200
meters wide, A masonry bench .50 meters high aaﬂ!pzanw®nra”#iée ron
along the rear wall,

Pecause of the great width of this cha;ber. eoupled with the poor
quality of the masonry, we must nomlud? the maiisswexe roof wes
suprerted by timber, A structure drawn by meisl,y, at Rebinel, Baja
Vera Paz, Guatemala, is the only southern Maya chamber Imown te the
writer which 13*:; wide as this,

.‘.“ﬂ”ﬂﬂ“ﬂﬂﬂ"ﬂ“’”ﬂ""'ﬂ”"*-ﬁ--"”

4. reudsley, 1897, Vol 2 of Plates, Fl, 11,
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Piroctly in front of this pyramid 1s tho West Group Ball Court,
Structure K-8, a and b, The dobris contours are typieal, but o
prelininary end 1neo€&ptea oxcavation on Structure KeSea showo! that

-~ the platform on the alley, at least near the southorly oend, has a
vyertical face, about 70 ems high, Apparently the main inner shewdwr
walls wore not Pfaced with slabs and as a mtter of fact, wo cannot
be sure that they were not vertical also, without further oxeavation,

Thero are here no enclosing walls or structures around the fields at

the Gtﬂﬁ, and ne cwenlar gtomt 'Lm«mws" l'h‘fhz al“)ﬁ
=k

A fow motors morthwest 1s the low platform mound Ke7, which 1les
elong the head ©f a ravine leading dowm to the Northwost Group,
Turalng southesst we fmmolately eome to the high long platform,
Structure Jel, reached by a megalithie stelrway of usual pattorn,

The platform rises 5,40 metewrs above the plaza, is 62 meters long
end atteling e maxisum width of about 1§ metors » ©xclusive of the

narrew and lower torrace at its front, In a sense 1t 13 the usual
)9.‘?"9{""1‘“ T4 . .

. { Fdpminditltin 57 4
front platferm of the pyramid,behind 1t, A contral steirway probably
loads up the pmmidArm it, but the megalithie statrwey vhieh servos

the pletform itself/ is well off center, to the southwest,
: ’ S omn., 2
Um i*s left or northea-t end, W sot &mse-—wvow on.
~The cists of Vos 4, ¢, Tand B weve tdentifiid and indicote Tk ollstond «
A slightly patsed dals,

o {a?‘.ﬂwl-"o'“-e &g ﬁ/“c"d anlial Fniie Féer or 5o Fo the rsar of ofhsrs

! 1»n arew

<
ba

formerly s‘ccd Stelse 1 to O, AAll now 1ie
Vm.txe or fallen down the front, exeept Stela 8, which 1is enroute to
mimtemla City, In the plaza a 1ittle to the stalrwayis left stood
the great round tripod tablg, Altar 1, now vemoved from 1ts legs and

lying © few motors northwest of its original pesition,

The mgaiitmc stalrway 12 rendore”’ more monumental than any of
the other’by having 1ts high sloping shoulders faced with groat
rectangular alab;ﬁf“. ftﬁa caf?na. which ere megalithie indeod, The
most southerly slab,1s Stela 43, supposcdly here roeused, Tt was first
identified as a gtela by Dr, Merley, /= "ooor fmw‘;f@a%?wa M

S SFad ey, 0 Tho Buduc f fatrils
by i e by W Y
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The greant pyramid of Structure Je4 riges at the ond of and ageinst
the Aeropolis hill, behind the central and nmortheastorly portions of the
platform or overe-grown terrage, Structure J-l, The tmle floor 1a :
26 metors above the plaza, The wrper thre  terraces stand froe of the
hill, ruech of the walls showing, The terraces of the northeastorly side
apparently extended dowm into the ravihe on that side, giving a totel
apparent height of 56 moters on that slde, laler thought the top was
reached from the right side (the left of an observer faecing the structure

/ from in front) but this was certainly not tho ease, There was im all
probability a contral front stairway, though the bulfige of debris 1s
curiously off eontor at the base, inviting inveatiga;ion hevreo,

