Piledras Fegras,
Peten, Guatemals
april 30, 1931.
Tonorahle Reuben J. Clark, dv.,
tmerican Fmbasey, -
¥exico, D P.

¥y dser My, Clark:

my pood friend, lir, Leslie Moore, nhas soni me a clipning
5# » newabaner anticle nubiished in LA PRENSA of Hexico City on
April 14 vhich contains faise and utherly uncalls d-for aspersious
on 1y honesty snd that of this erxnedition which ecall for axpla-
nations, WHw, Moope sadd that he hamd spolen Lo you abounl it, and
tnat won supgested that I write to you r&gaydin§ it & that you
may take the matter uwp with the proper authorities, T would be
sreatly obliged if yon would do so, Sneh falige charges »equire
an oxplanation, I am enclosing nepewith a cony of a strong let-
ter of nrotast vhich I an sending %o Sr. Jose Reygadas Vertiz,
Jefe del Diresclon of owumsntos prealspanicos under the Depart-
sent of Ravcacisn, 1 thinik that this letter sexplains everything
go that 1% 2111 not Dhe necessary oo explain further to you.

T¢ has enlT juet oecurved to me thet the Hexican autho=-
ritlos mav helieve that T may have entered into a cona niracy
with De, Uorley, who is at present studving the inscriptions ab
¥achilan in Mexieo further up the river and whom we expect here
on Menday, byt which, undev nretext that they were found here, ;
we w11} fals ent objsets which Dy, Vorley will socurs af Yazehilan,
0f sourse suen enanieions, divected spainst axpeditions of such
reputable institutiens as the Carnegie Inatitution and this lnseun,
1ed by ropuisble archsologists such a8 e, lorley end myself, are
ridicnlons,

T wonld appreciate it greatly if you conld securs sone
modd Pieation nf the rnles immosged Dy the sduana regarding the
ghipment of ovr specimens, as onktiined in wmy letter %o the
Cugkems smtheritles at Alvero Obregon (Frontera), a cony of
which I sont you on Apedl 16, It will be practically impogsible
tn follow khese regsulations to the letter es regards the laroe
monuments whieh rmst go over our road ons at a time and by slow
gtages by ox toam snd consequently eannot be accompanied by the
fustoms afficials and gmardad by them frem the time thoy croass
the border urntil their arrival in Alvaro Ohregon. In order %o
get as rany out as posschle before the coming rainy season puts
an end te our work we wish to begin this transportation as soon
ge our voed is finished snd teke as meny a8 possible te San Jose
or to Sente largerits at the head of navi tion on the Usumacinta
miver where, after all have baen assempled there, they may be
taken over ﬁy he Custons suthopities and ¢¢nﬁnc€nﬁ to Alvero



2/

Obregon. If the Customs authorities insist on following the letier
of the regulations, it will mean tha we will be umable to take
more than one load out this year. I would sppreciate yeur iume-
diate help In this matter sinee our road is practically completed
and the ox-teume with the wagons are expected here aboup lay 10

to take the first load out. We are now engaged in erating some of
the stelse for transportation. The Cuatemalan official in charge
of this didtrict is alse the official inspsctor of the work here,
and he can cortify that all objecis taken across the bordsr are

of Pledras legras origin, loveover, practically all of the large
monuments which we will nevs this yeer verc published in the
archeslogical report on Plefras Yegras and can e casily identifiecd
as of this »rovenisnce, ’

e Mecre urged me to ship out of Carven de la Laguna rather
then out of Frontera where a bhar requires lighterage. Bub sinece
Frontora was nansd Hy the Oustonms authoritles as.the port of ship-
ment, and sainece siate patelotisam in the date of Tabasco cbjects
to transportation through Tabasco %o a ssapori 1N anotiwer state,

I presume we had beihter try shipment through ‘rontora, sines it
vould mrohadly regulre o long tlze and much trouble o have the
seaport channed,

¥ou will be »leased to hespr that we have discovered s new
1intel here, @ wonderful work of art, quits the finest piece of
proefolusblen Anerican art ever dlscovered. 1 heope that it willl
£all to our chara, an? 1f go I trust thet you will vieit us in
Philedelphia gome time snd adwlre it. :

With my aincers thanks for your help 1n our troubles,
holleve ms

Sincerely yours,



rin regard to this
sity of Pennsylvania expedition
1 to-apply for a new permit,
as was done in 1951. he official in question yolunteered

the opinion that such an application would receive favorable
appllcation by the‘ ustoms Bureau in Mexico City.

matter, but‘fha
would in any c

It was also suggested that in renewing this appli—
cation to ship objects,which the expedition had discovered
in Guatemals, in transit through Mexico, it might be well

for you to anticipate, in addition to the four boxes which
are now at Ciudad Alvaro Obregon the approximate number of

pleces which the expedition may wish to send through Mex1co
to the United States during the current year.

