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Vemo re J-4 (Picdras legrasi,

In 1935 two pieces of what was then called "Molding,", zpparentlyp broken apart,
were found in central room.

They were formed of small slabs, leid paraleel to a cross section. They were
suspended infdebris, the lower 21 cm abowe floor, close to but not in
contact with the rear sill, venter room. Upper piece was in contact with e
secondary rartition wall.

Cross section indicates only one of four carners damanged, the form being
rectangular with rounded corners, imensions 18 by 342 cms. The two lay as if
split apart from the same member, and thedr combined height would have been
35 ems. with possibility of adding more at eifther end.

In theory this could have been a leg of & table-bench: if so, it would
by much larger than the fabricated one known in J-18: would be the only
one in a temple. As such it could gardly get to the postion found in any nvtural
collapse; and would have to have been thrown back on top of debris after
partial collapse. No sign of base found in floor.
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cavetor's Notes on Buri

Burisl 5 was in s large rather elaborate but careleasly constructed
vault-roofed chamber, built within and below the surface of the platform known
as Str. J-5. In ite final form this is ceslled Str. J-5-1lst. Its surface was
reached by & stairway leading up from Court 1 of the Acropolis (see map of
site). An elonggtad depression in this otherwise flat surface led to
invaatigatggézgndldiscovary of the burial, the roof of which hed collapsed.
Fige. la - 14, somewhat idealized, represent the chamber. Disregarding ir-
rezularities discussed below, it measured about 5.65 m. by 2.45 m,, with walls
about 1.60 m. high., As reconstructed, capstones were sbout .90 above the
spring-line, that is, sbout 2.55";hove the floor,

A point on the surface of Str. J-5-lst, taken as datum for the
operation, was about 3.45 sbove the chamber floor and abeut 4,50 m. above é%&
selected point on the latest Court 2 surface to the northeast. Though the
floor of the chamber wa%rzsla level more than 1.00 m. higher than the court
floor, the walls were based in part on bedrocik which‘here rose higher, and

chawber
which reduced the ares of the, floor proper.

A

Seldom is sany deposit of deﬁris 2t this site entirely sterile, and
gherds, bone fragments and figurine heads were encountered well zbove the
floor. &ince debris covered the floor, the surface of which could not be fixed
to the centimeter, it follows that a few objects may have been noted =8 "on
floor" though they were not placed there originally as burial furniture.
Certain sherde and two snimal figurine heads probably fzll in this category
(Field Cat., W-17-10). It was noted at the time that “"they probably were washed

in while the roof was still pertly in place", dbut the reason for this opinion

is not recorded. There is, it is thought, little danger that anything hae been



ascribed to the burial which was not placed there with it.

The writer returned here in 1933 to make a few observations. The
S¥ end wall was broken through at this time to confirm a suspicion that earlier
construction lay behind it.
Excavation

The chamber was cleared by the writer and two to three workmen in
1932, A pit was first sunk so =8 to locate and expose the northeasterly
portion to a level sbout 2.80 m. below the surface. It was then judged that
we were close to the bottom of fallen debris through which we had been
passing. Digging was by arbitrary levels. The operstion was then repested
until the entire chamber was clesred to this level. Thereafter the writer
was present at all times, 21l digging and cleaning was with small tools and
the actual exposure of practically all bones and objects below fallen debris
was by the writer. A decision not to entrust this to a workman resulted in
spresding out this phase of the excavation through about six weeks, since it
had to be done from time to tiﬁe ag duties on other excavations permitted.

S0 far as possible, everything "on floor" was left in plsce until
the job wes finished. However, final over-all photographs are deemed too
poor for publication. Close-up photograpvhs of important areas were made from
time to time and bones and objects were located on a plan as the work progressed.

