Senahd
Cuatemala
1928, ¥arch 29

Vy dear Gerdan
The last I rote you waz at Cristmas, acknowledging
.the receit, in good order, ov the pictures ov Maya pottery., 1
rote frem Liviagston, I waz then just starting on what haz turad
out to be a several months excursion: ov which something over a month,
altogether, haz been .taken up with buzimess ov the Vugzeum: partly
in viewing colections ov antiguities, &nd .partly in seeing people
.and .places with .an eye ta future diggiamg,
You hav geveral times spoken ov wishing to buy.colections,
Both in Kesaltenango and in Cuatemala City colections exist,which
.a% such.things go, ar at least wel worth seedng, The.colectioss
hav been mede for the most part, by buying things breught im by
Indians or ignorant cresles, amd the owners cant usualy -tel you
-the places, much less .the -circumstances, 'in which the thiags wer
found, - It can.be seid, however, that the most pert ov the coclections
ar ov things from the Fecific slope, or from parts ov the ‘interior
next to the Facific slope; and inclime - so far az the distinction
iz worth enything - incline rether to what iz usualy described az
Astec work than .to what iz usualy described ag Maya, Az a rule .too,
each colection contains many things, which though they intrest you
while yow ar looking at them, yet dont afterwards stick .much ia
your .mind, A% least so it iz with me. I .remember each.colectisn,
ag .a rula, by a few partiaular striking .things,
For example ome colectlon, I resember mainly by two things,
©ne thing waz a sort ov double bowl, a sort ov Sismege twin thing:
censistiag ov & pair ov ordinary theee-footed bowls
<:::><:::> standing side by side, and joind 'in ome piece by a
short open canal, at the level ov the rims., I cent imagin the use
ov such a things and its a miracle it waznt broken in finding.~- The
other thing, which took my fanecy rather az a work ev art thean &z a
curiosity, wez ean ornamental Indiesn mil stone: an under mil stone:
in which the long foot, the foot next the grinder, waz carvd in
the image ov a lizard,- The hole colection, which mey hav compriged
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near a8 hundred pieces, might probebly be bad for less than a
‘thouzand dollars.

In an other colection ov about the same size, what .the owner
principaly velued was some large carvd beads: ov that green stone
‘that people ar used to c¢alling jade. I dont my self much value
‘Jade beads, unless .the carving ‘iz oy such an order ov carving az
that, for example, ov my bead €45, But I see that other people, eand
perhaps smuzeuns,do. I see sowe ov theze people even put away their
little jade things in a strong-box, az if they wer diemonds, In the
‘colection Im speaking ov, what most drew my own atention, waz not
.the mans jade (I dont mean a Ibnan}, but a pottery bowl: ‘in 'its
matuee some what rezembling wy picture potterys and in faect hewing
in .the inside bottem a dim picture: a pictare ov something like a
‘two-headed snake, And.that bowl, the man stated pogitivly waz from
Nicaragua,~ The man offerd me hiz colection .for $2000: which ‘in hiz
.case would probably signify that he would accept a good deal'leéa;

An other end better colection, :that I even made & partial
inventory ov, waz a colection made by a former consul general ov
Cermeny, end now offerd to me by biz agent, The colection containd
.among -much .other .pottery, a couple ov remarkable stamps: some what
.ov .the fashion.ov my Chip4l stemp 694, but the fashion much better
.developt: .the cutting-out very deep, and hansorly done,- But egain
in the owners opinion, .end in this cese I dare say corectly, the
post valuéble.part,ov the colection wez.the jede., The :jade .things,
mostly beads, might bhav weighd altogether, some.fifteen or .twenty
.pounds, :The carvd beads wer mostly ov:.the usual poor.carviags say
like :gyxuwadx .that ow ny. beads@ﬁ? .and .pany others, But among the earvd
_beads: 5p§r wer a dogen .or more .ov upusual .size, some ov.thew ag wmuch
az eiz—er—seven inches lomg, And besides, much more intresting to
me than all the beads, wagz a plain jade bowl; The bewl, which hed a

3 raizd band round the rim, wag esbout this shape, and &
\.__,) =5upese-abontaitso.lnches wide.- 1 waz told by & person
very wel informd ov the case, that the jade things alone had cost
the codector about fifteen hundbed dollars, The colectoz, now living
in Cermamy, and since the war, in reduced circumstances, would sccept,
acording to hiz own egent, 2500 dellars fer the hole colection: but
I bev a notion thet he would accept much lesst perhaps give the hole
colection for the cost ev the jade,
An other colection thet I found might be bought, hed the



peculiar ‘intrest, that nearly ell the stuff waz from one place;
The eolector, or the brother ov the colector, baz an estate not
far from Tecpdn, that iz to say, not far from the ruisms ov Ishimehé:
and the colectiom (which the colector haz been at for the last
twenty years) iz mearly all ov things from that estate, The bulk
ov the colection consists ov a roomful ov big stone things: stone
‘faces and ‘images, and one or two ov thoge so-calld yékes. But most
'ov the stone images wer plainly onee parts ov buildings, and away
from the buildings, greatly lose intrest; Besides many ov thenm,
though not all, ar so heavy, and to me ov such unatractiv workmanship,
that I wouldat hav thew az a gift, much less take the trouble to
-gxport .them, Ov course you might hav fotografs and s8 see what you
‘theught. The part ov the colection that most pleazd me, wez a
cabinet ov shelvs filld with small things, mostly pottery. Aand the
individual that most struck me, in that pottery, waz a cearse red
jar: the jar that you see in this foto, 179. On top ov the jar you
see a rule, or three joints ov a rule, each joint being a decimetre,
The jar iz & round bottomd thing, with no foot, and Ive put some
handfuls ov earth under it, to make it stand up. The main thing, ov
course, iz the stuck on imager az I supoze, the image ov a priest.
The imape reminds mwe ov one ov my Roknimd images, ‘in the fact ov the
priest having ropes about him, 2nd an infant victim: the vietim
seemwing in thbis case to hang from the priests neck., The novelty
iz in the priestsaface, or rask (sz it iz dam doutless meant for):
showing the eyes gouged out and hanging down on the cheeks: the
repregentation, I believ, ov one ov the Nexican divianities.

