Haciendas Chocolf
Guatemala
1928, January 1st

In account with R. Burkitt

The Pennsylvania University Museum
' DEBTOR
1927 Am. $

Jun 30: To balance, according to account rendered, 1115.07
Dec :31: To my time to date: July 21 till December
31: see letter of 1927, August 7, and
the letter accompanying this asccount: &
pORthe and 10 QaFBg s v ssenns b numbsvn . 1600.
» ¥ To expenses to date:-

Keep of animals, extra, July:

Guat. 3790, at B0 T L4 cvcionnniny . e 13.17

Hotel bill in Guatemala City, Cectober:
see letter with this account:........ . ¥ 27 .17

Rail way, cabs, porters, servants, so
TRP B8 BOBOR g5 6 ivn. eon yiens e oot i 7.78

Wine and treating: Guatemala City: so
far as noted,...... P TR o PRREE G e 1.75
Shovels, hoes, barrows, tarpaulins,.. 31.40
Ditto, Guatemala$640, at €60y...... e 10.67
Photography, Guat. $650, at 60,...... 10.83
CarpontorSgscivonsrnsvrntenonniosps .o 2.25

Other labour, mostl diggers in Cho~-
golh, Guat. $16910, at 604:..ccnvcsn PP 281.83
1928
Jan 1: To:balanceye..eeess s Sy veses Amer.$3101.92
. and O, E.
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v & Haciends Chocold
Masutenango
Guatemala

1928, Jaauary <2

My dear Miss McHﬁgh

I am much obliged by your letters;ov Lecemper <<
and December 30, and by the receit ov drafts to the amount
you mention: with the slight cifference ov two cents.

I hav also to thank you for your letter ov October
the 4th, and for sending me thoze publications. I receivd
all three parcels: and besides got the September number oQ
the Muzeum Journal.— You may kKeep on adressing me at the
British consulat genersal. And if you hav no objection,
it would be az wel to aGress me in thé Spenish language.
After fiting my name in which evef lunguage you pleaz, the
succee@ing formule iz this:

Rda. al Consulaco Generwul Britaniéo
Guatemeulea
If you wish te know what RDA means, its short for the word
Recomendada. The adress in Spanish, not only diminishes
the chance ov mishap, out in case ov mishap, prevents the
post office from saying in excuse that the adress waz in
en unknown language.
The last I rote you waz on August the 7th, from this

plece. I had then lately come cown from the highlends, and



again taken up work for the muzeum.

In the early part ov Octo_ber I went up to Guatemala
City for a few days, about the muzeum boxes. I waz made
aware ov a peculiar chance that seemd to offer, ov getting
the boxes exported direct from Guatemala City. Ther waz
also a small colecetion ov antiguities, that I might buy.

I rejected the colection, how ever: anc az for the boxes,
the person who might hav manuged the exportation, drew
back, when it came to the pinch: anda the chance came to
nothing.

Excepting for thoze few days, and with the usual
interuptions ov feasts and drunKs{}?y ocupation since that
last riting, haz been the one monotony ov digzing. The
digzging consists, az you know, in driving a big trench
into one ov theze big round mounds. The mouad, iz that
mound, which on the map that—i-sent LOnNgegoto Dictor-
Gepdon;@ﬁga markt az Mound B. The trench, it waz decided,
should go into the mound on the east side: and measures,
or iz to measure finaly, between extremes, about eighty
feet wide, forty feet deep, and a hundred and fifty feet
long: and iz now about three guurters done.

The first stage ov the digging, ez tve-expleind, had
‘Bo$—%hew&pe&9aneewovWamtréﬁch;»bu%utook the shape ov
cutting off the hole top ov the mound to & level ov three
metres below the top poxnt.tvgggﬁgy 332& Lﬁ;zmyauve
already Seeny;—in the~ fotografsm%96Wf6“203a The subsequent

and much greater part ov the work, which I took up ia July,
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| and am stil engaged in, iz the trench proper: and the-fotos

wmeagwmsenéiﬁgwyﬁﬁ;_?OBWTUwﬂﬁig hav to do with that part.

A Aa e !& QR
1 s 306 to 44, ar taken from near the same

The

north easterly point ov 51ght, uz I mude use ov before, in

e phole frapho Shos e Eviin e B 13
taking ateMEﬁie and like them, ar numberd in the order

ov,time.{ Looking at the mound, in theze pictures, the
level top that you see, iz the.new top, the top left when
the original top waz cut off. And on the left hand side
ov the mound, which ov course iz the east side, you see
the mouth ov the trench.

“v "’x‘ﬁ«l(

s the aavancing trench iz at the level ov

In <
three metres below the new top: six metres below the old
top. The road that yéu see cut round the side ov the
mound at that level, iz the road to one ov the dumps. Az
before, ther ar two dumps, & north westerly and a south
westerly: ov whiech, az before, onlyvoﬁe, the nortih
westerly one (here on the right hand side ov the mound),
iz in sight. The line markt by the foot ov tnat dump = I
mean the foot that ruas down the slope = iz very nearly on
Epe north and south line through the middle ov the mound.-
§&3*209, ther iz a sign ov the south westerly.dump: I see a

wheel—barrow man starting on the road.

ot

';6 t& Gx Whe Praas Faghar. - wﬁ"’

s the trench iz so far 1n, that the working
lomP. hga, bozea, Serealifh O

face iz out ov sight: and preparsation—-ig-making for-the

In‘

—trench to be lowerd. You see the AeW QUDP-Poaéat—the—lowep
devel:.or you-see-thie cleaPing—for. that road:-and-msy-ne

—able to-see One OF LWO mEn WOrKinAg— .Qufhe new level. iz



the nine metre level: three metres below the last, and

nine metres below tne orlglnal top.

f 3 you follow the progress ov the nine

%‘(Llﬁn Lo \W‘?f 3 A '\W ﬁm;mﬁﬁ i m {« & x v
metre digzing. f\Thgsaump now-Naz s0 little helgnt that it

In

guickly extends, and makes a long run for the wheel

barrows. Ov course the dumps, whether upper or lower,

might hav becn brought nearer to the mouth ov the trench:

but I didnt wish to encumber, more than might be

unavoiduble, any part ov the easterm half ov the mound.-
ey ’ L gelt 4 :

Int , the working face ov the trench iz again out ov

sight.

T‘L@ vaa | s d 90 ]
Thef£otos! 346-to 47, ar views ov the mound and wWork,.

taken from further off, and frow an other direction. You
stand on top ov Mound C, ana look abdout sough; The muzeum
already haz a foto,~ I dont remember the number ov it: but

a foto that went with the instalment ov catalog, that
coverd the sculptured stone froam Chocolh: a foto giving
 the same view az theze do, but showing the mound stil
untoucht. In theze ov now,il?e top ov the mound iz alréadx
cut off. And ;n the new top,4you se¢ the top ov the trench,
or so much ov it az the bush doesnt hiae: and you see how
far in, the top ov the trench goes-- almost to the western

E’“’, WoHo LQ’

The first gv theze pictures, & 1Z nearly contempq—

a6 ) ey wrajfw“!&&ﬁ
rary with ~that—you-saw., The roaa tofd tihe bottom dump

brow ov the mound.

iz ready, hutjaigging (az you cun see¢ by the men) iz stil

at the upper level. You notice that from this point ov



sight you see nct only the near Gump, that you saw before,
but also the extremity ov the far dump. You can make out
“ man, there, who seems to pbe emtying hiz barrow.

At the right hana foot ov the mound you see the
smell hut that I put up a2z & tool house, and for a shelter
during showers. The path that goes down from the near
dump, iz the paﬁh to that hut.- Just above the near dump,
end in fact suroundec¢ by it, you can stil make out the bulge
ov the old dump: the dump that receivd - or one ov the two
that receivé - the original top ov the mound. But the
old dumps ar already much coverd with bugézz

In 216, which iz & trifle earlier than 212, that you
saw, the six metre digging iz done with: and on the left
hand side ov the mound you can make out the mouth ov the
lower digging. On the new dump road you see & number ov
wheel-barrow men traveling, ana the new dump huz already
crept round the foot ov the dump above.