FE:ié:;ls of a good many objects were noted, and these indicate that the

floor was more or less level. But since it seems to have been of mere earth,
at any particular point its precise level comld only be inferred from the
position of bone or object, or the base of debris fallen on 1t. The floor may
have been uneven in places, and this is indicated by finding a large pyrite
mirror which rested on earth, dbut at & considerable sngle. It is even possible

that some objects were buried in the floor, but if so, they were very close to
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the surface. More probebly everything found "at floor level" waes left ex-
posed on the floor, on the body, or on the floor of a Wiche.
The Burial Chsmber

The long axis runs SW - NE, more of less parallel with Str. J-8,
end more or less perpendicular to the NE face of Str. J-5. It is possible

e boeiwd chawber
that was centered before = stasirway leading to Str. J-8, or to a prede~
cessor of it, but there is no resl evidence on this point.
Thywa wosS A 7 o

a—eddibion—be—the low bench =t the SW end.Athere were single
niches in each longitudinel wall, near this end and beyond the feet of the
subject of the burial. There was no provision for entrance, once the chamber
was completed (unless through the vaulted roof, which seems unlikely). The
roof hed collspsed, but remnants remained in position or semi-positon on =ll
four sides.

The evidence was clear that vault meterisl fell directly on the

ot leost most o F the

body anaacfferinge. go they must have been left exvosed on the chamber floor.
Bones and some objects were badly damaged by the falling debris. +vmch debrie
reached the floor everywhere but it cannot be said whether or not it covered
the whole floor suddenly, =t one time. However, nothing suggests that there
was ever any disturbance of the burisl except by falling debris and by decay
of perishable materials.

An unusual feature of this burisl is thet it muet have been made

of le

after erection of Stelae 1 =nd 3, with contemporaneous Long-Count dates
9.13.15.0.0. and 9.14.0.0.0. An inseription on four shell plagues from this
tomb gives four Calendar Round dates, the earliest of which appears on both
?f those stelae, and the next of which appears on one of them. There can be
\J;:\;oubt that all three texts refer to the same two dates, which, on the

stelae, are fixed in the Long-count. Distance numbers on the plagues, from
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2 Long-count hase thus determined, place the lstest date on the plagues, 1
Caban Yaxkin Completed, ot 9.14,17.14.17. The presence of this inscription
gseems to gurantee that the sabject of burial wasg a‘;alend&r priegt7 and
gtrongly suggests that he was alive 2t 9.15.2.0.0, the "contemporaneous"
date assigned the plaques by Morley. However, it is much more certain that
the burial was no esrlier than 9.15.0.0.0 than it is that it was not much

later., The shells may have been inherited by the persgon with whom they were

buried; or if the inscription represents his own caleulations, there is no

wsMa dol2o uuﬂ.aﬁ ]431 Alyu‘/by'

“wwo mo'l' d(a I(’M
- - . e 2 ne to-s da 4 b el
bhboély

proof that he os
cneforhim. It would seem best to consider that our tomd wasAfonatructed

some undetermined time after 9.15.0.0.0. (For a discussion of the shell in-
seription itself, see Morley 1938, Vol. 3, pv 169-173; J.E. Thompson, 1935,
p 101; Satterthwaite, 1943, p 123).

The walls of the chamber were lsrgely of blocks and small slabs,
the vaulting of the usual local slab variety. One has the impression thet the
masonry is about the same as one would expect in a free-standing vaulted
building at this site, except that it wes very carelessly conatrucﬁed and ex-
cept that, so far as surviving evidence indicated, nothing was plastered and
the floor was mere "earth".

It is interssting to note that, probadly in the midst of the great
period of Classi€ Maya art,architectural carelessness and lack of finish were
tolerated where they would not bhe secen.

Remarks on Drawingg (Figs. la-14).

Fige. la~-1d give plan, sections and elevations, with reconstruction
indicated by broken lines. A certain amount of ideslizstion has been necessited
by fallure to fully record irregulerities. The principle ways in which the

drawings may misrepresent actuzl fact are dealt with here,
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There w&s.apparently no specially prepared flocg'which seems to
have been mere dirt. Its surface was recognizable only as the level where
debris ceased and/or bones or objects appeared.