Hoping that this information will be of use to
~you in arranging for these shipments, I am,

Sincerely your

Alden Mason, Esquire,
Field Director, The Eldrid
Middle American Expedlthnf’/
Tenosique, Tabasco, Mexico.
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Thanking you again for your kind help, believe me

Sincerely yours,




ffoipermit

materials

Enclosures: - e
Confirmation copy of telegram.
Copy of letter to Mr. Jayne,

together with its enclosure.
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Enclosure: S
Copy of Memorandum, \_ . DEAR_ b

~Horaoce H. ¥, Jayne, Esquire,

o

Director, The University Museun,
University of Pennsylvania,

Philadelphia, Pennsylvania,




Dr, Mason desires to teke w! inm - 1ited States

from Guatemsla, with or v son is ready

to make shipment that he notif tor of Customs at
Alvaro Obregon so that Inspestor e Customs Service

can be detalled to accompany the shipment from point of

entry into Mexico from Guatemala, to port of departure, which
1t is understood will be Alvaro Obregon. The expenses of the
customs employees will be for the account of the Expedition
from Alvaro Obregon to point on the Guatemalan-lMexico border
and return to Alvaro Obregon. ‘

The probable route that Dr. Mason would take was
given to the Customs as follcws:

Entry into Mexican Territory to be one of the
following: L '
\ LY
(a) Tres Champas, near the Guatemalan-Mexican
boundary, in the State of Tabasco,

(b) E1 Retiro, Tabasco, east of Tres Champas, or

(¢) La Mar, in the 8tate of Chlapas, on or near
the Usumacinta River,

The manner of transporting Dr. Mason's collection
of antiques was indicated as by means of canoes down the
Usumacinta River to the confluence of the Rio San Antonio,
and thence to a point on that river called San Antonio, in
the State of Tabasco. From San Antonio Dr, Mason would
continue down the river to a town called Tres Bocas,




~y N CONNECTION WrrH ~tHe MATTer. OF oBTAVNING PERM 158 ON
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1nvolce bly in

1 s and
that the permit of the'Guat

i-mwt ‘be exhibi ted.

While the suggestion‘wasrnét;made%by:thﬁ customs
authorities in Mexico City, suggested that it may
* be advisable that Dr, Mason employ the services of a
customs broker at Alvaro Obregon, as there sre certain
formalities under the Mexican Customs Laws that must be
complied with, which a broker would be aware of and thus
expedite natters ror Dr, Mason.
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ana living mor-e Fcemfortably than bafore

*\I trust that you will aometime pay us a visit in Phil-
aﬁalplia anﬁ see the archeologieal results of this expedition.

Thanking you aﬁain for your kind efforts, believe me

Sincerely yours,
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py of a letter

&t Alvaro.

e ter, although

you, Since tﬁssmaﬁﬁeﬁi v : to bevgeferreé to the Director of

time and correspondsneefa‘ nvlongar, and since I hone to begin the E

t"ansportation ef these atelaa within a month, may I rogquest your

kind help 1R bringing the question to the attention of the Director
of Customs so that 1t may bve promnt y dottled?

7ith many thanis for your kind adglﬂbaﬂCb, helisve e
as ever

Sincerely yours,
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him that the appropriate off101als at all points ne-

C@Sary have already been notified and should be in a

position to do what is proper to clear

all shipments

which you intend to make through Mexican territory by

the route which yox-lave indicated.

In these circumstances it would n

ot seem necessary

to press







iedras Negras.in Guatemala had a
58 8.8 o say tnat the specimens were
traasported thrugh s ‘1can territory in accord with the conditions
imposed by the Mexican G ind that these specimens have already
arrived at this mus'eum We éxpect to start work again in February

provided we succeed in T ng'addltlonal funds.

