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FROM LETTER ROBERT BURKITT TO G.B. GORDON, JANUARY 30, 1925

As for the word Balam (of which the proper spelling is Baala’m,
80) that word is an everyday word with the Maya Indians, and there is
no uncertainty about its meaning. It doesn't mean (as it does in most
Maya languages) a leopard, nor any other cat beast, but means a divinity
considered to be the lord of the woods (u yumil.l ikaax). He is to be
heard in storms, and whistling in the wind: and is even spoken of,
sometimes, as a wind, but when seen, which is by glimpses i;n the woods,
has the appearance - wunless he changes his appearance - of a human
being. Several people have declared to me that they have seen him.
Every place is supposed to have its presiding ‘_D_ga_]_.ég; and it is the
custom, especially at the time of planting cora, to make prayers and
offerings to the ga_a._l_glg of the place. The offerings may be incense,
and flowers, and honey, and game; and the prayers, for rain, or fine
weather; and the little ceremonies gone through, are conducted by a
particular sort of doctor, or priest, called a hme’n;- which 1is to say,
a Doer. -

But Chilam Balam, though it involves that vocable ’gaé;_ég.
is nothing that the Indians associate with that worship. I have
spoken to many Maya Indians, not only of the British Honduras neigh-
bourhood, but of other parts of Yucatan, both north and south, and
found not all of them, but many of them, familisr with at least the
neme, Chilam Balam; catching at it as soon as I spoke it. But their
tradition of what it was, though rather various and confused, was
never anything to do with that worship of the M, but something to
do with wars, and calamities - often with the end of the world; the
end of the world being something that was to come on with a wili,
universal war, extending even to birds and animals. Chilam Baalam,

4
according to one man, I remember, was a particular baalam, or divinity,



Jarn 30, 125
who should rule at that time: but with others, and most, was a book,

or a writing, hard to read, containing the prophecy of such a time, or

of such times. According to one person, an old woman from near the

town of Valladolid (I think it was), the writing of Chilam Balam was

on a stone, on a certain hill. The stone was partly sunk in the ground:

and once upon a time some bishop (as she called him) tried to dig to the
bottom of the stone, and read to the end of the writing. But it was not
permitted that he should read the end. The stone each night sank in the
ground, as much as the bishop had dug by day; and at length sank out of

sight.



Senahi
Cuatemala
1925, WMerch 2nd
My dear Cordon
I encloze you my momey acount, If you fimd it corect, I
beg you wil kindly let me hav the balemce in five ov Brown Erothers drefts
for $1000 eech: amd the remainmder, az near az may be, in fifties,

I rote you lest on Jemuary 20, from Ealize, I got back & few days
ago, and found your letter ov December 20, With your letter wer the
draefts you memtion, the copies ov the Wuzeum Journel for Jume, amd your
book: for all ov which I am wuch obliged,- Its & satisfaction to me to hav
your articles in the form ov a book. When the articles wer comimg ount in
the Journal, ther wer some thet I mist. Im very igneremt, but I supoze
your book may be slwost the only Americem thing ov its kimd since
Weshington Irving,

The colourd plates that you kindly wish to send me, I think had best
be shipt by Eggers and Heinlein, I supoze the plates wil be in something
ov the nature ov a box, which F and F can be instructed to put inside
some box ov their own, E and H showld be infoemd ov the value and met
wveight: and whether the plates ar loose, or in the form ov what the
customs here call a Libro empastado, that iz to say, a boumd book, A
wisteke in description iz lisble to cauz & fine,

Im gled to know that my shipment haz reascht you. You dont say
whether you hav gdet the post parcel, containing the pencils and other
things - the parcel I spoke ov in my letter ov December 18, The parcel
waz registerd, and I encloze youw the receit, By the by the small packet
thet I spoke ov having misleid, I found and posted by itself ez & regis-
terd letter en Decemter 23, 1 ad the receit for that, amd also the
receit for the parcel contairing my camera,