=

Maler's conclusions regerding the tomple at tfm top were aﬁtirsly
unjustified by the debris, A trench through the middle shows a smll
J / stone~-veulted temple with front doorfay 1,56 meters wide and rear doore
way «95 metors wide, in al}f fﬁ}:ﬁg}%}tnceﬁ;iﬁl cnd the only doorways.
The room was 2,00 meters widey thiclkmess of,rear well was .75 meters,
transverse
that of the feont wall 1,10 motors, A erude secomdary/well was followed
a motepr or 80 from the rear wall, Fragments of interior stueco
docoration wore ;'alantirul.
| ngconding to the plagza again end paseing south along tho
U/ great stalrway of Structure J=2, to which we will (erturn, we come to
Q) Stpojture J=3, a pyramid wvhose great mess, buillt against the southwesterly
Q“ﬂ/ end of the Aeropolis hill, balances that of 3tmntum Ja}.‘ It facos
/ noarly east, the orientation obvicusly dictated by the terrain, On its
- right the lower terraces merge into the hill,
The top of the relatively broad second terrace, 6,40 metors above

4;'_?\- the plaza, was completely cleared, Tt 13 on a level with Structure Je1*
the plaza being about & meter lower at this point, On this terrace

the eists bullt noar the fromt to receive Stelas 9, 10 and 11 were
located and cleawed, Stela 9 lies elose te its clst, the broken base
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/ Lintel # was found on tho slope, lost of the parts wore found,

8 W 7

v s . Ll
still in the clnt, before the steirwey, near ite right sido,
Sbelrw -a.—ioa on the plaze a fow moters southeast of the lower
stelrvey and must have boen pla@mi to th@ rigat of Stela 9, though
the location could not be me a@eemm. “Stelas 10and 11
lie across the lower termee, more oF leoss below thoir cists, far out
near the loft (northeast) ond of the terrace.

Tn the elst of Stela © were found buried a small drum-shaped

/ gtone (ﬁiamm 2.0 ems., helght 2O ems,) and an interesting incense

burner with cover, \mbrom. Similar drumeshape’ stoms were found in
the clsts (of stela 11 and of Stela 8, Complete or brol'en parts of

/¢ ehept Imives were found scattered along the terrace near the bottom
step of the #nin stalrway leading .emn it to the top of the pyramid,

Thig stalrway Was €loared, together with the flanking terraces
so far as they eduld be followed {about 2,00 moters) mi eithor side,
assemblo and phowgmhed They are now a meter Or S0 nor!:hmé’ﬁ of'
Altar 2, in the plaza, ‘

‘ e structure at the to;_;fms bédly éiampta«i, but =t the center

16ft ne do bt thet it was & rubble-filled platform rising in broad low
étepa from front to rear, The rear and h@igh@ét step is 28,00 meters above
the plaga, A deep tronch thwum this confirmed the faect that no stone
bullding had stood here, Lintel t, 1f a lintel, must have been here reusec
probe'bly to embellish one of the upper Lerraces,

Tponching on the stelaeebearing socond terrace revealed an earlier
but rulne? stelrwey under the latest and a widening of the terrece itself
prior to the opection of the stelas, This earlier stairwey and terrvace
belong togothor and are all yot lmown of Structure J=3-2nds A minimum

"; ) / age for the torrace in its latest form (9,15.0,040,4the dote of Stela

11) would seem to bo established,
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This terrace, and the corresponding sen%tum Jel, differ fronm
all other basal terraces fronting pyremids in helght and the presonee
of & subsidiary m rrew and lower terrace slong the front, The hoight
1s probably dletatod by the eontours of the hill, and this in twrm
ecalla fopr 'a subsidiary ornamental te-race in front, A trench in the
plaza carried through the lower terrace of Structure Je1 showed bed-
rock rising above plaza level just behind the terrace retaining wall,

Bofors invostigating the Acropolis fur'cher. we shall complete our
eireuit of the plaza, Structure H-l lies on em sﬁw a’ége of the
prlaza, hera dofined by a drop to lower lovels botween it and the river,
e can add 1ittle informabion to that conveyed by the plan, exeept to
say that this mound is a mass of stone ruins, epparently involving a tiny
building comtered on 2 series of suporb.posed platforms. Its top 1s abowt
2,00 metors above the plaza,

The pugzling mass of Structure 0-17 defies pregent interprotation,
Its top 1o about 3,00 meters above the plage in front, and about 13,00
meters sbove the flat aores to the amthéﬂsk;. There are s number of low
mou'ds end terraces in that direetlon, as yot unsurveyed, end peossibly

atﬁiway to this lower lovel, The debris is mot convineing,

Proceeding along the @dg@ of the plaza, hemlzﬁgms.or stene
rubble, showing plainly its artificiel congtruetion, we round a corner
and come upon Structure 0«18, This is e long rectangular pletfomm,
about 50 ems m&fh, Qith small hwammocks of gtone d@bﬂs; about 50 ems,
high, disposed regularly along each of its long sldes, Pgusibly

