Guatemals
June 12, 1940

Mr. Secretary of State of the
Department of Public Education

Mr. Secretary:

You undoubtedly are informed of the archaeological work which the
University Museéum has been carrying on in the place called Piedras Negras,
Department of Peten; our expeditions have carried on studies in that site during
the last nine years, thanks to the ample authorization whigh was generously
conceeded to us. As you will appreciate, our work in thaff place has not only
augmented to a great degree knowledge of the civilization the Meya, but has
contributed to the enrichment of the extant collections of] Maya monuments by
many pieces of outstending importance.

You will recall that, under the term ¢t signed and
executed in 1930, of the monuments recovere i at Piedras
Negras, one half was to be sent to the Na
other half loaned to our Museum for a peri
arrival in Philadelphia. Under the _
received five major monuments anc th um of Ar cheeology reoelved
an equal number, There are also other minor importance. The five
major pieces which we have been exhibiting\ip/odr Museum in accordance with said
contract are due to be returned—i 41; erms for the others will expire in
the following years.

The object of
respectfully that the te
The bases of this petitio
exhibit these notable mon

present wvisit
nf of this loan
are not only j

interest in uatemala) and induces many travellers to visit
Guatemala.,

it Philadelphia and our Museum this argument could
be appraclat:d more comp éely; there is hardly a day in which a visitor, pro-
place, does not come to admire the monuments from
Piedras Negras,-amd Tg of these, after having talked to Dr. Mason or Nr.
Setterthwaite (whom you know), leave with & special desire to come to Guatemala.

To this should be added the fact that each winter more than 30,000
students are sent to visit us by the Department of Public ¥ducation of Phila-
delphia, to whom our personnel give talks on the civilization of Central America.
These talks are naturally based to a very considerable depgree on the monuments
from Piedras Negras.

In short, the presence of these monuments in Philadelphia is achieving
the results in which you and 1 are necessarily interested. In view of these
reasons, permit me to beg the extension of the generous loan referred to in the
confidence that this petition does not exceed reasonable limits.
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The continuance and extension of work at Piedras Negras is of great
importance, and without doubt of equal interest for the office under your dis-
tinguished charge as for my Museum; the obtaining of funds for such work would
be greatly facilitated for me if I could display the splendid monuments and
say that their recovery was effected by our expeditions. at Piedras Negras.
Reproductions, although they may be faithful copies, in no way have the same
effect for this purpose.

But I do not believe it is necessary to speak m¢re of these considera-
tions: now thet the Sr. Minister will have spoken of then plready. I will
leave then in your hands the final decision on my respectful petition for the
extension of this most valuable loan, in the confidence thHat you will appreciate
| to submit our request.

Tith the assurances of my distin‘/; > ide n, I remain,

\5\\ /{Q
) igpe@;f/’ﬂorace He F. Jayne
N/
Director
the University of Pennsylvania
 Jadelphia, Pennsylvania

Treanslation Spa ;
Wr. Satterthwal r. Mason



Guatemala 12 de Junio de 1940

Sefior Secretario de Estado y del
Despacho de Educacidn Pfiblica,
PRESENTE ,»

o i e WS S ) M A e e T 5

Seflor Secretariod

Usted estd indudablemente al corriente
de las labores arqueolégicas que ha venido efectuando el
Museo de la Universidad de Pennsylvania en el lugar 1llamado
Piedras Negras, del Departamento del Petént: nuestras expe-
diciones han llevado & cabo estudios en dicho sitio durante
los iltimos nueve aflos, gracias a la amplia autorizacidn que
generosamente se nos concediera, Como Usted podrd apreciar,
nuestro trabajo en el lugar mencionado no solo ha aumentado
en gran manera los conocimientos existentes sobre la civili-
zacién Maya, sino ha contribufdo al enriquecimiento de la
ccleccidn de monumentos mayas que se conocen con muchas
piezas de importancia sobresaliente.

Usted recordard que bajo los términos del
contrato suscrito en 1930, de los monumentos recobrados
por nuestra Expedicién a Piedras Negras, la mitad debfa
ser entregada al Museo Nacional de Arqueologia y la otra
mitad dada en cardcter de préstamo a nuestro Museo por un
plazo de diez aflos a contar de su llegada a Philadelphia,
Bajo los términos de este generoso contrato, nuestro Museo
recibid cinco monumentos mayores y el Museo Nacional de Are
queologfa un nfimero igual, También se dividieron otras piezas
de menor importancia, Las cinco piezas mayores que hemos veni-
do exhibiendo en nuestro Museo, de acuerdo con el Contrato
de referencia, deben ser devueltas a fines de 1941; el térmi-
no para las otras expira en los afios subsiguientes.

El objeto de mi presente visita a Guatemala
es solicitar a Usted muy atentamente que el plazo de este
préstamo se extienda por otros cinco afios, Los fundamentos
de esta solicitud no son el natural deseo que yo pueda tener
de exhibir en mi Museo estos notables ejemplos de la escul~



tura de los Mayas, sin rival fuera de Guatemala; sino ademds

estoy sincera 'y firmemente convencido de que su presencia en

Philadelphia contribuye grandemente a la creacidén de un inte-
rés mds am; lio acerca de este Paf{s e induce a muchos viajeros
a visitarlo,

S5i Usted visitara Philadelphia y nuestro
Museo podrfa apreciar este argumento de modo més completo:
casi no hay dfa en gue un visitante, procedente de lugares
distantes, no venga a admirar los monumentos de Fiedras Negras,
y muchos de ellos, después de hablar con el Dr, Mason o el
Dr. Satterthwaite (a quienes Usted conoce), salencon un
especial deseo de venir a Guatemala,

A esto debe agregarse que cada invierno
nos visitan més de treinta mil escolares que envia al Museo
el Departamento de Educacidn Piblica de Philadelphia, y a
los cuales nuestro personal dicta conferencias acerca de
las civilizaciones de Centro América, Estas conferencias
estdn naturalmente basadas en un grade muy apreciable sobre
los monumentos de Pledras Negras,

Brevemente, la presencia de estos monumentos
en Philadelphia estd logrando resultados en que Usted y yo
estamos esencialmente Interesados. En vista de estas razones
me permito solicitar la extensidn del generoso préstamoc de
referencla, en la confianza de que dicha solicitud no excede
los limites razonables,

Es de importancia considerable la continua=-
cidén y extensidn de los trabajos en Piedras Negras, y, sin
duda, de igual interés para el despacho del digno cargo de
Usted como para mi Museo: la obtencidén de fondos para tal
fin se me facilitarfa si pudiese mostrar los valiosos monumene
tos y decir que 2llos son los hallazgos efectuados por nues-
tras expediciones en Pledras Negras, Las reproducciones, por
fieles que sean, no pueden de ninguna manera tener el mismo
efecto para estos fines,

Pero no Jjuzgo necesario extenderme en estas
consideraciones: ya el Sefior Ministro las habrd hecho alguna
vez, Del jo pues en sus manos la decisidn final acerca de mi
respetuosa solicitud por la extensidn del valios{simo présta-



mo, en la seguridad que Usted apreciard las circunstancias

urgentes que me han trafdo a Cuatemala a someterle nuesira
peticidn,

Con las segnridades'de mi distinguida
consideracidn, quedo del Sefior Ministro

muy Atto. ¥y S. S.

Miw Jrjpgne
Horace H. F. Jayne

Director del liuseo de la Universidad
de Pennsylvania, Philadelphia, Pa,
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December 13 = Februnary 5, 1940,

Psedras Negras Expedition
University Museun

Continuation of Field Dollar Account - Funds
passing through hands of Field Director:
excludes expenditures through museum office,

Dr.

Balance per statement Dec. 12 $ 125.06

Feb. 5: Transportation & handling charges,
Jonuta and Salinas figurine
collection, paid to E.H. B,iley
% Co. per invoices: Jgqn. 19 14,31

Jehs 3L 7,80
21.81 .
Feb.5 Refunded to Univ. Myseum 103,868 ~ mﬁﬁw%vmﬁg

125.06

Balance N.N0



THE UNIVERSITY MUSEUM
UNIVERSITY OF PENNSYLVANIA

33RD & SPRUCE STREETS, PHILADELPHIA

-~

February 21, 1941

%

Mr. Percy C. Madeira Jr.

