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Why do institutions like our museum dig out the dead bones of
the pust? Certeinly & prime consideration ig often the hope of finding

1

and prescrving beeutiful or rare objects, and making them known. Even so,
an archaeologist is expected to reconstruet the broad outlines of the

life and times of the people who produced them=~to answer the guestions

How?, Why?, Yhen?, 28 well as Thaet? Anything, no matier how hnmpectacular,

may be gned grist for the mill.

Npe can inter mch more than otherwise concerning "lost civilizations®
if the zite is in Misdle America, or in the Andean region of Gouth aAmerica.
It is then possible to work backwaerd in time from two sorts of non-archseological
sources of information. The white conanerors wrote accounts of uative high

gultures in these aress, as they were destroying them; und some smll groups

:d o preserve something of the ancient ways of thought and practice,

-~

and can be astudied today.

In ¥Middle America one of these stuborn modern groups, the Lacondone
Maya, are a dying rermant inhabiting the otherwise deserted forests south of
Puedras “egras, in Guatemsala, where we dug from 1931 to 1l939. They normally
avoid the white man and most of his works. Hevertheless they heve been visited
from time to time by ethnologists. Dr. 4. M. Tozzer, of Harverd, hss published
an exceptionally full ucoount of thelr religous and magicel bellefs @

nofamael $0 o tho fmad 40 P16 0T,
pra*fices. I'rom his smudv I shall here se¢ect a few items of information whiech

%
seem to help teoward an understanding three pottery objects recovered during our

excavations. Two of these are illusirceted on Fyate 00, with front &nd side views
larger, frok below,
of eagch. ¢ view of the Bakkemxmfxkhexiuxgme shows that it is not really a vessel,

gince it lacks & bottom, and this is true of the other alsn.

(R



The third object in which we are here interested is the lidded bowl shown

in Plate 00, Fig. 00 which we can called the"splked vescel", from the
on the +usd
peculiar excreserges wi-h-whteh bowl and cover. The face on th?ﬁbottomless

vessels is certainly less than beauliful. It represents a Msyz god, but we

shall ggzg resist = temptation to try to identify him specifically. Oyr chief
concern here is how he was served by his worshippers, and we shall return to him
later.

The psinted vessel on Plate 00 (Fig. 00) ¥as made xmixusmd by the
i | ~
witih ofhaas
modern lacondone of whom we heve spoken, and}acqutred by purchese some yeears &g0.

These people mske pilgri-ages to the ruins, and leave such vease}a behind them.
P & ‘ws‘m‘*g\ &?‘?'f‘%*v* *Mg f@y;f &fﬁs\ I’if"’ fihﬁj
Iﬂsaw a number in a ruined room at Yaxchilasn, south of Piledras “egragf in-30¢ ,

Th&. practice had Leen noted long before. Whatever else these little pots may

be to their makers, they function as incense-burners. Considerable numbers are
usually
used in o ceremony. The incense, a gum/called copal, is burned in the bowl, and
C B the batandive
flames and a pungent black smoke rise from it. A@ﬁhﬂ;?big the smoke is the

counterpart of rain cl-uds, but it has megical curative power for individusals,

if properly handled. Palm leaves may be wgved in the smoke as the head of a

fagily chants. Mn returning to his family with the leaves, "If any part of the

body is afflicted, it is tapped and rubbed at greater length with the leaves”,
In the village (i.e. when not at & ruin) the ceremonies reguire

& special hut which we can cell & temple. Here the censers are kept, and &also

a special cLéy cover, illustrated by Dr. Tozzer, but not reproduced here. It is

more or less hemispherical in shape, with sections of the rim cut or broken out

%lgm 3‘3
for ventilation, and apparently there is a broken~offzhandle on one side. This
cover is used for eco._lecting soot from the burning copal gum. It represents the

dome of the sky, snd the soot is symbolic of the black rain cloud. Indeed, the

name of the Rain Cod, Mensabak is equated by Dr. Tozzer with "maker of the

black powder or soot”, Nur little vessel is painted in the msnn r described,hﬁ%h*%’
G
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The stripes are black and red, on o white chalk base. The black pigment,
one understands, must be égggi soot .

