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NEW MAYA MONUMENTS AT UNIVERSITY MUSEUM

»

Recently received from Piedras Negras, Guatemalg)stelae 13, 14,
40, lintel 12 and leg of altar 4. Already here on exhibition
Siddy 12, lintel 3, throne 1. Exported accéaeding to contract wth
Guat. Gov., Equal number of monuments sent to them. Most of these .
known since 1900, stela 40 discovered about 1920, lintels 12, 3
and throne discovered by expedition. Not only the only large
original Maya monuments in the U. 8., and almost the only ones
in the world outside of Central America, but the very finest of
all known Maya monumengs. Art one of the greatest schoole in
world. Our Maya collection by far the most artistic in world.

Maya of 0ld Empirs, @onservative archeologists admit no
European contact. Admirable art.

Tagk of getting them ocut. Mahogany logs sawn to planks by
hand and boxes made. Momuments boxed, loaded on wagons. Road
about 35 miles long made through forest to foot of great falls,
Then wait from May until January for river to be low encugh.
Rafts made of light strong logs and monuments run through inter-
vening rapid. In bond through Mexico to seaport of Alzarob
Obregon, then by steamer to New Orleansi‘and other steamer to
Philadelphia. Monuments gor Guatemala, frpm ruins in far north-
west Guatemala to Guatemala City, altbbugh only about 175 miles
as crow flies, on account of roadless forest, were sent the s%me
way to New prleans, by steamer to Puerto Barrios and by railroad
to Guatemala City. Some of them were boxed in April, 1931 and
only just arrived, April 1933, Some spent two raing seasons in
forest and box of one came apart on truck at Museum, rotten,

bé&rely got here. All were placed too close to river and were

covered ten feet by flood, full of 8%nd silt when opened
£ ]




but as they had already spent a thcugand years 1n the rain, no
damage done.

All contain hekéroglyphs in addition to carving, these glyphs
giving exact day of erection or dedication in Maya calendar.
Unfortunately the question of the exact correlation between the
Maya and our calendar is still under dispute, there being two
principal fschodls, one of which is probably correct, éach proposing
a day-for-day correlation. According to one scheme, the dates on
tlmse monuments would be from
according to the other, from
Some of the monuments #nt to Guatemala run & little earlier,
elther to

One of the el monuments received here is much earlier,
Being the oldest date so far found at the city. On new lintel
with interesting history. Thig date elther
or . This stone in two parts. Right half héd
been used as building stone in wall of later temple. Tooled shape
noted and stone pulled out, found to have smooth plaster surface,
no carving noticeable. Chipping off plaster revealed carving bensat!
Other half of stone had been thrown out with debris from wall the
previous year, t§§§§23 down pyramid and jumped up into crotch of
roots of inverted stump so that it was not covered by later debris.
Shape and dimensions found to be same with same smooth plaster
face. ‘Fitted tc other stone, plaster chipped off revedled date.
Cleaning finished at museum. Ha&d evidently been used in earlier
as & lintel
templg< fallen or destroyed, d8/d/11A£41, Broken gtone then used
inbuilding wall of later temple. May be many more such broken

monuments used in walls.
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Great task of carving and erecting stelae. All carved
without metal tools, probably using flint, obsidian and sand.
Monuments 18 ft. high and over 6 tons weight transported and
set on end #{fh4 by man power without animal help. Probably had
only ropes and many men.

Lintel 3 already given publicity. _

Throne very interesting and important as supplementing scene
shown on lintel 3, which shows ceremony with figure seated on a
similar throne. Consists of table-top, 2 legs and back screen,
all of carved stone. Holes for attachment of tassels and jaguar
robe as shown on lintel. Missing parts of throne and scattered
condition invhich found prove intentional destruction, probably
after capture af city. All other monuments fallen, most of them
broken and all fé@ces mutilated. We know absolugely nothkng his-
torically of pedple who lived here. Date of throne
Length of screen 6 ft.