The ewner ov the colection would prefer to sel the hole ov it,
but he wight ®k perbaps sel some part, He couldnt be got to name a
price for any thing, but wented me to make bhir an offer: which I
said I couldnt do without econsulting, 1 wa;-gfterwards told that
the man had once made a bargaiam to sel the hole colection to a
Filadelfia merchant, ¥r John Wanamaker, er to some agent ev hig,
for 3000 dellars. But the war intervened: ther waz no way ov
shipping: and the sale fel through,

Ther ar people who hav not colections, but single thiags;
And one suc¢h thing waz perbaps the most atractiv object that I wag
any where offerd. It waz an ornamental mil stonev or rather the
hole mil, both upper and lower stones, It happend the owner hed
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prints made, 180 and 181: in each ov whiech you see the two stones.
The ril, which iz 2 buge théng, and haz the under stones upper
surface, and the hole ov the upper stone pelisht, thet iz to say,
‘the grindiag surfaces polisht, waz plasinly never meant for
actuaely grinding, end must hav belongd to some ritual., In stead
ov .the usual three feet, this mwil haz four: and what ordinary mils
never hav, haz a hendle - or whatever you may eall the asténishing
carvd ornament, That ornament, az you see,tprezenti%fag head ov & ¥make ov
& reptile: possibly an imaginary reptile: but¢“,“1 with a stroang
regemblance to the usual .reprezentations ov the Wexican day Cipactli,
The stope ‘iz hard, and the hoie<workmanship excelleantr you see at
once .tbat the maker waz perfectly master ov hiz material, The upper
stone (which aside from being polisht,iz also in ‘its shape not
proper for grindiag) iz 85 centimetres lomg. The total lemgth ov
the lewer stone iz 119, and its greatest width 58.- Acording .to .the
owner, who inherited .the mil framng%z wother, the stones wer found
‘upwards ov sixty years ago, in the,wel known ruin place ov Saint
Lucy Cotsumalwépe (Spanish spelling, Cotsumalbuapa, Cotzumalguapa,
etceters)on the Facific slope, by a priest digging a trench for the
foundations ov e church; where slong with this mil wez an other like
it, only the lower stone waz broken, The owners motber exibited the
mil in the Chicego exibition.ov 18922, and receivd & medal for it;
The medal (which the maen stil hbez) iz shown in the foto., The agents
.oy :the Cuatemale gdovernment, et that.exibition, stole eand sold meny
ov the anticuities exibited .by privat Cuatemala .people: but this
mans mother, who ber self went with .the .ril, waz able to defeat
atemts on it, and fetch it back, The prezent. owner, who also offerd
. we some 0ld Spanish books and.other inheritances, ‘iz now dispezed
;;tn sel this mil: and bhig price for it, which I .thought echeep, would pe
/500 dollars, g

;éont know, 'in your ears, how theze .prices meay sound., What
tshould ‘you =ay ‘your self that that mil might be worth? Whet iz .the
'most you would.giv .for the pot ov foto 1867 or for that jade bewl?
For ‘my own‘part I bav:.realy no standard, 'Al1.I .bav to go by 'ig the
price a man asks, .and .my féncy for the thing, So much .fuss bhaz been
‘made .ebout aptiouwities, ov late years, 'in. Cuatemala, that if you now
want :to buy . thinps you must be content .to pay something, Ferbaps
you might make an experirent:be prepared:to lay out five or six
-thouzand dollars, or even something less, and,see-how.you4iikedtthe



‘rezult,

Now eabout digging, I revizited Chocold, Doctor Lehmann, the
Cerman antiouvary, wagz lately there, and heard esbout the stone I had
sené you: the disapearance ov which, Im told wex a great paian to him,
He waz on hiz way to ¥Kezico. But in apout two yeers he meams to
come baeck to Chocold, if he cen, and start digging at one ov the big
mounds. Ip case you decide to dig one ov them your self, however,
the manager ov Chocolé wil stil be glad to hav you, and to giv you
evry help.~ By the by I mentiond to the manager, that you had said
that you would prezently send a fotograf ov the Chocold stone. 1
hope you wont let the thing slip from your mind, Thoze little
things help. i

An other Fecific slope place that I vizited waz a big nativ
plantation, neer to that Saint Lueys that the mil I just spoke ov
came from, On this plentation, besides some big sculptured stones,
now & good while known (none ov them ov cuite such good work ez
your Chocold stonme), the menager haz lately uneartht several others,
w¥hich various people hav fotograft: and I send you a couple ov fotos (}837A3>
ov one ov the biggest and oddest. W¥any ov the stones record days
and numbers; And the nuxbers,in evry case but one, that I could
see, wer sigpified in the usual Astec way, by the number ov dots,
or circles, Eﬁtin the case ov one stone, I waz struck by seeing a
nupoer signified in the Vayas way, by a corbination ov dots and bars.
If any body should esk you the neme ov the plantaticm, it iz celld
Badl, In that conexion it might be ‘intresting to exemin the small
hieroglyfics scatterd about on the Chocols stone, I think that
gore :than one ov .them had e strong apearesnce ov the siykx Maya style.
‘I 'had some 'rubkbings but seem to bav misleid them.- However, what I
went 1o the Bail place about, waz not so much .to see:the stones,

