Montecristo, Tabasco, Mexico.
Monday, March 2, 1930.

Dear Jayne:

I forget where I wrote you from last, but I remember sending a
number of letters off from Carmende la Laguna, so presume it was there.
That you will find on the map near the bottom of the Gulf of Mexico; this
is up the Usumacinta River. I have just reached here from Tenosique, further
up the river. The famous ruins of Palenque lie a days ride west of here,
so as I have never been there think it would be most worth while to spend
the three days necessary to spend @ day at the ruins.- Then I shall be ready
to go down the river to Frontera and then to Mexico City. But this is the
Carnival season, and tomorrow is =-- Shrove Tuesday (?). So it may be diffi-
cult to get a guide to go tomorrow.

This is @ very large but very meandering river; the small river
boats are slow and stop often for long periods, so that it takes interminably
to get anywhere. A hydroplane would be a blessing, but not enough commerce
to warrant it.

I left Tenosique, at the head of navigation, last Sunday morning,
spent two days in reaching Piedras Negras, three days there, and two back,
reaching Tenosique again Saturday night. The best description of the site,
with a map of the general region and many plates you will find in Maler
"Researches in the Central Portion of the Usumatsintla Valley", Memoirs of
Peabody Museum, II, 1, 1901. I presume you realize that all the beautiful
stelae shown in his plates are still in the jungle there and, if we are
granted permission to work there, we can have them, or at any rate, half of
them, for the trouble and expense of taking them out. The art, as you will
see, is exquisite and ranks with any in the world. It would be an inestimable
service to art to get them out for they are deteriorating fast there in the
jungle. Of course only those that fell face down (all are fallen) are pre-
served, the others entirely eroded, but most of those are now face up, covered
with moss and gradually deteriorating. When wet the stone is very soft and
any blow harms the carving. One gets no impression of their immense size
from Maler's plates; they range up to 16 feet in height, 4 in width and two
in thickness. I wonder if we have any floors which could stand many such.
About 25 of the 42 discovered are worth taking out. I think no museum in
the world has a Maya stela. These are of the finest type of Maya art. Morley
discovered two since Maler published his monograph, and these are two of the
best. One of them is in such high relief that the arms are undercut through
under the elbow. And I doubt if the cost of getting them all out would be
as much as we have paid for one piece of monumental Chinese sculpture. A
little digging will probably reveal the fragments that are missing in some
of Maler's plates. Moreover, & gap of 60 years in the dates, as you remember
from Morley's lecture, suggests that there may be another plaza with twelve
stela still undiscovered in the dense woods.

Permission to work here is by no means certain, however. Spinden
applied for permission to take out these stelae about five years ago and was
refused.

The camp site is very pleasant, right on the river, with plenty
of water available. To my immense surprisé and satisfaction, no mosquitos,
at least not at this time. Some gnats and a few ticks, but generally very
pleasant. But the road thither is, of course, full of ticks, and I am a
mass of bites. :
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Getting out these stelae would entail making thirty to forty miles
of road through the jungle so that a tractor or truck could pass. Fortunately
there are no great difficulties, and ninety percent of the road requires merely
clearing, for it is generally level. In several places a winding road will
have to be built up a steep grade. Fortunately this is a mahogany country and
workmen hereabouts are accustomed to making logging trails and to hauling heavy
loads over them. After a road is made the task of sawing up the stelae into
manageable sections and getting them to navigable water will not be great.

The rainy season is much longer here than in northern Yucatan, however. Rains
have been frequent and it is raining now. Much of the road to Piedras Negras
was & bog up to the mules bellies. They say it is usually dry by this time
but that this year has been unusually rainy. Apparently only April and May
can be counted upon for dry roads passable for trucks or tractors,wﬁf

The city itself is quite destroyed; only one building has stand-
ing walls. But there are upwards of fifty terraces and pyramids which former-
ly supported temples and other edifices, and I presume the chances of excava-
ting pottery and other valuable small things are just as good as at any site
where the structures are better preserved. It is not worth while attempting
any reconstruction here. It is weird and impressive to find these great cities
with their quantities of pyramids, mounds, terraces and plazas and magnificent
sculpture completely hidden in the dense jungle. |

I shall probably be in Mexico City in about ten days now and ex-
pect to find much mail awaiting me there; I shouls have written them to for-
ward it to me here.

Cordial regards to yourself and all at the Museum; I hope every-
thing is going well there.

Sincerely yours,
(Signed) Mason.
Have to write another letter and the boat may go any moment so

1 shant bother to look this over and correct it. This is a miserable type-
writer, so please overlook errors.
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Dear Miss licHugh:

Here I am at last, about the time I hoped to get
homej arrived last night. Did you ever go anywhere where you
weren’t told that the weather was very unusual? This is the dry
season herej it should be the height of the dry season, but there
hag- been a succesgion of downpours ever since noon.

After thirteen days in llexico City I finally
left without an answer to my request. Seems to me it should have
been merely a routine matter, a request for permission of transit
in bond from a port to Guatemalan territory through Mexico. Iy
insistence on a reply finally brought out that the Revenue De-

artment had submitted the question to the Department of Education
%God knows why) and the Subsecretary of the latter said he would
have to think over the matter at length. Reygadas, the present
head of Archeology, opined that that cerebration would take a
week at the least, possibly two, and advised me to leave and at-
tend to the question by mail, so I did so. Three days and nights
by train to get herey

Got your letter of March 17 this morning, also
one from Burkitt. I wired him offering to go where he is working
at Chocold, but he prefers to come here (replied by wire), so I
shall see him Sunday, day after tomorrow. leanwhile shall make
contacts here. The Jjob will probably take a long time, but I
hope to make good progress nezt week. I presume the week after
that, Holy Week, as is usual in Latin countries, nobody will work,
and I will run out and see some sites. Probably run out to Coban
to gsee 1if Dieseldorff has any pots worth painting there. On my way
home I want to take in Quirigua and also run in to Uaxactun where
another expedition from the Carnegie is working under very similar
conditions to thése I shall have to meet at Pledras Negras. That
trip may mean two weeks. So figure out when I will be backe

Your letter requires no comment; many thanks for
attending to all those matters. I hope the large envelop which I
gent containing the many letters and my replies to them went through
safely. Also hope that you received the box which I sent and that
customs gave you no trouble.
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The Sociedad de geografia g Historia 1s a new institution
here, founded 1923, but is rather vigorous and promises well.
Archeology is one of their greatest interests. The National Museum
and the Direccion General de Arqueologia, Etnologla e Historia
which Gates tried to establish and which are legally established
"died aborning'. We now exchange with their "Anales" (of the
Sociedad} but we lack their earlier numbers and they ours. Our
first number of theirs is IV,&. The first three numbers of vol.

I are out of print and unobtainable, although they are advertising
for and paying well for them, and one or two of the otherd vols.
are alsolexhausted. But they gave me about eight issues which

are still in stock. These will be sent direct to you. They have
only a few issues of the lMuseum Journal, beginning with December
1927. March, 1928 seems to be missing, and the last double number
not yet received. I presume this is the only institution and
library in Guatemala which receives our publications, and the
members thereof compose all those interested in archeology, so it
would be a good move to Send them as many of our back issues asg

we can spare, and I respectfully recommend same. If you send
many, tell them to try to secure a full set of theirs for us and
also send any miscellaneous publications of theirs.