&S
- these, disrgpted so far as obsorved, roprosent stone bases for wooden

posts, Tho known fragment of Lintel & (probebly about one helf of the
whole§ ,protruded at the southeasterly edge of this platform, nesr the
southorly end, Trenching here dlselosed the small Ymown fragment of

Lintel 9, buried in the 11l below the {loow, Lintel 8 mew lles in the
centor of the structure, a fow metors from the southerly end, The
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Lintel © i’mmw}&ma sem:; t0 Guatemala City in 1031,
| Yalking somowhat north of west from the southerly end of this
structure, toward the conter of the stalrway of Strouture J-2, we
should be able to find Altar 2, the last of the grest table altars to
bo mentioned, Dismantgled, the top end four legs 1lie just seutheast
of their original positicn, We have to pocord our inexeuseble failure
) to acwmtelﬁ locate t&ﬁ.a p@aiﬂot;, whieh will be done next season,
we believe it gtood about 15 mtaié out from the stairway, and in a
~/ @irect 1line with the three doorweys plerveing strputure J-2 (e palace)
and, if 30, @lso in 1line with the doorway in front of the throne in
=  Strueture J=8, Howover, this lining.up of altap, doorways and throno 1s
es yot w cortaim, Fossibly the wish is fether to the thought. The altar
Y was certainly not dlmetl/'.amcg@ated with any stelae, nor with any
© bullding other than Struccure J=-2, or possibly Structure Nel,

The great stalrway of Sgructure J«2, Judging from the perfectly
even slcpe 1t prosentod, was mot less then 30 mgm wide, It is badly
disrupted, but two cleared stpips loft no ddubt it wes a staiprwey at
the points examined, It may have besn 1&&92@%@6 about halfewany up by
a step or terrace broader tﬁan the cthers. It riges 10,70 meters, running
back 13,50 motors horizontally in the process, giving an angle of about
37 degmeé. ‘ |

Structure J-2 1s the first long palase to be ¢loorly idemtified,
The t'«rg:g; uged here 1s purely one of cowvenilonce, without functional
significence, and at this elty cen hardly be sag%o bupiy-oven-the toply
the presence of many chambors, For lack of spsce we must leave these
buildings mostly to the groundeplans, first summarizing the general
fedtures of the Acropolis and this type of building, end then making a
hesty tbur of this almost completely made-over hill,

In all probability in the beginning the hill was rugred and brolken,
Its right side rises Qbmptly from the river, Its Rear and left sides



=g~

plse almost as steeply from tho valley of the Northwost Group

and from @ ravine running southoast from that valley, The fromt or
sastorly sidew probably very uneven, descended om a much gentler
slope, facling the avea solected for the mein groups of the eity,
Tvo overeall dimensions of this hill were something 1ike /7 meters
from side to side, and 24 meters from wia t we call the front to the
POET, :

~ On the sldes and poar many verticel escarpments have been left
untouchod, though mugh ¢f these sides was covered with constructions
bullt agelnst or upon them, The froat or southostern side, togethor
with the probébly marrow opiginal erest at hhe rear, the highost part
of the hill, have becn entirely burled by the various constructions,

A g;laneé at *'a:%m‘ map shows thet the Aeropolis buildings are for the
most pest long palacas grouped around three prineipal small codrts,
court 1 nestles between flanking p-mmida on elther side, its surface
10,50 motors abové the West Growp Plame, Court 2 is 10,40 meters higher
and Court 3 1s &% elevated 8,20 meters M Gom'ﬁ 2o Minally, Structures
J"M«ulﬂ J«22, built around & high terrased muhml peak, carry the eye
to structure J=235, built on the pesk, Mrouk' appearlng beside it, The
floor of this bnilding 1s 16,20 moters above Court 2, which 1t overlooksy
37,00 moters above the West Group Plasaf 87600 mtﬂra ebove the
Northwest Group Iﬂ.aza which it also directly overlooks; end about 90,00
moters abovo the rive? at low water, Frem this builddge 1t wes possible
te seo lewrpe portions of all lmown groups of the aity;