-a% .to see .the owner, or one .ov .the owners, In Chipdl, apd ‘in .a
Aplace,next—Chipél,~ther.ver‘onésorztuo spots, that when I should
‘come 4o .hav .an other oportunity, I hed stil meant . to dig at, It turns
‘ontahewgever‘that-Ghipél,.remete‘azsthe.plaeé?iz,-haz~been.beuﬂht,

| within .the last 'year, by the owners ov .the group ov .plantatioas ov

' .which Bail ‘iz ome. Several big Facific slope plantations ar getting

| :to be . so hard up:for mem, that they ar poing great distances now, te

buy lands .with men on :thex, The men then bav to come down at set
:times to .the .plentetions .to werk., So the Badl plantations hav now
bought Chip4l and :the :place .next ‘it., And az ther would be some
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ésteward on the place, I shouldnt be able to dig without leav from
/the owners, The man I waz looking for, it heppend I didnt find in
,5Eaﬁl: but I found bim afterwards 'in Cuatemala City, and bhe waz very
| ooliging, and at once peve me a letter for hiz Chip4l steward.

Ov course I hav not forgotten the places in the Koopém region,
But an other region that I hav thoughts ov trying iz the region ov
Kiriwd, That hole neibourbood, up and down the river, haz been
much explored, lately, by a cémpany ov planters, the United Fruit
Company. I hed word ov some sort ov new ruins being found, and went
to see about them. And what Ive found, iz thet the hole neibourhoed
iz sprinkled over with mounds, mostly small mounds: and prezenting
the same sort ov apearance and srangements &z for example thoze
mounds ov the Koopém region ‘itself, that Ive already sent you
drawings and acounts ov, I make little dowt but the mounds ov the
Kiriwd neibourkood contain the same sort ov'tombs, and things, agz
thoze Koopom mounds. I once saw a fragment ov picture pettery, feor
one thing, from so near to Kiriwé az Funta Cordae, And the things
would ov course hav the peculiar intrest ov belonging to the
neibourhood ov the celebrated monuments ov Firiwd,r The local officers
ov the fruit company bav kindly said thet I should hav leav to dig:
and I think that the digping could be keot cuiet,

If you think you would like me to do a little digging this year
at some place that Ive mentiond, or not mentiond, acording to
to opportunity, you may send me some funds, az before: and to save
a little time, cable me the word Cood,

I wight say that I bev a suspicion that the Muzeum iz perhaps
not much intrested in knowing many ov .the deteils ov mounds, and ov
digging, And in cese ov further digging, though I should cenduct
‘conduct the digging with the same pains ez usual,'I should :purpose
to lighten my cetalogs by az & rule describing mounds,and structure,
and digging, only 'in the most summary way. And not only so, but
unless you spoke to the contrary, I should purpos to lighten my
shipments ov stuff,. In stead ov sending you nearly evrything I found,
or .at least samples ov nearly evrything, & az Ive done, I should
ewit nearly evrything that I didnt myself think -intresting. Fer
‘instence, 'in a case like .that ev the Chiwatdl grave, correspoading
ito the numbers 1081/47, perhaps the only things I should send would
‘be .the beads, :the looking glass (1037%), and the pet 1044, What I
think .ov, ov course, ‘iz not the mere economy ov shipping, but the
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economy ov my time and lesbour, in saving, c¢leaning, carrying,
numbering, ‘packind, 're-packing, and catalogwing, such a heap ov

‘(what I should call) rubbishy stuff;

In your letter ov October 27 you spoke or3 the Eastman

Kodak Company, Ive heard nothing more, and Ive not simce ritten

them, When you hav & chance you :mwight perbaps stir them up, amd
ask if theyve made the discevery that they told you they wer on the

the track ov, They might pay sowe atention:to an institution like

a mugeun,
I bav :to acknowledge:the receit ov a Muzeum .Journal for
September, - Let me remind you.ov the dezirableness ev adressing

'y ‘mail ‘in the way I said some:time ang:.to.Pansés,'via Fuerto

Barrios, Cuatemsala,
RGO s Yours very .truly

TR e
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Senahd
‘via Puerto Earrios
Cuatemala
1828, Mey 17

¥y dear Gordonm
I:got 'your wire ov April 27:~- Leeter received writing
will jade bowl interesting difficult assign prices thess
subject arrengement,~- The letter haz not yet come. 1Ive
just now had your second wire:- Busi mil bowl proceed
according your letter marech 29.~- Ive been wondering whether
the first word should be Busy or Buy. ISupoze the latter
part ov the message refers to digging., I see nothing
about funds, which perhaps ar on the way: However thers
no urgency, When I sugested cabling, it wez with a view
to imediet digpsing. I thought thet if you avroved my
projects ov digeging I might vroceed et once, perhaps teo
Kipiwd, and make use ov the remaining six weeks or so, ov
the dry seazon, Thats no longer to be thought ov: it wil
now be August, provably, before digging wil be any where
practicable, even on the Facific slove.- Az for the cclectiens,
thers nothing to be lost by waiting for your letters.
Imn reminded ov something, I beg you wil kindly let

me know whether the muzeum haz copies to sel, ev your
portfolio ov picturesy and if so, whether the price iz sixty
dollars for the hole publiecation, or sixty dollars for the
‘instalrent now out. 4An other thing, I should be much
obliged if you could let me hav & copy ov that fairy tale,
The Hils and the Corn.

pr——————— Yours very teuly
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Yowrs very truly

-

vie Puerto Bareios, should be in the body ov the adress, not in some corner,

restération,- Your letter baz asgein beep late in getting to me,

Senabd
via Fuerto Barrios
Cvuatemela
1e28, Vay 25

¥y dear Cordon
Ive just got your letter ovw WMay 8rd, with the

fotografs, I rote you lest week, aknowledging your cables
ov April 27 and ﬁay 15, and hev little to ed., The prices
er United States gold, I wish they wer not. Thoze prices
in Cuetemale peper, would here, now be leught at,

