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The sixth University Mussum at Pledras Negras
was deveted primcipally te werkimg eut further details im
temples smd palaces. The mest sigmificent deductiens refer te
the cultural debt ef this westeram Usumacinta site te the cemtral
and prebably elder Petem regien., This debt is greater tham has
been suppessd., lNevertheless, at least after the earliest peried,
Peten influences were met by transferming ideas orisinating
lecally eor received em earlier time levels. Space permits mention
ef enly ene specific instance - a temple (Structure J-29) im all
essentials typical ef the fameus Tikal bulldings except for the
temple reem itself, This always had a reasemable reem width
and began with thres doerwasys separated by nearly squsre piers.
Thia chamber was later cernverted inte a ene-deorway rocom, im this
respect 1like these of the central Peten, but at the same time
as much ef the exterior Feten design as was practicable was
elirination eof deorwavs

ebliterated., We wender if¥ this/was fer structural reasens
cemnected with the lntreductien eof a vaulted masenry reof, since
in a third psried the twe missing deerways were restered, with
new and heavier piers betweem them. Twe typical Pledras ?egras
rear sill, niche, column sltar sad ventilater - i.e, the fumctienal
apparatus - was part of the eriginal design and persisted threuchk -
eut.

Building stratificatiens greatly strengthendd the
hypothesis that Usumacinta architecture develeped witheut the
masenry vault er "Maya Arch", addimg it at Piedras Uegras in a

middle peried. Werk in the pal aces preduced twe new masenry threnes,

é ;:dding a new variety te a long Usumacinta series. ExMthiom in
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cenfined te establishing twe remaiming deubtful examples as such.
Examinatien of medern Mexican highland buildings by Francis i.
Cressen Jr., assistant archeelegist, em his way home, im eur
epinien has eliminated all questien ss te the sweat heuse functien
of these structures, as first suggested by Dr. Herley,

Two sub-temple tremche s, added te these of feormer years,
make 1t increasingly probsble that elaberate towbs were net placed
below temple fleors in this regsien, in contrast te the Peten sites
Helmul and Yaxactun.

Several pettery types, new to the site, were identified,
most ¢f them prebably trade pleces snd therefere of great petential
value. One eof these, =2 complete vessel was datable with refereance
te the architectural serics and be nelther very early neor vsr? late
"0ld Empire". Certain others are almost certainly late.

Three days were ppent at Palenque, making certain
studie = en the & rchitecture snd the threnes there, and establishing
witheut much question the presence of a ball ceurt, near the
palace, spotted on Mgudsley's map by Mr. Cressen, vhere it is
perfectly ebvious. Ball ceurts were prebably universal at
impoertant seuthern &aya sites,

The party consisted of ¥rs. Sptierthwaite and the writer,
Miss Tatiana Preskeuriakeff, srchitect, Mr. Cressen and Den

Victor M. Pinele, representative ef the ‘uatemalan govermment.
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The 8ixth and Seventh University YMuseum
Expeditions to Pledras Yegras.
Following is a skeleton resume of wori at Pledras Hegras,

Peten Guatemala during the 1936 and 1937 seasons, bringing up to

date similar aceounts in this journal (Vol. 1 ¥o. 1 and Vol. 111

No. 1). The staff in both seasons under review eonsisted of the
writer and Margaret C. Satterthwaite, his wife, Prancis Y. Cresson Jr.
and Miss Tatlana Proskouriakoff, working under the general direction
of Dr. J. Alden Yason, Curator, American Section, 'niversity Miseum,
University of Pennsylvania, who intitiasted the profert in 1931 and
inspected the site in 1936. GSomething over three months was spent
at the site each year, plus a three-day stay at Palenque in 1938,

Tormer excavations were pgreatly extended in eleven temnles and

_elght palaces. We now have rellable plans of the interiors of fifteen
temple bulldings. Of these the exterior outline also is gomplagggy
knqwn‘fﬁrdéiva. Using these as a basis, combined in some censes with
tha‘high”prbﬁability that temple buildings followed their sube

structures more or less closely, the number of reliable temple plan

reconstructions can be raiseé_to twelve without aprarent danper of
serious error. We have some knowledéé-of two others. Among the
palgggg, usually much better preserved, threglgpgreompletely pl@ared,
four virtually so. leﬁs of ten chmrat;§§ completely known in main
egsentials, with little or no theoreticsl reconstruction. 0Of these
last, excavated samples in all have revealed simigtesnt interior
arrangements in five.

