Tenosique, Sunday, June 12, 1932,
Dear Johus rﬁ?‘ﬁ“%""j

You looked a bit triste standing there at Sun Jme and wuving your
hat till we got out out of sight, sud we were sad et leaving you, although
wgluers a large party, and bound for our homes. You must find itf g bit
lonely now, after being in such a large plemsant party for so long.

If should be lonely %00,y now, for I am alons hers, but really I
have so much to do that I haven't time to feel lonely. I have kept busy all
yesterday end all today, so busy today that I haven't been around to see Todd

and I guess he's wondering whye. :

‘A We ren the rapid without eny trouble and reachsed here about seven
o'clock. Had & heavy shower just bofore we got in, but all of us hagponchos
and we didn't get wet. But those in the other cance must have got well
goaked, though they said they didm't; they didn't get in till about ten with
the baggages The Simbad arrived at the same mowsnt, so I transferred some
of the baggnge direetly aboard. By the time we had everyone gettled in
their rooms with their baggage we were demn well sosked and it wes midnight.

The other four went aboard last night, and the Simbad left about
four this morning, leaving me here alons. No word sbout the celudor yet,
but I telegraphed to Sduarde Hay end to.a good influential friend in Mexico
Ci$y, end I hope that the mmiter will be srranged soon. But I suppose I will
be here until the next trip of tho Simbad at lsast, and lucky if I don't have
to wait till the seeond trip. ~

I saw they were packing for a shipment o Desempefic tomorrow,
. go gave Don Pancho & list of the things $ou wants paper , typewriter ribbon,
fiashlight bulb, end I presume they will We bought, packed and sent to you.
Also the canvas, the latter charged to my accouht, the others to yours. b e
told Don Pencho to charge the last shipment of foodstuffs to your eccount
instead of to mine, s I think that wes our understending, though he might
charge you less than he charges use I am sending Chavarria a check for the
officiel papers on which Santiago made out his certificates, and $5e.00 for the
hire of the horse. Is that sufficient? :

I still have & film in the camere, and wbubkd like to lwep it until
the film is used up, in cuse I see som thing of intsrest here; I'11 leave it
here before I go, with imstructions to send up to you, or will send it before

in cese I use the film upe I also send you e few small things that bave

turned ups & bag of eartridges for .22 and .38 for the revolver end I think

you have a 22 rifle; mine wap ruined in the fire, Also a eouple of the cloth
bags, & file, a snake pencil, soue small books of Boglish, and e box of sardines.
%e anre taking blankets, pabellones, ponchos and bags out with us in ease we

noy need them on the next trip ine There is e big blue cooking pot which 1
guess I'1l leave here to use on the mxt trip in, but 1f you need it, send for
it,



When you find time, please waks a complete inventory of the contents
of the eamp; you made one of the bodega of which I have & eopy., 1 think the
only things added and put in there after you made the inventory weore

2 sawe '

2 hamaers

i wire-cuiters

1 roll metal wiripping
1 used roll of twine
1 lot nails

5 flat irons

4 paspoline lamps

2 kerosene lamps

The inventory of the men's kitchen was:

4 olias grandes

2 cafoteras

1 comal

1 freiders

1 cusharon

1 moline

3 latas weclas en gerviclo
1 candil :

Levanderia jornslerofs

2 baldes
1 bates

Lavanderia empleados:
2 hm‘o

I left e few personal clothes on the top shelf in the office; there
is also & pair of pants of the size to il Aarem.

Nothing more to say for the present I guess; drop me & note whenever
someone is coming out and I'li do the same whenever anyone is golng in.

Your friend the photographer from ~eolize is here yet and was inquiring
for you. He hns @ en sick and wigble to Wave. Dantiago ls leaving Tuesday
for Flores. Probably the photographer end Line will go with him. :

Cordial regards and good luck. ‘ ,
Send me Anita Glusker's address§f I wani to write her.