Lintel 12. Oldest sculpture and date at P, N, Citcum-
stances of discovery given above. Rather archaic and poor
technical carving, loger part much erdded, erosion probably before
it was broken and reused. Date .Zkb&

Leg of altar, one of 4 legs supporting table. High relief,
representing head of god. '

Stela 12, probably finest in whole Maya area. Great freedom
of art; excellent composition and line. Note foreshortening of
thigh of principal fégure. Height 10 ft., 4 in, width 40 in,
thtckness 18 in., Date . Shows Mdyd/£¥14éf 12 humsn
figures. Maya captor &ief with flanking assistants, supplicant

chief with ear-ornaments. At base 8 prisoners bound with rope,

probably for sacrifice, degraded by removal of ear-ornaments.



Stela 40. In two parts, massive, about 18 ft. high. Part
of undecorated part had to te sawn off base to get in hall, This
part will be kept for possible repl@cement. Weight ovef 8 tons.
Shows figure sowing corn which falls on head of Farth-Goddess,
shown with metate or corn-grinder.Déte

Stela 14, one of finest. About 2 ft 5 in tall. Superficial
Oriental appearance, with figure seated in niche, so-called

"Buddha figure. probably represents a god. Worshipping figure,
qprobabiy’priest, with feather wand in low relief below.
Date

Stela 13, much erocded and broken but very high art.

Algo shows chief or deity sowing corn. "One of the finest
examples of Mayan Sculpture, showing a fine sense of composition
and & e9neiderable knowledge of perspective"” (Spinden)

Date About S' 6" high.
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THE WORK OF THE ELDRIDGE Re. JOHNSON HIDDLE AMEHRICAN EXPEDITIORS OF THE
UNIVERSITY MUSEUM, PHILADELPHIA, AT PIEDRAS NEGHAS, PETEN, GUATEMALA,
BY J. ALDEN MASON,%EB LINTON swrmmﬁum}, J&. ord enny Baudthe,
Excavations and other researches have now been conducted for three
seasons, 1931-1933, at the Maya "0ld Empire® city of Piedras Negras in Peten,
Guatemala, by the Eldridge R. Johnson Middle American Expeditions of the Univer-
8ity Museum of the University of Pennsylvania in MladelpMs. The first two
expeditions were wnder the leadership of Dr. J. Alden Mason, the third under
lr. Linton Satterthwaite, Jr., who was assistant director of the first two
R expeditions. Other members of the expeditions have been Mr. Fred Parfis and
lr. T. Egan-Wyer, engineers, and Miss Mary Bﬁ‘bler and Mr. David W. Amram, Jr.
It is not yet (February 1934) certain whether the expedition will return again
in 1934.
The work is being conducted under a contract with the Guatemalan
= / Government, under the terms of which% government retains title to the objects
‘\éxparted, half of which are sent to the National Museum of Guatemals, the other
};m to the University Museun on loan.

The most spectacular feature of the work has been the exportation of
some of the large sculptures sent out by the first two expeditions. To
Philadelphia were sent Stelae 12, 13, and 14, discovered by Maler in 1899, Stela
40, discovered by Morley and Ricketson in 1921, a leg of Altar 4, discovered by
Maler, Lintels 3 and 12, and Throne 1, the latter three discovered by the Museum
‘Expeditions. These are all now shown in the Maya Hull of the University Museum,
together with other objects such as a stone from a ball-court ecarved with the
. figures of two men apparently dressed i“or the game, a restored stucce head, and

many smaller objeets. An account of this phase of the work, together with
illustrations of the monuments, has been published in the Bulletin of the Pan
American Union for February 1934,