The extensive work on bulldings rather than intensive
1nvaatigﬂtion df‘fewer units has been largely at the expense of the

substructures on which they stand. The effort has been to nrepare for
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adecuate interpretation of role these two butlding tynes plaved
at one particular site. Durings the period under review, however,
‘substructures of sixteen temple units have rec-ived eonsiderable
attention. Thé foundation platforms immediately below eleven
temples, two of them not on pyramids, have now been gprkad out
sufficiently for reliable reconstruction. Some dmtéﬁg;; been secured
on four others, and on three platforms which may not have supported
bulldings. %We can now reconstruct aix pyramids more or less
completely, relying in most cases on excavation of one-half the
front. ?hereczjwavallabla incomplete but significant data on
eipght others. Complete lmowledpe of substruetures will assist
greatly in relative templs dating ané in gaguring the extent of the
local debt to forelign centers.

Two "TypeiX" were cleared at doorways, chesking their

formerly provisional identifiecstion. Deep euts were confined to

trenches below twn temples and in Court 1 of the Acrorvolis.
- Temples -

Illustrations of temple types encountered through 1936 have
been published, Filaure shows a new variation, placed on a mere
building platform without a pyramid below that. It 1is now
practically certain that four temples had thick massea of i1l
between the inner and outer sides of the rear wall, in the Tikal
fashlon, presumably for support of roof-combs., It is especlally
Aimportant to note that two of these apparently combined rear combs

with non-vaulted temple rooms. Tor the first time the column altar:

has been found in position outside the temple chamber,

Being found in semi-rosition

JEIENLY C

fﬁ:fiig;ﬁbgngémbar of Structure E-9, it was repeated at thagpggéléggghe
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main pyramid stairway and again at the base of the step-like
terracing leading down from the stela-bearing terrace to the plaza
proner. 411l three altars were on the center axis. Relow the two
axposed ones were ocaches.

Two corrsctions must be made to statements in our last summary
in Maya Research. The early supposed three-cell temple referred to
on Page 79 has turned out, on further excavation, to be the surviv-
ing end of a long double range palace, from whieh the medial wall
was later removed. This glaring error in reconstructing on
insufficient evidence was repeated in the publication referred te in
above., Figure & of that paper is aomplataly wrong tosether with
consi@erable reasoning from it. The three-~cell plan (three non-
communicating small chambers side by side) remains a late modification,
known only from the originally single-room temple J-4, With further
knowledpe of local temple desipgm, it becomes highly probahle that
the front gallery of Structure 0-15, referred %o on rage 8" of the
summary was part of the original desim, though astuslly construsted
after the rear chamber. Of this is correct the tuilding never showed
an even number of doorways in the facade.

_Ten elements now known at the site aprear to us to result from
oantralwfﬁpen tnfluanae. On the bulldings these are centered rear
projections, lateral projections making the front longer than the
rear, indentations just‘bahtnﬁ these, narrow one-entrance rear rooms
shorter than front rooms or galleries, solid masses of f111 making
rear or side walls very thick, or both., The bullding platforms
{the immediante temple foundation, which may or may not be placed on
a pyramid) tends to follow the building outline, but does not always
80 so. Resides this they or the pyramids, or both, may ex&}?@g the

“'ffeilaiiﬁgwapparently Peten features: heavy apron maldtn?gﬁ&£§§5§1top
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ledges or moldings at the bases of the terraces, inset corners,
round or rectangular, the latter sharp or slightly rounded, a nearly
vertical cutting off of markedly battered walls. The building
platforms commonly shows a atep-up from the ront level. A type of
decorative panel (probably involving a mask) is represented twice,
and may have roots in the Peten. These were repeated on either side
of the pyramid stairway, undoubtedly on each of the three terraces
of the pyramids concerned. The central niche rontained stucco work
whiech »rojected and the sides were covered with flat stusco relief.
The stucco was unfortunately almost entirely peeled off. Large
masonry blocks dividé: substructure stairways at or near plaza level.