&g:kﬁﬁffﬁ%ﬁgch iz nearly contemporary wit&~§2:;'%he
nevw dump haz spreud out like &« fan. And looking beyona
the tool house, you now see the tip ov the companion
dump, on the far side ov the mound, |

21 e 24
o 21, wil giv you & notion

t-twu o
In you stand at

The .

ov the digging at close guarters.
the northern end ov the top OV‘the'mound, andé lockK about
south. You louk across the width ov the trench. The bare
flat place on top, with stukes in it, and with a fringe

ov bush, iz the three metre level, the new top ov the



mound: nearly the hole width ov which top, the trench iz

now cutting away. The trench iz traveling from left to
right. On the far side, in the shadow, you see how the

side ov the trench comes down in shelvs. Each shelf iz a metre
wide and a metre high. At the bottom, at the furthest left,
iz the floor ov the trench: then at the six metre level.-
The work on the digging fuce 1z also conducted by shelvs.
The man near you with & pick aX, and the man further off
(probably also with & pick), stana on & shelf ov their own
digging, & metre below the flat top: and wil keep digging
along that shelf til the block between them iz gon. The
earth iz let fall to where you see it, that iz, to the

shelf below: from which the dump men, az you see in the far
corner, pull the earth into their barrows. In the corner

below you, out ov sight, other men ar doing the same thing.

td o W

In ) ygu again look sacross the trench, but lock
north. The mouﬁtuins ar completely hidden by clouds. The
hil iz Mbund C: ov which the aparent apex, how ever, iz in
fact the apex ov ﬂpﬂnd D, peyona. On the floor ov the
trench, work iz going on in two corners, ov which you see
one. The floor iz stil, az in the last picture, at the
six metre level.

InkggﬁtlShe trench haz becn lowerd to nine metres:
and the view, which'iz south easterly, iz partly like an
enlargement ov that that you saw further off intgﬁgf ‘fﬁu
see the trench &z it enters the side ov the mound. You

stand on the six metre floor, and can eee at the left hand



bottom corner ov the picture a little ov the floor ov nine

metres. The activ part ov the trench 1z ov course between

the two floors: but excepting for the two top men, that you
can see, the mctivity iz all hiladen.

Jkggmfiz; view, neuarly in the oppozit direction. You
stand now on the nine metre floor, in that part ov it that
you couldé Just see in the last picture: and look sabout
north west. The gap in the side ov the mound, 1z where the
roed to the dump went out, when the trench waz at tha%ﬁevel.
kIt may strike you , in this picture, thut the side shelvs,
and the floor ov the trench, seem to rize & little az they
go away, and in fact they do: the trench having a slight
slope for drainage.

So mueh for the pictures.-~ The mound, so far, haz
been practicaly all earth. The artificieal nature ov the
mound iz constantly brought to mind by the turning up ov
some pot sherd, or piece ov obsidian, or pbead. But thers
been nothing, so far, worih mentioning, ov a structural
nature: excepting perhaps some stones, here and there, so
situated that they might hav been guide stones, in
building:- and also excepting (what haz just lately come
to light) an extensiv layer ov ashes, with ocasional
charcoal. The aigging struck that layer just on top ov ny
nine metre floor: where theze ashes wer found to cover a
patch az much az twenty feet in cdiameter, about the midcle
ov the mound. The thickness ov the ashes, waz in most
parts one or two hands breadths above the floor. But the

layer ov ashes, or table ov ushes, cisapears into the floor,



and the total thickness iz yet to be seen.

Az I rite, Ive Jjust come to the end ov the nine metre
digging, and digging at a lower level 12z about to be opend.
If the mound iz anything like others that Ive dug, 1
shouldnt expect now = not having found any burial Dbetween
the three and the six metre levels, where the mound waz
steepest -— I should hardly now expect to find any burial
(supozing burials to be prezent) til some what below the
level ov the natural ground. How ever that may be, my
intention iz to keep on now without stopping, til the hole
projected digging iz done: which all things considerd, wil
likely not be mucn/éf at all, before the end ov March‘;}

And my inclination then, whether I hac added or not
added, either by buying or digging, any thing to my colection,
woulé perhaps be to try and export the colection without
more waiting: whethef waiting for the rezults ov other
digging, or waiting for soume extrordinary chance ov exporting.
If I made no move with the stuff phzs dry seazon, 1 shouldnt
much care to try it until the next dry seazon: which on
the Atlantic coast, would not be til next Cristmas, or
after. What I think ov particularly, iz the weight and
unwieldiness (for my management) ov the package containing
1093, Things that might be feazible with dry ground and
fine nights, might otherwize be very troublesome, and very
risky. How ever, thers time enough yet for me to make up
my mind, and the muzeum meay hav something to sugest.

I encloze & money acount, acounting til the end ov



the year. I take notice ov the calculations in your
letter: and I think it would be & good plan at once, to
send me $2500: in which should be included half & dozen
drafts ov fifty dollars each.

Im mueh obliged by your kind new-years wishes,
which I hope its not too late to return: and I remain,

Your most obedient servant

FREF oot

Miss McHugh

The Pennsylvania University Muzeum



Pebrunry 28, 1528

¥y dear ¥r. Burziils:

1 have received your intercsiing letter
of J&mry Z2 whieh 1 hove turaed over to Dr. Hascn,
the Curstor of the ameriesn Seoticn, who, I believe,
haa beon in comuniention vith sou.

%o ore senfling you herewith drafts in the
- sum of twenity Tive hundred dollars ¢ foilowvse:

Brafts Hos. 6368 F - G372 F inclusive, $3100. esch
Irafts Hoe. 6398 F - 64028 F inclusive, 00e ench
Drafts Hose 0400 F onll 6408 Fo o o« o » %5@9 &:0he

I hope that these willi reach you safeliy. The du-
z:}.igff%e denfls will go forward to you i the aext
fitils '

Or. #Inson haes e an ia%armﬁ% oxhibi-
tion of the pottory whieh you have seat o us and
we have rogeatly bHnd Jros the Board 2 sppro ristion
for the third rert of 1A¥A DTTTRY which aiil o
tain the very £ine Jor which you foand T0F ud ~e it
is the one of the chief belns enrried ‘izy his attea=
dants -« whieh hoo madc ¢ very besutiful plate.

The weeond part of “AYA TOUTUTRY is now miag bound
anf =hen ¢o regeive Lue ﬁéit an froo load o, we wiil
e8ad 8 8057 W FoUe

Bith boot regerds,

Yery ealncers.y jours

Seersbory

iRe EOBIRYT BURKITT



March 128, 1928

Ky desr Mr. Burkitt:

I am sending you ene
-0losed herowith copy of a letter
which I wrote to you on February
£8 together with the duplieates
of drafts totalling $2500. of
which the originals went forward
Eg you with ny letter of February

¥ ]

Very truly yours

7 Seorotary
‘MR, ROBERT BURXITY



Hacienda Chocold
Guatemala

1928, April lst

My dear Miss McHugh

Ive receivd your letter ov Pebruary 28, and
now also your letter ov March 12. $So also the drafts
and duplicats, all az you mention: and Im much
obliged jo you,

Im very glad to know that publication ov
your album ov pottery haé not come to a stop: and I
shal see the second volume, that you kindly promis me,
with great intrest.

About my digging, I wil only say for the
moment, that it continues, Its just about reacht the stage
that I anticipated, for this date, in my letter ov
January, But its become vizible (you may inform Dr
Mason) that the work should be carried a short stage
further: and weather permitting, I shal now try and get
to that stage, and wil then again rite,

I remain mean while

Your most obedient servant

R (R o et

Miss McHugh, The Pennsylvania University Muzeum



Balize
British Hondureas
1928, June 9

My dear Miss McHugh

Just a line to catch this mornings boat, and say
that the various things I bought for the Muzeum, ar all
safe nere in Balize. The catalog numbers ov the things
ar 1091 to 1102, and you hav the catalog.

I hav to ad, that along with thoze things bought,
ther ar now two things lent. Ive numberd them 1103/4:
and khkax described them in the plece ov catalog that I
shal encloze here with. Thoze two things, in my opinion,
ar not worth the trouble ov opening the box to look at
them: you may Judge from the fotograf. But I accepted
them az a loan to the Muze um, in order to do a favour to
the British consul general, who iz a friend ov the owner,
and had been waiting a long time for some chance ov getting
the things out ov the country. The consul had the things
packt acording to my directions: and for receit, I gave
him a card, with this inscription: -

MUSEO DE LA UNIVERSIDAD DE PENSILVANIA
Nlmeros Provisionales 1103/4
Lent to the Museum by Dr Hugo de Bdockh, and
accepted by me for transmission, without
responsibility for delay, damage, or loss:
charges to be paid in Philadelphia by the owner,
who will present this card.
Robert Burkitt
Guatemala, 1928, May 5.

In all, ther ar seven boxes. Ive only arived, and
hav made out no shipping documents. But I encloze you a
sheet which 1z the dummy ov what my consular invoice wil
be, and shows you my packlng list, and the values, box by
box, that I mean to declare. Thoze values, az before, ar
merely nominal: and meant to be so much, az without temting .
theft, may be enough to make the carriers take reazonable
care with what they carry. And any how (az before) I hav no
notion what the Muzeums own valuation ov the things might be.
Mr Gordon seemd to be particularly intrested in the bowl
1091. Possibly the bowl may be unique in Central American
Jade. Yet if I should trust my own judgment, I should faney
that the mil, 1092/3, might be worth half a dozen ov such
bowls.My prezent intention, 1z to conzign the boxes (az I
did last time) to the American Express Company, and telegraf
them to insure for the declared value. But the boxes can't
leav here, az Im informd, til this day week: so that the
Muzeum wil probably hav time to take its own aditional steps,
if it wishes, in the way ov insurance.

