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July 31, 1931.

D#. Sylvamma G. Hovday,
Laboratory of Anthropelogy,
Senta Fe, New liexico.

Dear Hariey: ﬂ

Thanks for your telegram, just received. I don t see Low
I could have been so silly as to make that egregzious mistake in
my telagram —- two mistakes in fact. Of course the reading
10 Ahau 3 Pax is perfectly clear and I had used it correotly in e
ay calculationg. I was using Thompson s table in his*Gorrelation .
of¢§ayan and Furopean Calendara®, page 30, in which he gives the g
£##14 ending 9-16-0-0=0- 2 Ahau 13 Tzec, lay 8, 761, I had =
written this on & plece of paper and in my burry to get the =
telegram off to you had copied this 2 Ahau 13 Tzec in place of
10 Ahﬂu 3 Pax, -

I made another mistake in wiring that this date 1s two
thirds of & katun, It figured to 2400 days or 6.06 years, one
third of & katun. In my haste I misinterpreted this as 66 percent,
of a katun. Weege the thirde of & katun celsbrated? Are there
other instances?

T am curious to know your reason for thinking that the f
contemporanecus date of the lihtel was 9. 10. 0. O. O. The :
six dates on the lintel are all, according to your figuring, in
the fifteenth and sixtéenth katuns. Why should they record six
dates covaing a period of about eight years more then a handred
years later than the contemporary date? I presums you have good
reagons for thinking so, but I wouldn % dare to give thls date
in publication, since the date is mol recordad on the lintel,
without going into & full explanation, Béiter io ea that the
latest dete recorded on the lintel is 9, 16, 6, 12. O. 10 Ahau
% Pax which according to one of the systaems of correlation is
December 3, 757. Am I right in my figurcs ae 1o that?

The lintel arrived in good shape,a couple of small chips
off., It will be put on special exhibiticn soon. The rest of the
specimens have algsc arrived and are now belng catalogued., Some §
of those will also go on special exhibition. Hope you can get on |
in the fall to see them, ' |

Many thanks and cordial regards to you and to¢ Mra. Horley
Sincerely yours,




Pledras Negras,
May 4, 1932.

Dr, Sylvanus G, Moriey, ‘ ; i
Chichen Itza, Yucatan, elid

Dear Morley:

|
1

I believe lary wrotw you a week o
about our calamity. Five buildings of th mp burnt, including
the main b#illding, my house, that oeeupied Wy Parris and Amram,
the atelier and the kitchen, It be%an in |the\ kitchen, probably
from a spark from the stove-pipe, guess stoves weren't intended
to pal with thatch noofs., N6 one was injured and the maln house
and the kitchen are rebullt and we are back at'work after about
five days loss of digging time, But the houde 1s almost empty as
we lost most of our equipment except what wa# in use in the field.
Our notes were saved, the big camera and th ﬁransit and surveying
instruments, so we are carrying on and have ordered more films
rushed to us and expect them in a few days, I lost about 50 fine
negatives that I had made, some of them lrreplaceable as the subjett
hag been moved or excavated., Of course practivklly all the papers
went, including your letters, tables of stebae, the tracing of the
map, notes on lintel /3, etc., I had intended to photograph every
inscription and bothisiées of every stela, and yhd made great pro-
gress; now I shall probably rely on your photographs for most of ¥
the glyphic inseriptions; fortunately I had made & transcription
of the phbtographs which you suggested I make for 'you and for our-
selves and this wes saved. As soon as our films avrrive I ghall
begin taking them, Unfortunately, however, our dark room was also
burnt with all supplies, so I am taking a chance on negatives end
will take them home to be developed, This will mean no more prints
sent Fou until after we return. Awfully sorry, but we haven't time
now to develop or print and make a new dark-room, nod funds to
equip it, I believe llary wrote Fou asking you to send a new list
of stelae with notes and dates; the map also nos hace falta, but we
can get along without 1t. All drawing equipmdnt was destroyed, so
Parris can do no work on the map wntll he gets back, but is golng
ahead with his surveying., Our ceramic stratigraphical data were of
course destroyed, byt there had been little results of value to date.
Except for that, and broken cache pots, there was little in the
laboratory except severdl fine caches of jafle, flint, obsidian and
shell, The jade survived well, but the rest, especially some fine
shell figurines, are entirely gone. &

S0 ago and told you

I am esger to tell yph of a new find of great interest bo
you, In & buttress agpinst an immer wall of the temple on pyramid
#27, the temple of the three lintels, Linfon's eagle eye had spote
ted a well-ghaped stoneé bullt into the magonry, with one smooth
plaster face. We prlied it out, chipped & bit of the plaster away
and uncovered some inclsed lines, and had it brought to camp where
it has lain for two weeks while we have been recovering from the
fire. Today Lint and liary got to work on it and got kt partly
cleaned, showing incis¢d glyphs and a pictorial fipgure, It turned
out to be the right haﬁfq Then we remeémbered another simllar stone
whose preservation seems miraculous., It has apparently fallen out
of a wall, possibly the same wall and had been roliled down the side
of the pyramld last year. My foreman says he remembers it rolling
down and jumping up into the crotech of a stump where it lay a foot
above everyting else and stueck out like a sore thimb, We had 1t