In Pig. 00 of the same plate we show another Lacondone censer, at
the same scale., This was found with others in e ronflees palace room &t
Piedras Yegras. Tyey had been placed over debris already fallen from the roof,
but were buried by more debris which presumably fell after the lacondones
hsd left the censers as offeringé?o some modern god who lived here. The form
is very sinilar to that of ancient spi ed vessel, which was found about
a hundred years away, but below the ancient prepared surface. In essenﬁ@&is
the cover of the older vessel is not unlike the modern dome-of-heaven soot

Kol
eollector. Crrgges in the handle-like pretrubspawrec al the top Torm a
eroes which probably symboiized the four world directions which figure in the
\Thedemol i

Lacondene ritual. W@%f is honllow, with a hole in the top which could be for
vertilation. A difference between the modern and ancient bowls 1s that the
older one lacks tiny perforatxona in tFe bottom snl lower parts of the

CONE - ;*5@ VLA
sides. Such holes, about " d in diamter, seem to be the rule in modern

a A
Lacondone censers. But we have one in our collections which has only & single
hole, in the center of the bottom; and if there are any in the ¥& painted vessel
shown, they are entirely stopped up by the white peint on the outside, a
as vfﬁfﬂgféf;.

remains of the gum inside. Nbviously the holes &re no functionslly necessary}i

The cnrregpon@ﬁ%&e in the form of the spiked bowl is significent, for
this combination of hemispherical bowl on a relutively high annuder base does not
ccenr in the general run of Piedras Negras potitery. I think no Maya specialist
would cuestion that it is en ancient incense burner, as elassified by Dr. Butler
Lewis in her study of pottery at this site. My specisl point here is that it
is sood evidence that the modsrn bacondone form and the gathering of the soot may

be a survival from times prior to the *ays date 9.15.5.0.0., The splked veseel

was buried before the base of Stela 9, provably erected at this time, when



when temples were more than thatched huts, and the great period of iaya
sculpmre was begirning. This might be as late as the Thirteenth, or as
early as the Sixth Gentmry. I thi-k the best "scientific guess"” is that
the spiked censer was lald away in the Eighth @6ntury of our era.

The Lacondone make thede censers in two sizes, esch with similar

s btatnd?
up~turnad feces at the rims. "n the larger ones, at least, each face
o shirt nded of wisin aamid, who 0t 0 a sl of agand F01 o hadhafer Wimes G e
inage.ef a—partieular. gody known by name to the priest, though to an outsider
{?r}\ poa Sitees 2O Jumthion Lymmw@g wd Mbadbingin S, eqasat 9? the bMM Gt 14
all nesks appear pretty much alik‘é’;,\ The masks on the smaller censers represent a shii
 ons Scbhosed fo a.d i Mo goute o coomeny et LW,
lower class of gods or spirits, & 38d-of it B WAG B Lo Suetion Lo

belomas %
as servants and messengers. Nme or several of these smaller vessels il to &
-~
7
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a psrticular Mgpi—ane . For convenience we can speak o{’“‘*?mr" and ‘"servant" e

L

Litieia o aieE

godemend censers. The modern Lacondone censer I{rom Fiedrss “egras was acecompanied

by smaller mmgs "servants’,which are not illustrated. Judging by size only,

the ancient spikecicenser was a Servant. It is shown in Plate 00 at the same scale as -
A g

the two lacondone vessels with gods on the rims. It lacks the iiage,me=d-i-kimni

A

§ .
55
'

W
3

thsmi but 1t seems permissible to imagine that, &t the eurlier time and place,

images were made separately--vet not necessarilly divorced from the ritusl of the

t

censers. T'ye vessel in Plate 00, Fig. 00, shows a censer of sinllar form. A

g
complete figure is attached, but it could easily have been made to stand D4
P id
separately., This censer was found by the late Dr. Thomas “ann on the surface of .,§,
a mound. v 3
[ pag it
T}w%hacondona censers, visual embodiments og gods and spirits, are
stluwad .