Land Title Bank and Trust Company
Broad and Chestnut Streets
Philadelphia, Pa.

am enclosing herewith a copy of a report
have just finished for Mr., Jenks and the Board

Jince you are especially interested in this
question and will probably like to read the report rather
thoroughly in order to form your ideas upon it I had an
extra copy made for you. I am also sending a copy to Mr.
Jayne.

!ith my cordial personal regards, I am as ever,
Sincerely yours,

Ol

J. Alden Meson



THE UNIVERSITY MUSEUM

UNIVERSITY OF PENNSYLVANI]A

33RD & SPRUCE STREETS, PHILADELPHIA

February 26, 1yll

Mr. John Story Jenks
Fidelity Philadelphis Bullding
Philadelphia, Pa.

I enclose herewith a copy on the status of the Guatemalan
loan together with an excerpt from a letter received vesterday
from Mrs. E. A. Osborne of Guatemala City, who is prominent in
archeological circles there.

As you will see she thinks, as I do, that there is little
hope of a decision favorable to us in the question of the ex~
tension of the loan of the monuments,

I regret that I did not get this into your hands before
sending copies to Mr. H. H. F. Jayne and to Mr., Percy C. Madeirs
Jr.. I intended to get it to your desk at the same time I sent
coples to these others but I had been so busy with other matters
that I had not had time to give it the final reading-over that
I wished to and felt that as you were closer =t hand there was
not quite so much urgency in getting it into your hands.

Cordially yours,
/Alden Mason
Curator, American Section




REPORT ON THE STATUS OF THE LOAN FROM THE GUATEMALA GOVERINMENT

AS OF FEBRUARY 1941.

last spring the late Director, Mr. H. H. F. Jayne, made a
journey to Guatemala and presented to the Guatemalan Government an applica-
tion for an extension for another five years of the loan of the arche-
olozical objects, including the large monuments, secured by the University
Museum expeditions at Piedras legras, Guatemala,

No official reply has been received to this application,
but we must expect very soon a refusal and a request for the return of
the objects, and we should at once consider what action should be taken,
The Guatemalan Govermment, in all cuestions concerning nationél arche-
ology, requests the opinion of the Society of Geography and History, and
almost invariably follows such opinion, Recently the Executive Committee
of this Society gave an opinion opposing the extension of the loan. This
opinion was published in the last Annals of this Society for December, 1940,
A translation of this published opinion is appended on & separate sheet.
The President and founder of this Society, Sr. J. Antonio Villacortag iy
is also the Minister of Public Education, under which Ministry all arche-
ological work in Guatemala is dons,

The contract, under which the University Expeditions worked
at Piedras lNegras and the objects were experted, was arranged and signed
by me in Guatemala in 1930 with the former Minister of Public Education,
Sr. Mendoza. This contract was dated May 15, 1930, and was published in
the official journal "El Guatemalteco, June 12, 1930 (tomo CXXVI, numero

65, . 477). A full translation in English is probably ian the luseum
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office files., The sections referring to the loan of the objects secured
are translated herewith:

"2, The Government will allow (proporcionar) the luseum, as a loan,
for a term of ten years, half of the stelae and other objects which may
result from the excavations, reserving the other half, which shall be
delivered at the cost of the said lluseum, in the railway station closest
to the place which the Govermment may designate."

The contract did not stipulate from what date the ten
years of the loan were to be counted, which parﬁ@y would be responsible
for the cost of the return of the objects lent after the termination of
tea years, nor, unfortunately, make any provision for the permanent re-
tention of any objects by the University Museum,

omall objects, mainly broken pottery vessels, but including
some minor stonework and pieces of sculpture, were exported by each of the
eight expeditions of the University Museum, the last shipment having been
received in 1939. The eight major monuments were received here at various
times, "Lintel 3" (I-16-381) was brought out by the first expedition and
received in the summer of 1931, Stela 12 (L-27-171) and 2 part of Stela 14
(L-l6_382) were received in the spring of 1932, and the rest of the monu-
ments, Stela 13 (L-27-199), Stela U0 (1-27-168), Lintel 12 (I-27-198),
Thfone I (I-27-170), and one leg of Altarl (L_27—2DO)]Were received in
March 1933, If, therefore, we claim the rizht of retention in this Museum
for ten years, the period for the loan of Lintel 3 expires about June of

this year, that for Stela 12 early in 1942, and that for the other monu-
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ments in March, 1943, The term for some of the smaller objects does not
expire until 1949,

It is to be remembered that eight other large sculptured
monuments, and half of the lesser objects,were sent each year to Guatemala,
Very few intact pottery vessels were secured, but many of the potsherds
were brought here for study. These potsherds compose the major part of
the Piedras legras material not on exhibition.

It seems almost certain that very soon an official com-
munication will be received, refusing the request for an extension of the
loan and asking for a return of the objects, The questions of the date
for the termination of the ten-year loan, and of the defraymeant of the
costs of packing and shipment are open to argument, 3?861 thet we have
good cause to insist on ten years! possession here. e might therefore
send Lintel 3 this summer and keep the others for another year. Since the
term for Stela 12 expires in 1GUR, it might be well to send 2ll the rest
of the monuments at that time, rather than bresk up the symmetry Qf the
exhibition in order to keep the others for another year. As regards pPay-—-
ment of costs, I feel sure that the Guatemalan Government expects us to
defray that cost, which is, of course, customary when a borrower returns
what he has borrowed. e might keep the monuments for some time by haggling
over this question, and coudd probably keep them for a long time before
that Government avpropriate8 the money for the freight, but I feel that
the value of cordial relations with that Government and others in the future

would far outweigh'the cost of shipment., In this matter, I might say that
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when the monuments were shipped to Philadelphia and to Guatemala City
the United Fruit Company gave us free freight, and the Guatemalan rail-
roed an extremely cheap rate. ife should ask for similar favors now, but
as the Fruit Company is under a new management that is far less generous
than formerly I doubt if such favorable terms will be granted again,

~As soon as official refusal of the extension of the loan
is received, we should meke application for the permanent retention of a
part of the objects. It is doubtful if the Guatemalan Government will
let us keep any of the stelae, "lintels" or throné, but quite likely that,
if properly approached, they will grant us the other things.

When I was sent to Guatemala in the spring of 1938 to

present the application for the loan on the monuments from Piedras Negras

there to the San Francisco Exposition, which application was refused, I
also made application for the permanent retention of & part of the ob-
jects now on loan here, This secondary application was never acted upon.

This application in 1938 made the following requestsy that -
the ten-year term be counted from the time of receipt in the University
Museum; that we be allowed to keep the minor objects now in this Museum,
and that we be furthermore permitted to retain three major monuments:
Stela 12, Lintel 12, and the stone leg of Altar U4,

The privilege of retaining "minor duplicates" is one general-
ly granted by governments to foreign expeditions, and one that I should
have insisted on in the contract with the Guatemalan Govermment, -Hidh—tbe
SHees TR o mesaneres . Acorozincte duplicotes of all these minor

objects have been sent to Guatemala. That government has little interest
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in these minor things and little room to display them in its museum,

In particular it has little interest in broken pottery which is of great
importance to us. These potsherds are constantly being studied here,
especially at present by Mr. Franik Cresson, and their leaving would greatly
interfere with our scientific studies. I think that a request for the
permanent retention of the smaller objects here would be granted. Also

I believe that a request for the permanent retention of the sculptured
stone leg of Altar U would be granted, since they have already:-three of
them in Guatemala, especially if we send them the cast of this leg that

we have here,

I doubt if a request for retention of one of thé stelae
would be granted, but if is not impossible, as they will have seven
others, It is possible that we might be allowed to keep the older and
poorer one of the two "lintela", Lintel 12,

Replicas have been made of the eight large stone mon-
uments here, These might temporarily be placed in the Maya Hall to re-
place the originals when they are sent. These were offered to Tulane
University but we understand the offer was not accepted, and fortunately
(in the ovpinion of the American Section) they are still in the Museum.

