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Pyromid
Tve Basal terrace. /*“' XL*M o)
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Definition: A/terrace elevated sbove the coar+ or plaza,
s test TR et f

fpem~whighfenewerwmmrewpvp&midms$ainwa¥mwxdme” aad-on—whielr

WSt S some of GAroce2
thewpmyamid*appemrs to.reat. In original form /these elements

"wtured D
appear to be local adaptations to topopraphv. Thoge of K-5-34d
and probably of R~ 10(\_aterai
and 0=-12/eliminate noticrable)é]opes in the plaza. T&aﬁ-of
rising :

R=2 to R-4 masks bedupook/above the plaza level as oneé approaches

v \\Tkaﬁoj Y aakdh D
the temples. eﬂhose of J-3 =smd J- 29\almost certainlv have

leveling-off funections. On the other hand the basal platforms

i Gty

of Rég

éﬁ;i and R-1 (probably’ (iudeging by surrounding
6§tura1 (,MT‘J*
contours)V were not required by the/toporaphy. ¥ is aimest—eertain

inA$h®m6ﬂﬂ€w Je auite certain for R-9 and R-1 that thesz Two
«/O A . I} et VL '\,v ,f:"“'v (= J 1 ./
terraces prn-date the pvramids, so that their use as basal terraces

e Po

within our de?int ion is'sttll an adaptation to pre-existent

A similor Stuctim 15 od leosT possisle o0 R-5 \:30
topographv, in these cases man-made. Confirmation is found in R

R«10; 1mmediate1v aﬁoining R=9, whiﬂh_is built on a very low ,g'ﬁ
o \“ “‘. \.M\\\ X ‘ f\/v’l)\* ¢ » (IR b ‘1,‘“;‘/-\;‘», 2o ,“’» v)
pre-existent plat?orm.formlng a mere plinfh and in the original '% 5
WA w S A ‘a"-.'\.\ u’ N, o
(1f 1t was a pyramid then) i WLR
0-13, /Whiﬂh rises directly fom the plaza. Thu® “%) i §a£N
If the geneiq of the basal platform lies in the practical ?gf
B ,\"’ £ A 5\ :
problem confornting the pvramid builder, no<£§}*ciufar connection W\Z
innthe architects mind '3
- need arise betWAen the pyramid and the terrace.)J-4 1s a striking
; pyranid is-
CJSG in point, where tne/o“fmcenter kxxxax with relation to the
‘T‘\ L 42 vl
terrace as whole, and s*trikingly so as to {om monum@ntal stairwag.
3 (w 'LL gt,,,,\-’,"/rf>/*‘
R-3 1is placed iﬂmediatelv behind such as stairwav but R-2 and
R-4, v > aideﬁ/!gﬂk seprate terrace stairwavs, whivh could ’

easily have been built.yfdﬂ!*$”
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Stelae on the terrace, in line with the center of the pyramid
stairway, in six cases suggest a specifle relation bda ween terrace s

and pyramid (J-4,E-5-1st, R=16, R-1l, R-4 and R-lo-2nd.) But in all/.
: be fore 0_13% and SteJP;;C
cases the stela may be an afterthought. Alay 5/exh1bit§ anskx

analagoud 3rr?ngemeni on the plaza itself, and the terraces of Jj-3,
R-5~ monumendts.
J-20, 0-12, R-3, 'and R-C carry no such axlally placed xkmiaax

In the Baxxva@rnaeaaxbaaxzkh&zmaﬁbxzxzxaﬁzxZezag Ezxkhax@nukRxand

West Croupd all stelae are placed on basal terrdces and in the
\—\ (

South Group there is only one (Stela) exceptﬁon, spart from

three placed on a pvzamid %ut 1in the East proup the reverse 1s
4L
the case, all but 936 not on a pyramid being placed directly on

the plaza. It seems fali Lo cdeduce that while basal terraces
‘ developed
carry most of the stelae at the slte, they were not buiit for

this purpose, emcept perhaps as secondary exteqsfons of pre~evf ting
Entirely
terraces (J-3,J-4, X-5-lst, R-u)/ﬂsvvebrwvaT stela placement

on the terraces, axmxk¥ (&xaA, C-12, E-2), and in connection with

an axia?lv placed stela (Stela 31 between R-3 and R—é) J.4, ¥=5,
grrursx oz
confirm the impression that anmnxwherafﬁmunmﬁmxn the terrace 1s

fundamen tally thought of as part of the plaza rather than of the
pyramid.
A1l setlae are grouped on that side of the plaza bordered