I see that Chicago had a 19 inch snowfall a few days
ago and probably Phlladelphia got a bit too. Sorry I shallbe so
late in getting back, but shall push this business through asg
quickly asg possible. Iy cordial regards to everyone.

Sincerely yours,

§ M
Miss Jane ll. lMcHugh . KN o —
The University Museﬁm, ) n ﬁ»nw,

33d and Spruce Streets, ;

Philadelphia, Ps.
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Brief digest of Specimens

purchased or collected in Guatemala.

(Nos 3 and 4 were brought out; the others were left with

Mr.

1.
2.
3.
4,

Burkitt for exportation when convenient)

Sherd from Teotihuacan, Mexico.
Figurine head, Lake Amatitlan, Guatemala, gift.
Obsidian animal head, purchased by Burkitt 5,00
Carved jade pendant 15.00

5-12 7 potsherds picked up
13-17 5 potsherds picked up
18-34 17 misc. obgects bought of curio dealer 3.00"
35-76 42 * of Sra. Ascoli 25,00 -
77+125 49 pottery vessels, figurines and misc.

objects bought from Arturo Lara 200.00

126-173 48 figurine heads and small pottery objects

bought from Arturo Lara 15.00

174-196 33 potsherds picked up near Guatemala City
197-199 3 pottery vessels bought of Arthur Wagner 5.00
300-349 50 pottery vessels and miscellaneous objects

bought of Arthur Wagner 135,00
350 Green stone bead or pendant, gift
351 Pottery whistle «15
2352 Small pottery mask .10
B538 Potsherd, picked up
254 Large archaic stone figure, bought of Justo Géndarias33.00 -
255-256 2 potsherds picked up
357-260 4 pottery vessels bought of Arthur Wagner 10.00
261 Alabvaster carved vase, bought from Sr. Barrientos 85.00 ©

Total of purchases — 601.45

g 5°(.25



Guatemala, April 2, 1930+
Dear lir. Jayne:

I have been here almost a week now and things are going
very slowly, as I should have expected. So far I have done little
more than establish contacts, make friendships and consider a plan
of campaign. All business arrangements take long in this country
and this Jjob in particular is one which must be handled with great
care and circumspection.

I regret to report that I have become pessimistic con-
cerning the probability of securing a permit which will -£
glve us much in the line of specimens for the Museum. I find out
that the laws are stricter than I was informed. You remember lor-
ley told us that the Guatemalan government would divide evenly.
Also I asked the Guatemalan Minister, Recinos, to send me a draft
of the decrees covering such work; he sent me one of 1922 author-
izing such a dlvision. Now I find that there is a later decree,
of 1925, which lMorley should certainly have known of, abrogating
the former, and granting the outside institution only minor
duplicates. lorley’s permit to work at Uaxactun was granted
after this, but since the Carnegie has no museum and is interested
solely in research, they are satigfied with this arrangement.s I
presume we will not be. The site at Piedras Negras was decided
upon on account of the exquisite sculpture there which we hope
to get out; if this is forbidden and if our work must be restricted
to a purely scientific investigation, I think there are other places

of lesser importance which would present problems of more scientific
value.

However, the case is far from hopeless, and I am gett-
ing advice slowly and laying my plans carefully. All decrees exist
mainly on paper here and are obeyed only when popular opinion com-
pels. Unfortunately they have a chauvenistic complex about their
monuments here. No one takes any interest in them until a foreigner
does, a nd then they rise to their defense. No matter how fair and
sensible a proposal I make, if the newspapers get word of it they
will make a stink about it and then it will be all off. You may
imagine that it will be difficult to keep 1t from them, but if that
can be done the chances are good. You remember that Spinden came
down here several years ago on practically the same mis sion, sug-
gesting to get out these stelae and give some to the government here

but he went about it too openly with a formal request, the newspapers
arose, and his request was refused.

I am consulting continually with Burkitt and with tie
two most important members of the Sociedad de Historia, to whom the
decision will probably be put up. They realize the importance of
getting the stelae out and wlll help me to go about the appeal in
the right way and will give a favorable answer if it is put up to
themj they favored Spinden’s proposal. Everybody takes graft here
from the President down and I have Promised thege two to make it
worth thelr while if they succeed in putting this through for me.
Burkitt thinks abou$-#250.00 each will be about right. If they
fail I will give them about ten percent of that for their endeavors.
Even at that they are not optimistic of success. Burkitt says that
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ten thousand to the proper"higher-up" would put it through. I
believe that one of the(sCtela would bring that much at auction,
but nevertheless I wouldn’t consider paying so much out of the
appropriation unless you authorized it. B. aldo says that the
papers can be bought off to keep quiet for surprisingly little,
but I am not conslidering that either, not at present.

It is suggested thagbeveral favors might be offered
which will incline the higher &uthorities favorably to the pro-
posal. I shall suggest these on my own responsibility and without
asking your approval if they seem wise to me. I may offer a feee
scholarship at our new School of Archeology with a stipend of§ 1000
per year during the term of the agreement; that might catch the
Secretary of Public Instruction with whom the decision lies. Then
I may offer to keep one or two student assistants or inspectors

at a salary of# 100 per month at the diggings. That will
give the president or secretary a couple of places to fill with
patronage. A copy of llaya Pottery to the Sociedad de Geografia y
Historia will help. Another suggestion is that I agree to take
the stelae, all of them if possible, only on loan and to be re-
turned 1f and when the Guatemalan Government makes a request for
them and pays expenses of shipment and packing. The probabllity
1s that this would never be done. Iy plan is, of course, to find
out the minimum terms which will be acceptable to the goverhment
before making an official proposal. Even then, when the proposal
becomes official and therefore public, the papers will probably
make a stink and the Minister of Education may be compelled to
refuse.

The official decrees call for a Department of Archeo-
logy, a National Museunm, etc., but none of these has yet been
established or proposed. The o0ld National Museum was destroyed
in an earthquake a decade ago and never reestablished. The
Uinister of Education and the Sociedad de Geografla will have the
decision.

ll1gs lMcHugh, can you tell me which institution ordered
a copy of lMaya Pottery a year or so ago? It does not seem to be
in the library of the Sociedad. Burkitt complains that he did not
recelve a copy of the second part, although he has the first. He
requests that he be sent thesSecond part by the same way that he
was sent the first several Jears ago. Do not mention his name but
send to llessrs Eggers and Heinlein, 59 Pearl Street, New York City,
and ask them to send with their mext shipment to their Guatemalan
clients, K. Champney and Co., inside of one of their boxes. Give
the net weight and ‘describe it as "libro de estampas sueltasg".
He also spoke to me about a work which he suggested writing for us
on the modern Guatemalan Indian calendar. I think we considered
the question before lr. Jayne wasg appointed,and refused. I believe
we thought he asked a good deal for it. Since we are on the point
of publishing several works bearing on this same tople, it might
be well to reconsider it. I would like lir. Jayne to read his letter
in which he makes this suggestion. He thinks it will be longer now
than he thought then, possibly 1%,000 words.



Better send me ahother 500 dollars in the most convenient
way. I shall not need 1t unless I have to butter some fingers.
I shall have to if I get the concegsion, but it will be worth it.
Better keep my address as the Amerkcan Embassy, though I shall
probably continue to stay at the Hotel Rex. Regular mail is slow
and once a weekj air mail is much faster and three times a week,

but I imagine the regular U, S. airmail stamp will not carry to
here.