nornally kepnt on &Aahelf in the temple hut. Some, but not all, may be taeken down
for s vparticuisr ritual. Those which are to actively participate &re renged on
A

a carpet of 1{.‘2&;&?\ leuves, laid on the floor before the shelf, or on & Emxil

low table. Maya gods do not work for nothing.,They must be offered various

s e T

§

*
¥

things, and they must be fed. Food and drink is setuelly applied to the
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protruding lower lip of the mask on the censer. Those remaining on the shelf

must be nearbdby, for they zre fed at intervals during the ceremony, us well

as thnse on the asltar of palm leaves. Should these people shif% the scene

to to one of our trpical excuvated Piedrus Negras temples they would find

& low mosonry bench across the rear of the room, providing & suitable

shelf for their clay censer-gods., The altar of lcuves could be spreud before

it, but a new element would enter the picture. This is & short stone column
(messansre, Sneands, o bolls)

inserted upright in the plaster floor. If the censers, gmmaswés@ﬁawﬂnmw

small-servant-ones, were arranged close about this column, it would be come

blackened with soot, and damaged by the heat of the blazing gum; yet the

surrounding floor itself need show no effects of the fires. This is the

situation, found repeatedly. The censer function for the spiked bowl,

derived from modern practice, helps explain features in the ancient temple

Lrbhiteuture. Clay images of e godn were pr&ébly nan@aﬁ on the long

% - ”:5,4“‘ L

H’;; i bt Bafina M EB 6 !‘, ai{ f ‘ .:2
benches; Ak blaaing censers to p;ovide bluck smoke were probubly pleced

S § G S =1 g Rrdh gk "; gé ;

close to the column altar during actual ceremonies. Porhhps the 1nag% was
placed on the altar itself, where it would be bathed in the smoke/ provided
by hee servantgion the fl~or.

Gorrespondece with modern practice may be even closer. A specisl
Cod, Usukun , "is not of good intention", &nd has the earthquake spirit for his
servant. e slone is excluded from the temple, but is served outside, %o khe
east. At Piedras Yegres he could have been fed and bathed in the pungent
smoke at a second eolumn altar, set up on the pyramid, but in front of and
outside the temple building (though not necesserily to the eust).

These burned colurmn altars are present in the earliest Pledras
Negras temples, so far as we can judge, and they seem to carry the ritusal of

the incense-burner back to a time long precedin~ that of the spiked example

actus 11y recovered. The lecandone censers rust be renewed periodically, in



Yn & ° é;hv‘*ﬁwﬁ i @

theory every year. The old and "dead” mastews, with theffr servant vessels,
fos itm M’z.,,; &

are then carefully hidden away iun-eewes, Thus it is easy to understand why

we find the ancient temple areas bare of the | idols of the which the

conquerors spoke.
The “acondone hsve ang:her clua? of god-image, to which Dr. Tozzer
b mauw Fods, trend]
restricted the term "idol". The;% Zré nb% reﬁewed, but are carefully hsnded dowgt
from father to son. llsch hes been obtained only after the god concerned has
Signified his willingness, and & pilgrimage has been made to his home for the
purpose. These gods are little stones, some of them miniature carvings which
be likely to
are unddubtedly the work ‘of the sneients, including what we should/classify
as "jade" ornzments%. They belong in the bottoms of theW;;;;;r@f:nsers,
remaining there below the burning gum. Sugh gods as these are by no means
absent from our excavated collections. They are common enough, but were found
carefull buried, with other sacred small objects, in special pots not of the
censer class. An especlally common place was below a column alter, which means that
they were laid awasy for good when a new temple was being builfld Perhaps theee
atone gnds also died and had to be laid awsy, and new ones made~-but at some
time interval longer than the ye.r.
neeasionaly the collapse of some wall must throw one of these ancient
miniature carvings to the surface, where a =acedene lLacandone could find it.
His obvious interest in these may cause his association of certain zods with
certain ruins. Wé are impressed by deud architecturaley and sculptural

magnificance. The Indian is probably awed by the gods behind it all, which for

hin are still alive.
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In pursuit of clay 1mageé of ancient Piedras qw?gras god?)we turn to
the gentlemsn shown in Plate 00. Allowing for what is missing and had to be

restored in plaster, the faces on these two chects méy-or may not have

i

PRI P SO AP B O
been as alike as two peas=--=but they were certaianly very similﬁr] In the

reconstruction, & miasing part of one has been made to agree with the same

part of the other, where that is present. There was no such control for the

ends of the band passing under the eyes, nor the loop in it over the nose. On both
there sre traces of black pasint or slip, but not of soot. The bledk had been
apparentiy applied all over the exterior, but not the interior, in euch case.
The effigies are on tall clay forms without bottoms, as elready noted. The