To Guatemala were sent Stelse 8, 15, 33 and 36, Lintel 4 and three legs
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of Altar 4, All of these wers discovered by Maler except ﬁhe torso of Stela
15 which was found by Morley and Ricketson in 1921, All are now exhibited in
the Saldn Argueoldgico del Museo de Gustemala in Guatemala City, and are
descriped and illustrated in the September 1933 issue of the Anales de la
Sociedad de Geografia e Historia de Guatemala. Half of the smaller objects

are also displayed there, including anotier restored stucco head and a carved ad dfid

‘A'appa;*ently from & second throne.
To export these monuments it was necessary to build a road about
thirty miles long from the ruins around the great rapids and falls of the ‘
V%' ®Bandsl Grande® of the Ususacinta River to San Josée To this placs they were
carried on wagons, then placed on rafts, run through a small rapid and then down
the river to Alvaro Obregén where they were loaded on steamships.
The more seientifie aspects of the work have produced many very
important results. With the purpose of placing thése results promptly in
V the hands of specialistis, they are being published in a wexy limited edition of
small mimeographed papers entitled "piedras Negras Preliminary Papeﬂx;i: and sant
EAX to a selscted list of interested specialiata th ’wM
these bave to date (FPebruary 1934) been published, a General Descriptiona and
a report on the South Group Ball-Courty(Me=. 7).
In 1932 Mr. Parris made a complete survey of the ceremonial centers
and small parts of ad,jacent areas, and drew up a detailed map showing just
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ures. K In 1933 he
, . devoted hinself susll structurosy PRSI
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A t 8 venty—-five of these hundred I mozmds, pyramids and structures

are in the three principal ceremonial groups, and thirty-five, including all the
largest ones, have now been superficially investigated, at least by trenching,

sufficient to afford information on their architectural nature. About eleven



=B

buildings have been more or less thoroughly excavated. Most of the temples
mentioned by Maler have been rather thoroughly excavated, including the so-
called Temple of the Eight Chambers (P-7) ,the Temple of the Stela of the
Vietims (0-13) ,the so-called Temple of the Three Stelae 9-11 (J-3), the Temple
of Stelae 22-25 (0-12), the Temple of Stela 29 (R-3), and the Temple of Stelse
32-37 (R-5)« All the other structures shown on his map are among those that
have been trenched.

While our acquaintance with Piedras Negras has emhanced our ad-
miration for Maler's energy, perseverance e_md pioneer ability, yet we must
report with regret that, here at least, little reliance can be placed in his
plans and deseriétim;s of structures. He makes bald statements of 'facts
which were not e;ie;;{n to W@mﬂms failed to corroborate.

Por Anatancn s fovod B Sanie 6 D 0L ®"stairway, built against the middle
of the rear wall of the temple (0-13) (which) once led up to the ﬂatlrocf‘
(pe58), nor is there any indication that the roof was originally flat. Alse

the broad front stairway, of which Maler said there was no trace (p.58), was

A T, ).vbb,mwkao,(-wawn ) arasoheihs
adily revealed,
riarhrf—# PR = SRS Y v | :ﬁdﬂ;wo* - o .L,o
A more egregious m.as tement concerns the Temple of the Eight

Chambers, the plah of which has oew‘ extensively reproduced as an example of
an wnusually highly developed type of Maya architectural plan. . He states
et theksnik sing il (pe52), but his only besis for
this statement was that the width of the front and rear chambers is so great
that he could not conceive of them as being single rooms, and so posited the
existence of intermediate wallse There was no trace of tk‘lese walls either
before or after excavation; the structure consists of i‘oAu;;;?ams in addition
to the central sanctuary. HMany other features of the outer wells and of
its doorways are also incorrect on his plan.
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Excavations revealed frequent instances of superposition of buildings,
the enlarging of a pyramid by covering up the earlier pyramid and its apical
structure, after dismantling the roof and upper walls of the latter, with
rock fill, and building another larger pyramid surface, surmounted by a temple
at a higher level. : Up to five building periods have been distinguished on
the Aeropolis, and 2 one free-standing pyramid (K-5) two buried structures
were found under the uppermost one.
Z The researches indicate that the masonry vault was introduced
(probably not M) at Pledras Negras at a middle period in the dated
history of the city, and that at an earlier period masonry walls were used o'vi%
with roofs of more perishable materlsls, probably including beam and mortari
roofs, and also buildings were made entirely of perishable materisls with
supporting wooden posts. In the southern section of the city, where the
:;ideat dated monuments are found, most of the structures apparently had no
stone vaults, while in the spparently later parts of the city such non-vaulted
structures are the emception at the surface sad have been found umderlying
vaulted structures. Excavations do not as yet indieate, however, that there
was here a uniform evolutionary development from buildings made entirely of
perishable materials to those of masonry walls and perishable roofs, and
then to those built entirely of stone. It is probable that all three were
in simultaneoué use at the close of the period of occupation.