I do not recommend breaking with Burkitt, at any rate not
yet. Excavations and exportation of antiquities, even private
property, are prohiblted, but there is no National Museum, and
everyone disobeys the law as conscientiously as they do the Volstead
Act home. It would not be possible to make an agreement with the
government whereby he could work under the law and divide the finds.
He feels that even if he were caught sending stuff out his connect-
ion with us would not be divulged. According to him, he is a pri-
vate individual, unconnected, who digs on his own account and sells
hils finds and notes to outside museums, and if he is caught that 1is
his own business. I think confiscation is the only penalty. I
feel differently on the question now that I find out that there is
no safe repository for archeologicalzobjects here, and no provision
for a division of spoils. B. agreesf however, that it would be
better for him not to try to ship anything until our large expedi-
~tion is over. He is, however, anxious to see some things in print,
as he suggested in his letter of which you sent me a copy, especially
abouxﬁhe work at Chocold. He is convinced that scientific reports
on his work published in Philadelphia would never come to the
attention of newspapers or officials here, but I am afraid of it.

God knows when I’11 be back. Cordial regards to you all.

Sincerely,

Apritl 3.
I received a lot of mail today forwarded by you. Only
the enclosed one needs consideration by Mr. Jaynes I shall not
answer 1t. I think only a two-cent stamp is required to here.

It seems to me I get only about half an hour’s work
done every day. We decided the next move was for me to get the
American Minister to introduce me to the President, but the Min-
ister had taken the day off, and so all progress is held up until
tomorrow. We held a conference last night and decided that pros-
pects are not rosy. I must begin to ponder what would be the next
best bet in case application for Pledras Negras, with a division
of finds, ks refused. I will gppreciate Mr. Jayne’s advice, and
have you any idea of Mr. Johnson’'s feelings in the matter?

Cordially yours,

(). Qare Yoo
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Deax Ore Mason:
~ It took only six days to get your letter of
April Bnde I hope that thie with its enclosures will

- resch you in smple time to carry on your political
eampeisn, M, Burkitt has alwsys imressed upon us the
importance of sending érafis in small denominationg -
thet {s the resson I have broken up the (500 in throe
dr={isge.

Your letter is not very encourssing but
bakhshish may help out muterially. !tre Jayne will, I
- am osure, write you immedistely ucon his return -~~ when
that will be I camnot any for neither we nor the
ronnsylvanis Museum heve hed o word from him since heo
left on Fel;mery twe«ntyheiﬂ&th.

I am he iwving pacied today o eopy of part 11
of Mays Pottery snd ®ill send it on to ? Harkits
eddrossed in the masner which you have m&zczﬂ;e&u
T hope that you will epolopize for me o Mr. Burkity,
his cooy should have pgone long n0oy the fault rects
entirely with me for I should have fulfilled my rromise
to him long cre th i8¢

You sak if we have sny idea of lire Jolmnaon's
feelings in the metter of excavations in Cuatemmlas I
eannot sey because any conferences which may hove been
held between Mre Jomne znd hinself hove been mway from
the Tusewt. !ire Johnson is still in the South but I hear
that he expocts to return North this month,
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I hed u visit last week from Mr, Brichom of the
Pattle Creek Muscum; he appecred to enjoy his inspection
of the Mursjo pottery =-- he s2id nothing to me sbout our
subseribing to his work but lef% here for the Zoological
Cardens »nd the lcademy of Natursl Sciences. e anpears
to me to be rother clderly to stand the hardships of the
Amaron recions

You may remember that erkitt'a proposition for

his work on the calendar was that his pay “should be
reckoned as about the payment for three years work.”
He epoke then of ten or itwelve thousund words, snd taking
his »resent pay at the rate of {3,000 & yesy you and

I felt that 1t wos too grest an expense to incurs I wonder
vhether he reslly meant & Tull yesr's sslery or only a

part of the yoar for he seldom gave full time to his vork
ror the Isewnm.  If we were called upon to pay him

210,500 for ten te twelve thousand words nls longer articls
of fifteen thousend would cont us | 213,000, e goolly mum
for a manuseript it secems to me. Could you not plead
irmorance or Torgmetfulness of the terms which Burkits
mentioned snd sound him out again sbout the Tir-ure whieh
he now hvg in mind Tor the mmumript;

I fine that we can send &lr meil letters to
fuatemals at the rate of 15 cents a half ounce.

I sgreec with you that Burkitt 1s a valuable csset
to us in Custemals =nd I think we should do everyvihing
in our nower to heep him sssociated with us.

All sre well hores The scveral leeture courses
have come %0 sn end g0 we are sble to plek up the locse
ends here snd there and get a few of the many neplected
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Dear Mr. Jayne:

latters are still unsettled yet. Nothing can'be
hurried in these countries, e specially a matter which requires
go much thought in handling.

The developnments since I wrote last have been:
I had a brief interview with the President, too brief to allow
me time for argument or explahation. As I had been warned, I
don’t think the President knew what I was talking about — he
was a muleteer until he became a general. He said, ofi course,
that all facllities would be afforded me under the law, but that
anything against the law would be impossible. But he said he
would putl the question in the hands of the linister of Foreign
Relations and the Sociedad de Historias Both of these are favor-
ably inclined. The lMinister is an intelligent and educated man
and quite favorably disposed towards letting foreign institutions
work and retain their share. He put the decision up to the Socie-
dad which held a meeting Friday and heartily approved of my pro-
posal. A letter giving their reasons and arguments in its favor
was prepared yesterday and I expect another meeting will be called
by the Minister tomorrow to decide the terms of the contract which
will be prepared for submission to the linister of Education.

I think I told you before, but it will do no harm to
repeat, that the law decrees that "walls, stelae and other immo-
vable objects" must be carefully protected, although casts may be
taken, and that all (@bjects /fmall) found belong to the National
liuseum, the outside institution'receiving only minor duplicates.
To get an agreement in conflict with this law would probably
require an act of the national assembly which might be hard, and
would certainly be slow, to get. At any rate it would bring the
matter into the public press, which we wish to avoid. We shall
argue in trying to prove that our petition is wler the law, in
addition to the obvious and logical arguments, that thetelae at
Piedras Negras are not immovable, that there ig no such thing ag
a duplicate in archeology, and that the Direction of Archeology
and National Museunm prescribed by the same decree have never been
established. Just who will decide whether our petition is con-
@ya;y to the law I do not know, but I shall take the advice of the
Minister of Foreligh Relations. If it 1s decided that our request
for an equal division of the spoils is illegal, I shall then pro-

bably make another proposal which has been sugcested
' 39 as pr
the best solution of the problem. ’Ub probably



2/

This suggestion is that, since there is as yet no
National Museum. or any safe repository for archeological
objects here, we be allowed to take everything to Philadel-
phia on indefinite loan, such loan to be for a minimum per-
iod of, say, ten years, and after that when the Guatemalan
Government has established a National lMuseum and is ready
to pay for packing and shipment of the speclmens, they may
demand them back. The great probability is that they will
never be willing to pay that expense and will forget all
about them.

