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Huehue tenango, Guatemala. 12 llay 1932

CoLUMBIA UNIVERSITY
NEwW YORK, U. S. A.
ETHNOLOGICAL EXPEDITION
To MIDDLE AMERICA

OLIVER LA FARGE, M. A,

DIRECTOR

Dr. J. Alden Mason,
Pernsylvania University Expedition,
Piedras Negras. :

Dear lMgson:=-

An acquaintance of mine here, Sr. don Ramigio Hernédndez,

has come to me concerning his son, who, I gather, is now
working for you. The son is called don Julio César Herndndez.
It seems that the young man went down to the mahogany camps
some years ago, and since then has been unable to get hold
of enough money to return to Huehuetenango. Higs father is
most anxious for him to do so, and wants me to ask you to

do what you can to facilitate his return. Sr. Hernédndez
senior is an excellent person, and I am anxious to o»lige him,
hence this note, which I believe he will enclose with a
letter of his own.

We are about cloding work here,; after a fairly successful
season., I hope all goes well with you, and your inspector
has proved agreeable. I go up through lMexico, and shall
be ¢/o E¥ R. llathews, Pine Valley, Cdlorado Springs, Colo,
from July 1lst on. ] i

With best regards and best wishes, I remain,

yours cordially,

‘/ ;:’ —



Tenosique, Tubasco, Mexico
June 16, 1932,

lire Oljver la Farge,

G/ 0 Ee Re Hathews,

Pine Valley, 5 :
Colorado Springs, Colorade

Dear la Targe:

Julio Hernandes landed ms your letter of Moy 12§from Huohuetanasgo
& few days agzd, and Just a couple of days after we had come in from Pledras
Nagras. Jullo had been working @ier us the entire time we wers there, and I
imegine he could have saved up enough to get back to Hushustenango if he had
wanted to. I understeod that he came from the Guatemalan highlands =- one
of the fow Gustemmlans that we had, almost all being Mexieans from “enosique.
I understood he had besn working as a clerk for ome of the lumber coampanies
~ farther up river, but for us, of course, he wes only o digger, though appa-
rently of & little more culture than most of them. e was hired by our
myordomo,y his especial assignment ell season was digging careful holes
for Miss Butler's stretigraphieal excavetions. S5She told me he came from the
highlandey otherwise I would have taken less interest in him, He worked
fairly well but apparently was the ringleader, or at any rate the spokesuman,
for the men when aluost all of them struck end quit just e few days befgore
we really inmtended to quit work, I'd like to help him get back to his home,
for his father's sake, but really can't do anything now, lis was peid off
on Ny 26 {last payment 7C pesos), and I couldn't do anything now but lend
ki the money to gel back, and you know what chances I'd have of ever gotiing
any returneds °'e is still here in Tenosique, bui there is no work here and
T don't know what he will do, If he werse really anxious to get back, he '
could mke it up river in n few weeks on foob, and the pay he recoived would
have sean him through ali right, but when I spoke to him about returning and
$old him his fother was aunxious t¢ have him he said he hadn't the money to
do ite I wouldn't moke the trip now myself except by water, for it has been
raining most of the time for the past two wedks and the ftrails must be mud
to one's kneos and over.

: We hed a fairly successful season; my assistant Batterthwaite, is &
most enthusiasiic and emreful seientific worker and I em enthusiastic about
his works; his seientific notes will bs of great value. Algo he found all
three of owr most important simgle finds this year, a new lintel with the
oldest date in the aelty, 9.2.12 something, which had s en broken and reused
in the masonry of temple ;27 and which he pulled out from wnder my nosej

many fragments of & beautiful throne with beck screem which is of the same
type as that shown in the earving dm lintel #3 found st year and which
therefore proves thet the scene carved on lintel #3 porirays an mciual cerep
mony porformed herey end a burial in & very gentral place iu a vault of a
personage who must have been of high rank. This was ace mpaniod by many
‘ornaments of very fine jade, one with incised inseription, many shell plaques,
for of thoon with incised hieroglyphie insecriptions, ihe largest pyrite mosaie
mirror known, so faphe I know, sbout 25 cm diameter, and other fine thingse



Half tle contents of the tomb, the new lintel, and the throme ani seresn go
to Philsdelphia, ond all but the lintel will come out with me in & few days,
being transportable on mulefback, We also had excellont success with oub big

moruments, There are 15 big boxes with about 30 tons of monumenis, the best
ones in the ruins, at the end of our road ready to be loaded on lumber rafts
as soon as the river rises sufficlently to bring down lumber, and fleated down
to Frontera where thay should be within e monthe, &telsa ;12, whish was &ken
over the roand last year wad dowm to Frontera in January, left s month ago and
is probably now in Philadelphilse.

We bad one great misfortune in ithe burning of a part of our camp on
MGASE/#7 April 22. Five bulldings went, including the mein building with most
of our equipment, Foritunately it occwrred in the morning while we were at workg
go the most emsential equipment in use wus saved, and no one wns oven singed,
but we lost all photogrephic equipment as well as ell photographs made to date
{except the eameras in use and the films in them), and all our drawing eyuipment,
offiece supplies,; ote, Fortumstely the bodega with food suppllies was seved or we
would have had to walk oul to Temosique here., Fortumntely, almost all of our
field notes were saved and we got mnrs films end carried on as usesl, with a
little inmwnienae.

We awived here last Saburday and all the rest of the party left on
Sunday, but there were the ususl offlicinl troubles. Vo have to have ocur siuff
tokon throuzh liexicen territory by customs offiesials, and although I ordered
them in plsndy of time the new chief of Customs in Fromters refused to send
without special instructions from “exieo City, so as our food supplies were
exhaugted and we could wait no longer, we had to leave the boxes of archeological
objects at the camp and I had to remnin here to settle the matter, Yesterday
word ews roceived that the officials will leave Frontera today, aund just while I
was writing this another telegram came agrecing to my request to have the boxes
brought in here so that they my bo hers whea the officlals errive and we may
leave on the return trdp of the boat. S0 I will ket to Froniera wiih the ecargo
about Tueeday the 2lst, and if there iz no Aif ficulty about the ghipmeni out, snd if
I make closs connedtions with & boat home I should be howe before the end of ithe
monthe

Glad to hear you have had a successful yesar, but sorry I won't see you
in the @ st until falls As I think I told you, Jyno insisted thet I spend all
my time last winter writing up the report on last war's work here, so I was
unable to editf your report om ths Cholbal K'ih, eto., as I would heve proferred.
Hope to be allowed to finish that na one of my first jobs when I get back.

With sordisl rezards 4o you and to Mrs La Tergesy believefie as ever

Cordially yours,
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