Senebhd, Cuatemela
1921, Jeanvary 1st

The Fenngylvenie University Vuzeum in ecount with B, EBurkitt
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1620 Nov 1 To belence, acerding to scount renderd, €50, 24
” Dec 18 Ey drefts ov Centennisl Natiomal Eank,
nurbers 5288/97, dated November £3,..
» 7 21 To outstending bils receivd (see my
letter ov 1920, November 17):
Cart freights, Cuat,$422,50: at
exchange av 24 :for 1 . i udveenv oo 18,02
River freigbtaiiciciviiiisidisdiisen 18.10
Wharfingders and porters, Livingston,. 8. 70
Grub ‘and’ 10dging oo dividiiaiosviiie vy 8..25
Pattien, - various iiiiiiliddinidcwdide 5.00
B - » By balenece to date, i cilidiiisidiidaees
702, 81

1621, Jan 1 To balence in my fevour,.........Qpericem $202.8
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o By, A

@ {des, Tiuiheht # s o
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Senahd
Cuatemals
1921, January 3

My dear Cordon
I rote you last on Lecember 19, in anser to

yours ov November 23. The page proofs you mentiond hav since
come,. The fotos, not yet. I send you the page proofs under
an other cover. 1 hav wade some trifling alterations here and
there, end I hav made the page references in the foot notes
agree with the new page numbers, If you wish, ov course I
shal be glad to read theze proofs agein, but I shouldnt think
ther would be any needs Ive been over the Indian with a2 great
deal ov c¢are, and 2ll I could find to corect waz two or three
accent mwarks missing, and & single mis-print, I dont know how
I didnt see it before, the mis-print in the Indiam title.- You
wil see what you think ov wy alteration in the cover title; I
like to sey a word wore sbout the tale and the riters, and to
mention the part ov the world where the language iz spoken:-
Subject also to your aproval, Ive put on the title page a
sentence from an suthor I waz lately reading, and put on the
first page ov the preface a foot note about the spellingi- I
acknowledged the receit ov a Mugeum Journal, some time ago, and
I bav receivd an other: for which I am much obliged: That
exibit ov gold must hav been a great atraction,

Yours very truly,end wishing you a

happy new year, Q ﬁ}L&A&4a |Q
( 1 ‘ ;
V}Y 4 U - K_/Q\

10y



Senahd
Cuatemala
1221, Jenuery 10

¥y dear Cerdon :
I rote you last week, sending you back the

rage proofs: to which you wil see that I encloze & ¢haser.

I new send beck the nine prints, which bav just cone,
Ive put lebels on seven ov them, The other two, with your
permission, I omit, They wight be guite wel in e popular
publicetion, but a2 person who new the country would see at
ocnce that they wer not reprezentetiv. The boy beside the
woman iz some town scamv in creole clothes., The women sit-
ting in the mwiddle, in the other picture, iz evidently some
planters whore,- I find 211 theze prints on my list, that I
sent you? The list waz in two sheetsy perheps you bhav mis-
laid the second sheeti- I like very mueh the way you hav
managed the Tiburtius prints All the prints ar better then
I expected.- I wish though, thet it could be possible to
orit ell the four prints thet come after.numbeﬁJII. Ther iz
nothing objectionable in them, in themselvs: but to my mind
they bhav too mueh the apearasnce ov being dragd in, Hewever,
do 2z you pleaz;

Yours very truly

R Brarkt—

It strikes me just now - Idont know what use you mey
intend for my old Chami pictures, but ther iz one ov .them that
if you wisht, you might work in here with some degree ov apro-
priatness: thet iz the Chams picture nubber 11. It right come
in here az FPlate IV, with this title:

On the way to Sekléch: the hollow ov Chams
See'page 203, note 6



prezentetiv, I should ke much obliged if you would wire me the word Abendond.=- The lest I rote you

waz on dJanumery 10,

During Jenwery the lazst ov the outstending bils against the Wuzeunr cewe in, amd
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I encloze you the Muzeur acount to the first ov the year.=- Yours very truly V/