Dr. Todd, who has my contract for getting the monuments
to Frontera came in a few days ago with his tractorclto, three '
teams of oxen and three wagonsi ha had been getting the road into
condition and taking the upper pert of #14 fdd which goes to us,
and #36 which goes to Cyatemala, and which were bogged down half
way over the road at the omset of the rainy seasen last June,
over the road to San Jose. lle left day-before-yesterday night
with the two parts of #40 for us and #6 for Guatemala, BSays he
will be back about May 10 with 4 wagons to take the rest that we
can afford to get out this year whichy will be #15 for Cuatemala,
lintel #4 for Guatemala, the rest of #14 for us, one leg of altar
#4 for each of us., The disposition of the new finds, the throne
and sereen and the new lintel, 1s as yet undeclded; ¥ hope to get
all of them, but I shall probably have to give Guatemala something
good in return for them, and don't see how I can figure another
large stela in my budget which I must not exeeed; we are figuring
down to pesos.now, !ish your friend Don Leopoldo would come across
with just one thousand, but it is too late to be of help now,

Lint has all thr luck thls year but he deserves it; he's
nuts about archeology and about PN, +“xpects to stay on a few weeks
longer at hisdown expe nse to study architecture, etc. Iilis burial
vanlt is about ready to be photopraphed and taken out. Not all
that we hoped but still finique. A skeleton in approximately natue-
ral position but with the bones painted red, almeet certainly.
Another skeleton, possibly two (saeritices?’. About 15 pileces of
the finest jade, some lorge but none highly carved, the largest
known pyrite mosaic mir or, 1f T am not mistaken, 25 cm aeross,
plenty of small jade beads, large pottery beads, ghell plaques, etc,
lucky we had not taken it out and brought the finds to the labora-
toey. LEnt has been doing a magnificdnt plece of work on the Acro-
polis, and is now workling on the ball-gourt;that is abowt all he
will have time to @o this year, I have been moving mountalns of
dirt but getting 1little except a few fine caches on ¥27 which were
destroyed in the flpe, I'm taking off the top of #42, andd have
found two floors at depths of about 250 em gach, but %hey are ap a-
rently very wide and I found no walls to the middle one, Then I
am driving a cut into pyramid #27 in the hope of finding a buried
temple; have found plenty of buried wglls and floors so far but am
not far enough in yebt, !

; 3 :

We odght to quit now, according to our budget, but Lint
wants to finish his ball-court and I want to go deeper into #42 and
further into /27, We wlll probably fiire all oub men but a few in
a8 week or ten days, and then work with a very few until nearly the
end of May, I'm afrald we will have to go home the shortedt and
cheapest way, and so will not be able to visli you unless some wish

to do it on their own funds. |

Excuse me 1f I don't read \this over to correct the many
errors that I know are in it, Dut 1t'g late and I have several more
letters to write., This typewriter wag the only thlnp saved out of
the office; Cod Bless the boy who gra@ped it. Otherwise I wouldn't
write you or anybody. A 2

Yow let's hear all about your trip in Campeche; we are
eager to ¥now of the results., Cordial regards from us all to you
all, and we will see you in Philadelphia spmetime this summer,

{
éCordially vours,















CARNEGIE INSTITUTION OF WASHINGTON

THE CHICHEN ITZA PROJECT

SECTION OF ABORIGINAL AMERICAN HISTORY
DIVISION OF HISTORICAL RESEARCH

Chichen Itza,
Dzitas,
Yucatan,
Mexico.
May 7, 1932.

Dr. J. Alden llason,
¢/o Don Francisco Villanueva,
Tenosique, Tabasco,
Mexico.

Dear Everybody at Piedras llegras:

This is a family letter, and in
answer to the three bully letters from
Alden, Linton and lMary, which were waiting
me here when we got back from Calakmul.

Hijos mios, what discoveries
yvou are meking! The photographs of the
new throne, and of the very early Lintel
11, found in Structure 4 at the South
Group, are great, and the former are
sufficiently elear for me to date your
throne for you. e

As you will see by my detailed
explanations below, it dates from
9¢17.1560.0 5 Ahau 3 luan, beautifully
declared as a hotun ending on what you
call the right side of the left leg, but
what I believe to be, as you will see
below, the right side of the right leg.