When you come to open the boxes, I should like tc kmow how the
pecking in Indien corr husks haz dosme, I cent usualy get wood wool, and
Ive been afraid that Imdian corn husks leose their sprimg, emd the
packing pets loose,- Amd Ive noticed that insects or something, sometimes
eet away my tickets, In cese you find the tickets hav disspeard from the
perts ov the stone 788 (which iz in boxes 1/8), I may tel you that the
packinmg ov the parts waz az follows:

box 1 comtaing N box 4 conteind L box 7 comteind U
"2 n b "R ” F it i BCEFCEH
- B - A n 8 » e, V JEMESTWIX

Yours very truly

. Bt



Senahi, Cuatemala
1925, March 1st

The Pemnsylvania University Vuseum irn account with R, Burkitt

1922 Jan
»  Aug
» Sep

1923 Dec
» ”

1924 ¥ar
”» ”

Pr
Am, §

To balance acording tq@ccouut rendered, 3186,
By Brown Brethers drafts dated 1921, De- M
CORBBE B o iliilivisnrivrvirinrerssnoks
To my time to date: Janmwery 27 to July 10
(see wy letters of 1922, Vey 14 and Ce-
cember 27): 5 months, 14 days: at $200

8 BORLR, it isiseevecsisssisnanennie 1840,
By Brown Brothers drafts ov August 4,....
» " » o » November 7,..
» cawers amd things: value according to
Fggers and Heinleins invoice€,.eeveeeess
Te my time to dater 1222, August 12, to
1924, Februery 12 (see my letters of
1922, December 27, end 1224, April 123):
18 monthi, T AN i Nl S in b
” yerieus expemses to date, namely:

5420.

Cash payments tc lamd owners or stewards,
for leeve to dig, amd for the lasbour [
they furnisht,- In some pleces, as in
Chocold, there was no charge for leave,
Mostly there wes., The leave, however,
was usually lumpt with the labour, and
the two cenmot be distimguisht., In the
case of three payments, it happenmed I
took receits: which I attach te these
sheets.

Cuat, $5612, at about 59 for 1,

100, 22
340,87

Am.$’....‘...’...:.’.Cﬁ.....”..

Cr
Am, ¢

1000.

1000.
1000.

01.



Dr

Back’o;".o:-’o-o-pn.-q:. 7715.87
1924 Var 1 contimued

Treating, tips, Christmas boxes:
Cuat.$786, at 55 for 1 (for 1922), 14.29
» %811 B8 * * U 1008/4 22.%2
. 820 0siedddideiseaddidiviinine BULEE 87.01

Labour paid directly: mestly diggers, but
alse carriers, cance men, guides, car-
penters, and others;
Cuat 1700, 8t B5 for 1,isecinrsens30.91
® 6888, " B9 T Tllisviseresdil, 02 143,93

Two extra pack animals,_and keep:
Cuat, $2850, at 55, 48,18
® 2200 ®EY 41,82 20.

Materials: Shovels, hoes, barrows, baskets
boards, etcetera, etcetera,: : .
Cuat, $622, at 55, 11.44

» 3868 " 59, 22.98
iR, viinidivs _24.22 58. 84

Photographic stuff, printimg, enlarging,
etceteras a great deal of printing was
bad, and had to be ordered two or three
times over:

Cuat, $029, at 55, 16.89
» 853, * 59, 15.51
% e A Bt o R 21.93 54,33

Telegrams noted, 2.27

- ——

“ VNay 21 To the emount the museum recovered from a
photographic dsaler, as stated in a
letter (G. B’ G“) Of this date’-:.-..loth 9.

» Sep 28 To finishing the drewings and catalegues
which T sent on April 13, amd on this datev

- ——l

Forward,o:o"cooa‘-:u.:-oo 8161.05

2091.



1924 Sep 28

1925 Feb 19

»

» »
” »
Mar 1

R s R
continued
as usual with me, I took probebly too
wuch time and pains with those things:
I will charge for only two months:.....
By Brown Erothers draefts dated 1924, De-

cember 31’ .I‘I....'Oﬂ.‘..0..‘..’...."....