Another matter that has just come to a head is
that the Minister of Education resigned yesterday and his
successor has not been considered or appointed yet. The
petition will have to be sent to him and decided by him,

8o the character of his successgor will be most important to
us. I think I wrote you that I was advised to hold off my
application, since his fall has been in the air for some
time, and it may turn out to be well that I did so — or
vice-versa. The retiring Minlister was not a strong man,

and wag said to be the principal henchman of Recinos, :
Minister at Washington, who is almest certainly favorable to
our petition. His successor may be strongly anti-American,
in which case it may go hard with us.

There will be only three days this week in which
I can do anything, for beginning Thursday, everything is
closed until after Easter. I shall probably run out to see
some sites with Burkitt during the Easter holidays.

I enclose a lecture announcement which I received
from Barretty possibly you also received one. Barrett is a
most pleasant cultured gentleman. I do not think I ever
heard him give a popular lecture, but I should not expect
much pep or enthusiasm. Whether the topic fits our lecture
geries I leave you to decide. Morley also asked me whether
wa had our lecturers repeat two years in succession. He
hag lots of pep, enthusiasm, and a topic of especial interest
to us and I would recommend him again. But I have heard
geveral criticisms that his last lecture was too popular and

superficial. He can certainly make it deeper and more
gscientific if he is asked to.

With cordial regards to all
Sincerely yours,
mﬂb—\f\\ﬂ{\—\—\

I also enclose a letter from\@uthe of the Committee
on State Archaeological Surveys concerning a circular to be
published by them. I think we should order some of these,



Guatemala City,
April 23, 1930.

Dear Miss McHugh:

Your two letters of April 8 and 10 arrived duly some
days ago but I have felt too poorly to write the last few days.
Saturday I began feeling mean with chills and fever, headache
and other local aches, including my few remaining teeth, and
general weakness and loss of pep. VYesterday I got tired of
feeling poorly and went to the American Hospital where the
physician said that the worst he could give me was influenza =
I had expected malariae. Hq@ave injections yesterday and today,
and two more to come, together with tablets which are probably
bromo-quinine, and in a couple of days I should be all right
againe I suppose for the sake of the community I should be in
bed, but even though there is nothing to do, I hate that.

Your fﬁﬁﬁendly personal letters are greatly appreciated
and I must reply in kind. But first I nmust report briefly on
the results of the last week or 80, which have been practically
nils I think I last reported that the President had put the
matter in the hands of the Minister of Fareign Relations who
referred 1t to the Sociedad de Historia. The latter made a very
favorable report, and the Minister himself is very favorable.

A week ago today, just before the Baster vacation, he said the

matter would be brought up at the next meeting of the Cabinet,
which was ye#terday, and that a reply would be available today.
The angwer this morning was that the Cabinet decided to leave
the entire matter in the hands of the Minister of Education.

So tomorrow moraning I will be taken to see him by the Secretary
of the Sociedad. The latter, rather against my Judggment, but
on the advice of Burkitt, has been promised § 250 if the deal
goes through, so he hasg something at stake and will use his best
influence. I think I told Jou that the linistry of Education
changed hands only ten days or so ago, and I have not met him
yet, so my four weeks down here are to date absolutely barren
of results. I hoped to run out into the country to see some
things during the Easter vacation, but Burkitt saild it would be
impossible to get mules, hospitality or agsistance during that

periocd, so I remained in the city. Possibly for the better, in
view of my attack of flu.

The letter you forwarded from Russia wag from a Profesgor
A. Schepotieff, University, Ufa (Baschuirie), Russia. (I am not
certain of Baschuirie, but it is in Eastern Russiaj please look
1t up in Minerva or the Gazeteer.) He 18 intercsted in American
languages, e specially those of California, and says the publica-
tions cannot be eecured there. Will you look in the left hand
section of the lower part of ny bookcase where I keep my own pub-
lications, and send him a copy each of my "The Language of the
Salinan Indians" and "The Mutsun.Language.........Arroyo de la
Cuesta®. Both are publications of the University of California,



I spoke to Burkitt again about his proposed paper on the
native calendars, and asked him what his proposal was. He re-
plied as in his letter, three years pay. I said that would be
about ten thousand to which he agreed, so I replied I wouldn’t
recommend paying that for any manuscript by anyone. So there is
nothing more to be said on that score. Prices for archaeological
objects seem to me very high here, compared to what I am used to
in Mexico, or else Burkitt pays too high. I find he paid one
thousand for a plain jade (if it is jade) bowl which I have not
yet troubled to put on exhibition. On the other hand hg@aid only
five hundred ' for the fine metate which is on exhibition!' I have
bought several small collections of typical Guatemala archeology
for# 260, and probably can get some more, but shall not do so
unless they are very cheap, for I do not wish to take any more
out of my appropriation and do not know how Mr. Johnson would
feel about having his funds employed for purchase instead of ex-
cavatione. Whatever I buy here Burkitt will store until it isg
feasible to get them out.

I am sorry I missed seeing Brigham, but shed no tears
over Gates. ©Several persons in addition to yourself told me of
the death of Dr. Mlercer. Theflast time I was out t here he told
me of a number of things he had there, both notes and manuscripts
and material, which he said really ought to be with us, but I
think there was nothing of great value.

You Woulﬁbave enjoyed the Holy Week here since nearly
every one of the many churches in the city had a procesgsion

with many figures and saints and hundreds or thousands of uni-
formed attendants, called here "cucuruchos". I presume I shocked
Burkitt, who 1s a good Catholic, by calling them "cucarachas",

the meaning of which you may find in the dictionary (Spanish, of
courge). But I hope I atoned for my sin by attending high mass

at the Cathedral Easter Sunday Morning. The greater part of

that, it seemed to me, consisted of dressing and undressing the
Archbishop. A few Sundays ago I attended the Episcopal service
which 13 held in a room in a private house, the only Protestant
gservice in the City, so far as I know. But I got no kick out of
thaty I like beauty with my ritual. Tell Mrs Dam I curse myself
for not accepting her offer of the little movie camera. The
Easter processions and the Brightly dressed Indians in the markets

and on the roads would havimade wonderful views. I shoul?have
realized that.

With archeology all around me and the city full of Indians
I feel I ought to be able to OCcupy every moment, but, in spite of
the little I have done so far, practically every morning or after-
noon, except during the Egster holidays, has been occupled by some
engagement or other. Still, I feel that if old Boas were here in

my place, he would have all the languages and archeology of the
country studied by this tinme.

I expect more mail this evening or tomorrow mornin 8
shall hold this a bit. * gk



Burkitt and I had a most interesting trip of a few dayg
the latter part of last week while we were waiting for the Minister
of Education to make up his mind. We went to the region of Sahta
Lucia Cotzumalhuapa, Pantaleon and Baul on the west coast where
there are very interesting carvings. The best known of thesge
sculptured stones are from Santa Lucia and were taken years ago
to Berlin. One of the largest stones there, measuring 11 £t by
7 ft by 18 to 20 inches and weighing probably in the neighborhood
of ten tons was lying flat and ha$ carving on the upper side.

But on account of itg position it had certainly never been photo-
graphed, though rubbings had probably been taken. We got a big
gang of men with jacks and tackles and succeeded finally after two
days of work in getting it up on its edge. As we hoped, on the
under side, was a perfectly preserved carving which is, of course,
entirely new to everyone. Although I had only my small kodak, I
got fairly good photographs of both sides. These would make

a very lnteresting and important little report for the BULLETIN.

