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April 2.:.

Mr, Eldrigge R. Johnson,
ﬁoorestown, i6W Jorseye

My dear Yr. Joggson:

I have been intending to write to you for such a long
time, and I can hardly explain even to myself why I have put it
off so long. Of course there ere always things to be done and we
never get entirely caught up, et any rate I never do, with the
demands of urgent correspondence, night Fhotcgraphic work, and -
finances. All arec always behind hand. ¥“e are called at five
breakfast at five thirty snd get to work soon after aix, the
workmen at six. Although they end work at three thirty, we
generally stey out till five, and as we must get to bed rather eurl
sccount of the early rising, the evening hours are short and busy
with photographic work, writing and figuring. If we had a photo~
grapher and a onan153~3peazing bookkeeper I could find more leisure
time. But I think especlally I have been putiing off writing to you
in hopes that I would haveo sometihiing of especial interest to report
to you, snd particularly I wanted to send you e set of phctographs
from here. 3ut although I have neither of them ready for you, I sm
not going to wait ancther day before writing you.

I presume you have heard from Mr. Jayne, to whom I send

frequant reports, how the work is going here. The camp is now

very pleasant and comfortable, I have, fortunately, a picture of
the camp, taken from across the river on the Mexicen side, end I
enclose this, It ig on & high bank #bove the Usumacinta Jdiver so
thet we have & beautiful view both up and down stream. The country
is practically unpopulated, there being a small settlement of a
half dozen houses &n hour’s ride down stream, and the next settle-
ment of equal size sbout four hour's journey up stream, and not a
house betwcen, just virgln forea t. A year ago when I came here
8l was dense forest and bush, but today we have a most pleasant
camp. When we arrived on ?ashin@ton*s biftaday, two months ago
only the main bullding was domne, “and the foreman had worked tili
uidnight the previous night gatting that done. %ut in a few wecks
we had a small house for my assistant, Mr. Satterthwaite and his
wife, another for uy engineer, ir. ,yer and his wife, one for my-
self, a storeshouse, kitchen, guesthouse, house for the Guatemalan
Inspecuor, workment?s kitchen, workmen'!s living shed, toilet and bath,
and shied for the horses, all made of palm thhteh and tled together
with vines% not a nail being used in the construction. 4 dairyman
from Tenosique orcught up a number of milch eows, poor things, of
_course, compared with our dalry cows, but at eny rate ‘have
milk, and our garden is beginning to yield soms greeaa §O. WO
1iving 4n more comfort than most of us anticipa ;



ks you of course understand, one of our prin
purposes is to take out some of the groat stelae which we
erceted at this site at five year intervals, probably fron
ebout 400 to 600 A. D., more or less. These are wonderf
works of art and are slowly going to pieces herc in the w
A1l are fallen and many are broken, Uf course all those tha
fell face up have been entirely eroded, being made of limesto
which can be cubk deeply with a knife when they are watersgo d
but those which fell face down were well prescrved when Lecbe
Maler, who discovered the site sbout 1895, turned them over &
photograph them. In the last thirty years they have ercded SOn
what, but still are magmificent pileces of sculpture., I do ‘not
hesitate to compare them favorably with the ’ssyrian bas rel
which we sre socn to lose. I do nob think: that there is a
Mayen stela in any museun in the world cutside of liexico, and
those here represent the finest period of Mayan art. I pres
that lip., Jeyne has showed you the plutes of the stelae in Bali
report, and I have sent him some photographs showing some of the
as they are at present. As soon es possible I am going to send:
you photofrephs of some of them for yourself. lNayan nonuments
are found only in !exico, Guatemala, and at onec site in Iondura
Mexico would never permi% one to leave her =zoil, and practically
all of thoss in Guatemslas are in places where thedw exportation
would be impossible. This is the one site from which they cen |
exported without immense expense, and we are %o be congratulated
‘on having secured permission from the Guatemalan Government to
take them out. A8 you are doubtless aware I hed much trouble
in sccuring the permission of the liexican éovernment to take thenm
out through Mexican territory, the only pozsible way, and this
permission was »efused in “ebruary, but this is fortumately all
settled now. o

, Fortunately we are on a river whlch becomes navigable
not far holow us. If it were navigable to this point, oud 4iffi- i
culties would have been greatly simplified, but on the cther hand if

this had been the case the monuments would have been taken to 3

Engiand cr elsewhere long before the local govermment awoke toc the

importance of their archeology and prohibited the exportation of

guch things. So I had to arrange to have a road built from here

for a distance of about 37 miles to a peint on the river from

which they can be transported by large dugout canoes for a few miles

further through scme swift shallow water to 2 point near Tenosique

where they can be loaded on large river boats and taken to the sea-
port at Frontera. #As you probably know, I was lucky enocugh to meet
in Custemels City last summer, I mean last spring, my engineer, who

Yad just the experience nceded, and I sent him in here to begin the

roed, ‘e aid muck of it last year, and it has been pushing ahead

for the last two months snd now is practically done., As soon as a

few sirall bridges over gullies are put in, and the road make last

year cleared of fallen trees, 1t will be ready, and this is promised
by ¥ay tenth. If it had not been begun by Yr, Vyer last year we

could not have taken out snything this year, but now I think it

slmost certain that some of the finer smaller stela will be taken
out this year, and I know that you will be entranced by their ‘
beauty when you see them, Uf course the road is only a wide ¢
trall over which exen can draw heavy wagons, with the bad plac

graded, and is unsurfaced so that it can be used only in thé
. season. The dry season may end late in Nay or early in <y




e A S S NS YRS e Y TR T ” g \dacs

will heve but likile time at our dlsposal thils ysar.
will cgov up, of course, but the principal ouss have sl
overcone and we feel coufident of surmounting the others &:
arlse and of gebting out some of the finest wonumentis this’

Of course Bhe expenses for this yoeawr have boen very
and the gy@ataf part of your glft will be spent this sesson.

15 dus, of ¢ 0BG, to the high overhead., This U”G”ﬂﬁﬁu Inelw
the aapwasa of uy long bteip to Guatcmala last year to secure
contract from thoe (ualomalan w@f&?&&ﬁawﬁ the &“ildimg of the
and the purchase of ihs equipment fox tis expedition which @

by
e

had to include exponslve heavy wagons, & tractor, and such
Fortunately we wowrs ablie o pu ux&&a Luese from a lwéb@r cont
i ~

>
4n the neighborhood who hiad ceased work here and could Lo soC
& riogt on the spobt for a 408 Im i lesa than they would hawve

ew in Lthe States. ~0oroe0ver mJ@?d will be salvsge on these when

w;ww hers 18 over. Lub all of thls ovorhead CRpENsC X needs o be
paid only onco, and next year the worlk can L8 carried on with a
budget of u;?G&Au-T LG ag hallf of what we have spent this year

4
wlictad

oval of Lhe sbelas 1s only one phase cef
azﬁrg¢wa are devoted to axmaWﬁtﬁﬂﬁ
tle of smsll objects of nmuasum value,
fhe ilaya .al centors and suall objects are

of rare ocC .“uu& ;m aham. Lo ape getting Lupagt&%n data on archie-
tocture ﬁxaleaqg ﬁguﬁwi*&ﬁlwﬁ and aluost certainly will dise
of high artietic value. I
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which
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found and a o1 e : ke

s i £ T T, & PSR Malay e LAY G o
Peaboedy Hugeun at 9umwayu Uy Maiﬁr cars d&o I am making e long

i
gearch for the missing onc aud for the rest of the second one
the mmall frarcent of which Dre lorley conslders the finest piece
of art in the
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o £ind good small things, such as poitery end jade we
need to find a ¢“$V‘V&r”§ or to 1@&3& the surface iiaivatiﬁ g of
gyavaa, Ve may we on the trail of these, for lr. Batterthvalte 1is

wing in a portion of the rulns vhore the strmetar@g are not
iz ?83%1?“ and wﬂﬁu% may be a domicillary region., There he lms
xbﬂﬁﬁ thre a graves and we hope hdfore lan to discover some which
econtaln cbjects of artistic end sclemnt 201c velno.