To expenses of exportetion, namely:

Freight and porterage, from Saint Chris- .

tophers to Livingston, 16. 22
From Chocolé te Fort Barrios,
bil not yet receivd, - -

From Fort Berriecs to Livimgston, 2. 80

Carib captain and wenm, cash,
Rum, cigers, presemts to women, etceters,
Terpaulin,

British Honduras freight amd lighterecge, -

Consuler emd Custom house fees, with
typing,

Forters, cars, boys, servants,

Cables end rostages,

Vy fares to Balize town and back,

To my time: 1224, November 12 to December
o5 (see my letters of December 18 and
Jsnuvary 20), end subsecuently 8 days
getting back bhere: 1 month, 22 days,

Ey balanes &n date, . . iivivivineivaniive

---= E, and O; E, ===

By cemera expenses, following on my letter

ov January 30.

Dr

8161.05

800.

19,09

48,50
51. 36
2.80
12.

13,75
10. 87
6. 20
26.25

520,

- -

1000.

e e el S e T S ——

52380, &e

!
——f—— -——

0471, 86

R R dt

ot sl it ol s . s e i e Al

| 9471, 86




e u.ar 4 E 192

: I received your letters of Deceuber
8th end January $0th from Delize. I have ol-
‘nowleugci the sa»e errivel of the £2
boxes. I ousht before this to heve ge“nﬂuio*g
the receipt of the small paczagse you sent by pos
from Belize and the later the e envelope containin
sone sazaall fra ments. As all ouk mer have 7’
baen very busily engeced upon the inastaellation of
ew uﬂ?ﬂtlwﬁ ccllectLon’ aince the arrivel of
your caces tzey have not et been opened. AnXe-
ious asg I an to look at then they will have to
renein until the present job is campleteé‘

G
& AR

I have read with great interest yﬁur
8000&%* ol your trip up the 014 Rivers I mey
wish to print your notes on Chilem Balan in the
JPE?TAL and I presume that ‘you heve no objections.

I notice by vaar agceounts that the

“nseun owes you 15, 230.36. This sum will be
sent to you in the way you indicate as soon as
the Ireasurer can have the drafis issued by the
bankers.

I thenk you for rour mezoma;uuﬁ,rc~"” -
ing the boxes and their paeins. Just as soon oo
I ean hﬂve aaze opened shall write you sbout the
condition in vhich I find then.

£ g by

S
o

Very sincerely yours

&

Jirector
. e e
Fen @ S < sl Sl APl el whe
Senshu /
A7 2 Ty %
v& 838 83
Cuftedalm

Centralinmerica




Senahd
1925, April 14
¥y dear Cordon

Ive just had your letter ov Verch 24, 1In glad
to know you got the packet with the Indian peacils.

Looking over my letter ov Jenuary 30, thet you
speak ov, I see theres something I didmt bring out cuite az
vlain ez ‘it wez in my owa mind. On the third psge ov the
letter (in case ov my notes beiss vged im the Journel), you
might meke an slteration., After the words SUCH TIVES (about
helf way down the page), go on in this ways

And I waz struck by the feect that more than one person
.thought that the ritiepg ov Chilem Eslew waz a riting on
stone, Acording .to ome such persom, &n old womsn from
near the town ov Valladolid (I think it waz), the stonme
.ov Chilam Balam there, with its riting, stood on a
certain bil.

Thea after CERTAIV! BIL, go on az I rote.
You may look at & few pictures I snapt, though
they hav nothing to do with my nctes.
.175: Balize Herbour: Fort Ceorde poiat, fromw the
Covernment House quay,
176: Beligze: Night fell on the swemp at the wireless
.towers. '
177¢ Christwas merning in pejames: Mahogany men &nd &
Doctor.- You see very plein in this one the efect ov
the leaky shutter.
172: A mahogepy leandiag .on the Cld Eiver,

Flease let me remind you.gv the cooy ov the Hills

end 'the Corn feiry tale to send to: the édress et the emd ov
'that letter, ‘ 2
‘Yours ‘very :truly

R Qi



receiving the par 7 G0 e
, . KARNGOA =
NOTE--- The Colonial Postmaster will (not in conseque ice of-any Tegal liability,”but voluntary and as an #

S
\

T‘k;’zz far the parcel contaiming the camers,
No.. “)":f . BRITISH HONDURAS PARCEL POST.