(1-29)

by pyramid semples, and only one pyramid temple exists without

P}

a stelae as soclatedwith it in this somewhat vague sense, I all

cases eifher the latest or a prior pyramid may have preceded the
grxenxit
stelaéerection before/it. There is positive evidence of this in
iu‘[( €4
K=5, B%#X& and in R-3 and 0-13 pvramlds preceded tae stelae pldoedhemr'

cﬁEInamf in later phases. szmnmrcanxﬂndxx T 1 hipghly probable that

pyramids had been introduced before the lﬁﬁge plain or carved
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1in our numbered seriesrhﬁéuw«*vwﬁ ® it

stelae./These seem to have been alwavs placed in some relation to
A\

the pyramids, the association being more or less specific.
of placement
Dedurible rules/seem to be as follows: synetrically on the

pyramid top (R-3 and 0-13); symetricsally or asymetrically

be fore

sx-a+ the base of the pyramid, therefore on the basal terrace
R-3 7

if present (J-3,J-4,X-5, 0-12, R-1, RxRX% R-2 & 3, R-4, R-5,

R-9 and R=-10-2.) or on the plaza if not (0-13); ocassionaly on
on
the plaza as well as/basal terrace wWexaxprxssxy (R-5, R-0, 0-129.
A special case is stelse 13 and 14 which seem to have been
on a variant of the basal terrsace, whicg may be secondary to
(0-13
placement of the stelae on the plaza./If so, these sre the ondy
stelae not placed at the level either of the bottom o1 the top
of the pyramid stalrway.
While a first glance at the clty plan might sugeest that
that basal terraces were planned as parts of pyramid-temple
units, and specift-ally to carry stelae, stela plavement as a whole
primarrily
confirms the other evidence that the terrs es are/adjugt tments to
natural or artificial topography. Neavertheless at some times
and sﬁots terrace and pyramid are more or less integrated. fim At
k-1, R-5 , possibly in an early R-% period, at K-5-1st and J-29
terrace and pyramid have common axes, and this seems to be true so
far as serrain permited at J-3 and 0-1lZ. The common axis was accented
central plavement of pm‘ha Sad
bv/terrace st al rways 1in these cases, evcept/for J=29 and 0-12 where
In theree cases :
such stairways were not identi fled Aﬁheré symetrical placemrnt of
pyramid and terrace is abken+ (R-3, RE-9-1ist) or not certain (X-5-34}"

oL T hraa LA AT

Hex te rrace sta!rwaysAare nevertheless on the pyramid axis. J_4 provides

the onlv positive exception to the rule that basal terrace sta[rways,

if present, line up with kk& pyvramids.. Remembering that basal terraces



predéte the pyramids tn some instances, aﬁd posﬂ.blv 1n‘a11
‘ 1+l avrp o
excert K-5-3d where %t was definitely needed for topographic
reasons, kkexaEx 1t seems pxmh&aiﬁ only natural that axes already
established for érraces or terrace stalrways, should be used for
pyrwnids placed on them, Where'practicél.vﬁor instance,.thevstairway
of the R-2 to R-4 teﬁrace,is off—center with reference to the terrace,
but approximately on ke one axis of the court as a whole, oppostite
the similar statlrwa of R-7. Later placement of the pﬁramid R-3 may
have been with reference to this cour£ axis, and only incidentally
with referenne to the terrace stalrway. Where, as at R-1, a pre-existing
terrace was selected as the site for a pyramild, t#o small to serve |
'more than one, a general feéling For symetryrakx seems enougr to
arcount for svﬁeﬁrical placement of the pyramld, where feasdble.
i P .

Suoh&; feeling would alqa account for use of decorative outsets
in the pyranid style on the bsasal sul ace of X-5-3d, the only on2s
knovin to be contampohar§ with the pyramid.

All we have sald tends to derive the basal terraces from local
topo~raphy or pre-pyramld construction, factors which might or might
not operate at other sites. There—is—somo engQngg“n“achuen g0, ~they

“V‘Q ("’*,-‘,».‘-‘\..— ?Jx»‘

e&mﬁ-to—have an—independent leue. Prat of R-9-1st and possiblv Ol R-~5
with column altar,
vere used as supplementary ceremonial staoes,/éno thls may have been