Your most obedient servan

A ggﬁ —
AT ( s &
Miss McHugh

The Pennsylvania Uplversity Mu zeun



Balize 2

INVOICE of seven packages
Consigned by Hokert Burkitt, of Senahd, Guatemala
To the Pennsylvania University lMuseum, of Philadelphia, Ue Se Ae
To ke ghipped by the s. s. :

containing

INDIAN ANTIQUITIES of Stone and Potiery
from ruins and excavations in GUATEMALA:
the description in detail weing according to
the catalog which the said luseum will present:
and the packing and nominal value bkeing as follows:-

Mark, UP3B Gross - Value
weizht, (nominal)
Numbers les %

L
1 1 Box 18 x 241/2 x 53 316
containing the luseum
catalog number, 1093: 150,00

2 - Tx7Tx 37 45
containing the luzeunm
catalog number, 1092: 25.2

3 3 » 10 x 111/5 x 29 75
containing the luseum
catalog number, 1095 (part): 35,

4 1 ¢ 6l/o x 7 x 191/2 25
containing the liuseum
catalog number, 1095 (part): is.

5 a2 " 11 x 11 x 27 80
containing the lluseum
catalog number, 1102: 50.

6 2 = 12 x 12 x 15 40
containing the lNuseum
catalog numbers, 1091, 1094,
1096/9, 1100/1: 25.

7 s 9l/o x 141/5 x 35 125
containing the luseum
catalog numbers, 1103/4: 75,

7 packages 706 $375.00

E. and 0, E.






Bellze
British Honduras
1928, June 14

My dear Mise McHugh ‘

ibote you from here on the ninth, enclozing an
instalment ov catalog to cover the numbers 1103/4: and
informd you that I had brought all the numbers, 1091 to
1104, to Balize: and that they made seven boxes. I added
a packing list, with the values that I meant to declare,
the total being $375: but pointed out that the Museum, if
it thought prpper, had time to insure the things acording
to its own valuation.

On the 1l2th, day before yesterday, I telegraft the
American Express Company, at Mobile, that by the steamer
Lysefjord, sailing on the 16th, I waz conzigning the boxes
to them: and I mentliond the declared value and askt them
to insure. At the same time I telegraft the Mugeum (with
the adress Antique, Philadelphia): so that the muzeunm
itself might further instruct the express company.

This morning I got the bll ov lading: and Ive just
ritten the express eompany, enclozing them that bil, and a
copy ov the consular invoice. The freight to Mobile iz
paid. My letter to the express company, and this to you,
wil go by the same boat az the boxes.

To you, I encloze a copy ov what Ive ritten the
express company: together with a copy ov the bil ov lading,
and the necessary duplicat ov the consular invoice.

The American consul here, iz not the old man ( who
waz himself a Pennsylvania University man), but a new man,
who 1z inclined to be very strict and preclse, and waz not
eazy to pleaz. He plckt out a new form ov involce, which
he sald waz the form I must employ: and the thing had to be
ritten out twice before he waz content. From the beginning
he thought 1t very iregular that I had not a consular
invoice from Guatemala. Why should I hav come here? The
difficulty waz smoothed over by the explanation that you see.
The man waz evidently unaware that the exportation ov such
things az mine, waz contraband: and I couldnt tel him, or
he would hav been capable ov refuzing me an involice, = 8o
I Judged. Then while he waz showing me Just how the printed
form must be made out, I noticed that the form began by
saying Invoilce ov Merchandise: and below, in small letters,
Not Purchased. Now it so happens that the things 1091 to
1102, though doutless things from ruins and excavations,
precisely wer purchased. How ever, by that time, I waz
afrald ov opening up any new vistas ov difficulties to the
man, and I sald nothing: and the form being az it iz, I dare
say you, at your end, had also better say nothing.

I shall Tite you again, probably from Senahd:

Remaining your most obedient servant

3 L ﬁc..‘,_&,w_“
T /?;‘? 6\\% W \'/k v
b



Bellize
British Honduras
1928, June 14

The American Lxpress Coupany, doblle

Dear Eirs

i an sending some packages to tae Pennsylvanla
University luseum, and by direction of tiae iluseun 1
consign the packages to you. I telegraft you on the
12th. The packages are seven boxes, mark U P B, and
numberd from 1 to 7: gross weignt, 706 lbs: contents,
Indian Antiquities ofx Stone and Poltery. I encloss you
the original of the Zill of Ladlng andrarxespx and the
quadruplicat of the Consular Involce.

The packages are to be forwarded to Phllae
delphis in bond, For any othar instructions and for
payment of all charges, please address

The Secretary
The Pennsylvanlia Universlty lluseum
Philadelphia
I shall be much obliged.
Yours very truly
Robert Burkitt



June 15, 1928

American Express Company
18th and lYarket 3Itreets
Philadelphia

Dear Sir:

el ¥e sre expeecting bto reesive fronm
Belige, British Honduras, by way of Mobile,
- 8even eases which are addpiaged to the
. Pennsylvenia University Huseum of Philsdelphia.
It is our under=tanding that they nre leasving
. Belize on the zixteenth of this month and cre
 Gonslgned to ycur Company. %his consignuent
-~ has been insured Ly the shipper for 275.; ve
cwould be obliged to you 1f you would inerease
this insurance to £1,500. §ill you instract
your agent at obile to be on the lookout for
this shipmont which is coming from Rodert
Burkitt, end have the boxes delivered to the
Huseum as soon as possible? The eonsular
invoice and the necessary pspers will, no dcubt,
be in the hands of your ageabt before the
arrival of the eclleetion.

Yery truly yours

Segretory







July 3, 1928

-—— Ky -dear ¥r. Burkitt:

Pnis is Just & line to let
you know that the seven cases nave arrived
safely in the Museum and have Jjust now been
unsacked and examined by the Customs aAuthorities.

The pleces are most interesting and
Dr. ¥ason is preparing to place them on ex-
hivition. 7e are wondering how you managed
to get tie Metate out to the Coaste.

‘ . ¥We had a visit froa My. Dieseldorf

& week or two usgo who was much impressed by

our collection of Maya vases which he said he
believed to bLe the best in existence.

' Very sincerely yours

Secretary

¥R. ROBERT BURKITT
Senahu
Alta Verapaz

. Guatemalas




THE MUSEUM
OF THE UNIVERSITY OF PENNSYLVANIA
PHILADELPHIA

July 10, 1928
MEMORANDUM FOR DR. MASON

The objects numbered 1103-1104 in
the lot sent recently by Mr. Burkitt are not
to be catalogued as the property of the Museum.
They are a loan by Dr. Hugo Boorkh.

The following are abstracts from
Mr. Burkitt's letter with reference to this
loan.

"I hav to ad, that along with thoze
things bought, ther ar now two things lent.
Ive numberd them 1103/4: and described them
in the piece ov catalog that I shal enclose
here with. Thoze two things, in my opinion,
ar not worth the trouble ov opening the box to
look at them: you may Jjudge from the fotograf.
But I accepted them az a loan to the luzeum,
in order to do a favour to the British consul
general, who iz a friend ov the owner, and had
been waiting a long time for some chance OV
getting the things out ov the country. The
consul had the things pakt acording to my di-
rections: and for receit, I gave him a card,
with this inscription:

MUSEQO DE LA UNIVERSIDAD DE
PENNSILVANIA
Numeros Provisionales 1103/4
Lent to the luseum by Dr. Hugo de
Bockh, and accepted by me for
transmission, without responsibility
for delay, damage, or loss: charges
nto be paid in Philadelphia by the
owner, who will present this card.
Robert Burkitt
Guatemala, 1928, May 5."



THE MUSEUM
OF THE UNIVERSITY OF PENNSYLVANIA
PHILADELPHIA

Page 2

1103/4: lent to the Muzeum by Dr. Hugo de
Bo¥kh (whoze adress iz Care ov
the Anglo-Persian Petroleum Company,
Limited, in London.) The two carvd
stones shown in foto 222. The stones
ar said to be from the province ov
Huehuetenango: and in my opinion may
quite likely be things stolen from
the former Kanter colection, in
Chacula. See the kuzeum Journal for
June, 1924, and the fotografs there
shown, or mentioned.

Catalogued in July, 1928, as N.4i.11882 and 11883.
Numbers removed from specimens and entries erased

from catalog August 23, 1928.



