; No catalog on file here
covering Burkitt's specimens 1081-1095.

T shrink from criticising
a man of Burkitt's age, experience and
admirable, careful work. It may be that
his methods are those which he has found
most profitable after long experienze.
But I was astounded to read that he was
digging a trench through a mound 80 feet
wide, 40 ft. deep and 150 ft. long, and
was not surprised to learn that he had
secured nothing. If he were a beginner
at archeological work I would wire him
to change his methods of work.

Regarding letter of lr.
Bgberts, recommended that I write again
asking estimates on heads only. ZPaul
can cast Mr. Shotridge's hands for the
Tlingit figure and everything but the
head of the Jiverd figure will do, though
the feet have bunions. Mr, Egberts' fig-
ures (the financial ones) seem to me ra-
ther high.

T would like to send a copy
pf the current JOURNAL with the Maya erticle
to the principal Maya students in the coun-
try. Dr. H. J. Spinden, Peabody lMuseum,
encloses $1.00 for two cdpies. Mr. H. C.
Shetrone, Ohio State Museum, High St. &.
15th Ave., Columbus, commended the article
and asked to be sent a copy for which he
will pay. Other sped¢ialists who might be
sent copies are listed on separate sheeg.
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possesses a large body o¢f notes on arcRBaeologicwl investiga-
tions made on th-*ﬁ;ppar Chixoy or Q,uimalé River and its afflpent
the Koopom near the Cuchamatan iountains in the provin w of
Q,uicné, Guatemala. These investigation’s were made witn tie
greatest scientifiec accuracy and constitute a most valuable
contribution to the study of Mayan arcnaeology. The small
sites investigated{all into two groups, one in the cool moun-
tainous region and one in the warmer miver region, the two
showing diffesent cultural aspects. In the latter group are
the site of Cu&ma’ on the Chixoy and the sites of Kixpee,
Chilhuatal and Ratinltixul west of Chama; the former group is
represented by Chipal, at a greater distance soutuwest of Chama.
Mounds gead of eartihh and structures built of stone ad
mortar are very frequentd turougnout tais region and numbers
of them were investigated at each of tuese places. At Cnama

Y voarda
the interments seem to have been entirely in the Open soil(\aﬂ

the
only bYAPI'OPinQUitY of the objects could their associations
be determined. Naturally the results of such finds cannot be

considered as entirely unequivocal. At the other sites, how-

ever, and especially at Chipal, most of the butials were in



stone-lined chambers or otherwise grouped so thnat the associa
tions could ve ®dftermined with greater certainty. However,
many,§§@7h6~if not most of the graves had apparently been dis
turved, and it seems to have been %hgz;gﬁgi\bustom to open a
grave and dispossess the earlier occupant and his ourial ob-
jects. Given such conditions it is obvious that all apparent
associations must ve serutinized with great care and no single

instance accepted as proof, However in the mass, certain

deductions as to associations and pribority are rather cledirly

indicated.
At Chipal, several structures of considerable architec-
tural intee st weee investigated. Of maximum intemst among
these is one case of a partly sunterranean vauly with a dome

roof.



& studying the associations of objeots from these sis
about fifteen diagnostic cnaracteristies whieh occured in
greatest frequenck were taken and cross refenemced on a cuat
In this way it was seen that the objeets from Cuipal tended ®
form a group as opprosed to those from the other sites al-
though rarely was any type entirely missing frow the other
group.

Practically all of the metal found, gold and copper,
came from one of the chamoers at Cuipal and with it were asse

cisted vessels with from two to six vertical band handles,

vessels with long straight spouts, vessels decorated with

curvilinear designs in white on a red slip, flat pottery
stamps with handles, bone and shell ornaments, ear-ornaments
of thin polished obsidian which are more frequent in the
Valley of Mexmeo, copper nells of Mexican type, and fragments
of mirrors made of thin polygons of pyrite, Practically all
of these traits bear the aspect of being very late in period
a presumption which is increased by the fact%?hat at @Ghama ,
pyrite polygdnal slabs are found only in the top soil and

close to it, and that one of the vessels of this chawmber was



certainly made on a porter's wheel and tuerefore probably of

S8panish colonial period. Since most of the objests found in

this tomb were rather unique, however, few of them can be em-
for :

ployed as diagnostic criteria #rem the respective ages of the

contents of other tomous,

On the whale, however, the tombs at Cuipal gave the
impression of relatively recent age and comparative Lomogene
ity. At Ghip&a the most charaoteriatic.objects and those
which were found associated in tombs with the greatest fre-
quency, were tall urns, generally termed censers, generally

of an hour-glass or wheatsheaf shape and with high relief
ornamenty vessels of lead glaze ware, generaily wihth moulded

ok
relief of incised ornament, vessels with uigh spreading cir-

rattling
cular feet and tripod wessels with the feet in the form of
Ond\ ;
animal heads; vessels with vertical loop handles. Very large

burial urns with lids, a bkt ogﬂﬁgrg99§§gwggggio,

P Al

were BAkso characteristich of Chipadl. Fw&%ﬁ?ggects of these

types were found at Chama dnfi the neighboring sites.