Now asince T have beoken the ice and introduced myself
to yeu, I shall write you more frequenily and keep you informed
from tdme to time cf ths course of the work of your @xy@ﬁitiam,
of its findsg and di@appaiwﬂmemtﬂ, ita &ﬁbumpliﬁﬂmﬁﬂﬁ&s its
aiffieulties, which latter we hope will be Tew, and inten ﬁ to
surmount,

Tith omr most cordial repgards, and our ennreciation to
you for having mado thils axya&itisnmpsﬁgible@ belleve me

Sincerely yours,



The thres lintals of this termple may therefore be expoected to be the

Camp Pledras legras, Guatemala.
April 28, 1931,

¥r, Tldridpe
Noorestown, -

Johmgon,

T -
srr T %?g%&r‘

My doar Tr. Jonnson:

After waiting &o long to wriits you, in hopes of having
somsthing worth wrlting about, 1t was just my bad luck %o write
you just one day oo socn. In fact I do not think that the wessenge!
had left camp with vur letter, I mean my lether of the 2lst to you,
when my worlthen Burnéd up what I am sure is the finest work of art
ever found in preColumbian Amerieca. In fact there are wery good reas
for belisving bthat it was the greatest work of art ever carved in
preColumbian imerica. Thess resson are, that théyd ert of this city,
Piedras Negras, was prooebly the nighest in the laya region, which of
course means the highest in Ameriva., The pyremid where this was found
detes from the iast period of the city when art was at ita maximum
dovelopment. ihls wes ome of, probably, threo lintels from the ‘
temple on the swawit. Ninvels being smaller than steliee were more
delicately carved and four of the stelac around this period rank as
#4d emong the most artistic. in the Maya areca {T hope to get all
four out for e Jmseum, probably three if not all four this year,)

high points of fiaya art. One, and s fragmeut of a second were found
by Maler, the €iacoverer of the site and arc unow in the Peabody
Museun at Norvawd, +ue third, which we have now found, is far
snperior to the entire one at Harvard, lintel 2, end its only rivel
for premier honora may bhe the broken lintel i, for the rest of
which I am now secking. I do not believe any lesopotamian work
compares with it for artiatic feeling, and I doubdt if any Egyptlen
object oquals it. It compares well with Greclan or Homan art,
Othems may think that I an over-~enthusiastic sbout 1t =« maybe I an,
ot I en sending von and v, Jayne pholographs of 1%y judge for
yourselvaz. Unfartunatsly 1t 1s broken and oue small part has not
beem found.  The nigh relief is badly eroded but shows well the
capabilitics of the zculpbor; many paris of 3% were in full round
relief and s-ows nerfect cormand of the human figuro in naturalistie
posess; tho low welief iz magnificent and well preserved. It is
worderf) hou well it iz preserved, for it is well over a thousand
voars 01d and when the building f£ell with its massive roof ths
1intels were thrown dowm $the sides of $ho pyranid and erushed beneath
tons of mason»y. I fecl sure that whon you soe thic magnificont
pleca of art that rou will feel that this alous is orth the cxpens
of the expedition, lorltunately 1%t is so small, about 125 x 60 x 12
cm., that 1% cen be easily breught out, and I think it very likely
that we ean bring 4% hiome with us within two months.

- :
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f this morning printing puubobramhs fo
navate packege a group of 38 selected ph
ers, lintels and “other objects lere, of
ve have uncovered, of the camp and the bull
se toarowlth 2 11T o? these ,Abtygrapne eorr@a‘

n tho bﬂcu e tho nhotograpus, & thet you .

- that yau Will consider %t the results of thi

conkimaatbion of it Tor zoveral years :
ﬂc“z“ﬂ”bg this ?eyhiusi tvat we have see

crment to woyk nere and to take oub these
vt. Hd other 'useum rms cver had an equal’

oopertunliy il ¢ if we ere allowed &c kesp them for only the .
mﬂ_'libilil.:l O{H é«rs}) K"Cﬂﬂ!!, i?’ " % b{j "'?511 wnId tj_ -h. 16’ ﬁ.l.t}}.wgh

Is *aaglJ believe that they will wevew be recalled. I hope that:
VoL W1L1 sontirme here for quite a period of yoars. How ‘that ou
road 1s fintaned and the camp built and evcw&uu&hg in running order
the expease for the “““u%ﬁg woars wlll oo vory rmch less. Although
uﬂb initial sporopriation was oxpgcted O COVOY two socasons work,
there will sincsh corbainly nob be enough 1eft, on accoumbt of the
high coas of overhead and preparatory wWori, (O sé2 us through next
oo, alch“"% tho odditicnal requiremints Ior nOXt year will not
he vary pgroat. L oan vriting today to lre Jaymns 0 ask hin 1Y he
apqrozcs Tof oy ﬁf?“?iuw home iy En %@us, lire WWyor, s¢ that he may
work at tho ”"wswm the sﬁmuew and a1l enc he aveilable
agala 18XS vdﬁf 10 o continmuaticn of thokwork here, es hoe 1s e

¥

-

;aLuable man et L depond very rmch on hime
W thy pordial pegards of all o mombors of your
expedition, bhelisve ne

3incercly yours,




ELDRIDGE R. JOHNSON
CAMDEN, NEW JERSEY

May 22, 1931,

Mr. J. Alden Mason,
Camp Piedras Negras,
Guatemala, Central America

Dear Mr, Mason:

I received your letter of April 26th and

also ths photographs., You seem to have made quite a find

and I hope the migsing piece turns Upe It is very in-
teresting. Do not fail to let me know when you return;
I would like to have a chat with you.

I am leaving on the twenty-sixth instead
of the twentieth for Europe, but expect to be home by the

tenth of July.

Yours very truly,

@Zﬂﬁwﬁig S f?i/g/%wtm
£

ERJ ALC




gay 13, 1931

Hy desr Mr. Jahhﬁ@m

1 mtmd 'kx'm Costenals on July M, and fmmd, m&ti%_ﬁ o
me your letter of May 22, which had unfortuselely never reached ms i3
Owatemela and bad been returned to this scuntry. I look with pleasurs
that you iptend %o be home about tols time and I ewould e indsed o
delighted to have an interview with you and to explain in person the
rogulie sesured by your expedition at Piedras Hegras. The specimens
sooursd by as are in this country and on thelr way here now and should
arrive very soon. ‘The fine lintel f asked to have ment cn by ezxpress
and 1t should be here next week. I hope that iU will be ready for
gou to see on your first visit to thls suseum.

