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THE EXCAVATIONS AT
KIXPEK, EL QUICHE GUATEMALA

Introduction:

Robert Burkitt, while working for the University Museum,
came to excavate at this site sometime during the years 1922 and
1923,

In Mr. Burkitt's January 1, 1922 letter to the University
Museum, he had not yet visited the site. His Méy 14, 1922 corres-
pondence does mention that he had visited Kixpek and done some
digging there, but also that he hoped to return there soon.to
continue his work. By Decémber 29, 1923 Burkitt was leaving the
area of San Cristobal, just west of Kixpek, for the Senahi district.
Apparently then, Robert Burkitt excavated at Kixpek sometime be-
tween January 1922 and December 1923. What led him there or even
how he knew of this site is unknown.

When Burkitt came to Kixpek, no known previous systematic
excavations had been made there, and, as to my knowledge, none
have been made since. He found Kixpek totally undisturbed by
human actions since the original occupants of the site left.

Nothing at all has been published describing the site of
Kixpek. The only references made to it since the excavations
there were those by Mary Butler (1940: 250-267) in her discussicn
of ceramic types, a brief mention of Kixpek's Group A burials by
Dieseldorf (1926:25), and references in varicus other works dis—.

cussing an occasional piece of pottery from the site--usually



the Fine Orange ware that is so prominent at Kixpeko

The field notes, photographs and drawings done by Burkitt
together with a working of this material by Butler sometime in
the late 1930's, yield the only substantial information we have
to date concerning the site of Kixpek. This will all be drawn

together~ to give the most comprehensive study of the site possible.

Environment:

The Kixpek\Valley, in the Department of El Quiche, Guatemala,
is one of a series of small valleys drained by intermittent streams
emptying into the Rio Salinas o Chixoy. This area of tﬁe Northern
Guatemalan Highlands is characterized by ranges of low mountalns
broken by small stream-cut valleys, trending in an east-west direc-
tion. In some of the valleys, the mountains come right down to
the banks of the streams, whereas in others, the valley expands
into a rolling plain one-half to one mile or more wide. Kixpek
is one of these expansions.(fig. 1l).

At Kixpek, Robert Burkitt noted that there were as many.as
half a dozen visible ruins, or groups of ruins. Of these, he
dug at two places which he called Group A and Group B. Group A
(fig. 2) was a more westerly or upstream area and Group B (figs 3)
was an easterly or downstream area. Group B was approximately
one-half to one mile downstream frcm A, These two groups will be
dealt with separately below. Unfortunately, no "site" plan can
be made for Kixpek for we have no idea as to what lay in the area

between Group A and Group B.



-G

GROUP A-=- Description:

Group A consists of a solitary low, flat-top structure (Str.
Al) with an oblong shape. The length from north to south was
approximately 16 m, the east to west width was 12m, and the height
of the structure was 2m. The directional placement of Str. Al
is approximate owing to the fact that no compass key was included
An Burkitt's drawing of it. Only the east and west directions
were marked.on structure sides, but we cannot be sure of their
accuracye

‘Photograph #158 of Burkitt's prints (for which no corresponding
Museum negatives can be found) is a view of Str. Al taken from
the southeast. The rubble in the photo which nearly hides the
eastern view of the structure is rubble from Burlitt's excava-
tions.

Throughout his excavations here, Burkitt found Str. Al and its

contents to be undisturbed by anything other than natural ruin.

Excavations:

Burkitt somelow plotted an appreoximate east-west line running
roughly through the center of Str. Al. Once this was done, he
proceeded to dig a trench beginning on the east side. We have
no knowledge as to haw far this trench extended in length, width
or depth. Photograph #158 shows just the top of this trench bélow
the man in the photo.

It also seems that he dug at least one other trench from

this central one down below the level of the plain. PFhoto #159
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is looking down into this trench after it was cleaned out, and
Burial 2 was revealed in it (see below). No dimensions were

given for this vertical trench, but from the photograph we can see
that it was not much larger in diameter than the dimensions of

Bu 2--that is approximately 90cm.

It is important to speculate whether Burkitt made any other
excavations here, but all of the material listed from Str. Al
comes from these two burials--one in the hofizontal and one in
the vertical trench. Thus, we might be led to the conclusion

that this represented the extent of his excavations in Group A.
Features:

A number of features were revealed by Burkitt's excavations
in Str. Al, although he does not label them as such. The base
of the structure was lined with stone, according. to Burkitt's
report. This feature (Fl) may represent the remains of a masohry
retaining wall., Feature 2 consists of the bottom half of Str.
Al which Burkitt describes as being made up of earthen fill, while
F3 or the top half, consists of small pebbles. Ferhaps these
stones were from the bed of the neighboring stream. The boundary
betwecen these features is no more definite than that and cannot
be mapped in any way. The‘limited photographs he supplies us with
are of no help in this matter. What these two types of fill do
indicate though are, perhaps, two separate construction stages;
the first being the earth and the second, or later stage, repre-
sented by the stone cobble. We may be dealing here then with two

superimposed structures.
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This lack of more d&finite features may be due to poor or

incomplete excavations, extensive natural erosion or some other

P
cause. These quéstionsvﬁéedv%ﬁ be resolved through future exca-
A\
vations at the site.
Burials:

Two burials were found by the excavations in Str. Al (fig.3).
Burial 1 was 2m directly above Bu 2, and both Qere on the central
axis of the structure. Bu 1 was found while excavating the hori=-
zontal trench, and Bu 2 was found while digging the vertical trench
down from the horizontal. Neither burial was centered within the
structure, but both were very much nearer to one side.1 In Str. Al
at Kixpek these burials were closer to the eastern side. Both
were disturbed only through natural ruin.

Burial l-- Bu 1 consisted of a round stone-lined chamber
which was, according to Burkitt, made for a seated corpse. The
roof of the chamber had fallen in, and the floor had sunken due
to the collapse of the roof of the chamber of Bu 2 directly below
it. This burial then was doubly displaced, and its original
shape and position were only possible to obtain by the tracing

of the side walls.

That this truly was a "burial" may be in question as the only

skeletal remains found were some teeth and two pieces of jaw

17he discovery of both burials over to one side - of the struc-
ture seems too coincidental., It seems a likely possibility that
Burkitt's excavations only took him into these structures half-way
a+ the most. We shall see again this same occurrence in Group B.
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bone (which have since been discarded by the University Museum).
This paucity of skeletal remains may be due to decay, the exten-
sive natui?l ruin of the éhamber, poor excavation techniques or
various other reasons, but the problem of’placing a true “burial”
status on Bﬁ 1l must be considered.

No exact dimensions were possible due to the state of ruin
of burial i, but Burkitt assumes that they were not much differ-
ent from fhose of Bu 2. Perhaps Bu 1 then was approximately
80cm in diameter and 80cm in height. He also infers - a "pot"-
like shape for Bu 1 similar to that of Bu 2 (see below).

For this burial we have no idea as to where the entrance
was. This burial was in such an extensive state of ruin that‘
this information was impossible to obtain. The entrance may have
been from above (the burial chamber having been dug-out from above),
or it may have been, like Bu 2,directly beneath it, from the east
with a slanting entrance shaft reaching to the surface.

The other remains in Pu 1, besides the skeletal fragments
already mentioned. included 2 stone beads, an obsidian knife, red
paint (cinnabar), 3 bowls and 2 cylinders.

Burial 2-=- Bu 2 was situated directly beneath Bu 1 and was

approximately 2m below the surface of the construction plaza. It
was a round, stone-lined chamber also "made for a seated corpse.”

The roof of Bu 2 had fallen in.
Photograph #159 is looking down into the vertical trench

cleaned out by Burkitt. At the bottom of this is Burial 2 after

it had been excavated. The top of the photo is west. The oblong
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stone to the east of the trowel is the center of the floor of

Bu 2. 7The floor was péved with this central stone and a surround-
ing ring of7seven other stones. FOutside of this was a ring of
eight stones standiﬁg 6n edge and sloping outwards. These were
the bottom tier of the stones wﬁich made-up the sides of Bu 2.

The roofing- of Bu.2 was most likely also made up of a layer of
overlapping stones. 1t was collapsed when Burkitt came upon the
burial, however, and he quickly cleared its debris away and spent
no time describing it. In photo #159 the gap in the east side

of the walling is where the doorway was.