Both were probably plain,though possibly bearers of ornamental stucco.
- Palaces =

A surviving double~range palace without transverse end rooms
has been found. The roof was non-vaulted, the building facing the
ecourt of the earliest stelae. The buried end of another, otherwise
destroyed, has besn properly ildentified. This last 1s stratizrarh-
1eally at the beginning of the long Acropolis buillding sequenca, To
another almest completely removed double range palace, of whieh parts
of the plan have been made out, and end room was certainly added. It
is probable the end room was lacking in the original plan, though
not certain. It surely was in still another, which survived to the
end except for gsecondary modifications whieh inserted the transverase
_rooms at either end. This was buillt during the last main period on
the Aeropolis. There is thus considerable evidenos that the end room,
universal on the other Aecropclis double-ranpge palaces, was originally

~absent, and continued so for a long time.

BEREVECH BEUUDIE

e Wvidence of function has been the main objective in the palace
work now under review. No evidence of fires, domestic or otherwise,
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has been found in any palace, nor are there nearby butlldings or
foundation platforma which might have bsen separate kitchens.

The total of known palace thrones has been raised from two to
ten. Of these nine have ornamental back sereens, the tenth taper-
ing s3lab legs, both elements apprearing on Throne 1 and {llustrated
in use on Tintel three. Six of these are solid masonry benches., In
addition, the screen pr@ﬁably had disappeared from another badly
damaged bench. A bench of typical throne height and proporticns is
best interpreted, we belisve, as a twelfth palace throne, (Fig. ).
At Palenque screenless stone and masonry tables are plaﬁ;iful in the
palaces and the reliefa on House ¢ indiecate they were thrones. The
back-sereen appears to be a valuabl&’funotian indicator when present,
but a non-essential elemant.

In most cases the p@rqnas are placed in small rooms, usually
formed by sceondary walls, so that we are daaliné wlth‘ﬁhrone rooms
and not mere pleces of furniture. Two of these rooms have windows
connsoting with the adjoining rooms. One of these has been excavated
and found to be empty. The placement of these rooms in the palace as
a whole varies from the moat to the least prominent and accessible
position possible. Within the rooms the thrones may be centered
behind a doorway or placed across the end of the room, 4in the lattter
position with one exception they extend from wall to wall on either
side. (Pig. )

T™ree narrow benches, two of them L-shaped and placed in corners,
_probably supported the rear of large stone slabs, in the manner of
table~thrones, which they probably were. If so, two had been removed
from the same room before the final period, the bench-suprorts alone
surviving., The third being in the same room as Throne 1, may have

gsurvived. The posasibility of two thrones in one room 18 thus



B

indteated twdtee, but we cannot be sure. *ﬁég;any case none of

™

these benches could have served as alegg}ggwé§§gg@, the function

assigned by Valllant to larger benches at Holwul. One other bench,
of uneertain heipght, projsots about 80 cms. from the wall. This is
congiderably wider than the knawh rear supports for table thrones,
and narrower than the typilcal thrones whether table or bench type.
But we have in the same building one atypleal bench throne even
narrower than this, its function indiecated by a plsin stone sereen.

If correctly identified this example Paises the number of
throne rooms in contemporanecus use from twelve to thirteen,
distributed in either case in seven palauas, It 18 known that three
other palaces did not contain any interior furnishings, unless of
perishable materials.

The throne rooms are for the most part formed by secondary
partitioning of long Palenque open type galleriss. Two are trans-
verse end rooms. In sige they vary from almost minimum to maximum
possible: in position from the wost to the least prominent and
accessible positions in the bullding. No palace was devoted
exclusively to them, the maximum number in one palace (as now known)
being two, or, if our interpretation of screenless benches is correct,

four.

- Building Sequences

Two more temple platforms have been sectioned to depths of
about three meters, revealing a lower temnple platform in one case.
With theaa,_faur pyranid temples certainly, another probably, falled
to reveal sub-floor tombs. 4 stratification of inset square ovérhiﬁ-
set round temple platform corners has been found. A deep pit in Court

1 of the Acropolis places the long double range pa1.4e type very
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early. As hus been noted this lacked transverse end rooms. Care-
ful sample sections of all Asropolis paluce Ploors show that six of
the seven double-range and at least two of the eight single range
vaulted units replaced one or nore earlier buildings on their plate
forme. There was llttle or no wmodification of the latter. This
econoclusion allows for the possibility that platforms were plastered
before erection of walls. In three cases prints of the earlier walls,
or basal courses of the earlier walls themselves, wore found, Just
below the final floor surface. With sufficient time, the essentilal
plans of several vanished palaces can be recovered. EREarlier con-
struction has been found below all vaulted palaces and below four of
the slix vaulted temples. |

Bxcavations in the atela bearing terrace of Str. R-2 in the
South Oroup increase the probability that this group was lald out with
low bullding platforms antedating the pyramids and the carved stelae,
which are the earliest at the site. 4 very small irregularly formed
plain stela was Droken up and used in early fill Here.