From ., : WEM@% J

A Parcel Addressed fo-_tﬁé_w'@i (4

ervney [z«%ww-@/

Signature of Officer

act of grace) give compensation to an amount no exceedmg 20 shillings for the loss and damage of
parcels sent by Parcel Post between British Honduras and the United Kingdom. Compensation
if any will be given for parcels from and to other Places in accordance with the regulations for the
exchange of parcels between British Honduras and those places.
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April 27,19

iy dear H;redtt- . L L

-~ nave your letter of A»xril 14th

cnd hove talen note of its contents. i
fe meke »he corrections according o your:
1% wz& you for %ﬁze Metogmphs Df R

, There wes no &elay in sen iﬁ,u 8-

cop" 0f jour %m{m, TED “,ULM;} ARS TET’ 3{}2‘1‘: t{}
hor ilan  teveus 1000y Je Je

Ean&ms, but I en a:*‘*mi&:fi,

it %o you in ay m..ﬁ ﬁs‘&@fr. ,

0*33.& ﬁeeiﬁe@. ‘::9 senﬁ

:have had this
weoted wg &% mnr who pronounces it
execllant in evw;; ¥ 1 .am sending Fou. <
the acgEslves which ;16: 513.& ¢ in his testse.
The cemera is going: forward 50 -esSsra. Tigoers
and Ieinlein ‘f,:;.t?l the re{“z}.ﬁs‘t that they forsg
ward it with { amr nexd 331:@’”’\44:22 to I.z;ssm. e

)
=ey S

He Chiomy 0CY & Coly

T Tour
sane mall oo

Very sincerely rours

4 a4
‘ s e AR

o

[

- s

ESSa— 1

J 331 rs ‘-301

le, 1 n“am.z

I
darsii.




- 71?515?11‘ 28, 1925

L %"ﬁeazv e mz"*“it% 5 5

. Tt sey f‘.iz ¢ you
it : xxcrcw}.oh dranfts on esyrny
Brovwa Brothers & w., few 1 ori
nos. - 9658 F to 5670 F & ;.3.11%3.133 L
in all to EF»‘.},{:’EQu.S»;“) in foll V ‘
settlement of tht Heccqﬂz A e
2 - mzv@ar 24 by you Cotod Lardh R
A et BB i The dunlie mu of =
'%QMG arefts ero {j‘uﬂl{" oMoyl
in this .mul wRder -8ope r&‘t“ COVCTe
o ' S o iZU sou be kind :}z}m,;:-;h #
i \ .50 ac;nm':lmwf i.e-“: reoaist of o 4
*."‘_the{;m‘hs : : >

e - AN '\ 77» ) i ¥ 4 . 3
: > s L sy Fawmy ey osroaey -1
H AL Cu RS 5 ‘3’3':3! Vl-ﬁ}.ltg ﬂj- C‘,‘l’!g e b
— Lsab. Yroe Fuver
N -

‘.. " ¥R, ROBERT BULKIT 3
= Senahu , :

Alta Verapaz LT

Guat eizul&, Sentral America -






Senahy
Cuaterals

1225, Vay 18

Vy dear Cordon
I hav just hed your

letter ov April 27, along with the
drafts for $5280.8€, for which I em
much obliged,

Apd T er wuech obliged to you for
your kind trouble sbout the cemere:r and
for sending the book to Balige.

Yours very truly

Rt westt



e

. and nending your last shipment of twenty two
by -_:cases. ,_;vemmﬁb wes found ;.E excellent cone

e ;mmmmpimaﬁ ~elmost everything is'pree .
- served. ﬁzeygaméethar very well and mkea;

 and how he would be attended. = I am guite eonw- .
- vinced that the use of the fan in this picture

June 8, 1925

iy dear Burkitt:

e are now in pmeess o*’ unpacking

tion. The sionc from Chocols went together
quite zaerfeetly and only & few small chips om
the fece are migsing. I will send you & pho= -
togreph &f the stone when we have i‘k menﬂea..‘

L mmmsﬁm.%ﬁmmﬁsme
alsc beenmmeﬁmxamgmta Tind. mﬁﬁhey'

very gm}& ap The piloture on Fo. 1086
is & remarkable one zm& I believe aiffers from =
any other knowncexample in that 1t shows shet iz

an@arenﬁg & comaon imié.ent in the 1ife of the :
ruler. . It shows how he was geing on.a journey

corregponds to our idea of a mn's use and \.s.lthaugh, o
it is mode exactly in the way as the soplador '
which is not used inm this *my, the personage in the
picture is evidently using it either o fon himself
or {0 keep awey the flies. 1In certain islands of
the South Bcag™%sfly whisk is & prerogative of = 5
chief and an emblem o7 hi.s chieTtainship. Fossibly
thiw uue of the fan is s cmething similar. I will

e you more fully whra the menmzze; of the esllesw
ti cz: f-’call have been finished.