The entrance to this chamber, in spite of its depth, was not
from on top, but was through a doorway on the eastside. Burkitt
states that there must have been a shaft leading down to the door,
although he did not excavate it. A single flat stone was used
as a cover for the doorway. Since Burkitt did not excavate the
entrance shaft, we do not know’if the point of entry was from
the area that was later covared with Str. Al, or if the entrance
was outside the area of Str. Al. This would be an important
clue in develoring the temporal relationship between Burials 1
and 2, |

The dimensions for the chamber of Bu 2 are as follows: dia-
meter at top approximately 90cm, at floor 70cm, and the height of
Bu 2 was not quite 80cm. This lends a "pbarrel-shape" to the
chamber. Burkitt believed that Bu 1 also originally was of this

barrel-shapeo

The barrel-shape is caused by the contraction of the chamber



s

at the top. This contractiqn is more‘slight than that at the

bottom and this lends the barrel-shape. Burkitt offers the hy-
potheses that perhaps these stone-lined chambers were originally
madc & an enlargement of and in imititiqn of burial urns (see Nebaj).
Rectangular chambers then, if one might‘follow this suggestion,

came lateras an improvement or the barrel shape.,

The contents of Bu 2 include various skeletal. remains, amohg
which are three skulls. One skull was at the back of the chamber,
or near the west wall oéposite the.doorway. This skull had -
other skeletal pieces associated with it. The other two skulls
were placed one on each side of the door. Perhaps the one in the
middle was the most recent occupant and the others wefe the only
remains left of the earlier burials, moved off to the sides to
make room, or perhaﬁs all three were buried at once. In this case,
the two lone skulls may not have been full corpse burials, but only
trophies or some other form of dedicatiry remains. It would be
odd to have a series of three sequential burials in Bu 2. The
labor involved in clearing out the shaft leading down to the cham-
ber for each burial might argue in favor of these three skulls
having been deposited all at once. This burial, or sequence of
burials in Bu 2 must be kept in mind when making a temporal assess-
ment of the chamber} |

Besides the skeletal remains, various other objects were
also excavated from Burial 2, These include 2 stone: beads, pieces
of worked bone and scrapers, 2 tripods and 2 cylinders ( one a very

ornamental polychrome). Bu 2 was also undisturbed by anything

other than natural ruin.
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‘Group B-- Deséription:

Group B, about one-half to one-qudter of a mile downstream
from Group A, consists of six structures (fig. 3). These rest
on a slight raise in the plain although we have no idea as to how
high this raised area was, or exactly what extent it covered.
Neither do we know if this was a natural or a man-made feature
in the topography. %The slope down to the surface of the surround-
ing plain, we are told, was steepest oﬁ the north, south and west
sides. Group B was not exactly cardinally oriented but was off
of 7°E of North,

Structure Bl was the highest of the structures in this gooup,
being now quite 5m above the level of the constructional plaza.
Str. B3 was approximately 4m in height, while the others were
*somewhat lower". The limits of Structure B5 and B6 were quite
indistinct and difficult for Burkitt to measure.

Str. Bl and B2 may be seen in Photograph #160. Photo #160
was taken from the top of Structure B3 facing west., In the fore-
ground is Str. B2 after Burkitt excavated in it. Structure Bl

is just beyond this.

Excavations:

In Burkitt's notes, no mention was made of his excavations
into Structure B2 at Kixpek, However, looking at Photograph #160,
it is possible to see that he did make two trenches into this
structure.' One trench ran through its center east to west, and

and another ran north to south beginning at the central axis
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(A-Al) and continuing south approximately half way through the
structure. Apparently nothing 6f importande waé found in Struc-
ture B2, as he lists no objects taken from it in his catalogue,

It seems as though the structure that drew Burkitt's atten-
tion was Str. Bl. It is from here that all of the information
we have about Group B comes.

Burkitt plotted a line A-Al which ran:east to west centrally
through the entire group. This line also bisected Str. Bl, and
it was along this that he dug his trench into the structure.
Photographs #163 and 164 give us the best clues as to the dimen-
sions of this trench. It appears that the trench was approximately
2.5mwide as Burkitt was digging into Str. Bl, but it seems to
narrow somewhat as he eXtended it beyond the eastern limits of the
structure and below the level of the plaza. So here the Wrench was
only about one and three-quacfer meters wide. In length (east to
west) this trench most lidely extended from the east wall of Bu 1l
out past Bu 4---in all about 13m,

Burkitt also cut aﬁorth to south french along the east edge
of Structure B, Photograph #166 was taken after Burkitt was done
cleaning-out this trench. From this photo, it seems as though
this was a rather narrow trench, probably measuring no more than
l.5m wide, 1l.5m deep and 7m long (north to south).

From a study of the photographs, the sequence of Burkitt's
excavations at Group B canbe tentatively worked out. In Photo-
graph #161 Burkitt is just beginning his excavations. Here we

can see that he began just outside the eastern-edge of Str. Bl
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and dug down to the level of Bu 3. From the level of the top of
Bu 3, he then proceeded to dig the trench into the structure to
unco?er Burials 1 and 2. After this, he returned to excavate
Bu 3, and, in so doing, enlarged the trench surrounding it and
so uncovered Burial 4. Finally he opened up his north~south

trench and found Burials 5, 6, and 7.
Features:

As seen in Structure Al at Kixpek, the upper half of Str,.
Bl was also mainly stone, although here they were not as small as
those in Str. Al.,. Below this level the structure was earthen
£i11 as seen in Photo #161. In between these two levels is a
strange layer of compact red earth. Upon excavation, Str. Bl
took on é step formation with the rise of each step being faced
by stone. Above the height of the third step (F-3b), the orig-
inal surface of the structure could not be found by Burkitt (fig.5).
Feature 1--This is the layer of sandy earthen fill. Whether
this fill was of the same sort as that of the surrounding plaza
is unknown, but this seems the likely case. F-la is the first
step in Str. Bl that Burkitt found. It was faced with stone.
Burkitt believes that perhaps this step may have originally been
two steps (F-la and F-1b?). The uncertainty involved here comes
frrom the ctate of extensive natural ruin he found Str. Bl to be
in. The reconstruction of F-la (or F-la and F-1b) , was only
possible from what could be found on either side of his trench.
As he did not excavate very far either way, we cannot be sure of

the exact nature of Fl. Photograph #161 shows part of F-la--up



half way or until the area where it might have split into F=la

and F-lb. The whole height of this main step is marked by the top
of the hoe., Burial 2 was found in Fl. |
Feature 2-=This feature consisted of a surface of compact red
earth quite distinct form the earthbelcw and the £fill above.

This appeared as a level red streak about two inches thick. 1In
Photo #161, the handle of the hoe was purposefully piaced against
this feature. The streak does not show up in the photo, but it
does give some idea as to vhere the feature was situated. Some of
the stone fill above this F2 was cleaned away and on the top sur-
face of F2, traces of charcoal and remains of fires were found,

It became evident that this was a floor. Whether it was a living
floor or come area of ceremonial significance, it was certain to
Burkitt fhat this red layer was indeed a floor. Str. Bl then,

it may be suggested, had existed as an earthen platform, of the
height of the bottom step (of F1) at least long enough for a floor
to accumulate.

Feature 3--This upper part of Str. Bl seems to have been the
superstructure built upon Fl and F2, Feature 3 was made-up of
small stone fill, and Burkitt found two steps rising up on the
line A-Al on the east side. The top of F-3a, a step-like feature
is marked in Photo #161 by a man sitting on it on the right and,
on the left, a hoe lying down. F=3b may be made out as the step
rising beyond this hoe. Above F-3b no more of the original struc-
ture could be found by Burkitt. This was most probably due to

heavy erocsion of the structure. This feature contained Bu 1l.
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Burials:

Four burials were found by Burkitt's excavations along
A-Al (fig. 4). The top and bottom burials were in stone chambers
while the intermediate two. were noio.
Burial 1--This burial“as a very interesting one for Burkitt as it
wae neither artificially disturbed nor naturally ruined. It consisted
of a rectangular stone-lined chamber. Burkitt states that the door-
way madé-up the entire east side of the chamber and was closed by a
wélling—up‘of stones. Burkitt makes no mention of the surface
entry point, but it is most likely that it’'was in from the east or
through the step which now makes up F-3a (fig. 4), Photograrh #162
was taken of Bu 1 after the entrance stones were removed. The floor
of Bu 1 was at the level of F=2, fhe red floor, and was paved with
‘<tone. The floor was covered with a fine gray mud, dee est at the
west ends We do not, however, know just how deep this layer of mud
was. This debris layer was propably due to seepage of earth into
the burial after its construction. The roof was held by one long
stone laid centrally across the chamber from the north to south
sides like a beam. The gaps east to west were then crossed by
smaller stones. In Photo #160 the stone you see looking like a
lintel is the east side of this cross-beaﬁ after the smaller stones
reaching from thé east to the center were removed. Photo #163
gives a clearer view of this cross-beam., The height of the cham-
ber was approximately 80cm, the length (from east to west) 130cm,

and the width about 120cm,
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‘Burkitt thinks that the burial he found here had been put in
later, after the original burial had been made. He bases this
claim on two facts: a broken bowl hidden under some rubble in the
front (east) side of the chamber; and some fragments of a mirror
in the back (west) of the chamber. Both of these objects, Burkitt
states, were "plainly foreign to the actual burial.® In his collec~
tions, however, Burkitt did not keep either of these objects,

The actual ‘'body' was almost lacking as three teeth were the
only remnants of the corpse, but its position could be noted by
the empty space on the floor (figo 5)o It seems the body was
seated against the west wall and the mortuary offerings were laid
out in a very orderly way which may be seen in fig 5.