The front terrace silhouettes of the latest and next earlier cof
the three superimpbsed temples of Structure K-5 have been larpely
worked out, proving the important voint that the large stucco Cod-

A

masks date from the final period.

Carved Stone

A beautifal middle perilod but undated frapment, probably from
n brolren-up and reused panel, was recovered from Struatura_ﬁnlﬁ. A
4amb stone in Structure J-® 18 Inseribed with two non-ealendrical
heiroglyphs, On a building stone of this structure a profile head
was incised, and then the outline of the head changed somewhat, as if

in practice. Theze pileces are numbered Mlscellaneous Sculptured
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3tones 16, 19 and 20, respectively.

Pottery

Clearing of thqﬁgglaea Jflﬁ has given us a riech haul in
definitely late portery shapes. This is the only bullding where
numbers of vessels were left directly on thrones and floors, and
thar@forémﬁaro in use up to the end. Yany were undoubtedly polyechrome
bu the designs are in most cases completely weathered to the slin.
Both ineised and painted glyph forma are represented. Sherds were
collected in moderate guantities from various building levels, and 1in
a South Group pit, but no long-used dump has been encountered.
Antieipating a proper study it seems gafe to say that at least two
periods, distinguishable by shapes and to some extvent desiem, will
be identified. The moderate sized rounded-bottom flanmed tripod bowl
occurs in the earlier known deposits, specifiecally as refuse on bed
rock under Court 1 of the iecropolis. ¥For the first tire fioure
carving is represented by more than two oOr three sherds. It is found
only in "surface debris" and undoubtedly is late, probably very late.
_No plumbate has appeared ns yet. Flgurines include a double-headed

bird, probably a dove,

incient Destruction.

#ith further excavation in the South group the evidence for
intentional destruction of buildinss there has evaporated. Natural
eollapee of terrace walls might have produced observed results. But
evidence of violence on the ieropolis at the time of abandonment has
doublaﬁ. The stone seat of a second table throne was unauestionably
intentionally broken up, bec¢ause more than half of it, ineluding all
of the front edge, was missing fpom its room. A large rear portion |

remained in position and a large middle framment leaned agalnst this,
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There was a nicely smoothed top and edpe which could soarcely have

been missed on other fragmwents. All stone in the room was examined.

Palenque

A thres day vist was pald to Palenque in 1936. The prineipal
purpose was to secure architectural data in the north group of
temples, and to complete a study of the palase tables. IMr. Cresson
gugpested that the two parallel mounds of the palace formed a ball
court, ﬁﬁrfaae examination indleated presence of the benches along
the inner sides, and make the ldentliflcation falrly certain. A

morning's work, with permission to excavate, would settle the matter.

Jonuta

Collections of fisurines and pottery from this ceramiecally riech
site have been augmented by purchase eéach year, and are held at ]
Tenosiaue, Drawing and photopraphs have been made of 3ll, and sre
available for study. The fisurines indicate knowledge {f not use of
carved table thrones, with tapering lege and back-soresn, as at

P{edras Nerras.

Pulblications

Brief summaries of the work have appesred in Dr. ¥ason's
contributions to "Notes and News" in Ameriean Antiguity, Vol. 1 #o 1
and Vol. 2 Ho. 2. A Pifth Pledras Negras Preliminary Paper by the
writer "A Pyramld without Temple Ruins, Structure J-3", mimeographed
"and privately distributed, was Lissued in 1936. Several short
illustrated articles have appeuared in the mussum's bulletin. These
are summaries intended for museum members, bMit many i1llustrations
may be of wmore general interest. One of these, Mexican and Mayan

8weat-"aths, by Dr. Mason, Vol. & No.2, deserves special mention,
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&8 it helped to establish the sweat-house funetion of our el ht
"Type X" bulldines. The proof of this, we believe, was completed
by Mr. Cresson with his "Mayan and Mexican Sweat Houses", n master's
thesis on deposit in the Library of the Wnivaréifv of Pennsvlvania,
A condensation of this will avpear in the zmaviban ‘nthropolopgist,
"Poot Forms of Pottery Vessels at Pledras ﬂagrma“ by ¥r. Cresson
and "Identification of Maya Temple Butldinma at %tadrna Negras" by
the writer, both short papers, appeared in the Té%ntyufifth
Anniversary Studles: Philadelphia anthropologiesl 8 &naidty, University