I amu&%@ in &mttirzg mmaml of %he xmm- momumants
‘over our vosd %o %m river ot as the rainy ssason had sel 1in, the
river was to high to get thes out. However, thers iz & sbort dry ;
seagon in August vhwx my sgents in Temosique will employ every sffort =
to got tuem down the river snd I have great hopes that thers will be
one ar tws of im hers by Septembar or October.

Thank you for your hearty inlterest in this mﬁm. " Fith
hopes that you had & pleasant trip lo Bursps and with mticimtzsm
of m%m you in person bsi‘m.'@ long, belleve me,

Sincersly yours,

‘o Alden Hason, furator

608 ¥ilseon Mléﬁag :
: Ew me '



ELDRIDGE R.JOHNSON
CAMDEN, NEW JERSEY

July 14, 1931.

Mr. J. Aiden Mason, Curator
The University Museunm,
University of Pennsylvania,
Philadelphia, FPa.

Dear Sir:

Your letter of July 1%th for the purpose of informing ir. Johnson

that you have returned from Central America and have certain of your finds ready
to exnibit has been received here.

¥r. Johnson's return from abroad has been extended indefinitely;
however, your leiter will be placed on his desk. -

Yours very'truly,




e e e Oetober 27, 1931

ﬁ'.!sirm,g@ R. é“nimmmu Peg..
608 Wilson Building
Comden, New Jevsey

#y dear ¥r. ' dobhngon:

1 was very glad to hm from ¥r. Jayne that
you iwm returned home and I an anticipating the pleasare of
an interview with you, as you suggested in your letier %o us
of Ymy 22, at eny time and place that would be sonvenient to -
to you. I want %o tell you mere gbout the work of your
azpedition at Pledras Negras and of our plans foy the
eontinastion of the work there.

Of esurse ¥r. Jayne has told you Shat on
Hovesmber 19th we shall have s special view of the finds from
this expedition in connection with the opening of our newly
reivetalled Amaerican Hzlls. OQur fine lintel will then be
put on exhibitiom for the first time. All suthorities who
have seen $this agree that it 1z the flzest kuown plece of
?r@«wlmbimﬁmwim @ea@ma.

I would be able tu see you 3% sny %ime, eny
day m%t this Saturday aud I sm also free praciically svery
evening after this mesk and 1 shall be bappy %o hesr from yor
when it mmm ke camm&m& for you to pee me.

Mm@m 1;? HOALS,
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ELDRIDGE R.JOHNSON
CAMDEN, NEW JERSEY

S Bt

Cctober 30, 1951,

Hre Joln Alden Mason,

The University Museum,
University of Pennsylvania,
Philadelphia, Pa

Dear Mr. Mason:

I have your letter of October 27th. I
do not recall Mr. Jayne mentioning the event of November
19th, althoush he may do so later one

I will try to arrange so that I may have
the pleasure of having you lunch with ms some day next week,
and would also like to have you meet my son, who has just
returned from an expedition to Matto Grosso, Brazil. Will
you please inform me by return mail how you can be reached
by ‘'phone, as we can best arrange a date to our rmatual

convenlence in that menner.

Tours very truly,

Brgye Affrcsen

ERJ ALC
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Gctober 31, 1931

Kldridge R. Johnson, Esg.
£0% Wilson Building
Grnden, Few Jersey

Deur ¥r. Johnson:

Thank you so much for your letier of yesterday.
I shall be delighted to have lunch wiih you any day nexi week
snd also to meet your son, Mr. Fennimore Johnson. 1 hawve long
been anticipatine the pleasure of meeling both of you.

I can be reached any time durinz the day from
9:30 s.m. to 1 p.m. and from 2:30 to 5 p.m. at loe Museun here
and in the evenings at my home in Berwyn. The telephon aumber
is Berwyn 2U6-u.

Sincerely vours,

JAM/ LB

poi Y



ELDRIDGE R. JOHNSON
CAMDEN, NEW JERSEY

November™ 3, 1931,

Mre John Alden Mason,
University Museum,

University Gfl?ennsylvania,
Philadelphia, Pa

- Gl

Dear Mr. Mason:

Pursuant to our conversation concerning the

Islends on the Coast of Yucatan, Tulunn and Cosonel, can
you refer me %o any papers or books that would give me ine

formation on these Islands? I expect to talke a Caribbean

cruise as usual this winter and am always locking for points

of interest,

" Yours very truly,

G s 1 V7




Uy gevesber 3. 19300 n

N ,

- Eldridge R. Jobnson, Esq.
- £08% Wilson Building
Cuindsn, New Jersey

My desr Yr, Jobusom:

¢ Pirst let mwe tell you how much I asppreciated the

- pleasure of taklng luncheon with you and ¥r. Fennimore Johnson and
knowing you both betiter az well o8 of inspecting your beautiful yachf.
Allow me alss to thank you most heartily for your willingness %o carey
on for smother yesr the work of your expsditioca-at Pledras Negras. I
fael sure that the results, both in sclentific informetion and artistic
cbiscts will plesse you snd be worti fzr more tham the costs of tne work.

T am taking the liberty of sending you, under separale

cover, an article from my nersonal library waleh is, I regret, rather

" 0ld snd in poor confiltion. If you find 1t of gufficient fmportanch you
mey be able to secure s copy frob the government printing office in

- @ashington. It is an artlcie from oue of the annusl reports of the
gational Museusm and refers to Xester Island. TYou will f£ind 4t full of
data and written in & non populay veine snd therefore different Trowm moed
publications on thois region. Fowever, it was not Home by 2 sciensist and
I shonld mot put too much falth in his deductions and conclusions., I
rogret that Psster Island 1s not in my field of work or I might de ghle
to refor you io otner works of Importance. : b

| #ith regard to the Haya reglon I am teking the 1ibariy
of sugzesting some woris which would be of intersst 0 you and shich you
. might like to segurs for your iibrary, sspecialiy since I anderatznd the
 you intend %o visit some of tuese plases. You should get “Archeeologica
_ Studles Among the Sncient Cities of ¥exico,® Anthropolozical Series, ol
“Bo. 1; Pleld Museun of Natural Blastory, Chicago, 1289%. Znin is one of
‘classics on this reglon and will be of speciel lutersst to you becan
is the vesult of & trip rather similar to the one which you project.
1892, Hr. Allison V. Armdur tock several sclemtists on bis yeoht %Itusa®
. %5 Tocatsn and Hexlco sni this work 1s the result . of tols expadition. Not
~ only is it & classic of ¥aya studies but the incidents of yacht $ravel in




¥
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that region might be of greal imporiange $5 you. I am mot sure whether
you have Gregory ™ason's, #gilver Citiss of Tucatan® which regount bis
~ exploration along the east cosst of Yucatan where I underatand you also
intand to travel. His party also tyavelsd in a gmall Bost and the
detalls of their voyage migut be of j@mportmsce %o you. 1In ragard $o
the city of Tuluum which you proposse gisiting on the sast coast of
Yacatzn, there is a large publication on tust city entitled *Puluum®
by 5. E. lothrop. %hls ig rublication 335 by the Carnssie institute
Yaghingten, D.C., 1924, $4.50. %hile I am referring to the Cernegle
inetituta, let @s call %o your sttention s megnificent work which they
have just this year published on ilne exeavnt ions of the Temple of the
gepriors. 7This I beliewe conslste of ome volume of texts and one of
plates. It 1s publicstion bo6 end T thick the price is §20.00, but 1%
ig something thet yow should by all mesns have in your 1library. fhere Ls
slso & popalar lower priced edition of tihe same toing just ont by Barl
¥orris but I forget the mave of the publisher and the vrice. . Hoi over $5.00
: A0 b e

I should think.