Burial 2--However the walls of Bu 2 were held in place before,
whatever supports, if any, they may have had, there was no trace of
it left when Burkitt.excavated here. This burial btegan one-half
meter below F-2 and continued down less than another one-half meter.
It had all collapsed in and so gave the impression of a “confused
pile embeddéd in the earth." In Photograph #163-166, Bu. 2 appears
as the small 'pockmark® just above the large opening of Bu 3. It
was not possible to take any dimensions of this burial,

The disturbance of the edrth above Bu 2 indicated to Burkitt
that the entrance to it was probably from above, and the place of
Bu 2 was marked at the surface by a stone sunk in the red floor, or
F-2. This marker is visible in Photo #161 in the riddle, next to
the bzsket and on top of a column of earth. No skeletal remains
were found here, so perhaps Bu 2 was no burial at 211, but aserved

some other purpose, such as a cache or refuse deposit of some kind.
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Burial 3--This burial was placed just under the edge.of Str. Bl
(fig. 4), and was below the construction plaza, down into the natur-
al earth. The chamber was not stone-linéd, but was merely a hollow
area dug out of the hard, firm sand; All. around the sides and top
of this chamber, Burkitt states "you saw the strokes of the antique
pick; long, gouging strokes."

The entrance to Bu 3 was from a slanting shaft which came out
to the surface in front of Str Bl. The doorway to the chamber was
on the east side and closed by a wélling-up of stones. The shaft
was then filled with earth (fig. 5). Photo #163 shows this stone
"walling-up" of 'Bu 3. This is the group of stones in the lower
nhalf of the photo in the center of the trench. Burkitt states that
the walling stones of the entrance weré not fitted exactly. When
he opened this burial chamber then, he found it to be full of
loose earth.

Photo #164 is this chamber after cleaning out. There were
very few skeletal remains in Bu 3. Burkitt also thinks that this
burial, 1iké Bu 1, may have had an earlier occupant. Again he
siées the presence of odd fragments of scattered vessels and mirror
fragments to prove his point. These fragments, again like Bu 1,
were not kept.

The dimensions of Bu 3 were approximately 1.5 square meters,
Burial L4--This burial consisted of a small rectangulat stone-lined
chamber about three-quaters of a meter east from the edge of Str.
Bl. It had an earthen floor which was at the depth of 2.2m below

the level of the plaza. The roof had mostly fallen in and the sides
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had spread somewhat. In Photo #164, Bu 4 has its top cleared.

This is just visible in front of the man in the photo. From this
photograph, it appears as though the interior of Bu 4 is filled with
earth. Whether this occurred before the final closing of the cham-
ber of afterwards as the result of the semi-falling in of the roof
we are not sure. In Photograph #165 the roof and the east side

were removed and the remains of the burial cleaned out,

This burial measured about 1 square meter and was very poor

in remains of any kinde.

Burials 5,6,7=--Three other burials were found along the base of

the east side of Str. Bl (fig. 6). All three and Bu.3 were nearly
at the same level and all were hollowed out of the earth with a
stone walled doorway. In spite of this, Bu 5,6 and 7 do not appear
to be one group with Bu 3. Instead of beiﬁg just inside the line
of Str. Bl, these latter three burials are just cutside of it.
Also, tre placement of Bu 5 and Bu 6 was more carefully set than
that of Bu 3 with respect to the central line A-Aj. Bu 3 seems

to be off- certer, slightly to the south. This can be seen both in
Photo #165 and again in Photo #163 by ccmparing its placement with
that of the stakes andbthe'mp chamber (see also fig. 6). In contrast,
Bu 5 and Bu 6 are placed precisely equidistant from'the central
axis.

Photo #166 was taken from the northeast when Burkitt was done
excavating all four burials. In the right-hand top corner ybu see
Bu 1. A man is sitting in each of the four graves below (right to
left Bu 5, 3, 6, and 7). The man in Bu 3 is behind the row of the

other three men and nearer to Bu 6 than to Bu 5.
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Above both Bu 5 and 6, the remains of the stone retaining
edge of Str. Bl are visible., On top of Bu 7 the.plain of the
plaza canbe seen coming out from the base of this stonework.

In Bu 7, which is the least excavated of these four burials,
the north wall has been removed., In front of the man sitting in
the grave you see the stones of the doorway walling., Bu 7 differed
from burials 5 and 6 in that it was more square and nearly empty.
It contained no skeletal remains and only one pottery vessel.

Bu 5 and 6 were rounded and contained skeletal material as well

as other objects, Each of these three burials covered an area of

approximately one cublic meter,

For Group B at Kixpek, we can hope to give no other descrip-

tion/evaluation than that for Str. Bl. Burkitt's limited exca-

vations at this group give us no information concerning any other

of the six visible structures here.
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NOTEs The Ceramic

Forms

The following discussion of the ceramics from Kixpek is part

of a broader study of highland Guatemala pottery being undertaken

by a number of students at Penn.

For the most part, conventions

have been established for the format and the naming of ceramic

forms and their variations.

numbering system used later in the

I,
IT.

III,

IV,

V.

VI,
VII,

VIII,.
IX.
X,
XI.
XII.

XIII,
XIV,
XV,
XVI,
XVII,

Ezch of

Cylinders
Hemispherical Bowls
A, without a flange
B, with a flange
Composite Bowls

Ao without flange
By with flange
High-necked Bowls

Ao vertical necks
B. outflaring necks
Low=-necked Bowls

Ao vertical necks
B. outflaring necks
C. concave necks
Constricted Orafice
Rim Constricted Bowls
A,. without flange
B, with flange
Flaring -walled Bowls
High-walled Bowls
Vertical-walled bowls
Handed Bowls

These will be listed below so that the

text will seem less confusing.

High-necked, shouldered Bowls

A. without flange
B, with flange

Low-necked, shouldered Bowls

Concave-cided Bowls

Outflaring rimmed Bowls

Shoe~-shaped vessels

Flaring-walled cylinders

aprropriate following sectione

the above listed form categories will be defined in the
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Within each of these form categories, there are occassionally

minor variations--variations other than those designated with an

A, or B, after the category number., These variations listed below

have to do with the method of support.

Variant 1,
e
3o
L,
5e
6

o

no support (flat or rounded base)
tripod

ring base

concave base

pedestal

tetrapod

While the above lists do not cover every possible form or

variant, we believe they are adequate for our collections for the

moment., With more intensive study, new variations may be created

and old destroyed.

quateo.

But, for the group as a whole, these seem ade-
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The Ceramics:

A ceramic collection consisting of 31 whole vessels and 1
sherd ( a dog-faced rattling foot) came from Burkitt's excava-
tions at Xixpek and are rather hastily described in his notes.
Only 23 of these pieces were available in the University Museum's
collection. Of those vessels that were missing or "unavailable",
unfortunately, two were carved glyphic bowls and one was a poly=
chrome cylinder. As these are just the kinds that we have very
few examples of, they may have added much needed information to
our evaluation of this collection. A brief description of these
vessels will be given below.

NA11583- A small, flat-bottomed dish. White slip, blackened
interior. Incised geometric design--black filled
(imitation negative painting?). Ht. 4cm, Dia. at
rim llecme Provenience- Group A, Str. 1, Bu l,

NA11587- Cylinder. White =lip with geometric negative paint-
; ing in black. This design is a geometric framework
enclosing a single large hieroglyph. Incised glyphic
band below rim, red filled, space between glyphs
is champhered. Ht. 15.5cm, Dia. l4cm. Provenience-
Group A, Str. 1, Bu 1,

NA11600-~ Cylinder-polychrome. The body has tow opposite paintings
with writing in between. These two scenes are quite
extraordinary paintings of squatting persons in
elaborate costumes. Ht. 15.5cm, Dia. 15.5cm.
Provenience- Group A, Str. 1, Bu 2.