W digging iz stil pending.-|
28.. I said that I had the

1t
W o

i X' g &\ ol
Gt W TR
T o* N\, Pansés
Byl . el via Puerto Barrios
o o o Guatemala
P 1928, July <6
Iy dear liiss McHugh

I last rote you om the l4th ov June, from Balize,
when I gent you a consular invoice. On the 18th 1 got
your radio advizing me that the shipment waz expected.

On the 16th, how ever, which waz the date ov sailing,
it had ocurd to me to think that possibly the muzeum waz
now clozed for the summer, and nobody waz there: and I sent
a particular radic that day, to your prezident Dr Harrison.
I thought, if I didnt catch one person, I might catch an
others T beg you wil be so kind az to explain to Ur
Harrison: he must hav thought it strange ov me to hav
adrest my self to him.

Ive sent you the th?gs bought: but the Chocold

finisht what I calld the nine
metre digging: the digging by which The trench waz deepend
to a level ov nine metres below the original top ov the
mound, or six metres below the new tope.

go back to my letter ov January vl f‘

T, 2 Bhe.£0t0-222, . which I now send~¢it waz not then printed)y-

shows the last momen&s w tha.$ digginge. The floor iz the same

floor az in the pre¥idh

the shelws from the floor up: whigh, in each case ar six.
But you stand higher than in Eﬁi‘ and the digging face,
three shelvs high, haz been carried in to its terminatione.
Az soon az the top men finish clearing the shelf they
stand on, the nine metre digging wil be done.

When it waz done, the digging returnd to the mouth end,
or east end, ov the trench. The floor waz again lowerd: and.

the-fotos-2R3-and—~4 (in both ov which you look due west) ar
views ov the work at the new level. The lowering this time,
az you may notice, waz not three metres, but two: so that
the new floor waz eleven metres below the original top.

The next, amd what iz so far my last lowering ow the
floor, waz to a depth ov an other two me gggéomaking that
the thirteen metre digging: and ot to—%, show
stages ov that digging. In 285 2®the point reacht by the
advancing f%&%r,ziz ‘métres east ow the centre ov the
mound. In 28&, 1ks

7 Bétres east ov the centre. In 22%5 {<juw

“£6to  221: az you may see by counting

!H: £ 1-4.,;6 ) 2_']

its % metres west, and the thirteen metre digging iz finisht.

The apearances ov wall, that you may notice, on some
side shelvs, ar merely my mendings ov places where the
shelvs had given way. The maintenance ov the side shelvs,
waz a matter ov comsequence in the drainage.- And in the
last foto, the inclined planes that you see dug in the
side shelvs, wer merely to get %upt,,_and down bye.

When I rote you on the b£ ov April, the completion
ov that thirteen metre digging, waz the stage that 1 had
just about reacht. And it waz the stage, that riting in



January, I had supozed might bring me to the bottom ov the
mound, and the end ov the johey Looking at the uound-B
profiles, that you hav at the muzeum, you see that at
thirteen metres below the top, I must be at the level, or
even helow the level, ov the lowest out side surface any
where imediat to the mound: and that I might hav hoped to
be down to natural ground.

Tt turnd out that I waz not. At the circumferencepv
the mound, that iz to say at the mouth ov the trench, it
apeard for a little, that on the level ov my thirteen metre
floor, I waz down to matural ground. But a short distance
in, on that level (to be precise, at about 28 metres east
ov the centre), I began again to find pot sherdse. And
stil further in, it turnd out, that not only waz I not
down to natural ground,- I waz not even at the bottom ovw
the ashes: thoze ashes that in my letter ov Jamuary, I
had spoken ov having lately encounterd.

The ashes had apeard, at that time, az an iregular
patch about the middle ov the mound, emerging from the
nine metre floor. I remarkt that the thickness ov the
ashes remaind to be seen. And mow in April, it stil
remaind to be seen. The thickness ov ashes had continued
from the nine metre floor down to the eleven metre floor,
and now again to the thirteen metre floor, and stil went
downe

In the advancing vertical seetions ov the digging,
the thickness ov ashes waz seen to be intersperst,
iregularly, with layers and pockets ov other stuf: some
times sand, some times earth, some times clay, and most
remarkably, some times leavs: the leavs being in thin
patches, or sheets: and though caked together with the
pressure, and rotten, stil showing their green colour.
Evrybody spoke ov them az green.

The ashes - az they wer denominated on first sight,
by who ever inspected them - the ashes themselws, when not
dried to the colour ov dust, seemd to be predominantly ov a
bluish, or blackish colour. The digging, at a little
distance, had the apearance ov a coal mine. And when fresh,
it stanke. It stank like a freshly opend ash heap, or heap
ov ashes and garhage.i\

The general shape ov the extrordinary pile waz seen
to be that ov & mound, the pile expanding az it went down.
The ashes, which at the nine metre floor wer only some six
or seven metres in diameter, at the thirteen metre floor,
not only f£ild the hole width ov the digging, but wer seen,
in the length ov the digging, to hav a reach ov az much az
sixteen or sevemteen metres from the centre ov the mound.
Ther waz a mound within a mound. The mound ov earth
coverd a mound ow ashes: with respect to the height ov
which it could only bhe said, that the height waz now seen
to be more than four metres - more than thirteen feet.

{But though the bottom ov the ashes waz not yet in sight,
the bofttom - and the natural ground - could not realy be
far away. And to get down the remaining distance, waz the



short stage further, that riting in April, I hoped that the
weather would stil alow me to reache It didnt alow me. The
day I rote you, waz Palm Sunday. Then came the interuption
ov work by Holy Week: and then came the rain. Not that the
mere daily or nightly showers ov April would in themselvs
hav much matterd: the thing waz, that in getting down, az I
had done, to my thirteen metre level, I had got to the

limit ov drainage.

Let me say, that ever since the end ov the nine metre
digging, I had done no dumping ov earth on the sides or
skirts ov the mound. I waz too low. Ther waz no depth
left, in that neibourhood, for dumping, and my new dump waz
a gully: a gully that you may see the situation ov, in the
muzeums map ov Chocold. The water course there markt, a
little east ov the mound, may be taken to indicate the

gully, “Fu e 31

a7 206-be-dd, waz a little after the start ov the eleven
metre digging. The two long dumps om the right ar the old
six and nine metre dumps. The new dump, at the gully, iz
a long way to the left, and not in the picture. Hut the
two men that you see near the end ov the trench, ar wheel
barrow men, and ar traveling on the road that leads to the
new dump. You dont see the road itself, nor the mens feet,
becauz coming from the mew floor, the eleven metre floor,
the road waz for some distance a sunken road. Out to az
far az the line ov bush, the road waz itself a trench: a
narrow branch ov the main trench: and the drainage owv the
main trench waz by that branche.

Arne-3 T FPOto289, you stand in that sunken road, but the

road iz stil more sunk. The floor ov the main trench iz

now the thirteen metre floor, and the road sinks to meet it.
Coming out from that floor, the road now slightly rizes.

The near barrow man, that you see coming, iz coming a little
up hil.

But thers stil a remmant ov drainage. The far bvarrow,
just turning out,ov the trench inte the road, iz at the
lowest point ow the work: and along the side ov the road,
from that point, though you hardly notice it, thers a
shallow drain. The drain ov course doesnt come up hil,
with the road: but it haz now absolutely no fall: its level.
And the water ow the trench waz carried by that level drain
to the lowest existing outlet. The lowest existing outlet
waz on & level with the thirteen metre floor.

So for any further lowering ov the work, ther waz now
no natural drainage. And to lower the existing outlet to/the
gully, would hav been a great deal ov trouble. But it
happend I had been able to borrow a traveling pump. My plan
waz to pump out in the morning, what ever water had
gatherd in the evening or night, and then go on digging.

The days wer stil mostly fine. And I began by a new
sinking ov the road. But I had not got to an end with the

286, which iz from the same point ov viewqmiéiggﬂf;as’ﬁga



road, when the new digging struck a strong current ov

water: water coming through the earth, no dout from the

rain soakt hollow that ther waz, on the north and east ov

the mound. The soaking water followd the diggers down. The

pump waz useless. The digging became a mud hole, and I

stopt the work. The work would haw to wait til some such

time az Cristmas, when all difficulties ov drainage would

be removed by the drought. , __

The trench remains in the stage, in which you saw it n @i v g*p .
in.foto 28%. I put the existing drainage in az good order 7,
az might be, to with stand the rains: making arangement for
an ocasional care taker: and also planted some quick-growing
hedges, to be a help in screening the work from obzervation.