Ve believe they should remain here, as they are the only replicas of
these monuments and of the greatest value for study, especially in case
the originals should be lost in transport or iﬁjured in one of the earth-
guakes in Guatemala, The former Guatemalan museum was destroyed by an
earthquake; the cast of Stela 12 was fortunately made before the original

was slightly demaged in its transport to San Francisco, showed its original
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In the

condition, and~§;£e§e& the data for the repair of the damages.

Americas Maya culture was analogous to Greek in the Mediterranean ancient
world., Meking the analogy specific, the Pledras liegras sculptures would
be compared with the Elgin liarbles, I understand that the modids from
which these casts were made were only temporary ones and have not been
nreserved; unless good molds can be made from the casts, we recommend that
permanent molds be made before the monuments are sent,

It has always been the expectation of the American Section
that when the term of the loan on our Maya monuments expired another ex-
pedition would be sent to secure others to take their places. There are
meny more large monuments at Pledras Negras which are gradually disintegrat-
ing anﬁ suffering damage in the forest, While none of those remaining has
gquite the combination of art, preservation and intactness of the three
largest at present in the Museum, many others closely approach these in
the~e respects, and even exceed in some, as may be seen by the plates in

the report of lMaler (Memoirs of the Peabody Museum,II, 1, 1901), They are

o

of great importance in showing the evolution toward the finest pieces already
rescued, #e recommend that the Board consider this plan soon and will be
glad to prepare a tentative budget on request. Since many preliminary ar-
rangements have to be made, permission securedﬁésghthe Guatemals Government,
the road cleared, transﬁortation equipment assembled, boxing lumber sawn,
etc., and since the dry season during which the monuments must be taken

over the road is short (April and Mey), if it should be approved to teke

out any monuments in the spring of 1942 the preliminary negotiations should

be begun at once.

Regarding a request for the permanent retention of the
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minor objects at present in the University Museum and possibly a few of

the monuments, I suggest that I be empowered to go to Weshington and to

S

confer with the Guatemalan Ambassador, Sr, Adrien Recinos, with whom I am
well acquainted, ©Sr., Recinos has great archeclogical interests, great
influence with his government, and has a cosmopolitan point of view., VWhen
I made my requests to the Guatemalan Government in 1938 I conferred with
him. He expressed himself ag believiéng that it is to the interests of his
country to have & good exhibition of Guatemalan objects in every large
museun in this country, and as favoring the retention here of some of the
large monuments. Mr, Jayne alsc conferred with Sr, Recinos before he

made his trip to Guatemala last spring.

7 O O,
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Excerpnt from
ANALES DE LA SOCIEDAD DE GEHOGRAFIA E HISTORIA DE GUATEMAILA.,

Tomo XVI - lfumero 6 - Diciembre de 1940
pp. 430/ 431

The Umiversity of Pennsylvania made a contract with the
Government of Guatemals to retain as a loan, and for a period of
ten years which terminates in 1941, a certain nwiber of archeo-
logical objects found in Piedras llegras of our territory, and
with the purpose of exhibiting them in its Museum. Such an
agreement was made when we were not counting upon the important
museum of Ia Aurora; this was the reason for the loan,

The University asks an extension of five years to retain
these objects and the opinion of the Society has been requested
on this point. The Executive Committee was of the opinion that
the contract really should not be extended, since we have now &
place well sulted and better organized in which the said objects
may be and ought to be exhibited, and that in such a case they

should be returned at the end of the stipulated period,

(Translated from the original Spanish)



EXCERPT FROM A IETTER OF MRS. E, A, OSBORNE

Guatemala City, February 1lth,

... low yesterday I spoke with Villacorta on this subject.
He says that there was a new revision being made now and no of-
ficial decision has as yet been arrived st, and it was being
”tramitado" (considered according to the proper formalities)
and you would have a definite answer before long.

That is as far as I 2ot and no more, so be patient and
there might perhaps (?) be a hope, I personally do not think

it likely as long as he is there.



JoHN STORY JENKS

GOPY
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Please show lV/Dr. Mason

March 1%th, 1841,

Hon. Rdridn Fecinos,
Minister of Gustemale,
Gustemslen Legation,
¥ashington, D. C.

My dear Sefior Pecimos:-

Dr. J. Alden Mescn hze just conferred with me snd twld
we shout his conference wmith you on Mondasy the 10th, regarding the
requeeted extension of the losn of the objecte frem the snclent
Meya city of Piedrae Negras, Gustemsls, which are now in thies Wuseum
on lean from yvour Geverament, inm zcecrd with the terme of the con-
truct between this Puseum snd your Gevernment elgned in 1970, Per-
nit me t¢ express on behslf of this Musecum my heerty thanke for yeur
kind intereet in thie guestion.

£s you kncw, the term ¢f the tep~year loan on eome of
these objects will soon expire. The former Director of thie ¥useum,
Mr. Horace 3. F. Jayne, undertook & trip to Cuetemele in ¥ay of 1040
and mede an officisl request for sn sxtensicn of the leoan of theee ob-
Jeets for another five yesre.

Le you may remember, our expeditions te Pledrases NHegres,
by wey of Mexice, extended cver e pericd of nine yesrs. 2As a reeult,
we deliversd te the CGovernment of Cuatemelz four lerge stelee, four
gmall etone monuments end other veluable chjecte. ¥het we would now
prefer would be sn exchange ¢f ebjecte which cur Museum excevnted,
bringing to the Emerican public for educationsl purpcees, other ex-
amples of your anclent art and sending you the materisal which we heve
tried to show pretty generslly to the public here. I fear, however,
the ezxpense of traneportation would be mors than elther wu ar we
weuld care to bear at thie time,

You have seen the monuments from Piedress Negrae on exhibi-
tion here in ths University Museum, know whet a magnificent dieplay
they make, how their loss would detract from the appesrsnce of the
Maye Hall, and how much their presence here hes mesnt for the increase
of public interest in your country ameng the many vieltors te this Mu-
seum. We would sppreciste it grestly if wou convey to the President
of Cuatemsls our grest desire to retain theee monumente for a faw
years more, and alec exprees tc him your cwn opinicn on the queetion.



JoHN STORY JENKS

GO PY
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Ae you are fully aware, at no previcue time has there
besn ec much interest shown by the pevple of the United States in
the countries of Letin Zmerica se st present. ¥e fecl that mo
small part of thie intereet hae been csused by the presence of
artistic objecte from the countries of Letin America in the museums
of this country, and thet se & reemlt <¢f theee exhibiticne a grest
number of touriete hsve been induced te vielt Guatemsls snd the
other countries of Lutin Americe., ¥e sre eure thet the megnifi-
cent exhibitlion of these monuments which we lent for dieplay to the
Panama Pacific Expesition in Californie in 1920 played & large part
in this awekening of interest in Custemsls amd tourist travel talither.
We feel there could be no better sdvertisemsnt for your country then
these monumente sc artisticslly dieplaysd in thle Muecum, end sre surs
that their longer stsy here will result in & contimueticon snd increase
in the putliec interest im your country here.

I hwpe thet you will give these facte due coneideraticn
snd will tranemit them to the President of Custemsle with your per-
sonal copinicn,

I now find thst I will bs in ¥sehington on Monday aftermcon
next, March 17th, for the cpening of the new Mellen Callery. May I
call on you on thet afterncon? It will be a greet plessure to me %0
have the opportunity of sgsin sesing you.
¥ith my thenks snd sincere greetings, T am,
Sincerely yours,

John Story Jenke,
President



LEGACION DE GUATEMALA
WASHINGTON,D.C.

March 15, 1941.

Mr. John Story Jenks, President,
The University Museum,
University of Pennsylvania,
Philadelphia, Pa.

My dear Mr. Jenks:

In reply to your letter of March 13 I take
pleasure in informing you that I have transmitted today
to the Government of “Yuatemala your request for an
extension of the loan of the objects from the ancient
city of Piedras Negras, which were taken to the Museum
for the purpose of exhibition as a result of the work
undertaken at that place.