Cordially,
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Tenosique, June 16, Thursday, L032.
Deer Johns €&Q55‘§ |

Bonnle brought your letter about noon; he said he left lary with

Do¢ Todd but I'm mohawmed tc say I haven't sen overfto see Todd and to see
“&%Pthe lady was given & good waol of corn and turndd out 4o pasture and rest;

- 1've been writing letters all day to go off on the Avion which is expecied
tonight or early tomorrow morning,; but I'nm golng over to see Todd the woment
1 get this last letter done. I don't know if there is any mil for youj 1
gsuppose Don Pancho has it if there is, but I think thore are a couple of
magazines and newspapérs for you. I don't believe Bonnie will wait until the
mall from the Avion is recelived.

I suppose you got the letter I sent out by Pencho Aldecos this
norning, and  presuse thaet before you get this the mules will have taken
the boxes. About eloven this morning I got a telegram from Alvarc Peres
thet the Advenms will ellow us to bring the boxeg here to fenosique where the
celadores will take charge of thems That will save me time andéxpense end
save the celler-doprs o mean muddy ride and sore esses. I'm glad Bounie
came in, for mow I can send out word by him for the mules to bring the bomes
right in; they should be here S# urday at the latest; the celadors should
elso be here Ssturday, as thev wore to Bave today on the Simbad, and s0 we
can all go down together, celadores, carge and myself, probably on Sunday.
So this will probebly be my last letter to you. Good luck to youl

T gave Don Pancho the orders that you want, the cigareties, cigors,
goapy euvelopos end egzs. You had writien "Sobres” on the envelop, and
Bonnie said you gave him u verbel order for 5 dogen eggs. I don't know how
much of this Donnlo can take back on lery, but he will take sowe soap and some
ogss if ho ean't teke mll, and Pancho will send out the balance with hls next
shipment o Dogempofio. I slippod Bonnie = couple of pesds for his services as
megsenger; I suppose heyneeds it dermn bed.

Give Don Alfredo.my sympathy, or shpuld the cocinera be thec one who

daserves 1% more? Or possibly you yourself? I suppose you wroie to Todd about e
the modicines you wamt? I spoke to Pancho about the cartridges and he said he
would try o f£ind semples, snd put that down on bis list with the other things,

but T doubt if he will be able to, I think it is probably 44 cel. I think there
are both 44 and 45, but 44 is wors comson, I think, end if you sey it looks like
££ 41, it is mors probably 44 thon 45, Whem I got to Fromtera, 1'lL bry to

ges if I can get vou n box of 44s thers, though thay mey not be easy to gote

Now it's gettiny too dark to write any more, and I've beea at it all
‘day, 80 I'11 get this ready for Bonnie to take, as He snys he's lenving at
six in the morning, and I'LL go out ansd gee if the Avion has como and then out
for & chat with Todd, them dinner, and then u couple of gnmes of pool with
Todd and Paneho, Trite mo the news frequently and 1'1ll rod,y in kind.
Tho bast 8f luek to you.

Cordially yvours,



{enosique, Thurrday, Juns 16,
Dear John:

I forgot to write this yesterday and Dom Pancho just asked me for
it, so I shan't write more than a very short letter. I um just up, not
rising quite so early us I did at camp, und am holding up the messenger.

Have received no word from the rest of the party sinee they left
sarly Sunday morning; I told Lint to wire me when he was leaving, but I guess
there wiol be m leter from him om the Avion which should arrive today; there
hag been no meil since we arrived here.

Yestorday I fina lly got « telegram that geffilgf the Aduane at
Frontera is sending up two celadores, and that they will probebly leave today
on the Simbado Just before receiving it, Don Fancho had convineed ms that 1t
would be well to have the boxes brought in heregy since the streams are rising
so that it will soon be impossible. 1n any cmse, his mules are o bring the
boxes as far se Husvo Mundo, or possibly El Retdro. We are sending the
Lduana & telegram to ask if, in view of road conditions, wo my bring the
boxes all the way, but if not, the celadpres will go out and take charge of them
et Nueve lunde or & Retiro, ~emember the 20 boxes, 16 for P. outsids, and 4
for G in the office.

I understand that menybf the things yoyhsked me o get for you and
sond out from here were not securable, but I will find out what things were
sont and get the others in Yronters when I get there, I think I shall go out
on the Simbad, which should be here on Sunday, oven if 1 can't hei the eaptain
to wuit until the eeladors and arrioros come baek with the boxes.