true of others. ﬁg;{} AL kﬁ“"w"' CMWQ& Wwv o U 3
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i . Never-theless at some times and ots tefrace and pyramid }
“f are | integrated more 6r less. Teryace a its sta*rway are e
i e symetrically plafed in R-5, st, and, &pparenﬁlvbas much
» :é' t t 3 '('ﬂ«,;d) wrte ¥ina ' ( ANl S"{(n/ rdﬁﬂ*)‘;‘ ‘"1{/ M(\\)\v \
= as the terra permited, on ; R-16 and J-29, We do not know
o~ 9 A/
Y the earlie relationship ;~'R-9, but in Pinll form a&asvmetricallv
3 ; placed teyrace iskhrtlv o@skpned with re*e;pnoe to the pyramid axis,
S 7 ‘ ¥
U 3 and.bearsia column on this ax1s./}”Atne only case fhere we
9 s /
%fi know definitely thgt pyramid and bagsaY terrace were built as a unit,
X i ‘}A. v\ J
b the terrace stairwhy is symetrically placed and outgets carry the
P 29 4 (\
Tl :
e 9 style of the pyramf{d #9 the terrace itself. Centrally placed.
S 3 stelae on the te;ra~emﬁgndwjgwgg;§;}p>with the pyramid in six cases:
S S st R st AN Bl SN 2 s
=y J=4, K=by- R--3.=6~-'~»Ral-;"
 ? o ___Funiy/ »\that the basal ‘terrace came to have more
L% S / ‘ ' aw-'*”1
BTN than\ a practical -veglue ocTurs 'gie only two pyramuﬂs built % +“out
theﬁA R-10-1lst was secondarily providéd with one.« 0-13 was providedufﬁ
terraces on either slde of the stairway, not deep enough to cause '
the later to rise from 1%, duplicating in thtls resspest the situation
g (5 :
in K-%—Ena. These &lements also fall to reach the pyramid corners,
so that neithér the pyramid nor the stalrww appaers to rise from Xf?/
m o5 o P
them. They fall outside our definiv 1on bufﬁ if th&yre were more
examples, vould form a sub-type. These secondary changes transfer
. Pré-cyisiu :
some of the pVPam1d hewqht, as it were, , tothe terrace, and no
uopoarap’%iv H G §= 5 it ies seem invovlied. T hau Gus ¥ :(’ ooy ¥ 45_" (if'v»f'ﬂ R (oed
a‘;‘ i s ¥i. ol ~r
k’\v'\f\-\ﬁ /t/\v\ o Lo - » ni D O Y 7 o) f(rv‘e ot ccotrnd
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three

In five cases othsr REX ZK¥uzkioms coumponents, surely or possibly

are known to
ting the pyramids,/Lnu\rpose themselves between the pyramid

bLase and the plaza #Rx®} (R-10-2ud)axdsRsX or between it and the

basal terrace (R-16, J-4), and in two other cases (J-3 and J=-29)

we have deduced tle same situation on less than certaln evidence.

_heights, the order would have been ® mewhat different (f,ble

In view of all these ﬂonsiaerafLons it quld appear qdfest

1
LA Ly \;v

'to compare pvrwnid heights direﬂtlv, but tm in each case to a&ﬁew

other height This is done visually in Plate
fer bBhe- aéd@d%facL01s.EﬁxﬁhmxbasnixZxrxanaxandthzidkmxgmvizs

, wWhere all

pyramid tops are placed at the same level, the sections,nloceeding

up from this to the building floor, and down’ to the plaza level

Wle have not data for arrsancing them chronoligically, and have

arbitralily placedithem in order of ascending pyramld height.
Fven after adopting such an arbitrary rule, some Judgment has

had ‘to be exercised in dtermining what is the pyramid helght.

T,18 18 disaoussed for J-4, p , J=3, D o d=29,0 P 5
-1st -ist ano 2nd
k-10, p and R-16 , in a1l of which the pyramid s tairway

height is greater than the pyramid height accoding to our

1nterpretauion. Had the arrangement been in order of stalrway
as to these

0.



Basal terraces in gaeneral.

basal
While at fwrst sone of the/pyramid kax terraces sesumd to
omponent
us to be 1u,eg*a /pa,t of temple substructures, detailed consideration
essentially
leads us to cond ude that they are adjusbments to natural or

-

artificial terrain. I7 so, they should not aiffer essentially
from terraces where pyramids were not erected, and this seems
to hold good. The platforn mRxBXrxx reached by the statlrway K-2

like it is 1ony and QfOnO,
lies opposite the basal pyramid terrace of J-4, /;ad Jlikewise masks

beddrock, which actually riséad throagh 1t at the northeast end.
Those of P=-7 and 0-2 serve non-pyramid types of aildlngs with which
they are more or less symetrical and are furnlshed w th the samse
type of larpme-stone stairways as are the pyramid bacal terraces of
or at least clarified
bt -

-2to 4, and J-4. W hope the discusslon has justif ied tzp folloviing
two definitlons:

Basal terrace: A single or compound terrace rising the the general

usually,
Adeis,

level {eourt or plaza)
Court or plaza tsrfaﬂe° a qinié or compeurnd-texiace rising from the

seneral level of a cowrtit or plaza, usually belileved or known to
a
orve the purpose of extending the court of plaza area over/more

~
3

elevated natural or (obolete) artifical areas.(examples J-5 and J=7)

Bagaal L1 0d . AvRENPLZOPX2IAREXLREBRARE A sinegle or compound terrace
the front of or their sfa*rwaws,

from wale L/ano*her strautaxe or struﬂtuﬂes,,plnandxw&kﬁzhahindxtts

faz®, appecar to rise, the other structure or structures usnally being
—D }"S\*“wn inee i i"f\-ﬁﬁ ¢

placed well behind its “face., maVAPG a court or plaza terrace (R-2 to

R-4

Basal) pyp :
M ‘
Pyramid geggice A basal terrace serving a pyramld or pyramids or

A
thelr stairways.
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