In accordance with your wishes I expressed
at the same time my favorable personal opinion and I am
sure that the matter will be glven careful consilderation.

) It will give me much pleasure to see you in
Washington next Monday afternoon, between 3 and 5 o'clock,
if thls letter reaches you in time.

Recinos,
Minister of Guatemala.



March 22, 1941

The Secretary of State
Yashington, De Co

Divieion of Americen Republiocs.

My dear lNr. Secretary:-

i wish to refer %o a pleasant call I made on l'r. Paul C.
Daniels, Acting Chief of the Division of Americen Republies, on
Maren 17the

Our Museum hes had archeeologiocal expeditions to Cuatemala
over & period of nine vears, at a site nown as Pledras NWerras which
is approached through Mexico. As a result of our work, we were
able to bring out, with 4iffioulty, some larpe monuments, half of
which were delivered to the Covermment of CGuatemala and others we
brought to thadluseun. In accordance with the terms of the apree-
ment, these momuments now in our Museum wore loaned to us for a
period of ten yemrs, and this time has about expired. As Director
of this Huseum, lr. liorece lls Fe« Jayne want to Guatemala last May
end made a formal request for an oxtension of the loan of these obe
Jjeets for another five years. I am enclosing a translation in
inplish of his letter dated June 12th, 1940, addressed to the Seoretary
of the Daepartment of Public Nducetion to whioh we have had no replye.

I also enclose a copy of my letter of March 15th, 1941, to Hone. Adrién
Recinos, Minister of Cuatemala in Vashingtone.

These stelae and other objects at our Museum we value very
highly and we Isel that they have been and are still of prest educa-
tionsl value both to our country and that of Cuatemala by bringing
closer relations. This is outlined, in part, in my detter to
Serior Recinos.

Mr. Daniels said that he would be glad to hear from me
after my cell on Sefor lecinos, which I made later in the afternoon.
I also enclose a copy of Sénor keoinos' reoply to my letter of March
16the ] g



The Secretary of State - Haroh 22, 1941

In our talk, Serior Rocinos emphasized more strongly his
opinion that the objects should remein with us for the present and
he told me that he had addressed his recommendation to tho Seoretary
of Foreign Affairs, who would teke it up with Lis President. Ve
further developed the theory thet there mirht be danper in sending
the historic momuments by sen at this time.

I am taking the matter up with you, firstly, so that our
Minister to Guatemala may be familiar with this matter; and secondly,
with the hope that he may have en opportunity to speak to the
President of Guatemale ebout it and also to the Socretary of Foreign
Affairs, 1If he saw his way clear to thank them for their interest
in this metter, I am sure it would be helpful and I hope this action
will have your recormendation.

Very truly yours

John Story Jenks
Prosident
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JoHN STtOoRrRY JENKS

GOPY

rpril 8th, 1941,

Hon. Adrisp Recincs,
Winieter of Gualemsls,
Legecion de Custemals,
#eashineton, D, C.
¥y desr Senor Recinoe:-

Thenk you for your letter of SApril 7th.
%e perticularly sppreciste your treuble snd pereonsl
interest iz presenting ev ably the matier of the Pledras
Yerres monuments te your Covermment, and through you send
your ¥inister of Foreign Affeire, we wish to thank your
Covermment for ite ection.

¥ith kind perecnsl regeards to yeu and with
spprecistion of your courtesies during my esll on you,

I sm,

Bincerely yours,

John Story Jenks,
President.



JoHN STORY JENKS

0Py

April 8th, 1941,

¥r. Paul €, Daniels,

fctiog Chief of the Divielon of Americen Fepublice,
Department of State,

%ashington, D. C.

My dear ¥r. Daniele:-

I beg to confirm my letter of March 28nd
addressed to the Seeretary of State, ze you sugpested,
a8 copy of which letter was sent to you. I have re-
ceived no reply to this letter but I hesten to tell you
that we are just in receipt of s letter from
Senor Adrian Recince, ¥inieter of Custemels, stating
that the Covermment of Cuatemals hes &zreed to extend
for a period of three yeers, the losn of the menuments
vhich we excaveted from the ancient city of Piedras
Hegree in Custemels. T am enclesing you & copy of hie
letter. Thie is verv good news for ue and I wieh to
thank you feor your ccoperaticen.

If you think it adviesble, we would be very
happy if our ¥inister toc Custemsls could ece hie way
clear to mention the matter to the President end te the
¥inister of Foreign Affaire end thank them for their
action,

Thenking you for your courtesies on my vieit
to you in Yeshington, I am,

Sincerely yours,

John Story Jenks,
President.



JoHN STORY JENKS

6GOPY

April ®th, 1941,

¥r, Cherlee Lyon Chandler,
Corn Exchange Fational Renk & Trust Co.,
Second and Chestrut Sirects,
Philadelphis.
Deer ¥y, Chandler:-
Thank you for your interset in the Gustemalsan
menumente &t the Wuseum. T am enclesing you a copy of
& letter I have just written your friend, ¥r. Paul C. Daniels,
with whom you ec kindly arranged an sppeintment for me.
I am very much plessed with the ocutcome of this whele affair,

Roping t¢ ses you in the neer future, I sm,

Sincerely youre,

John Stery Jenks,
President.



LEGACION DE GUATEMALA
WASHINGTON,D.C.

April 7, 1941.

Mr. John Story Jenks, President
The University Museum,
University of Pennsylvania,
Philadelphia, Pa.

My dear Mr. Jenks:

Referring further to your letterpf March
13th, last, I am pleased to inform you that today I recelved
a letter from the Minister of Foreign Affalrs of Gustemala
informing me that the Covernment of Guatemala has agreed to
extend for a period of three years the loan of the objects
from the anclent clty of Pigdras Negras in Guatemala, and
which have been in exhibition at your Museum for the last
few years.

Sincere

Adrién Recinos, -
Minlster of Guatemalar—



ADDRESS OFFICIAL COMMUNICATIONS TO
THE SECRETARY OF STATE
WASHINGTON, D. C.

DEPARTMENT OF STATE
WASHINGTON

M\ »

In reply refer to
RA 814.927/10 April 14, 1941

My dear Mr. Jenks:

Reference 1s made to your letters of March 22 and
April 8, 1941 regarding a loan of monuments to The
University lMuseum by the Government of Guatemals.

In compliance with your suggestion, the American
Minister in Guatemala is being instructed, in his dis-
cretion, to inform the Foreign Minister that you have
requested this Department to express through the American
Legation in Guatemals your sincere appreclaetion of the
eaction taken by the Government of Guatemala in this
connection.

Sincerely yours,

For the Sgeretary of State:
n ./ /

erbert S. Bursley
Assistant Chief, Division of
the Americen Republics

Mr. John Story Jenks,
President, The University Museum,
University of Pennsylvanis,
33rd and Spruce Streets,
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania.



Carl W. Funk, Hsquire

7

1429 Vialuut Street Pk '
Philadelphia o ; : = Tl o
Dane Mes Ponlyw - st I s

; Eﬁolam are mpits of" 'c:hc , : e
letter from the Guateralan iinister in e
regard to the loan of objects from Piedras
llegras, and our originel contract with the , ‘
Guatemalan govermment, paregraph 2 of N
whioh has roference to the loan of objects. e o

: : Sincerely 'qura : |

. Alice ¥. Goudy e 0

Drinker, Biddle and Reath

Assistant to the Director
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UNIVERSITY INTRAMURAL CORRESPONDENCE

To J.A M.
FROM L.S.Jr.

DATE Nove 4, 1943,

suBJECT Equipment at Piedras “egras.

When we left P.N. in 1939, with no particular prosepct of
returning, and no chance of seeling equipment for as much as cost of
transporting it out, it was left with Victor M. Pinelo, the Guatemalan
gove nment inspector, and Rufino Ramos, the only permanent resident.

The understanding was that there would be no compensation acruing as
caretaker, hence no definie« responsibility; but that should we return

to P.N.,, or farther up the river, we would save ourselves money by using what
still was usable, and compensate Ramos in proportion to what he had

guarded.