NA11606- Fine Orange bowl. Exterior is carved on opposite
sides with a reclining man. A snake head(?) and
various glyphs are carved in between. A row of
glyphs is above. Stamped. Ht. 8cm, Dia. at rim
2lcm, Provenience- Group B, Str. 1, Bu 1,

NA11608~ High-necked bowl, Very similar to 11607 which the
University Museum has in its collection. The main
difference is that this pot was very plain. Prob-
ably buff, fine red paste. Ht. 19cm, Dia. a3t rim
llem. Seen in Photo #162 lying on its side. Pro-
venicnce- Group B, Str. 1, Bu 1l.
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NAl1634~ Dog-faced, rattling foot tripod. Deep buff slip.

Geometric negative painting almost gone. Overfired.

No metric data. Provenience- Group B, Str. 1, Bu 5,
NA11637- Burkitt says that this vessel is identical to NA11634, and

was buried already damaged. Provenience- Group B,

str. l’ Bu 60

It is realized that the information given about the vessels

listed above is quite and incomplete, but it is all the informa-
tion we have concerning these vessels. Until their whereabouts
can be discerned, this is all we can say about these seven pots.

No attempt will be made here to place these vessels into the cata-

gories set up for the remainder of the collection.
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Ly CYLINDERS
Frequency; 3/24 or 12.5%

Description;

Metric Data;

Flat bottomed, vertical walled vessels. NAl1l615
has a direct rim while both 11588 and 11599 have
collars around their rims and bases. 11615 also
has a 1id with a flat top and vertical sides.
Vessel height is greater than the diameter,

Ht-- 13cm-17cm
Dia at rim-- 12cm=-12,5cm
Ratio Ht/Dia-= 1.04-=1,416

Catalogue Numbers; NA11588, 11599, 11615(vessel with 1id)

Provenience;

NA11588 Group A, Str 1, Bu l
11599 Group A, Str 1, Bu 2.
11615  Group B, Str 1, Bu 2

Associated Types; Unslipped: Red 1

Slipped:s Black 1
Stucco: White 1l
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II, HEMISPHERICAL BOWLS

Frequency; 1/24 or 4.16%
Description; A simple rounded silhouette bowl with an unrestricted

orafice. This collection from Kixpek contains only
one such bowl,

IT.,A, HEMISPHERICAL BOWLS WITHOUT A FLANGE

Frequency; 100%

Description; The wall profile of this vessel is a smooth line,
unbroken by any type of flange.

Metric Data; Ht(without supports)-- 6,.5cm
Dia at rim-- l5cm
Ratio- Ht/Dia-- 4333
Catalogue Numbers; NAll633
Provenience; NAll633 Group B, Str 1, Bu 5

Associated Types; Unslipped-Brown, micaceous

VARIATIONS

Variant 2- Tripod
Frequency; 100%

Description; The tripod supports on this vessel are round, hollow,
rattling feet. Each has two small round vents, one

above the othere.
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III. CONMPOSITE BOWLS

Frequency; 6/24 or 25%

Description; These are vessels in which the side of the wall does
‘ not lie in cne plane but 'breaks' or changes some-
where along the side. All have concave upper portions
of the walls and rounded bases. Some have flanges
and some do note.

III.A, COMPOSITE BOWLS WITHOUT FLANGES

Frequency; U4/6 or 66,66%

Description; In this class of vessels there is no flange which
signals the break in the plane of the wall,

Metric Data; Ht-- fécm=7cm
Dia at rim-- 2lcm=-2Zcm
Ratio~ Ht/Dia==- .2857-,3181

Catalogue Numbers; NA11597, 11598, 11605, 11627

Provenience; NAl11597 Group A, Str 1, Bu
11598 Group A, Str 1, Bu
11605 Group B, Str 1, Bu
11627 Group B, S%tr 1, Bu

EHMN

Associated Types; Slipped=- Black on Whité- b

VARIATICNS

Variant 2; Tripod

Frequency; 100%

Degcription; All compdsite vesslls without flanges are tripods
with rattling feet. NA11£97, 11598, and 11627

have bulbous, pointed feet while 11605 has dog-
faced feet,

Metric Data; Ht-- (with supports) 8cm-10cm
Dia at rim-- <same as above--2lcm=-22cm
Ratio Ht/ Dia-- o3809-,4761

Catalogue Numbers; NA11597, 11598, 11605, 11627

II11.B. COMPOSITE BOWLS WITH FLANGE

Frequency 2/6 or 33.33%
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Description; These composite vessels, while still retaining the
concave upper portion of the wall, now have a flange
that marks the break in the plane of the wall.,

Metric Data; Ht=-6.5cm-8cm .

Dia at rim-- 27cm- 29.5cm
Ratic Ht/Dia-- ,2407-,2711
Catalogue Numbers; NA11584, 11585

Provenience; NA11584 Group A, Str 1, Bu l
11585 Group A, Str 1, Bu l

Associated Types; ®Slipped; Black on White-- 2

VARIATIONS

Variant 2; Tripod
Frequerncy; 100%
Description; All flanged composite,vessels have, like their un-

flanged counter parts, three rattling feet. All
variants of this sort have bulbous, pointed feet.

Metric Data; -Ht--(with supports) 9.5cm= 10.5cm
Dia at rim-- came as above 27cm=-29,5cm
Ratio Ht/Dia=-- 43518-.3559

Catalogue Numbers; NA11584, 11585
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IV. HICH-NECKED BOWLS

Frequency; 7/24 or 29%

Description; This category consists of hemispherical or slightly
incurving bowls with long vertical necks. The neck
height is equal to or greater than 40% of the body
height.,

Both 11604 and 11607 have direct rims and squared
lips. 11602 and 11617 have sizeable, siightly concave
collars; while 11638 has a small, outflaring collared
rime. 11631 and 11641 have exteriorly folded rims.

11604 has a spout and a strap handle that has broken

away. Both these appendages originate from the vessel
bOdyo

TV.A. EIGH-NECKED BOWLS WITH VERTICAL NECKS

Frequency; 100%

Description; All high-necked vessels from Kixpek have vertical or
' nearly vertical necks.

Metric Data; Ht=-- 13cm=25.5cm
Dia at rim-- 5.5cm-16,5cm
Neck ht-- écm=-12cm
Ratio Neck Ht/Body Ht-- o4117-.5714

Catalogue Numbers; NA11602, 11604, 11607, 11617, 11631, 11638,

11641
Provenience; NA11602 Group B, Str 1, Bul
11604 Group B, Str 1, Bu l
11607 Group B, Str 1, Bu 1
11617 Group B, Str 1, Bu 2
11631 Group B, Str 1, Bu 5
11638 CGroup B, Str 1, Bu 6
11641 Group B, Str 1, Bu 7
Accociated Types; Unslippeds Brown-micaceous 1
Buff 1
Orange 1
Slipped; Orange i
Plumbate 1
Stucco; Pink on White il
Polychrome 1
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VARIATIONS

Variant 1; No supports, flat or round base
Frequency; 1/7 or 14,2%

Descrirtion; Only one high-necked bowl from Kixpek has a perfectly
flat base,

Metric Data; Ht--~ 2lcm
Dia at rim=- llcm

Catalogue Numters; NA11607

Variant 3; Ring base
Frequency; 2/7 or 28.5%
Descriptiony These two vessels have slight ring or annular bases.

Metric Data; Ht-- 20.5cm-23cm
Dia at rim-- l4cm-16,5cm

Catalogue Numbers; NA11602, 11617

Variant 4; Concave base
Freguency; 3/7 or 42.8%

Description; The majority of the high-necked vessels have concave
or dimpled bases. These bases consist of a small
impression in the middle of the base,

Metric Data; Ht-- l4cm=25.5cm
Dia at Rim=-- 8,5cm=-l4cm

Catalogue Numbers; NA11604, 11631, 11641

Yariant 5; - Pedestal base
Frequency; 1/7 or 14,2%

Description; This vessel is what is usually called in the litera-
ture a lamp chimney. It is supported by a tall pedes-
tal base., The height of the base is sgual to the
height of the body, while the neck is almost the
height of either.

Metric Data; Ht--1l3cm Neck Ht-~ 6cm Body Ht--3,.5cm
Dia at rim-- 5.5cm

”~ . ~ Ty ™ TR
Catalogue Numbers; Al11638
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Frequency;

Description;

Metric Data;

3/24 or 12,5%

In this category are bowls whose rim diameter is
smaller than the average body diameter. The widest
part of the body is either at iic midpoint or the
vessel is occacssionally barrel-shaped with the

widest body point approximately two-thirds of the way
downo

}{t"‘ 8 o_SCfﬂ"lBo 5Cm

Dia at rim-- 10.5cm-19cm

Dia at widest point-- 12.%cm-15cm

Ratio Ht/Dia at rim-- 1.235-1.7058

Ratio Dia at rim/Dia at widest point-- .63=.9

Catalogue Numbers; NA11603, 115629, 11630

Provenience;

NA11603 Group B, Str 1,
11629 Group B, Str 1, Bu
11630  Group B, Str 1,

o =

Ascociated Types; Unslipped: Brown, micaceous

1
Slipped: Fine Orange 1
Slipped: Red 1

VARIATICONS

Variant 1;
Fregquencys

Descriptions

VMe+tric Data;

No supports, flat base

2/3 or 66.6%

Two of the three vessels in this category have flat
bases. Interectingly, these are the vessels which
also have the widest point of their body two-thirds
of the way down.