. appevently 1t facod two ways, Retaining valls and possibly the
pulne of a staipvey load down from 1t to the little plags of Strcutures
J=24, J=25 and J=-26, Themce a continuous broad strip of fallen debwis
interrupted by a shelf supperting the low miund, Strovyture Je27, leads

¢clear down to the Nepthwest Group Plazs, This dobris 1s alwost certainly
the ruin of a gigentic series of stelrways, - - 2 |
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Aecess to Court 1 was through Structure J-2 and possibly alse
around its endy thence a eircuitous route through Strueture J=8 and
around one of the ends of Structure J«0 had to be takenm to roaeh
Court 2, We ecannot say as yot how Court 5 was reached, Poaeibly
from the latter there was some means of aseending the flat voof of

\y 7 : Struct f'%::fm the imner edge of which stairweys lead to Structure
JFe3, the highest building of all, This building could also be easily
,/ peache’ from Structure 1-20, whieh is elevated® meters abeve its plurt.
:'ﬂ: will be notod that aaah court 1s very much eut off from the
ai!:y ab larzse mnd in a sense &wy form a separate group differing in
thls respect from any others, except one small coudt in the Southeast
group, not shown in the plan ef the clty.
All of the bulldings on the Acropolis have been trenched for
" seetions, Structurey J-2 has been almogt eompletely eleared, Strueture
J=23 and the throne-room of Structure J-8 ﬁnﬂmly eleered, We have also
”\"‘\ 7 eleared considorsbly in s‘b:mgmmg Je=l2. mﬁ' o Vany @f the palages
; stand £0 the height of the medlal cornmice, tha follen uprer zones nearly
£111ing the pooms to this height, Ground-plans must therefore be read |
with this csution: we are sure of everything shown in solid black, but
., ) we ave not sure how much more (especially secondary wellsj and interior
fittings sueh as benchos and altami‘!my be f:ni%ad.’ Meny walls have been
measured where they protrude from the debris, one to two meters above
floor level,
In all the freoc-stending palaces there is a transvorsely placed
s;?_d room, usually one at Mther end, With one exceptiecn they are connected
,‘;;o\‘itm main gallev!es_ by small doorways, as shown, All of them make a
more or less liberal use of multiple doorways in the facades, resulting

in noerly square piers where the walls are thick, There was originally
but 1ittlo division of the long gelieries, whether open arcades or not,
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into chambors, Nearly all the transverse partition wells shown mey |
have beon seecondary and geversl cortainly were so, A number of doore
ways, ospecially those through the medial wall, have been walled up.
Dotalls of this kind cannot be shown on a plan of this secale, The

plan of Structuro J-18, without the partition walls in its southeasterly
galory, moy be taken as the most typleal of the froe-stending palaces
before altorations.

Structures J-0, J=8, J=10 and J-22 are the only long structures
which do not include two parallel galleries as the basis of the plan,
All four are bullt ageinst the hillside, their undoubtedly flat
roofs sorving as terraces op pmmden before builldings higher up

and behind,

-\
All the long structures except stmtur:%am roofed with stone

i vaults, springing fromlwte 2.20 meters above the floor, The plan will

suffice to indicate the wide range in relation of room width to wall
thickness, The galleries of Structure J«O average 1,75 meters in width,
wall th&ekn@ag?baing 1,20, 1,10 and 1,30 meters, The galleries of
Structure J-11 were 2,90 and 2,60 meters in width (i‘ient and reary
respocgively) while the walli thic‘knes?; front te rear, for these wide
vaults, were but .85, 95 and ,72 moters at the points megsured, The
corresponding mm@nsiom for other palaces vary botweem these extremes,
Remments of uprer zones indieate both steeply sloping and vertieal
entablatures, and two-member apron medisl cornices, Ve were eble to
malre many interesting observations on these builldings with 2 minirum

- of excavation,

Roturning our attention to Structure J-2, we mey pase throigh
its three doorways opposite the throne of Struecture J-6, We face a
mommental stalrway, the lower flight megalithie, rising from the
opposite slde of Court 1 t0 the latter bullding, Diresmtly behind Giss
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the central of the five doorways at the head of the stairway was a
capved stone throne (Throne 1), set partly before and partly within a
glu@lili niche 1n the rear wall and vault of the building. The throne

