THE UNIVERSITY MUSEUM
UNIVERSITY 0f PENNSYLVANIA
PHILADELPHIA

P.N. June 8, 1935,
Dear Chief:

I'm stealing a couple of minutes v

while t330q5?d is blowing and I can't draw.

i 'didn’ AJhsver your last letter, and I

use mall paper now to make sure i don't
this, as I can't afford the(tme., We have
pushed ahead the leaving to June 22, but
even so, even so. We are doing a better

Job by our few finds than in former years,
including stucco and that messfof sherds
from Nel, and it takes time.

In spite of my cavalier manner
in replying, be assured your lettersare
very much appreciated. The P-7 manuscript
came yesterday, with your letter of lay
23, Sorry for my messy carelesmess I
won't do it again., The sweat houses are
J-17, ¥-1, 0-4, R-13, S-2, S-4, S-19, and
P=7. The credt for the idea goes to
Morley, who found some masonry interior
strut¢tures at Quirigua, whibh you had to
crawl into. In them were fire-cracked
stones, On the basis of low narrow
doorways he figuredtwo structures at
Chichen answeredthe same purpose, and
showed Kthem to me. In they had side
benches which gave the &m® same sunken
passage effect inside., Putting these two



factors together - low narrow doorwzys

and sunken passages, I figured right offfthat
our buildng served the same funcion, though
I was skeptical as bo what that was.

Morley may be $till, as he had no evidence
of fire itself in&ide. I have some notes

on the two Chichen cases, which I will

get in shape and turn over to you. I'll

be glad to help you with insertions almost
as sdh as I get back, and will make this my
first job. I'm glad you're not off to
Mexico until later, though I suppose you
are impatient to be off.

I hope to be back at P=7 with three
men lMondy for a day or two c¢lean-up, and
will go der your questions andwhdt L pick
out of the manuerpipt carefully. Most of
the questions you podd before I left have
been answerg As I indicated in my last
letter, there was anf earlier inner build-
ing, but khat one fred thesame way, using
the same pasaage in part.

The trail is hopeless so far as moting
the wagoms is concerned. Todd is and has been
way up on the river $alinas, and is the
only one who could make anything out of the
iroe, I'm afraid we will have to{charge them
ot . ;

Best regards to all.
Falthfully,

Al



\Engtgpezipd:‘2"éiféfé;in;réarvroéms.,

Walls of 1arger bullding, front side, redi;andfﬁediai;[gf
Fdoor of rear rooms ‘ ‘ e G
Sanctuary. - A\ : g

Floor of front room and second floor rear room

Probable evolution: : ' Wl -?~w

P-7-sub. Floor at depth of 80 below uppermost (-34) in right rear
room. Platform in left rear room. Base of this should tally approx-
imately with -34 level in other room, but does not according to my =
notes. Top of platform just about (notes say a little above) lower ;
(zero) floor. This probably ezrlier terrace or platform; uncertain

if any structure built on this. ’

Poésibly Sanctuary, without ubPper chaﬁber, vault and ceiling, built

on this above platform level; Length, side to side, of this platform,
about from center of altar to other altar; width, front to back,

Possibly same as present.

At front, possibiy major terrace walls before addition of later ter-
race walls. :

Hearth at lowwst level, floors of trench 1nside and putside sanctuary 3
at lowest levels and. probably slightly wider. | e

P#7/ Platform probably supported somethlng, if anything, preceding

" Sanctuary; at any rate preceded latter.. If of the same period as s.
why, when floor was raised for building of larger building, {kadts of
which rested on upper floor, did they extend floor of platform over

entlre area bwlow raised floor?

P-?,_ Floor at Level of platform extended over wiser areas

Heddadal wall built. Front walls built. New roof on \anctuary,
Rear floor waised. Rear wall and rear parts of side walls built and
all roofed, Shrine built. Trench lessened in width and ratseded/
Sanctuary floors raised. : . 9 A

‘Terraces at front widened (and raised?).

Altars built in rear rooms.



: Parts excavated and not.}
" Plinth ledge ‘ ; e
: Wbat:side wall, outside length, thicknesa- Details of c:tarior; dotails of interior,

s'~

thoral Deacription..

- ! vault dorhelling, angle, ~detils of doorwgy. '  : :>'f1 :  7,3;}{};§ :
Front wall -and piera ‘and entrances; dimensions, thickness, Exterbal details, p11ntb.3”«.?‘

o mmﬂudnﬂh-ua.m@m

: Front sta1rway and details of terraces at front.

 Excavationa on plaza at foot of terraces.

Rear wéll, thickness, length. Exterral and internal details. Two entrances,
detéils. | |

6 Fest siie wall.' Few details,

X “Med;al.w@li. Length, thickness, height, corbelling Entrances to

“either side, Width of these a%

7 chese. [ e2*alls of two arches. Tau shaped ,*“*
~-7 - openings. Left medial exll fallen, no details.
-9 Front room, detalls, diuensions. Walved by trench, distance from

trench either way, width from médiel wull and from sanctuary.

Floor. Left half nct excaveied.

)0 - Right rear room. Altar. Docrwaw, Hizher level.
Vgt tedt] Fedd Reax Fassagenay; lengthy width, veult. pentral entrance.