The most characteristic objects of the Chama region, n
the other hand were beautiful polychrome pictorial pottery;

, pronounced
cylindrical cups; tripods withAflanges and rattling feet4 gen—

ededixwldoh Bnd negative painting,-—

The associations of these were frequent and certadadn, tae cy-
lindrical cups being generally decorated with polychrome pic-
tures, the tripods generally withwffgaxitg paigtiﬁfi All of
these traits were rave or missing at Chipal. A very thin 2§§r
fragile ware is charac jeristic of much of the Chama type of
pottery.

y;rrors of pyrite mosaic are espevially frequent in
the Chama area and are probably diagnostic, when found, of a
recent period. Black ware and ware decorated with negative
painting is frequent here, rare at Chipal.

Pott@®y decorated witu oright pdlyclrome colors, gen-
wrally orange, red, sepia and sometime s white, JSRidbe"in
is found in ®veral different types. Twogesgecially, are mut—
ually exclusive and never foung in association. [These are ¢
the typical pictorial polychrome, found on eylindrical cups,

on round-bottom bowls and on broad bowls with short solid



tripod legs. Tuese are never found in association with py-

rite mirrots and it may be assumed that they are olkr than &

the second type of polycurome with which the pyrite mirrors

are regularly found, The colors employed in this seond type

are identical but the shapes are different and less simple..
of heavy pottery

The most frequent type is a broad bowll\xe sting on a ring base

and with a pronounced flange. The designs on the outer surfe

are either (geometric

the macaw being tne favorite motive. Oher polycheome ves-

one
seld associated with pyrite mosaic mirrors arekof a tall

vase shape ) .
ornamented witih painted hieroglyphs, and another
of a modified cylindrical shape, somewhat obell shaped, with
pictorial designs somewhat different from those on the typicad
Canno

¢ylindrieal cups. It wiFEl nardlyy be doubted that tuis type €
polyehrome is later than that of the cylindrical cups.

‘ybQg9&e;9&eq395eé1Q;&hﬁﬁlga%iiaupaigiage%/’W3§§Ljéanup
With the later polychrome and with pyrite mirrors were asso-
viated all of the very fine incided and carved hemispherical
bowls, these being therefore also of a late period. Incised

and carved designs, howevery ale also frequent on cylindrical

cups, but more often limited to bands of carved hierogylphic



designs ah top and bottom.

Wessels decorated with negative painting occur very
commonly but in a number of different types. Crude designs
in negative on heavy red ware are more characteristic of Chi-
pal, thougl Bere are also found specimens of the finer type
on tain pottery with a buff exterior and black interior,

The latter are not found associated with pyrite mosaic mir-
rors or with the paddychrome ware of non-cylindrical vessels;
it may be presumed therefore that tley are earlier than thas
tvpe and contemporaneous with the typical polyechrome of the
eylindrical cups with wauich they are frequently fiound in
association. A ruder type of negative painting is found,
however, on tripod bowls of thin brown ware with feet in the
shape of animal heads; these may therefore be considered late
and probably sontemporaneous with tue non-negative painted

tripods with animal heads from Chipal.



Black pottery probably had a long history. The lowes
finds in the mounds at Chama consist mainly of black pottery
while no instances of its association With pyrite mirrors, wh
with thin buff ware or with bowls witn flanges,ﬁ%ﬁs all of %
these probably late, were noted. It is apparently found, how-
ever, with cylindrical cups, typical polychrome designs and
negative painted ware. Taeee is, therefore, no evidence of
its presence in the Chama region during tne last period.

At Chipal, however, some sherds of beautiful incised black
pottery were found in a chamber together with some heavy red
ware and a tripod vessel with very high legs, of an unusual

type, possibly with southnern or Chototegan relations.



In the Chama region therefore, the last period
appears to be characterized by mirrers of pyrite mosaie, by
polyehrome painted ware of type 2, consisting large%ét convesn
tionalized or geometric designs, by fine carved of incised
hemispherical bowls, by bowls with rattling animal-head feet

( P
and designs in negative painting, by alabaster vase( PR

Among the characteristics of the period preceding
this are eylindrical cups, fine polychrome painting, tripod
bowls with pronounced flanges and without animal head feet;

Gnoh
by fine negative painting,
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