And in the last days ov April I left for Guatemala Gitﬂ

In my letter ov Jamiary, you remember, I had said that
in the end ow the dry seazon, I might try and get my
existing colection out ov the country. <The time waz now come.
Although it waz raining on the Pacific side ov the country,
on the side ov the Atlantic it waz likely stil dry. Aund the
muzeum having signified nothing against it, the exportation
ov t_hat small, but long-delayd colection, hecame my mext jobe

In Guatemala City I had my last remaining boxing and
packing done: and also accepted the box number 7, that you
know about. And I despatcht the boxes to the Atlantic coast.
And on the 10th ov May, when I waz advized that the boxes
wer about to arive at the port ov Livingston, I my self
followd them, ;

I found my usual people, down there: and found means
to handle the heavy box ov the mil.- But Ive always warnd
the muzeum, in that buziness, to be prepared for loss. The
b _uziness iz risky. And in fact, I and my boxes, this time,
had a narrow escapee.

Wind ov my boxes came to the Livingston custom house.
How wind could haw got out, we never quite new: some
careless word might hav been over heard in a shipping
offices. Any how, one day, after Id been only two or three
days in the port, all the chief authorities, the colector
ov customs, and the magistrat, and the port captain, with
police, calld on me in a body, demanding sight ov my seven
boxes:and I must say, that things lookt black.

' By chance it happend, that at the moment ov my
vizitors arival, I waz bathing. ©They had to wait for me,
Apd I waz advized ov their waiting, and had a moment to
think. When 1 saw them, 1 saw, az soon az they opend
their mouths, that the information they had, waz incomplete.
It waz possible to take advantage ov an almost incredible
coincidence, and put them on a false sent, for the time
being: and in the end, to balk them.

But from theqbn, ny job waz uneazye. 1 remaind under
strong suspicion. Places where it waz thought that 1 might
hav the stuf stowd, wer nightly watcht. 1 had to be very
deliberat:and if ther waz no further misadvemture, I had
very much to thank the fact, that the colector ov customs



waz a man who had no friends.

Hiz watching and endeawours came to nothing. The
boxes wer conveniently landed on the coast ov British
Honduras: and my self wel soakt with sea, but with the
cargo aparently dry, om the 8th ov June I saild into
Balize harbour. ¥Next morninmg I rote you about insurance.
After getting your radio ov the 18th, I took the first
steamer to Guatemala. I reacht Senahi on the 27th, and my
muzeun employment, for the time, waz ended.

1 encloze you a money acount dated the lst ov July:
and I wil make two remarks.- First, about the amount
chargeable to box 7,- in case the contents ov that hox
should be calld for. The amount 1 should thimk ov charging,
would be simply the amount by which that box may hav put
the muzeum out ov pocket. The way I should make out the
bil, would be like this:

Proportions
by weight
P
lanagement, no charge,ssseevinse - -
Cartage, Guatemala City,ecssres.. 0.89
Carriage to Port Barrios,s.css.e 2447
Barrios to Mohile, freight and
haﬂrldling’...\..O..t'.b‘l.’.‘t.. g‘64
Consular inwvoice, and other fees
and stms,-o.-.oouou-t.soosss L5857

- as = amws.

Total, 14.57

to which would be added the sea insurance, if any, and the
charges from lobile on.- The item 9.64, 1 might say, iz

thé proportiocal pathcowr the sum ov theze: 17.80, 3.16, 2.50,
1.10, 13.40, and 16,50: all but the last being items from
page l. But I should declime to giv the particulars in the
bil. The particulars would giv too mueh information.- You
wil perhaps let me know when the Bbil iz complete, and I

wil notify the owners friend in Guatemala. ;

And secomdly, about the balance in my fawvour, which
apears to be $R032. 47. Looking back to your letter ovw
December, and to the amount you speak ov az Apropriated,
the prezent remainder ov that amount, by my arithmetic,
would be $1884.953- so that Ive over run the apropriation
by near a hundred and fifty dollars. I had expected to
under run. But the delays and accidents ov the bay ov
Honduras upset my caleculations. If you find my acount
corect, I should be much obliged if I could haw, at your
convenience, the amount that the remaining apropriation
permits, so that I may not lose the intrest: leaving the
amount by which Ive over run, to be settled by future
apropriation.

Speaking owv future apropriation,- I understand that
your apropriations ar deliberated upon in the antum. And



if I might offer an opinion, I think that enough ought
certainly to be apropriated to finish the Chocold digging.
The hole expense (includinmg my wages,az they ar) would probably
be coverd by less than fifteen hundred dollars. The mound iz
the first ov its kind any where, so far az I know, to be
investigated: and I think the muzeum ought at least to hav
the satisfaction ov getting to the bottom ov it.

Wwith regards to Dr liason (whoze letter ov March 3lst
I duly receiwd), : ;
I remain

Your most ohedient servant

A (st

Miss McHugh

The Pennsylvania University Muzeum, Filadelfia



Senalni, Guatemala
1928, July lst

THE PENNSYLVANTIA UNIVERSITY MUSEUM
in account withiﬂ, Burkitt
IEBTOR
1928

Jan 1: To balance, acecording to account rendered,
Jun 30: To my time to date: Jamuary lst till June
27: see letter accompanying this
accou:nt: 5 months and 27 days......:..-
» " To expenses to date:-

Labour in Choecold:
Diggers, Gnat.@lﬂZﬁl.
Others, 425.

" $10686: at 60 for 1,

Rail way, and River fares: 9.90, 9.40,
Ditto, including some freight from the
Pacific coast to Guatemala City,
Guat.$l005: at 60,eseccccecccccccccncnns
Sloep to Balize,.......o..............
Stemr hagk............000...00000..0

Hotels, board and lodging only:
Gu&tm Gitx..........”.......o
Port Miﬁ’3’4050. 1., 240. depooo
Balize’..'.DOO...QQ‘O0.0..O.UO..Oc

Cabs, porters, servantis:
Gmtemla city.‘b....l000‘0$.00.0.
- Guat.p660: at 60,.
Port Barrios, Liv'ingston, Rosa-
rio, Bay of Honduras,eseccesescee
mize'QOOOOGOODODOO...&.....D.b..
Ferries and small crafl,ecececccecccee

Ordinary carriage and handling of
boxes 1 to T:

Cartage, Guatemala Cit¥,ecesescese
Guatemala City to Port Barrios,..s
Port Barrios to Livingston,eesees.
Ahoatd Sloop’oooono-.:oo-oo..'o.oo
Ballze to Mobile, b/l and lighter,

¥ 45 sea freigh.t.oobh

Forward,

178.10
19.30

16.75
11.50
15.75

59 3
33450
18.

1.75
1l.

17.80
5475
Se

Se
13.96
3416
<50
1.10
13.40

e

530224



1928
Brought forward,
Jun 30: continuation

carih captai:n’.Q....0..0...000.0000.0.00
Backers and beach MeN,ececcecccscscnccee
Receiver, 10, Watclman, l,eccccceccccecs
Cash to wharf officers,seesceccececccece

Treating and presents (not cash), so far
as noted:

chocoli.’.“....'...'0.0..0.....0...
Chocold again, bills for Conception,
Christmas, New Years,eccecceccscccee
Guatemla city.......0.......00..00.
. Gmt.&l?&‘ at 60,¢00
Bay of Hondurag; rum and cigars,cecee

. presents to women,
mostly'..‘....00.0"0.....&..‘0.”
mliZ»e'..‘...0.00..0.0000..0.‘0...00

Guatemala registry, 2: Balize visa, 2:..
Consular invoice, 2.50: Certificat of
origin 3.25:0ther stamps and fees, 3.12:,.

Di‘tto, G-'uat.$460: at 60p000c000000cceccee

Carpenter, Guatemala City,eeecccccccccces

Tarpaulin, 5.65: Straw valise, padlock,
3.20: Rope and other stuff, 4.55iceecsccee

Photographic stuff and printing,
Guat.$550: at 60,ce0c0cc0es0sc0t0cecccssces

Radio telegrams to Mobile and Philadel-
phia: 7.98’ 7.22’ 2.85:.0...0000.00.00000.
Other telegrams, sco far as noted,cececee

IEBIT TOTAL,
—me—e The Museum, CEEDITE@R -=--

* " By drafts received since Jamuary lst:-

Am,$1115 .05
1000.
1500,

Lkl R

3615.05

CREDIT TOTAL,

Dated 1927, Dec 22,cc0000
" 1928 Feb 27,00000c0

" " 28....0.0.

Amed
5302.24

40.

16.50

1l.
5.50

41.70
49.80
29.95
2.92
62

19.17
Re

4.

8.87
767

Se

13.40

5.50

18.05
2425

5647 .52

3615405

= T e o> B o G

Jul 1: m' in my fa‘!’our.....u...............M2032.47
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The Mexican specimens of which

Mr. Burkitt sent the four photographs look
unusually good andMesirable. They are appa-
rently from a region not well known and of
unusual types. Most of them seem to be in
excellent condition. If there is any possi-
bility of securing it, the owner should be
asked for a complete catalog and for his

valuation.