*‘5 Left rear room. Dimensicns, altar. Little cleared
{2 - Trench details

if|3 Sanctuary. Fxternal dimensicng, -thickness of walls, External features,

fron+ pldes, re&r. Docrway, lintel, step, trench. Hote in wall.

ﬂInterlor.,Walls, veult, angle, capstones, dimensions. Floors, trench,

'shrine,

lqjiChgmBe:Jabove,sanctuary.

s




: % DATA ON E‘CAVATIONS FOR_ EVIULUTIONARv STUDIES.  ;:44

 Bench altar in right resr room built on unpermost floor and against medialﬂ'

wall, probably one &f last Patures. ; . e =

In right rear room, floors at 28 and 30 (good, hdrd7-under upper flcor.,;~"
Medial wall extended down to lower floor,‘apparently same level as ffont
room. B.e., medial wall made before rear level r&iged, and two earlier

floas, 3-4 cm apart. Lowest floor in rear right room, 60 cm. below
uppermost, l.e., 4f 34 below f¥df floord of front room.

In left rear room, upper level same as right rear room. Pench altar
built on this. Next floor 38 cm under this. Rear and side walls
~also rest on uppermost floor. Top of Platform between upper itwo floors.

Top a little above lower floor, 95 cu. below top of altar,g/#¢/ i.e., 40
cm below upper floor. Below masonry of rear wall. Platform 50 cm high,
its bease therefore about 90 cm below ubper floor. Top of drain just
below uppet floor. Above level of even top of platform and apparently -
no connection with latter, i.e., apparently later. Floor of drain appa-
rently on lowest floor at tase of platform. Ileasurements are wrong
somehow; distance between floors figures 90 at platform; 48 at drain-
(80 in right room). Probably platform given as too high.

Eagt side wall built on level of uppermost floor of rear room.

All exterior and medial walls built on uppermost floors, rear wall and
rear half of side walls on higher lexel than front, medial and front halves
of side walls.

5 floors in front trench; ZE£8(/+10/6¢/12 minus 50 (below front rodin
floor), -BO (turns up along trench wall), -83, +88, =70 (last two extend
under trench wall).

Raised floor of sanctuary on appr oximately same level as floor of P
front room. Floors of trench in sanctuary: 1 (uppermost) 280 cm above.

uppermost outside, at level of top of sill in doorways Hearth £5 cem below
LAEAER/ iAd sill. Shrine walls built on hearth, wzlso plllars. IHearth
about on level w1th upper floor of trench, « few cm. lower. Tearth
had been raised; anotvher floor under it. .slso another lower sill, 56
cm. below top of trench wall (i.e., Z6 below upper trench floor °)
Lowest hearth at 1.08 (i.e., 78 Lelow upper trench floor ?), 15 cm
below best floor (in trench ?) <cShrine walls based but little below
raised floor, probably on first of lager floors. sbove measurement of
1.08 for easrth under lowest hearth may be from top of fillar, therefore

- 52 below upper trench floor. Trench floors: 1 (upper) -30 below raised.
floor. (8) at -45, level of hearth and of outside trench floor, hard.
(3) at —55 (4) at -83, (5) at -8%. (8) at -37. Upper level at top
of bOuh Slllb- No trench floors continue under walls.

Walls of samctuary at doorway run down below floor level at 45 on east,
80 om west to lowest floor in trench, but interlock with stones of trend
wall, Chamber roou level same as front room outside. Other floors § :
found at 13 and 40 cm, lowest at 70. Valls of xanctuary (side.?% not.
- below raised floor of chamber. — e

wyedial wall'bdilﬁfron uvper floor. Later retalnlng wall on upner platform =
terrace. Rear half of sanctuary walls extend beloW’quer floors of
rear: ro s '
om, also rear side of medigl wall, but not below gero level
Zero floor level runs under medial. Wall in: rear rlvht room,

-






P-7° POINTS FOR DETERMINATION BY LINT.

l. Roof of Sanctuary. Did it have an earlier and lower roof upon
which vaulting was erected?

2, Vhat was extent of platform found in left rear room? Look for
its edge in other three rooms, or at least in front and redr right.
What was its relationship to Sanctuary? Did it support latter or
precede or follow it? Was it a terrace? WVas there a floor at its
base and how far to either side did it extend? In rear rooms, at
level of floor of ¥és front room, was there a floor beyond thig
edge of this platform. Was this floor on the same level as the
platform near the Sanctuary? Did the platform extend under the rear
wall and can you find its rear end and the nature thereof? Did it
extend under the altar against the medial wall. What was its rela-
tion to the wallf that crosses it at right angles at the edge of the
altar in left rear room? Does its floor exsend under Sanctuary and
with which floor in trench does it tie up, if with any?

3. lleke deep excavations in front and rear rooms, if possible
down to undigdturbed soil or bedrock and see if any floors beneath thee
found by me. Do this both through platform near Sanctuary and

further out near side wall. Follow lowest floor in trench outside
Sanctuary under trench wall to see if merely a wider trench or a

proad floor; if the latter, try to ascertain itsg extent.

4, [Dig out right entrance between front and rear rooms)and also
exterior face of wall opposite medial wall to &gcertain nature and
reagson why medial wall was built on lower floor, rear and rear part
of side walls on higher floor. %

5. Follow plinth down on outside and see kf you can find floor of
terrace on which plinth rested.

8. Do lower floorgin Sanctuary run under walls of latter and tie up
with floors in front and rear rooms?

7. Are medial walls and surrounding walls built on finishing plaster
Sanctuary walls same?

8. If possible, find floor of Court Plaza and note elevation of
plinth., If convenient, try to find terraces between.
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. FIELD NOTE REFERENCES TO BURIED STRUCTURES.