basie form flares slightly at t?e Eop, is pinched f; at the bottom, and rests on

oy A
a thick ring of clay for a ba;:TAgéfigies onkmore truly cylindrical forms are
rire but not unknovn elsewhere, and we can cell these "eylinders" omdy by
courtesy.
The modifications of this "eylindrical" form, which provide the

image, link it with various known or probable censers in various ways, only

some of which will be noted here. The Lacondone priest wears a head band,

which he first places around the riw of the censer. ‘s slready noted, us he
proceeds he litteruly feeds the iﬂuéas on the protruding lower 1lip. Ylate 00,
Fig. 00, shows a censer from the lgland of Cozumel. Dr. Tozzer suggests that the
head bank is represented, and that a projection below the mouth received the

bva%aéfy

offering. We have dubieus-—bub-—passidly significant correspondences on our imeges.
wothamy sfee (¢

There is & head band, ®as It does not run clear ar-und, but then nemaggg:&swara

shown at the back. There is a ledge, with no reprosentation of the mouth at alls

or else the lower jaw juts far forward of an absent or vestigial upper lip,

in the menner of the little painted “scondone cemser illustrated. These images could}

easily be fed. lamie and smell clay "buttons” appear on thet part of one

ear-flap or flunge which is preserved, and thste may be seen on the



%
;, é censer of Plate 00, Fig. » which is reproduced from Tozzer's study.
gy [}
Q% 2; If thece objects of ours hed botbnms, nﬁ?na wuld hestitate 1o classify
3 3 :
g .: them as censers. Tt has been suggested that more tryly eylindrical
g X :
B
% ™ effigy/way have served as stands for the censers, or as chimney-like
gt o or in them, "
%§* pleces to be placed over them?aﬁur pleces introdice two new elementssfor
Blyx —
=,

TxExkxs consigeration in seeking the function of bottorless effigy objects.

“urs are definitely not true cylinders in intention or fact; and each has

I}

4s & gx;ﬁ
1 A
']
w P Fime wesd gndae

”,, bsen intentionally tilted somewhat upward, 1i)<:e the masks on the lacondone & 2

g = Yhough o helps o +o b chuss Moya GodS as humgry chldaeTo bag,

" 2% censers. The titling argues against the pot=-stand hy.»othesia,)\lhe botton of '%gy
5 % a A
w L y the smaller "eylinder" is not illustrated, but it is distinctly omal rather » db
> v:*;\\;, as a "chimngy,
< % ¢ then round. Thie rather argues ﬁxk agaiinet placement on a censer, rim -to—rim,

I 3% o

S s It seems to me most likely tha’c our gods were simply placed on the tops of

3 & 4 ome ot 0%“’““"‘}

b *«E £} our column al¥ ars,jwhan not on the shelf. This does not explsin why the basie

g i

i i ; form *s so rmuch like a pottery vessel, Kégat without a bottom. Certainly they did

- i

ﬂsf& ‘3 3 not hold either g¢opal gum or the ministure stone idols,

£

a8 In the modern

b e i

eaf
leaves, 'I‘he/\ impre-sions are oclear in Pizte 00, Fig. 00. This is the modern

Lacondnne pract ice,ﬂ‘%‘%"?iﬁ tho é"“’”’“’ {’é b 3’"*;"” g L.Mﬁ FaeRews Ot E’;W‘mﬁmi off.

The God himself, whoever he is, seems to have warn mustaches. The
cigar-like objects which at first glance seem to protrude from his mouth are
not properly placed for this, Si;ﬂilar forms, in relief, may be seen in

Plate 00, Fige. 00, and seem to give the clue.

X These two objects take us further back in time than did the spiked

é‘;

y
N
\f ng

L
BN

A
censer, exé confirm the antiquity of the ides of nﬁewal of sacred objects,
and disposal of the old ones. The fragments of both “eylinders” were found close %o 'mé
the eolumn altar of a temple knnwn as structure £-5-2nd., They were pleced there

when this temple was to be largely buried, and a new one known as Structure

K-8=1lst=-C was being built over it. liost sherds lay on the o0ld floor close to the



