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Goban, 23 of HMarch 193l.

. B. C. 6TH. EDITION.
J FBER'S FIVE LETTER.

Dre. J. Alden iiason, ¢t Piedras liegras.

original viu Tenosique, copy to Philadelphiz.

Dear Dr. Leson ,

Youw are nqow probably at Pledras Negras, commencing the
interesting und valuable work of opening up those ruins. '

I have in my euploy a kekchi Indisn, whoe is a goad phoﬁographerd,,
and & reliable wun, about 28 years old, sinzle, does not drink, is
honest and can be depended upon. Perhzps you might use him at =
Jour worke. He has photographed my collectiom, which I intend to
publish in wy 3rd book, the second ome of which deals with Copanj =
the explanation of the stealae, altars and temples and is -now being’
printed in Germenye I have been so fortunete as to find out , how.
the intercalation was used by the Mayas. 1t is not » what Landa .
says Oune dey iua four years, neither is it whut Aztec writers main—-
talm, that 13 days were udded ut the ead of the-€alendar Ring, but
it is based on the revolutions of lars. As soon.as I set my copies

I will send you one, if you will let se know , where I can send it
to youa ¥

The photographer is called Felipe Cu; le has had experience in

toking photos of persons sud of idols as welle I have showa him
how these ouglit to be brepured, by filling in with black wuter.g
the low purts, so thut the sarface comes out much clearer. Afte
taking the photo, the color can easily be washed off. I that wag
; @S 1 suggest, all nmonumeants must be prepared, so that they sk
the details perfectly cleurly. : ’ .
i enclose you a photo of a“qasuhxicalli or blood vessel of st@
treated in that way znd yow will see, how much is gsained in <l
nesse Perhaps you wilk try to use this new kind of treating t
monuvrients for photogruphs. Those taken by ueudslay are , of
as nexrly perfect as cun be; yet they would gain by the new me
which is to prepare the monuments by water color , ere they
graphed. The name of the wman I recoumend is Felipe Cau; his pH
sions are Three dollars a day, from leaving here till return
cxpenses. #e could come to you by eir, as there is a weekl;
weekly connection between Heére ond Tlores. ilostly, the aRrqf
start from the Capital and fly direct to Flor s and touch C
the return trip, but having @ passenger here, they will pr(
to take him alonge Frow Flores he would go to Libertad and
there by Canco. The same way can be used Coming here. Per
may be & shorter way via Tenosique, but you will know b

an from here. I cus send you also any otuher hedpp you s
end me a tel®grome  Whth best wishes,

since




Piedras ¥egras, GLatamala’
April 11, 1931. ‘
- Sr, E. P. Ilie seldorff,
Coban, Guatemsla.

Desr lir. DiegeE&Oﬁff:
s Meny thenks for your good letter of March 23 which
soveral days sgc. Yo have been here about six weeks now and
made considersble progress but with no impertant finds yet,’ One
new lintel so far but 1t is badly broken althoqgh the initial
sories is well preserved, For the res8, our results are in SE
photographs and potsherds. We have recently opened a vault tomh
and think that there a2re some more in the same place, but the on
opened contained nothing but the bones, and these diaarticulated
i scattered, I do not think that we need the services of a photc
T v grapher since both I and my engineer are rather expert in this
. the results are very good, It would be the ehd of April before
Sr. Cu could be here and we will probably not be able to work mue.
after June 1lst., The road which I am having bullt to thé& hesd o
navigation above Temosique 1s just done except for the worst apot
where some grading and bridging must be done, and we hope to beg
sending some of the stelae out by wagon about the middle of Ya
As I suppose you kmow, half of them must be sant to Guatema '
I presume you will see them some time,

Tharks for your photograph and snggestions regardl
ing of relief for photographing; I shall ¢try it in guitable

I shall be most intereested in receiving a copy of y
bock on cepan.waen it appssrs snd of reading your discovered
method of iaya lntercalation. Yf course you know Norley's
"The Inscriptione c¢f Copan". Morley and his party, by the ws
passed through here a2 week ago on thelr way to Yaxchilan whep
they are to spend a month studying the inscriptions there fo