This hetun ending is precisely the
same as that declared on the magnificent
Stela 15 at Structure 27 in the HEast Group,
the one of whieh Frances and I found the
main part of the stela in 1929, Your
throne, therefore, is just twenty-five
years later than the beautiful Lintel 3,
which you found last year, the dedicatory
date of which I believe, Wwas 9¢16,10,040.
There can be no doubt, however, that the
throne represented on Lintel 3 is the
same sort of throne as that dedicated
twenty-five years later in Structure 46
on the Acropolis, which Linton has
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just found.

Although no Initial Series occurs
on the throne, I think the following
calculat ions are almost certainly right.

The first decipherable glyph is
the fifth from the left (in your arrange-
ment of the fragments of the edge of the
table top) marked "A" in the drawing below.
This is very clearly Katun 15. The next
glyphs, "B" and "C" in the drawing below,
on the front edge of this same table top,
very, clearly record the date 12 llanik 5 Zotz.
In view of the record of Katun 15, in "A"
just preceding, the Initial Series value
of thes Calendar Round Date is almost
certainly 9.15.18.16.,7 12 lienik 5 Zotz.

~ 4nd here is a very interesting
point. This date is only 254 days later
than the Initial Series on Lintel 3, viz:

I.S. Lintel 3 9.15.18. 3,13 5 Ben 16 Chen
(12.14) 254 days.
Throne (9¢15418416. . 7) 12 Manik 5 Zotz
Katun 15.

So much for the beginning of your
inscriptions The calculstions which follow,
and you can observe the sequence ol the
glyphs from the letters of the accompanying
diagram, almost certainly indicate that the
leg which you mark as the right leg, facing
the throne, was, in reality, its left leg,
facing ite I do not know the circumstance
of its finding, but for the purposes of the
description which follows, and the designations
I have made in the diagram, my right leg here
is your left leg (and don't pull it, either),
and my left leg, with which I begin the
inseription, is your right leg.

And if you have found a few
fragments of the glyphs from the front of
my left leg (your right) for God's sake,
find the fragments which fit into the glyph
block I have marked "F", as these ought to
record the date 10 Chen 19 Zip. Unfortunately
from your photographs, clmost this entire
glyph bleock has huge chunks missing from it.
Do some rumpecabeza work and see if you
can't find the missing fragments ol the
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glyph block "F" on your right leg =nd my

left. I note that in the two photographs

of this particular leg, which you have sent

me, that you have clready fitted in the

right half of this glyph block in the

second photograph. The later photograph

is not too elecar in this particular glyph

block, though admirable elsewhere, but I an
beljeve I detect the month sign Chen ( '
(drewn to the right)e. On second examination \__
I am far from certain of this, but I believe

your calculations on this leg, as you will

see below, stert with the date 10 Chen 19 Zip.

Perhaps at "@" (9.17. 9., 5,11 10 Chen 19 Zip)
0 s 04,10

D(right half)E(left half) Bel7.104 6.(1 3 Imix 4 Zotz
¢ 94(38)

H and I 9¢17.,10, 9 4 1 Kan 7 Yaxkin
J and X (left half) 4, 8416

L and M 917415, 04 O 5 Ahau 3 Muan
N End of a hotun.

I think you will find the above
decipherments correct. Indeced, I am certain
as to all except the first starting point,
9¢1749¢5411 10 Chen 19 Zip, but the
distance number, 1.0.,10 at "0", counted
backward from 3 Imix 4 Zotz, the Long
Count position of which is surely fixed as
9¢17,10.6.,1, gives as the starting point
of the count 9¢17.9.5.11 10 Chen 19 Zip.

And now for your new Lintel 11
in Structure 4. I am terribly intrigued by
thiss The style of glyphs, as pointed out
by Linton in his letter to me, is undoubtedly
very early. I have compared what is left
of the glyphs on this lintel with those on
Stela 29, which, according to Maler, came
from near the summit of the same building,
i.es Structure 4, and they are identical in
styles The date of Stela 29 is 9.5,5.0.0,
which, as you see, is fairly early. This
agreement of the $hgbeof Stela 29, found
near the summit of Structure 4, and of
the lintel found therein, agrees with what
I have predicted in my text that Structure
4 is one of the eaerliest buildings at
Piedras Negrase That and the building next
it, in front of which Stela 30 stands, which
dates from 9:5.0.0,0, are the two earliest
buildings of which we may be sure there, I
feel.,
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Now, as to what I assume will be
your new Lintel 12, the one built into the
back wall of Structure 27, covered with
stucco which overlies glyphs. Have you
done anything with it yet? That is,
cleaned off the stucco and exposed the
inscription below. If so, will you please
send me a photograph of the inseription?
You see, I am insatiable., Also, would you
send me the measurements, height, width
and thickness of both Lintels 11 and 129

One more thing and then I have
done pestering you about Piedras llegras.

When you take the upper right
hand corner of the front of Stela 8, will
vou have that fragment turned up on one
of its edges so that the light falls
almost parallel with the glyphs on the front?
The picture you sent me was taken from
above and at an angle, :nd does not show
the inseription sufficiently clearly.