: . I shall be le.f?. ‘o hear from you at *a?m'z:f?
leisure vhenever you have enything to sayp Are Foa
thinking of going on ez‘«n”i,h«—%z’ journey for us?

Very sincerely yours e

Hl. ROBYRT BURIITT : Mrector
Senahu : ,
alta Verapaz, Cusbenela



. July 15, 1925
1y dear Burkitt:

» ‘e have made good pros . »

| : brogress In repairing

zi.gna iz_}mgrg:}ggtig order your last shipment. eé‘héw r:'gtfﬂ*

vacati:oné.z} 9& ??tgﬁsifge;h %lg el R theiré
: g b %, ; W Ope - 3 N

yhotagmphs/ that may be of intemsbtgf;ﬁ.ym S

Two of the lookins . :
2, oguere onde hawo. boch Tamish mms i DEon, 02 00
it together cud apte ‘ 1€ Dieces seem
complote. T fint thes the piates g oiiereSre i |
which-the surfaces of the n Dlates of minbtesdl iofy
pyrites.  The man who Hods thobe #X@rteEneddidn his
possession large orystals of pyrites from which he sawed
the faces. The sawed surfaces were then ground down 80 -
that the plates were of an even thiclkmess end fastened
to the stone tablets with the nstural faces free. Ths
edges were coaxed together and where the natural forms 4id
not exactly fit, the meker helped them by grinding the
ﬁﬁge 2B e 3 . :

- : Daring the long buriel, the surfeccs of the
plates had become oxidized and therefore changed in colour
fron¥tight yellow to dark brown or black. The interior -
of the platesopa-still unoxidized snd consist of pure :
iron pyrites or saﬂg%’ef irone.

; 1 am assuning that your guess is right in
ealling these ebjects looking glasses for I caniot ime
ecine any other use for them. Certainly when ithey were
now and the surfaces polished, they would give & brilliant
reflection. They are the only objects of the kind that
nave over boen Tound. rolished tableis of obsidien have
boen found in Memico and Central America und have becen
called mizrors, but these are the first examples of &

- very different Itind show'ng great ingemity and sklll.

Regarding the black pitchlike substance which
vou found with the mirrory 1 do not vet know whether this
==~ ~ mwhetannn nlaced over the surfage of the mirro:s at

- At il 24 wanr The




o  Tery sinc erely yours :




Senand
vie Puertc Earrios
Cuetemele
1626, July £0

¥y deer Cordon 3

Ive bed your letter ov June €.
Inr glad teo know that wy pecking turad out
right,. #er the Kishpék mirrcrs umpackt
without mishap? 1 revexber 1 wez afraid ov
thee, - %hen you cowe to the vottery
fregments 807/8, I should be glad to know
whether you hav asy good specimens ov that
style ov riting.

Ive hed my time teken vr, 2ad Ive done
0o more diggiag: though ther waz e momeat iam
the dry scezon when I ceme near digging, 1
had vizited seme mounds, ard encaced e pan
to send sore lebour, put whea the time cawme
thet T might hev uzed the labour, ther waz
none to be had, When the reims ar over I
ray dig agein in sgome ov the old places,

I bav te ackmawledge & courle ov ¥uzeun
Journals: ome number for last Decewber, foll-
owd just now by the anuwber fer lest Seotenber,

Im sorry to see in sowe mews vaper that
one ov the Vuzeum staff iz lately dead,

Yours very truly

R Rt



Senahd
‘via Fuerto Berrios
Guatemala
1925, August 4th

¥y dear Gordon

Ive just had your letter ov'éuly ISth, about
the Kishpsk leoking glasses,~ That the Indians had looking
glasses ov some sort, I think ther camt bs much dout, becauz
they hev a word for looking glasses in their languades,