With cordial regards and hearty thanks to you for your
help in tals matter, belisve me as ever,

Sincerely yours,




end itinerary of the Un:

Zxpedition to Guatemala

ﬁithvpartiéﬁlar‘r

ne third paragr&?ﬁ’

Guatemala through Mexican territory of the larger

monunents, particularly stelae, which vou have collec

(o]

ed, I may say that your letter, immedi=tely unon i
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3 M7 bERE MR masON,
| HMIE YOuR LeETTER OF AFPRIL 20, 1231, WYTH \TZ

ENCLOSED cOPY OF A LE-TVvERL OF THE SAME DATE

WHicH You ADDRESSER 140 MR. :fosgf REVGADA S VERT 'z,
ch €F OF 1vg B(VviSioN . |




. in the matter, -

&

they were'of'ﬁﬁe opinio E@

quest-would receive

favorable action, in W your explanation of the
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rriculties confronting you

o/

heavy stelae through Mexico.-
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: foy
ous diffi c'ul;svies
these trans-

which you encountered in connec

-

shipments have apparently been &t cessfully overcome and
that you hope to return tb_your work in Guatemala nsxt

February. ; :  C"' e ~ : .
Sincerely yg

/ /]
hip
. Reuben Clark,
American-Ambassador.

J. Alden llason, Zsguire,

Curator, The University luseun,

e
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MR . mooRe URcebr ME -—To SHiP our OF cARMEN DE LA LAGuUNA
RATHER THAN ouT OF FRONTERA WHERE A pAR REQU\RES

LIGHTERA GE. g T siNcE  FRON<VERA . .
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Addresis: Tenosique, Tabasco, Mexico
: May 10, 1932, z

Honorable J. Reuben Clark, Jr.,

Ambassador of the United States of America,
American Embassy, ,
Mexico, D. F. 5

My dear lr, Clark:

Unfortunately, two weeks ago many of the buildings of
our camp here at Piledras llepras, Peten, Guatemala, were burnt and
my correspondence with you destroyed., However, I think I wrote
you in full dgtall concerning the clrcumstances of the exportation
of archeological objects from this site in Guatemsla in transit
through Mexican territory to Alvaro Obregon for shipment to Phila-
delphia and to Guatemala Clty. ‘ :

The time is now sprroaching for our departure from here
and to date, in spite of meny letters, I have received no permission
to export these objects. I have written Sr. Eduardo Hay several
times, but have received no reply. So far as I know, the four boxes
taken to Alvaro Obregon in Jamary are still there awaiting permise
sion to ship. I hope that by the time we reach Obregon about the
first of June the matger of this exportation wlll be settled so
that I will not have spend a long time walting there, writing
and telegraphing, or even have to journey to Nexico City to arranpge
for 1t in person.

We expect to take a very few boxes of the lighter L
objects, such as can be carried on rmuleback, with us and our persof-
al baggage to Obregon when we go out, As soon as the date of our °
departure is aprroximately fixed, I will wire the Aduana at Obregon
to send up a celador to accompany us to Obregon. The heavier boxes
will be taken on our wagons to the end of our road. One shipment
has gone already and another one wlll go in five days or so as socn
as the wagons return; this will be the last., These wlll remain at
the end of our roed until the river has risen sufficiently to per-
mit the building of rafts which will take them through the last
rapld and down to Obregon. HNaturally this date cannot be fixed, bul
_depends on the season and the rains., 4s soon as thig date is aporrox-
imately certain, the Adusena at Gbregon will be notified to send
another celador to accompany them down stream to Obregon, All
boxes, whether going by mule and river boat or by wagon and raft,
will bear cards signed by the Guatemalan Govermment Inse ctor at
this place, certifying them to &b of Guatemalan origin., I am again
writing today to Sr, lay, and would greatly appreciste any help
that you may be able to give us to the end that the permission for
exportation may be given shortly so that I may not find 1t necessary
to spend. a long time in Obregon, but may leave immedlately with the
boxes that we have brought with us, and with the assurance that the



other heavier boxes will be shipped as soon as they come down
on the Mft‘

With my regrets for again having to bother you about
this matter, and my thanks for your assistbance, belleve me

Sincerely yours

: J. Alden Mason
Director of the Eldridge R. Johnson
ifiddle American Expedition.