Senehd
1221, VNarch i1st
Vy desr Cordon
Ive got 2 wire from you reading sz follows: Ferpose
sending representetive immedieste conforwith you :and imvezitigaette
will you beatzepehuw wires,- The wire came yesterdey, epd I havéwired
this smser: Coing Huebuetenango, weit letter,- I hav an engegement
on the other side ov the country, amd your wire catches me just ez I
am sterting, Eut your repregeatetiv way leav, if he wishesg, @z soom
az this reaches you: end I em sure, I should be very gled to see him.
Be can cowe either to Fort Earrios or Chenperice, and from
there teke the train to FReteslulew end San Felipe.: EBarrios and Chem-

verieco, I supoze you know, ar conected by railwey threugh Cuatemale

City: and Sen Felipe, on the Facific side ov the country, wil be the
nearest stetion to we., I should mweet your men either in San Felipe
or Cuesaltenange., Sean Felipe, which iz down in the hot country, iz
the reilwey steticn for the big town ov Cueseltenenge: which iz up
in the cold country, seven or eight thouzend feet high. You meke
the climb in & diligence, or sowe thing on wheels.

Your man should sire me on hiz arivel at the coest. Vy ad-
ress wil be this:

Eoberto Eurkitt
rdo, a Ascoli y Cempafiis
Huebuetenango
I should be 2ble to resech Cuesaltenengo within two or three days, I
supoze, ov getting hiz wire, If he got to Cuesaltenango before nme,
he should incuire at Ascoli’s for telegresms. Ascoli end Compenmy
bav en esteblishment in Cuesealtenenco,

Ov ecourse I hav no idea what your reprezentativ may wisb to in-
vestigate. If he wants to see the ruins ov Xolchdn, or amy ov the
ruins thaet I sent you draewings ov, he wil find himself 2lready on the
prover side ov the country. He cen get & besst in Cuessltenengo, and
I cen ro ebout with him.~- He ought to come provided, in thet cese,
with a Nclellen ssddle, or some cheap saddle: it iz not always eazy
to get a2 saddle.

When he leavs Filedelfie, you would do wel to wire me. If you
wire me the one word Ferrios, or Chanmverice, I wil understend that on
the date ov your wire, he bhaz left for one or the other port, The
shortest ceble adress I can giv you wil be Eurkitt, Asceli, Fuehue-
tenengo.~ If for eny reszon you asbandon the idea ov sendimg your re-
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j THE GREATEST TELEGRAPH AND CABLE SYSTEM IN THE WORLD. EXTENDS OVER TWO-THIRDS OF THE WAY AROUND THE EAR

: THE POSTAL TELEGRAPH-CABLE COMPANY (ncorroraten) VUL N 39
TRANSMITS AND DELIVERS THE WITHIN MESSAGE SUBJECT TO THE FOLLOWING TERMS AND CONDITIONSI™ .

Tars Covpany may decline to forward any message, though it has been accepted for transmission, but in case of so doing, shall refund to
the sender the amount paid for its transmission

THIS COMPANY WILL NOT ASSUME ANY RESPONSIBILIT‘Y IN RESPECT TO ANY MESSAGE BEYOND THE TERMINTUS

OF 1TS OWN LINES. : : : O
To guard against mistakes or delays, the sender of a message should WRITE IT LEGIBLY and order it REPEATED] that'is, tele
back to the sending statich for comparison. For such repeating, an additional charge of one-quarter the regular rate will be made,
1t is agreed between the sender of the message on the face hereof, and this Company, that said Company shall not be liable for mistakes or
delays in the transmission or delivery, or for non-delivery, or mis-delivery. of any unrepeated message beyond the amount of that pertion of the
;{harge wﬁlich may or shall accrue to t}l}\is C(‘.iompany out of(}hﬁ amﬁunctreceived fgoﬁl the st;encllexi’flor thi&?ompany ind the other companies by whese
ines such message may pass to reach its destination; and that this Company shall not be iable f i esint. issignrer, deli -
non-delivery, or mis-delivery, of any repeated message beyond fifty times the extra sum receiv!(ﬂ:y %?EC pam:sm tha&lﬁﬁgmmjw a“ 0 , b4
such message over its own lines. (2 7 i ¥
dTh_ls Ct.ompany is hereby made the agent of the sender without liability to forward any message by the lines of any other company to reach
8 destination. .
No responsibility regarding messages attaches to this Company until the same are presented and accepted at one of its trarismitting offices;
vnd, if any message is sent to such office by one of this Company’s messengers, he acts as the agen r the purpose of delivering
message and any notice or instructions )egmding it to the Company’s agent in its said office. Messagdsgent he Company’s office by private
\vgre or }':elephone are sent at the sender’'srisk of errors or failuresin such service and all of the terms and conditions herein shall apply to the message
throughout. " S
This Company shall not be liable for damages or statutory penalties in any case where the claim is not presented in writing within sixty days
after the filing of the messaze. s
. This Comwany shall not be liable in any case fer delays arising from interruptions to the working of its lines, nor for errors in cipher or ebscurd