And now, prepare for an eyefull
of news. Calakmul, amigos, was simply
amazing. Ve found one hundred nd three
stelae, being twenty-five per cent more,
even, than the number at Tikal, the
largest heretofore known. I found fifty-
one Initial GSeries, and =t between
forty-two and forty-five surely dated
monuments. The rcnge of dates on the
surely dated monuments is from
9¢9010,0,0 to 9.19.,0,0.0, iee, during the
latter half of Baktun 9.

O0f these hundred and three
monuments, at least two-thirds are still
standing. The limestone is of a very
inferior quality, and most of the stelae
have the carving pretty badly eroded. Only
one group of monuments is particularly
meritorious from an esthetic point of
view, namely the seven erected in
9,15.04,0.,0, which represents the esthetic
apogee of the city.

There is a single Initial Series
of 94¢440,0.,0, but I do not think this is
a contemporaneous dute, I believe thet
the contemporaneous date of this particular
monument (Stela 43) is about two centuries

Wi



later, roughly 9.14.0.0.0.

There were seven of us on the
expedition, myself, Frances, who took ! S
charge of the commicsary, Karl Ruppert, v,
who did the architecture, John Bolles,
who made a surveyed mep of the city,
and Gustav Stromsvik, who fturned the
monuments, excavated for potsherds, end
studied the smaller stone remains. The
remaining two were Chinese servants from
here. Ve were at the ruins sixteen days,
and brought away a nost of material.

Karl and John Bolles also
visited a site six leagues northeast of
Central Buenfils, near a place c:lled
La lMufieca (new) which was reported to
have three stelae. They found, however,
that it had twenty-three instead, and
they probably read the dates ol three
Initial Series as follows:

9.18. 0. 0. O
9.19. 0. 0, O
lO‘ 2’ O‘ O. O

The last of these is only ten
yvears earlier than the Initisl Series
lintel here at Chichen Itza. Altogether,
it was a most amazing experience, and we
returned to Chichen Itza, after a month's
absence therefrom to the day, greatly »
tired out, even exhausted, Karl down
with an acute attack of malaria, but
everybody delighted with the results of
the expedition.

It seems at last, therefore,
thst we have bridged the gap, in this one
direction at least, between the 01ld and
the New Empires, and I hope, perhaps
next season, by explorations from this
end, to finally establish contact with
Uaxactun.

Well, amigos mios, Frances and
I will be leaving here in another three
weekse, Ve are sailing from Progreso on
the lunplace of llay 27th for New Orlecens.
I will go straight to vashington, where
I will be until about the 17th or 18th of
June, when 1 am then going on to Cambridge



for my Twenty-fifth Reunion at Harverd,
which is to be held on June 20%th to 23rd.
After thaet I will join Frances at her
fathert*s in Rock Island ¢nd we will motor
west to Sante Fe at the end of June. ITf
you wish to write me here so thet yvour
letter will get here by lLiay 25th, that

is alright, if not, please address me
Division of Historical Research,

Carnegie Institution of VWashington,

909 Tower Building, .ashington, D. C.
This address will catch me any time from
the first of June to the 18th.

I am very aenxious to talk over
with you, before 1 go west, the results
of this year's field season, as well as
prospects for next. Will you, therefore,
try to let me know, either here or in
Washington, whether any of you will be
back in Philasdelphia by the middle of
June or not. In any event I intend to
stop off in Philadelphia and see Jayne.

I need hardly repeat that any
or all of you will be welcome here, where
excavations, and our mess, will be running
until the end of June.,

Again congratulating you &ll on
the splendid results of the current field
season, and trusting that you will forgive
me for pestering you about photograephs and
measurements, I Pemain, with cordial regords
from Frances, myself and all the rest of
the Chichen Itzitsg,l remain,

Como siempre,

S.9.Mm,
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Pledras Hepras,
lay 9, 1932,

Dear Sylvanus:

Don Pancho Villanueva came to visit us today, on yhis
way up river on a vislt, and furthermowe he brought us a whole lot
of good news, so all hands are happy. -

First let me congratulate you on that extraordinary find.
We are all edcited about 1it, and you must be walking on air, Things
are surely developing in the Mg ya region, Percy Madelra wrote me
in a letter received today and said he had just had lunch with Ted
Kidder who told him about your find, and also about another fine
burdal which Aicketson has made at Usxactun, He thinks, as I have
also thought, that this is the same site about which an undersized
inspector forestal told us when we were in lerlida on the airplanef
flight; he spoke of a big ruin down in that general region which
was reached via Champotom, the little rallroad, Bonfils, etc., and
we were all hetjup to go tnere but couldn't spare the time, the
airplane costing us so much., Congratulations; 1t is the greatest
find of decades in our line, :