X

of Pennsylvania Press, 1937,

Remarks

Unfortunately the three new supposdd cases of Tikalestvle heavy
rear roof combs supported by very thisck rear walls are reconstructions.
Ho vestige of roofs or combs remained, and the outsides of the rear
walls were entirely gone. The thick rear mass was there 1f the
temples followed the probable ocutlines of their platforms. Two of
these temples were not roofed with the Maya waiillt. Tf they had the
rear aom?)tha roof probably was beam-and-conere*s as thateh is
diffienlt or impossible to imagine on this style of building. Efforts
to detect evidence of beam-and-conerete construction in debris of
these bulldings falled. It is known here on a probably much later
building, aambinad with vaulting. The question 183 ratlsed whether the
great towering Tikal roof-combs, restins on their own foundations in
one-room buildings, may not have evolved before the vault. If beam-
‘and-conerete roofs evolved befors the vault, combs would at that time
have been fessible, but could not have been placed over the rooms.

The beam=and=-concrete roof seems a more logleal earliest alternative
to thateh, because of its oclose analogy to plastered wattle-and-daub

walls, known to be very early at Pledras Negras. Real proof of this
type in early surface bulldings ean be expected only by lucky
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wlle
glrcunstance.

Bvidence of Peten influsnce on tenmple bLulldinpg snd substructure
deaign has been referred to. It apparently was in effae;wyymyﬁg tim&
the earliest carved stelae were erected. At this time 1t is probeble
tha‘aiio alrendy had passed through a péfioéiéh@rqét&fizaﬂ'hyvamall
plain staiée‘and the abasence of high pyramids. The presence of

temples on low separate platforms, posslbly from this period, has been

leell established. The presence of flanged bowls in the earliest

known deposits seems to carry this ceramic shape we'll Dack toward

the beglnning of Cyole B; but 1limits the clty's age to somethuing

considerably less than that of Uaxactun in the center of the southern
area. Late {laoure-carved sherds and certain glyph forms on late
pottery, may have a bearing on important ecurrect theories.

The extensive re-bullding on the scropolis during its latest
main period is one of many factors polnting toward a long pre-vault
pariod. “§9,39Q§ngﬁnltawgreH1n,anxwa@nagmprxﬁggigg,*\In the writer's
opiniapwthia feature was probably bprrowedﬂfrpm the ?egégwiﬁﬂféi;iy
Q;iiddavalopad form, arriving not much before the widdle of syels 9,

or later.

The large number of contemporaneously used throne rooms con-
firms the exlstence of tha well-organiged helrarehy whieh everyone
assumes exlsted. They also provide one important, but not exclusive,
publie or semi-public funetion for the paleces, and ralse the

question whether thls way not have been wide=-spread, numerous paluce

.benches at other sites being ceremonial seats. Evidence of ordinary

domiciliary use is entirely lacking.
hrone 1 18 dated 9.17.15.0.0 and nearly all the others are
gsecondary, or probably so, in vaulted bulldings which sare belleved

to be late. But one stone table 18 in a non-vaulted palace in the
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early south group. Miseellaneous Sculptured Stone No. 9 bears a
ealendar round date read by Dr. Horley as 9.11.10.0.0 and ealled
“Throne 2". Tt s a frasment which can be constdered part of an
unusually small table throne, but corresponds to no other known
subject of sculpture at the site. Total length is unknown, but the
front-to-rear dimension is perfect Tor restoration to the L-shaped
bench in the non-vaulted palace J-12., Removal of such a slab is
guaranteed by the butt of the single leg necessary to supprort one
oornar,vfound buried below the final floor. This falrly well
established break-up of obsolete thrones removes any presumption
that this use of palsce space was exclusively late. In the only
palace which, by plan, roof construction and position, seems fairly
early, and in which we have really searched, a throne has turned up.
Throne rooms may have been used over a long perlod, whether or not
the date on M. 8. 8. No. ¢ iu‘aontemperary. If reconstructed as
proposed, the seat edge could have accomodated seventeen or eirhteen
glyph bloeks, of which only the first seven afﬁ Imown.