. 2/25 : (At foot of staircase) In other place just w. of main line
" 3(?) steps just below earth at base and nearly to bedrock.  Widths
Sy c&. &7, risers 30 and 30. Both (this and other steps?) uncertain.
3/26 Sherds found in debris and trench. (54a of copy) S
2/88 .isk L. about roof-caps. Phan of chamber, this p. 30. & D.32. :
37 TFloor at base of plinth to n.w. -
40 F-C floor 70-80 below tops of Pambs & 25 below sill.( jambs 65 & 70.)

41 Lower floors in chumber trench & fire-chamber.
4o id.

46  id.

47 Trench floors in front roon.

48 Terrace floor at front £25-3C below plinth.
49 _anterior edge of trench st plinth edge

51 Tower levels of Tire-chunber.

o7 DTiinth & vrench




Excavation in the floor of the trench revealed sdveral earlier
floows that had been covered. The next lower floor was naturally
at a depth of sbout 15 cmhand was continuous with the upper floor
of the trench outsid e the sanctuary. The fill for the hatest
floe 1in the sanctuary chamber above this was of soft earth with

many large c odse potsherds in it. The trench walls, well plas-

tered, continued down to this lower floor.



—por-was-the.,
{

Saggt’#le

Qﬂﬁiﬁﬂm?TFfﬁﬁﬁ"of~thewehambepw&pmwarswbyjpﬁ;nnrﬁemenﬁsw%ew%amﬁanp
/

—from,lex@;Twaééﬁunu&rwxr%ﬂmrﬂMmib&Mayééex%ma%elywonwthe"samQWIeve&
&
V4
—as~%he~f}oorm0§w%ham@ren%wroemgéiésidewmwi%wap@&renﬁ%y~vartes

—from—8—em-above—this-levelon-the -le-ft st ¢ to 20 cm below zero-

/

f

-on—the—-right—side. ngfﬁas~ascertained that -the masonry side-walls
e { ‘
-of the sanctuary i}ﬁ not-extend below. this. floor-level, though 1t
/ .
/ i
.was not d#ter%}ﬁ%d whether they were-bullt upon fintshing plgater,

/;usejof the--d¥#¥ appearent-difference of 20 em it

.This upper floor was generally hard and well pressrved, .the
_finishing plaster rewalning hard snd-unbroken in-certain parts;
it wes most disintegmgped close to the depressed passage pr trench,
Excavation revealed several fdoors beneath this. In the upper 13
em were several such floors, dvidently new surfaces laid on old
floors during the last occupation period. Another good plastered
50
floor of an earlier period wax found at a depth of 40 cm; this was

overlaid by soft earth and a thin layer of small stones below the

floor above. A polychrome sherd was found above .ohe of these flocrs,
At a depth of about 70 em typical rock fill, large lumps of
limestone without earth filler, such as is usually found in the

interior of pyramids, was met. TFxcavations were not continhed

below this point.



Sanct #18
Throughout most of its length, from the entrance to the shrine
to within a few centimeters of the doorway to the chamber, this
second ‘
1d¥é¥ floor wes pabed with flat slabs from 4 to 8 em in thickness.
These continue beneath the sill at the entrance to the shrine and are
continuous with the paved floor of the shrine.
four
Beneath this paved floor YUX/¥ others were found. The third
floor is just beneath the paving slabs at a depth of about 55 cm;
this is of smooth plaster. The fourth floor is 7 ecm below this,
Ud¥d /¥4 and was difficult to follow; the fifth, ¥&rf/A with a very
lowest,
hard plastered surface, is 3 cm lower; and the sixth and Ydd¥,
at a depth of 67 em below the floor of the chamber, is 2 em below
Reneath this lowest floor was found typical rock fill.
this. These many floorsbrohgbly do not indicate varitous building
periods, but merely resurfacing of floors. TIn no case does the
floor continue under the whde walls of the trench and in most
instances the finishing plaster of the floor continues up the side
walls.
Most, if not all of these floors are probably continuous with
the lower floors found in the trench outsil e of the sanctuary,
to be mentioned later,

i1t be ing kept in mind that the upper floor outside agrees with

the paved second floor inside. For some reason, however, they



Sanct 19

?ouldwpop be followed continuously beneath the doorway to the
sanctuary; probably local condit ions had destroyed their evidences.
The second paved floor probably corresponds tb the plastered floor
that was found at about the same depth under the floor of the
chamber to the side of the trench, and it was noted that pure rock
£111 began at the same depth under the trench and under the chamber
floor; it is probable that there was a floor at a depth of about
87 cm under the chamber floor, though none was noted in excavation.

The appearance of the trench floors corroborated definitely
the evidence of the shrine that it was used as a firpplace. As
the shrine was neared evidences of baking 1ncre;sed. The paving
slabs of the second floax are much calcined and other flat stohes
underlie them. The earth over and under the third floor is very
hard and red. The floa d below this can not be folleowed close to

the shrine, having probably been destroyed by the heat at this point,

but the lowest floor is plain.