Pancho brought us other good newsf and goods, e brought
us our films which, mirabile dictu, not only arrived only fifteen
days after the fire, but were just what we ordered, so we are all
get to go on with photography and to replace some of the burnt nege-
atives and take some more. Then he brought us the good news that
exchange is up to 3,10, which will enable us to carry on the work
for a week or two more, and possibly also get out several more mon-
wnents; also word from the Standard Fruit Company that they would
give ns the same cheac rate for-30 tons or less that they gave on an
understanding of 40 tons. Also we rejolce with our good mayordomo
John Ross who heard today for the first time from his family in
He1ize and whom he feared had all perished in the hurricane; they ¥/
are all safe,

We awalt your letter with the greatest expectation. I
wrote you only & few days ago 8o there is little more to be said,
about work here. “antiago lendoza, Government Inspctor, agreed to
let us have all our new finds, the throne, screen and new early
date lintel, sending to (Guatemala in return for them two more legs
of altar 74, I sm hoping to get our two more monuments in addition
to 12, 14, 40, lintel 3 and a leg of altar /4 for us, and 36, &,
15, lintel 74 and three legs of altar #4 for Cuatemala, and the new
things for us. What these will be I haven't decldedhyet, but they
mist be selected from the smaller and lighter ones, such as 2, 13,
25, 32 and 33, ‘ :

I hasten to send yon more information about the new

carly-date lintel; we will not attempt to dig all the plaster off

of 1t hear, being féarful of injuring it, so have contented oure
gelves with clehning the date for your study. Unfortunately alrmost
all our library was bBurnt, go we can't be certain of our interpre-
tation, veing smateur epigraphers. Also I can't send you a phoid,
but I made & rude rubbing today, out of which you may get something,
especially with the following notes. ¥he glyphs at the top are het-
ter preserved than those at the bottom, There was a double line of
sTvphs st the left covered by an initisl series introducing glyph



Pledras Negras,
¥ay 13, 1932,

Dear Sylvanus:

Just a short note. We are looking forward to recelving
your promised letter telling us of your new wonderful findj;this
should be in the next mall, Percy ladeira wrote me that he had had
1unch with Xidder who had told him something of the discoverys
good news travels fast. ~

This is Friday the 13th, but evidently the laya Gods
don't know it's an unlucky day, for we haven't had anyone injured
by falls of embotldo, no more fires or anything, and the day is
almost over. : ‘ e

i ! ;

We are potting ready td quit work and shall discharge
many meny) tomorrow, Linton will finish his excavation of the
balleourt bomorrow, and I will probably end work on pyramid #42,
1111 let him tell you about his idead en the ballcourt, The
third level of pyramid /42, the second {loor under the upoer
temple, about 5 m, below is of great interest., I cleared one half
from medial line, including firont and rear walls, and find it of
great size; rust have had a timber roof. ~ength about 18 m, if I
pemember correctly without my notes, width about 5 m, including a
benech or banquete about 130 wide. xHach of the three temples had
in the approximate center a sylindrical sione piliar blackened by
smake, indicating that the te@ple was used for the same purpose
throughout the three periods. | Now I an breaking thréugh the floor
to see if there is a fourth flpor, as there probably is. ‘As soon
as I am certain, yes or no, I'll quit work here., I'm stlll driving
8 trench through #27 at the lowest level, theving stwmuck Bedrock at
a rether high point., Thls may, take me a wcck longer. Shall also
probably continue excavations on pyramids #3 and 74 in the South
Uroup, and may have time to investigate #6 as you suggest; your
letter of suggestion was burnt, however. e shall discharge many
men tomorrow, more at the end of next weel, and probably leave about
the end of the month, i vy

i \

Linton is slowly and very metigulously taking out the
contents of his burial vaullt. The fine Lig mgsaic mirror 1s taken
out and all the pleces numpered for restoration (about 100; there
were & lew more pleces scattered which were r moved earlier and
talen Lo the camp for safg (%) keeping --= and,lost in the fire, bh
fortunately only a few. Linton took out the finest of the jade
pleces today, all of the fémeat and most highly polished jade, anc
thaet is the ralsin d'eaf of this letter. A4 large fine jaguer
head had a hieroglyphic inscription on the reyerse, of which T send
you & hasty rubbing. Lint thinks he can idenpifly a mumber of Ad
day signs. ‘‘emembering/that the two oldest W@ya inscriptions are
on jade, we hope that you may be able 10 decip er this, and that 1t
nay bturn out to have bden an heirloom with an early date.

i 4 S - ’f. b
With cordizl vegards from all to all.
/ i Sincerely yqurs.



CARNEGIE INSTITUTION OF WASHINGTON

THE CHICHEN ITZA PROJECT

SECTION OF ABORIGINAL AMERICAN HISTORY
DIVISION OF HISTORICAL RESEARCH

Chichen Itza,
Dzitas,
Yucatan,
lexico.
May 19, 1932.