About this black pitchlike substance, that you say I
found with the mirrors, Im at a loss to know what you hav in
wind, You séem to speeak ov the stuff az if it waz something
I hed sent you, What iz its number? I remember that grave
auite well, and I remember nething like piteh ia it, Ther
waz nothing on top ov the mirreors but 2 film ov mud, a2z you
cen see ‘in the fotograf,

Az for the cementing ov the money to the plates, all I
know ebout it Ive put down ‘in ®y catalod¢, under the bead ov
1084. I should judge thet you bad mot yet come to that
number,

In intrested to know what you say asbout the sawiag ov
the mineral, amd the use ov the natural polisht surfaces,
And I should like te hear more: particularly on two points,
If the polisht surfaces ov the momey are all matural, how is
it that shexxszxx some ov them ar not guite flat, but
decidedly curvd? Im my cetalog I didnt separate the imstances
ov that, but T know ther ar several. Im mot sure, but I
alwost think thers em instance ‘included ia the lot 1090,

And again if the polisht surfaces ar matural, bhow iz it
that thers ofen slate close under the surface? I spoke ov
thet slate formatios under the numbers 1014 and 1022: which
perhaps also youve not yet come to.

Yours very truly

O (2 =t
R N e
\



auéﬁst 7. 1925

Bear Barkitt'

Tumbers 897 snd 898 sare different
from anything we huve. These panels undoubte
~edly contain Initial series in some fom of
j.hzerogLJnhics but I cannot make anything of
fhem. The conditions under which they were
found and the autiyuse appearance of the frage
nents lead me to suspect that they may not
have been mude by the people, who buried them
but thuat these may have acyuired them as

fragments or as relics and kept them on account

of sonme particulasr association.  The faot
- that no other parts of the vessels couid be
s Tound, woul& seem to. confirm this idea.‘A ‘;1

You wrote at one. tiwe that tha

’v,lndians at the present time hse pottery in soﬁa‘

~of their witchcraft or ceremonies at their

- fires, but I did not understund the reference.
Could you give me andthlng further along this
line%?

With best regards

Very sincerely &ours

Director

¥MR. ROBERT BURKITT
Senshu

Alts Verapaz
Guatemals




September 4, 1926

Ey dear Burkitt~
Your Latter of August 4 came to hand.

1 was wrong about the ‘dark substance
wyrapped up with the mirrors having any pitch in
it. It was simply duark mud as 1 found by placing
it in water. I have not yet come fo Ho. 1064
as I have been interrapted in the unpacking of -
your collections. When I shall have resumed it
and taken up again the study of. your cataloguo,z;
I will wrlte you more. ,

. Ve have now ready a portfollo of
twenty five plates of Maya pottery, some Of e
them obtained through’ yous I have & capyfof 4his
portfolio for yon but _do not know how to send”it
- withoant your instructions. I should he sorry ta~';*‘;g,,
have it lost in transportation as it ig an expen- '
sive business and the price at which we are com=

velled to sell it to our subscribers is aixty

dollarse.

- The Museum wishes to prasent you with,;
a eevy and I only await your instructions re~-"
garding the means of transnortatiun.‘ B

Very sincerely yours -

. Direetor
¥R. ROBERT BURKITT
Senshu, Alta Veravaz
Guatemnala




Senahd
via'Puerte Barrios
Cuatemala
1925, Septemder 7

¥y dear Corden
1 bav had your letter ov August 7, end Im
much obliged for what you say about 897/8.

With respect to your cuestion asbout my speakiang ov
‘pottery at fires, perhaps you wer thinking ov sometbing
I seid under 1059, I dare say ‘it escaped your notice
‘that that 1059 waz found at a fire place, I had spoken
ov the fire place under 10651/83, Indians at their witeh
fires ofen uze pieces ov brokem pottery for wind breaks
and ash pans, And it simply ocurd to me to offer that
az am explanetion - if an explanation waz wented - ov the
state ov 1059, 1069 waz a stray fragment, without other
parts: and found at a fire place.