Sanct  #1%9a
The nature of Lhe masonry on the jambs of the sanctuary doorway
where the surface is continuous with the wall of the trench were
examined for detells ' aring on the respective temporal periods
of the walls, the trench, and the front room floor. While not
ca tain, they indicated that all are of the same period. - The
walls were not built on the plastered floor nor was the floor
level evident teneath the walls; while not intentionally bondeg,
the ¥¥d¥ masonry of the trench wall end that of the sanctuary wall
with the jamb flush with the trench wall
seered to be continuous. Nor did the sanctuary wallxbontinue
below the room level, which would indtiicate that the walls were
older, the floor levels within and without the sanctuary later
raised. This was no%t absolutely certaln however; the masonry of
the trench walls being laid without breaking the joints, on
of the trench, }
either side, a little below the level of the room floor and a few
centimeters oulside (wouthwest) of the lilne of the sanctuary wall,
a rude irregulastr wall in the nature of a projecting plinth may be
imaglnsd. This feature can be followed to a depth of 45 cm below
the room floor on one side, and 60 cmron the other, but it is so

rough and Iirregular that it is probably purely fortuitous; on the

whole the detalls suggest that sanctuary, trench and front roam

floor are contemporary and parts of one gompleX.



P=8  #41

. el T e i ‘
in the oute;&t;;;;QIK¢kw¥L

Just as within the sanedwawy, excavation

E”“g* quite

fleor revealed several superimposed floors. These correlatell Wekd

well bl

A 44 with the burie d floars within the senetwsry, in comparing

which 1t must e remembered that the second floor within the

5 s 2

e
sanctanry -1s the uppermost floor without. The various floor s wese
obviously continuous, though the actual levels varyha slightly.

Tive floax s were noted outside, corresponding to the six inside

J@M‘Q/b\ '

A ]
the senstuary., The plaster of the uppermost floar wa# continuous

with the plaster of the trench walls, and the stone walls od the

)

o
trench continue vertical below 1t. The plaster of the floor was

not remarksbly good. The second floor, 10 cm below this, %:% a
little better; the third, 3 cm below the last and at a total depth
of 63 cmn, showsﬁ the best plaster surface. The plaster of both of
these floors, like that of the uppermost one, turns up along the
walls of the trenchﬁkhough here, of course, the plester layers are

thinly superimposed. The fourth floor is 5 cm lower, the fifth

70
2 cm lower still, at a total depth of about # em. This corresponds

sufficlently accurately with the 67 cm depth of the lowest floor

(ot  Johey and
of the trench inside éjsane%aﬁéw;Athe 70 cm depth of the lowest

floor of the sangbwmems chamber,



e A

The plaster of the lowest two floors does not turn up along
the trench walls but runs under them. Unfortunately excavations
were not begun to follow these floors to ascertsin their extent,

but the existence of a fdoor (though without finishing plaster)

wtof
at this same depth in the senetusry chamber suggests that this

may have been & very early floor covering a wide expanse, and
probably preceding any of the now standing structures.
These floors, some of which doubtless represent not new

building periods but merely new surfacings, are composed of a hard

concrete o
WY of small stqQ mes and earth with a smooth plaster surface,

Over the best thixrd floor much charcoal was fipund,
A shallow excavation in the front room cle e to the medial

wall revealed no Luried floor, Lub ihis was nol carried to any

cons® eravle dspth and did not establish the certainty that no

3
i

such burie d floor existse A cement of small stones with cloge-

Fal

packed filler was found immedlately under the floor, and telow

~

this was found typilcal rock fill of loose broken rock without
filler such as is employed in the interiors of pyramids.
Unfortunately the depth of thilis sxcavation and the thickness of

AR
the flooring wes not recorded.



In the right front entrance a large paving slab was found
Just under floor-level; the plastered floar surface lay upon it.

Tt 1s possible that there were others that were washed down the

‘'slope by natural erosion, or inedvertantly torn out during the

earliest excavations,

srdde-the uppEr-one.
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A,

when fArst seén, extendeéd to &0 em above the Lench tops This was
F4 & o & & p

F

An excavation iu ;he interior of the a&4w=r showed that it was
built,%ﬁ except for the masonry facing, of piled rubble, very loose
and filled with much dirt.

Some excavations were made beneath the floor in this right
rear room, both under, and outs@de of, the altar. In both places
the lower floor at the level of the front rom , the gero level,
was found with its plaster surface, at depths of from 24 to 27 cm
below the upper floor. The base of the medial well was at this
level, but the bases of the sicde amd rear walls were at the level
of the upper floor upon which also the altar was built.

Several other floo s were found buried under this gecond one
which corresponds to the first or upper floor in the front room.
Both under the alter and in the main room another floor, with

better and harder plaster surface was found at 4 cm below the
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second flloor., A fourth floor was found at a depth of 80 cm
(35 em Welow the zero level); the materiai between has rather
fine and hard-packed, but below this lowest-found floor was the
typical pure rock fill used for pyramid cores. Some of these
floars were alsc found in the doorway in the side wall; whether
there was a step in this doorway was not definitely ascertalined.