nessages. 2 i bt

This is an UNREPEATED message and is transmitted and delivered by request of the sender under the conditions named abowe.
. Itisagreed that prompt and correct transmission and delivery of this message shall be presumed in any action for recovery of tells therefer, sub- .
ject, however. to reluttal by competent evidence. :

he above terms and canditions <hall be binding upon the receiver as well as the seader of this message.
No employee of this Company is authorized to vary the foregoing. 3 .
CLARENCE H. MACKAY, PRESIDENT. -
CHARLES C. ADAMS, EDWARD REYNOLDS, VICE-PREST. AND GENERAL MANAGER. CHARLES P, BRUCH,
VICE-PRESIDENT. VICE-PRESIDENT.

THE FASTEST TELEGRAPH SERVICE IN THE WORLD
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Senahdg

: 1221, September 28
Ey dear Gordon

: I hav bere got your letters dated February 11, February
19(VMiss VMcHughs letter), February 22, Verch 11, Warch 22, June 8, and
June 18, I hav also got your drafts fer$150:24 and $52.07: fer which
I am wmuch obliged, T got back from the Pacific side in the first
days ov this month, but imediatly I had te go on to Lankfn, and I am
only now able te rite to you.

The last I rote you waz on May 20 in Momostenangdo. I hav made
two separat trips on the Mugeum acount: one in the north westera EKu-
chumatins, and to Xolchin: the other in the eastern Emchumatdms, in-
cluding Chipdl, The first trip, I find, took me from Vay 28 to June
11: 15 days. The second, from July 17 to Augdust 7v 22 days. Tetal,
87 deys., I am not able to distinguish my exvenses in that time, but
I wil charde you a lump sum ov $300: to which however I must ad $15
for hire ov labourr becauz I took the opportunity to do some little
expvlorindg jobs in Saint Francis, and in the Xoch.

I hev come to the conclusion that the Chiﬁ%l region would be the
best for you to begin at: but let me say a word about the north west,

‘ One droup ov mounds that I vizited iz on 2 waste flat at the
village ov Saint Verks: on the oppozit side ov the ravine from Jacal-
tensngo.- More extensiv ruins ar thoze in the neibourhood ov Stiapdk,
az it iz ealld, in the valley ov the Ixcoy river, between Ixcoy and
Soloma, Among thoze ruins I noticed remains ov mortar objects like
some ov theze in the yard at Chipdl,- At the place calld Hem4, which
you wil find markt on the sheet ov my old Ways4d drawing, the principal
building iz something like that that iz markt number IV on my Yolcho-
nidp sheet, but iz peculiar in having spiral stairs.

I encloze you & few fotos ov Yolchonsp and Payhil, I hav takenm
some others but hav not yet got them printed. Number 1 iz a view ov
the princival Yolehondp building, with the stairs snd platforms behind.
The view iz teken frow what in the drawing that you hav, iz the right
hend side; Number 2 iz a2 closer view,

3, 4, and 5, er in the Payhfl ruins;, In looking at my Payhil
drawing, I might remind you that none ov the stgﬁfs that cut so much
figure there, ar stairs to step up and down. For exemple the stairs
between the yard XXIX end the terrace XXI, ar each ov them az high az a
man, or higher,~- Foto 8 iz the near corner (az it iz in the drawing)
ov the strande building XV; 4 iz 2 closer view, Foto 5 iz looking



from near the same corner, tewards the building 'V, It iz plain the
ruins hav been uzed az a ouarry: very likeky at the time that the old
village church waz built: itself now a ruin.,. In the fore ground eov
this foto you see some ov the stone slabs that stard on the little
‘platform XIX, Most ov thoze slabs ar actuwaly nockt over: but in the
drawing, I hav reprezented all but one ov them in their proper upright
pozition, The one that I took the trouble to show thrown down, iz the
one that you see in the fotos 2 amd 4;- The owner ov the ground, owv
theze:Fayhil ruins, waz away at the ceast, but he would probebly make
no difficulties sbout digging, The people who might meke diffidulties
would be the Indian inhabitants round about.. The Indians ar acustomd
‘to worship, and burn incense, in the ruins. But I think they too could
be menaged. i