Speaking ov 1059, what deo ibu rake, at the muzeunm,
ov the geometric picture which waz the intrest ov that
piece? The picture recurd on other pieces, the best
example being that ov 902.,- Somethinpg else I should like
to know, iz what the green pencil, 919, iz made ov. I
supozed it might be malechite,

I shel be glad to see the fotografs you kiadly
speak ov sending: and a fotograf ov the stone 788, when
the stome iz set up, would be very dezirable to send to
Chocol4,

If you adress letters to me az you see on top, it
wil some times cauz them to reach me a week soomer,

Yours very truly

N :
A PO



E. 8. The camers you kindly sent me, duly arived, aad
Ive been trying it. Im efrsid your fotografer didnt test it
‘for the particular defect in ouestion, I enclogze you = couple
ov negativs, You see the dark cirzcle ‘in .the middle, justi the
size ov the lenz,VWhepever ther iz am interval ov a week between
two pictures on a roll, the second picture ‘iavariably bhaz that
dark circle, Usualy, an interval ov two or three days iz enough
40 preduce the efect: and Ive omce or twice noticed it, though
feint, after emly one dey.

Ive tried putting & cap on the lenz, but the sams thing
happeas: and ‘it haprens while the cawers iz shut, Ive made trial
by winding off a piece ov film without opening the camera, and
the blank negativ, afterwards, hed the usual dark circle in the
middle,

Ive never had the thing bheppen with other cameras, but now
it haz happend twice over with theze, and I begin to think it iz
something constitutional in this brand ov camera, which iz ean
Fastmen Number 2 C Special, This 2 C, without being a miniature
thing, 42 a very neat size to hang on your saddle, The post card
size iz a little too big, But ov ceurse with this thing
heppening, the camera iz elmost useless. It may be that ther iz
some eagzy remedy, 'if I only pew ity and I should be much obliged
if you would kindly pess the omestion oa, to the makers, er to
somebody who knows about thege cameras.

The makers wil probably try eand put you off by asking to
bav the camera sent to be examindr but thers no way to send it
from this country without taking mere trouble than its worth:
and if thers no eazy remedy, perbaps you might be so kind omce
more &2 to send me an other cameras either one ov theze, fully
tested for the defect, or some other roll camera ov sbout the
same guelity, Ferhaps the Fastran Number 1 A Special
(advertized at about $56.) beg nothing the matter with it. The
camera should come with a colour filter ard portrait atachmeant
and & couple ov desen rolls, and an extra cable release, az
they call it, but no leather case, But I would much rather
hav & remedy for the other camera, il ~



Senahd
vies Fuertec Barrios
Cuatemele
1625, September 28
My dear Cordon
Ive just had your letter ov September 4, Im
much obliged tc you for wishing to giv me & cepy ov yeur
veluable set ov rlates,.

The wey to send them to me, wil be through ¥essrs Eggers
end Beinlein, ov £ and 681 Fesrl street, New York:asking them
to put the pecket inside some box ov their ewn, in & shipment
ov cargo, Isupoze you wil send the packet to F end E between
thin beerds, or something ev the sort, fer protection egeinmst
otber things in their box§, I wouldnt complicate matters by
mentioning oy neme,- simply say theat you ar sending the thimg
to their customers, ¥essrs K, Chawpney eand Compeny, ov
Guetemela: whom ov course I shal edvize,

You must tel E end B the value ev the tbimg, ené the net
weight, including the weight ov tke cover (if ther iz & cover):
apd describe the thing &z conteiring so many sheets ov
lithogrefs (or fotegrefs, or whatever they mey be)., I supoze,
fron your saying portfolio, that the sheets ar loose,” But if
they ar permenently bound together so az to make & book, then
cell it a book, a book ov litheoprefs, A fault ov description
iz lieble to cauz & fine,

The way to send ordirery fotografs or pictures here, toe
big to put in a letter, iz to put them between the leavs ov
some pamflet, amd put the pemflet in a card board tube, and
send the tube by commcn post, not registerd. And thets much
guicker thep by carge. The edventape ov sepding by cargo, iz
pot perheps that its muck safer, but that if a thing iz lest,
you ¢ar ¢leim insurence: az happend not long ago in the cese ov
that cemere you sent me,- I look feorwaré with much pleesure to
seeing your pictures,

Yours very truly

!