On the lowest floor found some fragments of mussel shell
were encountered. In several deep excavations made down to the
lowest floor in the rear of this room and also near the altar,
to s depth of about 85 cm belowf the upper floor level, small
stones and red earth were found in which were many potsherds.

are

These W¢¥'¢ mainly of polychrome ware, fine and thin, with painted
glyphs and other decorations. Coarser sherds, some with thick

rims, were in less propogdrtion. The polychrome sherds, according

tc Myss Butler's report,



“The wigth &% the base is about-

{1

d==m. “The--well-plastered top of the- 1Ett@?“fFﬁwbib%ﬁég%$mO£LzZa

~20-. thiekness
<cm.asbove tie"fIsor. -The high back-1s about ¥&-em in Wid¥Y against
the medialwall; 1t is almost completely destroyed, but-Vri-Seat-
«terthwaitefound-traces—of -plaster-ageinst—the medial wall-which
indicated -that -1t originally extended to-a -height-of 76 -cmabove

Jhe benck..top—or-ITi0mraboverthe=fdoer, T - I11NT knlle was Tound

~on—or near—tae—floor—in-Lfront—of-the altar.

is-built-upon-the uppermost-£floeesr, but in this case, a feature
not noted and presumably not present in the right room, it rests

: 38’(7‘» A
upon a bench which extends down to the lower floor 28 ce¢m lower.
This floor is presumably on the same level as, and a continuation
of, the sere=level floar of the front room. The front face of
this bench upon which the altar rests 1s about flush with the FAd

front of the altar, but extends an Idefinite distance to the left

or southeasat of the altar side edge. Mr. Satterthwalte, who dis-

o

estopp ron; Lol
covered this feature in 1934, was 2;1 Z/f f& y %; She Soims

of the understanding under which he worked that year, and the other

right side is covered by the roots of a great tree. The masonry of



s
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the bench below #H# is of somewhat different masonry than that of
the altar above, smaller stones being generally employed.

The relative age of the altar and the bench are yet uncertaln
and await further investigatlon. In spite of the difference in

plaster
masonry they sppar to be a unit. The marks of the upperyfloor
were evident against the masonry PE¥wedd but 1t is not certaln
whether the plaster of this upper floor runs under the altar and
over the hench. The lower zere-level floor rams undér the masonry
of the bench.

Beneath the lower floor on the zero level of the front room
other féatures were found, the exact nature of which, both inde-
pendently and with relation to the other features, are not yet

These features were not found in the right rear room,
certathi¢but as the fipper floor here was pierced in only a few
places, 1t 1s possible that excavations might reveal them in

corresponding situations,
Beneath this lowest floor a line of stones was found which

runs across the width of the room from the aitar, a 1little to the

or southeast
left of its ceanter to the rear wall a little southeast of the door-

and the bench under 1it,
way. It apparently runs under the agltar and obviously antedates

both. Being below the base of the rear wall it antedates thils also,

though it was not ascertained whether it runs under this rear wall,

Near this wall theie scem to be traces of a second line of stones
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parallel to, above and behind the longer line, and suggesting
steps to a platform at a higher level near the sanctuary to the
northwest. While tle level of this platform was not followed to
he sanctuary it seems to be about on the zero level, that of the
front room and of the base of the sanctuary walls and presumably

originally ran to the base of the sanctuary wall. The Yg¥¢Y floor
foot
at the YAdd of these steps, to the left or southeast, is about

20 cm below the level of the platform and the base of the bench,

n

each of the two "steps" being about 10 em high., Where this lowest

third flooe runs under the altar the depth of 20 em is filled with

eompact flooring material, a cement of small stones and plaster.

on lével YEXWeEd /U

(M's notes say line of stones was between upper two floors, surface
of platform a little above lower (zero level) floor, 95 cm below
altar bench & 40 below upper floord S's plan makes it 88 and 24 cm,
platform on zero level. lM's 40 cm a later calculation, not measure-
ment, probably hasty & wrong. M's notes say platform 50 em high,
probably wrong.)

a8
Beneath the altar there was a few centimeters of this flooring

material between the floor of the platform and the base of the
masonry of the al tar bench.
The lowest floor at the base of the platform edge tr steps

did not extend under these steps, indlcating that these two lower
levels were contemporaneous and the platform not later ralsed on
and above the lowest floor. However the platform floar had been

later extended southeastward, eliminating the steps. Upon this

extended floor the altar bench had been bullt.
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Although the lbdwest floor at the base of the platform steps
was not followed further to the left, another feature of uncertain
nature and with no obvious sonnection with any other feature was
fo her to the southeas@mbetween the highest and lowest flooirs,
ut as its urpose is upcertain 1t will be 1uferred to as a cist.
nea“mmmn% s ““*“\Y/“““
This dy/i%/fﬁﬁ/ﬁéﬂﬁ{d off a drain or flue,A It was about in the

longitudinal axis of the room, about equidistant from the rear and

medial walls but its ends did not reach either the side wall or
the edge or steps of the platform.

Just below the uppermost floor and above the level of the
platfom floor at zero level a line of large stone slabd, lald

YEYEELAEYA [ SAYAA LY AS /LY

horizontally, was found. These slabs were of irregular shapes
relatively rectangular and of

but,more or less uniform thickness, laid with their longer widths

at right angles to the line. The Iargest slab, next to the north-

westernmbst, measured 75 x 45 x 15 em, and beyond this were several

several equally large and several smaller slabs. The bLases of thess

slabs or capstones were avout at the same level; they were covered

by about 9 cm of concPete floorimg material at the top of which was

the uppermost floor.