Ht--14, 5cm-19cm
Dia at rim-- 8.5cm-13.5cm

Ca+2logue Numbers; NA11603, 11630

Variant U4;

Freguency;

Concave base

1/3 or 33.3%
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Description; This vessel has a slightly indented or concave base,
This is also the vescsel in this category whose widest
body point is midway on the vessel,

Metric Data; Ht--10.5cm
Dia at rim-- 8.5cm
Dia at widest point-- 13.5cm

Catalogue Numbers; NA11629
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VIIT. FLARING WALLED VESSELS

Frequency;

Description;

Metric Data;

2/24 or 8.33%

The vessels in this category have either flat or
rounded bases, supports or no surports, but all have
flaring walls. The walls all flare in one plane.
NA11632 has a wide horizontally everted rim,

Ht-- 5.5cm-7cm
Dia at rim-- 19cm=-26cm
Ratio Ht/Dia=-- +2115-,3684

Catalogue Numbers; NA11622, 11632

Provenience;

NA11622 Group B, Str 1, Bu 3
11632 Group B, Str 1, Bu 5

Associated Types; Unslipped; Brown, without mica 1

Slipped; Fine Orange 1

VARTATIONS

Variant 2; Tripod

Frequency;

Description;

Metric Data;

100%

Both flaring-walled vessels have tripod supports, but
these are of two different kinds., NA11622 has small,
round, rattling feet with one round vent in each.
NA11632 has tall, cylindrical, rattling feet; each
with three circular vents, one above the other.

Ht--(with supports) 9.5cm-12cm
Dia at rim--(same as above) 19cm=-26cm
Ratio H‘t/Dia-- oL‘"‘o5

Catalogue Numbers; NA11622, 11632
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XII. HIGH-NECKED, SHOULDERED BOWLS

Frequency; 1/24 or 4.,166%

Description; Vessels in this category are similar to those in
category IV in that they all have high vertically,
or nearly vertically, walled necks. The bodies of
these vessels are not hemispherical but curve inward
to meet the neck. This creates a 'shoulder' on the
vessel between the base of the neck and the widest
point of the body. The body of these vessels can be
either flanged or without a flange, '

XII.A.HIGH-NECKED, SHOULDERED BOWLS WITHOUT A FLANGE

Frequency; 100%
Description; The one bowl in this category from Kixpek has no

flange on its body. Instead the body rounds up to
the neck in one smooth curve.

Metric Data; Ht-- 14,5cm

Dia at rim-- 7.5cm

Neck ht-- 6,.5cm

Ratio Ht/Dia--1.933

Ratio Neck ht/Body ht-- .8125
Catalogue Numbers; NA11639
Provenience; NA11639 Group B, Str 1, Bu 6

Associated Types; Slipped: Plumbate(anthropomorphic effigy) 1

VARTIATIONS

Variant 4; Concave base
Frequency; 100%

Description; There is a pronounced dimple or indent in the base
of this high-necked, shouldered vessel,



XIV. CONCAVE-SIDED BOWLS

Frequency; 1/24 or L4.166%

Description; The concave-sided bowl here has a flat base and
highly concave walls., The diameter of the rim and
the base is approximately equal while the diameter
at the mid-point of the vessel is 3cm less,

Metric Data; Ht--1l,5cm
Dia at rim-- l5cm
Dia at narrowest point-- 12cm
Ratio Ht/Dia at rim-- ,7666
Catalogue Numbers; NA11596
Provenience: NA11596 Group A, Str 1, Bu 2

Associated Types; Slipped: Black on White 1



sl

o 2 i A o

32w

NOTE: The Ceramic "Types"

'he following "type" descriptions aré basically a 'type-class'
nation after Gifford (1977). No attempt has been made at
time to formulate any kind of type-variety nomenclature for

ok or for any of the highland sites now being studied by our

+, The labels given these ceramics are very general, descrip-
ones and not consistent throughout the group now working on
rrojecte.

“uwe to the fact that most of the vessels from Kixpek are whole
's, Munsell color readings could not be taken for the paste

=+, When natural breaks occurred, paste readings are given.

11 classes, color readings of the surface are given. Elack
~»ly noted as black without numerical notations.

scause the type naming system used here is so general, it

“ifficult to find comparable pieces form other archaeological
in the area. If such comparable pieces were found in the

‘zture, they are listed at the end of each ceramic ware class.
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UNSLIPFED:

The ceramics classified below are all unslipred wares but

most are highly burnished so as to have a king of luster.

le BRCWN WARE 3

Identifying Characteristics; There are two subdivisions of brown-
ware in the collection from Kixpek. Both are un-
slipped, burnished wares and all show a great deal
of fireclouding. Because of this fireclouding, it
was difficult to obtain Munsell readings, but, look-
ing at what I believe were representative areas of
the vessels, the readinge varied around 7.5Yr 4/4,
705Yr 5/5 and 10Yr 5/30

lez. BROWN WARE-MICACEQUS

Identifying Characteristics; This is a brown ware with heavy in-
clusions of mica in the paste.

Frequency; 3/24 or 12,5%
Catalogue Numbers; NA11604, 11630, 11633
Munsell Codes; 750 4/6, 7.5%c S/, 10¥%r 5/3

Decoration; The surface is very plair in most instances. 1In
only one case is there a small modeled head on one
side of the vessel. Otherwise there is no decora-
tion.

Arpendages; 11604(IVA) has a long spout originating at the base
of the neck and remnants of what was once most prob-
ably a strap handle alsc on the body. 11633(IIA)
has round, rattling tripod supports. :

Associated Forms (Codesg); This class of pottery is found in
three form categories: IIA, IVA, VI,
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1.b. BROWN WARE WITHOUT MICA

Identifying Characteristics; This vessel is basically the same
color as the micaceous variety, but color is hard
to distinguish because of the heavy fireclcuding.
This vessel is also highly burnished. There is no
noticeable inclusion of mica in the paste.

Frequency; 1/24 or 4.16%
Catelogue Numbers; NA11632
Munsell Codes; 7.5Yr 5/b

Decoration; The surface is very plain, with no decoration a%t
2ll. This vessel does have a wide, everted rim.

Aprendages; Three tall, cylindrical, rattling feet with three
round vents eache.

Accociated Forms (Codes); VIII

Identifying Characteristics; Vessels with a deep red color
throughout the paste and the surface. This
vessel may have been burnished before decorating.

Frequency; | 1/24 or k4,16%

Catalcgue Numbers; NA11588

Munsell Codes;  2.5Yr 4.5/6

Decoration; This vessel has a model-carved surface and a raised
band of glyphs around the rim and base. There are

traces of what was probably white paint over the
decoration,

Appendages; None

Ascociated Forms (Codesg); I

Comparisons; A very similarly carved cylindrical vescel is 111~
ustrated in Butler's article (1940: Plate VII,=).
This veszel comes from arother of Burkitt's cites
in the Guatemalan Highlands-- Ratinlixul.




3 BUFF WARE
Identifying Characteristics; The surface color of this vessel

is much lighter than those in the 'Brown ware' class
and neither has the surface of this vessel been
burnished. The pot is very porous. The paste here
iz similar to that found in Plumbate wares., One
might venture a guess that this is a highly worn
plumbate vessel as the form is also a common one for
plumbate.

Frequency; 1/24 or L.,16%

Catalogue Numbers; NA11641

Munsell Codes; 10Yr 6/3

Decoration; There is a small amount of incising found on this
vessel. This consists of two lines at the base of
the neck and three crudely incised vertical lines
on one side of the body.

Appendages; None

Associated Forms (Codes); IVA.

b, ORANGE WARE

Identifying Characteristics; There seem to be traces of a light
burnishing after other surface modifications had veen
made on this light orange cclored, unslipped vessel.
The pot is also slightly porous.

Frequency; 1/24 or . hL,16%

Catalogue Numbers; NA11602

Munsell Codes; 5Yr 5/6

Decoration; There is a row of small bosses encircling the collar

of the neck and five larger indents encircle the
body. All of these are perfectly round.