altar. But one frugment lay on top of & stone of the new construetion, and was
auly phntngraphed, thus fixing the time of deposit pracisely. fither some
forming
aherds were purposely removed from here, or these, less than the whole of
(3'»’@ ujg’#‘-"r &V&” d '
aither vessel, were remeged eremnonial disposal of HEEX fragments, vefher than
s N
~f whole objects, ig cl arly indicated, and st & time when & new temple,
with o new colum xkukx alter, were in prospecte
‘mhe gequence of temple»building here hes been gescribed in previous
Bulietins (Vol.7 Wo. 4 and Vol. 8, Yosq 2-5). At least one additional period
of apchitectural renovation intervened betwsen the time of the aeposit of our
fragnents end the erection of Stela %9, at 9.12.500.0 in the lgya system.
Twat stela, 4n turn, went up nearly forty years be fore that of the spiked
censer. Despite their great rerity in our ecollections, there is no reuson to
A '{‘%ﬁiw‘”’;
doubt that clay inagds of the gods, o8 wadl as miniature ones gff%tone, were
made in quantity from early Piedras Negres times, bub had to be carefully
disposed of as they were renewedl.

n

% note on the construction of the two effigles may be appenceds
&
gackets for the eyes were made bY pressing in the wails of the basic "cylinder,
. Behind these;
put cheeks and ehin are of separate pieces of clay.ﬁﬁoles were made in the pasic
wradf : :
fapi presumably to permit wor ing with the fingers on both sides of the
Tl
applied clay. The aquiline noses ﬁaae nlso separate pleces, put were applied
to & solid portion of the wall. Lyes, punds, flanges, and "buttons” are geparate
: k | ot
applied elements, as are the supposed mustechés. Holes to recileve t%e{g were
apparently punched clear through the besic wall, though this is not quite certaine.
%hen the job was done, it is practically certaein that smoke could have issued only

from Lthe tob, if the form wWas placed over & censer .
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Why do institutions like our museum dig out the dead bones of
the past? Certainly a prime consideration is often the hope of finding
and preserving beautiful or rare objects, and meking them known. fven so,
an archaeologist is expected to reconstruet the broad outlines of the

life and times of the people who produced them--to answer the questions

€ &

How?, Why?, When?, as well as What? Anything, no matter how unspectacular,

may be goed grist for the mill. ——
s (o llaasd Al o asematunt dofarls A . -
o ‘\i One cemrdEfor-—much—more-than obhoRw-ise sexning "lost civilizationsg\i}
- R e . : ! (AUTLkmfﬁﬁvf;@;:;ifﬂ '
e the site is in Middle America, or in the Andean region of South nmerica"' e
bp( o W ¥ ) d‘ ’ ) v :
Er is theﬁgposaible to work backward in time from two sorts of non-archaeolosical

X,

sources of information. The white conquerors wrote accounts of native high

v

0 3! gt \,'va s
-cultures in these areas, as they were destroying them; and some smell i

| pExoups
(went andirgroomd and \
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‘#pmmaged to preserve somethine of the ancient ways of thought and practice,
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In Middle America one of these stubborn modern groups is that of
the Lacandone “aya. They are a dying remnant who have retreated before

encroaching white civilization, and now live in the otherwise deserted forests
(_the ancient ruins at :

south o§1Piedras l"“'egras, in Guatemala. The museum dug at this ruin from el
— ancient with the peculiar "spikes" (! J
/ 1931 to 1953A An unusal find was the)covered vessel/shown in Flate 00, Fig: 00.

// W8 can infer something of its use and meaning by comparing it with vessels

still made by the modern lacandone, two of which are shown on the same plate.
Locandore lsttec

Y, Comp ‘g
The uses of modern’pots like thege tﬁ&‘are described in an exceptionally ﬁuﬁfﬁi%

4
study
<¥_§2eoﬁat of these people by Dr. A.M. Tozzer, of Harvard (é_Comparative Study of
for
the Mayas and Lacandones, published B¥ the archaeological Institute of America

in 1907); He demonstrates that present-day Lacandone religous practicesand beliefg

o0 - | c rhackacapsdmitecu fore
&~j$s largely  survivalS§ from ancient times. Facts concerning BR?H will here be
dac? )