: j The clsssies of travel in this region and the work mhich
first brought my works to the aitlention of tue public =re two wolumes By
John L. Stephens, "Incidents of Travel im Sentral Aznerica® Chispses inm

ypeaten, 1841° end "incldents of Travel in Yucatan in 185%%. These are of B
gcourse long out of priad bul Lesry's book store generally nas s copy srvaliable
‘48 there wae a very large edition of them. Another valusble mwork on the
Yaya published tils year is ine sgistors of the Mayans® by Gsnn & Fhnamsol,
Serivmers, $2.50. For more genmeral and less detailed works om this reglon :
there are Lhree principal. ones,“¥exicas heehesology? by Joyee, whilch you have:

sgnolent Clvilizations of Mexico® article 3,  Americsn Wuseom of Natural o
History. Yes York, by H. J. Soinden, and "“The Cirilization of the ¥aysns®
leefiet 25, Amturopology, Fleld Museun af Hataral History of Chicago. b¥y

4. B, ‘Thompson.

S ; Trusting thai these -citations will be of im%@ﬁes%;%é you
snd srain thanking you for your interest in the expedition and for the kind
hospitallty to me, pelieve me as over, e S )

EY

) S ﬁinﬁ@?ﬁ&?’?@ﬂfﬁv ‘



Hovenber 4, 1931.

¥z, ﬁiﬁ:ﬁ&g@, Re Johnson,

L 808 Wileon Building,
" Comden, B. J. Lo
Dear Nr. Johnaons , )
Ag I presume ?w realized, your latter wdl
yasterday reguesting titleas of worke on sha Fast {}W% i
usnten orossed in ‘bha weil cpe fron we ‘giving the informe
t ation which you request. w1l find a lorge M%Mfﬂm‘”ﬁ@?
in Lothrep s work on Tuluum which presumably gww &dd mm
5 it orks whioch refer %o this mw‘w uy to 1924, and since am;

$ime I oun think of none excepl Gregery dssen ¢ Gllver

Cities s:%f Tuoaton. Ikemm a’fmwmﬁ h&% gites in 1854 on

Aymour z ysoht ltuna end hos sows informetion om Huzeres,

Ummoun wnd Cozuzal Iglends; othervise these sre ii%‘i@« Erown.
Hia wumammﬂ hog kong been out of print &'Eﬁt x
imwm%@ﬁ shon I woa &t ‘W ald Huseum in Seplanber ’%sm, thﬁ’g‘
ﬁz ww@n

e ofy sale. ’é"w rRny yo: aps thepe tm volumes ?mw %Rﬁmﬁ %m

duad, fmma & few copies in the Lagement snd ﬁmﬁ

s, msa wh you grob one mm ﬁ %%m

tm ahie, &nﬁ, -

:?;‘w rmﬁnmﬁ GRED. gm. i gan thirk of no mmf %wm *5’%':@ %ﬁ%%

%@ ﬁ?‘*ﬁ%ﬁ% 1 %mmm& in. my letter of ymfzm@&y.
%ﬁ%& @mmml Wg;m&m %&ww m

e, o AL




ELDRIDGE R.JOHNSON
CAMDEN, REW JERSEY

Hovember 4, 13531, -

Hre. John Alden Mason,

The University Museun,
University of Pemsylvania,
Philadelphia, Pas

Dear Mr. Masons

I have your letter of Wovember 3rd
and thank you very mucn for the information contained

therein., I shall secure the copnles that you have 0

recomuended and I am sure they will be of great as=-

sistance to me.

Tours very truly,

é%gké%QZﬁﬁQBi@iﬁzgi%fﬁii4afﬁem
s




ELDRIDGE R.JOHNSON
CAMDEN, NEW JERSEY

November 4, 1931,

Mr. John Alden Mason,
The University Museum,
University of Pennsylvania,
Philadelphia, Pa.
Dear Mr. Masony

I received the Smithsonian Iustitute Report
devoted largely %o the Easter Island. Thank you very much
for sending it. This looks like real information. If you
know of any other papers like this gotten out by any other

museun, I would be very pleased to lmow sbout theme I

thinkt it is guite likely that the British Museum has issued

a report something like this. It is astonishing what a
lot of romance has been written about this Island. It is

a it unusval, but no more remariable or mysterious than

thousands of other locations. " X

Tours very truly,

Flondys 19§

&
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ELDRIDGE R JOHNSON
CAMDEN, NEW JERSEY

November 7, 1931,

Mr, Joln Alden Mason,
University Museum,
University of Pennsylvania,
Philadelphia, Pae

Dear Mr. Mason:

I have your letter of November 4th, and

thark you very ruch for the list of books you sent me in
your previous commnication. I have arranged to order them

and I will no doubt get the information I recuire when I re-

ceive them.

As to the two papers which I received on
Baster Island, do you wish 'these returned; =nd if so, how
long may I retain them?

I am sorry, but I will be unsble %o attend
the special exhibition of the Maya sculpture work, as it
oceurs oén 2 date which comes within my Bermmda trip.

Thanking you very much for your kindly
assistance and informstion, I am

Yours very truly,

ERJ ALC




~ ‘ Yovenber 25,

Eldridze 1. Johnson. Eeq.
608 wilson Building
“Qandsn, Tew Jersey

Desr Mr. Johngon:

" 1 hsve been lax in replying to your kind letter of
_ Yovember 4 snd that of November 7, wut I knew you were on your trip
f to Bermuda and we mere up %o our ears in work getting resdy the gpecial
exhibition of ne Piedras Negras material and the newly reinsialled
American halls. I regret greatly thual you were not sble to be here for
the opening and hope that you will soon come out here and let me show
the exhibits to you.' The new lintel in perticuler mekes a beavtiful
effect and is adsired by everyone. '

I asked Vr. Fall to zive me a blbliography of Ecster Island
which he very kindly did but I then discovered that one of ay collesues
in Germany, Dr. Lelmann, had published in 1907, in one of the anthranslogy
perisdicals, = complete biblingraphy on Easter Island up %o that time.
I thoughit a cony of this wosld be more servkceable and less trouble so X
wrote to Tr. Lehmann askinz him for a reprint. If he sends me one, 8% b
hope, I shall send it to you with the additiocn of a few more that have -
aopeared since 1907; if not I will send you as full 2 bibliozrapy as I csn
@ith the citation of the periodical in which Dr. Lehmans's was orinted zo
that you may look it up.