About a year ago Pinelo, who had moved up river, wanted to
purchace the cooking utensils, mostly aluminum and doubtless in good
condition., This would have emounted to a gift, as he is an alchojfglic;

I am ashamed to say I never replied to him. If we ever do return that way,

his politieal lines are such that he would probably again be the inspector,
and his good-will important. From that point of view I think he should have
his pick of what is there, before it is disposed of to anyone else. Both he
and Ramos would be morally entitled to some of it compensation for looking

after it and storing it, once we decide not to keep it intact.

We now have a letter from John Ross, who worked with us in
1932-33, also desiring the kitchen utensils and "maybe a few other things".
He would be fair and honest in reporting what he took, very low in his
estimates of values; he would be more likely than Pinelo to actually pay
the prices set, but quite likely to put it off indefinitely. This request
requires reply.

No substantial sum is involved. If Ross allowed as much as $25,00
for what he wanted I should be very much surprised; and rather surprised
thereafter if I actually received. On the other hand, if we &are sure we shall
never be back that way, the stuff might as well be given and/or sold, and do
somebody some good.

When the P.N. report is completed I think & logical program might
take us back there, or farther up the same river. I would favor keeping the
stuff in status quo. If it is decided not to I think we are morally bound to
give Vietor first cheice; and if enything is s01d, to pay Rufino samething
for conserving it up to now, perhaps in kind,

LSJr.



November 11, 1943

Mr. John H. Ross
Construcciones del Sureste
Tenosique, Tabasco

Mexico

Dear John:=

It was good to receive your long letter of QOctober 20th and to hoar
the news from you and of your family. We rarely hear from Tenosique nowadays ;
Mrs. Todd wrote me some time ago asking if we could help her finance a hotel
there, but none of us is in a financial position to do sojy a well-conducted
hotel in Tenosique ought to do well,

. I conferred with Linton regarding your request to buy some of the
equ¢nmeni at the cemp at Piedras Negras, but he has hopes of going in there
again to work, foswibly as soon as the war is over, and the replacemént of
this necessery equipment would cost quite a great doal for purchsse and treans-
porta+1on; so I am sorry to report that he prefers not to sell amy of it at
present

¥ou have reason to be proud of your boys and. Firls who are in war
gervice, My boy, who will be twenty-one in December, is in Naval Pre-flight
School and took his first solo flight two days agoe We hope that the war
will be over before he sees actual service, As fob personal news around here,
the most interesting is that Mary Butler is married and has a little daughter
gseveral months old. I haven't seen Dave Amram for some time but believe he
is in the city. Linton is busy writing up the report on Piedras Negras and
in other studies on the Maya calendarj he has just published the first part
of the report on Piedras Negras, an introduction. Miss Proskouriakoflf is
now with the Carnegie Institute in Boston and making restoration drawings for
them, I don't know whether you ever met Mrs, Godfrey and her son Billj she
is now Secretary and Acting Director of the Museum and Bill is ip war service.
Peggy Satterthwaite is working part time end I don't see her very often. As
for myself, there is so much routine and ocorrespondence that I get little
worth while dones My last trip was in 1940 when we dug up some fine things
in Panama. I would like to get hack to Tenosique sometime, but fear that I
never shall now,

With my cordial personel regards to you eand everyone around there
and also regards from the Satterthwamites, I eam as ever

Sincerely yours

J. Alden Mason
Curator,
American Section






SECRETARIA DE 3 F4188-1M-6-35

EDUCACION PUBLICA MUSEO NACIONAL GUATEMAL.A

INSPECCION DE ARQUEOLOGIA,
ETNOLOGIA E HISTORIA

e

~ SECCION DE ARQUEOLOGIA

GUATEMALA, C. A.

Nos 27 Guatemala City, Guatemala
Abril. 1l, 1945

Dr. George C. Vaillant
University Museum
University of Pennsylvania

Philadelphia, Pennsylvania

Dear Dr. Vaillant,

Would you please send as s'oon as you can,
the ,weight and all the dimensions possible of the stone
pieces from Piedras Negras, including the throneﬁ, stelae

and lintels which the Museum has on loan from Guatemala?

o //

rlav1o Rodas N

Thank you very much.

Si erely

Director of the Museum

LMC:FRN Jgjfi-:} A




Sre Fhavio fodas ¥,

Director, Huseo Hacional
Seccion de Armeclogia

Secretaria de Bducacion Publica

fnatemnla, C. Ae

Dear Senor Tpdas MW

We deeply regret the long delay in replying %o your
letter of April 11, addressed %o Dr. George Ge Vaillamt, and
requesting dinenslons and welshts of the stone momments
fyom Plelvas Wegrves on loan in $his lusemms

You have doubiless heard fiat Dre Vaillant died
suddenly three weelrs ago. Since that time we have besn %too
upset andl t0o busy taking over his duties to atsend %9 every-
thing, and Dr. Satterthwaite, who was agked %o maoke the measure-
ments and to calculate the weights, o long tagk, had to take
over and prepare for Ir. Vaillant's classes. Mo has fimlly,
however, found time to make the necessory neasurements and
calculations, and I tale pleasure in enclosing two sheets of
data prepated by hime

I tust that the delay has not inconvenienmced you and
that, in view of the above circumstances, you will forgive it.

L

iith my sincere personnl rezards #o vou and to my many
‘good Friends in Guatemala, I am as sver

Sincerely yours,

J« Alden lason
Curntor, Anerlcan Section



PEEDRAS NEGRAS MONUMENTS

Approximete Dimemsions (In meters) and Weights (in tons @ 2000 Lbs,)

Note: measurments are approximate, a few cms. over rather than under; and do not
reflect non-rectangularities. The estimates of weight were obtained by calculating
cubic meters of stone and converting to tons with the constant 2.97 (tons per
cubic meter); this is derived from Tpautwine's 168 Lbs. per cubic foot; and

with 35.3156 cub. feet per cubic meter (Trastwine, 20th Ede 1992, p P 213; 226)e

gtela 13
(L=27-199 )

Stela 14
(L=-18-382)

Stela 12

Stela 40
(1L-27-168)

Alfar 4 Lle
iL-zv-zooi
ntel 3
%L—l&-%l)
Lintel 12

Rhbshssl
Throne 1

M.S.58, 1%1”

I—?Q-%Oé: )

Total Parts
1.85 x 90 x 35 o Top «90 x 90 x L35 M
1.67 Ts Rukx 84 T
Bote 80 x 1,00 x%.35 M
83 T
2,90 x 85 x (40 U Top 2.15 x 85 x 40 M
2,97 T 2.7 7%
" Bot .80 X 85 xe40 M
.80 T
3,10 X 1.05 x 40 M Top 1.50 x 1.05 x 40 M
3,99 T 1.87 7
Bot®* 1.70 x 1.05 x.40 M
2,12 T
*3 fragments joined
4.20 x 1,20 x 40 M Top 8,70 x 1.20 x 40 M
6426 T 3.84 T
Bot 1.70 x 1.80 x 40 M
or 2.42 T
4,90 £ 1.20 x 40 u* Butt 70 X 90 x J40 M
7,01 T* .76 T

#ineluding part of plain
butt which was buried =~
omitted as set up in Phila.

(one piece - almost identical with

75 X 045 x.48 M
tiree legs tlready in Guatemala City)

48 T

(three fragments joined, with a fourth
weiiler” frag. of umsculpiured stone =
should not be taken apart).

1l.25 x «68 x P
231 T

1.20 x 55 x o256 M (two frgments, joined)

49 T

1.80 x .50: 1B M - o't%T

1.80 X .90 x .15 M (fragments and
r construction in plaster) = .17 ;s
W60 X 29 X o16 M - .02 T each.

Sereen (Frags., joined)
Seat{or "table top")

s o3

Legs (two); eage H
Total weight, about 96 T

Teye frags. joined i1 B0 X .82x M-~ N8 T

To next page



Piedras Negras lons. = 2

M.8.,8. 10 6 Fpagments joined in plaster i L
reconstruction : 1,43 x .70 x 10 M = 27T (roghh
estimate of weight).