Dre. J. Alden lMason,
¢/o Francisco Villanueva,
Tenosique, Tabasco,
Mexico.

Dear Alden:

Your letters of May 4th and 9th
reached me yesterday afternoon, and I am
simply delighted with the news from Piedras
Negras. Believe me, if I were only back in
Philedelphia now when you need the money, I
would guarantee, even in these hard times,
to hold up enough of our plutoeratic friends
to get you that thousend you really need.
However, I am not, and this is idle talk,
but I do so wish I could help the work
forward. Cheer up, however, your American
gold will go even farther than you think
it will if you have not changed it. IEx-
change has dropped to 3.39, so you are in
luck if you haven't changed.

And now, otro mil felicitations
for the new Initial Series on Lintel 12.
On the rubbing someone had written the
correct decipherment as 9.3.19.12.12, which
is correct. In your system of designating
the glyph-blocks the I. S. introducing glyph
is at AlA2, 9 bektuns at Bl, 3 katuns at B2,
19 tuns at Cl, 12 uinals at C2, 12 kins at
D1, 9 Eb at D2, and an unknown glyph at
El, and probably 10 Tzec at E2, since the
Initial Series number 9.3.19.12.12 reaches
the terminal date 9 Eb (D2) 10 Tzec, perhaps
at EZo

This date, you will note, is only
five uinals and eight kins (108 days) before
the end of an even katun in the Long Count,
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9¢4.0,0,0. The terminal date of this
Initiel Series is 13 Ahau, 18 Yax, and
it is especially satisfactory, there-
fore to find the 13 Ahau beautifully
recorded in your Fl. I have no doubt
that you will find the corresponding
month part, 18 Yax, somewhere in the
inseription on the remaining right half
of the lintel. I am drawing, more or
less, what this should look like, to the
righte.

This, amigos mios, is a down-
right important discovery, since it makes
your Lintel 12 the earliest dated sculptur
yet found at Piedras Negras by 1 katun,
antedating Stela 30, discovered by myself
in 1921, by just that period:

Stela 30, 9¢5¢06060 11 Ahau 18 Tzec
Lintel 12, 9,4.0.0.0 13 Ahau 18 Yax.

In view of this new find I am
more than ever convinced:

(1) That Structure 27 was built
slightly before, and dedicated in, 9.15.10.0.0.

(2) That a great deal of material
from the South Group, particularly
Structures 4, 5 and 6 thereat, was reused
in its construction, namely, Lintel 2 over
the middle doorway, and Fragment A (that
small round stone now in Philadelphia, of
which only half was recovered) and Lintel
12. Indeed it would not surprise me in
this connection if Lintel 12 had been de-
signed for either Structure 4 or Structure
5. If either of these structures has
been excavated, very careful measures of
any of the doorways found should be made
to see if this Lintel 12 could formerly
have spanned one of trem.

I see, by your last letter, May 9,
that my last long letter to you, as well
as my telegram, had not yet reached you
when it was written. These, however, you
will have received long before this comes
to your hand. I am awfully glad that the
loss by the fire was not any greater than
it was. You will find enclosed herewith



a list of all deted monuments at Piedras
Negras, together with their respective
dates, and also another traecing of our
0old map of Piedras Negras, with the same
monuments located thereupon, as well as
a tracing of Linton's new map and newly
numbered structures at the Acropolis at
the West Group. I hope these will serve
your purposee.

Alden, I am terribly anxious to
see you or Linton before I go west, as I
may not be back in the east again until
the late fall. TWhen you answer this, can
you tell me just about when is the earliest
I can expect either of you to be in
Philadelphia?

Give my warmest regards to
Mendoza and urge him strongly to let you
teke all parts of the throne to Philadelphia
as well as both halwes of the new Lintel
12, whieh I am simply itching to see., The
former would make a stunning exiibit built
into a niche in the wall of the same size
and shape that it originally occupied, and
as for Lintel 12, since it is the earliest
monument in the city, and possibly likely
to be the earliest we will find there, you
certainly want that at the Museum tambien.

I will be leaving here early
next week on the lunplace of lMay 25th
or 27th for New Orleasns, and will go
straight to Washington, where you can
reach me by air mail almost as quickly
as out here. My address there will be
Division of Historical Research, Carnegie
Institution, 909 Tower Building, Washington,
D. Cs

Please let me know there, as
soon as you can, the earliest either you
or Linton will hit Philadelphia. I am
going up to Harvard for the Twenty-fifth
Reunion of my class on the 20th of June,
and if one or the other of you are not in
Philadelphia as early as that, but would
be by the 24th, I will come back down %o
Philadelphia from Boston specially to
see youe. Otherwise I will go directly
west from Boston to Chicago.



I do hope that you can take
photographs oi the sides of the monuments.
iiine are none too good, since it requires,
first, jimmying the monuments into proper
position, and second, good light falling
almost parallel with the reiief. I did
not have this on all occasions at Piedras
Negrase.