o SEERTL SRS

35S

: You agk about returning the articles which I eent you. TYou
may have noticed that one of them is from the museum library and must
aventually be returned but we have it 2s & reprint in another article so
there 18 no harry for it. The other is from my personal llorary bat 19
now out of my field and you mey keep 1t 1f you wish or raturn it to me when
vou a0 lsager wani 1b. ‘

' I regret that you were not hers to hear the lgcture by Tr.
§. G. Borley of the Carnegie institute in Weshingtomnhers last Jaturday -
He geve the work of your expedltlon at Pledras Negras the highest pralse.
Sinee you are plenning to visit Yucatan this winter or spring 1 think you
would find it most pleasant snd advantageous to you to meet Dr. Horley who
is in charge of the work at Chichen Itsa, the most important work now being
dons in Americen archzeology 2t the site which you will certalnly wand to
eisit. Dr. dorley ia mow in the East om & lecturs tour and I asked him _
what date woull be possidle for him to have lunch with you as hiz evenings ~
. are occupled with lectures. He mey come over from Eew York on Taesdey,
. Wednesday or Tmrsday, Desester 1, 2, or 3 or if these dates are not
ito yon sither the 15 or 10 of December, pre 1y the iatie




ﬁavemh@r 25,

i sincerely twua% that you will be sble to nake an enzagesent o mest
Dr. Horley. He has all the funds that he needs for workiag at Chichen
80 you need not hesiiate a moment for fear of solicitaticn. ' Fleas let
m8 know 53 soom &8 possible If you can meet him asd on what date in
order that I may advise him at opee. I hope Hr. Fenimors Johnson will
be sble to meat hia alsp. :

s

g sre all working sirenously endeavoring tﬁ reise funds
b %o carry on for snother yesr at Pledras Hegras. Trusting that you had
a &elightfgl trip to Bersuda, believe ms as sver,

Sincerely yours,

e 9
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ELDRIDGE R. JOHNSON
CAMDEN, NEW JERSEY

Novermber 27, 1931,

Mre John Alden Mason,

The University Museun,
University of Pennsylvania,
Philadelphia, Pa.

Dear Mre. lason:

I have your letter of llovember 25th, and I
will be very 1’1‘ indeed to receive the bibliogravhy of Zaster
Island if you succeed in securing a cooy.

Ags to the articles you sent to me, I shall
bz very cereful to return them both {o you as soon as I have
had time to read them carefully, wnich I thinlt will not be

il during my winter cruise, as work is piling w on me
to cuch an extent that I will only have time for business
te'r."* wnvil I (*et away

I an very sorry I could not hear the lecture

of Dre Morley on Pledres liegras. Some of ny guests this
winter are most enthusiastic on archaeology. Do you suprose
it would be mossible to nay a visit to Pledrss llegras; that
is, could we go and come on one day-, sort of a picnic?
I well understand that there are no accomodaticns for a
longer stay.

I would certainly love to meet Dr. Morleye.

It has been one of g great ambitions to see Chichen Itza.

I certainly would be pleased to visit the same, Can you
give me any informaticn as to how it could be accomplished?
I fear from your letter that it will be immossible for me to
meet Dr. Morley, as I must leave by noon of December third
and shall not return until about the first of Aprile ZEvery
noment of my time between now and theethird ig called for
by some important matter and then sbue, However, I see no
eason why my son, HMr. Fenimore Johuson, should not meet
hinme. I know he would be pleased, and I =m handine him your
letter in the hove that he may take up the matter with you
and secure a dote that will be m:.tmlly convenient,

B o s N




that I will supply

Ld

I.have just written to Mr. Joyne
year. I suggested

the funds to pursus your work for another o
to him that he find somecne to take my vplece in the excava-
However,

tions of Ur and leave me free to Piedras lNegras.
so far hie has been wmzble to do so, but I can assure you tha

your work can gc on for another year, at least,

Yours very truly,
- Hlsatss A W

=
s

J ALC




 tell you how delighted we are that you have been able to fqaranish the

‘to end of Jerusry and I feel gure that you will find the result of the

you and glve you the desire informaticn. Could vew t8ll me shout whew in
- your itenery you plam to resch Tucatan® 1 think Dr. Horley will Legin work

. you can leave the ruins at noos on the following day and get back to Merida

. camp at Pledras Yegras but I fear that this will be impossible in the suort
" time you have ab your dispesal. The site is a bundred miles or wore up the

which you could see it would be to angege an mhi‘bim alrpdidos end fiy up f

Yovembor 30, 1932

Eldridge R, Johason, Bsq. : -
608 wilson Building
Camdsn, Hew Jersey

Dear ¥r. Johnson: 3 ! .

T should have veplied imaﬁiataly o Saturdsy %0 yuor
letter of Vovember 28 but I was buey all day with a visitor. I cannod

fande for saother yesrs work at Pledras Wegras. We shall be off Sownrd

negt sezsnn's work such to justify the outlay thal you are kind encugh
to glve us. : .
1 an sc sorry that you will not be able to mst Ur. Morley.

1 sent him a hasty letter on Saturday suggesting that ne write %o you and
inform yon of the best way of seeing Chichen Itza which you must by all

mesans soe. I presume thet during your sbsencs letters sent te your Camden
address will da formerded to you. I presume that Dr. Morbey will write

there serly in Janusry. He will meke arrangenents for you to see the sile

if you get thers Bslivve ke does, but 1t wonid be so such better if you

visit it while he is there and at work. It will mean a trip of several days.
The yacht will land at the port of Progreso from which polnt you =lil have
an hours ride by suto to the capital of Yucalten, Herida. ¥rom there you teke
a trein in the esrly morning, get to the nearsst rallroad gtetion at sbout b
noonm snd have en hours auto ride to Chichen Itza whers thers are most pleassnt
econveniences for staying and seeing the ruins. If you caunot spere more time

at snight. If you can spare ancther dey, and 1 strongly asdvise yoa to do s0,
you ecen .alse see the second largest ruin iam Yucatan, Ozmal, leaving ¥erlds
in the morning and returaing in the evening. This can only be done by the
help of a men in Merida, Mr. Barbachano, who rung a tourist sgency. 1 will
take the liberty of sending you & letter of imtroduciiom to bim.

It would be a graalb ;}w tc us 11’&@“@ shle %o visit the

Usuascinte Biver which I fear would not be nmavigable for a bost of the
draught of your yacht” and it would take several dsys %o make the trip Uy
emsll river bost. Then from $he hesd of navigation 1t would faje you at
lesst @ duy to reach the eamp. 1 am afrald thet the only possible way by



*

there from the port of Carmen. You could probably land on the river withinm
& few miles of %he rulns. I you would eare %o give this suggestion any ;
consideration, I would be delighted ¢o glve you further information and advic

: I hops that Mr. Penimore Johnson #ill be able to meke an
engepement to meet Dr. ‘k&rlsv 28 vou suggest and I would be very pleased
to hear from him in this sonnection.

woeld be & great trest ©O soe you and your party al Pledras

ams conld you find 1% possible to get there and you need not worey about
: 'lani"t of ssesmsodations. ¥e could puk you up comfortably for as long =8

YyORTEERRY cars to stay. But if thet is impossidble by sll measns see Chichen

mm and Usazal and T shall be delighted to do enything thet I can to assiss
yen ia this,

Thenkine you azain most heartily for yaux? mupifisent 2103
snd with ny wost cordisl wishes for s plessant crulse, believe ne as ever,

Sipearely yours,




ELDRIDGE R JOHNSON
CAMDEN, NEW JERSEY

-

Becenber 1, 1931.