These slabs or caps were found to cover a long cist that resem-

bled a drain or flue, with a line of small slabs, set vertical, at



e
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a

ither side, the lines relatlvely straight and parallel. The length
of these lines was about 1.65 m, the right end terminating without
definite features as a distance of about 55 ecm from the edge of the
platform, the left end at about 50 cm from the side wall. It may
origénally have continued further to the right into the room, but

exterior

certainly never further Gto the left toward the side wall, though
at neither end was there any definite termination to the floor of
the cist, but only of tlic whab walls. The widili was gqulte uniformly
aboublff 35 cm, and the nearer side was 45 cm from the front wall
of the altar. When the capstones wereremoved the cist was found

almost
to be filled with soft loose earth, with a few centimeters of air

space above this and below thé slabs; t§2§t§ad presumably percoclated
in, probably ¥f in the form of mud, after the cist had ® en abandoned.
The floor was found to be well plastered in places, the height from
the floor to thic base of the capstones about 22 em. This floor
appeafed to be at about the ssme level as the¥ lowest oune abt the

base of the platform steps.

The purpose of this feature im quite problematical; at any rate
it was not in uss at the last period, and probably the present fea-
tures are only a part of a larger complex, the greater part of which

was torn out In later bullding operations.

Note: Depths: Upper to lower floor, as above, © plus 15 plus 22 is
46 em. S's plans make 45; i.s., check. At platform, 28 plus 20
make 48, check. I.e., 50 cm height of platform wrong)
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My sole suggestion as tc the possible purpose of this cist
1s based upon Y¥£ the fact that ,/# of all the features at this

city, it most resembles the depressed passage or trench leading

to the sanctuary at the front of this building. Ve have e@iidence

L
v

Pyramid :
at Pledras Negras, as In the case of LYUELALY k-5, that YU /ddld

a particular site was euplpyed for the ssme purpose, with the same
complex of featured, through several superimposed building periods,
fhough the nature of the architecture and engineering might differ
considerably. This cist may have e en a depressed passsge leading
to an earlier structure, possibly built of perishable materials,
on the site of the present sanctuary. If it led to the only doore
way, as is the presumption, the bullding faced southeast. Then,
during later alterations//ddd/WUeA/ AL /EYSE/L/ L7 /S hd /A dd /¥ Sould
W Ve /¥dYdéd the earlier structure and the right end of the trench
were removed and the rest of the trsnch, instead of Leing filled
up, was covered with slabs and these floored over.
(Note: this has not been well thought out, and there are doubtless
many obvious arguments against it.)

In the course of the excavations in this left rear room some
ine polychroms potsherds were encountered, as well Qs sonie of

coarser nature. (Levels not given Iin mss.)
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The potsherds found in the excavatlons in bthe [ront room
were almost exclusively of thick, coarse, red ware with slight
curvature, obviously of large plain vessels. The tempering is
apparently cridshed crystalline rock. The outer surface k8 often
striasted and traces of stucco are often seen on the surface, The
rims asre generally much thicker than tlhe bLddies. A few have a
finer grade of paste. Sherds of this type form the prevalling
class in the surfuce levels of the city and seem Lo Le most
characteristic of tlhie last period of occupation. We Delieve that
the gquantlty of these sherds is due to their apparent use as
skeletons for stucco cornament. The rims measure up to 3.7 ¢m
in diameter, the bodies often 1 em (mss says © cm) thick at a
distance of 6 em from the rim. In the brench and throughout the
excavations the majority of the sherds encountered were of this
characiter, and in the sanctuary shrine great quantities of them
were found, But those found between floors were often of a much
finer character and often polychrome. Around the altar in the
right rear room many fragments of polychrome vessels were found

as well as bits of stucco or plaster with a Lright dark red

painted surface,



)
4 sroyed. . The large stones projected
N '
UI" under..the -main wall, again indicating that the wall was built upon
}i‘:’( ";"‘s.
- o
S o7 4 Ahisy-and-behingd-these;-in“the plinth interior, was seen typicsal
b rock fill of loose uncemented rubble.
@ & e v"i~"<§x'& ,19(..1.
do p A (]
o | (Mts equivocal notes say gf]fi’%}f‘y( 20 cm wide in front of left front
wall; 8 ~-@f-fres . 3O F P aci-5H- qupm»@&ge “Of
3 "; ufencﬁ extt—uds aoout ’70 cm. beyond outer face of

e wall; can these be reconclledr Also reported no "banquete" along
' left or southeast side wall. True?)

(Following, copled verbatim from earlier mss:)

=y % \i In the ceniral axis of the building, the trench expends lorward

oftho—plirbir—eontinuss Lo the edge—

}f -stone s-visibie-ab-bothi -Cornere——>Ioub-at—a-mach--Jowe
7&‘ :f‘f_
N
AN
~f =




In the floor of the trench on the line of the plinth edge there

is a step. The WYY/gf/the riser is well surfaced with plaster

\ <4 oY and there are traces of plaster on the step. The lLelght of the
0o Ty
Sad o) ol riser and the width of the step were not noted, probably because
. 5, ‘ L W,
; ) S they were btoo much destroyed for certainty. The trench walls,
o
&7 o although in greatly destroyed condition, are traceable farther
)
./)' ’ 5_ 3
: % .
, - foirward and beyond the line of the plinth edge and the step,
4 ION
X s
w(m They were noticeable for a distance of 1.10 m/ further on the
\i’\\ }N\ . probably destroyed,
, i N~ northwest side, but were missing,on the southeast side.
o A 3
t —Fre—printh-edge—eontiinues—on the-eft sl de of “the ~trench,; 80