Senahd, Guatemala
1928, August 12

" iy dear Miss McHugh

Im much obliged by your letter ov July 3rd, and glad to
know that the things hav reacht Filadelfis.

By the time you haw this, you wil already, 1 supoze, hawvw
had my letter ov July 26. I find that in that letter I made a
small mistake. I sent some fotos, and started the numbering ov
them with the nmumber 222: fargetting that I had already uzed ;
that number. 222 waz already the nmumber ow the foto that went
with the instalment ov catalog that coverd the things 1103/4.
To prevent a future confusion, I beg you wil alter the number
ow that earlier foto, both in the catalog and on the back ow
the foto, and in stead ov 222, put 221 A.

T havw to acknowledge one or two late liuzeum Journals,
forwarded to me by the consulat. Anything adrest to the
consulat wil reach me: but I might say tgat my quickest adress,
for the prezent, would he this:

Sr. D. Roberto Burkitt
Pansds
v{a Puerto Barrios
Guatenala

not mentioning either Senahu, or the Verapaz.

Now something else.- A man in Mexico, a German trader
and land owner, haz been riting to me about a colection that
he haz, ov Indian antiquities, Tarrascan antiquities, az he
informs me, which he would like to sel.

The colection, acording to what he rites, may amount,
between pottery and stone (but not counting beads), to something
like a thouzand pieces: and iz the rezult ov hiz own digging,
continued over a long course ov years, and partly in hiz own-
land. Hiz digging waz among burials. The things he found,
which wer veriously from half a metre to az much az two or
three metres deep, wer always in company wilh bones: af
mostly, he says, in admirable prezervation. The stong things
inelude things ov oBsidian. ‘The pottery iz partly at I
calls idols: and partly vessels, ov many shapes and colours.
Agide from the usual brown ki®ehen ware, he speaks ov vhat he
calls fruit dishes, flower pots, censers, clay spoons: things
hlack, red, yellow, and ov rich colours: things ow curious
work. One ov the fruit dishes, he sags, different from all .
the rest, haz a copper, or perhaps a gold inecrustation: a
metallic incrustation. He gonsiders that thers no similar
colection, at all equal to #niz, in the country. The
Hexican natioral muzeum, hearing ov hiz finds, sent and had
digging done on their own acount: but working with forced, and
consequently unfriendly lahour, had small success. and what
similar specimens the muzeum haz, ar much inferior teo hiz in
beauty and variety, and especialy in state ov prezervation.

He inwvites comparison.
And now he would sel. He or hiz digging, az it seeums,
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waz once already denounced to the govermment, and ther waz a
dezign to confiscate hiz colection: and though the dezign waz
not fulfild, he's in fear that one day it may be, and he
wishes to ael hiz colection while its stil hiz.

I rote and askt the man whether he couldnt send me some
fotografs ov hiz colection: and askt him to say something
about the price ov it, and about the chances ov bheing able to
get the colection out ov the country. And he haz now anserd.

Az for getting the gf stuf cut ov the country, he
sugests usual expedients, which might or might not De
feazible. About price, he's noncomittal. Come and see the
things, iz what hiz anser amounts to, and we'll soon come to
an under standing.

Az for fotografs, after some delay, he sends me the four
bad fotografs that you see. He apologizes for their badness,
and says he waz unwilling to call in a professiomal fotografer,
az the fact would at once hav been publisht, and comented on:
and he made use, in stead, ov a countryman ov hiz, who happend
to be there with a camera:and theze things wer the rezult.
How ever, theyre better than nothing. They reprezent, he
says, & small part ov hiz colecticm. Its to be under stood
that the pottery in them iz all what he calls colourd: while
az for the size ov the things, the height ov the shelws iz one
foot. I number hiz fotos from 230 to 233: and translating hiz
Spanish, I wil set down for you the scanty details that he adst-

In 230, in the middle ov the top shelf, ar two vessels
reprezenting eagles. On the second shelf, at the left hand
end, and on top, iz a fruit dish: which I laid on its side, he
says, in order to show the pretty dezign on it: ov which, how
ever, nothing at all comes out. At the middle ov the shelf
iz an oval fruit dloh. with a round one above it: and on,top
ov that, a vessel 1n.the shape ov a kird. ©On the bottom shelf,
in the mlddle, iz a very od thing with two leopard heads: and
further to the right iz a tripod, also quite an oddity, in
which they probably burnt incense.

in 231, on the top shelf, and underncath the hig tripod
in the middle, iz a candle-stick thing, ov a round shape, with
two snake heads: probably also to burn incense. On the second
shelf, the bottom vessels ov the second and third pille, o
reprezent tortoises: while in the second pile, the wvessel next
above the bottom, haz the head ov a leopard. On top ov the
fourth pile, iz a little triangular tray (so he calls it).
very od and atractiv. In the bottom row, in the middle pile,
and showing a cross in the pattern, iz a thing that must
probably,hav been either a hanging flower pot (comsidering the
holes in it), or else some ormament for the head. On top ovw
that, iz a kind ov oval flower pot, pubtting you in mind (he
s&y55 ov the Chineze style.

In 232, at the left hand end, the second object, which
iz the 1lid OV'somethlng, iz a monkey. Next iz a stone mask,
partly trausparent, ov nokle and corect lineaments: and after
that come two idols: the taller ov which, black and white in
colour, hez a very shiny finish. In fromt ov them, iz a deer,
and a curious hollow animal with perforations, prphably to
alow ov throwing incense on the sacred fire.




In foto 233, which iz the worst foto (he says), you can
distinguish nothing but out lines: and what you least ov all
gsee, iz the semicirele ov little idols, which ar seated abhoutl

@& chieftain with an enormous head dress.

e T make no conment ofi theze descriptions. MNuch ov the
mans colection might turn out to be rubbish: but I make no
dout he haz some things worth seeing. I my self hav no time
to go and see them,- certainly not just now. Fossibly the
muzeum haz some agent in Mexico. I shal tel the man that Ive
prezented the matter ov hiz colection to the consideration ov
the muzeum: and then if the muzeum takes an intrest in the
matter, you can let me know.

T remain your most obedient servant

RcHY At

Miss McHugh v
The Pennsylvania University Muzeun
FPiladelfia
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_August 28, 1928

¥y dear Mr. Burkitt: : : —

At this writing I am simply golng to
acknowledge the recelpt of your letier of July 26
which reached us Auncust 15th. I have turned this
over to Dr. Mason together with tie photographs;
he is much intercsted in the accounts which you
give of your warke.

We heve & note from the 01l Vell
Engineering Company, Ltd. asking that we send the
two images which you included in your shipment to
us $o the Anglo~Persian 0il Company Lids in Londo n.

. This we will G0« Your card is attached %o their
letter, so 1t gives the proper authority for shipping
out the box. ' :

. : On or about September 1lst we shall send to
you drafts in the sum of §2,038.47 which will cover
our indebtedness to you in ascordance with the accounts
rendered, We have our Tiret meeiing of our Board on
September 21. .t that time I shell ask tnem for a
further sppropriation for your work, which I hope they
will grant. . . :

With my dest regards, I am

Yery sincerely yours

}¥R. ROBERT BURKITT
Senslm = %

Alts Yerapaz ~

Guatemala

Copy sent to Cuatemsla City.
Copy sent to Pansos August 29.



August 29, 1928

Dear Mr. Burkitti:

Yestcrday we placed in the mail a
letter of which I am enclosing & copy, audressing
one to you in care of the British Consulate and a
copy te Senahu. Today I have received yoar letter
of August 12 giving me jour Pansos address.

He will mske the corrections which you
indicate in the numbering of the photographs. 1
shall discass o ith Dr. iason the matter of the
Mexiesn collection; we will probably hear from the
0ENers

For some time we ..ave had in the Museum
on approval a large Mexican collection consisting
of very remarkable pottery figurss, two dog-headed
figures wboul two feet in hefght which are quite
unigus, pots of &ll shapes and siges, beads, ctc.
It helongs to & Dr. Munday of Mexico City who is
now asking $9,000. for it. Have you ever ieard of
this eollection? Dr. ¥ason and 1 are anxious to
acquire it for the Mmseum, but we Lave not yet
succee.ed in getting an appropriation for 1it.