I think ther can be no dout but the jade bowl iz
Centrel American, The sheve iz not exset., The surface iz
swcoth,but a little lurpy: end the sides er thiek., By the
by, the sketech I gave you waz frow memory, end ouvght to hav
lookt wider, or sballewer. Im now egble to say, from my notes,
thet the bowl iz sbout 18 centimetres wide, end 8 high,

In case ov buykng the bowl, what I hed theught ov doing,
wag perhaps to hav bought the hole ecolecticn that it belongd
to.. The ownet, that I told you ov, stood very wel with certein
persons in the Cueterele governwent, in biz tiwe; end hiz egent
believs it would not be very herd, privetly, tc get a gevernment
permit for the colection to be exporteds in which case my notion
would hev beer to get the wan to include in the cclecticn any
thing else thet I wight pick up, &nd perticularly the mil, if it
ver stil to be ked, The mil iz heavy, I dare say the big stone,
when packt, might tuen out to weigh 200 pounds, perheps more: and
ry method ov exportation, haz depended on uging women, at a
certein stege, ond baving light peckeges: if pessible nothing
sbeve & hundred pounds, I supoze the mil might scme hew be
menepeds but ov course it would be muchk better to get it out
with 2 perwit;and the permit would dependon buying the eolection.

Im mueh obliged to you for the fotos, I shel send one te
Choeold, I supoze the stone iz noct on view yet, az I see mo
label, I see by the fotos thet you go in for some emount ov
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June 1, 1226

¥y desr Burkitt: e

: -We hed our ﬂpeainb of the Eew ¥in 1 on
the eiﬂhteeﬁth of May and since then I have “had a
1ittle more leisure to give attention to your :
corres:andence and to our interests in Guatemala.

5 - In the last letter that : wrote you,
which was dzted HMay 3, I referred’ hriefly to
-your letter of March 29, 1 have now read this
letter over sgein. I am much interssted in the
report that you make on the several collsctions
that you have found for ssle. As often happens,
exzch collections strikes me s & whole s undesir-
eble but some of them heve single objects in
then that one weulé like to acgui"e for the
guseum.

Fbr inutance, I sheal& B8y thet the & S gt
collection of the former German Consul General
would not be at all interesting as & whole ior
purchase but one object mertiansa by you in that
collection is especially interesting to me, namely,
the. jJade bowl. The stamps would doubtlesu be
‘interesting too, but the bowl is somet:ing quite
unususale It is so unusual, in fact, that "1 have
been wondering wheoether there is any passibilitv
-of its being s modern Chinese importatlon which ,
-found its way somehow into the collection. fThis -
wo1ld hardly seem pnossible and, as I wrote you
before, 1 thinkryou coalﬁ“easily distingsuish -~
native workmanship from that of a Chinese, owing
to the extreme regulerity and high polish of ithe
latter. I 40 not new whether the owner would
be willing to sell this one piece separatelye.
The other Jade things that you mention are not
really of much interest. You are quite right in
‘sazing that only those that have the finer carving
gre important and these are, of course, very
important. fThe bowl, however, is something that
stands by itself and it is difficult to say how



much one misit pay. The price meatioued t¢ you,
~namely, $2500 for the colleetion, would be a high

- have Tormerly employede
R fok B V.

- be sy

i

~price to pay for the bowl; yet, onc -gometimes hag-

Yo buy & whole collection in order to get one . -

object. T think onc miziit psy a thousand dollars - -

© for thut collection for tie sake of the bowl, .
-~ end perhaps a few hundred 8ollars more in & pinch
- after bargaining, = G o AR s

~In the noxt collection that you mention,

 the potiery Jar with the curious fisure on ithe

outside, shown in your photo 179, is certainly

Interesting. fThe story that sonmeone representing .
- ¥r. John Wanamaker of€ergffcered threo thousand -~
..~ . Gollars for the collect

- It is a curious story howover it gotl started,

on is not to be believed.

‘Tue noxt objeot that you mention; nmely

Your photographs give & very good idss of it. The
sunr of five hundred dollar:s is quitc reasonable
for this piece and I wish that you would take the
carliest opportunity to secure it ocnd rave it L

{,jfff nat sl would much 1like to scquire for the Puseum. -

Y

‘ie?:<ﬁhé?§§namen;al mill with its hendpiece ‘is an ebéecﬁ';aé;f*;

forwarded to us through sach safe chennels as you -

- Your gquestions about the actosl valuos

- of things sre hard to sncwer. 4s for the pot thown

in your photo 179, I mizht be dicposed to ey nny-
s.ere from twendy five to one hundred dollars
-&ccording to elrcumstances. Thc jade bowl -is, of -
éourse, worth much more to ne becanse it is en
object about which I hawe & special curiogity. As

Jou say yourselfl,there is no standerd and there can

- be no standard for the value of such objects. fThe
lowest price that sn owner will accept cceoriing to
itg relatisn,%itﬁAt&e highest price that ' thie buyer
can pay is what usually determines the zmount of

- money that pesses in such transactions. However,

T

whon e man nanes a price whichtisLﬁbviﬁ;-1y-réas§n9 :

able, such'as is undoubtedly the case with the

mill, it is only jJust and reasonable that he should

= ; e e e v B e R - e i r




P&ge 3
be ?warded his z}ricﬁ.