A men who livs in a place near Fayhil (or Sesint Vetthew: Ishtatsn,
az the creoles call it) told me something thet et once caught my aten-
‘tion, He speaks ov having seen sculptured stones, standind in:the woods
some where along the Ixcdn river. Im not able to make out from him what
the sculptures ar like, The Ixcédn river iz a river which receivs the
Payhil waters, and itself falls into the Lacantin., The place ov the

: ] or north east,

stones would be a couple ov days journey down nor%hAfrom' ayhil, ‘and  the
man would be willing to teke me to the vlace in the dry seagzon., If the
stones turnd out to be dated, or wer otherwize intresting enough, and
not too heavy, it might be worth:while trying to get them out; The way
to get them out would be by water, Ther iz continual canoe travel on
the Ixcén river, and ov course on the Lacantins

Checuld and Keen Santo, which ar in the cold country, a day or two
to the north west ov Payhil, I supoze you know ov through the ritings ov
the Cerman traveler Dr Seler; and I myself onece rote you something about
Kanters colection ov antiouities. FKenter iz dead. He died a refugee
in Chié%%éguah%P%E% been meddling in revolutionary polities, and had to
fly the country. The sovernment cuarterd troops on the estate; And thoze
troovs ov course ate up all the cattle, and stole evrything that could
be stolen: And in particular, they stole, or broke, 21l the pottery, and
small stuff, in Kanters muzeum, Only the stone images, end other stone
things, which wer too big and solid to be eazily stolen or orokenm, stil
remain, The owners ar Kenters sons, to whom the estate hag now been
handed back, I didnt now go to Chaculd, az I learnd that the sons wer
not there: but I met them by acecident in an other place, where they wer
on the point ov leaving for Chiapas:

They would like to establish themselvs altogether in Chiapas, and



get rid ey Chaculd® They would sel the estate, antiocuities and all, for
$25,000. The colection ov antiguities, for $8000. Theze ar fantastid
figures, merely put forward for the sake ov bergaining, Az for the an-
tiguities, I dare say the owners - who ar said to be always hard wp =-
would be quite pleagd if any body made them a firm offer ov a2 tenth part
ov what they ask,

For the moment, I made % no offer,, I had not seen what remeind
ov the colection: and besides, the moment waz not favourable; An Amer-
jcan, a man Gates, ceme through the country last summer, and made a
display in the nativ news papers, ov the asntiguarian work that he had
done, and that he intended to do, in Cuatemala, aparently regardless ov
expense: with the rezult that the owners ov any old pot, or any antiqui-
ties, began to hav high ideas ov what their stuff migsht be worth,. I no-
ticed that fact in the cese ov more than one colection that waz offerd
me, besides Kanters.

On the other hand the Chip4l man, when I saw him, Im glad to say
stuck to hiz former word., And considering that, and considering the
comparativ accesipility ov the eastern Kuchametédns, and their proved
possibility ov giving velusble finds, I think, ez Ive seid, that that
region seems on the hole the most convenient, 4And in fact, in speaking
to the Chipal man, I mede some preliminary arangements? In adition to
giving ‘labour and other facilities, he might probebly bhimself come into
my empley, acting az an overseer, Wy notion would be to imvestigate
places round about Chip4l, with Chip4l ez a kind ev cemtre; Fastward
for instance, you might include the Xoch, Westward, Chichél. Amd in e
northerly direction, following the Chip#él water past Saint Framcis, you
pight take in ruins on the lower course ov that water, and ev the Koowudm
river that receivs it: and possibly take that way to reach sueh places
az Roknimé, and the place mentiond by ¥r Cary.

One thing conected with the north western Kuchumatdms,s¥x.and. that
might perhaps be slipt in before actualy digging in the east, would be
to do and see what this about the Ishc4dn stones amounts to., They might
turn out to be so important that evry thing else would hav to giv way to
them: and if they turnd out to be nothing, at least you would hav them
off your mind,

A1l this ov course, I put forward subject to your aproval.- Now
about my pay., In view ov your letters, and ov the state ov exthande, end
evey thing, I think that for the prezent I wil say $300 a month: out ov
which I should pay all my usual personal expenses, ineluding traveling
expensesy but not labour,materials, freights, fees,or any thing I might
buy for the mugeumS

If you apxex find that convenient, 2nd aprove the other ideas Ive



been mentioning, I should try and make a move az sicon ag possible after
new years.