Very sincerely yours

. ¥R. ROBERT BURKITY
- Pansos
. Via Puerto Barriocs
. -~ Cuatemala



Septondber 10, 1588

¥y door Mr. Burkill:

In oy lettor of Awant I8 ¥ Holdé you that
we mou.d send you drnfts on ob aboct the first of
Septonbor. I oo now enclosiy hopewith the z:;a.‘i;gwf«z. ag
Cdrafte:

Boe 7497F and ?&%Bﬁ‘ $60° . anch o 20140000
Hoe 74297 a3 200CT ‘*1{}"‘ Je €000 o » ;.»GC?Q
gﬂ‘ ?ﬁ@ng.. 7 - & @ & » S8 & 33'47
e Hoe TBOE T 4o 7005 ¥ mlmi%,
1:18, amﬁ ¥ @ o & B @ m&w

wmu% * » £ ] > * B - - e 2 » L 4 = » - L} L 3 L 3 ’#hmﬁﬂ%“?
i covors ouwr inlebtolinsas to you. for the paricd
ananey lg 1228 Lo June &* 1028,

_ - A% cur firct Board Imetliss of the joor,
shich &in o held on Lo Ywenly first of Septoster, I
Bhall ask that an alditisoel aprrorriation of fifteen
huntred Gollers bo gponlod youe 1 fool sure $HAS this
a@mp’%&&im wiil be gronted by the Board. I chall
write jou lomediately alftor the mooBlng.

I nave dalied with Tre Meson abod the | ‘ozican
aclleodion of chien Joa sent us thobosrap ”‘”‘ﬁ Tre Iamon
Pasle that the ﬂa&}.%%u 1 i an Iatorootine ons Lat i
woulldy of Courug, Lo ﬁm“&&z?; £or 800 0.0 L0 soo 4t
bofore wo ¢t umé L:%0 any mopstiations asd me ochowd
heve s0se 1les of tho  wilee vhich V.o omor 16 asiing | ﬁi‘
it. 28 you Rnov, the asiisy mriee in oow o 5800 10 ¢
rificuloun. The I :fﬁhf’w a.m.,ﬁaz on ::**“’ gileh I wrote you
oone tige ago was first offored to uo £ tuoonty Tive
&hrw&:m ol .arn; tho i’ﬁs&% then &ropred Ly th usandn
wntll 1t rosehed alue ho km.ﬁ aullars 3 oven this ue fesl
i s thon ib in worthe. £ yoa ean ot the oomor to
mm & z@i% se nxim%; &0 *firwﬁfm into the nattor with

bime. Frebebly he cuuid send 8 ontalogie which wou d




‘help ue to form an ides of the oxtant of tho gollec=
tion; thoe ~hoborrnphs are rosily too poor to julge
of tho wvalac of $h0 specinenie

Yory sincercly zoure

Segrotary

N o e ;ﬁ?“Ifﬁg‘?
S EEL3E 0 i




September 17,1928

My dear Mr. Burkitt:

: I am sending you here=-
with duplicate cheques Nos. 7497F
to 7509F amounting to 82,032.47.
The originals of these cheques
were mailed to you on September
10 together with a lotter of
witich I am senclosing a oopye.

- Yery eincerzly yours

Segretary

. SRe D. ROBERTO BURKITS
Pangosg

Via Puerto Barrios
m%mh. 6. A.



September 26, 1928

Dear Mr. Burkitt :

L% the meeting of our Board of
Henagers held on Friday laat, the report
of your work was presented end at the
same time I asked for an appropriation of
fifteen hundred dollayrs for a continuance
of the work on the mound. This was
granted by the Board and you msy now call
for the money atl any time that you may
aeed ite

Hith my best regards, I remain

. Very sinserely yours

Sacre tary

SR. D. ROBERTO BURZLIT?
Pasnsos

Yia Paerto Barrios
Guatemala, C. Ae




Pansds
Id ~ -
via Puerto Barrios
Guatemala

1928, October 7

Uy dear Miss McHugh

I hav had the pleasure ov
getting your two letters ov the 10th
and 17th ov last month, together with
the originels and duplicats ov the
drafts, all az you mention. I am
much obliged to you.

Ive also had your letters
ov August 28 and 29. In your letter
ov August 29, you speak ov corecting
the numbering ov the fotografs. Ther
waz only one fotograf to be so
corected: the one fotograf - now I
supoze, ov no intrest - which showd
the two stones belonging to the man
in London.

Az for the man in Mexico, Ive
ritten to him in the sense ov your
letter.

Your most obheédient servant

% Rt
Viss MeHugh

The Pennsylvania University Muzeum



Senahu
Guatemala

1928, October 27

[y dear Hiiss McHugh

This iz to thank you for your
letter ov September 26. I shal keep
in mind what you say ov the apropria-
tion: and continue to he

Your most obedient servant

K 3t

Miss licHugh
The Pennsylvania University Muzeum



B

I wish vou a happv new vyear, and remain

amount ov vour apropriation I supoze indicates, that anv such notion at prezent,
Your most obedient servant

iz not to be considerd.- In what ever case,

Senahud
Guatemala
1928, December 31

My dear Miss McHush

I expect in a few davs to start for the
Pacific side: its time to take up the Chocoléd digging.
You may consequently send me the apropriated money. '
The money should include ten drafts ov fifty dollars
each. My best adress wil be az before:

Sr. D. Roberto Burkitt
Rda. al Consulado General Britéanico
Ciudad Guatemala
Guatemala

Since last riting to vou, which waz on October
27, Ive heard adgain from the man in Mexico. He now
signifies a price: and the price he sisnifies would
be about five thouzand dollars - your dollars, for
the pick ov hiz colection. I supoze he misht come
down a Little: though if hiz price turnd out to look
reazonable, 1 shouldnt perhaps be dispozed much to
hasgle with him - unless on the score ov the difficulty
ov getting the stuff out ov the countrv. He speaks ov
havins been ritten to about hiz colection, lately,
from two or three quarters, one being the muzeum ov
Berlin, which alreadv haz a stone necklace that waz once
hiz. He had made a prezent ov the necklace to somebody,
who after the war, became necessitous, and sold the thiag
to the muzeun.

I misht sav that without having anv plans, I had
besun to hav a notion, that after finishins the Muzeum job
in Chocola, and perhaps doind something else, I might then,
if the Muzeum waz agsreeable, %o on from the Pacific side,
and see, and possiblv buy, this Mexican colection. But the



Rda., al Consulado General Britdnico
Guatemala ‘
1929, January 31

Dear Dr Harrison

1he sheets L send you under cover with this, wer
intended az the beginning ov something which L believ
would hav much intrested Mr Gordon: and its possible that what
I might put together on the subject, might in your opinion,
be suitable to the Muzeum Journal,

The subject, az you wil see, iz the existing Indian
calendar, the ancient calendar in its prezent state, Ive
been aquainted with this existing calendar for many years,
Ive lately made some experiments in throwing ny aguaintance
with it - or part ov my aquaintance - into something like
orderly form. I think that what I hav in mind to say,
could be said in some ten or twelv thouzand words: and
that my payment, what ever the number¥ ov words, and
putting past and future time together, might be reckond
az about the payment for three years work., My riting, if
I rote, would be done by instalments: probably without rule,
at intervals ov several months, depending on my other
engagements: and ny payment would be by similar instalments,

Ive not much expectation that you wil be able to
accept my propozal, and I shal be no way put out if you
dont,- though in that case I might beg to hav the enclozed
sheets back. But if by chance you accept my propozal,

I should be glad if you would kindly let me know soon,
In actualy in Chocola, engaged in some work for the
Muzeum: but my best adress wil be az you see on top.
I an
Yours very truly
Robert Burkitt

R

Charles C. Harrison, Esq., LLD., etec,
The Pennsylvania University Muzeum
Piladelfia



February ¢, 1929

Dear KEr., Buricitt:

I have your letter of December 51 and
am enclosing herewith ten drafts for Tifty dollars
cach and five drafts for two hundred dollars e=ch,
which I hope will reach you safely.

I have taxen up with Dr. Mason and aiso
with the fcting President the matter of the #fexican
collezetion of which you write. We are now nego-
tiating for a learge lexican collection which was
assembied by Dr. ¥onday of Mexico City. For this
rozson we feel that we could not appropriate a sum
approuchisi- . five thousend dollars for eanother
colleetion from that country, although to be sure
the objJeets ure from guite differcnt localities.
later on we may be able to take this metter up
again with you but for the present I think we must .
devote whet resources we have bto acguiring the
Hondry collection. .

With my best regsrds, I remain

Very sincerely yours

Seeretary

SR. D. RO3ZERTC BURKITT

Rda. al Consulado General Britanieo
Ciudad Guatemala

Guatenals

Drafts enclosed
Nos. 8306F to 831
T 2
&0 &

83 F inclusive, $50. each
Nos. B831L7F to 84 ¥

5
1 F inclusive,$200. each.




Februsry 18, 1929

Dear r. Burkitt:

1 am sending to you
enclosed herewith a cory of
my letter to you undey dute of
February 14 and the dupllcates
of the drafts which socomponied
that letteres These are Hoss
8306F to 8316 P inolusive for
$60. each, end Nos. 8317F te
8321F inclusive for $E00. each.