for 9¢75-m
©,L —oi-high-in-plaees, tLo-the-southern corner—of ~the-buildiag,-aboub
~the -sane -distaace as on the right slde. ~Hewre the waln front-wall
~4is-mach destroyed but -1s 55 -em-from the outer edge of the plinth.
—Ab—bhe—Teft—front—corner—there-—seems to-be-no-ptinth ¢l atong
“the—side, “the-side-wali-beitag-HuiibOub-to-the-edge—oftheplintirs-
—Fhe--oreavations-in-this-piace-wore-not-carried . far en o‘.u};gh..‘ Lo

~deteruine-more detalls with certainbys



—~Phe—above..data are unfoptunalely very-itasulificiendt; ané-appa-
-rently egquivocal-and contradietory. Tlie sitlire front-of the build-
.ing was--very iuch destroyed, end to-get & good - restoraiion would
“have regulrsd complete excavation with meticulous care in noting
~every trase—of a feature« —Asg the-work was-done .the flrst year
_ofthe sxpedition,with-no certaluly-of—retarmanether yeoar,; and

it was. therefore constddred more-essential- to obtain the most im-
—portent data on ssgveral structures, this.difficult work was passed
<OVET%,

—Bowever, presuming that all measuregents are correct, they can
_be reconciled on the follwuwing assumption, which hypothesls has
been adopted on the reconstructed plan, Plate I. Al the two-Lront
_coenrens the plinth in front-hkad a width of 20-em. TIn the central
axis of the bullding was a-sbalrcase of unknown width, the upper
step of which was on the level of the room floor, extending the
AP PALEAL /MY ALY L Loor further frofit. Wnlle in most Haya bulldings
the plinth is rectangular, and the masonry for the stalrcase bullt
against 1it, this advanced Bop step may have @ en taken for the
plinth and thus have given the distance of 55 ecm f/dd to the front

2 -
wall above noted. The¥ may have been a further anterior apron in
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the centgral axils, of unknown width, for an extendlon of the trench,
thus extending this feature f#¢ to a distance of 70 (or 1.10 ?)
cm from the line of the plinth edge.

The presumable upper anterior platform terrace, at the base

L7

of the plinth and 70 cm below it,had a width of at least 1.80 m

e
D1r

and possibly mdre, as the anterior edge was eroded. Thegplatfor;
subsbructare of P=7,U{d/FEHISULYY{ in one of the later or latest
building periods, and in conformation with Maya architectural
practise, had evidently been enlarged. A wall was found built

the plaster of
upon,this terrace [loor near both corners of the structure.

N\
The one at the leflt sid? was 5o‘cm thick with a stralght front Tace
and an ¥ regular rear face. It was so much eroded that only ¥U¢
one masonry course of the
base remalged,and the almost certain fact that the Interstice begween
it and the plinth wall was an intentional fill was not noted. The
outer face was at a distan@e of 90 em from the present edge of the
terrace, the inner edge 60 cm from the plinth wall,

- A similar feature was observed near the right corner, the outer
edge of the wall here at a distance of 70 e¢m from tiie plinth wall,

as oompared with the 90 cm on the left side. Here it was noted

that this later wall was of a helght about equal to that of the
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plinth, and that the Inlerstice had been fille d up. If this height

with :
i1s correct, the relationship of this later wall #d the floor that
was found at a depth of 25-30 cm below the plinth level, and with
whicii 1t would be presumed to have been connected, i1s unceryaln,
This outer and later wall was followed to a point beyond, or to the
right of, the line of the right wall of the bullding. Whether it
cantinues indefinitely in this direction, along the edge of the
long terrace, or whether, as 1s more likely, 1t turns a corner and
formed a terrace J7/¥YU¢ on the right s#l e of P-7 was not ascertained.
If the latter 1s the case, it is likely that the entire long terrace

ci
on the level of the base of the walls is an artifial fill.

B

t/18" provalle that¥there were several more terraces between

.

, §iénd the f%éa; of the plaza,ﬁbﬁ%ﬁAestruction here“wéévéo great
and excavatio; sonlight that no more were found. As tpe Lleord
of ~the fféﬁt Ygom seems £6 be st a level.ébout 3 w  above that of
the plaza flbor, théfe we&uld be helght for four twrrages the same

e kght as the piinth. However térrace heights are generally greater
often ’
than plinth heights, and are nol uniform. The restoration of the

terraces as shown on the -sections in Plate I 1s therelfore hlghly

problematical.
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;t,mé& be assumed with some confidence that a staircase ascebded
the &errace slopes from the plaza level to that of the front room.
Whether it was broad ahough to serve all three entrances is not
certain but probablgs the sikie edges of the stmbrcase were nol
excavated for. Erosion and destruction have been so great that
it 1s doubtful 1f well-preserved steps can be found, but excavations
on the s8lope Iin two places produced evidences of—tremeone—of-these
was in the central line; here thils sarea appeared abt first slightly
depressed as if some excavabtlon had Leen done there. Possibiy
Maler or a later yiwitor dug there in ssarch of the hoped-for