I boﬁght‘ Eurique Rives' mehogany box from him for three pesos,
so moke use of it if you want toy

Guess thum is nothing alse to sey, end I think Panchito is
wmiting for thisy so so lomge andgood lueke. Your pholographer friend, FPepe
Castillo (1), Santiage, and I think Lino, lefi for Flores e feu days azoe

o
/ skl Good lucke.

il
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JOHN H. ROSS

Piedras Negras, June 17th., 1932.

Dr. J. Alden Mason,
Tenosique, Tabasco,
Mexico.

Dear Doctor:=-

I have your two letters,one of the 12th.,and the other of
the 16th, - yesterday.

The mules came in Xxxk Wednesday and left for Desempeﬁb
yesterday and came back this morning. Pancho Aldecoa came in last night
with letters from you and Don Pancho and a bundle of Papers and he is
staying over till the mules leave tomorrow., The mules will take the 20
baxes that are here, and, 1ﬂthey meet with any courrier advising them to
take the boxes through will do so, otherwise they will probably leave th
boxes at Retiro or Mundo Nuevo,whﬁchever is most convenient to the arrieros

By Bonnie Small I wrote you about the flood in the river. By
now,I guess,the boxes at San Jose are all under water. Hope the destina-
tions of each can be deciphered after the L£ax flood goes down enough to
enable one to get at them convenlently. Minrnd you, one can get at them now
if necessary, and maybe Dr., Todd is on the job., But I doubt if he was
prepared to catch logs at San Jose. And no more logs are passing now.

I am slowly getting things into shape and their proper places
and as soon as I can get all in shipshape, I wlll take the Inventory and fo
forward same to you. You want, specified 1p¢3his Inventory, what things
are in good shape and those that are not but can be used by bringing re-
pair parts next season, is it not? I will do this. I note that all the
Bateas do not belong to the Museum. One, I am told,belongs to Amado
Aguilar.

About the Kodak, if you can spare an exposure, please take
little Consuelito's picture - Don Pancho's little daughter - and when
finished send me a cumple prints. I want to send one to my little daughter
as I wrote her that I am trying to get a "novia" at Tenosique, rnd as I
know Betsy Ross very well, she will want to know who the "novia" is. And
when you are through with it, you may send it or leave it there with Don
Pancho to forward to me.

I wont need the Olla here so it can stay there’gi ‘¢$

The bag of things that you sent came 0%K. Pity the cartridges
wont fit the revolver. I am afraid the callber is a hard one {0 = damil!
Excuse me, the paper got jammed in the carriage and tore right here «
£ind in Tabasco. iacliaes Lo Clwui/u\,

I am asking Don Pancho to send out a couple of kittens. The
rats are playing the devil with the clothes. They even play football with
my things on the shelves. And they evidently enjoy the games for they rails
a helluva noise about it « possibly when a goal is made. Guaco 1is still wo
wondering what happened to the camp. He 1s so darned lonely that he follow
me everywhere and eats with me and railses Cain when I am out of sight.We
get along nicely.

Alright, I will use the Mahogany box you bought from Rivas.



2.

JOHN H. ROSS

Right now, hefore I go any further and forget it, I am giving you
Anita Glusker's address-

Mexican Address: Aptdo 538, ¢/o John Simon Guggenheim Memopial
Foundation. (They will forward)

New York Address: c/o Dr. David Glusker, 108 Joralemon St. Brooklyn, N.Y.

She 1s probably in New York now. I will write her soon myself.
Her letter deserves a good old fashiocned chat and I will have to have
my spirits keyed up to do so successfully,

am glad that you got some action from the Aduana altiough 1ts a
pretty stiff one they are putting over in sending TWO CELADORSS. .

3 Expect Linton, Peggy, Mary and Fred are hitting the high seas by

now i1f they have not raached New Orleans yet. Hope they got a chance to
go by way of Galveston for theékhey will be able to write me something
about a part of Texas anyway. I sort of envy them, and would to heaven
some fellow like Guggenheié!ould make me an offer tiat I could win, and
thus get a couple months' trip to the States all expenses paid. Even if

I "ad to exist on Rice and Beans = an look for the Beanery at that - and
live in an attic, I would jump at the chance.