¥r, John Alden Mason,
University of Pennsylvania Museunm,
Philadelphia, Pa.

Dear Mr. Mason:

I have your letter of November 30th.
According to my present plans I expect to board the CARCLINE
at Wilmington, North Carolina, January 15th. Other guests
will join me at Miami in three or four days, which woudd
bring the possible sailing date from Mieml up to the twen-
tieth of Januarye From Miami to Yucatan is only a short
trip. Whether we visit Yucatan and on what date would
depend entirely on Dr. Morley's advice and the disposition
of my guests. Personally, I shall certainly tale advantage
of the first opportunity to visit the ruins at Chichen Itza.
It is even possidle that I might fly lnto Piedras Negras and
other points of interest, tut I would not care to do so unless
my son accompanied me or someone else who would be an in-
terested companione.

A% present I will not fix any dates. It
might be that we could not do anything of this sort this
year, as we may have ladies aboard who would not care for
this sort of thing and whom we could not leave very long
alone on the yacht, so I can only leave it this way, that
I should like to seée as much as I can whenever I can, but
I will make no plans until I hear from Dr. lorleye

Yours very truly,

%‘f»’:{g S 4 y‘/ﬁdm

ERJ ALC




Decenber 11, 19

~

Wr. Eldridge E. Johnson
608 Wilson Building
Canden, New Jersey

¥y desr ¥r. Johuson: :

 Agafn I must apologize for walting so long in anewering
your kisd letter of December 1, but there ssemed to be no urgency about it
and I have been tremsndously busy every moment. U, Morley wrote me
sxpressing his great delizht that the work at Pledras Hegzes is to continmue
for mnother year and told me he had sritten yow promising his hearty
hospilsiity when you visit him at Chichen Itsa. I presume that you received
this =nd answered him. ¥e will be here sgain on the morming of Tuesdsy the 15,
sod 1 will then eee thst all possible arrangenents are made for your entertsine
ment end comfort while at Yucatan. I will erite you again shortly thereafter.
1 =m sure that Dr. ¥orley will also malks srrangesenis so that vou mey geb
‘$hpough the rather amnoying Customs, immizrations and other official iroubles
' of entrance st the Bort of Progress, Yucatsn. ‘

I think that in my lest letter I gave you a brief description
of the methods of resching Chichen and I imagine that Dr. Morliey hss written
you in more detail end if not 1 will zsk bim %o do so. z :

1t was with the greztest delizht that I-lsarned by your

ietter gnd slse from ¥r. Fennimore Johuasa, that you are actually considering
" flying io to visit our camp at Fledras Wegres. You can be certaln of a most
cordial welcome end & plemsant stay for as long as you are eble to remain.

1 will endeavor to see Vr. Pennimore Jéhnson snd to zive him more details
than I am able to zive you in this letter. After we leave here, waich wiil
be towerd the end of Jemuzvy, correspondence with me will be rather difficunlit
and slow. There 1s & telesraph office at Temosigue snd mail should also be
addressed thers. AL¥ mall gets to the 3tate of Tabessco rather guickly from
Yucatem or from the United States but from there it tekes a long trip up the
. tiver ard may be many days zetting to Tenosique. From there either mail or

~ telegrams must be brought in %o cur camp, & trlp possibly twc daye, by the
. mext person going over the woad and that maybe a matter of seversl days. Theve
" 4{s no lsnding fisld in that rezion for airplanesand the only way of reeching
" us is by way of hydro plans or sea plane. Thers is s 1ins of Mexican planes
which fly around the southern coast of the Julf from Yerg Cruz 1m Hexico to
Merida in Yucetian with landing fields st Villahermosa la Tabasco and Carman,
or Laguma za 1% %o also cslled.in the State of Campeche. Bat enly terrestrisl
airplenes sre used on tile route. The Pan American kirwvays use hydro planes
or smphibians leaving lMiami snd stopping at Havana, Comarel Island off the
coast of Tucatsm, and at Belize. The most feasible plans to enzage would be .
a Sikoraky amphibisn from the Fan Anerican Alrsmays wmhich would leave the lagunn
or Cosumel Island and Fly to the landlng field at Carman and could stop at
Janding field at Yerida or at Campeche. And I strongly advise you to ¢

LS



get pilot Fraok E. Ormsbee who was our plilot last yesr when Yr. Percy C.
Hdadeira, Jr., ¥Wr. Gregory Yascn and I flew over this route. We can
recommend him most highly im all respects. Oun this trip you could alae
see the magniflcent ruing of Palsngue farther down the river from us and
those of Yazchilan farther up the river.. These latter rulns we could not
see on our trip althou:h we flew over them. They were hidden im the deep
‘forest. Last spring the Mexican govermzmead put a careteker thereand they
are now partly cleared and visible. ;

, The river is very w»ide at Tenosique and you can easily land
there as we did and you should inguire for my agent, the principal merchant
of the town, Sr. Francisco Villanueva. If you can lei me koos ithe date or
aoproximate date whem you will arrive I will plan to be there mysell or have
someone: alse there who speaks Tnzlieh a2s thers may not be any Eaglish spesking
persom in the down. At present there is an American doctor there Ir. Y. c.
Todd, but I hope that e will then be with me hauling the moumumenis over the

road. If @o one is there T shall at leest have a letier for you advising
vou of the best method of reaching our camp. The river for possidly 10 miles
above Tenosigue is brosd and not swift but above that there are meay rapide
with spaces of slov water in‘Between. Just at the camp there are rapids bmt
- 1 an certaln that within a few miles there are spaces of smooth water where
the airplene can descend and arige without- danger and I will mske it my first
duty upon getilng there %o ascertain where the nearest stretch of smooth
water is snd will immediately send you & letter with that information and will
send & cony of that to Tenosigue in care of Villenueva. If you fly as for as
Yaxchilae 1t will require 2 empacity load of geeoline $o gzet you from Carmen
there anl back, unless you have fawsr passengers than the total of alx,
locluding the pilot and raldo operator, than we had.

0y : I think this ls all the information that I can give you a$
present althouszh I will endeavor to see Vr. Femaimore Johnsen and have & more
detailed telk with him upon fals eubject. =

: A : Plahing you & very ¥erry Christmas and a Happy Wew ?&ax;" /
- hopiagz to see you in Piedras Negras, and again thankimg you for your intereat
ip msking snother year's work at this site possible, believe se as ever,

Sincersly yours,
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ELDRIDGE R.JOHNSON
CAMDEN, NEW JERSEY

Rinchuwst,
vecsmder m«,

rs JOhn ien
T} e U*uver ‘it v Museun,
Lnivevﬂlty of Pennsylvania,
Philadelphia, Pa.

n Mason,

e

ear Mr. Mason:

I have your letter of December 11, 1931,
wihich I do not think I have acknowledged. I thank you
for all the information, which is of greait value to me.