NB., This plece has not be exhibited; is unsuitable for
exhibition without speciel lighting because of poor condition,
low relief and missing perts

Note: The foregoing 10 items exhaust the list of pieces which present serious
problems in the way of aﬁ%ial packing, because of size and/or weight; and which
require forethought in planning an exhibition hall. Miscellbneous Sculptured Stones
16 and 10, and Lintels 3 and 12 can be supported on strong walls; Throne 1
requires speclal light construction, not because of its wabight, but because
of its form.
1l and 2 are

Lintels at Harverd; ktwkekx®cxhoscoomysrxzsaxfoundz”Lintels™, in many

cages single small r:@gmentsjars at presehh distridbuted as follows:

Left at the Site: Lintels 6, 7, 8, 11, 13, 5, & (12 is highest "lintel" number)
At Cuatemala City: Lintels 9, 10 (smll fragments); Lintel 4
At Phila. Lintels 3 and 12

>

Misceanaoua Sculptured Stones include mere incising. Those of any
exhibition value are Nos. 1, 16 and possibly 10 at Phila; 9 and 13 at Guetemala;
and 7 at Harverd (the latter is the "Altar leg"” shown by Maler, which we assigned
a number in this series), los. 10 and 16 are covered above; No. 1 is half of a
small portable altar, with an I.S., inscription. Tyese numbered pieces are

at present distributed as follows: e
C&m (19, §& (hichest M.5.S5. number)

Left at Site: M.5.5. No. 2(?); 4, 5, 12, 15(?) Guestioned items to be checked.
At OGuatemala City: Nos. 9 and 15) 1%

At Harvard: No. 7
At Phila: No. 1 (pert of portsble altar, with I.S. inseription on side).

Noe. 3 rOﬁag slab, indcised lines, unfinw@hed glyphs in several squares
No. 6 " " , insised animal head (orude)

No. 8 " " o incised lines and scratches

No. 10 see above

No. 11 small fragment, possibly was sculptured

No. 14 rourh slab,parts of three incised glyphs.

Yo. ile S cbovéy wth NO.47

o @ o

Gleneral Note: I have given approximate dimensions of the separate parts of the

four stelae, using maxirum lenzths; if totaled, these may exceed the total length
of all pieces fitted; usually, different widths and thicknesses of different
fregments of the same stone are not allowed for, the maximum being used. The stelae
gan be teken down end shipped without taking apart. This will save & great deal of
labor at the other end and will minimize danger of damage by an inexperienced
rigger. The necessary timbers and bolts will greatly add to widths and thicknesses
o Dot much to lengths,.of the units to be hsndled -~ and to their weights. The
contract price for doing this - exclusive of freight and re-prection - was

#750.00, when they were sent to San Francisco.

LSJr,s



TO

FROM

DATE

SUBJECT

UNIVERSITY INTRAMURAL CORRESPONDENCE

Mrg Godfrey
Mason
June 19, 1945

lemorandum on present status of Piedras Negras Loan.

I append herewith a copy of the report that I made in
Fewruary, 1941, of the status of the Piedras Wegras loan as of
that date. Much of thig is still pertinent.

In April, 1941, largely through the kind offices of Sr. .
Adrién Recinos, then Guatemalan Ambassador in Washington, Mr. Jenks
succeeded in securing a three-~year extension of the loan; this,
therefore, expired over a year 2go. A new museum building is now
being planned or built in Guatemala City, and the officials are
certainly eager for the return of the monuments now in this Museum,
The Director, Sre. Flavio Rondas, recently wrote to Dr, Vaillant,
inguiring data on the size and weight of the monuments Here, ob-
viously with the intent of planning for their erection there.
After a regrettable delay, these datz were recently sent to Sre
Rodas by Dr. Satterthwaite.

We must, therefore, erpect soon & request or demand for
the return to Guatemala of the momments, and possibly of 21l the
materizl from Piedras Negras, and should at once take the necessary
steps to request a modification in the contract to pemmit us to

etain, on some terms, the small objects and some of the large monu~
mentss Fortunmately for us, although the new Museuwm in Guatemala
City is scheduled to hold its official opening in October, I under—
stand that freight for Guatemala is still subject to Us Se govern-
ment priority and permission, and presumably it is not yet practieally
possiblg to ship the objects.

I append also a lett_ er from Dr. As V. Kidder in which he
gives important information on the Guatemalan sitvation. Among the
important points therein ares that ex-Ambassador Adridn Recinos, who
had a cosmopoliten point of view and expressed to me the opinion that
all mugeums such as ours should have and exhibit good original examples
of Maya sculpture, is persona—~non-grata in his country at present, and
has Dbeen expelled therefroms On the other hand the long-time Minister
of Public Bducation who, unless the local set-up has been changed, is
the one who must aporove of all madifications in the contract, Sr. J.
Antonio Villacorta C., is also Y"out", together with his son Carlos,
who was formerly Director of the Archeological Museum., Antonio Villa~-
corta was also Pregident of the Society of Geography and History and
his opinion carried great weight in the decisions of that organization
to which such guestions are. always referred. Sr. Billacorta was very
much interested in archeology, and very eager to see the return of our
monuments to Guatemala. The new Secretary is said to be "very friendly

enc cooperativé", pregumably more broad minded and cosmopolitan, and



with less personal archeological intereste

Dr. Kidder suggests that we allow him to act as our agent
when he returns to Guatemala in Qctober or November, to obtain what-
ever modifications he can in the contract, permitting us to retain
some of the material from Piedras Negrase No Dbetter man could be
founde Dre. Kidder is well acquainted with personalities in Guatemala,
is highly regardied there, and always has the best interests-of this
Museun at heart. Dr. SattZerthwaite and I strongly urge that he be
given carte blanche to do the hest he can for us.

Dre Satterthwail and I feel strongly that the most import-
ant point in this question is the good reputation of the Museum in
Guatemala and in the other Latin-American countries, to permit uws to
worlz there im future years; that the contract, with such modifications
as we are able to gecure, must be lived up to conscientiously, and
that modifications in the contract should not be pressed too strongly,
or advantage taken of eguivocal points in the contracte I feel that
there is practically no hope that we may be allowed to retain all the
moruments we now have on exhibition, and that we must look forward to
losing most of them soon. We may hope to retain geveral of the monu~
ments and all of the small objects.

Cost of retirning objects. The original contract says no-
thing regarding which party is.to pay the cost of returning the loaned
objects to Guatemala. I mentioned this paint to Sr. Villacorta when I
was in Guafemala in 1939, and he replied that of course the Mugeum would
pay the coste These Latin-American govermments are very poor, and
stingy about such things, and I do not believe any contract would have
been granted in 1930 had I insisted that the Guatemalan Govepnment mugt
pay the cost of returns We might quibble on this point, but do not
think we would get anywhere, and would "loge face'"s By yielding gra—-
ciously on thisg point we can make a hetter appeal for the retention of
some of the objects. The cost of packing, and of transportation to the
dock will be considerable. When they were firsgst sent, the United Fruit
Combpany grabted us free freight on thdir boats, and the Guatemslan Rail-
road granted us a very cheap rate. As indicated in Dr, Kidder's letter
it ig quite likkely that similar grants may be secured at pregent.

Small objects such as potsherdss On the other hand, I should
hzve insisted in the contract that we~be permitted to retain the potsherds
and other small objects that we now have, since these are needed for
scientific study, are very numerous with quantities of duplicates, and
the Guatemalan museum alreddy has an equal amount, all that they can
possibly use or gtores I think that little objection would have been
made to this stipulation in the original comtraé¢t, and anticipate little
difficulty in securing this modification thereofs

In 1939 when I was sent to Guatemala to endeavor to persuade
the officials to lend the monuments there to the San Francisco Exposition
I also made some requests regarding permenent retention of some of the
nonuments (see my 1941 report)., Aldbhough the loan to San Francisco was
not approved, I believe no official action was taken on the question of
the retention of the monuments and small objects here, ag the term of

loan had not yet expired. Ol Dnsea—,



CARNEGIE INSTITUTION OF WASHINGTON
DIVISION OF HISTORICAL RESEARCH
10 FRISBIE PLACE
CAMBRIDGE, MASSACHUSETTS

Zone 38

June 4, 1945

Dr. J. Alden lMason
University Museum

33rd & Spruce Streets
Philadelphia 4, Pennsylvania

My dear Alden:

That is the trouble with these meetings. There are so many people
around that one can never seem to get down to cases with the people one
wants to see,

I shall be glad to write George's obituary and will get it to you in
a few days. His bibliography ought certainly to be in the ANTHROPOLOGIST.