e 4 may mtlan in paasiﬂg tl:at the stone
from Badl of wvhich you sent me two phatagrg?p Pl
- ono of scveral from the same place of which I - B
had -already received photographs from someone in a el
“Guatemala.. %hat you write of Mr. Lehmann reminds
‘me that within the last few days, we had a visit | s
- from Y¥r. PErwia meselfiorff of caga:n. fiie purpose / srsy
- of his visit wes, of course, 1o see the things e
that you hed sen% “Be was able to see the -
~things that you had sent previous to the last
shipment becsuse those things had been placelon
exhibition. The last shipment however which had - -
1ot been placed on exhibition was not mentioned w,
him by me althau.;h he ﬁisplage& a go:xz neal oi‘ s
Fearissitg. S

b T iz!r. Dieseldors i‘ haa recently gu‘blisl*eﬁ
in S&“ﬁ&n & book entitled KUEST UND RELIGION DER
“A.Av@m, of which I have received & vonyk ‘fhe o
publisher is Jullus Springer of Berlin. The book
1s dedicated to the President of Guatemnla. There
ore o number of illustrations, largely from E’r; .
Biesalﬁerrff*s own collection a&sembled froo i‘:}m i

né tho reglon about Copan. Some of these are in | Y

- the Berlin Museum. There are pleces from other
reglions but his Chamg painted vases ars the most

- interestinge I notice that in his discussion of

religmus beliefs of the ¥aya, Dieseldorff uotea e R
e S from your RILLS AND 792 CORH. I 4o not mw whether
SRR E you f;ave seen this publication or whether it can be l‘
P obtelned at some Lookslore in Copane If 1 can in
SEEE Lo n T andéway help you tc obtain a ca;ay, I shall be gla&
e 10 GO B80e .

S SO

e T : I have :azst. now received your lezter of el
Rl May 17 which shows that you had slready received my -

S two wires, but not my last lotter. The last wire -

-~ .~ should read, &s you have gassoa& ; : e

UY HILL }36‘3}‘: PROCEED .&CC{)REI"{G Y{ﬁﬁ IE?‘?E‘R MQE 29

P - = -




Pageé" o= Ty g ' ' o ';?’f

It is true that the letter part of the messege
refers to your proposal sbout digsing. We withheld

funds pendins an acknowledgment by you of our cable ) s
in case any chgnge in your plans and opportunities , 35
miznt have com® sbout.  We have now arranged to :
~eet espart certain funds for your use, either for s

- uying or for difzing es you mey #udge best. I

- mounds in British Yonduras or of the discoveries

notice that it is now too lute to dis before . el
Augusts I was much interedted in your suggestion . g

~aboit &igging In the Quirizus region and the result i e
of your Inspection of tiut grounds When I was last
here, the place was a virgin forest of very dense

. growth an@ I cannot help rogretting its dssiruction.

1t would be wery interssting to try some of tue

- mounds that you speck of to see what tiey contain,
_However, with rogard to = 8ite for diczing, I

- must leave this entirely to yourself and the éir-
cunstances. There are the places you have alresdy -
-Gug on the western slope end shich you-refer to -
" egain in favourable ferms, and ther: arc many ‘
ctier places of which you have persounal xnowledze.

I do not know wheither you have ever heard of the

made there in times past. Dr. Gann, years ago, ; o
opaned sone mounds and later a party from the ) oyl
Peadbody Huseum of Harvord University opensd some -

mozre and found the most boantiful »nieces of carved

aad painted Haya pottery ihszt have yet been dis-

covered anywhere, all quite intact. T simply mention

this 1n case circumstances might ehiance to lead you

in that direeticn. I think there would be no dif-

ficulty about dizzings there or about exporting

anything founde

With rogord to the funds to be placed af,
gour disnosal, I think that the sum will amouni, fo
five thousand Cdollars, Of this, we are sending y
now 32500 in the ususl way. ©The remainder will be

sent to you in August or upon yaur reguests ; AR
About tie Portfolio of pictures of Hays ey
At
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“potiery, t&& %weum ‘has ecpi" 10 sell. The price - -
is $60 for each part, or - for the four parts, SR e
As you Imow,-only one ;;a.rt 15 : vet published, the e
one of which ,mu‘have rec w&d 8 6053: %he garice LS T
oi’ that - is %6&: o '

iz ‘ ’He are senﬁing you i;tir ough me mall nly
senarately two coples of THE HILLS AND TUE CORN. B
§£‘§ can have furthar c&aies ﬂf %hi& whenmrer you L e

- A37C e : e ¢ = i

A e hﬁ&?ﬁ again wri%ten ,ta tﬂe E&stman A
Km peoble. iﬂﬁmiﬁa &hcat the baiza‘n{mr of s
,3:mxr cameras. - - . , o

’ e, St »"{V,é%’?_éindai‘eljsrmifs ;
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Jocotenango, Guatemala,

«oss..de Agosto de 1926,

Recibi de don Roberto Brown $500.,~ (Quinientos Pesos ) .0ro

]
<y

lorte Americano,valor de una pledra de moler con Su mano.

A otV

|




. June 9, 2026

i “" Posy .%ﬁf@if:-t' T  "- W R - feiis
R Tan a@aang 03010604 horouith drafte - A %
%ﬁ; ‘é% &%ﬁm of §2500 in the iﬁllﬂﬁ?i% éammim«- Sha s S
' 2 arafto of %;-,53 asch L o S
10 drafts of 100 each” ‘

10 &?ﬁfﬁa of %«}é} Or0he ;
As Hiis is 8 1ittle owrs convenient 1‘&? Qo ﬁ%ﬁ {
the forn that you saxed for on othor ocesaions, I
%}.@gﬁ % a% it will ‘beo ogually coavesieat ‘?ﬁ.‘i" Fole