\We av g T wag Intewmb )w\\‘f brokemn W 1n aborif Ianal Pimes.,

(Cat. Wo,l-27-193) iﬂ now being restored at the University museum. The

\A"{ o Fhe "z’:( INE
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thronewro?m and stairway were eampletely ¢1eared,th Iy
o A g extenés 2 our ikt (tne buildinsrs left) behind
the high platform terrace, Sq:quture J=7, Trenching ahows that this
has been doubled in heigh@ﬁ(nov about 3,00 meters above the court) and
that in ib= first form it buried structures the ruins og;whioh are still
found at about Goust level., One of these was 2 bullding the large ccrnery
stones of which waremore carefully cut than any thus far observed elsewhere

Turning aeross the court we see a corresponding platform terrace,
(structure T-57), its top 4,00 meters above the court, Both are ascended
by broad stalrways. @ithin this latter platform wes discovered an
elaborate veulted tomb, rlchly furnished, with a red painted adult
skeleton and partial remeins of two children,

Fpom the rear of this pletform o stailrwey leads to Structure J-8,
4,50 meterg higher, Proeee&lng‘be-eeare¥e by the r oute above suggested
we come to Court 2, Structure J-10 is almost entirely destroyed or
buried, Structure J-11 shows remaining portioms of maéonry vaults over
smell inner doorways, found also on Struetures J-18 and J~23, Structure
J-12 1s of very great interest, as its general plem 1s typical of the
others, but excavations at fhe northwesterly end proved beyond doubt
that 1t wss roofed with perishable materials, Its massive walls are
of poorer ecnstruction then the others,

structure J-13 aprears from debris cenfigu;ufion snd trenching
to bejfull-width stone-vaulted palece, shortened by the exigencies of
space,

Noptheas=t of Structure J-12 a broad steirway (Structure J=15}
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leads ﬂmm 6e 12 moters 0 a small plazme set s:gainst fh@ precipitous
slope, Strueture J«16 1s a low mound, ap: amnfly x-uma. Strueture
J=17 1a mach longer, and had a decided hmup in the middle, Incomplote
excavetions here show a small ahamber’;. é lmg@ plein lintel in the
m docrway, The debris was less than e moter in depth, end we
ere in ecnsiderable doubt as to whether the chewber wes veulted, TIn
a1l probability 4t wes not, This is a poeuller and interesting
building, which cannot be diseussed at length here,

Returning to Court 2 end elimbing over debris to Court 3, we may
obaewe that in the northwestorly end vault of Structure F=21 1s a small
Palmqm aty‘m tr&nngular utam* Structure J-19 is & platform mound,
about 50 ems. high, covering at least one earlier construction of the
seme kind, Structure J-20, olevated about 5,50 metors adbove the ecourt,
consists apparenﬂy of low fourdation wells only, Cortainly there were
no stone veults, x;;a position 1s very commanding, especially from wup
or down the rivewr, '

Struoture J=22, behind and 8,00 motors above Court 2, was undoubte
edly vaulte? and for the most part was probably an open areade, turning
e right engle at the northeast, Tts roof rﬁmd ¢ne of tho terraces of
the pyrempldal substructure of Structure J-25 sbevo, The position and
small size of the latter, plus fragments of interior stueco decoration,
sugpent that 1t wes a temple, Its plan on the othor hand is the typleal
palace plan at this eity,

Horthwest Group
The pmjming tiny plaza below Structure J=23 to the nor'h weat,

56{. yotr
1s at the seme level aso CQM oe It faces northwest and io tied teo the

about g4
NorthWat Group, though ° motors above the main plaga, by the great

sories of stelrways elready mentioned, Structure J-24 was trenched, and

/ 4s a narrow platform, | 90 meters high, with about 350 oms, of debris on its
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surface, Structures J-256 and J-26 aro low mounds not investigated,
Doscending the great stalrway, which seems to have been broken
by at least one terrsce or "landing”, we find a broad shelf or torraco at
the base, with the tiny mound P-1 to the right,
Farther to the cast, boyond & small revine in the hillside, is the
ruln of a pyramid of major proportions, Structure 3-Z9. It 1s built
egainst the hill; with a large high front terrece at the base, A

‘stalrwey prodably voss from this terrace, as there is no other possible

approach to the top, The debris thore indgeates two bulldings, one set
bohind and ebeve the cther, Tholr prosent tops ave ebout 27,00 and
20,00 moters above the plaza level,

At thobiver ond of the valley (and of the plaza) are Structures
Bel, a2 low m:nd, and Te2, a stond® ruin, asscelated with a broad terrace
or platform, Heve is the site of the Wm&@.