Qetoker 27,1926

Dear Burkitt:

. I am sending tﬁdd to Eggers and Heinlein
0of New York the 8 ckage containzng the Portfolio of
which I wrote jou recently. I have slready notified
them of ‘my intention and am conforming stricetly to
~the instructions that they have given me, supnlying

" ‘them with invoice in triplicate on which the vaiue

and the net weight are given. I am writing to
Kensett Chamnney and Company of Senshu, ilta Verapaz
to look ont for this nrackage and to deliver it to

‘)0 L

As soon as I received your le tter about
the camera, I wrote to the Eastman Kodak Company,
who replied that they had already heard from you
on this matter and that they were making investiga-
tions to ascertain the cause of the trouble. They
beiieved that they were on the track of a discovery
“which would enablie them to tell you how to avoid
the tronble in the future. It appears to be certain
that this behaviour is caused by the climatie con-
ditions in Guatemala and is one which rarely occurse.
I hope that you will hear from the Zastman people
and that they will be abie to make good.

Very tru., yours

Director

¥R, ,OB”RT BURKITT
Senahu, Alta Veranay
Gnatemela

"Pe S. In thelinvoice I have described the article sas
a portfolio conteining loose plates of collotype en-
gravings, valued at $60. There are 256 plates enclosed

in the portfolio together with a nrinted list of these

pvlates. The whole is enclosed in a printed paper
jacket and is »nrotected by a heavy portfolio.



November 10, 1925

Dear Burkitt:

Egeers and Heinlein have
informed me that they will ship my -
package containing the portfolio of
&6 plates in their next shipment to
Champney & Compeny, which will 0
forward on the l4th instant.
would like to hear from you upon its
errival as to whether it is received
in good eondition and whether ell
the 25 sletes as well as the index
and title pace are saftes

Very truly yours

Director

MR, ROBERT BURKITT
Senahu

Albe Verepaz
Guatenala



KENSETT CHAMPNEY & CO' Sepacuité November 13th 1925.

FINCA “SEPACUITE” SENAHU.

Address for Foreign Letters:

’
PANZOS, ALTA VERAPAZ, GUATEMALA

Cable address:

.
“SEPACUITE GUATEMALA"

A. B. C. CODE 4TH, 5TH & 6TH EDITION.

G:.B. Gordon Esqr..
The University Museun,
Philadslphia.

Dear Sir:-

In view of your letter of the 27th ulto.,
we will attend to the package you are sending through
Messrs. Eggers % Heialein,Ianc. and ourselves to
Mr. Robert Barkitt,turning it over to him without
opening as soon as received.

Yours very truly,

5y

T Txx@bbﬂ“{ | Yo ui ryled ™ G



Senahd
vie Puerto Barrios
Cuatenala
1925, noviembre 24

¥y dear Cordon
: This iz just toc say thet I hav

your letter cv Cetober 27, I look forward
with great intrest, az I said, to seeing the,
pictures: and the arivel ov ther wil ov course
be lookt out forz

I alsc hav to sknowledge the receit ov a
Vugzeur Journal for June,

Yours very truly



Livingston
Guatemala
1925, December 25

My dear Gordon
This iz to let you know that Ive

receivd your twenty five pictures, together with
the index and cover, all in good order, Its very
kind ov the muzeum to send me theze things, Im
sure Ive done nothing, and dont expect to do any
thing to dezerv it, Az for thoze fine pictures,
you must hav had many congratulations on then,
and you certainly hav mine, 1In the case ov
picture pots with long pictures, or with double
pictures, and in fact in the case ov almost any
thing except image work, thoze reprezentations
ar more convenient to look at than the original
pots, ==I should like 1o know whether the printed
colours ar fast, or wil be afected by a damp air,

I spent a couple ov hours looking at the
pictures, Most ov them, though fiot all ov them,
decidedly reminded me ov one orf other ov my own
finds, To mention one thing, I waz reminded ov
my bowls 937 and 8, and the pattern on them, I
waz struck by seeing elements ov the same pattern
(az I thought) re-apearing, with variations, on
your XIV, and XIII, and most plainly, on the rim
ov XXV, I should like to ask what antiquaries
make ov the geometric picture on XIV: and whether
you would consider it to be a transformation ov
the geometric picture on my 902 and 1023, I
supoze thers no end ov such questions.

Yours very truly, and wishing you a happy
new year

Aecatle o
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