I will write very soon a little article of one or two hundred
words and will enclose some of the negatives. I took a number.

of similar photographs, so can take the chance of -sending you
one of each.

At last it seems ‘ag though I can see the end of my work
here and am looking forward to getting home.

With cordial regards to all,

Sincerely yours,

R TR



Guatemala City,
May 6, 1930.
ol
Dear Jayne e¥ Migs lMcHugh:

At last after six weeks here (where hag the time gone to?)
I have something definite to report. Permission to excavate will
almost certainly be granted but not on very favorable terms, from
my point of view. Luna, the Secretary of the Sociedad here,
thinks I should be highly delighted for, as you remember, Spinden
was given a cold refusal of practically the same request. The
Carnegie Institution has “"gummd the game" for other institutions
in these countries by making agreements whereby they keep only
"minor duplicates". Having no museum, they are not interested in
Specimens, but that makes 1t difficult for other institutions to
receive better terms. A s you remember, the law permits only
such minor duplicates to be retained by outside Institutions, so
I presume I must accept whatever better terms the government is
willing to give, or else give up the idea of work in Guatemala
entirely. The impression that I got from Morley, and also from
Luna and Burkitt, is that, while the terms of the contract will
be rather rigid, they will not be harshly enforced to the letter,
and that in practice it will work out better for us than is author-
lzed by the terms of the contract. Nevertheless I realize that '
the buginess men on the Board of lanagers will look upon the con-
tract as iron-clad.

The new Minister of Education yesterday presented to me the
basic terms upon which permission will be granted. The vital
features thereof are, that we will be granted a loan of half the
Specimens secured, and pay all costs, including the shipment of
their half to Guatemala City or any other point in Guatemala, the
cost of shipment of the Specimens on loan back here at the termina-

tion of the loan, and the salary of inspectors while the work is
progressing.

The details of the contract are still to be drawn up. I
shall, of course, insist upon a minimum term for the loan, twenty
years, I should say at least; I shall try to limit the inspectors
to one at a small salary, and I will try to get them to ray the
cost of the return of the specimens lent to us, though I doubt if
this can be arranged. If it can, it will act ag a strong deterrent
against a recall. The general lmpression is that there is such
little interest in archeology here that the loan will be practically

& permanent one, but nevertheless the contract s
against sudden whims. ¢t should protect us

When the definite terms are arranced I shall pr [
Jou asking authorization to sign contra?%. ; i ki

Last night I met sr. Je Antonio Villacorta Ce who is
most active archeologist here and was formerly b

: he mix-up regarding
When he wasg Minister he ordered
H. gsent the first part which V. hag in

the copies of yA YA POTTERY here.
a copy from Hiersemann.



his home, keeping 1it, so he says, safe untll the government estab- LB
lishes the Department of Archeology prescribed by law. He says Wl
this first part was pald for by the government some time ago. \ v
Thinking that the entire four parts had been issued, he wrote both Y off
to Hiersemann and to Philadelphia about the other parts and, %ﬁﬁtﬁ
apparently, both H. and Soule sent copies of Part II. Meanwhile K b/
V. had left the Ministry and has not yet seen these gtwo coples of {?Fﬁ
Part II. I think Soule was paid for his copy the end of larch of s
this year, but presumably H. has not been paid. Apparently one W»P
of the copies of Part II should be returned. Shall I do anythingshk ;
about it? If you had not already sent a copy to the order of V7
Burkitt, I would turn one of them over to him. ' Wi, W
Kindly send me immediately$ 1000 in drafts of $200 each.
Or if you can cable me half of it, so much the better. I am L
thinking of sending in to Piedras Negras as soon as the contract Q,p&fb
1s arranged a young engineer who is out of work here and who nag “* g
had considerable experience in bullding roads, setting up camps, *mﬂwﬁ
moving heavy loads of mahogany through the Jungle, etc. He can gy
probably get the road surveyed and some houses bullt before the ‘
beginning of July when the heavy rains stop all work. It will
make 1t so much easier to begin work there next February. Also,
1f I can get it at a bargain,df 300 or 80, I am thinking of buying
another small archeological collection in the city here. ‘

Burkitt has turned over to me your letter to him of \
April 23. Incidentally he wishes me to thank you for the copy of .
MAYA POTTERY which you are Sending him. With regard to the Xime- NLE
nez manuscript, the owner, Sr. Francisco lontano Ne, gave me a AT
letter to his agent, Sr. Enrique Lopez H., ip New York City W
authorizing him to show, or to lend it to me. He speaks of "the ‘| ¢ib
price which you know of". As Burkitt wrote you on February 27 K

the owner "considered a thousand dollars an insufficient priceé .3{3'
(I don't know how Burkitt got this information). La Farge, ac- . N '#
cording to your letter, considers that it would be "well bou ht R
at any sum undery250.00". As it is apparently the original i g
Camous work, considered lost,d 250 seems to me rather cheap, but W
I would not recommend its purchase by us at much more. Itpis théfy‘ W
fourth part of a history and, presumably, concerns mainly the ﬁg? ® Y
colonial history of Guatemala about 1700. While 1t would doubtl R
Sguidvggyo¥aiuable iccession for a library of American histggy ii\“ﬁxﬁg
_ €8s value to an anthropolosi . . A
wantgf to publish it ourselvesg, I Wguiggigiieiiggggy; mggliss b N§\%j*;
printed copy of it as being more serticeable to Students.  ohe \ \N N
= bt S;S\?ilfn & 00py of the original, has just been pub- ¥
acorta, and t LS
understand that the third’bart igeli:zongngaittis in press. I‘ Sg?;ﬁ'
ing. I understand alsg E . bRl ot L8 0 RS
and possibly of the thgrgaggéthe ori%inals sifhagithid S 0 BAEE e
to me that this fourth part Sﬁéuigeb niLeiPZiS, and 1f 8o it geems ~ '

I should like to se S s, lhe same place. Still \\ o

1t would be to ug ngggagi?u§g§ipt and decide of how much value
or lir. Jayne will see the manus

8
ogrigt bifgze I return ang I will be interestegd to hear your o ini

. Ve no knowledge of the Lr, Cordon wh L
PoSsession now, ? e




Guatemala City
Mey T, 1930.

Dear Jgyne and Miss McHught

I am hurrying to get this into the mail so it will
leave early in the morning by air mail, so I will make typwo-
graphical errors without correction.

The Minister of Education just gave me a copy of the
tentative contract which I have translated and typed on separate
sheets. I am to make objections and propose changes tomorrow,
and Friday afternoon it will be brought up before the Council of
Ministers. It should be ready for signing Monday.

The Minister gaid, if I understood hinm correctly,
that they would be willing to give us half permanently, but such
gifts are prohibited by law, and that the best thing they can do
is to make it appe®r as a loan, but that it will be practically
permanent. I asked for a minimum period of teenty years, but he
said that contracts for more than ten years are prohibited by law,

and agreed to make it a minimum period of ten years which can be
extended.