: 1 last weote you on Jww 1 and you 111 e
avs losrned £ros that lottor wing ay ﬁm&ﬁﬁﬁ R
g o boea oboat Duyiss collootlonss - - LA

pEAE . I2 %o ocolloctlon %ﬁzi&% J»&m&faiﬂ{a the m

‘ém?:i gould be Yousht ns o whole with peraiss is& %o
g I % . 1% ﬁj_”ﬂ aflahiteadl sy bo $£ia ho: »«%‘ way nnt
> S N T ;:;s,gm;% nisht be mag@& © t%ss::% tho ropait mz&
L zggazmé the ﬁih sad mayihlag aiiﬁ& ‘&m% Fou ﬁi@

- -'1. o e @g’ & -

: i3 8 méa e do m% &o ia i’&; ma%mﬁmg s
& photogrsph of the stons o made 5t o $iso whe ~
© me hed postored in plactor voss Dits of the ﬁ%&*ﬁg&g
desicn in sn effort to wori oud bhe pdbtorne. Bo- -
foro i?ﬁf;m}iﬁfs@}; h@%@ﬁ, theso postorod sapls - =
agi;. ol thor Do roaovel or aloo ther will be uiﬁﬁi’}*
ighed Tron the :’as% Sytelins e @ﬁ;‘f&réﬁ CULOULe

Yors ﬂi@mﬁ{i’ yours

A R Jem - Dirsete - ‘ T
> - =R, EODERY BURRIT? @ L R SRR s
S oot Panpog A $ St ey
’ 7 ¥is Pusrto Ba”rlos o N S
Guatemala e R : T R N et SR

e

i
’

' (°2 orlglnal drafts sent with letter g2 dupllcate drafts B
sent wa.th copy of letter. ) E , . e

i B i A 2 N e ety




&
like to ask,-Wha%Agnsurance, if any, d&id the American Express

Company charge you on my last shioment?

Something I should

Yours very .truly, Jﬁ§? (35 fo%k_i i

Senahé
vie Fuertec Earrios
1028, June 28th

My dear Cordon

Your letters ov the 1st and 9tk hav resecht me together,
along with the originals and duplicats ov the drafts for $2500,
You bhad better not send further funds til I rite or cable. In
cese I cable the word CONSULAT, you wil understend thet I went
funds to be adrest tc we at the British Consulat Cenersl:

E B
recomendada 21 Consulado CGeneral Eritédnico
Cuatemale

At the consulat they wil know where I em.

Im gled to hev your remarks on the colections; My plans
at prezent, ar to meke a2 move fror here, probably within a2 month:
end first see about: the colections, and afterwerds dig. Where I
should first dig, would depend,partly, on hew long it took .te ‘
settle the buziness ov the colections -~ what time ov year it wag;
Guite likely my first digging might be on the Facifiec sloper the
weather in .the eutum,there, being better .than on this side,

I think you did ewite right in telling ¥r Dieseldoeff ez
little az possible ebout my shipments.. I heard some time ago

.that he waz asking duestions; Ive no dout he would like te know

about my weys and times of shipment, and I had rather he didnt.
To bav other people trying the same methods would only increase
risks; " ¥r D didnt tel you, I supoze, how he .tried to get some
stuff to Cermeny fromw Port Barrios, and the stuff wez nabd.- I
must repeat what I said before, .thet theugh ov course I uze my
best care, yet some day ther may be a slip: and I cant be
anserable; By the by & new decree came out last year egainst
digging, a decree adding to the 0ld obstacles, and threatening
not only diggers, but land owners whe a2lowd digging in their land;
The efect ov the decree, however, remains .to be seen.

Im much obliged to you for the copies ov .the Hils and the
Corn: and also for your riting to the Fastman Kodak Cempany. I

‘rote them my self & few weeks ago, but hav not yet heard from them.



E. Sehuetfer

Guslemnln.

Received from Mr. Roberto Burkitt
the sum of $1000.00 United States currency, for
account of Mr, Max Obst and in payment for a

jade bowl in circular shape, with a diameter of

7=2J8 inches and a height of 72 inches.
V Mé’\ Al

Guatemala, August 9, 1926,



Por & 50.00. Pesos Oro Americano.

Redibf! de don Roberto Brown cincuenta pesos americanos por una

2 1
Plecra.

f

o
D

imagen

F Lt -

Iatour.

Guatemala, C. A Septiembre 24 de 1926.



DUPLICATE

Guatemala, Guatemala, September 23, 1926.

lirs Robert Burkitt,

My dear Mr. Burkitt:

Referring to the two boxes, Mark U, P. B., Nos. 1
and 2, which you spoke to me about, I ghall be glad to
take charge of them until I hear from you. In the meane.
time they &are at your dispossal.

Very respectfully yours,

ﬁz ! ; %M&b\



Duplirate

Guatemala, Guatemsla, September 28, 1926,

Received this day from Mr, Robert Burkitt a pack-
age for the Fennsylvania University lluseum, sald to con-
tain one jade bowl and one Dronze medal, packed by him
and sealed in his presence, which will be placed in the
consular safe to be redeliversd to Mr. Burkitt or to
his order.

This receipt is not negotiable.

ip 4 and,

; American Consnl General.
) i dudtin

000



AMERICAN CONSULAR SERVICE

Guatemala, Guatemala, September 23, 1926,

Received this day from Mr. Robert Burkitt e package
for the Penmsylvania Uriversity Museum, said te contain
one jede bewl and ene brenze medal, packed by him and
se2led in his presence, which will be pleced im the
consuler safe to be redelivered te Mr. Burkitt or te

his order.

This receipt is not negetiable.

(signed) B%ixln golltnd
Signed in duplicate p Helland,

American Consul General.



San Cristdbal Verapasz

Guatenala

1926, Uctober <6

ly dear Gordon

The last I rote you waz on June 28, from Senahi;
acknowledging your drafts. 1 got your letter in reply to
that riting, and left on July 28 for Guetemala Citye. 1 hav
now come back from the Guatemala City neibourhood, and am
on my way to the meibourhood ov Kesaltenango.