SQL?Cted from ¥k&k Dr. Tozzer's study without further reference to it.
N
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2 i The third“bb4ggt jn which we are here interested is the lidded bowl shown
A *«\ = |
N o~
‘§' >l in Plate 00, Fig. OO\which we can called the"spikaéfﬁessel" from the
25 on the— - wo
= : peculiar excresences t-h—whieh rhwl%gna”hover. The face on th bottomless
v & e, )
§ f: vessels is certainly less tgaa“beautlful. It repragents a Maya god, but we
— ~S s-
j? §= 8 shall here reslst d,témptatlon to try to identify him speciflcaily. Oyr chief
N o > . - ” b 0ot \
éf i concern . ic how he was served by his worshippers, and we shall return to him
©
C P 1
$§ 0 d
S Clocordme 2
§ v The painted)vessel on Plate 00, {Fig. 00 ¥, sas._pade—mdememmd—py—the
aw e was G:i-i-lnhli
ﬁ? Y - -«rhacquxr—\Tby pur chase some ye&ars ago.
S
-
= EERY These people make pilgrivages to the ruins, and leave such vessels behind them.
3 ;‘ 3 omee ca month or 5o af“ﬁ" f‘l\sz hod been /t'ﬂ Mf'%’.
" f & Ilsaw a number in a mximed room at Yaxchilan, south of Piedras “egras, =399 R
w
- -
g d 5 This practice had been noted long before. Whatever else these little pots may
N
4
§\=1 & be to their makers, they function as inecense-burners. Considerable numbers Zggy'be
w usually
:i s 3 used in a ceremonyuAThe incense, a gum?called copal, is burned in the bowl, and
Q‘:‘f \5 Tov the Locondows, the c(oud af'
U:'% = flames and a pungent black smoke rise from it. smoke is the
o q\$o

counterpart of,rain cl-ud&, but it)has magical curative power for individuals,
D A @

Palm leaves may be wgved in the smoke bg the head of a
{ Later, he ministsrs fo his famdly, and
i - _ *If any part of the

if properly handled.

as he
faqilyhchants.

body is afflicted, it is tapped and rubbed at grester length with the leaves”.

In the village (ivev~whenmnntwﬁxmaw¥a4aﬁ the ceremonies recuire

( roof{d AVEa oFr
a specialpﬁut which we can cell a temple. Here the censers are kept, and &lso

a special clay cover, illustrated by Dr. Tozzer, but not reproduced here. It is

more or less hemispherical in shape, with sections of the rim cut or broken out ;
wos looP (u}\--ﬁgf Ms D een OFoicE # Uf;"_

for ventilation, and apparently there 1;’& bznkearoif hendle on one side, This

cover is used for col.lecting snot from the burning copal gum. It represents the

dome of the sky, and the soot is symbolic of the black rain cloud. Indeed, the

name of the Rain Cod, Mensabak is equated by Dre. Tozzer with "maker of the

black powder or soot". Nur little vessel is painted in the Menn r describEGGE}kivn-



The stripes are black and red, on a white chalk base. The black pigment,
one understands, must be copal soot.

In Fig. 00 of the same plate we show another Lacandone censer, at
the same scale. This was found with others in & roofless palace room at
Piedras “egras. Tyey had been placed over debris already fallen from the roof,
but were buried by more debris which presumably fell after the Lacqndones
had left the censers as offeringﬂpo some modern god who livedTﬁere. The form

. . ! bowl .
is very similar to that of ancient spi-ed which was found about
a hundred yeads away, but below the ancient prepared surface. In essenqgils
the cover of the older vessel is not unlike the modern dome-of-heaven soot

Khob
collector. Grrwves in the handle-like pretpuberense at the top form =
eross which probably symbolized the four world directions,which figure in the
(anmd on thek of mamy other wmedern tribes. Thie Knob
Lacqndone ritual,&%3§§ is hnllow, with a hole in the top which could be for
ventilation. A difference between the modern and ancient bowls is that the
older one lacks tiny perforations in the bottom and lower parts of the
"
sides. Such hnles, about »& in diaé%er, seem to be the rule in modern
Lacandone censers. But we have one in our collections which has only & single
t o\

hole, in the center of the bottom; and if there are anyAin the xg painted vessel
shown, they are entirely stopped up by the white paint on the outside, and b%
remains of the gum inside. Nbviously the holes are néaéunctionally necessaryég;
fovr broper com b ustion.

