Structure J-S.
Situation
This palace, one of the largest, in-all-ite-phages, bound';é. Court 2 on the

coutkwest side. It is hard to sey whether the Maya regarded it as facing one way or

the other, Fer—deseripiive purposes We consider that it fazsd fmntéaway from the court,

centeredtriple doorway
because there is a gamirsix@szrwzy only on this side,and in latfer pexim phases, if not at

on the court side
the beginning elso, symetrical gkamx doorway placement/was less than perfect. Along the front

open from which . probably-enother-at-the-left
ffhere was an/a.mbulatory about = m wide,zmi a stairwy at the right,apparently gave
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access to the roof of Str., J-6 , immediately below.tFrom this, descent to Court 1

by ciruitous routes was provided for, using the stairways 3% leading down by way of the

platform Str. J-7 at the left; or those of Str. J-8 and J=5 at the right. Fhere-mey-

e well-as=gide :
-contral tairwag leading down-to-the~Jubewoof. Ihe front of this palace
. commanded an intimate view of the sides and front of Courtml, and a magnificent vista
- of the city beyond. Its placement corresponds strictly with that of J-2 on the court

low rises from those of
below, The xEmx plinth at the rear }‘esj;s. directly ;Sn the Court 2 floor ag do/the other

palaces, @ “QW !



There scem to have been four (certainly three) succoessive

’

phases,xﬂxznzatignz The earliest, Phase D, is shown in Fig. b
the 1ater phases, C, B and A, in Figure . ﬁxxaxxtiun The
walls rise well above the debris in the unexcated portion, shown Dy
stippling. This building, due pr obably to its massive_proportions

and perhaps also to a preponderancs of slabs in wall masonry,

18 betber precerved than any other palace.



Str, J-S-1lst Fhase D

In its esrliest phase (Fig. ) the building consisted of two long paraellel
gelleries separted by a medial wall. As restored by us there were no transverse end
rooms, the medial well joining the end walls where, in later phases, there were end
mih doorweys entering end rooms (Fig ). The evidence for this is as follows,

The base cburszl/lig the left Jjamb oty doorway marked in Fig. was found below
the "I unit of walls which produced the end room in Fig. « Finsihed plaster( flooe a )

turned up to this buried jemb, ran across the doorway, which 1is standard width,

and turned up to thep other jemb, b. See section , Fig. .

right
Eviaence that this/ .jamb:;:xm:czi@t remained through all periods is the fact that o
S wAf \,,
one—-e}i—ite corner stones rises 25 cms from the lcwer floor, thus meintaining
dowls ' higher loter §
this surface at all times well above the mu floor of gha next phase, and this.
f i 5t d4m M A
higher floor also turns up against it. Tne 10wer floor (2) was followed under both
medial and transverse members ol

ypits of the "% wall of the next phase, emé-was shown to turn up to t,he left rear pier,
gndzihE both on the rear and at both sides. Thence 1t was followed" to the left jamb
of the left doorway,(;bélow the fill-up wall of the next phase, the turn-up running ‘fm“\

frowm The Corner
déwn the short anta and along the inside of the end wall to a point cm.AFrom here

towam the center this early floor bresks off' on an irregular line running across the

p 4 &0 M
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Room end under the transverse wall. This broken line often approaches close to,

but never encroaches on the area hn?dmim of ao’ﬁble-line hatching in Fig, ’

mﬁmd:ngx:tha The same situation obtained on the other (front)s1de of this area .
i7‘ A A
The buried base course of the mediel wall was fournd to be broken off as inalcated
r f'
on the plan}, Thie brezk,. is too near the end wall to permit placement of a transverse

wall“or an end room in this period, and the medial well must therefore have joined

the end wall, or have stopped ﬁhort, an alternative inaicatec. in Fig. : b
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Failure of the-serly floor,to reach the area of the end doorway of Fig. shows plainly
»',-\\\ f! {'ﬂx \I't\,jik 3

that this is a later insertion. At the other end WOI'Kiné fwod the end Yoo only
3