I encloze you & short instalment ov catalog — numbers
1091 to 1094: together with eleven fotografs, numberd 184
to0 194. <Lhe foto 184 belongs to the cataloge The othexr
ten, when you ar done with them; ar to be sent back to me.

{he instalment ov catalog; which I made out some time
ago, doeznt® include quite all that Ive bought, but you wil
see that Ive bought both the bowl and the mil.- About the
mil ther waz no trouble. The man took hiz 50Q dollars, wnd
L 400k the mile It apears thet the provincial gavernor;
who had secn the mil, had becn trying for some time to get
the owner %o giv it to the govermment, or to & nativ
entiquarian society which exists under government protectlon.
But the momey for the mil waz never forthcoming: and the men
undoutedly thought that he had better get rid ov the mil to
me; before means wer found ov squeezing it out ov him forxr

nothing.



The bowl gave some trouble. It scems that shorsly
after my riting to you in March; 2 Mr LathroP; ox Lothrop;
employd by the Heye muzeum; ov New Yark; turnd up in Guatemala
Qity; @nd saw the eoleotion; and ov course saw the bowl. And
it seems that the agent in Qharge; who you remember had
propozed & price to me ov 2500 dollars for the colection — a
price from which he would certainly hav much come dowli, now
agkt the Heye muzews mam 3000 dollars. The muzeum men went
back to New Yoxk, and the agent soon afterwards had s cable
from him, meking @ firm offer ov 2500 dollers: the colectlion
to be held for the muzeum til thelir msn should come fox it;

which would be about Novewmber. I saw the cable. And the

agent had already replied, accepting the offer. I sugested
splitiing the colection; but the agent (who iz not a nativ,

but = German; or German American) considerd thet he waz now
bound to the Heye muzeum; and thet for the prezent, at leust;
he could do no buzinesc with me. He could only sugest that

L might wait til ﬁovember; and see if by any ah&nce; the

Heye muzeum men faild to apear. 1 thought it waz & poor chunce.
Before giving the matter up; however, I thought that I wmight
meke a strong bid for the bowl alone, and see what would
happen. fou had signified that for the sake ov the bowl, on
offer ov a thouzand dollars mlghﬁ be made for the colectiun:
or even something betiter then 2 thouzgnd. I said fio more to
the agent, but went to &« nativ who had the reputation ov an
entiquary, and had been @ friend ov the colector, and whom in

matters ov the colection, - new Lo hav becn the agents great



(@5

advizer, I told this man that for special reazons, I waz
willing to giv & thouzend dollaxrs for onme thing in the colecticn;
nemely for the bowl: and in aditiom, & hundred dollars for
himself; if he could talk the agent over. He agreed; and he
éucceededt reprezenting, 1 believ; to the’agent, that the
person to be comsiderd, waz not the New York muzeua man; but
the owmer ov the colectiom: to whom « bixrd in the h@nd waz
worth two in the bush, end so on,- and in short L got the bowl,
though at a cost ov eleven hundred dollars. 1ts more than I
should hav thought ov giviag for the bowl, on my own vView.

But seeing that the New York muzeum waz willing 4o pay at

least 2600 for the colectionﬁn which the bowl waz the chief
atraction, and that you would probably be disepointed if the
bowl got awwsy from you, 1 thought L had better nall it.

Its now quite possible, I supoze, that the New Yoxi
muzeum neople wil be indignent with the colectors agent; and
reject the remainder ov the colection. And it may then be open

or some part ov i,
to you to buy that remainder,at & more xeazonable price.

Ive again seen the owmer ov the pot ov foto 179. I
found he had evidently been talkt to by somebody, and had now
come to the conclusion, to sel nothing less than hiz hole
colection. OBut £ think that he wil again change hiz mind.

By the by, I didnt ask the owner, but my previous informant
sticks to the Wanamaker story, about that colection. Mr W,
acording o him; Loz, or had, @ brench house in New York,
and an other ;n Paris: and the Wenemoker agent that apeaxrd

in Guatemala - my informant wez nt able to pronounce hiz



name — waz & comercial agent cunected at one time with the
Paris house; and at an other time with the New York house.
Qv course my informant may be rong,rbuj he seemnd to know.

The man that I mentiond 2z the owner ov a bowl from
Nicaragua; iz @ broker and money lender, amd haz many
scatterd slients who pleaz him by getiting him antiguities.
The men himself, however, 1z not intrested in antiquities;
excepting &z things that he can sels I bought nothing from
him, nor even made him an offer. But he tock me to see hiz
laotest aquizitions, and geve me TLotografs ov what he
considerd wer the chief£ and the fotos 185 to 194 axr thoze
fotose.

The thing ov 185 iz %heavy clay image, about a foot
high, @nd ceme frow some where & little south ov Kiché. The
things ov 186 ar a set ov shels, found im « tomb, on the
boundary between Guatemals snd Salvador. The two big shels;

wizich ar about foukteen inches long, hav the tail ends cut

Q
Fy

£2 not in the usual degree for blowing through; but with @
widexr opening; az if for speaking through. And one ov thoze
two shels, the left hand one in the foto; haz scratcht round
the outside ov it; half @ dozen groups ov marks that might be
teken to be hieroglyphics. In 187 and 188 you hav two slightly
differing views ov that shel by itself: each view showiﬁg the
same three groups ov marks az you saw in 186. 0On the back ov
188 the man haz signiiied thoze three groups by the nuabers

1, 2, and 3. Going round the snél, group number 1 haz no

other after 1t: but 2 and & axr followd by three others, which



o

the man calls 4; 5, and 6. And the remaining fotos, 189 to 94;
ar near views, in the mens own order, ov the six groups, one
by one: beginning with group 1. Group 6; 2z you see in foto
194; iz on the side the shel lay on, and iz nearly_worn off.