I am glad to hear that my ¢olections wer found to contain things
ov decided intrest. In case you publish the water colour drawings you
gpeak ov, I should be pleazd to hav a print; I am much obliged for the
copies ov the fairy tale, x¥sem A number ov people hav been begging me
for copies, perhaps you could be so kind az to let me hav half a dozen
copies mere,

Yours very traly

A Raarkit—



Senahd
Cuatemala
1221, Decembar 10

¥y dear Cordon
Just a line to let you know

thet Ive got your letter ov November 11, and
agree with all you say, I understand that
your present comitments ar not to exceed
$£4000. I am glad to hav your opinion about
the Ixcén stones, Ov course I wouldnt be too
sanguin about any ov theze things, Central
American antiquarian exploration, in my
experience, iz a pure game ov chance, FHowever,
ell you can do iz to follew clues: and I wust
say that this about the Ixcén stones, con-
sidering its pessibilities, seems az if it
ought to be investigated.- You speak ov
sending g draft, I dont supoze this wil
reach you in time: but if it does, I would
remind you that it iz always a convenience
to hav & number ov fifty-dollar drafts.- I
amr much obliged for the copies ov the fairy
tale,

Yours very truly

s BN o
v}&:. U\A«u\(/&_4;\



Seuahé, Cuatemala
1922, Jemuary ist

The Fenasylvania University Muzeum in acount with R, Burkitt

Cr ' Cr
Am, ¢ E Am3 ¢
1921 Jen 1 To balance, adordiag to acount renderd, 202.21 |
» 8ep B3 PRy drafts ov Centennisl National Bank, s
numbers 5387/, dated February 19,... | 150,24
i 2 5 By draft ov the same bank, number i
33063, dated Maveh 21,0, .0 ddedddiie. b Bager
» » 28 To two journeys on acount ov the Muzeum :
(see my letter ov this date),  $300. 5
Aditional, hire ov labour, 15. ;
“““ |
$315, 315,00 |
» Dec 31 By balanmge to date,. . i ei¥iiddaide. E 215,00
........ .i..-.._--_--
517.81 | 517:31
-'"'""""! .........
1922 Jen 1 To balamee in my favour,......Americen $315,00 !
[}
B; and O, E,

K2 W et

\



Seuahd
Cuatemala
1922, Januvary 16

My dear Cordon
For forms seke I encloze you
my acount to the first ov the year., I
hav now got your letter ov December 18,
with the drefts that you mention, Thesze
fifty -dollar drafts er just what I
should hav wisht, I wil rite you when
I want an other remittance, which I supoze
wil not be for two or three monthss I
expeet to leav here in 2 few days:; In
case ov your wishing to rite or wire me
anything, you might adress me at
Huehuetenango:
Sr, don Roberto Burkitt
Rda, a Sres. Ascoli y Compefifa
Huehustenango
Cuatemala

Yours very truly, and
wishing you a happy new year

Fetes o
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FROM LETTER ROBERT BURKITT TO G.B. GORDON, MAY 14, 1922

Chipal, you understand, is nearly six thousand feet above the
sea. The country I now visit is mostly about two thousand or less, and
consequently, decidedly hot.

I am glad I visited that country. It is a country lousy with
ruins, as probably all the lower course of the Chishoy and of all the
big rivers is. And the ruins being mostly of one general sort, the same
sort as in Chama, the only trouble is to hit a ruin place which has
some . convenience for digging, and living, and transportation. One place
that I liked, and where in fact I settled down and dug was a place
called Kishpek, or Sakishpek. It is a place on the right hand side of
the Koopon, and (of course) on the left hand side of the Chishoy, and
about a day's journey from cach. And from that Sakishpek I visited the
place Chihuatal, that you wished me to see. There was an Indian there
who still remembered Mr. Cary. The place is now nearly deserted, only
3 or 4 families left; and with the consequent difficulty of getting
labour, and the fact of the ruins themselves not appearing to be any
different from others of the region, 1 saw no reason to change from
Sakishpek.

Another place that you wished me to see was Roknima; and I
cut short my digging at Sskishpek in order to go down to Roknima.