Allthough I am authorized to make agreements for the
Museum; since the things can be given only as a loan, I prefer
to ask your specific authorization to sign and expect to cable
you tonight AUTHORIZE ME SIGN CONTRA_CT FOR HALF SPECIMENS ON
MINTMUM TEN YEAR LOAN CABLE DONE THOUSAND DOLLARS BANCO INTERNACIONATL
THROUGH BROWN EROTHERSw¥

I probably shall not need the entire thousand, but am
tired of asking for smaller sums and having to msk again. I am
going to take the risk of sending in to Piedras Negras at once a
young Irish engineer in whom I have confidence and who is Just out
of a job here., He will survey for the road and begin the building
of it, have some shacks builty and draw me up a report concerning
trahsportation equipment and supplies needed. I will need several
hundred to finance him, and may buy another smgll collection here,

I anm enclosing you a short article I have just written
on #844 an interesting stone whioh Burkitt and I examgned and

about which I wrote more at length in another letter which I mail
ed

yesterday but which will probably go in this sane alr mail. I also

enclose two of the negatives and a cauple of prints, I have more

negatives as good as these so dare to h t
them to you now. take the chance of sending

Hurriedly yours,

= thwa:\NNw?v»—

It 1s strange that I never learpdd the cable address
lMuseum nor the code of the

you use, but Burkitt savs
iy s says the address is



May 14, 1030

Deay Hasons

I sm only beck o few days but I should
have written you sooner except that I have bLeen
enormously busye. I hope this reaches you before you
atort homos

ve are all well satisfied vwith the contract
you have put throughe In the circumstonces it seems
to be by fer the best we could hope for, and beitter then
ve expected vhen you first told sbout the situations
1 do not think that we run much rigk of losing the
objects at the ond of ten yesras and even if we do we
shall st least have the satisfaction of being the only
musoum $o exhibit such objocts for a decade any veye

You will heve roceived the draught for
£1,000 end both Miss MeTuch and I rogret that in the
oxcitemont of hurrying it off to you, we failed %o
ecable authorization to sirn the conmtroete I hope this
418 not hamper youe ‘

Thank you for the article about e shabie

graphe of the stone exemined by you and Burkitt. The
Bulletin is, unfortunately, done for the yeur but
perhons we cen include it in the first number of the
reorgenized Journol vhieh I em now very much inelined
to devote Lo Durkitt's Chocola article {or any other
of his 138.) if 1t meets with your approvale By the
vay, if you have a chance aund think 1t wise, ask
Burkitt if he minds our altering his spellings It ls
vory eretifying that you and he rot on #0 woll and that
his connexion with the Museum remains intocts I do
think it safe to try publishing ot least one of his
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articless If it raises a row, still it probably will
not prevent his permenontly workinges If it does not
reise & fuss we can thon 1ittle by little geot them all
into print.

Our funds are sinply insufficient for us to
consider publishing his memuscript on the Cuatemalan
Calendares I'11l write hinm tactfully asbout this laters

lire Johnson is sbroad Lut I think eny
arrengenent ve make will be seceptable to hime He hes
alreedy given the monoy for the first two years snd 1t
is in our hends so there is no chance of hazarding this,

There sre meny other things in your letters
that I look forward to talking over with you, but
nothing urgent o for as I can see and with the
accumilnted Jobs before m, I'd rother defor them until
you get back.

e had a splendid trip thoush somewhat
hurried svoryvhere, vhich apcounts for the faoet that
I did not writes The verious expeditions of the Husoun
in the Hear Zact were very prosperous and the future
looks brighte

Looking forward to seeing you,

Adways sincerely

Horace He ?. Jarmne
DIREOTOR

Dre Je Aldlon nson
e¢/o imerioan Imbasay
Guatemala City
Cuatemala



Guatemala City,
May 15, 1930.

Dear Jayne:

After waiting several days for your reply to my first
cablegram I cabled you again this morning FUNDS RECEIVED WHEN MAY
I EXPECT AUTHORIZATION. It had only been sent two hours when I
received yours FUNDS SENT APPROVE CONTRACT. I am afraid my cable
may hive confused you, for you may have thought it was in reply to
yours. It is almost impossible that yours came in reply to mine so
quickly.

I saw the minister of Public Education yesterday after-
noon and he intimated that all the amendments to his tentative
contract which I had suggested would be acceptable, having been
agreed to by the Cabinet Council the previous day. The ten year
loan especially. He intimated that they would be glad to give us
half permanently if it were not prohibited by law and that the
loan is the best way of getting around it. It will probably be
continued for decades indéfinitely.

The contract, he said, would be ready for signing on
lMonday. Since this isgs Thursday I decided to run up into the high-
lands with Burkitt on a trip which he had planned for us and which
will take about a week. The contract will be signed, theny in a
week or ten days, and I will take the next boat home. We are going
to g0 up into the Quiché country, and one of my principal jobs
there will be to find someone who can translate that manuscript
for LaFarge.

I have taken a chance and employed an engineer here who
seems to me very efficient, honest and reliable and who is out of
work and in a bad fix. Due to the low price of coffee industry is
about at a standstill. He has made roads, camps, has handled very
heavy mahegany logs, can run a radio sending ouqfand amstall 1it,
install and run lighting plant, pump, etc., and of course handles
Spanish. So I have taken him on at one hundfred a month and ex-
penses to go immediately to Piedras Negras and begin surveying and
making the road, etc. Gave him five hundred dollars and raid bills
amounting to a hundred more for him. It is taking a chance, but
I think I can rely upon him, and if so We can have the road well
under way by the time we are ready to begig&xcavationg next January,
besides giving employment to a man who need®d it.

‘Now 1t is 11:30 and I have to write another letter, do
Some packing and get up at 5:30, so adios, with cordial Begards to
all, and anticipations of an e arly return.

Sincerely yours,

CI:L*“\:\Vﬂﬂhrﬂ__







Guatemala City,
May 22, 1930.

Dear Jayne:

I arrived back in Guatemala City last night and this morning
got your letter of lMay 1l4. Glad to hear that you are back. I
expected to beat you back. But I shall not be long behind you,
probably about June 3.

This morning I called at the Education office and signed the
contract which was awaiting me there although I d4id not see the
linister. I expected to sail this Sunday the 25, arriving in
New York Tuesday the 34, but I am told that the contract must be
signed by the President which will hold me up a few days longer so
that I will probably take either the New Orleans boat a week from
today, reaching New Orleans lionday June 2, or, more probably, the
boat which leaves Wednesday the 28, leave it at Havana llay 3L,and
cross.to Key Wegt and up the coast by rail.

The contract, I understand, will not have to be approved by
the Agsembly, which is fortunate. It grants us a ten year loan o
half the finds} it does not especially state that the loan is
"prorrogable" (renewable) but that is the understanding. We nust
pay salary and expenses of one inspector, but the Minister has not
yet informed me what this salary is to be. The division is to be
made there at the ruins and I am sure that for a small fee we can
get the better half of the specimens. The remainder I must place,
at our expense, at any place named in Guatemala.

I took a chance and gave a young engineer who was here out of
work 500, and he left this morning for Piedras Negras to survey 2
for the road that we must make and to make a report upon methods
of transportation and equipment needed. He will work until August
and then 1s returning here to get married. After that he may seek
& better place, but if he can find none and his work for me is
sapisfactory I may keep him on.