~ third book on"Ene Insecriptions of Mexico and Yuecatan®., I £
unuaual rain; weather ls troubling him; it rained a great 4
night and tcday, very unusual, I presune you have the sgan

at Coban, ' :

: ~ Our artizt, Miss Baker, told me you had written her
expcting her, TYou will be suprisedvto hear that she may

- by the back docor. She is in jlerida now and will be throug
in about & week. Then she will probably come here, see

on the way, and if she is still williling to attempt 1t,

this country, I am going to send her up the river by

ibertad where shg&will go to Fiores and cateh the

ghe




g

]
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My engineer is Mr. T. Egan Wyer. I met him in Gu
City and engaged him to survey for the road and begin t

He retuened to Guatemala City in December and married the
daughter of Ingeniero Ernesto Marroquin whom I understand is
friend of yours, Nrs Wyer, laria Teresa M. de Wyer, is here

us now. I wish you could jump in a canoce and come down the p
to visit us. i ‘ s

Hoping to see you before long in Coban, Philadelphia pr
Piedras lNegras, beleve me as ever

Sincerely yours,



’
DE' GUATEMALA

ss: “ERWIN’’ COBAN.
. C. 6TH. EDITION.
ER’S FIVE LETTER.
—

Dear pr, imson,

1 haWe just returned Trom a trip to the plantatlons and was

pleased to find your letter of April 1l. by «ir mail. 1 am SOrTy

to hear that so far you have not had & great deal of luck, but it

may come later, once you have found the graves. 1[ost of the grave:
found up to now I take to be sacrifices. Perhaps all those, that
were covered by three large stones mzy have been the sacrifices- of
intercalary days. L presume that you got ny circular explaining tha
at every 13.0.0. of the Long count the iMayas intercalated 3 days in
the civic calehdar, at every 13.0.0.0. once the days were raised &
five intercalary days and ot 13.0.0.0.0. they would have intercala
once § days. So if you find anywhere 3 buttons or dots, and where y
find 5 buttons or dots, you can be sure, that they refer to intercalar
days. My explunation i§ so well founded, thut therc can be no nistakel
about it. I also expluined that the God with the long nose pointed .
dowawards is liars, as 6 revolutions of lars is just 13.0.0. amd also
18 Tzolkin. The bomk Diesecldorff II has already reached me in proof
I expect I shall be able to hand you your copy when you come to Gtla
or will forward it to Philadelphia, so please let me know of your moy
rents. J Lric Thompson is excavating ut-Oramge walk on the upper .
Belize river, but has had no luck so far. Capt. Joyce is in the so
thern part of British Honduras, but he has not written me so far,

I am awaiting Miss Beker and think , she would do well to come
Peten. I have a nice room and #x sitting room ready for her and
will be pleased with our vlimate and with the work awciting her @

L am glad to hear thaot Lirs de Wyer 1is with you. 4S you explain
she was laria Teresa e llerroquin, I know now , who she is, an
as a daughter of my esteemed frimnd , don Irnesto Marroquin an
mother, dofix Angelina, L count -her also amongst y friends and
you to present her ny respects,

I notice thut your expedition is patronised by ilr Bldridge R
with whor I have had some correspondence about the Dastern I
which interested me two years ago, but I left off, when the
problem seemed to give good results, which were in the end
ry best hopes. - ' -

tar 4 of llaler is , of course, Mars, the extrzcordinar
hat we find only 5 heads, whilst it. shoudd be six. B
heads better drawn; they are entirely indistinect
la. 5 therei is the bird with the long beak,