The correspondnece in the form of the spiked bowl is significant, for
this combination of hemispherical bowl on a relatively high annubar bzse does not
oceur in the general run of Piedras Negras pottery. I think no Maya specialist
would question that it is an ancient incense burner, as classified by Dr. Butler
Lewis in her study of pottery at this site. My special point here is that it

5}‘9,'?-& -t

is good evidence that the modern lacqndone ﬁepﬁband the gathering of the soot,may

be‘g’survivalsfrom.times prior to the *aya date 9.15.5.0.0. The spiked veseel

was buried before the base of Stela 9, probably erected at this time, when
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when temples were more than thatched huts, and the great period of “aya

sculpture was be?’l“ﬂi’lg. This might be as late as the Thirteenth, or as

@ib E’ﬂdﬂ\q oh C(Mﬁ‘lﬁf“l, L‘\V‘ovolog(cd theovies.
early as the Sixth @ @entnry,AI think the best "scientific guess"™ is that

Qamg‘hw&du"lhﬂ

the spiked censer was lald away % the Eighth @@ntury of our, era qq&g bosnb'y
twthe ygay 136 AD. A Similar +o¥rm May have been used for aSlmlak purpose ror P

The Lac@ndone make thede censers in two sizes, each with similar “es.

vzbrgseds 49,'

up-turned faces at the rims. On the larger ones, at least, each face ie—wbe
asort of asé‘n‘l’ god of a wamn 806( “'*O'L‘W“#’MW’

%
G
- , known by name to the priest, though to an outsider E
Th ¢ agevf" Seems to be essentially o messengpen - 3
9

all masks appear pretty much alike .,\The masks on the smaller censers represent &

whihare sukbosed to aid imthe genersl ceremony as adddiowed sevvanlsor 3
lower class of gods or Spil‘ltSA Gosbosd—eot—tradviduals wWho seewm to funetden % =
S

ki
ae—sonvants and messengens. Nne or several of these smaller ve abelo B s ¥ Z

iculer—Larser—one. For convenience we can speak of "weste»¥ and ”serVant”

( gxmmHE,
gods and censers. The modern Laco,ndom‘e'-}?sar from Piedras “'egras was accompanied

( b‘(‘,“{y; fo af:ar!‘tcw(m macn god langsr “mess udﬂ' Qwa“

by smaller mmms "servantsf,which are not illustrated. Judging by size only,
t h <A
the ancient spikedcenser was a Servant. It is shown ta-biebe400 ot the same scele as

the two Lacaqndone vessels with gods on the rims. It lacks the irage,me=é-i-kkmxi
thémk but it seems permissible to imagine that, at the earlier time and place,

mages were made separately--yet not necessarilfy divorced from the ritual of the

censers. Tye vessel in Plate 00, Fig. 00, shows a censer of similar form. A
complete figure is attached, but it could easily have been made to stand
separately. This censer was found by the late Dr. Thomas Gann on the surface of
a mound.

(\ *mzs;eﬁp*
The uacqndone censers, visual embodiments OF gods and spirits, sre

sbead
normally kept on a Shelf in the temple hut. Some, but not all, may be taken down

for a particular ritual. Those which are to actively participate are renged on

a carpet of plam leaves, laid on the floor before the shelf, or on & =makl
}?»v‘u’m;’fﬁfél
ow table.) & gods do not work for nothingiebej-rmestbe

M:ima'rwm@ﬁw Food and drink is actuslly ap

.\‘,‘.’)lied tO the




to \h: one of our tvpical excavated Piedras Negras temples they would find

a low mesonry bench across the rear of the room, providing a suitable

shelf for their clay censer-gods. The altar of leaves could be.sp'read before
upright

it, but a new element would enter the picture. This is a short,stone column

inserted weeishd in the plaster floor. If the censers, or at least the

small servant ones, were arranged close about this colurm, it would become

blackened with soot, and damaged by the heat of the blazing gum; yet the

surrounding floor itself need show no effects of the fires. This is the ad"“"

situation, found repeatedly. The censer function for the spiked bowl,

derived from modern practice, helps explain features in the ancient temple

architecture. Clay images of the gods were pro’%bly ranged on the long
when mot being £<bsu'ully imvoiced -

benches) o Blazing censers to provide black smoke vere probably placed

elose to the column altar during actual ceremonies. Perhaps the inage},\was

placed on the altar itself, where it would be bathed in the smoke/ provided

¢ thiw weve many Rewples, and pevhops
Tewmble, or tweo or thyee relotzclones.