There is some evidence that tops of walle, hence vault-springs,
were not everywhere st a single level, 28 shown in the drawings. The base
of the vaulting on the 8E side seems to h:ave been about 15 cm. lower than that
across the SW end, where the two soffits met st a cornmer. The record is not
entirely clear, but if this is correct, careless work by the masons was very
noticeable.

Up to a certain height, a2t least, the treansverse soffit at the S¥
end wes built first, a little longer than necessary, so that vaulting on the
longitudinal walls ended a2gainst it. At the other end longitudinal and transe
verse soffits were structurally conilnuous. end without clesrly defined lines
marking change of direction at the corners, such as one would see in well
constructed buildings, even without plaster.

The level of the hase of the larger niche weas {ixed by the leveling
instrument with reference to the surfsce of Str., J-5, and in relation to the
vault-spring at the other end of the chamber, Thie information, combined with
that of a photograph, shows that the height of thie niche floor is apvroximately
correct as shown, though this is about 15 cm. lower then indicsted by sceling
e field sketch. A comparable degree of inaccurascy may be applicable to the
height of the smaller niche a2z given in the drawings, where scaling such a
sketch only had to be relied on. This doubt as to precise level affects the
early ste PiQ construction numbered "5" in Fig. 1b, for which the recorded
level ies with reference to that of the smaller niche.

The walls were not everywhere perfectly vertical, a2e shown 4n the

drawings., Field sketches show that, toward the top, the NEly end wall, =nd
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o uturoad =
the SEly longitudinal wall sloped ime==x< - esway from the observer in the

chamber. This was the case where stumps of veulting were messured for the
angle of slope of the soffits. If the lack of verticallity of the tops of
the wells was due to movement subsequent to construction, the soffit slope
angle nsed in our drawinge may resnlt in too "flet® a vault. At other points
masses of vaulbing were in semi.position only, bubt here they seemed to be
undisturbed. They geve approximetely identical results, asveraged to about
47 degrees from vertical. The surviving heighte were 30 and 48 em. The re-
construction amgsumes cap exposures of 30 cm. which, with the indicated sngle
of slope, gives a vanlt height of only about 90 em. It may be noted that
this low height is reached on the basis of the best evidence avallable,
without reference to speculations as to the height of the Str. J-5 surface
wvhen the chamber was built.

The irregularities shown in the plan of the chamber proper are based
on trisngulation of selected pointes at base level, gg% the floors of the niches
were probably not perfectly rectanguler sas shown. The smaller niche was roofed
by two slebs, found in vosition. They were not parts of & single lintel-slad
which had broken. The roof of the larger niche had completely collapsed. Ko
lerge thick lintel-clab or 1ts fragments were noted in the debris. The back
wall of the smaller niche appesred to be merely the irregular fill stones of
the Str., J-5 platform, but the back wall of this larger niche was of tabular
stone, surviving to a height of £0 cm. At this level it ended to form a neat
horizontal top running from eide to side. It is possible that wooden lintel
beams formed the roof at thie level. The drewings show 2n alternative all-
magonry possibility with guestione-merks %o emphasize the lack of sure data.

Any venlted reconstruction of the roof of this niche requires a grester height
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for it than otherwise, #nd a decision not to use wooden beams where they
would soon rot may have been a factor in determining a wall height of 1.60 m.
Lower walls would have permitted a floor at a higher level, passing over the
bedrock which, in fact, occupied a considerable portion of the chamber area.

The burial was found by noting a long depression in the top of
Str, J-5. This sunken surface area is indicsted by the line of crosses in
Fig. 1b, which gives only &n approximate profile. The depth of the depression
was not properly messured. It was certeinly very much less than one would
expect to result from collspse of the burial vault alone. Subseguent filling
by some agency ies indicated.