//a
central lintely No steps were found here, but a little to the Wd{¥

L9

right or northwest three posslillc steps were feund just benecath the

reads
1 level and close td Ledrock at the foot of the slops. The w}dﬁﬂi

i

80
averaged 27 em in width, the risers 20 to 30 em In height. JIm-fwead
southeast

of. the -left or FLAY entrance four apparent high and wide steps, or

more-kikely small -terraces, were found. ~The sizes wore on the-whele

~antform;—three—of45—cmwidthand-35-em—height, and one of 45 cm

aeight and 70 (2) cm width. They were macde ¢f small stone blocks,
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/&. Roof of Sanctuary. Did it have an earlier and lower roof
upon  which vanlting was ¥t erected? Built on finishing plaster?
Sen P losn 27
2. What was exteht of platform found in left rear room? Look for
its edge in other three rooms; or at least in front and rear right.
"hat was 1ts relationship to Sanctuary?xi " Did it support latter or
precede or follow it?” VWag it & terrace? Was there a floor at itelss,
bage and how far to either side did this extend? In rear rooums,
‘at level of floor of front room, was there & floor beyond the edve%§
of this platform? Was, this floor on the same level as the nlatform
near the «anctuary? DYd the playform xtend under the rear wgll” and
can you fijd its rear end and the nature thereof?. Did it extend
under the altar against the medial wallXo "hat was its relationship

fJ@X; to the wall (oanch 4that crosses it at right angles under the altar

in left rear rooH? Does its floor eitend under Sanctuary and with

which floor in trench does 1t tie up, if any?-hewlin Lo o, Jead epud.
: Tt IR Tl D bl

3. lake deep excavationsin front and rear rooms, if possible

down to undisturbed soil of bedrock and see if any floors beneath

., those found by me. Do this both through platform near Sanctuary

T A

A

and further out near side wall. Follow lowest floor in trench
ﬁutoide Sanctuary under teench wall to see if merely & wider trench
or a broad floor,iﬂf the latter, try toagcertain its extent.

#4. Dig out exterior fuue'o; wall opposite melial wall on right side
to asceryain nature and reason why medial wa71 was bullt on lower
Iloor, rear and rear part of side Malls on higher floor.~-%e

{3

(5. TFollow yllnth down on outgide at right side and see 1f you can

' find floor of terrace on which plinth rested.

i/
V¥

p,

aF

2
j

A

8. Do lower floors of Sanctuary, within chamber, rup under walls
of Sanct., and tie up with floors in front or rear rooms? Y '

,7. Are medial walls &nd outer walls built on finighing plaster? /7%
Same with Sanctuary Walls?'

-

8. +f possible, find floor of Court Plaza dnd note elevetion of
plinth. If conveniens, try to find terraces Dbetween.

<
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PLATE 1
AND SECTIONED RESTORATION
PLAN A SECTIONS/OF P-7-18%.

A, Sectioned Restoration with right end and right half of front
removed in order to show interior features.

B. Longitudinal section on line C-D as marked in plan G.

Thé
It traverses the rear rooms but is jogged to diﬁid/éﬁttiﬁé/ﬁﬁé
pasgs in front of the fireplace. The

entrance in the rear wall is shown at the right.

C. Longitudinal section on line A-B as marked in plan G. It
traverses the front room but shows in elebation the features

tc the rear of the line

D. Plan of ceiling seen from below. Reversed from right (north-

west) wing. JE/gr0ske6/Lh8/ it/ topbs/
%t} / wingl

E. Transverse section on line G-H as marked in plan G, THA/SALLtdrés
It crosses the right rooms, p®ssing through the right front entrance
and outtinﬁtthrou gh the medial wall at the T-shaped orifice,drd

LA/ Ehe/ELERE/ LA6/ PhIL/ LA/ Bboyh/ AL/ £hé/ ¢ 1¥t{ the bench-altar and
the rear wall. The entrance in the right side wall is shown in
elevation at the right,
F. Transverse section on line E-F as shown in plan G. It crosses
leftf the ¥##8f rooms and is practically symmetrival with the foregoing
except that it passes through the left entrance in the rear wall.,
G. Ground plan of P-7-18B%.

H, Transverse section on line I-J as shown in plan G, It crosses the

chamber, cutting through the rear wall and & front pier./ the rig
I. Transverse section on line K-L as shown in plan G. It follows

the cetral transverse axig of the structure, through the sunken
passage and the entrance to the gentral chamber and the central
engrance in the rear wall, cutting only the rear walls of the

central chamber and of the firepiace.



Identification of symbols:

Stippling in/ plan G denotes sections left unexcavated.
In the sectioned restoration A and the ceiling plédn D it represents
shading of standing features not sectioned.

Solid black represents preserved sclid elements standing

above debris or excavated, except in sectioned restoration A where
it denotes sectioned preserved or restored feéktures.

White hatching on black represents features observed at

certain pointe but still covered by debris at points indicated.
limits of
281id black lines represent observed feapures.
limits of or
Broken lines represent unobserved gpd hypothetically

restored fallen features.

Broken hatching represents solid unobserved or hypothetically

restored fallen elements.
Dotted lines represent original debris comtours.

Dot-and-dagh lines 7#PfFAgérf on plans show lines ofi which

gectione were made.
Small broken circles with diverging straight lines show
points fromfwhich photographs were taken. The numbers within the

circles refer to plate and number of photograph reproduced herewith.
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