On one of the pyramids gigantic grotesque stucco masks m
s those at Uaxactun were found. Two ball-gourts were

excavated, giving further proof, if any were needed, that this feature is an
element of the Maya "01d Empire®. OUne is in the apparently older section of
the city, the other in the probably later section, and the two present
differences in detail that may be significant.
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Aside from structural considerations, all bult one of the pyramid
temples investigated are relatiwely simple single-chambered affadis, though
two have narrow doorways in the rear. The exception, Str. 0-13, has three
chambers, one behind the other, with addltional small chambers on either side.
It is probably the composite result of two or more periods of construction.

There appear to be a mumber of very small single—ehamber ceremonisl
buildings on low platforms which may provisionally be compared with the
Shrines of the East Coast of Yucatan, though these are larger and have only
one narrow low doorway. The central sanctuury of Halerts ®Temple of the
Bight Chambers® (P-7) is one of these, later surrounded by four large chambers
which give it a wmique plane.

¥hat we call a Mdouble-range palace®™ occurs only on the Acropelis,
and is very similar to the palace buildings at Palenque, except that trans-
verse end rooms sre here added, and each building stands free ol the others.
The multi-chambered buildings usually associated with the term ®palace™ in
other areas appear to be absent, though the-lomng principel gFuileriesof our

The double~range palace seems to have been modified to form long

single-range buildings which we find built out from platforms supporting the
former type. -In these "built én® buildings, there seems to be little doubt
that the rear half-vault is a true cantilever, its weigit eenécioualy
balanced by masses of masonry in the hearting of the platform against which
it was builte. In the lightest of the daubl&mée p&laées, cantilever action
alone was apparently insufficient to prevent vault collapse, and vault beams
or roof, or both, must have been essential to stability.

One small non-vaulted building on & low platform comsists of two
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parallel chambers, one behind the othere. Excavations in one suppéééd
house-mound indicate non-vaulted small structures ;;laced around three sides
of a small courte Apparently the wé.lla were of stone, but only'at the bases

A peculiar low platform within the ceremonial areas has been cleareﬁ.
It was distinguished by the presence of tweaty-five small cylindrical altars,
and by uwncertain evidence of a late reoccupation of the citye

Masonry piers, always of the thickness of the walls, are much in
evidence, hoth in vaul'bed and non-vaulted buildiﬂga. S.tngle, double and
triple doorways, formed by the introduction of these plers, occur in the
pyramid temples and in the palaees. But on the latter buildings the number
of adjacent doorways is usually much greater so that in effeet the main
chambers become open colonnades.