One photograph of importance
which I find I have not is of the new small
piece (with glyphs on it) of the large
sculptured round Altar 1 at the West Group
which you found last year. Will you secure
a photograph of thct also, if you have not
already secured one. Finally, if you are
not in Philadelphia by the time that I get
there, would you have eny objection to my
getting prints made through Horrie Jayne of
some of your last year's negatives?

Well, hoping that your phenomenal
luck has continued, and will do so until
you have gotten out all the monuments you
want to this season, I remain, again, Alden,
with most cordial regurds to Linton, yourself,
Peggy c¢nd liary, and if I may be permitted,
to the other two members of the Staff at
Piedras Negras, in which Frances and every-
body here joins me.

Cordially,

j‘bt-“
SGM: EMB



Pledras Negras, Yay o8,

Dr, Sylvanus G. MHorley,
Carmegle Institution,

Division of listorical esearch,
909 Tower Building,

Wahington, D, C.

Dear Sylvanus:

No mail had come to us for some time, so your letter of Mav '
was not received until day-befors-yesterday when Fausto Aldecoapgbrought
it in with Don PanchO's dsughter Amallia to pay us a vhsdt and to bring
back to Tenosique her brother Panchito who has been syending some time
with us, The¥y are leaving in a few hours, so I am typing furiously
and making even more érrors than usual vhich I haven't time to erase,

80 ruegole dlspensarme,

You were to sall yesterday, so I am addressl ng you in
Washington, It 1s pae sible that I may see you in’'the east befo pe
you go west; at any rate I am praying that I will} I mve set the
date of departure from here as a week from tomorrow, June 5, and if
I am not q,eld up by officlal matters in _rontera, or by long walts for
boats in ‘enocsique and Fromtera, should be home by June 20th., So I
am looking farward to a session with you if pessible, It reminds me
that my 256th class college amniversapy should akso be this year, but I
have recelved no notice of 1t yet, but hope that I will get home before
1t comes of f, Unfortunately you will not be able to see Linton, as he
intends to stay on here a week or two longer making quiet archaeological
mainly architectural studles. I regret that you won't see him, as he
knows a lot more about Maya archeolofy than I do -~ I never pretehded
to be a Maya spoclalist and probably never shall be one--, but Lint
has develor d into quite a lMaya scholar and is an enthusiasst and a damn
good archeologist; I wish you could find a place for him; I doubt if
there is a e rmanent place for him in Philadelphia, tho I would like to
keep him if possible.

~ Good news from here is that stela #12 left “rontera on May
16 for Philadelphia, and may be there by the time you gét there, also
that Doc Todd got to San Jose all right with the second load of heavy
boxes, 10 boxes weighing about ten tons, making fifteen boxes of about
27 tons there now, So there are stelae 12, 40, 14 and 13 for us,
lintel 3 and the new early date lintel, the throne and screen and one
leg of altar #8; and for Guatemals atelae 36, 6, 15 and 33, lintel 4
and 3 legs of altar #8, Todd could hardly have mede 1t much later,
as the rains have begun with very humid weather and dally ralns, and
he probably could not have made a third trip even if we had had funds
to pay him for it,

I think that Linton is writing you in reply to your come-
ments on the dafies on the new throne ;(yf 80 shall not comment upon
that (don't kmow enough about hierocglyphs to do so anyway). The new
lintel, the one with the plaster on it has been packed end is at San
Joge, and I don't think I have the exact measurements, but my recole
lection 1s that 4t 1s about 100 x 50 x 18, Ve cleaned as little of 1%
as necessary, just enough to get the initial series, which I think I s ent
you together with a cruse rubbing, which was evidently so poor that you
could make nothing of it. I fthinft I pave you the date as we intervbeted



together with the throne, screem, and all the other lighter objects,
and they may be in Philadelphia time for you to see them before you
go west,

- I will get you measurements of lintel 11 before we go,
and will send you those of 12 as soon as it 1s unpecked in Philadelphia,
Linton may have the mesaurements of #ll, I am ﬁhotographing furiously
these daysp but of course I can't send you any photos until we get home
and have them developed, 0jala that they turn out welll T shall try
to get you thotos of all the things tou asked for, but a few it may not
be pm sible to doj all our men quit a few days ago, leaving us only
three, and they are not enough to turn monuments in case it needs to

be done for photographjnge.

Please g¥y¢ forgive this very hasty and short and errorfull
letter; I hope that I will see you in Philaddlphia before the end of
June and will hhen be able to tell you more in a2 few minutes than I
have the time to write here.,

Corddal regards from us all

Sincerely yours,



f  Piedras liegras, Juns 4d.
/ ‘ g e

- Dear Sylmanus: 1 ﬁ P

‘I never have time to write you a good long letter.
Haid aprives in the evening and goes out the next morning, and
I have to stay up t1ll midnight or later, and se have to hustle
through. It's eleven fifteen now, and I have lots to go yet.