Appendages; None

Acsociated Forms (Codes); IVA.
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SLIPPED:

oo oo i

The following classes of vessels are slipped. That is they
have all been covered, either partially or wholely, with a fire
mixture of clay and water after they were formed. This slip was
usually of a color different than the paste of the vessel. As
most of the vessels from Kixpek are whole vessels, there was little
opportunity to study the pastes of these pots, and so they are
clagseed according to their surface siip color and subdivided on

the basis of differing secondary painting..

S0 . ORANGE WARE-SLIPFED

Identifying Characteristics; Thie vessel is very much like the
Orange Ware that is unslipped in 1ts form. Here the
vessel has an exterior slip that makes the vessel
less porous and slightly darker in color.

Freguency; 1/24 or UL.16%

Catalogue Numbers; NA11€31

Munsell Codes; sYr 4/8

Decoration; The body of this vessel (the herlcpherlc 1 portion
below the neck) is gadrooned to give the appearance
of a melon-chaped body.

Arpendages; None

Associated Forms (Codes)s; IVA.

Comparisons; Xinabahul Crange-Re d (Woodhury & Trik 19;3 176).
This ware is described as being slipped all over,
like tke Kixpek vegsel; the forms found in this
type ¢ talr examples similar to the long-necked

bowl from Kixpek. The Munsell readings are also
similar,



6o FINE ORANGE

Identifying Characteristics; The paste is without rnoticeable in-
clusions and is also relatively soft. The surface
slip is very worn but of a deep orange color. One
vessel has a fine orange paste, but almost a dark,
plumbate-like slip. This has led Mary Butler to
to call it a mixture of Fine Orange and Plumbate in
her notes concerning this collection,

Frequency; 2/24 or 8.33%
Catalogue Numbers; NA11603, 11622

Munsell Codes; SLIP-- 2,5Yr 4,.5/6,.5Yr 4/1
PASTE-- 5Yr 6/6, SYr 7/8 )

Decoration; One is a grater bowl with incised lines on the interior,
base. The other has a gadrccned, melon-shaped body.

Appendages; 11622 has three round rattling feet.

Assosiated Forms (Codes); NI, VIil.

Comments; Kixpek has often been sited in the literature because
of the abundance of Fine Orange ware from the site.
The vessels available for study contained only these
two vessels, btut, if one can belive the often mistaken
notes of Burkitt and Butler, there is also one more
Fine Orange vescel from Kixpek. There is indeed then,
a high proportion of Fine Orange ware amcng the collec-
tion from Kixpeks

Comparisons; Cedro gadrooned and Pabellon Modeled-carved (Rands &
Smith 1965). Shepard 1948: 133-37. R.E. Smith
1957s 137-38,

70 PLUMEATE
Identifying Characteristics; The paste on this ware is a gray

color with usually a dark core traditicnally. One
of the plumbate vessels from Kixpeck does indeed have
such paste, but the other has a light orange paste.
The surface slip is a dark gray that is almost com-
pletely worn away in one of the examples so that no
Munsell reading could be okttained.

Frequency; 2/24 or 8.33%
Catalogue Numbers; NA11638, 11€39
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Munsell Codes; SLIP-- 5Yr 3.5/1
PASTE-- 7.5Yr 5/0, 7.5Yr 7/6

Decoration; Incising--occassional incised lines encircling the
becdy at different points. Modeling--one vessel has
an anthropomorphic, bearded effigy on one side.

Appendages; Cne vescel is what is often termed in the literature
a lamp-chimney. It has a tall pedestal base.

Associated Forms (Codes); IVA, XIIA. Both forms are quite sim-
ilar,

Comparisons; Shepard (1940; Fig 8 and 18) These vessels are from
such varied locations as Suchitotc, E1 Salvador;
San Andres Sajcabaja, Guatemala; and Guazapa, El
Salvador. ' B ey G

8 RED WARE-SLIPPED

Identifying Characteristics; A deep red slip covers approximately
two-thirds of this vessel, from the rim down. The
bottom third is an unslipped buff,

Frequency; 1/24 or L,16%

Catalogue Numbers; NA11629

Muncell Codes; SLIP--10R 3/3.5
PASTE--5Yr 5/3

Decoration; Applied fillets around the waist and an applied
frog's head at the waist also.

Appendages; None

Associated Forms (Codes); VI

. e o
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9 WHITE SLIP--BLACK ON WHITE WARE

Identifying Characteristics; As an overall qualitative category,
all these vessels should be classified together,
All consist of some form of black painting on a
white slipped surface. Variations occur with the usage
of a third color. This would, strictly speaking,
make these variants polychrome, but they are all so
alike that they have been grouped together here,
All fall together in the same form category (III)
except one (XIV). Yet, even this one is so cimilar
that it too belongs to this group. All except one
have blackened interiors and this one is different
in that the painting is carried over into the in-
tericr. In all cases, the designs are done mainly
in black with geometric designs and imitate negative
painting. There is only one true instance of nega-
tive painting among these vessels,

Frequency; 7/24 or 29.16%

Catalogue Numbers; NA11584, 11585, 11596, 11597, 11598, 11605
and 11627,

Munsell Codes;  SLIP-- 10Yr 7/3

902, BLACK ON WHITE WARE--PLAIN

Identifying Characteristics; These vessels have only the white
exterior slip, blackened interiors and geometric
painting in black over the slip. The base of one
vessel is not slipped.

Frequency; 2/7 or 28.57%
Catalogue Numbers; NA11596, 11597

Munsell Codes; <came as above SLIP-- 10Yr 7/3
i PAINT-- Black

Decoraticn; Geometric, imitation negative rainting in black on
a white slip.

Appendages; :One. has conical, pointed tripod supports with rattles.
Each has only one vent. The other has a flat base,

Associated Forms (Codes); IIIA., XIV.



0=

9.b, BLACK ON WHITE WARE--WITH RED

Identifying Characteristics; Geometric, painting in black on a

Frequency;

white slip. 11605 is the one example of true nega-
tive painting. This varies from the group as a
whole becauce occacssicnal red stripes are used over
various portions of the body.

2/7 or 28.57%

Catalogue Numbers; NA11598, 11605

Munsell Codes; SLIP-~ 10Yr 7/

Decoration;

Appendages;

3
Red-- 2.5 Yr 5/8, 10R 4/8

Geometric painting in black over a white slip; red
stripes either on two pposite portions of the rim
(11605) or on the base (11598). Both are painted
over the black and white design.

Both have tripod supports. 11598 has conical, pointed
feet while 11605 has dog-faced feet.

Associated Forms (Codes); IIIA.

9eCo BLACK ON WEITE WARE--WITH REDDISH BRCWN

Identifying Characteristics; Two of these vessels (11584 and

Frequency;

11585) are identical in all respecis. Both have
the base and feet painted with a reddish-brown.
The third vessel in the subdivision(11627) is the
most variant of this ware class. Its surface is
a reddish-brown with most of the white slip and
black overpaint gone now. What design remains is
carried on into the interior of the vessel.

3/7 or hL2.85%

Catalogue Numbers; NA11584, 11585, 11627

Munsell Codes; ey eeo. YO 2/3

Decoration;

Reddish-brown-- 5Yr 3/4, 5Yr 4/5, 2.5Yr 4 /L

Gecmetric painting in black-on a white surface. The

feet are painted reddish-trown in all instances, and
the exterior base is also painted in two vecsels.
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Appendages; All are tripod vessels with conical, poonted, rattling
feet. All have one vent each.

Ascociated Forms (Codes); IIIA., IIIB.

10, BLACK WARE

Identifying Characteristics; The exterior and interior of this
vessel is slipped and lowly polished. The paste 1is
a light pink color with no visible inclusions.

Frequency; 1/24 or 4.166%

Catalogue Numbers; NA11599

Munsell Codes; SLIP-- Black
PASTE-- 7.5Yr 7/4

Decoration; Outset collar around the rim and base. The body is
very slightly gadrooned.

Aprendages; None
Associated Forms (Codes); Io
Comparisons; Nebaj Fine Black (Smith & Kidder 1951: Fig. 7U4,k).

In both, the slip covers the whole vessel. Both have
soft red to pinkish brown paste.

STUCCO;

11, WHITE STUCCC--PINK ON WHITE

Identifying Characteristics; Although these vessels are not, in
the strict sense, slipped, they are both covered
with a white stucco and then painted over in part
or in whole with a red or pink paint.

Frequency; 2/2k or BL.33%
Catalogue Numbers; NA11615, 11617

flunsell Codes; SLIP--white
PAINT-- 5R 6/4, 1O0R 5/6
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Decoration; Both are painted in pink. The stucco is very worn i
both cases and so any decoraticn is almost impossible
to see. In one case what seems to be a human figure

is outlined in pink. '

Appendages; None. 11615 does have a 1id with a flat tcp and
vertical sides.

Associated Forms (Codes); I., IVA.