According to our present plans the CAROLINE
will arrive at Beligze sbout February the seconde Belize
T

is the only safe port that can accomodate the new yacht,
as she draws over geventeen feet when fully loaded with
fuel and water, as she will be on this trip.

As to visiting Pledra not
figure on the flying nart of ite I and
do not care much about malting a start, but I am very anxicus
to see the ruins of the Mayas, all of them, and my keen

desire may over come my timidity. Mr. Fenimore Johnson

will be mﬁm me, and I have no doubt but that he will talre
advantage of your kind invitation, =23 may perheps others

of the CAROLINE's guests. Any further instructions

or information you may be able to sive me will be greatly
appreciated.

I expect to leave Boxwood Court, Pinehurst,
North ﬂwmlina, on or about Jamuary 15th, and ml’lﬂl, ”‘lorlda
about Januery 20th; from Miami to Nassau, and then to Hevana.
After Belize we 20 to Panama and then on to the Galipazos,
where I hope to get some submarine pictures.

If I were a younger man I would lile to
Join you in your work, but I fear I am now past hard
physical exertions and I do not stand rowhin&“ t very well.
My son is good at such things, however, and v s you gould
get him interested in Uaya invpstwamon. I do *1; like
hig Brazilian adventures over rmich. '
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I see new wonderful discoveries have been made in
Columbia, They are no doubt the Incas, an early settlement,
I wes exmecting somethine like this, and I believe that guite
extensive cities or remaing will be discovered, The digm-
coveries on the Indus are also of great immortance., Some
dey science will he forced to admit that human cul ture
xisted prior to the Ice Age, and then they will begin to
nvestigate the Aretic ang Antaretic for early man,

e (D

Wishing you the best of luck and all tha Joys of
the season, I am

Yours very truly,

=

ZLORIDGE R. J OHIISON

Y




im preparing the reparte of last years work which Mr. Jayne wante o bave

%0 pay transportaztion and freight out of our budget then 1t wouldweeenm wlse:

‘ ~vhen we will leave but it will *pm%!nly be sometime  in Pebruary.

 knows and as I think I told you, the only port for Yocatse is an opes Foadstead. :

‘$hink that if there is a storm ships must pat out end wait outsids until after

Br. Lﬁl&s@*i@gs B. Johngon
Boxwood Conpt.
Pinetmrast, North farclina

Pear ¥r. Johnson:

I was pleased to recsived your kind letter of December 26
which I found awaiting me on my return from the Christmes mestings of the
dmericen &nthropological Association at Andover, Mass. At that mediing
I gave a talk on the beautiful 1lintel from Piedras Wegrzs and Yr. Satter-

thwalte gave an address on the general results of the expedition. I have
been intending for & lomg time %c send you some %hmt@grmm of the work
and shall 2y to do o as soom as tone photogravher has time %o wake them.
I zhall send you = pholozranh of the lintel i.mwdiﬂtalj 2g 1t 1z worth
framing.

#e are all hard a® work meking preparetion for leaving snd

campleted before me leave. I have beem promised free transportatics for

the party on the boals of the United Frult Company but I ar mot sure shether
thelr boabs run in the region which we must traverse. I have written to the
President of the Undtsd Fruit Company %o aek sbout thiz and also whether they
can glve us free freizht for the momuments and small specimens. Our plans for
deperture depend very largely on his reply. If the entire cost of pagsags for
the perssnnel and frelsht can be secured free from him then we will have much -
more funde for our excavaiions and will be able to leave earlier. If we have

$o postoone our departurs until the westher is at its best and to work at™
tne maximum of efflciency for a shorter period. %% is therefore doudiful

I presume thsat y;m have been corresponding withDyr.  Morley
m huve aboutl settled your plans for visiting Chichen Itsa. You wmst by all
maang weke every effort to ses that besutiful site. As of courss yoar captain

There is a pler thara which stesmuhips tie up to but I do pot know the max lrn
draft of boats which cen tis up at’ ‘this piar. At any vate I am inclined to

the atowm sbatses. larger hosts such as thoss of the Sard Line iay several milea
suteide in deeper water, pagsengers and freizit are brought ashore in smsmll
bozts. %here is mo resson of couree why the CAROLINE could not 4o the ssme
bat if thers happened to come & stoms during the time that you were there 1%
might be necessery for you Lo ®malt some time %o got ashore or sboard. However
if this is the only way you could ses Chichen Itss it is wmell worth any trouble
you might go to. When I was down there there was no wey whatever of getting
to Bemm to Yerida but I havg been tolid that an &12’53&&% aa@pmy. gmhahly



S e e s

4% has a deep and wedl protected harbor. The eity i1teelf is not particulardy
“interesting because, although 4t is the oldest ¢ity on the South Anerican maigland

Bome of the plages referred to in my archaesclogical rapors cen be reached by &nkbm

the Pan Awerican Alrways, now has a lins of exphibian planes which iy
Bollze to Yeride and then %o Havana or Cosumel Island. I presune that
or Nr. Fenimors Jolneon hawe ascertalned the truth of this frem the gonm
88 Ur. Percy C. iadéira, Jr., informed me that the maasger of the Pan &
Alrvays wrote him that you had been making such inguirisa.

1 do not velieve thars is anything I can add to my form
regarding other dstalls of airplans travel in thie region. It would be n
delight if we could look forward to sesing you and YWr. Fenimore Johnson snd
other mezbers of your party at Pledras iegras. Some time ago I wrote to uy
correscondent in full detail snd asked him to ascertasin where on the river 1
the nearest place to the camp that a bydroplans could descend and arige again
I #ill write you as woon as ! hear anything. I will keep you informed from
time to time of our plans for departure 20 we can be ready for you if you
succeed in making plans to ¥4sit us, as I hops you will.

I beartily agree with your hope that ¥r. Fonimore Jobnaon
will show interest in excavations in the “aya region and I feel certain that
after he has seen Chichen Itss, our work at Pledraa Hegras and other Mayan
8ltes, that he will be most interested. 1 will be delighted to HNeOTrase
his interest in any way and I ezend to you both & hesrty lavitation to join
us in any work at any time, for as long as will bte convenlent to Fou.

You spealc of wonderful new discoveries in Columbia. Peraonslly
I hzd not read about there but somecne told me that he had reat in a paper about
an exirsordinary find of gold objects in that countey. Thede large finds arse
generslly made in ths highlands of Columbia whers ancleut Chibcha and Quinbaya
had very nhigh eculture, probably next highest after ¥eyss and Mexicans agd
Peruviens. While rather similar in culturs to the Ingas of Pgru, they had na
historical connections with the Inses. Another very intercsting chiture of
Columbla was is in the reglon of Senta Yartao on the Coribbean ccast. I was
down there working for Fleld Museum of Chicsge in 1922 and the first part of
wy report on the work is just off the press. I will be delightad to eond you
& copy of this at once. Mr. Oregory ¥ason has Just returned from work im this |
reglon where he conducted o Joint expedition for ws and the gye Wuseum. Pospidbly
you are thinking of including the city of “ante Yerta 4n your itinerary this year

it wes sacked eo many tdmes by pirates that no old bulldings revein. However,

mobile or by shors horseback rides from the eand of anto roads and you might find
this & plessant experience. The beantifnl Snow-canved wountaine, 18.000 fest
bigh snd only 20 miles foom the scart, are vonderful to see if they can be ssen
at this sesson. Phe ld town of Cartegena, a 1ittle Purther west, i2 & more

interesting place since the old Spanish walls are still in perfect conditio
Poasibly you gight find it convenient %o vislt thle city during your trip.