Youragéf the 19th arrived teday. Fortunately I have
written you sevenal times recently, the last ons on Hey 28, =0
there is 14 tle #ore to say. The enclosed copy of your map of
P.W., is most welcome, as we have been discoumoded by 1its lack,
ss, witil Parris gets a map done, we refler to sltea by your
mumbers. It =ust have been a long job for Jack Boles, as I
- regember how 1long 1t took me to make the traeing I hady even with

mamy others helying me. The 1lst of tre'etels dates wnlch ¥o

emclosed ig alsé very welcome and helpful. and Parpls wes most

nlenged to pget {nstructions from Jack on how to shoot Polaris, .
; ! e 1

4

Itm ticked that we decipheroed Lintel 12 correctly
(we are really beglnning to doubt if they are lintels). 2s I
wrote you, it is now at san Jose. We cleared only enough glypls
to vet the date amd will have the rest more carefully done in
Philadelphia. L took e photo before we left here bub can't have.
it developed. It probably won't wrrive before you go west, but
I'1] send you encther photo as soon as it is well cleared,
The screen and glter will go out with us on mules and you nay see
that in Ph illy before you go west.

S

-

T didntt order as many films as I should have dons, and
have used them charily, generally meking two on a film, . 1he last
one was used btoday. I think I have sveryons that vou asked for.
‘mong those that were bHurnt was, or were, two fine negabives =
showing the four quadrants, the entire circunference, of altar 1.
T111 teve t o small piece that you want, but 1t will have to be a
Yodak film. The entire top is now assembled on the ground,

Ve expected Lo leave day-after-tomorrow, but the vsual
girficulties in Mexico sre holding us up., Ve can't go out without a
celagdr, for which T wrote several weeks ago. The Fraontera Aduena
just rep led that no pegueat had been received from me; unfortunately
T addvessed v letter to the former chief by name, and the chiefl nas
heen chengad, and the new man knows nothing about us, and provably
roaves less. 5o Viilanueva aid not send the mules to hake us put
today as we expected. Tt would probably be unwide to take the stuffl
acposs the border untilae celador comes, 80 We may be tled vp for
An unknown length of Time, or rather I should say I, for our food
was rationed to 1z st until Junc 18t and wili last only a few days
1onger. L am weiting Villanueva in this meil to send pules oul
wedneaday (this 1s vYridey) whether the celador has come or nob,. 5 & AR
he has not, we will all go out for lack of food, leaving the boxes
wepe. The others will probably gomdirectly doen the river and
jiome, tut I will stlek arounft Tenosique untll the boxes zot out, and
not lesve Frentera without them. GHdnton deeided that since we rust
walt o few dags longer He will probabl; be bhle to make the studies
that he wants, so he will go out w’ithg( the rest, and pas sibly before
Ao T sriay wmarw - masaethlivy aas him bt nok me.l It wikll be nlv and tuck




TRANSCRIPTION OF DR. MORLEY'S NOTES ON EPIGRAPHY OF
LINTEL 3, PIEDRAS NEGRAS, GUATEMALA

Al-B2 Initial series introducing glyph.

A3-B4 9 baktuns or cycles

A5-B6 15 katuns

A7-B8 18 tuns (gljph missing; reconsﬁructed fpom later dates)

B9-Bl0O 3 uinals " " " " n "
Al11-Bl2 13 kins

Al3 5 Ben

B13 Glyph G of supplementary series; form corresponding to remalnder

of 1 after division by 9. 3 x 20 plus 13 equals 73; 73
divided by 9 is 8 1/9.

Cl Glyph F of supplementary series; meaning unknown

D1 Glyph E of id., with coefficient of 9, meaning moon 29 days,
1.e,, 20 plus 9; moon sign plus 9.

c2 Glyph C of supplementary series without coefficlent, This means
that the date fell in the first lunar month of a group ofnsix,

D2 Glyph X of suprlementary series; meaning unknown

Bl Glyph B of supplementary series; o #

Fl Glyph A of id., with coefficient of 10, i.e., demthd's head,

Tnis means that the lunar month in whlch the date fell was
going to have 30 days, il.e., 20 (the moon sign) plus 10.

E2 16 Chen, i.e., the initial series caemplete is 9, 18, 18., 3. 13.,
5 Ben 16 Chen.

9, A5 A8 Ry A5 5 Een 16 Chen

T ' 2
K2-L2 } 9.7 1B, ‘2B, B, 185, 7 Hen . 18 fhey
‘ST-T1 - s L R B i 4
U1-71 9. 16. 6. 1l. 17. 7 Caban O Pax
U4 2

V4-1U5 9. 16, B, 18,0 19 Ahau 3 Pax
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