— 1t 4 4
by ®&s servants on the floor. &'“_Th°55. dey
there was omly one master god ' a single

‘é'—“f’“péorrespondece with modern practice may }yew-ser 4 svecial Lacandone
$Esn (M arorhcr%m

God, Usukun , "is not of good intention”, and has the earthquake spirit for his

-servant. He alone is excluded from the temple, but is served outside, to the
, s uch umw‘(lﬁag dicties
east. At Piedras Yegras could have been fed and* bathed in the pungent
smoke at a second colurmn altar, set up on the pyramid, but in front of and
outside the temple building (though not necessarily to the east).
and betove

These burned column altars are present inl\the earliest Piedras

Negras temples, so far as we can judge, and they seem to carry the ritusl of

the incense-burner back to a time long preceding that of the spiked example

actually recovered. The lacandone censers must be renewed periodically, in



Ia‘;,' CUAS S, $wol|’r
theory every year. The old and "dead" meetsss, w&ﬁﬂﬂthe '%ervant'vessels,

under cliffs.
are then carefully hidden away i Thus it is easy to understand why

o
we find the ancient temple areas bare of thg‘gg; idols of #¥He-which the
A seavch fa h'dwg blaces might (= vechly rewarded.

conquerors spoke.

The “acqndone have angther class of god-image, to which Dr. Tozzer
the mamn g ods, and ave

restricted the term "idol". These areAnot reneveds Bﬁt&are carefully handed down
from father to son. fach has been obtained only after the god concerned has
signified his willingness, and a pilgrimage has been made to his home for the

purpose. These gods are little stones, some of them miniature carvings which
( ve likely to

are unddubtedly the work of the amcients, including what we should/classify
“mzssenger”

as "jadeﬁornaments‘?. They belong in the bottoms of the mmfz\‘/censers,

& ;“ﬁ(\ transfered o ancw cemsei

remsining there below the burning gum,AJuch gods as these are by no means

-

though they seem not to show € vkt r of contuct with fire.

absent from our excavate collectionE)AThey are common enough, but were found

careful%;buried, with other sacred small objects, in special pots not of the
censer class. Mh‘Qggggfgggy cormon place was below a column alter, which means t hat
man e

were laid away for good when a new temple was being buiIﬁi Perhaps these

buwed;/
stone gods also died and had to be - wx7, and new ones made--but at some
time interval longer than the year.
{ ‘
nccasiona%y the collapse of some wall must throw one of these ancient

miniature carvings to the surface, where a =acedene Lacandone could find it.
Tis obvious interest in these may cause his associetion of certain gods with
certain ruins. Wg are impressed by dead archiiecturalﬁy and sculptural
magnificance. The Indian is probablyhawed by the gods behind it all, wich E%r

they

h.i'lAare still alive.



Information to supplied in captions.

Ancient Maya & xcavated at Guatemala L-)-85T7
Fig. 1./@kxx Incense Burner with Cover,f»df Piedras Yegras,(Catalogue No. )
Iiemmwer of bowl, 3 74 wcha$, 1
Heght

Fig. 2.

Fig. 3.

Fig. 4.

pavtly re choved.

Kadaxx Clay Incense Burner ‘with Mask“of God, Mz de by modern
Lacandone Maya afid} feundsatcPiedrascNegras (Cat. No. L-16-816).
D‘%‘of bowl, ~Swinolse sa $e hnchaa .
&g T ’ § Vo ww

] L) 34
Modern bacandone Incense Burner with ceremonial paint (Cat. No. g
Purchase. (4 0wt »4 bowh, 3 mchoa,

Incense Burner, found on surface of & mound in Quintans Roo,
Yucatan penninsula. Reproduced from The *aya Indians of
southern Yucatan and Northern British Honduras, by Thomes
W. F. Gann. Jeight of figure, "nearly one foot".
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Fic. 1. — Incense-burner found in
ruins of Labna, Yucatan.

Fi6. 2. — Incense-burner from the Island of Cozumel, off
the eastern coast of Yucatan.

F16. 3.— Incense-burner from
the Hondo River,

. 5. — Lacandone incense-burner, the exact
locality of which is unknown.

F16. 4. — Incense-burner from
the Hondo River.

























Fic. 5.— Lacandone incense-burner, the exact
locality of which is unknown.

F1G. 4. — Incense-burner from
the Hondo River.
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