The Pledras Negras palaces are mnah like those of Palsnaque
excent for the transverse end rooms, absent at Palenoue and also at
Yaxchilan, except for a single Maler reconstruction which the writer
believes is correct, but which may be wrong. The apparently late
adoption of the end room at Pledras Negras 1s probably under influence
from the Peten, where it 1ls very common. If this is so and the
chronologists will allow 1t, 1ts distribution in Yucatan may have a

similar ortiesin.
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PIEDRAS NEGRAS EXPEDITION

The Expedition to Piedras Negras, Guatemala, under the leadership of
Linton Satterthwaite, Jr., has this year been handicapped by several unforseen
factors but is nevertheless on the point of completing a season of good work
with important scientific resultus. Leaving Philadelphia on March 7 they reached
camp on the 22nd. Work continued steadily since that time until May 29 when
the majority of the workmen were discharged. Mr. Satterthwaite will comtinue
special investigations with fewer men until about July Sfd; Mr. Cresson and
Miss Proskouriakoff will then return, arriving home late in July, while ir. and
Mrs. Satterthwaite will journey through the lowlands of the Peten region, visiting
important archaeological sites such as Uaxactun and continuing on to Guatemala
City to étudy the archaeology of that highland region, and to make desirable
contacts with Guatemalan officiais and archaeologists. They will return in early
September. The expenses of this trip, which will give Mr. Satterthwaite
valuable information, important for his comparative studies,band very desirable
official contacts, are defrayed by a grant from the American Philosophical
Society.

The work of the expedition was somewhat retarded and comfort lessened
by delay in receipt of the equipment. This was occasioned by the tardiness
of the ilexican Goverament in granting permission for entry; the equipment and
food gsupplies finally reached the camp BWentj days late. An even greater

handicap than this was the continuous rains. Ordinarily the month of April

| said

s practically rainless and may rather dry, but this year, acqording to lir.
Satterthwaite's last letter of May 30, "The rains have never ceased and have
slowed us up greatly". Uantil April 15 they were almost constant.

The excavations have, as in other recent years, been devotled mainly to
clearing out numerous small edifices which had previously been examined only
superficially, and to uncovering the early phases of certain buildings to note

the alterations and additions, and thus to secure data on architectural develop-
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ment at this site. Certain dated monuments have now been correlated with certain
levels of buildings, and ceramic types tied up with these so that now better data
exist on pottery sequences and chronology. HMuch attention has been paid to
ceramics this year. Mr. Satterthwaite writes that his main program this year was
to get enough information to recoanstruct twelve pyramids, the temples and subsi-
diary platforms only of which have been known to date."

Six new thrones, each of a new or slightly variant type, have been found
this year, but none of sculptured stone. One of these was obviously intention-

ally destroyed, another corroboration of our opinion that the city suffered a

violent end. A number of complete pottery vessels have been found, but apparently

none of outstanding esthetic value. One of the newly excavated bulldings was
decorated with stucco mask panels.

The excavations have mew proceeded far enough so that Mr. Satterthwaite
is now willing to hazard an opinion as to the appearance of Pledras Negras
and the nature of its architecture in its earliest, days. He sees a provincial
peripheral settlement, of a later date than the citiyes in the Peten which
were then further advanced in culture and architecture. The buildings were
roofed with thatch or with beam and mortar and stood on low platforms, not on
pyramids. No stone stelae, or au any rate no carved stone stelae, had yet
been ¢rected. Such a picture is very different from’our concept of a typical
liaya city, and very @if¥zxenes different from the Piedras HNegras of later days.
The determinaiion of the natiire o: this early pgriod is vitally important for
the study of Maya development; it is the first time that soo detailed and
éomplete a study has ever been made, and such results are possible only Irom

ok
the slow, meticulous, detailed but unspectacular excavations at Mr. Sattertgwaite

has been making for the past seven years , Several more seasons oi' such work

are necessary before the picture will be entirely clear.



The University Yuseum prosecuted its seventh season at Piedras Negras,
CGuatemala (Maym "0ld Empire"),with the writer and Nrs. Settertlmmite, Francis

s Cresson, Jr. and ¥iss Tatiana A. Proskouriakoff as staff, Don Victor ¥. Pinelo
- as Guatemalan government Inspector.