Apart from the "shrines® all observed doorways are fairly wide,
and the variation in the width of piers between them is not great. Where |
the wall is thick, the plers are nearly square. Known vauli-spans vary
from l.40m to 2.88m, and the thickness of vault-supporting outer walls varies
from +52m to l.30m, with the thinnest walls under the widest span. A
pragresaiv;a mastery of the technical problems of vault ereciion, once this
type of roof was introduced, appears highly probable. Most vaulted types
are duplicated in mon-veulted buildings. The widest known chember {5.00m)
was mn-—vaﬁlted, as would be expedted, but very narrow chambers with thick
walls but without vaulis abte also knowne. It is thus impossible, except in
the case of extremely wide chambers, to deduce the type of roof from ground
plans alones

Mesonry is, in gemeral, of the slab variely, with trve venecer
entirely absents Vaults are wmiversally faced with c#rballaé glabs especially
selected for thinness, but the faces zre not beveled and there is no hint of
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the specialized tongue of northern Yucatan, which seems to have its analogues
elsewhere in the 0ld BEmpire.
Vault beams were used, and the few sockets which were left
are deep.
Exterior stucco decoration undoubtedly played a large part in

the adornment of facades, but except for tiny remmants, the upper zones are

now all fallen.

at
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Buried bermeath the floors of cartain tomplel beneath crvltelae

" e = El ($]
and altarn. honoath cortain upright small cylindriecal ons Garaiat pillarg in >
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some temples and also under open pavements were found many ceremonial eachel
usually 1nterred in pottery vessels, the latter generally undecorated. These
caches almost invariably contained "eccentric® flint and obsidian objects,
and generally objects of shell, bone and jadey PO N T

A total of ten burials were found under several varied comditioans.
of thaee,three were under a probable house floor, two in or under the pavement
at the base of a pyramid, one within an Acropolis platform, one in a cave, one
in the center of a ball court, and one under a plaza floor.

The most important of these was of a person, probably a young
man, apparently of high rank, buried in a stone-roofed vault in an important

W
situation. With him were busris® two children. The associated grave
VB gxrreiq
furniture included a large mosaic mirror of hematite, tem inches in diameter,
+ £

two hemat;t.e supposed headband fillets, many orpaments of very fine jade,

one of them with incised hieroglyphs, a great quantity of small shell plaques,
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four of which bore incised hieroglyphs, and other objects of pottery, bone,
shell, flint, obsidian and jade. The burials show a surprising variety of
features, in position and character of the grave structure, and in other

respects. Ho flexed skelstons have beén encountered.



Piedras Negras pottery seems at present to constitute a distinet ceremic unit. It
comprises polychrome, orenge, yellow, red, brown, mottled, black, and unslipped wares,
end is marked by an extensive use, in polychrome ware, of negative painting, Although
this technique appears sporadically in the Maya area, the orange-yellow and white designs

on a Ped background that characterize it at Piedras Negras do—mob-seem as yetA$o=ans;§;;;?A

other sites. Another distinctive feature of Piedras Negras pottery is the use of a jar
a

withlsonstricted neck and a shoulder with an approximate right-angle bevel, a shape rare
inthe Maya aréa, Shapes include cydinder jars, jars with comstricted necks, horizontally
flanged bowl%;’with ring baseZbr tripod feet, beveled bowls, ktww bowls with flet baees
and straight or flaring sides, and fine rimmed lids for bowls,. Decoration is chiefly
painted, although there is some incising and éhamplevé; and smme low-relief carving in a
fine orange ware. On the negative side, the following items should be noted:-the absence
of effigy feet, of handles, of tetrapods, of spouted end shoe vessels; the almost complete

lack of effigy vessels, modelled decoration, and ring feet.

The pottery comes from two sources, one the general excavation work , —the—meteriai-—from

—whieh—is—weluable malnly TOT Comparahive—puppose=s, the otherAstratigraphic cuts, from

M M /
the use of polychrome apparently decreasing from theaumﬁkb&sﬁiﬁﬁmxh;zf and suggest a com=-

7

Lo g
paratively shodt ocecupation of the city. There are w evidences @fAantacszith the High-
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lands, with Copan, with Tabasco, with Brisish Honduras, wikks with the Peten, but none
as yet which warrant en attempt at correlation,
The frequent occuﬁgice at Piedras Negras of mouliﬁade figurines in a finely-executed,

realistic style, shows that the mou{?Qfde figurine belonged to the 01d Empire, and was not