The excavstion produced good evidence that this portion of Str. J-5
was once surfaced with irregular stone slabs, at a level helow that of the A
final top., This level is indicasted in Fig. 1b, on either side.ﬁroken lines
are used because, though shown as on field sketches, the precise level was
not determined. The slabs were also noted over the area of the chamber. To
represent them completely in Fig. 1b, as found, one would join the broken
lines on either side by a2 line dipping down somewhat from either side, toward
center, more or less pmrallel to the curving surface line. The position of
the slabe over the chamber srea is not thus shown because there is reason to
think they were pleced after collapse of the vaulting, and in the drawing
that is indicated as still in position.
Seguences of construction.

It is clear that the earliest construction noted with certainty is
8 floor and a stairway or step-terracing rising from it. This wae encountered
behind the SW end wall of the cheamber (ﬁeelguin Fig. lc}. VWhile the level of
this floor is subject to allowance for error in the meking of & seale drawing,

it was 2lmost surely sbout at the maximum height of the bedrock which was
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permitted to protrude through the {loor of the chamber, on the NV side.
Where the longitudinal wall of the chamber is besed on this bedrock, & well
defined bresk in the masonry (indicated at 4 in Fig. 1d) suggests that the
chamber wall is in part the face of an cold platform, vith & vertical face
meeting 2 battered one, such as oceurs on the "shoulders" of "megalithice™
stairways at this site. A similar break wes noted in the other longitudinal
wall, and is suggested at 3 in Fig. lc./opposit& this one.

It sppears possible, if not likely, thst the architectural features
et 3, 4 and 5 all rested on 2 single early floor system and/or on bedrock
protruding only slightly above it; thet theece units were buried by the plat-
form which we call Str., J-5-2nd; and that a pit for the burial chamber was
thereafter sunk, cutting away the burled floor system when it wag reached.
That & floor was cut through at the SW end at least seems certain. It may
well be that when the operation began there was no expectation that, at the
planned depth, an aaagmetrical and reduced floor area would heve teo be used
for the burial, unless bedrock was to be remaved.

If, elternatively, we suppose the chamber was built at the same
timaAthe J-5 platform was reised to contain it, the curious toleration of the
protruding bedrock is hard to explain, since 1t could 2lmost surely have been
avoided by shifting the chamber a meter or so to the SE. But this is an
slternative hypothesis not surely ruled out.

The evidence is good that at one time the surface of Str. J-5 was
at the level of the slabs as noted in Fig. 1b, end that it was later reised.
S0 we are dealing with a Str. J-5-2Znd (earlier) and a Str. J-5-1lst (latest).
There was no excavation for burisl construction from the higher level, for in

thet cssce slabs would have been found at the edges, of our excavation, but not
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over the chamber. If the chamber was built without excavation fm E*, ag the
J-5-2nd platform wes built, we are again led to the conclusion that it dates
from before the final raising of the floor of the platform, i.e. it must pre~
date Str. J-S-1at,

Whether or not the collanse of the vaulted roof of the chamber was
sudden or not, eventnally it was more or less complete. This being the cese,
the early floor (of Str., J-5-2nd) muft have heen completely destroyed in the
area over the collapsed wvault. Thiﬂ:zo, whether or notﬂtég;iggpwag always &
gladb pavement. Yet here, in the forg of glab-pavement, it was found in semi-
position, merely settled down a Hit, like the final surface of Str. J-5-1st
above 1t., We are driven to the conelusion that the wvault collapsed and the
resulting deep depression was filled up, before the final raising of the J-5
platform. All slab-paving may date from this time; or if it existed before,
that portion over the chamber would represent a repair Jjoh.

The upper portion of the deposit below the slab pavement and over
the chamber consisted of "principally large and small fi11 stones, slabs,
earth and pockets of floor pebbles". This agrees with our conclusion.
FPresumably the sinking of both floors sbove the chawber, producing the de~
pression whieh led to excavation here, reemlted from settling in the area of
the chamber only; this differential effect probab1¥;rggu1tqd from the fact :

lob  cbove She chombsa and T il] wrsif mansly Yoaown v
that here ththlooa\waa hoased wuliimatewr on naturally fallen debri%m and not
on carefully laid £il1l stone.