'Burkitt and I took a trip up into the highlands into the
Quiché country for the main purpose of finding someone to translate
that manuscript. We found one whoff we think will do, and left the
manugeript with a responsible third party, together with a check
for §150 to pay the translator. -

I left Burkitt at the hacienda of Chocoll yesterday. He is
2 queer fellow and has to be handled tactfully, but we got along
very well, I am immensely pleased that you are thinking of bring-
ing out some of his work ag the first number of the new JOURNAL.
He will be too; he is anxious to have the report on the Chocold
work appear. We had our nearest approach to a falling-out when I
€xplained to him that his article would be too long for the BULL-
ETIN and too short for the new(sleries of the JOURNAL. If we can
combine that with some others of his reports into one issue of the
JOURNAL I heartily favor kt. The short article on the new stone
we turned up and which you say 1s too late for the BULLETIN I
would rather expand and publish elsewhere, and not mix it up with
Burkitt?s reports,



Guatemala City,
May 22, 1930.

Dear Jayne:

I arrived back in Guatemala City last night and this morning
got your letter of May 1l4. Glad to hear that you are back. I
expected to beat you back. But I shall not be long behind you,
probably about June 3.

This morning I called at the Education office and signed the
contract which was awaiting me there although I did not see the
Minister. I expected to sail this Sunday the 25, arriving in
New York Tuesday the 34, but I am told that the contract must be
signed by the President which will hold me up a few days longer so
that I will probably take either the New Orleans boat a week from
today, reaching New Orleans lionday June 8, or, more probably, the
boat which leaves Wednesday the 28, leave it at Havana May 3l,and
cross to Key Wesgt and up the coast by rail.,

The contract, I understand, will not have to be approved by
the Agsembly, which is fortunate. It grants us a ten year loan o
half the finds; it does not especially state that the loan is
"prorrogable" (renewable) but that is the understanding. We must
pay salary and expenses of one inspector, but the Minister has not
yet informed me what this gsalary is to be. The division is to be
made there at the ruins and I am sure that for a small fee we can
get the better half of the specimens. The remainder I must place,
at our expense, at any place named in Guatemala.

I took a chance and gave a young engineer who was here out of
work £500, and he left this morning for Piedras Negras to survey Z
for the road that we must make and to make a report upon methods
of transportation and equipment needed. He will work until August
and then 1s returning here to get married. After that he may seek
& better place, but if he can find none and his work for me is
sapisfactory I may keep him on.

'Burkitt and I took & trip up into the highlands into the
Quiché country for the main purpose of finding someone to translate
that manuscript. We found one wholt we think will do, and left the
manugeript with a responsible third party, together with a check
for §150 to pay the translator.

I left Burkitt at the hacienda of Chocold yesterday. He is
a2 queer fellow and has to be handled tactfully, but we got along
very well, I am immensely pleased that you are thinking of bring-
ing out some of his work a8 the first number of the new JOURNAL.
He will be too; he is anxious to have the report on the Chocold
work appear. We had our nearest approach to a falling-out when I
explained to him that his article would be too long for the BULL-
ETIN and too short for the new(sieries of the JOURNAL. If we can
combine that with some others of his reports into one issue of the
JOURNAL I heartily favor kt. The short article on the new stone
we turned up and which you say 1s too late for the BULLETIN I
would rather expand and publish elsewhere, and not mix it up with
Burkitt?s reports,



Of course I would never recommend paying him ten thou-
sand to write a paper on Indian languages. If we want manuscripts
to publish, we can get dozens of excellent ones free; the average
anthropologist is wondering where he can get his manuscripts pub-
lished within a decade without having to pay for it himself, not
where he can fin@l someone to pay him nearly a dollar a word for
them. :

Burkiltt has no objections whatever to our changing his
spelling; in fact he said he was surprised that we, or rather
Dr, Gordon, retained his phonetic spelling in what we have published
already. He wishes to read over proof, however, which I think
should certainly be done.

I have bought a few things here, but will leave them for
B. to get out. Also have notes and photoraphs of several other
excellent specimens and collections which I anm going to recommend
purchasing, but which I do not. care to buy out of my expedition
appropriation.

I shall have plenty to talk over with you when I get home.
This will be in less than two weeks now. Meanwhile, my most cor-
dial regards to you and all others. ‘

Sincerely yours,

" P

In the same mail I received a letter from Miss Frederica
de Laguna, inclosing copy of a letter she sent you on May 6. I
think I can second everything she says. It is a most important
region, and an unknown one and may produce both extremely inter-
esting specimens and very important scientific data. If you have
time to glance through the article I published in the JOURNAL
geveral years ago upon those extremely interesting and remarkable
stone lamps, you will see that this is the region of their occurr-
ence, and work there may not only produce more unusual specimens
of this art and culture, but solve the question of its origin.
Drs Bilrket-Smith and Mathiassen are our soundest Eskimo students,
and while Miss delaguna is still a peginner, the fact that Birket-
Smith is willkng to take her with him after she accompanied Mathi-
agsen last year indicates that both have confidence in her. You
have probably met her by this time and been convinced of her in-
terest and enthusiasm. I think her expenses would be a profitable
investment for the Museum as well as an encouragement for a young
archeologist. BShe 1s anxious to work up our archaic Eskimo mate-
rial from Point Barrow and, God bless her,- let her go to it. It is
extremely important material,scientifically,and I shall be glad to
hand it over to a specialist in that line and devote my time to

countries further south.
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Honorable Sheldon Thitehouse,
Iinister of the United 3tates of America,
Guatemala, C. A,

o

sy 8ir

o

As Curator of the American Sectlon of the lluseun
of the University of Pennasylvania I have been sent by that
institution, properly supplied with credentials, to arrvange,
or to attemp ¢t to arrange, a contract with the Guatemalsn
Government giving the Unilversity duseum permission to sake
archeclogical excavations in one of the ancient laya cities
in Guatenala. a 4 ‘

I presune I need not @lgress Lo you wpon the high
2tanding of the Univers ty luseum asong the world s srcheo~
logleal institutions. Aasan example, however, I may point
to the joint expedition of the University yuseum and the
British useum of Lendon at Uy of the Chaldees in iescpota-
mis as being probably ihe mﬁﬁt‘Rﬁtﬁhlﬁkﬁ?@hﬂﬂlﬂﬁiﬁﬁlﬂﬁﬁﬂj@ﬂh
new belng prosecuted in the worlda _ S

I am preparing o proposal teo be made te the Cuatemalan
Cevernment which will be submitted in a few days end a copy |
of which will be transmitied. to Jou. -The terms proposed will
be such as will be %o the advantage both of the Guatemalan
Covernment, the University Huseum, and %o archecloglical sclence.