Comparisons; Zaculeu (Woodbury & Trik,1953: 206), Nebaj (Smith
& Kidder 19515 57).

POLYCHRCNME

12, POLYCHROME

Identifying Characteristics; Red slipped interior. Exterior is
variously painted in white, orange, red and black.
A wide row of painted glyphs encircles the long necko.

Frequency; 1/24 or 4.,16%
Catalogue Numbers; NAl1407
Munsell Codes; 5Yr 5/8-- yellowish-red

10Yr 7/3-- very pale brown(white)
10R 4/8-- red

Black
Decoration; = Glyphic decoration around the necl. White band at
neck. Yellow glyphs outlined in black, details in
red.
Appendages; None

Associated Forms (Codes); IVA.
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From the prececding listing and description of the ceramic
wares from Kixpek and looking at Fig.?7 , we can see that there
are a few note-worthy features abcut this collection. The vast
majority of the vessel forms from this site are high-necked bowls,
yet this seems to be a very general form with no consistent type
of surface treatment. In a very literal sense, no two high-necked
bowls are alike. There does seem to be a ferm and type cluster-
ind in the Composite bowl category. Whether the vessels have a
flange or not seems to be irrelevant--all have white slips, geo-
metric painting in black,, and tripod supports. The high prc-
portion of Fine Orange wares and Plumbate wares also makes this

site unique in this highland area of Guatemala.
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EVALUATIGN

To make any kind of temporal asséssment for the varicus
excavated features at Kixpek we must turn to Mary Butler's (1940)
article on the ceramic sequence from thé Alta Verapaz. In this
article, tshe cets up a chronological framework for many sites in
this highland area of Guatemala, Kixpek included.

For Group A, Str 1, Bu 1, a temporal assignment of Chamid 4-
Chipal 1 must be given. This is based on the finding of compos-
ite bowls with geometric designs on white slip here (NA11584 and
11585), and on the assoclation with deeply carved and incised
ware (NA11588). This period corresponds to the early Postclassic
(Rands and Smith 1965: 99).

Assuming that this structure was first built, and then burial
1 was intruded into it, we may be able to state that Structure 1
in Group A at Kixpek is no older than the early Postclassic.

We know that Burial 2 was entered through a slnnting cshaft
to its east, but we do not know if this shaft came to the sur-
face beneath what is now Structure 1 or if it came out to the
east of Str. 1. ‘

In spite of thié, it is still rossible to judge its relation-
ship with Bu. 1. Butler states that Bu. 2 corresponds to the first
half of Period II (Chamid 3). Geometric negative ainting is com=-
mon for this phase (NA11596, 11597, 11598). long with this,

a decoration of three troad vertical orange stripes over the
design is algo characteristic of Chaméd 3 wares (NA11598), as is

1

the occurrence of indented disks on the exterior bases of these



i

This lower burial at Kixpek may be placed in the Middle to
Late Classic Period then (Borhegyi 1965: 57). Therefore, if the
entry shaft for Bu 2 did come tc the surface beneath Str 1 we
may ascume that the structure was built sometime in the Middle
to Late Classic times. Whereas if the entrance was beyond the
eastern edge of Str 1, this may show that this structure was built
even before the placement of Bu 2 beneath it. Only further ex-
cavation at this site could clarify this question.

Butler assigns to Bu 1 on Group B, Str 1, the category of
Period III or even perhaps Period IV, (Chipal 2 or 3 respectively).
That it should be placed in the Chipal 2 sub-period is supported
by the use of bosses and indents as decoration (NA11602), dog-
foot tripods (11605-NASL), and Fine Orange ware (11603). All of
these are present in the material from Bu 1 in Group B. Other
factors, however, would argue for Bu 1 tc be placed in the Chipal
3 sub-period. Pyrite mirrors are common during this period, and
four of these are found in thi& burial (NA11610-11613). These
artifacts were not discussed in this paper. All evidence consi-
dered though, points strongly to the early Fostclassic or Butler's
Period III-Chipal 2 phase.

According to Butler, Burial 2 in Group B belongs to Period
II, the Chami 4~ Chipal 1 sub=-period. This is evidenced, she
claims by the presence of a decorated cylinder in the chamber

(NA11615)., Burial 2 was rather poor in grave goods, and €0

1NAS refers to Not Available for Study. The information ccncern-

t+toc

ihg these vescels is taken from Burkitt's and Butler's notess
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perhaps the placement of this burial into a temporal period should
not be relied on too heavily on this evidence alone. I do agree,
however, that burial 2 is earlier than Bu 1.

Burials 3, 5, 6, and 7, while they may not havé all been dug
at once, do all seem to fall within the came general period-
Period III--Chipal 2. In this, they are approximately contemp-
orary with burial 1 of this same Group B.

Fine Orange ware, a diagnostic ware of this period, is found
in Bu 3 (11622) and Bu 6 (11638-NAS). Animal-foot tripods are
also common to Chipal 2 and found in Bu 3 (11623-NAS), Bu 5 (11634~
NAS) and Bu 6 (11637-NAS).

Burial 7 was very poor in artifacts, however, judging from
the level at which it was found and its likeness to Bu 3, 5 and
6 in all other respects, it may be a safe assumption to state that
it was contemporary with them.

Burizl 4 seems to be the earliest of all the burials exca-
vated by Eurkitt at Group B. This burial, if on. will follow
Butler's lead, falls into Period II-Chami 3. This assumption is
also a shakey one though, as it is based on only one vessel with
geometric negative painting on a composite tripod (NA11627) as its
diagnostic trait.

-

FProm the above discussion, it is now possible to offer ¢

%Y

tentative hypothesis as to the development of Str 1 in Group B
and its burials at Kixpek. Burial 4 was the first to be dug down
beneath tre constructional plaza sometime in the middle Classic.

Next, the platform level (F1) of Str 1 was built and Bu 2 was
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intruded into it sometime in"the Late Classic or early Postclassic
This is suggested due to the fact that a marker was put into the
plaza floor to mark the burial., Then Burial 3 was dug down under
the eastern edge of the platform and soon afterwards, the series
of burials--Bu 5, 6, and 7--were added in a line along this plat-
form's eastern edge. This all occurred during the Postclassic
times.

Sometime along the way, the superstructure (F3) was built
upon the platform (Fl) and finally Bu 1 was dug into this super-
structure from the east side, roughly contemporary with the bur-
ials on the edge, but perhaps a little later in the Postclassic,

From this we can see that while these two groups at Kixpek
(Group A and Group B) did have some Classic Period construction

coing on, it did not bloom as a site until the Postclassic per-

T

4 -
> attest

od. The abundance of Fine Orange and Plumbate at the sit

b

to this conclusion,

[on

R
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FIGURE

RORMS ¢ Cylin- Hemis. Comp., Comp. High- Constr. Flare High. Concave TOTALS
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THE CERAMICS OF KIXPEK

DEPARTMENT OF EL QUICHE, GUATEMALA

Barrel-shaped bowls

Definition;

Frequency:

Metric Data;

Catalogue Nos;

Illus.

Ref o

Proveniences

Associated "Types";

Comparisons;
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flat-bottomed bowls with convex or barrel- .

shaped walls. The height of these vessels

is no less than but no more than

the rim diameter. The widest part of the

vessel is in the lower 1/3 of the body.
NA11603 has the most pronounced barrel-

shape., 11615 has a direct, spquared lip. This

same vessel also has a 1id with a flat top and

nearly vertical sides. 11599 and 11603 have

slight exterior collars while 11630 has an

exteriorly folded rim. 11599 also has a

basal collar., ~

‘ Ty
approximately 17.4% Or /23 (3.5 7% Y

Height-- 12.5-19 (15.75 mean)
Dia. at rime=- 8e¢5= 13,5 cm ( 11,75 mean)
Ratio;

NA11599, 11615(vessel and 1id), 11603, 11630

see fige

NA11599 Group A, Str. 1, Bu. 2
11615 Group B, Str. 1, Bu. 2
11603 Group B, 8tr. 1, Bu, 1
11630 Group B, Str. 1, Bue. 5

- . S
NA11603~ Plumbate (w]Fire Tuage wred s )
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; THE CERAMICS OF KIXPEK
DEPARTMENT OF EL QUICHE, GUATEMALA
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Composite dishes
Definition; . vessels in which the side of the wall dces

not lie in one plane but ‘'breaks' or changes
somewhere along the side. These vessels
have heights between 1/3 and 1/4 the diameter
at the rim and all have concave walls. In
this collection all such dishes are tripods
with rattling feet. All except NA11605 have
pointed feet while 11605 has dog-faced feet
and specimen 11623 consists of a single dog-
faced rattling foot.