The way I went, which was nearly

all through woods, was first,

o RoKN\M&-

mounted, to a place Chaila, on the
Koopon, and the rest on foot,

crossing the Chishoy at Roknima

Chis hdy

itself. Roknima is probably not

marked on any map. On the map that



I have in my saddle bags, which is Hendges's map, the river Koopon is
marked, but its mouth is shown as being only a little below Chama;
whereas in fact it is two day's journey below. Roknima again is a
little below the mouth of the Koopon; but on the other side of the
Chishoy; and is encircled by a remarkable bend of the river, which
makes the place almost an island. The ruins, which were much over-
grown, I found to be the usual mounds; a few mounds, rather small,
and with the only visible peculiarity that in some places there

was work of stone and mortar.

The things from Roknima that I sent yoﬁ. were things found
by the former owner of the place, a man now dead, who had his shanty
close to the ruins, and has left the larger mounds very much dug up;
though with the usual bad digging I daresay there are still things to
find in Roknima, but probably not enough to make it worth while going
to dig there. Besides I didn't at all like the look of the people
there. They are all sick. Rocknima is only a few hundred feet above
the sea. If I were going tec dig anywhere at those levels, I would go
to some moré extensive ruins, such as those said tc exist at Nine Hills,

two day's journey down the river from Roknima.
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Chocol#

Suchitepeques
Cuatemala

1822, December 27

My dear Gordom

I am sending you enclozed with this a short
instalment ov catalog. The catalog includes, bdesides the
riting, seventeen fotografe, numberd from %2 101 to 117:
together with three sheets ov profiles, and a map.

This piece ov catalog covers none ov the stuf that I hav
in San CristSbal. By accident, it covers one thing, 787, that
I hav in Senahil. All the remsinder ov what the catalog covers,
that iz, 788 to 803, iz stuf that I hav here in Chocold, on the
Pacific side ov the country,

This Chocolé stuf iz packt in nine boxes markt U P B, and
numberd from 1 to 9, and iz ready for shipment, I had been
advized that ther might be an opportunity at the port ov
Champerico to get this stuf at once out ov the country. When
T got your letter ov October § the thing waz stil undecided.
The chance I waz advized ov depended on a particular persons
being prezent, or not, in Champerico. I packt the stuf, and
made out this catalog to cover it. It seems now to be settled
that the chance iz not likely to offer, and I shal probabdbly
ship this stuf by way ov Livingston, when the time comes, along
with the rest, But I stil send you the catalog, and the
catalog wil save some explanations.

Fight ov the nine boxes I speak ov, ar taken up principaly
with the one thing 788: and you see that most‘ov this piece ov
catalog iz taken up either with that same 788, or with the
place HXXY 788 comes from:that 1z to say, with Chocold.

I should say that I hav not ritten to you since the 14th
ov May, when I rote from Chipfl., I kept on at Chipdl about
six weeks longer, t11 I waz fairly driven out by the rain,

Chipél iz one ov the rainiest places I remember. The place iz
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like a pit. It iz over hung all round by wooded mountains: and
the clouds and the rain came dowvn from evry side, at evry our
ov the day., ¥y keeping on there came to be merely watching

the rain, 7Y packt what T had to pack, and went out by way ov
Nebaj to Huehuetenango.

In Huehuetenango T waz adble to get some fotografy done,
and elso caught the man who waz to hav taken me to the Ishcén
stones, The man waz now goling to the coast country. He would
be back some time in August, and would then, if I wisht, go with
me: but didnt at all recomend going at that time ov year. The
Ishkén country 1z ov course a forest country. The going would
be very bad, and even 1f we got to the place I could probably
get nothing done, Yt waz then the 10th ov July. I decided
that the best thing I could do for the Muzeum at the moment,
waz to drop Wuzeum work.

And T did so. And my intentlon then waz to spend two or
three monthe on the Pacific slope, and else where, and then go
back to Semah?, But 1t waznt long til Muzeum work again caught
caught me., A chance offerd that might not hav offerd again,

My travels took me to Chocold. I had a talk with the manager,
and on the 12th ov August I waz at work among the mounds. And
with 1ittle intermission T hav been in Chocola ever sincees

What Chocold iz like, and what I hav done there, you wil
see in the catalog under the headings ov 78&/9 and 788, 1t iz
something to hav got the stone 788 for the Muzeum: but I dont
kXnow how much compensation that may be, for the digging that
Ive so far done turniﬁg out useless,

For the moment, I am done with Chocold. 4And I speazk in
the catalog, naturaly, az though I might be done with Chocoli
for ever. But I should hope it might be otherwizes, It depends

on what you say. My wish would be to come back to Chocoléd, and
for one thing at leact, tear down one ov the big mounds.