Hothing further in this group has bLoen mpma The plaza runs
northeast from thorlver, with a fow torrases and mounds on the morthwost
side, until 1t intorseets the wvalley of the Temeosique traill, Tore 1s
a considorable group of mounds, more op loss smell end low, with at
least one small pyremid, sot against the hill, High on the hill oprosite
Structure J-20 is a group of two steep-sided lomg mounds, over two
metors mgh,, apparontly disasscelated from anything elge,

‘aouthaaat Group , :

Mgically, this should have boen déseribed with the Fast and South
Groups, with whioh it 1as eclogely a=soclated, Tt seemed bett-p, however,
to cover the well-known areas firste It 1s marked off from the Rast and
South Groups by a deeided drop in elevation and by the charaster of the
mourds, These are mostly smmll and low, "hey almost 111 the valley, with

no large eourts or plazes, and rise some distance up the hill to the

southeast, no* shown on tho map,
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dﬁng to the Past Gpoup and passihg beyond 1t, betwoen Structures
0~12 and Pe8, tho ground at once begins to drop, Un our right weo pass
e serles of broad t:ermes; on which ere the small mourds of Structuwes
Ped and Pe3, Purthor along is the low mound of Structure S-1, and about
35,00 moters furtheor, Structure 52, on its own platform, A ma-sive

: plain stone lintol on this structure was turned, but we d4id not

oxcavate to detormihe the presence or absence of stone veults, An

‘additlonal 35,00 moteps separate this from Strueture Sed, 2 small

mound asomowhat higher,

As we have proceeded, the level of the valley has boon dropping
steadily, and we 'mva pald no attention to great numbers of low mounds
on our left, which are not yet surveyed, We have beon following the
Tenosique trail in the dircetion of Tl Cayo, If we contimued we would
pass Maler's Ceiba tree, “”Q’; the heed of his %mmme {olley and
continue on an indefinite 6ist:ama«, wlth mounds Wa.nd keme;s on eithor
side. Instead, we will cut across the mdund area, leaving Structure
S=4 and poing in a direetion 345 dogrees east of south (magnetie),
elinbing up a torrace or two on the ways Aﬁmp gbout /¢ s moters we
reach Structure Vel, The plan oﬁ th:;);;pmmmn vhat we eould male out
of the building on the morthern of 1bs two wings, 'Eha/g:ella ware :
originally not over & moter in height, perhaps carried higher with wood
or wottlo-andedaud oaastmtwn. 2elow the ‘loor of this bullding,
poasibly e dmlnm, wore a vault and two slabecovere: eilst buriels,
one of the mm:ﬁrba; 4at1t and ehild, Prom the rear retelning wall
of the gubstructure came the kmown Fragment of Lintel 10, sent to
guatemala City in 19631,

Buried bolow this structure was the ruin of an earlier one, with
most, at least, of its walls! only 35 ems, thiek, 8t1ll lumr_}pax-t cf

a buried terrace was uncovered, faced with large irregular stones, sot
on odgee.
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Tponehing through Structures V-2 and Ve3 proved the former
presence of stome structures of no grest height, without vaults, In the
first case a thisk deoposit of disintegreted plaster on the welle
preserved plaster {loor suggests the former presence of a beem and
mortar roof, | _

This 1little complex 1s set near the base, and at the ond of o
long high mesa ewrving southeast to thie peint from a saddle geparcting
1t from the hill behind Structure 0-13 in the Hast Group, This omd 1s
terraced to 2 holght of ton meters or so bohind (northeadt) of the
‘ cozmlax; At thot holght a projecting spur has boen made over into a
rectangulay court with a coemmanding view on three sides, There are
sizeble mounds or platforms on nll sides of the court, that on the south
bolng about 3,00 metors high, In locetion and size this court corpares
with Court 1 of the :’~Gropﬁ;!8a

Tye slope behind it is more gontle, and he:mm}a numbor of interesting
smell end voughly eircular mounds, ahout. twe mofors high,

From the court an oxcellent view of mogt of the Southeast Group,
and pmbabiy the me jor buildings of the s6uth end Emtv Gpoups, would
be affowded if the bush were cleared,

L
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