B
exclusively a late producte. A figurinek of the Diving God, also consiffered late hereto-
A

fore, proves this concept to have been early as well. There are no "archaice" figurines

from this site, and the implication is that figurine-making, like pottery painting, was

already well-developed by the people who settled Piedras Negras.



vemorandum on the Fledras Negras Project
of the University M,seum

when Europeans first entered the Americas th@g found

e e 201740 SOMEnN The Sag Toay PRelr Fornar somplextt

3?15?53.°XA e°§$§va§¥a’ana from this center - esst ggd south
o

:» the hland South rica, east and porth from
ggg?rt 52;%¥e: agdag uthern Mexico’ - the eemplexityhgzelife

decressed, As an example in North America one might

treveled, 4in A,D. 1500, going north and northeast from the
lowlands of gu&temala. He would have begun among the dead bones
of the Maya "01d Empire", surrounded by rulned mnsonzg
buildings, helro lsphia exts of astronomical calculations

on accurstely dated monuments. He woyld pass through the

less advenced but very much allve Attec "empire", itself
founded on an earlier dead culture, Eventually he would come

to the pueblos of our own Southwest (which stlll flourish)
where the cconomic basis is still agriculture, but the 1life

and knowledge much simpler, Striking northeast he would pa:s
thrOugg many tribes who eultlveted corn, gerhaps bullt mounds,
but who d41d ' a great desl of hunting and fishing for a livliihcod,
Passing beyond the Gpest “akes to Labrador he woyld find the

Indians there depending on hunting, fishing and gathering netural
wild food plants, without any farming whatever,

It 1s perfectly plein that the émarieas wera first
geOples by tribes without agriculture - "savages”. Thet somewhere
n the gentrasl area agriculture was invented and then sgread out,
That within the egriciltural areas simple peasant 1life developed
more complex sociel forms until Afnally, long before Columbus,
there were saversl peaks of culture were so high as to mnrit_gha
term eivilizations, comparsble with sncient Egypt and Mesopotamia,

The fundemental xbkx aims of American Archeclogy as we see it
are t¢ first unearth and report the meterials for, end then to
write the history of the original peopling of the Amerleas by
hunting tribes of low culture and to tell how and why the various
civilizations grew up from this base, In some cases the are is
complete and we should be sble tc follow the collapse of
civilizations (nﬁtnbii.tha Maya) without European influence,

The importence of such a story when it 1s worked out will be the
same as that of o0ld world history on modern thinking, with this
added slement, It 1s practically certalin that no important
influences, ebove a paleolithic or neolithic lewel, came from the
0ld the the new world, When we know the stories of both we will be
in & position to compare snd perhaps be able to determine some
features which are aceldontal and others which are fundamentally
human and universsal,



All that 1s & big order not lilely te filled for &
century or two, but archeclogical iand ethnologiecal) grniects
should be designed to add, esch & 1little, to the final big
picture,

Tris museum hes during sev-ral years past been attacking
the problem from both ends, seum expeditions have been working
on Eskimo (hunting) cultures in Alaskas, and on pre-agricultural
remeins in the southwest, Our Mr. Edger B, Howard has taken a
leading part in defintel{ showing that man existed in America
at the same times as extinct specles of buffalo, sloth, mammoth,
horse, ®te, and 1s planning to follow this trall north to Alaska,
and south through Mexico.