The inseription found in this burial has a bearing on any attempt
to tie architectural stratificstons on the Acropolis into the Long-count. The

seguence here may be summarized as follows:

Earliest architectural features at this epot on the Acropolis
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ér_gggir burial by Str. J=5-2nd; The Burial 5 chamber constructed

at beginning of or more probably during this period, aég:ggcéérlier

than 9.15.0.0.0; henece period of Str, J=5-2nd prodebly began before

but did not end until after 2.15.0.0.0.

Collepse of Burial § chamber, filling of depression, laying (or

repeir) of sleb psvement of J-5-2nd, some time after 9.15.0.0.0

Reiging of platform floor (Str. J-5-1st), some further time after

9.15.0.0.03 period continued t1ll sbandonment.

The dating for erection of Str. Je5-lst as after 9.15.0.0.0 is
entirely consistent with re-building sctivity at the nearby Str. J-6-18t,
almost surely*f/Ytlby'Throne 1 at 9.17.15.0.0, A temptation to speculate that
Str, Jd=5-1st and Str. J=-7-1lst were bulilt at the same time to produce 2 balanced
errengement on either side of the court should be resisted for two reasons.

It is Str. J=5-2nd which corresponds more closely with Str. J=7=18t in height,
(being ebout 65 m., rather than about 1,20 m., higher); and Str. J-7-1st can
hardly be so late ss ©.15.0.0.0, since it was built before Court 2, which had
an obviouely long®sh history.

It may well be thst Str. J=5-2nd wes built to esteblish a balance
with Str. J-7-1st, after the ares st the top level of thet platform had been

reduced by Court 2; but we lack sny real evidence.



Jammary 30, 1943,

Dr. 4, Ve Kidd‘r.

Cernegie Institution of Washington,
Divimion of Historical Research,

10 Frisbie Plawe,

Canbridge, Mass.,

Dear Dr. Kidder:

I put off replying to yours of the 22nd until I could
read over my notes, for the red pesint feesture of Burial No. § interested
me very mich; snd I em very ashamed not have pub;ished this burial long
since. The dope on it in Morley 1988, Vol. 3 pp 169=-70 is from my report to
him; I have just read it over and believe it is correct. In it traces of
red paint are said to have occurred on shell plagues.

Tor the life of me I can't £ind a description of a plague
in & tomb "as encristed with hematite" in Maya Reseacrl, Vol. 1 No. 1, and
T ean't deducé where else I may have said that: if I did, read "red pigmsnt®
or "red paint" for "hematite®, We never had the stuff alalysdéd. It was bright
red, and the seme as would commonly be called *red ochre”, at least in

eppesrance.

In this seme burial were four objects of hematite or pyrite,
as well a8 one inlay in a tooth of the adult sibject of burial (there were parte
of two children. The jaws and teeth had been liberally coated with the red paint,
and from this I was able to tell that a good many inlays had been taken out, or
fallen out before the peint was applied. But the hemetite {(or pyrite) one was in
place and I cleaned the paint from half of it only. This can still be seen in
our case, and is & good exhibit showing thet what I called red paint is not the
reddish discoloration of hematdte in the form used for fmirrora” and so on.

My notes as well as vivid memorery show it (i.e. red paint) wes
profusely used in this burial. I think it mist have dbeen applied to the main
skeleton after the flesh had disintegrated, or to a fleshed by still srteulated
gkelton, for it was very plein nearly evyerwhere on the upper surfaces only of
its bones; occured on the underpside of a stone which had skheared off a bone
(when the vault collepsed ;resumably); end was one ornements of this body,
{ncluding a bone "fdgurine”, end jade sacalloped ring, etec. But it was abseni on
the children's bones, some of which were in the seme areas. There was no general
discorlation of soil. The only other possibility which has ocuured to me is that
a lot of the pigment was spread in certain spots, eand drainage washhed it out
gradually, but left deposite on the tops of certein bones end objects, nct of
others,

As to its presence on shell, the fo lowing noie was made as I
was excevaténg the main skeleton; "Shell discoidals (4 in line) peinted red mwidxy
colory, not well metached for thickness” (with a sketeh),

The inscribed plagues, which I think must be what you refer to,



were only 4 out of a total of 209, found in one corner of the veult, well
separated from the skeleton. I went over them at cemp for types and sizes and
made the followinz note: "All were thorny ovster, with barbs cut, red painted
on back (rough side) except five white pleces, all specialized". It is cleear
that I was not confused by the faet that the shell itself is for the most part
reddish orange.