Six "palaces” were worked for information on the fumction of these long
buildings. Six new thrones were encountered, each with the ornamentel backescreen
- which we consider a safe throne diagnostie, together with two benches similar to
nany throne socats, m.ﬁt&mﬂt the sereen, the other possibly without it. A
throne is & stone or mesonry table or bench on which a ﬁaayn notable sat in state.
This we deduce from relief representations in the Usumacinta, Puuc and central
Peten regions. To date, out of seventeen known palaces, eight conteined eleven
thrones and iwo benches which may have been such. This number mey increase with
more complete excavation of four of these eight., Four palaces did not contain
furnishings of imperishable material; five others have not been investigated for
them. Among the palamces there is still no sign of the burned stone "colum altar”
which occurred or probably occurred in fourteen of the sixteen supposed temples.
In only one temple is there a bench of the throne type, and that temple plen is
atypiecal,

It seems clear that in the temples the priest uswelly functioned as the
servant of the Gods, burning incense around the altar, the center of interest,
in some of the rooms of many of the palaces the thrones made the priest himself
the center of interest, pem;}a ag ¢ivil or religious administrator., This is

true also of one, probably twojand possibly more outer rooms of the eight lmowm

_ sweat-houses.

Only two of' the thrones are so pleced that more than a few persons
could gather in a court or plaza in front of the rooms containing them, as is the
case with the temples; nor are the thrones usually centered behind a doorway.

Heny of them eould have functioned in no larger a gathering then that depicted



- -l
on Lintel 3, now in thel\hiﬂmm. Since meny of our thrones are secondary con-
structions, and thrones are absent in at lesst one quarter of known palaces,
other uses for these buildings seem assured. There is no sign that this wes
ordinary habitation. ‘

A minor problem in palace design was attacked and p&rhags solveds The
transversely pleced end-rooms so common in double or multiple-range palaces in
Peten and Yuecatsn are typical at Pledras Negras but rare or sbsent at Yaxchilan
and Palengue, the two other important Usumacinta distriot sites. Three bits of
evidence point %o its introduction h«sﬁ under Peten influence in a middle period.
These are the discovery of a double-renge palace without the enderooms, the late
addition of the ende-room to the predecessor of another, and the ree-modeling of a
third to supply them where originally absent. Apparently this was en immovetion
rejected at the other sites.

Ixcavations on nine temple substructures showed merked correspondences
with central Peten design; this influence, esfablished a vear ago, was evidently
strong for & considerable time, A stratification of inset rectanguler over
inset round corners was found. Two pyramids had a type of relief decoration new
to the site and possibly to Mays architecture generally. The elaborate deity
masks of Pyramid K5 were shown to belong to the latest of three superimposed
pyremids, A seemingly new type of ém@trﬁa relief terrace decoration was found
on the Acropolis. Apparently fairly early, this was incorporated in the base
of & later Wa showing Peten charmcteristics.

Work in the group containing all the earliest dated stelae confirms
the belief thet this group originally consisted of buildings on low substructures,
preceding the later pyremids and probably preceding the carved and the few well-
made plain stelaes on the surface. Finding an extremely small crudely formed

plain stela, broken and used in early masonry, suggests that the steal idea



wdem
reached the site before it was ready for stone carving or the erection of
f

moderately hegvy monu

An ymportant series of late pottery shapes comes from one palace,

ents e«

where pots mm left in profusion on floors and thrones. This collection was
begun & ym ago, but is now greatly augmented. lost were undoubltedly polychrome
painted, ?ﬁ;t being in a nonevaulted palace with little protecting debris, humie
acid has destroged most of the decoration. Sherds in moderate mmbers were
'sﬁliewn@" from various superimposed building levels. Anticipating & proper study
of sherds now available, it seems safe to say that two pottery periods will be
diatingx&ahabla on the basis of bowl shapes and decorations. The moderate sized
manéadwbettom flanged tripod ccecurs in the esrliest known deposits. Since similar
m;nga& forms are typical of the third of four main ceramic periods at Uaxactun,
ix:l; the ga%m, a later beginning of ocoupation at Piedras Negras is implied. This
ﬁo]rea mﬁ:\imsﬂ; the architectural evidence that this was before the earliest
ﬁarveci ;PiPdms Hegras dates. For the first time figure carving is represented by
satisfactory portions of several bowls, all surface specimens of flattened hemi-
sphsrigﬁgal form. Plumbate ware continues to be sbsent from our collections.

In vim, however, of the extreme rarity of carved ware -=- a dogzen or so of finds

in s,maﬁ seagons -- it may have been missed.
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