On my own judgm@nt; L supoze L might hav taken @ chgnce;
and given twenty or thirty dollars fox theze $hels. But the
ownexr considers that thoze shels ar the most exbtreriasryesnd-
extrordinary and valuable things in hiz pozession; or perhaps
thet wer ever found in Central America, and worth their weight
in gold, or a great deal mores. le haz the nerv to ask ten
thouzand dollars for them, and iz sending copies ov the fotos
%o @ll the muzeums he cen hear ov. le sStates that Hr Marlcy;
when he waz last here; saw thepl shels; and exprest himself
2z thunder struck: but unhappily while looking at them, waz
token with o sudden colic, and had to rush away. You might
enquire ov ir Morxley.

I wisht to rush away my self, but the man held omn to méi
and it_happend that he showd me a fotograf ov something else:
@ fu@(ogr&f ov & couple ov thoze flint things with brenching
blades: such @z hav been found at Xiriwf and else where.
theze particular ones; 2z by chence I lesrnd afterwards — the
man himself didnt know -~ had come from the neibourhood ov the
river Sastdn, where somebody had given them @z & prezent, %o
the governor ov the province. That governor, relinguishing
hiz post, brought the things with him to the cold country,
to the town ov Ghimalfenéhgo: vnd there sold then to a lawyer;

who in turn sold them to she money lender: who in Jiz turn



»

sold them (acording to hiz own statement to me) to an
Aperican colector for a thouzand dollars.— The American
colector (it may intrest you to knmow) waz & men calld Hill,
who seems to hav been here last year; colecting for a muzeum
in the western stetes - I dont know the neme ov the muzeunm,
bul o wazeum founded; or sustaind, or_something; by somebody
celld Paym: you probably know about it. 4nd I find that the
seme My Hill bought at the seme time the best part ov «
colection made by @ Kesaltendngo doctor; now dead. It waz

2 colection I had once seen, end hadnt thought much ov, but
My Hill Iw told, gave eight or nine hundred dollars for it.

The mil iz the only thing that Ive packt. Its yackt;
ready for shipment; in two boxes: maxkt U P B; numbers 1; and
2. 7The under stone; which 1z in box 1, not only waz & most
unhandy thing tq make safe packing ov; but makes when packt;
a load thats takes two men to 1lift it, let alone carxy it.
Thg packing iz 50 managed; however; that without too much
trouble; the stone; if nccescary, can be unpackt on the
beach; and the stone and the box handled separatly.

Wot having bought the colection thaty the bowl belongd
to, what likelihood ther waz ov getting an export pexrmit,
disapcarss &nd{l must be_rendy Lo fallAback on some variation
ov my old methods. If youve heard ov any other feazible way,
lately; ov getting entiquities out ov the country; that iz,

I wish you would let me know., Im told that

big packages,

3hat My Hida, thet I wmentiond, got hiz stuf out in a valise:

but the stuf waz small stuf. And even with smell stuf, I



look on the valise method @&z too risky for sny thing valuavle.
4n other American, Toms; just lagt February; trying to get some
thing out in a valise; Wa.z Qaught @nd had hiz stuf taken from
him. I find that Mr Dieseldorff haz kindly sent me a copy ov
hiz book, with 1ts dedication %o the preziden®: and I dare
say he had @ notion that that dedication might some day be
worth en export pexmit. Unluckily for him, that bluckemoor
prez;denﬁ; who had lasted since_l92l, haz just now been
poizond; or at least haz suddenly died. Ilr Dieseldorff wil
hav %o rite = new bocke.

“ﬁhat ever may be done about exportation, the few things
Lve bought; whether packt or fiot packt, ar at prezent in safe
hands. You wil see by the two letters I encloze, that the
things catalogd, 1091 to 4, hav been very kindly token charge
ov, in one way or other, by the Americen consul general, llr
Pnilip Hollsnd. 4nd Mr Hollsnd hints & possibility that he aay
even bé able to get the thinggrout ov the countixy for ydu;
under cover ov consular baggage.— In case you thought ov
riting to thank him, however; for anny thing he haz done or
may do; he warns me to tel you not to: 2z the riting, passing
through the hands ov clerks, might get him in trouble. A
great stink waz raizd here, not long ago; by the act ov a
Mexican oficial who waz foun§ prorting antigquities under
cover ov oficial luggage, and gelling tnem to snme American
muzeus. And ? neednt say its not to your owa intrest, elther,
that anybody - 1east’ov all in mugeum circles - should know

who helps you tc get out your things.
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The funds you sent ar not yet uzequp;but you had
better now send more, say $2000: adressing me, az I sald
beforey mmder care ov the Bgitish comsulat in Guatemala City.

They wil probably reach me in Chocold. After buying what
I may buy, in the neibourhood ov Kes&ltenﬁﬁgo, I mean to go
at once to Chocolé, and start sbme digginge I went to
Chocold in September, and began to lay out some work, but
the Pacific coast autum, this year, turnd out unusualy wet,
and I decided to leav digging +il November: occupying the interval
by seeing remaining colections. Ive beecn much delayd laitely,
by pack animals ariving late, or ariving sick, but I shal
get away from here in a day or two. My plans ar to dig in
Chocolé £il the beginning ov the Atlantic dry seazon, and
then take the hole ov that short seazon for work in the
neibourhood ov Kiriwé: and finaly make one shipment ov whet
I may hev bought end what I may hav dug up. Let me know
if you'want thoze plans any way changed. Ther waz some
expression in one ov your late letters, that almost sounded
az if you might went an imediat shipment ov the mil.

Yours very truly

. (Rt
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