At the same time we have dug for three sessons, ani hope
to continue for many more, in the Heya 01d Empire regien, the

scene of the highest pre-tolumbian Americen culture, The particular
site chosen supplements and does not duplicate other work In ‘
t?e§ﬁa : agea. wg war% hagg inihaggtuggh the Garﬂaggo Instituiog .
of Uas on e on other ins ution w carrying on ortan
work t 935 A d@,galig thng ars also wor ng n.ghQSSGutgggst

(as ave others) but in Sultubes intarmediate Between the high

xgra and the low hunters being investigsted by ¥r. Howard and several
cthers,

. The ¥aya ares - southern Wexieco, Yucatan, northern Guatemalas,
British Honduras and contiguous parts of Spanish Honuras ~ fslls
inte a number of subeareas distingulishable by surface observation
alone, The Carnegle excavations are confined to two of these -
the "New Empire" of northerm Yucatan and the heart of the "01d
Empire” in the Department of Peten, Guatemala. We have chosen oOne

of ree 1 citi f a distinct sub-area « the basin
og tgg %um§c£§%gcr»%%r 1n’3hgeh there has been no prior
excavation, though planfy of surface study to show 1ts prime

importance,

Qur.plan is to more or less completely excavate this one
Maya city. W_know from its monuments that it flourished for at
lesst three hundred years, snd collapsed with the general decay
of all the other 014 "mpire cities. Its ert was of the vor{
finest so that we have a starting point et the very top of the
cultura scale, When we get through we will have a sample chapter
covering the final period when "progress” resched its peak with
stone-snd-mortar bulldings, stone, stueco end painted art of first
order, astronomy was the then most sccurate in the world, writing
was beginning to become phonetie, und so on, We mey have some 1dea
of why it all collapsed, and we should have reliable elues as %o
where to lock for the rocts of all this exhuberance,

To be a little more ppecifie, in the past three seasons
we have indentified a good meny bullding types, pottery types
burial types, evidence of certain customs and so one, The eusﬁ is
to go on and get all the varieties of everything which leaves its



mark in the dirt, and to arrange them in chronological series,
When thet 1s done, end only them, 1s sound interpretation
possible, For the chronclogy our eppartunitz is unigue, for here
at Pledras Fe§rns is the longest series of garved dated monuments
{erected regularly, every five yzaaa)‘plus the econveniont Naya

custom of ver 0ld busld s with bigger and better ones
whzah? ef cgggsg, age ater, » ing h gge

e haye to date completely excaveted seven surface temples

(21l on zyramids] and one each of two types of suggosed palaces;

We have trenched for erogs-seetions five pyramid temples and nine
#2088 palaces; have completely dug what seems to be a minilature

ype of temple (possibly early) and trenched two others, Ope

section of & residential structure has beem completely clesred,
Deep cuts have shown thus fapr five, four, three andtwo superimposed
periods of bullding, Two ball ecourts heve been eleared, of which

the certalnly later 1s very differcnt from the earlier, We can &
sttach specifie dates to a2 considerable number of th»s? bui-dig By
apart from relative dating of superimpoge’ straa?unas agﬂ the E‘
contents = pottery, jade and other jewelry, ete,), We think we have
about proved the arproximaste dste whem wocden rocfs gave wasy to
masonry veulted roofe, but this needs to be confirmed by further
tets, Ten buriels have been found and carefully ecleesred and
recorded, They fall into no less than six distinet types,.

During the first two szeasons the gra am included export
of sixtecn of the large monuments, one half to Guatemals and the
other half here on loan, Thet was t0 preserve the best of Maya
sculpture from destruction, The site iz in the heert of the Jungle
where government protcetion camnot be had, That policy is diScontinued
for the present at least, because it 1s so expemsive and because

the end has been largely accomplished, ;

It 1e Impossible In & few words to sey how lmportant the
results thus far have been, and ss a matter of faect, their final
importence depends largely on having a complete story into whieh to
fit each part, We feel that rosmlts have becn more satlsfactory
from the selentific viewpoint than wes hoped, end we hoped a great
deals F.om the point of view of sculptured art in itself, the
worth of the contribution 1s unquestioned. ¥We have seved some of
the finest pleces from destruction snd have ourselves discovered
seversl previcusly unknown, smong them the very finest (Lintel® 3).
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