Guatemala is a problem, When I was there is January the new government
had not come into office so I have had no contact with the present officials.
Bob Smith writes me, however, that the Secretary of Education--whose name
escapes me--ig very friendly and cooperative., Bob, as a matter of fact,
has been made chairman of a committee on the new museum which is to be
located in one of the fine new buildings at the fair grouns., It is evidently
in planning for this installation that they have asked for the size, weight
etc. of the monuments now in Philadelphia. Obviously, however, they cannot
get them down in time for the opening which I believe is to be in October
as the United Fruit Company is not yet accepting freight shipments except
those which have a special priority and even in that case I believe they
have to go through a pool being run by the government. Both the Villacortas
are out and Recinos, who is now in Washington, is in very bad odor with the
present government--he was expelled from the country. I do not know who the
present Ambassador is. I agree with you that when, as. and if the sculptures
20 back, it would be best in the long run to pay the freight. I believe,
however, that one could get this remitted or at least much reduced by the
Fruit Company. I have always found them very cooperative and when the
time comes I would be glad to talk with the president, T. Jefferson Coolidge,
who is an old friend of mine, As to sherds I certainly should not send any
back as at present they have more material of that kind to handle than they
know what to do with and there surely would be no objection to your keeping
them presumably indefinitely or permanently. I also think that in view of
the fact that they have a good collection of other minor antiquities that
those could also be kept., And I am not too pessimistic about the possibility
of some of the sculptures being retained if it can be explained to the officials
that the presence of some originals on permanent or semi-permanent loan in
Philadelphia would be of value to Guatemala in the stimulation of tourist
travel. I am wondering therefore, if it would not be best for you to send



Dr, J. A, Mason -2 - June 4, 1945

Flavio Rodas the information he requires and mention thet packing and
shipping difficulties are likely to result in considerable delay in the
actual forwarding of the monuments. Then, if you would like to have me,

I would be glad to look into the situation when I go to Guatemala this
autumn probably in November or possibly October and see what I can do
toward getting permission to leave some of the sculptures in Philadelphia,.
I shall be going to Washington some time in the not too distant future and
will stop off in Philadelphia to talk this whole business over with you if
you would like me to for I am not only greatly interested in the Museunm
because of you and George and Linton but I also feel that the presence of
some of the P.N., sculptures there would be useful in stimilating interest
in Middle American studies in this country.

It was grand that you had a weekend with John., Our son Jim is still
at Midland, Texas, but he is finishing up his refresher course shortly
and doesn't know where he will go next.

As ever,

A

7 2d

A, V. Kidder

P.S. I have written Gordon Ekholm for a copy of George's bibliography.

I think I will wait until I get this before writing the obituary for
although I believe I know his most important scientific contributions,
there may well be some of a more popular nature which should be included
in evaluating his contributions. George &id a lot to popularize Mexican

studies, b
1<

AVK:PD
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Lre Jo Alden lason
1
Curator, American Sgctipn
University Museum }
University of Pennsylvahia,
e
33rd and 8pruce Streets!

{
i

Philadelphta, Pennsylvahia
1

Dear Dr. Mason,

I want to thank you and Drfj Satterthwaite
for the data we received this week on the stone
monuments from Piedras' Negras which you have on
loan frem the Government qf Guatemala.

We recently h;ard Qf the death of Dr. &
Ce Maillant, The Musewm staff wishes: to express

its deepest sympathy.

=

1

Most Sincerely,

Yo

Flavie Rodas

Director of the Museum



TO

UNIVERSITY INTRAMURAL CORRESPONDENCE

Mrg Godfrey

FROM laazon

DATE June 26, 1945

SUBJECT a) Piledras Negras loan. b) Colored photograph for Sr. Echanove

In reply to my letter asking about the present situation in Guate~
mala, lirs Osborne replies that concrete bases have béen prepared in the new
mugeun building there for the stelae now here. (This is not an insurmountable
difficulty since, should we succeed in gecuring permission to retain some of
the monuments, casts san be sent to occupy the places prepared for the ori-
ginals., JAM) She thinks there will be no difficulty im arrsneins to retain
the non~art objects that we now have, since the Guatemala museum already has
more then it can dispday or store. She suggests that we authorize Dr. Kidder
to male such appeals when he goes down there 2t the end of this years

rs Echanove writes me that he is returninz the first bhotograph
colored by Miss Francksen, of the Chichen-Itza frisze, and is awaiting
receipt of the second one, of the mural.

P.S. June 27. Sam Lothrop writes me ths
and has zone to Matt
Will not be here

t he has been taken ill again
apoigett, Mass., for the summer to

pick up health
until September, ;



CARNEGIE INSTITUTION OF WASHINGTON
DIVISION OF HISTORICAL RESEARCH
10 FRISBIE PLACE
CAMBRIDGE, MASSACHUSETTS
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July 2, 1945

Dr, J. Alden Mason
University Museum
33rd & Spruce Sts.
Philadelphia, Pa.
Dear Alden:

Many thanks for your good letter of the 29th. I am greatly complimented
that tﬁe Board is willing that I should reéresent the Museum in the matter
of the Piedras Negras specimens, I hope I can have some luck, Just now the
situation looks pretty good but one can never tell what will ﬁappen in those
countries but anyhow I shall do my bést and I shall, of course, see you before
1 go down, probably in the late autumn, I have finished the first draft
of George's obituary and have sent copies to Sue and Duncan Strong. As soon
as I hear from them I can put it into finsl form and I shall send ;t along.
I should think you might get it witkin ten days or so,

I am glad to have the data as to George's activities in Philadelphia,

No, yow hadn't previously asked for maferial on the Carnegie's last
years'wo;k. Not a grea} deal was done but I am dictating a memorandum
about it and wiil send a copy to Gordon.

: As ever,
1ol

A, V. Kidder

AVK:¥D



Auguat 29, 1945

Dear Teds

1 appafently haven't wribtten you for a long time, as yours of
July 24 is in wmy unanswered filas,

Dd Terra was in yesterday and may be in again toaa:r. Ho saw
Mrg Oodirey but, I think, not President Madelras The offlcinl
approval of the co~sponsorghip of thewproject and of his research
associateship herevwill probably have to awalt the firat meeting
of our Board on Sgptember 20, I balleve Mfs Godfrey has written
you a letter, and probably glves you the officlal reporte OF
course wo are alllnthnaiagtic about the projest, and a’rxmi: hig
gammtien hegse Fe also hopes to get a place in the University

epartnent of Zarth Saiameﬂ, whiteh would also please us greatly,
bat which will have to be taken up laber through other channelse

02 gourse we look forwnxl to geeing you here befors you go %o,
Guatemsla, 30 we can talk over your acting as our agent there in
connaction with the loan of the Pledras Negras materisl. We appre=
clate so much your oifer to do acs

I have Qecldsd to send your abim of George for the Outober
nunber of the mmemmr, for the greater part of which we ars
now reading galley proofe I am addins to 1% a one-page olossly
typed sumeary prepayed here, giving all hla menberehips in goclew
ties, otae I think I gent yow a copy of 1t Also I'tn using the
bivliography prepated by Gordon :ﬁdwha, which 12 a 11itle more
complete than the one prepared here, a copy of which I sent youe
Sue Vaillant was here anl dldn't like the rhotogmach that we had
and provided one she likes much better; I shall usevthe lakter at

_ her request. I alsc sent Dunc Btrong a copy of 1t, =2 she wanted

1% printed in ANTIQUITY also, but Doug Bvers wyltes me he has the
earlier phote already in press. This sulle me Just as wall, as I
think it better to have different photos dn the two ohibtuaries, and |
I 1Ece the first photo Jjust as well »~ maybe batiere 1 think I

sent you the personal photo which you requested; if not, let me knows

Thanks for the dada on the recent wozk of the Carmsgle. I wrote
up the report and sent 1t to the Britannics a month agoe I% ran
4000 words instead of the 2400 for which they asked =~ but thw
toolt 1t.