I have just had a 1 ok at some of these; the backs in some cases still
appecr to me to show traces of the red paint, though it was the sort of
stuff which wears off wit! handling end, especially, exposure. I was a long time
getting the thin cleared, and it wemt through & couple of rains. I'd be glad %o
send you a couple of samples for inspection. I'm afraid I wouldn't get very
far just now in finding a minerlogist for an expert opinion,

The bulk of these "plaques” are the seme thins as shown by Blom and
laferge, "Tribes and Temples”, Vol. 1 p 116 and Fig. 98, p 117. I don(t believe
they formed a mecklace, though perheps his ere clem shells, as he says, and
not the thorny oyster, If they are, I imegine they would not be naturally more or
less red in eolor, &s the thorny mxkwxxix oyster is{ Our were identified at
the Academy here). BElom's were "all squered amd filed, and with two holes in
each for suspension”, His photo shows this is too simple & deseription. He
goes on " ., . All these shells had been painted with a red earth®.

My opinion now is this: there is no question of confusion with
discolored metalic hematite gr pyrite; except Sir the tooth-inlay everything
of this materisl was well removed from the red painted bones and objects.
If the shell was painted on both sides, it had disscapeared from the inner smooth
side. I think the backs only were pwmumkiy peinted, probably beceuse they xxs
were thus given some magical "power” which we don't understand. The disposition
was such as to sugrest they were still attached to & cloth or something of the
sort when placed in one corner of the tomb, and if so the backs would have been
invisible.

Faithfully,

A}

P.S. I met amend my etetement that no red paint was found with hematite or
pyrite objects. There were two groups of little plagues and disks of this stuff
in a niche; I think they were probably head-bands or rather bases for headdresses.
1 made prebty careful drawings and notes of these in position, for purposes of
reconstruction. One rectangle of ome of them is labeled simply "red”. A

rectengle of the other is marked "traces of red {?) on bottom)"and a disk is marked
»ped paint” with a small area of it indicuted, while another is marked "ITraces

of red paint on the both sides”. The sides were cerefully distinguished, one being
polished, the other dull., And 1t looks as though I was on my guard ags:ins?
mistaking the weathered pyrite or hemeatite for the paint,



Febrvary 10, 1943,

Dra 4L Ve Kidder,

Carnegie Institution of Veshington,
Division of Historiceal Rescersh,

10 Frisbie Place,

Cambridge, Mass.,

Dear Dr. Kidder:
I reply vo your of Feb. 4, which did cross nine, and of

Pebrudry 8, the latter first. The jJigeet, photo of which I return, is
"shell (my own identification, but the laminated structure of the stuff is

very cleer), Thie is one of a pair in the s me buriel we have been talking (No.b)

about and was found "below and .0l cm west of lower Jjaw”., The other was
"imnediately under right portion of hezd". The latter note 1s ambiguous, but
I think indicates both were at the right of the mess of busted bones which
wags @ fairly well preserved slull before the vault fell on 1t. I relied on
these notes and don't show these two pleces in sketch or photogreph. 1 have
always thought the positions were proper for labreta, but the record is
faulty. Disturbance would not have shi 'ted one to the wrong side, for

Jadite ear-plugs were Just where they should have been.