Well, There is nothing else to write about.The dog, the Parrot and
myself gre all well. Don Alfredo told me he had received a check from you
and, I guess, feels tickled like a cat with two tails about it. He is
stil fussing with his cook. He comes over in the eveningéwo have a chat
with me.

Goodbye and good luck, Doctor, for I guess you will.go out on this
next trip of the SIMBAD; and when you meet the rest of the folks tell
them that I was sure TRISTE the evening the?left San Jose. It was so pX
pleasant the preceeding twelve weeks that I'am now trying hard to adapt
myself to the new mode of living. But we are not down-hearted} Better
times whll come.

Adios!

Yours very sincerely,

P.S. Tell Mr. Johnson = or is it Johnston?)= that he need not be afraid
to furnish more "mazuma" next year. We will do better next year with the
experience we had this year and get out more things and quicker. I will
stake my professional = ahemi!! « word -« ahem! - don't you know « on it,



Tonosique, Sunday afiernoon.
, June 19, 19232
Daar Johns

Yes, my celiardecrs came in last nighl on the Slmbede I had a
very sirong hunch that the mules would get in with the boxes today, but
Don Pencho sald it was impossible, alithough I wasn'i quite convinced, but
he cught to know bedte 5o I was thekddd when Pancho Aldecon came in a few
hours ago with the wws that they would be here last this aftermoon. Ve
haon't seen Manuel Aguilera of the Simbad sinee morning, so I'm aot sure
whetbbr we'll be off tonight or toworrow wornings But I wm going ahead and
gotting evarything ready to be off any time they blow the uhistle, so this
wili be ny last letier to you. '

I won't be far behing Lint and the rest of the erowd. Apparently
they were held up a long times I haven'i recelved eny letter from him, but
e tolegrem came yesterday from Fromters saying they would leave on the Sama
for Galveston tomorrow, londsy. layy Jeft for Tampa Thursday, probably om
ons of the duell bosta with only one statarooms Mo dldn't sey anytihing
about anyone, bul gave informalion on othexr Houts according to which I expect
to Jave Thurgdsy night or Triday morning on the Worden for New Orlsans,
ard will be only a few deys bohind thew in reaching Philsdelphis,

T have a list of thinge to get for you in Frontern: eaivas, lype~
writer ribbon. cartridges snd shiotgun ghells, I don't kaow 1t you wmnt any
mors chsep white pnper, but won't got any more for you, I have fwo more
exposires In the ocamera, and have wde & date wiih Consuelito for this aftere
noon, “Ysnlous? The cmmers I will leave with Don Pancho to send out 1o you.

 Quite o number &f megaszines and newspapers have come end I will
turn wost of them over to Todd who promises to taks thea out to you afier
he has read thems Others which may come nffer I go I have inmsirucied to be
turmsd over to Todd and yous

Todd swore thet the boxes are above hlgh waber merk, bul Don Puncho
also thought thsy were too vloge to the water, but I guess the flood wom't hurt
them or romove the ghipping marks, 7Todd is otill hore but goes wp dn a few
dayse

You nave the right dded aubout the Inventory desired, bul there is
no hurry ebout its Tharks for Anita's addross; I'll write her. Amex to your
hopes that we redurn next year; we sure did have & pleusant and congenisl
party this yvear, and ro smell part of it was due to yous Your bad luek up
rivor was our fortuns and I am happy that you were around and awilable. Ve
can Yook forward t¢ a happy time mxt yoar 1f we succesd in raising more cashe
Don Pansho is certainly the stones can't be gotten out 441l August, or meybe
Deesmber., Don't let Todd teke sny chances, but of eourss we are anxicus to see
them poons I think I shouldn't have paid him so much in advance. Suppose
sore of them gluk in the rapid?

fow T must go to ldneh; write meny of your c¢hoarful letters whenever
you feel the urgs. Good luck nnd hesta la vuelts.