Plan

fﬂe cofmamaﬂm except in the doorway Ty the-£inal fleor-betm g
lower in-the-room itself (sée ssectlon, Fig. ). But.under the—tremsferseveil, while

remnsts of Vemsved
no' “Py masonry w&!éfound, Hladke floor peappears, and on one side brecks off, on the

other brekks off with a sligh{r remnant of turn up, in each case where the jmediel wall formerly
The meloo wadacpls Fhod Fhao o a thipd ¥ Mf Pred atun 9 Floora.
crossed the area now occupied by the end room.AHere fault lines in the end wall mesonry
provably indicate where ths insertion of the end doorway,imz whlgh required building
up the jaumbs witg new‘nasom'y, occurred.
We conslder that the above evidence is deciswe proof that the building lacked

earlieat
end rocms in thisxﬁnnpmn& phase. While the possibility exists that there were deormays
M ‘ j“iM,C‘-Aiff‘ OO ¢ u;’i\/f}

across.i:h&ﬁnd.& Qi the medial-wa¥l (Fig ) this is very unlikely, since they would be very

\“;eli;,’: ‘,)f-'"""_f;
close to omersﬁ Icnown to exist, and unless extremely narrow, could not have been centered

behind facade doorways, as were the otherst 1}1& preferred restoration, Fig. , agrees
*Disgardibg slight displavementzaszmdxky prcbably caused by parellelgram perimeter, See *
Appendlx 4
e R ) s z

in this respect with practice at Palenque and Yaxchllan, and with other Piedras Yegras
doorweys quite

palaces; that is, where we have medial wall perforation,Xmaxns close to the ends, we do not

medial wall-end
also find spEszizzmdieXzweil doorweys alsc.

The fundamental arranegment of the doorways is simple and swametrical. There

js a centered triple-doorway in the front facade, and triple doorways of-the ienaion
- . approximate d-ﬂem%s W \6‘""\

near each end of the rear., These deoorways are all of the same dimExEiEmsx ( m),

and there is 2 medial wall doorway/g of the same wiém centered behind sach. Completg V5 {:‘%

L

qfi“'» 4 (/’"

: symetry at the rear is spoiled by an extra, somewhat narrower ( ) doorway, seperated

from the 1eﬁt twiﬁe»\mét by a section of wall only m long, which thus becemes an

extra long pier. There is no sign in the masonry that this is a later insertlon, but such

v 5 V\-'s'\'*y"'(‘ /

l [
slgns are M in thc end wallg of the next perlod vmn' “We are sure insertion
ccurred. We failed to inv esti sate the p;ater floor situation here. IhisT doorway kmm seems
r Atl 4 f‘ .
2 Dewee.—al—inee—-écﬂ

useless in this period, but very useful in periods B and A (Figs.

poseibl
yn%”;iﬁf

o% ﬂqs ility that this Goorway was abse
pland—ﬁ =Fa«g#s-~«~mami mdlca/tea the posaib :
vndontlls A naD o ffran AT { //' Ll Mrz,/q

e T o RErrwdh B So A it

those.periods, .
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Refloaring of Pnase D #. £pie,d 1

The walls and plers of this phase are assoclatea with

Ehe finished surface of this

the floor numbered 2 in Fig = . Thie-is sbout om above the
the base of the walls and pilers. At the base level is a layer of

mortar, but we could not distinguish finishing plaster on it.

1+ the other end of the bullding the floor which corresponds ai'?}hvﬂ~’

Vaal) X gae The o D6 ¢ w/ TRPSENFY w
ié,about em above the base of walls and plers. It appears msi
hoone
however, ouly endErxthes traneversxz nekix aRzRexkazze® under the filler

A 4 ¥ A» s I !}(
masonry of the rlght rear doorway. Here ib was clear that in building

A
the Phase C end room this floor had been Pemoved,(3axtkanxxxxxxxi‘

but only frow the area to be occupled by the new room (Section )1
and apparently also the arsa to be occupied by the new transverse wall.