ice tercalary day
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Dr o llason 2. 29 April 1931 .
JICA DE GUATEMALA
ADDRESS: “ERWIN”' COBAN.
CODE A. B. C. 6TH. EDITION. -
LIEBER'S FIVE LETTER.
R
At Piedras Hegros interculation is not 80 clearly express
Copan Ctelc B and GUiTisun Stelo A L2y be, their inte
4 systen vas different w Lopon, as Piedrus Hegras is als
’ Yet novlhiere the detoil vork is finer. They wmust have bee
; people, but always in Tais, ag one finds so many pe ople
;urellz; position.
It is also remurkably different frop Tucetin, there are no mosks nor
seonetric patterns.
It is always difficult to P nice pottery in ruirs where the
indians had zood naterisl ¢ onme carving.
I'ny be on'a S find interesting pottery in hillsg
3 41, - & e " R ~T e - -3y ~ 7
elther stondin: y around « plaza, but I can oive ‘you
no rules for finling, as thesy seers to have had a great desl ef
lack of system, which makes exdovution so £ifficult in this ferri
-~ E Ay Yy ya s < 1o I S A L ] ~7 - ~ <¥
Please cxcuse the many nmistokes, but I am a little shuky from havin
; kit - e = 3ty
ridden & great part of the day wnder @ hot sun. - ?
Ve also had rainy weather but it was fine lately, not too hot.
The Indians could %u onearly all the rozas and we had also o sood
flowering of the toffee trees,
best wishes for success, = 1lfhough it nmay be slow in |
wrd ’ 17 ) Nde < - 3
vill cone surely, -ours very sincerely, .
5 LT o ; = C it i h He
Pe S May I draw yos on’ to the fact, that lalers photo

insufficient for s+udJ
photo and drawing. 8o
nd published in JOu+
important is the round

oy

[S3

tt.q.u.':&v
;should have done
y that yoww will

vork Piedras Negrase.
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.gras Penea, Gustemala.
15:11.
"5

; hlama, but
to . he W 'hanﬁ and he ‘WhS
to g@t an igsus cut, tﬁe first 1asue s@_ ]
on, and the first undeP the new p : 2 :
{¢, and yon should bte pleasad’zhat/yoar icle was choeanpﬂo
irst issus and published at last aftor walting for sc many yee
‘we 211 thought it an admirﬁble plece of _wWorl, poctally those bear
- t1ful plans of yourse You miaht nﬁve. have aden 1t printed if it
- hadn't been for uayne,n However - I told him thet you wished to gsse-
proof bhofore 1t went to press, bu* he was too eager and feared the
‘dalay would be %oo long. As & matter of fact ho pushed it through
g0 fast that I didn't have s chsnce to edilt iﬁ nyedlf as I wished to.
‘do, I did get held of proof oncs and read it through as well as I
could in a shert time, without eompering it with vour mas., and added
the neveral fgotnotes vhich you see. { was printed befare I realize
4t or ssyw final proof. Evaryons of us has squ red in the same weay,
by having arficles pushed through hastily without sesing proof, and
we have all protested so vigorously that, az you see he S3YS, he hae
earned that suthors must be glven proof for revision, and 1 b@li
gt there will be no more such umfortwste cases. Vefy many th
-saction 1av¢ gphe to press withsut my seoimg proof at ell




q&in'and they returned
amd we ex@ect fhe vagons

S ’4nd some. burials such as you
s I suppose they are here but we have not.
fin but no complate ves
However we di(
eks age a beantiful lintelfwhich I smear is the finest
specimen . oflﬁayﬂ caPving, exquisite. For the rost, we have
ant notes and lcts df photographs, but L hopoe that we will £
fine sma’l obgects bafore we 1eave

o " T-wonder if you,uill ‘meet our ﬂuseum artist, Aias,

,Louise Baker vho is probably now 4n Guatemala. I gave her s

of 1ntroduetion %o you, but she may not findnyou. She 1s,.of

-+ 4n this region to paint the best sre cimens sho can find of Ha
_tery for the album, Sho sponthover a month, I guess, in Morids

© in her last letter wes sbout to leave for Guatemala, Whem sha”