Jenusry 13, 1932

¥r. £, 8. Fenimore 4ohuson
West Jerasy Trust Bullding
Cernden, New Jersey

Dear Vr. Johnsond

¥y. Jayne showed me this morning your recent letter in which ’
you solicit his help in getting governmental permission 30 that your father
will not be inconvenienced by unwelcome delays and ezpenses while visiting
Yexican ports. Nr. Jayne asked me for sdvice and help in %his malter and I
have ziven him some suggestions ghich I presume he will follow. He wlll
probably srite to you aboul them. The import of my suggkstiens to hixm was
thot he should in additiocn to addressing the Seeretary of State, also toke
up the matter with the Mexlcan Ambassador in %as ington. Unfortunately the
arhassador has been chanzed and altiough I was well scyuainted with the former
minister, Yanuel Tellez, I am pot acguainted with the present cne woo I think
is Sr. Puig y Cesarsunc. On account of this I think a letter from Wr. Jayne
will carry more weight than ome from me. .
1 have written to your father several times and given him 2
rest deal of information and there is litile more I can sdd. I have zone
hrouzh the port of Frogreso only a few tiunes and I am not acquainted ®ith the
#ficials there oo thet I can zive you o0 nelp at that poinmt, but Dr. dorley
s certainly well known to them and probably has considerable influence there
acd I snall urze him to mme this influence to see that vour father is relieved
as far s possible of inconvenlences there. I understsnd that Dr. Horley
hae had considerable correspondence with your father and I presume th=%t he
has alresly done something in this matter.
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As regerds landing in Cozumel Islznd, the principal town om the
galand is very small zad I 4o not belisve that there is any American Consul or
consuler officer there. The touwn is called Sen Miguel. We visited it on our
sirplane trip and were hospitably entertained by the comandante who was then
and vossibly is still CGen. tpeving. I have already written him a note asking
nim ¢5 show you all possible hospitality. I do not know anything sbout the
denth of tune water off Sen Yiguel but I presume you can anchor rvather close fo
it. The lagoom there is the port for the Pen fmerican sirweys. It 18 6 or 8
miles north of Sen Miguel. : :

As regerds visisting the ruins of Fuluum, you should do so by all
zesns; as you stale there is no port there and you might have to anchor some
distance gutside since I think the water deepens slowly. Thers is uo popule-
tion thers but the Mexican government keeps a cerstaker there eho keeps the
roins cleared. This men i3 an empleyes of the Departaments de Honumenios
Frehispanicos under the Secretaria de Edecacion Publica in Mexico Oity, the
director being 3r. Jose Reygodas Tertiz. I ehall immediately write to 3. :
Reygedas inforaing him of your proposed visit there and asking bim to great J
afficial persission. I am nok sure if permission from other governuental .




o V‘W‘;:,

authorities is fequi?ed to allow you to land on tie Coaat where there ig
0o port. 1 presume that .if other

per:cission is required 1t will be
received through the State Deportaent or thirouzh the Yexican Ambassador.

¥or more detalled iafornation regarding the esat coast of
Tucatan, I suzgest that you write to M, Gregory Uason at 63 St. John Fiace,
Hew Consan, Conn. Yp, Mason was not only on the airplane flight with Yp.
Madelra and me, but also several years before this travelled along this
ccast in a small boat and knows it far better than I do. You probably

know his book, %Silver Cities of Yucatan® which he published as a result
of his trip alonz that coast. - :

A® regards the airplare flizht o Pledras Hegras, 1 have -
sent your father all the information that I can and I presune he has referred
it to you. I am sorry that we cannot look forward to s@einz him there bug
I hope that you and some of your gussts will find it po:sible to maks the
flight. 1 will wtite your father concerninz this as soon as I have any
edditional information., If I can give you any further help plesse do not
hesitate to ecall upon me.

Cordlally yours,

Po 8. It i3 nearly oclosing time, or I would write you
more at length regarding the trip to Pledras Negras by water
and land, Probably ¥ will wrltae you again tomorrow and rive
you more details about this rips I want to get this letter
off tonizht, I feap you may be too busy getting ready for
your departure on Honday to take the time to oome out and
talk with ne concerning these detailg, If nore convenient to
you, I might sec you in tha ity souetime for an hour or go.

I an mighty busy too, getting ready for departure,

I am mailing yeu today the large map of Yucatan, It &g
rather old, 1907, and, being lexican, probably not acourate,
but 1% gives umore towns and is on o larger sizs than any
other map that I Xknow of the region. 1I have-had Ur., Suttere
theaite add on 1t the course of the Usumaoints River, Palenque,
Tenosigue, angd Piedras Negras. If you muke the trip by lend,
you must by all meanag take another couple of daye and soe the
ruing at Palenque, gsome of the moat besautiful and beat pre-
served 4in the U= roglon. The bulldings are very well proe
served and well cared for. A% Pledrag Negrae we have no
standing buildings, but the carved monmuments are the fingat
in the laya region,

Hagtily,




»

¥r. Hldridge R. Hohnson
§. 5. CAROLINE
General Delivery

' Colon, Panana

ﬁeax Hr. Johnson?

. : I trust that you have hed, are having, and will have B moBd.
“pleasant trip. 1 was aisturbed %o weceive s letter from Dr. Morley in which
. he gaid that he had heard nothiog from you since leavimg the States snd that
. if you mere coming to Ohichen Itze he hoved yoR would wire him to thab pffect.
1 wonder if I did everything possible %o fapilitate your visit %o Yucatan?
I presunsdthab all the details had besn arranged betwesd you and Dr. Morley.
I salled ¥r. Tathawey who toid me that so far as he knew, you reached Progreso
gn Ssturday, Jamasry 30, and left on sonday, February 1. 1 fesr that this
 ghort visit would not zive you time %o zee Chichen thoroughly if at 21l but 1
“hope that I am wrong in that. I also peceived a letter from Jose Reyzadas
Jertiz, the chief of the Dapsartment of srohssclogy in Mexico City. jnelosing
copiss of §natroctions which he had sent to the inspscior of monuments in Hewlda
and 3o the guardiaen of the rains at Tulam, ingtrueting thes to give you all
possible Add. Tafortunately 3r. Reygadashad been abseut from Mexico City visising
the wonderful finds st Jazacs end did not reply to my let¥er until January 26. .
The instructions were dated Jenuary 27 and 28, and I greatly fear that they would
not rTeach the adiressses in time 0 be of service to you. However, i &an sager %o
 hear 1f you susceedsd in sesingz Chichen without great difficuliy.

e are p&&ﬁning to leave for piedras Hezrae about two weeks from
pow and are looking forward %o & sudcessful seascn there although we greatly
‘pegret that you will aot be able to visit us there.

; ',"‘  : : e Sincerely yours.
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