™

Praster on the jamb of the Phase D arnta runs down below floor 2,
sarviving in the old doorway, to another floor , 3. Thus, in this
doorway there are two flcors, both of them preceding the filler

of the next phase, one of them at the bass level, the other about

& . ad : 7 4 y ¢ $™

cma higher.ﬁWhile this lower floor (3) was clear here, 1t could
not be followed out into the room and was probebly largely destroyeda
there when the later floor 2 was removed. It seems rcasonable to

suppose that some such explantion account%for cur failure to find



findg hing plaster at the Dass level at the other end of the building.
We cond ude there were two episdoes to be included in Fhase D: the
orginal construction with floor 3 at base level; and a secod,

whon an entirsl y new floor, body'as was well as finish, was laid,




Fittings

No sisns of interior fittings or constructions which might be assigned to this
period were encountered in the efcavated areas;.howsver, what was proably the original floor
(see-bekerr) is little known and traces of benches, etc., may survive there; Such traces
on the final floor rerexxxinterizryakeva kX IRKy i of this phase would be very
diffulet to detect since it is only a centimetez; or ;o below the floor surfaces of
te :

later phases. (fig. ¥. =
Intefior elevations. :

} i £ 1Y lf
Tye vaulting had &W&w fallen except over the three partions ofx¥maxe
and for short distancesaksng of longitudinal veulting adjacent to these,
Phases A and B, which we believe were secondary; Jend except at the southeast
sides of rooms 8 and § of those phases (Figs ). In Room § 9 sufficient of
: ’ ~ soffits
what seems to be origjnal vaulting remeined to indicatie that the yauXimxsi
of 21l phases were without niches., Saffits were somewnat irregular, but intended
to ve flat. The offset at the spring in Room 9 (Phase ) varies from nothing to "\;
' the cap exposure aboub e M
about cms; the veult height was surely about B, No vault-beam holes were \e*
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observed, and the amount of vaulting remaining in Room 9ﬁseems to justify thad—

conclusion that there were none, unless quite high.

We are bound to admit the bare possibility that none of the,vaulting i'm:md
found bglongs to this ga,rliest phase, since vaulting at either end, and 59m medial
wall vaulting must have comef down for the insertion of the end rooms of the next
phase (see below). However, ‘these veults are low and on thick walls so that, with
reacoatle mortar cohegive strength, palf-vaults could stand aione and there 'lsAno
reason to suppose more was destroyed than necessary. This is strongly confirmed by

dif ‘evences in the masounry of the t@sverse vault of Ro§m 8, known to b.e secondary,
and the veulting at the end of the same room, suppesed to be origipal. Bye prol;ottion of

. |2
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thin slebs in the secondary work is mach higher. If the vaulting at the end of this
% :
room is original, the ends of the Fhase D veults were sloping. The surviving remnant is

at the end is too ‘badly displaced to yield an accurate slope, but was probably

steeper,

K /ﬂ-’-_«,\



Ru¥-grozxxgssrizns, ‘

Outside elevations,

The upper zone survives at the right front cormer to a height of cm,

- It is inset cn from the plane of the wall,
where it is vertieal and epparently has not been disturbed. Here the medial molding

is in good condition, except that pla ster is missing. ¥z The upper molding is nowhere

‘

in place and is entirely hypothetical mmxihe in Fig « The roof height at center

v flat {
is clearly indicated by surviving areas of fi=% crushed stone mysralong the loggitudinal

center over the right transverse AR mll,, and over the partitions of Phases 1 and A
(Fig ). These areas were not covered with building stone and it is therefore
certain thers was no roof-comb. No signs of stucco decoration appea:re&“in"me-%mis.

szimnizmeﬁiahmﬁngxsxdmxzmxemtxuzndxzhnkzmexémﬁlmkaﬁzfax.

Sections,.

Cross sections of this phase would not differ from those of Fig. except +he
walls and oA

for later interior/ cc)nstn:'uc:’c.icms/ﬂ thers shown in elevation,

For further details see appendices , , 3 : 2
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