.~ be before you weceive this. She will paivt ¥rs uodgsdon'q vasy
Luna's and gseveral cthers, and will'go to Coban to paint some o

- Dieseldorff's. She will probably also go. o Quezaltensngo (I u

_her to teke that if only for the beautiful rids, althouuh somo of

the things in Roblesg! cl?eﬂ*ioﬁ are probably worth painting or

- sketching roughly) and will probably also go %o Salvador, where

- hear there are some fine things that I have ncver seen. Possibly

you may know of soﬁc new things which are worth painting snd which I

 have not meen, She writes me that she can be reached in care of

Oliver R&ckgtaon, Jr. %o Avenida ¥ #1, and 1f you can be of any help
tc her in her work we Wsuﬂi annreciate it greatly,.

: I DPesume you are st11l at Chocola, or are you working
somewhere else now? Please sive my cordial regards to cvoryone inm -
Guatenscla whowm I hove met, and the zame to yoRe

Cordially yours,




Tenosique, Tabasco.
June 21, 3331’

lire Eo Pe B_iéseldorff,
Coban, Guatemala,

Dear lire Diesssldorif:

1 bave besn inmiending for a long tims to answer your kind leiter of .
April 29, but have beex very busy ever mince roeceiving ite Now I em just om .
the poinmt of aving here to return home. I presune ypu have geen liiss
‘Bald r =~ possibly she ic with you as I write this. I wrote her & fow dnys
. - @ge; my sordial regards to her if she is with you. ’ '

The points brought wp in yowr leiter are of groat intercst and I am
dooking forward to recelving your second book goom efter I returm hows, But
as I wake no claim to Yeing e laya specielist i am unable to eomment wpon
your discoveries regarding the imtercslary days. e

s lir and lire ¥yer are rejurming to Guntewsle at omece. You ara right
tmtﬁr'mwylahn:mmmmﬁdiamzmm:msm.:
aﬂmmmmdihtha.mplmnganum&mntotbatn@u,butl
do not thimk that it ever occurred. The recent sud presdnt ecomomic erisis
huhitﬁt.Jﬂmnryhardmdhlhunai@odrmoanmrdofﬂamgm~
and may give no more funds for this expedition; in that & se it L be -
negessary for me to seek funds elsewhore for the work next year if It is
continue. The expenss this year has v en very graat. ‘

I am inclimed to think that you refer to some of the Piedras Negrs
alters and stelae incorrectly, so that I canot be sure wiet you reslly
10 rofor to. Altar 4 has four legs, mot three, earved im the foram of
~  which may, aa you think, represest liars. 1 have a better photograph of

'mamnm,mtm.mxmtwmmw~m,mmé
‘40 Guatemala whers ycu can study theme The toucam with the three dots

- the eye which you mention as being found on stela 5 I cannst identify;
eeriain you mwan stela 5% - -

: I get the impression that fine polychrome pottery antedates i
- seulpiure; at b ast Leree The polshwrds found on the surface end in -
‘sirata are vory rude and unpainted, meinly large and coarse, but the
strata show fine phfychroms work. ¥e found no emtire painted vessels:
probably because our excavations were meinly in the most recemt atr
Next year I intend to dig in some of ithe older temples wherm
poitery will be beiters I undersisnd that they found a ;
nis d pottery ithis year at Usxactun, one with the date 522 By
totson) which verifies my theorfy that polychrome :




Ve uads practleelly mo eareful drewisgs of seulpiure er glyphs,
batause none ol us wap & gpod artist, sosond because UYoriey bes ecarefully
drawn and photographed all of the glypks snd third beesuse I hope jpo teke
eventually ali, or wost, of the moulpiure.

© We fopmd a large mumber of caches of eeremonisl objedte, mal
#/E flint end obsldians chipped in many peculiar shupes, else some jade and
sbell, half of which are gelug 1o Guatemnls whers you will bo able %o ses
them. 08 aecount of the late date at which we goi our rosd finished ws will
probably be woable to get any of the lerge momunents out thia yoar. logevepr
we heve talb u over owr road the fowr paris of sieln 12, stela 36y and the
upper part &f slela 14, boxed end ready for shipmende Our beautiful mew
dintely mo. 3, I am toking out with me, and I will gemd you vholographs of
when we buve it cleaped and repeirod.