Burial No. 2 also produced a pair of these things., 0ae was
ameng beeds just below (meening in the direction of the feet) the remunatbs
of 4he skull, the other between what was left of the tibias, In this case
movement by rodents was at leust possible; enough of the skeleton was left to
show an extended burial, as in No., 5, This pair are also shell, alsc with the
perforation. ‘

The Buriel 9 specérén of which you have photo is larger, but I
think no larger than cne Feabody ussd to have on exhibition, made I think, of
wocd, and from Chiel®n. The exposed face of this one messures xXR 018 to .02 cm;
over-all "length" ,038, which makes quite o wamkfaX mouthfull, espcoially if
they dangle feathers or something of the sort from the perforations. Our smaller
better preserved example shows ¢lesrly @ ridged effect on the arm:®
as if to help keep it from slipping out. If you decide thess aren't
labrets I wish you would let wme know,.

¢

‘I hadn®t thought of it Before, but I suppose the presence of

%the lrager one appears to have had e smooth arm; a suggestion to the contrary
in the drawing 1s due to its bad condition.



‘ear~plugs, and of these supposed labrets argues aguinst th: painting of a

" fleched skeleton, I imagine bewilderment over that paint plus full ornamental
regclia has been a gub~conscious element in my failure to finsih up a report
on the few P,N. burials wo have. o, I don't get %ired of questions - they
only ingrease my aque of guilt, which is as it should b, Youwr photo is
from a set covering *atiana’s drawings of nsarly all objects from Bur, 6;

. 4f you don't have the whole set, and would like them, I'll have prints mnde,

Those slwll “paaques” seem to me pretty intersuting. Some of the
Burial 5 onev cen bs suid % have periorations et either end: I enclose
treeing of slgtohes to give you sn idea of the variety in this respect. The
most common eyrangement shows per oration on one side or end, or on two
ajecont sides, There were specialized shapes (drawn by Tetiana) which I have
pupposed were parts for a mask in the total design. According to a cerd 1
bave Lotlwop has yeported this kind of thinrg from Honduree, snd metel
copies from *encms, Ecuadur and Peru. The Reference is Lothrop, 1934, p 60,
bad I san't find the title &t the monment. A1l of ours werg perforated; most
of them show the curve of the shell and would have beer poor things for
208818,

1 sappose Shat oneepiece “mirror® (pyrite) wes the eonter of a
Rwikked "ehisld"; but sguinst thie is its thickness, sure absonce of eny
baolk and of aay iaperishable pieces from a mosaic around it, However, iis
edges sre beveled, as are those of the indiwidual pisces of the masale
301333 wo fouw:d nzarby. However, aguin, I noted that both sides were
"gpparently” polished before sending it to Guatemsla, direct from the field;
%o mosaic polygons definitely were polished only on one side, that of the
lerhest dimension, so the plastic cauld take a grip without showing. Tocth-
inlays were beveled in this swise munmmer, This feature was absent in tho
gesse of the shell spangles., I wonder if it is a fair eriterion for mosais
glemwents? Apparently there was no such beveling for the Warriora shield
{¢¥ plague) but it was universal here, including polygomal, rectansmlar and
awall round pleces unquestionably wmosaic elements.

Addendum; My notes are not as systemati¢ as they shouléd be,
but gince writing the first peragraph I have found a per eotly gond scale
drawing showing that ¥he labrete “under the right portion of the froad® was
$n fuot on the east side, which puts one on either side, Its edge only was
ender the juw-bone, about & em back from the tip of the chin., If buried in the
flaeh the jaw oririnally pointed up, but later fall down to & horizontal
peslivicne 1P this wus a labrete in place, its final position is just about
correst Por the time whem the flesh disintegrated; eand so &»e the ear-plugs.
I think I st adopt your posvulate that a body in the flesh was covered
with @ deposit of red pigment, which later came down on the bones. If there were
ghy Bigns of intervening e¢luth or bark, i mised them. On this hypothssise, the
body of et least one of the two children (or pert of one, secrificed?) wes
placed parvly over the main subjeot, ani sbove the pigment.

i'm deliglted to bear you will be here for the Spring Philosophical
meetings. You will no doubt be busy; but the Sattertiwaites would be tickelsd
pink if you could spare time for dimnner and, if possible, an evening.

Faithfully,

Linton Setterthwaite Jr.
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