Frontera, June 23, Thursday,, 1932,

Dear Johns _

I'm leaving tonight for New Urkeans., The others
didn't beat me by much, as they left Menday for Galveston,

I haven't had much luek getting the things you
want; I asked Alvaro Persz to get them for me, and have just asked
them what luck, Cenvas of 30" width no hay it seems, so I am
having some of 48" genb; probably you can find some use for the
other 18", and 1f it works you cen Fat in an order for some of
30" when it is available, uhe typewriter ribbon will be sent you.
I'1]l have these two things charged to me, They say that shotgun
‘shells will cpst more than $4,00, probably about $5.00, 80 I am
not having themsent, and revolver cartridges of 44 and 45 cal.
are not obtainable, So that's that,

1 suppose it's still lonely but thet you are
getting over it. The river must have heen very high, and may be
yet, as it rained every day I was in Tenosique and on the way
dovm,and has elther rained or been very threatening every day
here. “he best of luck to you.

Cordlally yours,



Piedras Negras, May S5th., 1933.

Dear Dr. Masons-

. T am ashamed of myself for not having written you for-
ever so long, esvecially after all the nice things you have done for
me, but you just expressed the right thing i your letter to us all
which we have recently roceived: "Jesus Christ! the same yesterday
today and forevers --- There just aren't enough hours in the day".
But I'11 see what I can 8o in the three quarters of an hour that are
at my disposal (for a man is going to Tenosigue at 4 this evening)
in the way of a letter - which is this one with all the errors and
everything. You will pardon me, I know.

In your last letter I could not fail to read what you
state about Todd, the monuments and compensation for me with regard
to the work I did in getting them down etc. etc. Now Dr. I just
helped Todd in that because he has been extra nice to me. I had the
time, and was glad of the opportunity to show him, even with that
least little bit, that I am appreciative of what he has done for me.
Apart from that, Don't you know that I am under obligations to The
VMuseum asran employee to help the work along as far as it is in my
power to do so? It would look pretty rotten of me to stand by and
just look on, when things are in a pinch (a8 tney were), anu not
turn 2 hand to keep things moving. Ite 2ll in the game, Doctor.

But I do hope Todd has a bit coming to him. I think
he needs it.

You asked me in your -letter to me, to explain how the
labor was paid for loading the boxes from the playa at San Jose to
- well, on board the Plutarco. That was paid for by Todd. He got
the money from Don Pepe Silva at Tenosique. I was at Tenosique at
the time, and Dofia Carmen, Dr. Todd's wife, drew on Don Pepe for the
full amount of labor. Dr. Todd, I understand, has a running account
with Don Pepe. I wrote the telegram to Alvaro Perez, Frontera, to
pay the Plutarce, in Dr. Todd's name as FER HIS INSTRUCTIONS to me.

Tint was saying this noon, when he was told that to-
day is Friday and not Wednesday or Thursday as he was believing, that
the time id flying. I don't feel like that. 1In fact, it seems to me
s if TIME stood stock still - well - nearly so, anyway - these past
days. June is teking a devil of a time to get here. And I am wonder-
ing if Dave is coming. He wrote "yes", but with the turn things took
up there recently, maybe his mind has changed. I'1l go to Belize,
if I have to walk from here. I want tonsee my sons and daughters.

T am sorry, but I did not have my Kodak along when
the work of leading the boxes was going on. I did not take a picture
of the operations™and am more than SOrTy NOW. And « Oh my Godl I
nearly forgot - thank you ever so much for the pictures that you sent
me. <‘hey must be in Belize by now. I cen imegine the hullabaloc
that the girls made when they saw my pi€ture. "There's the old
Walrus?"-"Took a2t him#" and so forth and so fith. It ie my intention
to drop in on them at Belize unannounced. That is they will know
that I am coming, but I will not tell them the date I will arrive.



Ite much better to take them by surprise a bit. My mother may take

a notion to pull my hair - and I swear I'll take it kneeling down =-
and then there will be tears and laughter and howls of joy, and more
tears and more laughter, and I will be gathered into the fold once
more. A few days later, I'11 be on pins and needles, rearing to be
of f somewhere, and wondering how I can braek the news to the folks
without getting into hot water. I will probably get sick from
thinking so mueh about it. I can't use diplomacy to my old lady.

She is = past mistress in the game,and besides that she knows me only
too well. ;

Well, time is up. The man is coming. Please give my
Recuxmerdos to Mary. With the very best of wishes and kindest re-
gards for yourself, I beg to remsin,

S
Yours very ;1pdérely,
( For fl /
\

LD A Dot

The man went to the kitchen to get/ a meal, Just a few words more.
On my way home I will take severzl photographs. Do you happen to
think of any that you would 1iké for me to take to send you - these
besides the ones that I will send you. The route, if Dave comes,
will be through Chiapas, Peten, British Honduras and possibly what
was old Quintana Roo. If not, I am going by way of Peten and will
take in Tikal, Usxactur and Yaloche.