¥ith cordiel regards and hopes to seo you befors lomg Sither i
Fhilmdelphia or inm Guatemels, beliewe me

Sincersly yours,




)IESELDORFF,
COBAN,
BLICA DE GUATEMALA

ss: “ERWIN” COBAN.
CODE A. B. C. 6TH. EDITION.
“ LIEBER'S FIVE LETTER
—

i

Coban, 19 of Gctober 193l.

Dre J« Alden iason .

University luseum, Philadelphia. \
‘Dear Dr. llason,
" I thank you for your letter of iugust 50. from Chicego, where

you went to prepare aj) report on Jour “work  in Colombia in l 122 e
1 have also to thank you for a pamphlet on that subject. Uqfortunately
1 have been unwell and my c orrespondenee hus been in disorder.

I trust you have overcome the troubles of the virgin forest and have
not been attscked by malaria. On account of heavy rains all over the -
country Maleria has been prevalent in all low districts and its
caracter has been so pernlolous, thet a good many indians have died.
I would recommend you to take“good care of 3 yourself in subsequentg
expeditions and elther put up a house with mosquito netting or

have & special room with mosquito netting wmade, which you cen put up
anywhere. In order to be successful,the Work rnust be continued by
one and the same men , so you ought fo take care of your health.

I understand that you elso suffered from boils, seme as Dr. Eric Thomp
son. Ve alweys protect our legs by good leg ﬁlnro and besides smear the
with petroleun or "gaz ", so that the thousands of bugs cannot pene
or drop when coming in contact with it.

bl

I am sorry to qav that the Femburg Museum will not publish the e
vercion in the eport of the 24th Congress. They write, that th
funds sre too low and that they consider that they sgould not% p
an english translation of a work which has alreadj appeared in
Well, they should have said it before, but sll the funds in the
fic world seem to have gone into the banhs coffers. I am tryi
get the work Publlnhed by the Carnegie Institution or the Smithd
Institute, which have published ulreadj part of my work. Really.
liake to have both of my books published in english, but I know,
it is not a paying proporSLtlon. What scientific book Pays ? N
Even Stephens with difficulty found a publisher for his extrao
work of travel and explorstion.

Goulu you tell me a firm of antiquaries in U,S.4,, which coul
me with some books out of print. I have enqulred of many frien
obody has been sble to name a firm, specializing in the- Sdl

on- pmerican and 'lexican anthultles.

understund thet the second part of the Ixamples of
.publlohed by the Iuseum I have Wfltten tod&y'




1 Drx e 2e : ! . ‘ -
IESELDORFF, Ir. J. Alden Mason 2. 19 of Oct 1951 

{ COBAN,
;rfBLICA DE GUATEMALA

DDRESS: “ERWIN' CORAN.
‘CODE A. B. C. 6TH. EDITION.

LIEBER'S FIVE LETTER ‘a pre seltkulon copy of that work. Tr Gordon rnade me a
e present of the first part, in appreciation of my researcheg
May I hope that you will kindly support my wish before the Direc

#T your lluseum 7

+

I have made & few additions to my second bokk, which I enclose
in @ printed page, Wkluh plemse DI te iq the boek after Daﬁe 14 -
You see, that t
makes the inter ”q1dtl0n of the Ib“‘s be 0 correct thut there is
only & difference of a third of a day between the tropical year
calculated by modern astronomers and by the layas, during nearly
5200 years. and as a third of = day cannot be expressed and cannot

be taken into account, the Mayzs have found a system, that was absc
lutely correct for EOO years. “hich proves that my explesnation is
also correct. °t111 it is extruordinery that the Copan people at