Tm not inclined to be deterd by the fact that I found
nothing in the mound I dug. I dont think 1ts to be supozed

that that mound andx the big mounds differ merely in size. 1In
all likelihood they ar quite different things. My taking up

the mound I did, waz not in the bellief that that mound waz one
ov the big mounds on a small scale, but with the idea (az Ive
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explaind in the catalog) that the smaller mound,bwhatever it
might>turn out to be, might at least giv me some clue that
would lezd %o economy ov digging In one ov the big mounds. The
Fact ov my finding nothing where I dug means only this, that

Tm sz much in the dark az ever, adout the big mounds: and that
iﬁ startine to explore one ov thoze mounds I should make up my.
mind that the work before me might amount to az much az tearing
away the greater part ov the hole mound. It might amount to
several months work. '

And thats what I can understand that you might not care
to risk. Tt might turn out that you wer zdy only throwing
good money after bad: becauz no doutmdd 1t iz possidle that
" the big mounds hav nothing in them. Any thing iz possidble, and
Choeold iz so eratic that I wont make any predictioms. But
this hole buziness iz nothing but risks, an d it seems to me
that the risk here ig one that the muzeum ought to take.

Its possidble the big mounds contain nothing,~ but nobedy
can look at them and think so. Theze mounds hav already become
known to various Furopean travelers. Just before the war they
wer vizited by the Frénch antiquary the count de Perigny. xTk=
The great size ov the mounds, and I supoze their disconcerting
shape, hav combined to discourage digeing. But the discovery
ov this monument 788 givs Chocold and the mounds ov Chocold a
new importance. Im glad that Ive got 788 out ov sight., But
thoge altar stones remaim, and future vizitors wil be sure to
be told about the other stonee It would be a great pity if
yvou should hear by and by that some other muzeum, or somebody,
had done & fine job here that might hav been yours.

And Chocold iz a good place to worke You ar not likely
to be botherd by public authoritieses The village markt on my
map 1z a mere dependency ov the estate. And az for carriage
ov ‘your stuf to either coast, you hav the same conveniences az
the estate haz forx its coffee and sugar. And with the good
wil ov the manager - which ov course iz the sine gqua non ov
doing any thing - you hav leav to dig, free ov charge, and the
uge ov the estates own labour.

This Cerman manager iz no antiquary, but he haz come to
hav an intrest in the antiquities ov the country, and he haz
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been very kind. He wisht even to charge me nothing for the
labour I might uze: though that kindmess I thought it waz not the
Muzeums policy to accepte In view ov tearing down any big mound
that had sugar cene on it, I spoke to him about buying the cane:
but he would make you a prezent ov the cane: though if’you
waited til April the destruction ov the cane wouldnt so much
matter, az the cane would then be cut, The mound I waz particularly
thinking ov, I might say, waz mound De On acount ov itse
standing on a very decided slope (az you see by the southern
snd western part ov its profiles), I could pull away the hole
mound and stil -hav acomparativly short dump.- Wel, you wil
see what you think. Chocolé, whatever it may amount to, iz
accidentaly, for the moment, in your graspe.
My plans at prezent, Ive been kept so long in Chocold,
ar not now to go back to Semszhd, but az shortly az the weather
alows, to get back to work in the country north ov the Kuchumatén
mountains, whether in the Ishkén, or the Koopdn region, or
both. Thers no reazon to supoze that the Ishk@n stones should
be ov more intrest than this ov Chocoléi, but I wouldnt forget
them. Inthoze regions, where I hav hopes ov getting more done
than last time, I would pass most ov the dry seazon: and theen,
ifx you thought proper, come south again and hav a drive at
Chocoléie The wet seazon ov the Pacific side iz quite an other
thing than that ov the forest country ov the north. The Racific
side rains ar seldom enough to put a stop to worke.
Az fTor money, I hav not made out acounts, btut I see that
up til the end ov the year your amount ov §4Q00wil stil be some
hundreds ov dollars in excess ov &ll charges, labour included.
If you think you wish me to continue, you would be safe in
calculating, for the prezent at least, at the same rates
Something else I meant to speak ov,- the item 803 ov my
catalog iz different from any thing before it in the respedt
that it iz lent., The owner may never call at Filadelfia to
claim it, but if he does, it iz hiz. ITdont know what the
merit ov the thing may be: in the owners eyes the chief megit
ov it, iz simply thatz the thing iz something from the celebrated