Adios,. ¥Q;W;/’L/
AAA ] Y,



Piedras Negras, May 21st,, 1933,

Dear Doctor:-

I received your letter of yesterday's date (vhich I am
sure you predated as the man that brougg it said he took two days
to reach here) and have noted contents carefully. We have tried our
best to get Carmen's body, but after three days trying, we were for-
ced to give up. Nothing was found. We do hope that it has at least
reached Tenosique and that it had a decent burrial. The law here,
which is vested in the o0ld man, saye that Carmen's maletta must re-
manin here with him as also her alcances. I have gotten around that
somewhat and you can tell the mother of Carmen that when I go out I
will take most of her things together with her money. The mr law
here will have a piece of paper to heold till doomsday if he wants,
It wouldn't do him any good at all in any manner or form even if he
wanted to be crooked.

The same man brought me anothe letter from you dated at
Atena, April 29th. It seems you travel a bit faster than the meil
that Agua Azul sends out. Godd for you. Only, am sorry that it ia
all stale news and that your request came too late.

The river is coming up 2 bit. It rained here last
night. It must have rained up at the t~p sometime ago for it to
rise this early.

Just received a letter from Dave. It seems that there
is a possibility of The Warner Bros. moving picture producers, to
be interested in the expedition. It is possible saye Dave and maybe
improbable. The operator might not come.

Hope you will be able to get the necessary permissicn
from the Valenzuela zgent there to hunt the pieces of bush that wec
4alked dbout.

I am sure that you found everybody at home well. Give
all of them my love.

With best wishes, I remain,

Yours

p

ILooking over Dave8s letter, he is not sure when he is coming, I am
beginning to wonder if he will come any at all.

O0f course you have found out by now that Esparza did not take your
boxesg and why. I will send them in by Baltasar who is supposed to
reach here today or tomorrqw.




May 22nd. Dear Doctor: Mr. Satterthwaite handed me the package with some

- pictures that the Dr., had sent you from Philadelphia. He knew I
; am writing to you and begged me to send them on. Hope you like

_ them,

~ ¥ Have hunted for Carmita's felt hat that her mother begged you to
.. mention, but I have not been able to find it. I remember the hat.
. She had it when she was coming with us from Tenosique, After-
<. wards she borrowed my old straw het, maybe on account of the shade
% it gave being a wide one, Please tell her mother that T am going
to fetch with me, the clothes that Carmita had here,everything
% _except for some very o0ld ones - a couple of pieces - that I will
\ have to leave with the Alcalde Auxiliar.

.. The river is coming up yet. God grant that poor Carmita's body

. got out to Boca del Cerro so as to have had a decent burrial.

A WFunny thing, but the camp is not the same thing since she was
> “ lost. The washing of the clothes is punk now. My room is as

— dirty as a pigstye. Peggy doesn't seem to be able to get water

in hers; and the cooks look a bit disreputable. Thank God the
end is near. T hate 1ike hell to go to my house. She used to fix
it up for me, and always had water there. Now I don't even wash
my face - no water in the house., Oh hell!

When do you expect to leave for the capital?’

Best regards for everybody, especially for Violeta.

. Do you think that the Sprayer can be repeired economically? I am

sending it to you to get Rafael ix it for me.




G e el o o anl. A e
Ay T E Bopimee Bl Ct
" »\@/

i e ol

o e
R ot



	PUMu1150_02_06-001
	PUMu1150_02_06-002
	PUMu1150_02_06-003
	PUMu1150_02_06-004
	PUMu1150_02_06-005
	PUMu1150_02_06-006
	PUMu1150_02_06-007
	PUMu1150_02_06-008
	PUMu1150_02_06-009
	PUMu1150_02_06-010
	PUMu1150_02_06-011
	PUMu1150_02_06-012
	PUMu1150_02_06-013
	PUMu1150_02_06-014
	PUMu1150_02_06-015