Very truly yours

Secretary

SHe Do ROBERTC BURKITT

Rda. a1l Consulado Generai Britanico
Ciudad Guatemala o
Guatemnla



am returning the sheets which

I

request,

your

to
s .

S .

P.

According

sent

you

Pebruary 27, 1929
Dear Hr. Burklti:

Your letter of January 31 addressed
to Dr. Harrison bas been received. I know
that you will be sorry to hear that Dr.
Harrison dled on February 12 after & loag and
trying illiness.

T heve discussed with Dr. Muson the
metter of the publication of your urticle on
the Indlian Calendar in whioh we are both much
interested and I wish that it might Ve in cur
power to undertake its publication. As you
muy readily understanmd, Dr. Harrison®s death
is a great blow to us. It was he who ceol-
lscted the funis for the work of the MMuseum
and gsince his 1llness owr resources have been
cut down considerably. Our funds for publica-

‘$ions has suffered the most, I think, and I

can gee no way at this time of providing for
the article «f which you sent & Tew pages.

You may be interested tc know that
S. K. Lothrop of the Heye Museum of the Amer~
fcan Indien read £ paper on the Indian Calen-
der at the meeting of the Twenty-~third Congress
of Americaenists recently held in New York.
Thig will be published in ils 220 CELINGS which
gshould appear this year. I you would likxe L0
have & copy of the article, I am sure that I
can procure one for you.

I hope that you have received our
drafts safely.

@ith my best regards, I remain

VYery sincerely yours

Ssoretary



Hacienda Chocola
Guatemala

1929, PFebruary 28

My dear Miss McHugh

Ive had the pleasure ov receiving your letter
ov the 4th, with the drafts az you mention, and Im
much obliged to you,- Im also much obliged to you
for letting me know your mind about the Mexican
colectian,
| Az for the Chocold mound, Ive nothing more
at prezent to report than steady digging. 1 quitted
Senah@ on the 15th ov January. In Guatemala City,
and on the way up, I waz delayd a few days by the
atemted revolution., At the mound, how ever, Ive
not been interupted either by revolution or by rain,
and I hope soon to be done,

I continue my adress at the consulat: and

remain, your most obedient servant,
W Q_,uu é:‘ tl,

Miss McHugh, The Pennsylvania University Muzeum



Mareh 6, 1929

Dear kr. Burkitt:

. The enclosed sheets
should have accompanied my
letter to you of February 27.
I em sorr? that they were over-
looked when the letter wss put
in the mails,

Very sinoerely yours

Seoretary
R« ROBERT BURZITT



Senahil, Guatemala
1929, August 1lst

In acount with R, Burkitt

The Pennsylvania University Muzeum
DEBTOR
1929

Jan 1: To bil receivd for Jute Bags (see last years
acount, where the amount waz left blank),...ec..
" 22: To payment onacount ov last years shipment:- The
colector ov customs who gave trouble last year
(I may say that he haz since been removed) waz
very vext at having been got the better ov, and
after I came back from British Honduras, again
tried to giv trouble: but put himself in the
rong, in a way that enabled me to lodge a com-
plaint against him, The complaint took efect:
and to the person in Guatemala City in charge
ov the complaint, I had promist and now paid
this honorarium:ssesecee o coes
Jul 31: To my time to date(see my letter ov February 28,
and my letter with this acount): January 15 til
April 3, 2 months and 19 daySyeecesecvesssecces
July 4 til July 17, 14 d@YSysessscesssesoscsans
To expenses to date:-

® e e 8 % 2 @ ® * 0 e e

n "

Rail way and river faresSycee:. ccescossocsnses
Ditto, Cunt 387, 8t 60 Tor 1, ,siindanssssae
Hotels (board and lodging only), January and
July:
Port BarriosSse..
Guatemala Cit¥seeoeoesss
Carts, cabs, servants, muleteers, so far az
no.ted’tl'coo---c 'EEE R EEE RIS AN I B B I I I O
Ditto, Guat, $151, at 60yeeseccccccans Feininle
Tabour in Chocold, Guat.$3491, at 60yeevevces
Fotografy, Guat.¢252, at 60
Carpenter, Guat, 70, 8L B0 venssne
Muzeum catalog numbers 1106/9: see the anext
receit, and my letter with this acount:........

® 5 2 8 82 5 3 9 P e PO B I B P eSS NS LD

» 8 8 & % ® & 9 ® 2 08 8 P E S

" " To balance to dateyececcsscceee

2 8 * o ° 8 e ¢ » 3 3 0 3 8

The Muzeum, CREDITOR

Feb 26: By drafts dated February 6 (Brown Brothers)sseees

e me me o> w8 wm s



HEcCTOR MONTANO

GUATEMALA

DIRECCION CABLEGRAFICA:
MONTANO-GUATEMALA

A. B. C. 42 Y 5% EDICION Guatemala, 6 de Julio de 1929.-

He vendido & Don Roberto Burkitt cuatro articulos de fabrica
antigue ind{gena como sigue :

lo. = Una llameda hacha de piedra representando una calavera. — ‘iiyg
Largo 28 cm.

20, = Una escudilla de barro pintada con tres patas, cada pa- e o
ta representando una cara grotesca. :;‘%gf ) ¥
Alto como 10 ecm, 45
Ancho " 16 cm,

30, = Una vasija de barro pintado representando un armado, i
Alto como 13 cm, = |
Largs " 21 cm.

40, - Una escudilla de barro, pintada por dentro y por fuera
con varios dibujos, entre ellos algo como una culebra con
dos cabezas en el fondo de la escudilla,

Alto como 9 cm.

Ancho " 20 om.

B . &
=f{io {f‘

Recibiendo del Sefior Burkitt en pago total por les cuatro
objetos la suma de Q.250,00., ( DOS CIENTOS CINCUENTA QUET-
ZALES 00/100.-),

Ao

R B T Turm——

HRCTOR MONTANO. N. ;¢
A
1 e

<~




Senahu, Guatemala
1929, September 30

My dear Niss McHugh

Im just up from the hot country.- Under cover with this
riting I send you a money acount and a piece ov catalog. The
money acount shows a small balance at your dispoz_al. The
catalog covers the numbers 1105 to 9, and includes some drawings
and fotografs: the numbers ov the fotografs being 234 to 43,

Its a long time since I rote you. And aside from what
you mey find in the acount and catalog, I believ thers not much
for me to say.- I got to an end with the Chocold mound,- and I
wish it had been otherwize, but that digging, a2z you wil see in
the catalog, gave me practicaly no plunder.- The Chocold
buziness took me til April the 3rd. Then for three months (so
far az the muzeum waz concernd) I waz disengaged: and my return
journey to Senahu waz from July 4 til July 17.

¥y return journey included the purchas and packinéov
thoze catalog things (which I hope you wil like) 1106 to 9. All
four things hav points ov intrest: but what imediatly atracted
me waz the ax 1109, which both in workmanship and conservation
iz the best ov its kind that Ive seen. The owner began by
wanting four or five hundred dollars for the lot, but you see by
hiz receit that he came down to two hundred and fifty. I waz
not distinctly authorized to buy any thing for the muzeum, this
time: but having a little ov your money left over, I thought it
would be 2 pity not to take this advantage ov it. The things ar
packt for shipment, and stowd in a safe place in Guatemala City.

This piece ov catalog that Ive been finishing, consists
mostly, az you wil see, ov one article, the article 1105, which
iz concernd with Chocold. And Ive now been thinking,- I dont
know how such an article might look in the lMuzeum Journal, but
the owners ov Chocold ar extensiv and influential land owners in
various parts ov Guatemale (besides in Mexico and South America)
and that article in print, in any way, would greatly pleaz them,
Among the fotografs, if you wisht, you could make it pat to
insert a fotograf ov the sculptured stone, the stone that Chocolé
made you a prezent ov. It happens that Ive mentiond the stone
in this artiele.

I waz much obliged by your letter ov February 27, in anser
to mine ov January 31: and sorry to learn ov your prezidents
death, I hadnt known that he waz il, I beg you wil thank Dr
Mason on my behalf, for a letter ov hiz dated May the 7th: which
waz duly forwarded to me and containd some intresting informetion,
I hav to acknowledge the receit ov one or two lNuzeum Journals.

I continue my adress at the consulat, or at Pansos.
And I remain
Your obedient servant

7\%@1&3 wdctt

Miss McHugh
The Pennsylvania University Muzeun
Filadelfia



Pansds, Guatemala

1929, October 7th

My Dear Miss MecHugh
This iz merely in case ov miscarriage
to let you know that I rote you wlth some
enclosures under date ov September 30th.
I remain
Your most obedient servant

Robert Burkitt

(e

Miss McHugh
The Pennsylvanlia Unlversity Mugzeun

Filedelfia
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