All vessels have rounded bases and
NA11584 and 11585 have a medial flange.
{ -~ .\.‘\

(%, 38% v [ 33

Frequency; approximately 26% Or 6/23 *

Metric Data; Height-~ (without feet) 6-8 cm (6.6 mean)
(incl. feet) 8=10 cm (9.3 mean)
Dia. at rim-- 21-29.5 cm (23.7 mean)
Ratio; Ht.(without ft)/ Dia.-- 1/3-1/4

Catalogue Nos.; NA11584, 11585, 11597, 11598, 11605, Y1623,
A 11627,
Illus. Ref.; . see.figs.
Provenience; NA11584 Group A, Str. 1, Bu. 1
11585 Group A, Str. 1, Bu. 1
11597 Group A, Str. 1, Bu. 2
11598 Group A, Str. 1, Bu. 2
11605 Group B, Str. 1, Bu. 1
11623 Group B, Str. 1, Bu. 3
11627 Group B, Str. 1, Bu. 4

Associated "Types";

Comparisons;
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Concave=-sided bowls

Definitiong

Frequency;

Metric Datay:

Catalogue Nos.;
I1lus Ref.
Provenience;
Associated "Types";

Comparisons;
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" THE CERAMICS CF KIXPEK
DEPARTVENT CF EL (UICHE, GUATEMALA

vessels in which the bottom is flat and the walls
are concave. The one vessel in this collection
have a base and rim diameter that are the same
while the diameter at the body waist is 3cm less.
approximately L.LZ Or 1/23

Height==- 1l.5cm

Dia. at rim=-- 15cm

NA11596

see figse.

NA11597 GCroup A, Str. 1, Bu. 2
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THE CERAMICS OF KIXPEK AND TAMBOR
DEPARTMENT OF EL QUICHE, GUATEMALA

Constricted-neck bowls

Definition; bowls whose rim diameter is smaller than
the average body diameter,, The one bowl
in this category has as/flat base and a- ;
slightly everted rim, (T“eLO@@9:qu¥aﬁ‘W&\xhﬂ\s°*<*3

‘ﬂ@%ﬁﬁkb/‘_,_, )
Frequency; approximately 4.4% oOr 1/23 (RARE V3
Metric Data; Height-~ 10.5cm
Dia. at rim-- 8,.5cm

Catalogue NoSo; NA 11629
Illus. Ref.; see figse
Provenience; NA11629 Group B, Stre 1, Bu. 5
Associated "Type";
Comparisons;
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THE CERAMICS OF KIXPEK

'DEPARTMENT OF EL QUICHE, GUATEMALA

.logue Nos.;
18 Refes
yenience;

sciated “"Type";

sarisons;

" There is only one such bowl in this collec-

tione. NAl11622 hage a rounded base and slightly .
out-flaring walls., It is a tripod with
rounded rattling feet, Tacn g nag enn Swed
ey Rxwﬂcmhunk

approximately 4.4% Or 1/23

-~

]

et

PR P TR
(B3NS T P M2

Height-- (without feet) 7 cm
(incl. feet) 9.5 cm
Dia. at rim-- 19 cm.
Ratio; Ht(without feet)/ Dia.-- approx. 2/3

NA11622
see figs.,
NA11622 Group B, Str. 1, Bu. 3

NA11622- Fine Orange: uniform fine=-textured
paste. Both paste and surfaceare soft enough

.to cut with a fingernail.

\ ¥ \ " : DRI < T, AN b
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THE CERAMICS OF KIXPEK AND TAMBOR
DEPARTMENT OF EL QUICHE, GUATEMALA

Hemispherical bowls

Definitions this collection consists of only one such
specimen. The diameter at the rim is more
than twice the height of the bowl. It is
a tripod with small, round, rattling feet.

Frequency; approximately 4.4% Or 1/23 (3)\as 7o &\fiﬁw
Metric Data; Height-=(without feet)6.5cm: (including feet)9cm
Dia., at rim=-- 15 cme
Yoxan == W Qofo ek M, > \/a'
Catalogue NoS.; NA 11633
Illus. Ref.: see figs.
Provenience; NA11633 Group B, Str. 1, Bu. 5

Associated "Types";

Comparisons;
ate’ cadn \ea VS R wound QERs (Gas Qoove Vee oo

Pac:?:l\o,\ Veer, wnO1sed exdes wes\y _‘A“\C" Moo Rae




THE CERAMICS OF KIXFPEK
DEPARTMENT OF EL QUICHE, GUATEMALA

Flaring-sided dish

Definition; This vessel has a flat bottom and flaring
walls with a wide everted rim. It is a
%ripod with cylindrical, rattling feet-
each foot has three circular vents one
under the other. The diameter at the rim
is more than S¥&eg the height of the vessel
(without feet).

Frequency; approximately 4.4% Or 1/23 (342g » /3
Metric Data; Height=- (without feet) 5.5cm

(incl,. feet) 12 cm
Dia. at rim-- 30 cm

Catalogue Nos.; NA11632
Illus. Ref.; see figs.
Provenience; NA11632 Group B, Str. 1, Bu. 5

‘Associated "Type";

Comparisons;




THE CERAMICS OF KIXPEK
DEPARTMENT OF EL QUICHE, GUATEMALA

High-necked bowls

Definition; hemispherical or incurving bowls with long
vertical (NA11602, 11604, 11607, 11617, and
11638) or slightly inflaring (NA11631, 11639,
and 11641) necks. The neck height is equal
to or greater than 1/3 the body height.

Both 11604 and 11607 have direct rims
and squared lips. 11602 and 11617 have size-
able, slightly concave, collars; while 11638
and 11639 have small outflaring collared rims,
and 11631 and 11641 have exteriorly folded rims.

Only 11607 has a perfectly flat base,
11602 and 11617 have annular bases and 11638
has a pedestal base. The others (11604, 11631,
11639, and 11641) have dimpled bases.

11604 has a spout and a strap handle that
has since broken away.

Frequency; approximately 34.8% oOr 8/23 (350 1+ %/33)
Metric Data; Height-- 13-25.5 cm (18.7 mean)
Dia. at rim=- 5.5-16.5 cm .{11.3 mean)
Ratio; neck ht./body hte-- 1/3
Catalogue Nos;; NA11602, 11604, 11607, 11617,. 11631, 11638,
11639, 11641,
Tllus. Ref.; see figs.
Provenience; NA11602 Group B, Str. 1, Bu. 1
11604 Group B, Str. 1, Bu. 1
11607 Group B, Strs 1, Bu. 1
11617 Group B, Str. 1, Bu. 2
- 11631 Group B, Str. 1, Bu. 5
11638- Group B, Str, 1, Bu. &
11639 Group B, Str. 1, Bu. 6
11641 Group B, Str. 1, Bu. 7
Associated "Types"; NA11639- Plumbate
Comaprisons;
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HIGH - NECKED BOWLS

Neck Profile Rim Profile Base Appendages

spout

impled(l)———————-handle _
Slat(l) '

direct rim(2)
S : ‘_(\Q-x\ﬁ;‘.',‘i\
u#fé*i'~(l A
‘ “ﬂfﬁ nnular(l)
straight neck(5)\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\collared(3) =5 (l)Qf;r
at
exteriorly folded(O)

direct rim(1l) dimpled(1l)

incurving neck(3)<:::::::::::::collared(O)
dimpled(1l)
exteriorly folded(2)<:::: '

flat(l)
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| THE CERANMICS OF KIXPEK
DEPARTMENT OF EL QUICHE, GUATEMALA

MEASUREMENTS
High-neck bowls Height Height Height Dia, Dia.
(total) (body) (neck (rim) (widest pt)
NA11602 23cm 11.5cm 1l.5¢cm 16.5¢cm 21lcnm
1160k 25.5 15 10.5 14 2_105
11607 21 9 i 10 1
11617 20.5 9 11.5 1 17.5
1631 18 10 8 13.5 17.5
11638 13 3.5 6 55 Te5
11639 12405 8 605 795 . lh
11641 1 8.5 6.5 865 12.5
Barrel-shaped
NA11599 17 e 13
11815 12.5 13 1.5
11603 14,5 8.5 12.5
11630 ] 19 13.5 15
Constricted-neck
NA11629 10,5 8.5 13.5
Concave=-sided Dia. )
(narrowest pt)
NA11596 : 11.5 15 12




MEASUREMENTS (pe2)

Composite bowls Height Height Dia. at rim
(w/o feet) (with feet)

NA1158L - 6o5cm 9.5¢cm 27cm
11585 8 10.5 29.5
13597 6.5 8 21
11598 7 9.5 2
11605 6 8 21
11623
11627 6 10 21

Flaring-wall dish

NA11632 5.5 12 30

Grater Bowl

NA11622 7 9.5 19

Hemisph. bowl

NA11633 65 9 15