9.16.12.5.17 changed thqt sgstem for one of =zmdx letting the
popular calendar rest for 5 days at the end of a katun. ‘

In Vucutan they employed our system of stopping the calendar for
one day zfter every 4 years of 365 days. 5o it seems to me thut th
intercalation wass the principal matter on wvhich their religious dif
ferences rested. Undoubtedly they feared that as the popular calend
rested and qtopped the Sun might do the same and the world come %of
end. But as in ll.ages , the hierarchic system did not last for ev
Either by too great cruelties or by its own weakness it came to an
‘end. Still st its hight the power of the Mayan priests must have =
been Trmense, otherwise they could never have got the: people‘to
build she palaceo of Yucatén etc. :

It is & question of daily sorrow thet the great documents of th
wonderful civilisation, the Stelae of Copan and Quirigud shoy
rotting away in the forest without being properly protected“
These monuments ought to be in the Mubeums of the United Sta
copies of them presented to the Governments , where the origl
found. I think your Institution has found the right way In ge
half of the flndln\°~to belong to you. I cannot concur wit
“Carnegie Instltutlon that place everything =zt the hands ‘of

Governmemts, where they are only loocked at by - few ngtives
some tourists. I trust that your view, to get these stelae
kept in northern Museums Wlll prevail in the end, :

—.
L

Things look very dull and-hopeless just now and we have had
effects of it also here. Three banks are liquidating and s
houses have tumbled. Wha knows , how the question of findk

for allthe people of this'Zarth can be salved without redug
work of machinery thuat has replaced the need of men. Still
not so badly off here, as the people have sufficient corn.
ind therefore can exist, even under & low range of prices.

albor. '

With kind regords, hoping that you sre in good h

ulnéisyy-yours,




February 20, 1932

ur. E. P. Dieseldorff
Cobsn Guatemala

Doar q; Dieseldorff'

o : . Your letter of October 19th has been lying in my files

~for several months until I found time to look up the questions which
you ask, but I have been extremely busy writing up the report of last
yeards work at Piedras Negras. V¥e are returning there next Tuesday
night and until June my address vill be, Tenosique, Tabaao Hexico.

2L You will be pleased to hear that we got out our fine 1intal i
#3 which 18 now on exhibition in this Museum and that the four parts of -
:;stela 12 are at Frontera and dhould be up here soon. ;

e : I am sorry that with 511 the activity of leaving, I will
r».not ‘be able to write you at length but I will write you from camp. You
- ask about book sellers in this country who can sell you out of print books.
-1 receive catalogues from the following firms who might be able to give you
. what you wish. Benjamin F. Gravely, P. 0. Box 209, Martinsville, Virginia
:f/he specializes in linguistics. The Counting House, 13 T Wharf, Boston, Mas
' International Book Sellers, Inc., America South of U. S., 17 East 45th. Stre
. .New York City. Dauber & Pine Book Shop, 66 Fifth Ave., Wew York City.
o . The Cadmus Book Shop, 342 W. 34th Street, Wew York City. The Tuttle Col,
' _Rare Book Department, 11 - 13 Center Street, Rutland, Vt.. The Arthur H.
:Clark Co., 1214 Grand Boulevard, Glendale, California. Explorer's Book
< Service, 773 Boulevard East, Weehawken, New Jersey. F¥dward Eberstadt,
556 W. 42nd. Street, New York City. Probably some of these will be able to
- secure the books you wish. Since I seldom order anything from them and ye
- 11ke to receive their catalogues, please mention my name if you should wri
.to them. ¢

Mr. Jayne tells me that a copy of the second part of Maya Pot
_hss already been sent to you. I wish I had ﬁhe time to comment upon the mag
of the intercalation in the Maya calendar of which you speak in your lett
But I have make no study of 1t and so cannot make any comments. I hope
usiness comditions are improving down your wav..

Wiss Baker has been back with ue for some time and brough:
iful paintings for the aubaequent issue of Maya Pot*ery.
nkful for all the h'




FIVE LETTER.

