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POTTERY FIGURINES AND VESSEL CRNAMENTS FOUND AT PINDRAS NIGRAS, 195435,
/' Eigurines. |

The figurines found at Piedras Negres during the field seasons of 1054 and 1975

f£it into the pattern established by the finds of the preceding three seasena:: The
humen firurine heads belong to Style xf being mouldmade, or so modelled as’ %0 cone
form to mouldmade teehnique, with no examples of archaie or archaistie Sreatment,
All recognizable figurine frasments were found in building debris or in the soil,
None. had datable associations, either wvith mﬁnmnants, or stratigraphy,

Seventeen of the humen heads have the headform desj.g;nated as A,that shows a high heed
with flattened forehead end receding jow, Nine heads have Form B, with a square, chubby
foce, and five of these have the sugarloaf head found with B only in the Usumaeinta re-~
gion, Thene are three exemples of Headform C, |

Moot recognizable headdresses are veriants of the stepped, hood, mnd turban types.

One B head has a crudely modelled animal headdress that suggests the mpper half of a
bird heed, smother (fige 1) has assymetrical crests of hair on either side of a bald
pates Two heads from the same building, one A, the ptherf'té%\: fm@ a haedﬂrgss that
suggests a derivation of the bird headdress found on other Style X fisurines, Two

heads have two ringe applied to the forehead, in a manner reminiscent of Toltee fige

—n‘n;nesf Ome is en A heed found with the two that have & possible bird headdress,
the .kot‘her is a badly weuthered B heed, A fragment shows the ta.p of a mack headdress

like those on stelae at Copan and Quirigua,(fige 3).
// A dwblmglobe whistle (fige S} with a mouthpiece for each chumber providing a

(
‘ two=-note range, -has a seetion of rough@ned surface where the globes join, There wae

|

| probably plastic deeoration here, very likely & human head, that has been broken away.

A pottery plaque fregment, on whieh a lmwmn face is conventionalized to it en

«

oblong shape(figs 6), has a nerrow odge with holes in it on the under side at right

angles to the surfgces This suggests that the plaque was sewn to eomething else or
used as & 1id to be fastened down,

Xrs



FX ,

\ Butler, M, Piedras Negras Pottery. Phedras Negras Preliminery Paper No, 4, Unie-
versity liuseum, Philedelphia, 1930,

3 “iButler, M, A Study of Maya Mouldmade Figurines, American Anthropologist, 37, 4, 1936,

{ loce ¢its, X 3a
&
\"\ loa, Oit.' X 4,

o
/

| The eight animal hoads found else conform to mouldmede technique, with the exception
& of one crudely modelled bird with pellets for eyes, The animals reopresented are the

puma, dog?, frog?, snake (fige 4), bird, and a rodent,

/ Vessel Ornamenta,

( A fine mouldmade grotesque head with a beari a:ffila& teeth (fig. 7), is set on the
top of the handle of a ladfe censer at the rim': lra;;.l;g inward, Thq heefldress, which
containa possible bird elements, the round bead neeklace, and the arms, whieh follow the

juncture of handle and vessel, are applied. The head doublless represents the god to
o, § whom incense was offered in the ladie, aml provides a fairly elose prototype in shepe as
| well as ides for the xﬁodam Lacandon censer from the same region.
Fregments of o fantestic, white-wached enimal (fig, 8) offer further ovidence of the
» o censers suggested by the finds of other yoars, but =8 yot none has been found come
l plete enough for reeonatruation; An anthropomorphic enimal effigy vessel foot wes found,

l resembling the one reported from 1953, end the frog? referred to in the figurine section

was apparently attached to the side of a bowl,

It is cloar, then, that this material edds nothing as yet to our knowledge of Piedras

'. Negras or Maya history, but that 1%t does expand our data about types already eatabliaheﬂa
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