Best rezards and good ludk; hope you are enjoying a vacation.

Yours as every

Je Alden Mason
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October 22, 1945

Dr, J. Alden Mason
University Museum

33rd & Spruce Sts.
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania
Dear Alden:

I don't know when I have enjoyed two days more than I did those passed
in such agreeable company in Philadelphia last week, It is always most
stimulating to be with you énd Linton,

I think we decided that it would be a good idea for me to have photo-
graphs of all the stone monuments from Piedras Negras which are now in
Philadelphia in order that I can talk more intelligently to the people in
Guatemala, In ¥iew of the fact that they are msking a great splurge with
the new museum I am not too optimistic about getting permission for any of
them to be left in Philadelphia--but there is no herm in trying, As I told
both you and Percy, if before I go down the first of the year it seems best

to delegate this business to someone else you must, of course, do so.

As ever,

7ol

A. V. Kidder

AVK:PD



December 18, 1945

Dre. &.s Ve Kidder

Carnegie Institution of Washington
Division of Historical Reaearch

10 Frisbie Place

Cembridge, Massechusetts

Dear Ted:
¥

I have just been too busy to reply to your letter of October
22nd and for the same reason must make this reply e short one; if I am
evar going to get any work done, I must learn to write short letters. I
left the question of the Pledras Negras photographs up to Linton and he
has informed me that you were presumably sent vesterday photographs of
all the major wonuments that we have here. :

We missed vou at the Viking Pund dimner last night though I
was surprised at the rélatively small attendamnoce there. It is getting
toward the end of the wvear end I presume you will be starting for Gusw
temale soon. Ve pubt our trust entirely inm your hands and, like you,
hope for the best without too rosy expectations. If you get down this
way before you leave, it will be good to see vou; if not,our very best
regerds to you and let us know from time to time how things are getting
along.

Cordially yours,

Jde Alden Mason
Curator, American Section

JAN :GS
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December 21, 1945

Dr, J. Alden Mason
University Museum
University of Pennsylvania
33rd & Spruce Stss
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania
Dear Alden:

Thanks for your letter of December 18th, The photographs came some
time ago and I am taking them with me to Guatemsla, From a recent letter
from Bob Smith in which he speaks of arrangements for installing the
monuments in the new museum I am not too optimistic about getting

Gy
permission to allow the sculptural materials to remain in Philadelphis,
But there is no harm trying and I have much better hopes as regards

the minor antiquities.

Hastily,
/el

A, V. Kidder

AVK:FD
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PALACIO NACIONAL |rer~—R723=C.900. Of.M.

AL CONTESTAR, SIRVASE MENCIONAR EL NUMERO

MINISTERIO DE Y REFERENCIA DE ESTA NOTA
EDUCACION PUBLICA

GUATEMALA,

12 de Diciembre de 1945.

REPUBLICA DE GUATEMALA, C. A.

Sefior J. Alden Mason CORREQ AE]
Museo de la Universidad de Pensylvania, AR 1
Filadelfia, EE, U, U,

Muy sefior mio:

El 15 de Mayo de 1930, el Gobierno de la Reptiblica de Guate-
mala por medio del Secretaric de Estado en el Despacho de Educa-
cién Pdblica, por una parte; y usted, en representacién del Museo
de la Unlversidad de Pensylvania, llevaron a cabo un convenio por
el cual se autorizdé al Museo de esa Universidad para hacer exca-
vaciones en Piedras Negras, departamento del Petén en esta Repf-
blica y para exhibir por el término de diez afios en los Estados
Unidos la mitad del nfmero de estelas y objetos de valor histé-
rico que encontrase en su investigacién.

Como consecuencia de esto, el Museo adquirié cuatro grandes
estelas, cuatro monumentos de piedra y otros objetos valiosos que
han sido motivo de admiracién en Estados Unidos por su valor ar-
queoldgico excepcional; esto dltimo, en tal medida, que al venci=
miento de los diez afios, en 1941, el Museo solicité prérroga, que
fué concedida por el Gobierno, para retener los objetos dados en
préstamo, por un nuevo plazo de tres afios.

Siendo que este lapso vencib el 15 de Mayo de 1943; como,
indudablemente, despuéds de trece afios de exhibicién ésta ha per=-
dido su cardcter de novedad en los Estados Unidos; y, en el de-
seo el Gobierno de la Repdblica de recuperar sus haberes arqueolé-
gicos, atentamente le ruego disponer que las estelas, monumentos
y objetos a que se refirid el convenio de mérito, sean devueltos
a2 Guatemala, consignados al Ministerio de Educacién Pfiblica.

Al expresar a usted mis agradecimientos por la atencién
le merezeca la presente y nuestro reconocimiento por la contrlibu-
cién que a la propaganda turistica de Guatemala, prestd el tiem=-
po que durd la exhibicién, me es grato subseribirme como su aten-
to seguro servidor,

N (G
“M. R Avila A:,
Subsecretario, encargado
del Despacho,

emg.



United Stotes Goberhment. \%*:w*u

Sehor 1. 1, Avila A,

Subsecretaric, encargaac del Dc”?a:ho
Yinisterio de Educacidn Piblica v
» Tacional

2y Co Ao

I tzke pleasure in acknovlwlzing receipt
of 12 Diciembre, Num. 10665, Refe R723=Co900 Cf,le

Roth the Board of Mansgers of tki

1451

of your letter :

@

Museun ard I persomally -

are most appreciative of the courtesy cf your Govermment in accordipg

us an exterslon of the period of loan of the archeological objects \fi_'
- - 1 A

Piedras Neg raq, vhich perlod has, as you te, now explred..

ctanding that, on account of scareiiy

}J

to send freight shinmbnte to Guatenmal

poings. DIr. Ki

o]

‘donference with you.

persona grata to/both of {is. Z itrust 1+ will be

fore, if we dolay any actio¥

to

On account of the Bary ité

Guatemals u_n% i1 ‘f :

it is our, under-

is still impossit

with rvgard to 'b-‘_

1

it- isg impo sei
to Guatemgila'at‘
wvith yog on these

. and will act as o

smqeunnt to ym;, ther

; from Dre Kidder after his
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, convist of ,
All of the four large stelae are restored, ani/;iﬁ two or

more parbs. }!’ﬁ//fé}x.r.y./ll LE/ LB/ b As you doubtless realize from
the estimates of weights recently sent you, some of ‘chege, espex,lally

N A = < ey ettt Yo e e ® o ML T~ 3 - e 3
vela 40, are very newv_,, e will oe much heavier after being béxed

T 4 hosd ~a? . I o N E IS | 4.2 1. e e R L

SUSTCC SATTICS and wiatemals C1 viy ©o WOl 7O preier uh&t we Sﬂip
EN L

th

-As Dre Ao Vo Kidder, who is doubtless as persons grata to

— B ; ' RS Vig
you as to us, is leaviag f,{br Gaatelamn on January 7, we have appointed
o , ‘
) 5
him our representative to confer with you regarding aet _e.ls of the

‘rebirn of the Piedras ‘-e»rras material. Hx will call upon you shortl

after arrival in Gusb egala City, and we hope thatl 1t will be satisfac te

to you if we ﬁ#é/;&ﬁ/ ;ﬂ—%é? shipm

"

.

ent until “aft' er such conxerpme.

Witn assurances T beg to remain
7 (=) )
/‘/ L4 :
Sincerely yours,
.»I‘ - 2
/ ‘ ' . Jo Aldem Mason
Curator, American Section.
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