.Cébanl .2. of liarch 1952_
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Dear Dr liason,

I was very. pleased to hear from you by letter of 20 Feb and
hope that you will have arrived safely al Piedraszﬂegras.' :
It is a matter of congratulation, that notwithstanding the bad
tines, your lluseun has been able to get sufficient support to
continue its scientific research.

Piegras liegras will always be a site, where you will have ¢
look after your health and I think vou ought to coastruct
buildings where you have doars with wire screen, so that the
deadly Kight 'fosquito cannot get in. What is the use of explorin
i1f you put your health at riske That is why E myself would neve:
50 to Petén. It needs the entusiasm of an archaeologist to tak
such risk. However, you cannot serve science better, than taking
care of yourself., So I think s JOU ought to take every day 0,3
Grammes of Quinine, which enables your body to withstand the
attack of Llosquitos.

I am sorry, thut you have not been able to loaok into the nmatter o
intercalatione. Stilk you will no doubt remember the nain findings
of ry second book: that up tp %e16.12.5.17 there ruled in Copalr
the old intercalation system, which let the calendar stand stil
for 3 days after 13.0.0. — 5 days after 13.0.0.0. and ¢ da
13+0.0.0.0., moking the intercalation so perfect that the di
in 5200 Tun is only one third of = day, compared with the e
happening. So whenever you find 3 dots, you will have to -
that they refer to 3 intercalary days, especially if these
have an inner ring. : B

Also it is established without a doubt, that the God with
Nose pointed down is the planet Mars, stonding for 780 day

‘I have received the secofd part of liaya Pottery and have a
it. I think that the wase fron Huehuetenango expresses the
Mars and the figure on top the days of intercalation.

Business has not improved dn. this Department, nor in Peténm
had only one produce, chicle to export, the price Bf whi
down so much, that there-is hardly any trade goingZ "frog h
etén and the one firm, Arnoldo Daetz, thut is still doin,
thinks of closing its branch at ILa Libertad. Every Monda
.motored airplane goes from Guatemals to Tlores and retur:
it would be a nice way of going back, to take that ro
all not be here in May/June as I -Ieave before that
alth has not been first rate, stomach trouble

t cnred Wighing you eve succesg




Coban, 14 of Mdarch 1952;

arranging iy photos I found again the one which you kindly

sent.me ﬁxqﬁ the broken slab, which you brought out last year.

You were zood enough to ask my opinion about it, but I was very

busy at the time and had not the leasure te look at it well.
(%}

To de I beg to offer you an’ eypénatlon vhich unfortunately
or eokecd ations

not founded on glypho/\unu herefore nust be taken cum grano salis

In the center appears in the background the mask of the sun,

recognizable .by the hair or crown of flames, similar to the

Xbalanké or Sun — Vase of ry first book, Tafel B4. Bk Ill. 1253,

but the Sun is dead, as the Lye, just visible on the left side

3

& "
is represented as a Eole. DBefore the Sum mask a sgufe, ro

at the edges appears, with Jaguar markings. 1 have always

that the Ju*uar is meant to be the lioon . §o we have here -

nearly completely covering the Sun. This can only mean an el

the Sun and as there can have been not many nearly total ec

visible from Pliedras Hegres, situated as it is in a valley

only refer to such happenings which occur during the tinme

is visible from the Piedras Negras enfile. The figure b

eclipse 1is probably the lawm, or 0kd God, which wanted to

of the Earth or Underworld, to destroy Mankind. The fig

gerally represented as-that of an 01d Man, bent and
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Dr. oson 2.

COBAN,
PUBLICA DE GUATEMALA

" ADDRESS: “ERWIN"" coBAN.