The 3ni¢ersity:xuSQum»pr@pﬁea‘tafap@nﬁ between
twenty-Tive and thirty thousand dollars in thle work. The
bulk ¢f this will be expended for pay of laborers in thig
sountry, which will be of great advantage in view of the
present condition of unemployuent here. Fuethermore a larse
part of this will prcbably be spent in bullding & road which
will be of service to this countrye It is expected that the
work will continue through at least two dry seaacns, probebly

i from February until June, and if the resuits of the work are

& sufficlent to attract the interest of wealthy Philadelphians,
%' it 1s probable that the work will be continued for more years.
. ~oralssion will be requested to work at the site

iZnown as Piedras Hegras. This is in the far nerthwest corhe
of the Department of Peten on the Hexican boundary, the Usu~
macinta Rlvere It i3 a site which camnot be reached through
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Guatemala but only through ¥Yexiso. Iven through dexico it i1
is so far dlstani from centers of population that few arche- ,:i
ologists have ever been bthere and no tourisis. There is but . =1
one enall plain bullding sianding so that il has no atbract- i
ions for tourists. There are, however, a number of carved Ly
stelae which are admirable sxamples of Heyan arte. 7hile

this 12 by ne means the sole purpcse cof the proposed cexpedi- : i
tion of the University Museum, which hopes to secure iamport- i
ant sclentiflic data on ayan archeology, yet ii wmould be of : i
the greatest benefit to art and to sclence Lo Lring these i
stelae t0 @& place where they can be prescrved and seone. ot 3
ons of them is in place upright; all are fallen and most of

then broken. Aboub hall of them, which feli fase up, are

entirely eroded; the other half which fell face down, are

mainly well preserved, bubt were turned@ face up some forty o
years ago and are slowly deteriorating by the sctica of the {
rains, the moss, and (he vandalism of tho mahogany-cubiers |
and chicle-gatherers who oceaslonally pass Lhat way. They :

can be preserved in only two ways, either by maintiining s

guard there who must build ghelters Lo nrotect then {rom the

elsments, or by removing ther (o sale guarters. 4ind when

one considers that they are the sole pbjecis of popular in- '
terest at Pledras liegras and that aftsr thelr removal there

would be no reason for m-intaining a zuard there, that even Lot !
under the cere of = guard Lheir uitimate deciructlon would be {
& certain, and that in museuns iore persons would view then e i
2 every day than would ever seec them in their present place, : T
there can be no doubt as to the wisest plan to follow. :

. Unfortunately lhere 18 great populer objection
to the removal of stelae. This ig becazuse 1n the ninds of
the uninformed, all sielae are like those at Cuirigus, still
standing, unbroken, accessible and easily protected. Obviously
L NG the valld objectiéns to the removal of the Julrigus stelac
are by no means applicable to those at Piedrzs tegréis. Al
Logical reason, however, favors their removal, 1a aplte of the
porular prejuiice. y

The Uanlversity iluseum expects to share all the
arcieological objocts found at Pledras Negras with the Suate~
malan Governaent and in all ways to make a coniract which will
be fair to all parties. Vhatever help you may be able to zive
%o the Universllby lluseum and Lo myself will be nmost sincerely
appreciated. . '

very sincerely yours,




Mr,

Jayne:

The following persons specialize in Maya

archeolegy, or have personal interest in the Museum Journal

containing Burkitt’s report and should be sent copies of it

unless thpy are already on the mailing list:

Prof. Alfred M. Tozser, Peabody Museum, Cambridge, Mass.

Dr.

A Dr.

Dr.
Dr.
Mr.
Mr.
Dr.
Dr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.

Mrs

{ .5: DI'..

Mr.
Dr.
Dr.
Dr.
Dr.

H. J. Spinden, Brocklyn Museum

i 19,

8. G. Morley, Carnegie Institution, Washington

George C. Vaillant, American Museu£§ He Yo Cs

A. V. Kidder, Philiips Academy, Andover, Mass.
Frans Blom, Tulane University, New Orleans ‘
Wo kg d. oo Virdd
Clarence Hay, American Museum, N. Y. QT@
Eric Th Field M %WWA ‘
ric Thompson e us cago Z
8. K. Lothrop, Heye Museum, N. Y. C.
Marshall H, Saville, id.
Oliver G. Ricketson, Jr., 3d. Ave., N 1, Guatemala City;?l&ééézwé

Oliver LaFarge, 430 E. 57th St., N. Y. C.

L/

Elsie MacDougall, Woodstock, Ulster Co., N. Y.

T. A, Joyce, British Museum, London . '

Aldired P, Maudslay, Morney, Cross, Hereford, Englahd
Paul Rivet, Societe des Americanistes, 81 Rue de Buffon, Paris
Walter Lehmann, Arnim Alee, 23, Dahlem-Berlin

K. Th. Preuss, Museum fdr Volkerkunde, Berlin

Karl Sapper, Greisingsﬁrasse 2, Wirzourg, Germany

Baron Erland Nordenski8ld, Géteborgs Museum, Géteborg, Sweden

Mrs

Zelia Nuttall, CaaaﬂAlvarado, Coyoacan, Mexico, D. F,



.

Mrs F. Wilson Popence, Tela Railrocad Company, Tela,Honduras

Sr. J. Antonio Villacorta, Calle 17 Poniente, 36, Guatemala City

Sr. Carlos Luna, Callejon Viteri, 4, Guatemala City

Sr. Fernando Cruz, Ministerio de Relaciones Exteriorses,
Guatemala City

The American Club, Guatemal® City

Sr. Adridn Récinos, Guatemalan Legation, Washington, D. C.

Mrs E. A, Osborne, Apartado 4, San Salvador, C. A,

Mr. Burkitt should of course be sent a reasonable
number of these for gifts to the owners of the lands on which he
has worked and others who have been of assistance.

I am not sure whether copies should be sent to
the £#pb#d#¥ Minister of Foreign Relations and to the Minister
of Public Education in Guatemala City. The latter is in charge
of all archeological work. They “re much interssted and may
feel offended if none is sent them. Neverthless, in spite of
Burkitt’s statement that such publiocations will not act to his
disadvantage, it might be unwise to directly call the attention
of these officials to the fact that Burkitt is in close relations
with us. Even excavations on private lands are prohibited by
Guatemalan law without the supervision of governmental authori-
ties.

I presume the Sociedad de Historia e Geografia

de Guatemala recsbves the Journal by exchange. /\J\ °

— \ \'\‘
?‘"& Ay N



To be received from Burkitt —- Guatemala Collection -~ November 1930
(purchased or collected in Guatemals)

1. Sheré from Teotihuacan, Mexico
2. Figurine head, Lake Amatitlan, Guatemala, gift

G50, — | #®  Obsidian animal head, purchased by Burkitt . . . . . . . . . . $5.00
oo #L. Carved jade pendant . . " " By e e e e S
S»1l2. T potsherds picked up
13-17. 5 n 1"
18-3L4. 17 misceldaneous objects bought of curio degler . . . . . . 3.00
35-76 U2 " " " " Sra. Ascoli . . . . . . 2B.00
77-125 U9 pottery vessels, figurines and miscellaneous objects
bought from Arturo Lera . . . . . 200.00

126-173 U8 figurine heads and small padttery objects bought from
Arturo Lara . . . ; « .+ «s 15.00
174-196 23 potsherds picked up near Guatemala City

197-199 3 pottery vessels bought of Arthur Wagner . . . . . . .o 5.00
200-249 50 " and miscellaneous objects bought of

Arthur Wagner . . . . .. 125.00
250 Green stone bead or pendant, gift
251 Pottery whistle . . e S SR SN T e R e S B R e al?
252 Pottery (small) maSk R R R R T e .10
253 Potsherd, picked up
254 Large archaic stone figure, bought of Justo Gandarias . . 33.00
255-256 2 potsherds vicked up
257-260 U4 pottery vessels bought of Arthur Wagner . . . ov e 10400
261 Alabaster csrved vase, bought from Sr. Barrientos G e g e O

- $501.85
*Nos. 3 and U4 were brought out; the others were left with Mr. Burkitt for exportation
when conveniente. [ SO ST ',‘4),\, Sl vl 987 it

e 3)—-1713 —
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