EMBASSY OF THE
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

México, May 20, 1932,

My dear Mr, Mason:

T received yesterday your letter of May 10,
1932, concerning your desire to have me again assist
you in obtaining a permit from the Customs authorities
in Mexico City to enable you to take out of liexico
archeological objects from your field of operations
in Guatemala, in transit through lMexican territory
to Alvaro Obregon for shipment to Philadelphia and
to Guatemala Citye. You state that a recent fire
destroyed your correspondence and thet you have been
unable to receive replies to the many letters you
have written to Sr, Eduardo Hay, Director General o
‘Customs in lMexico City, regaerding your desired permit,

In reply, I am pleased to advise you that
a member of the Embassy staff called this morning on
the Sub-director General of Customs, Sr, Valdez, ard
was assured by him that orders pem itting you to
ship your archeological objects through Mexico, in
transit to the United States and Guatemala, had been
sent to the Customs officials at Alvaro Obregon on
March 8, 1932, and that, therefore, your letters re-
questing this permission anew had not been answered
owing to the existence of the previous permit, As
you may recall, I telegraphed you on March 8, 1932,
advising you that the permission had been sent to the
authorities at Alvaro Obregon,

With kindest regards, and trusting that you
will have no difficulty in getting your shipments out
of Mexico, I am,

J. Alden Mason, Esquire,
7ield Director, The Lldridge R. Johnson
Middle ‘fmerican Expedition,
Tenosique, Tabasco, lexico.
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Camp Pi@drnﬁ ﬁagrys, Peten,
Guatemalu.

Honorable J. Reuben Clark, Jr;
Frbaasy of the United States o% imerica,
*ieXice, Dt E » ¥

iy dear x‘fr. (lark: \ - g

I veceived today vour kind letter of lay 20 in
reply to mine ¢f the 10th, snd wish to thank you for vour
Zind atbention to this matﬁer.:g

It must seéem to you that I have tponbled you
unnecessarily, urging the 133ﬁina of a perait that had
already been glven, bul 1 assure you that the case was
not as simple as it seems. The enly nat*f¢catiﬁns of
pernissions that I heve received refowr: to permission
for the isportation of our equipment and supplies, It
may be that the permission ilssued on %aruh g referred
both to the ilmportation of equipment end the exportation
of the archeclogical ohjects, but the Custons officisls
at flvavo Obregeon did nct wdersiand 18 as such, and I
have never rgeeived any notificetion of subh yarwisQ;G

Tor the e ¥porfation of awrﬁf&lagical objects myself,

“he boxes wlth »y momusents which were Saken to ulV&“G

Obpegen in Jenusry temained therc until & few weelts ago,

‘opsrently about the tims that yous ent Your letter,

asout ey 10, probsbly &3 a r@au}t ol my 1ett@rs to many
n@@plo and ynur kind asse is%ance, the iuaéaﬂs suthorities in

¥exico City inguired of those in Alvaro Obregan vhy theso
boxes were still held there, and the Ubregon authorities
replied that it was becmuse the periocd for the permission
granted last year had explred. A5 a result of this, the
hoxes wore Pinally gshipe ¢ on %ay 16, orders pfobablv having
‘been s ent from iexico City abaut Hay 1%. T trust that this
peérmission also includes ths qthﬂr boxed monumentsy whick I
exnect will be taken to Obregon in July, or nassiﬁly June,

Vie ore lesv Lng nere In a few days now, a?u Iwiil
find out the stetbus this permit wnonm I reach QDPQ* e

I trust that T will ‘inc everything sottled go that)d will
be able to0 1l¢ eavE gt once, auﬁ nol need o }orﬁer éam apaing

| &
in P your kind help; & hch tha
the next ﬁﬁﬂ@“ﬁﬁ?@éﬁi-ﬂ the Eg*”hhéahﬂaé of Phdlaﬁﬂhghia
you will drop in the tuseum a
ve have boen spn@ing out frba hare. f . e

& : :
¢ A 3 : P
i i —

ek e

soe the ﬁonderfulJmanuments T

i S;ncéﬁeﬂg yours, | s Mo kbl b
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