OE A. B. C. 6TH. EDITION. T A op P 3 AL LS S ) 3 i
1T you could find the missing piece the dste
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on wixlch tuae Mam is sitting and which is
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the principesl Star constellztions.
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nothing more than o suggestion. If it helps you
in any way, 1 shall

T o ~ -~ o ER o ony T en =7 Ca ~ o]
1 wrote you ¢ few days ag
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iilst it should have roined before =nd now we shoall
T
have fine weatiier. But I hope that it will chonge soon for yr

9 1 S T Y — S 2 2
saze. 1 shall leave for Lurope within o ronth.




Mre B. Co Diescldorff,
3 Xarclinger Flatg,
Berlin-Cnarlotieniturfg,
Gernanye.

'Dear r. Dicseldorff:

: Your two letters of Barch 14 and 1B wers recolyved a fow
days ago, and as you S&y in the first that you are leaving within
a month, I presums a lotter to Coban would not reach you, before -

4

,i

: te arrived here Mareh 20 and have 2 en working ¥

- since, but with no very atriking resulis to dale. Rains Lave been
frequent and our rcad is nob dry yet, "ub ws expect Lo beiflin send-
ing cut stelae soon. The mapnificent stela 12.1s in _ron ers

" yeady for shipment to Fhiladelphls, if 1%t has nog alréady jcons.

Funds are very short this year and we will not be able to jtake out

N

all that we hoped, but thipk our funds will keap us worX

with 35 men until say lst, working quietly witn few won |
30, and sonding out 5 mOTS stelas and smaliler things.

to send out nos 12, 40 and 14 to Tailadelpnla, and 35, 4

Guatemala, togother with lintel £ to baisnce fintel 3 wi

“ Palladelphia last yeala. 'A)1 of us are well end happy 41

quinine regularly, £0 anticipate mo trou le fyon mslarif.

/ ‘ g pt
Nany thamks for your interp ctation of 2intel % Lie
aufficiently familiar with Maya religion to offer an opinlor |
5% s correchte —ut whebther .1t repressnis a s snbolleal wer
not, our most imporient £ind of this year prcves that
a ceremony actually performed here. Ysnaath & centra
aively placed niche in the dAcropolis, lire Satterthwal’
of the Cragmenis c¢f & throne or altar with two legs
hieroplyphSe +he legs are the same shaw L& ‘thoge
threne on the lintel; the &hrome top is thinier
ainllar. “ut cf more lmportance arc the fragme
background which appagently stood sgainst the
at the back of the altar or throne. A1l thr
practbeally identicsal with those srwwn bLer
the throne in the lintel, There are two
through in each of which there was o £
head and hands, but these are gone. ot
%hese two embrasures are just sugizestoL
Yer side of the figure, 4t 1z possib.
ace masl Y nles being.




osition in which the fragments were found, positions which

ot have bwen & result of a matvral fell, give further confirmation
in our eyes teo the theory which we have been compelled to adopt
‘that the cliy was taken by enemles, destroyed and the art mutilate
Every stela is fallen, every buillding destroyed, most of the stel
broken, and most of the faces of the sculptures mutilated. Lintel
3, for instance, is very well preéserved except for the faces, whic
are all gone, e Al -

: As vogards the date of the lintel, toth Morkdy and Thompson
agree on the date 9. 15. 18443. 13., 5 “en 1€ Chexn, calculating it -
fryom. later dates shown. Llekmann sent me a suggested date which did.
not agroe with this. ; ‘ ; e
. . I ghall be most interested to sce your new third book when
-7 4% comes cut. ‘ersonally I/should be delighted to have you include
. < 4n the bock & puotograph of the lintel, and 1 feel sure that Mr.
. JFayne w 111 feel similarly about it. “nfertunately he is in Italy,
at the present time and will not be back, I bslieve, until May, and
T am nob sure thai Lins Menligh world cars to take the rasponsigint‘
‘However I wlll makefhe request in iy next letiter, I think Niss .
‘Beyer's draving of your pottery vessel has nob yet besn! photographe
:but I presume that that will ve done for you. ‘ b

Wishing you a pleasant trip to Germany, ai'xd ivn_?b\hov;éa that

‘we may meet again soon, helieve me

™

Sincerely yours,
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