Kiché. He got it from a friend in Kiché, ard brought it down
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here with the idea that some day he would take it home to
Germany and hav it for an ornament ov hiz lidbrary, or something.
Im glad to do the man a service, and its a service if I get

the thing out ov the country for him., A Cerman friend ov hiz
the other day tried to get off from Port Barrios with a valise
that had some ods and ends ov antiquities In it, and they‘wer
taken away from him, and & thing the size ov this image would
be worsee And ov course besides doing the man 2 service, the
fact ov hiz having the thing in your keeping, whether you
exibit it or not, iz something towards engaging hiz personal
intrest in the muzeum.- But what I waz going to say waz this,
that if T had been able to giv the man certalirn assurances,

you might very 1lkely hav had the thing not az a loan but az

a gift, The man says to me (and so, more or less, others hav
said) If I giv this thing to that muzeum, I supoze the fact

wil be stated on some ticket., If I go through Filadelfia, can
I take my sweet heart to the muzeum and show her my name on
gsomething, and the name ov my place® Wel, ov course I say,

The muzeum wil be very glad to see you, and so on: but it would
te much better 1T I could =ay plain Yes, or something equivalent.
Hav you some way ov recognizing gifts? I hav no idea what

you doe

An other thing Ive some times thought ov, I dont know
wvhether you hav any pamflet or thing,with pictures showlng
things in the Muzeum, popular exibits and so on. People here
ov course know nothing about the Muzeum, or the Pennsylvania
University - and to tel the truth I cant tel them much R~ and
something like that would some times be usefule.

I encloze you this letter from India. I dont know who
the people ar, or how they ever heard ov the Hile and the Corn,
but I supoze its no harm to send them a copye.

In a day or two I expect to be gon. 7You may adress me
az before, at Huehuetenango:

Rda. a Ascoli y Cfa.,, Huehuetenango

Yours very truly, and wishing you a happy new yesar,

R Rkt



Jamuary 17, 1923

My dear Burkitt:

I am very much interested in your
letter of December 27th Jjust received, together with
catalogue, drawings and maps. Ifour experiment at
Chocola is one that was certainly worth trying and
you did well to get the -culptured stone which is
really interesting.

ibout future work at Chocola I would rather
reserve my opinion at present. I would 1like to
8ee what will be the result of your explorations
and excavations at other places. It would be wise
first to work, if possible, some of the sites that
rrove most productive, although one might make = big
£ind st Chocolsast 7 - : is
a ¢} : ' ~ Hventually:

when an opportunity offers I would be inclined to g'wi

dig out one of the big mounds entirely to settle the
question one way or the other. I have = notion that
in the forrest region to the North you may find =
site or sites that wiil at once give you substantial
results, although I know perfectly well that 8ll arch-
aeological work is z good deal of a gamble. ik

- With regard to another cuestion that you
ask I ocan give you a much clearer znd more definite
answer. When objects are pressnted to the Museum
we always place a libel beside the exhibit giving
the name of the donor.  This is a regular practice
and duty that we are always careful to perform beczuse
it helps. You need, therefore, hzve no hesitation
in assuring your friends that enything that they give
to the Museum will be murked in this way with their
nzme, when it is exhibited. We also are in the
habit of writing = letter in scknowledgment of the
gift.

There is no generzl description of the Iuseum
or of the things it contazins, but there are some Hand-
books of the different sections and there sre some
illustrated articles in the MUSHIN JOURN. L. I will
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send you, under separ2te cover. & few of these
JQJ“thS thaet will give you some idea of the ap-
pea.ance of the imseum and the kind of things it
contains, I will z1so send you some posteards
which show some of the exhibits and the building.

Very sincerely yours

Director
¥Re ROBERT BURITT
Bdn., g Ascoli y Cia.
Huehunetenango
Guatemsla o - - _ _
Sedtish Smdrica o i ‘ MR /




San Cristdébal Verapaz
Guatemala

1923, August 24

My dear Gordon

The last I rote you waz a long time ago, the
27th ov December, from Chocold. Your letter in reply; dated
January 17; waz handed to me (also a long time ago) when I
past through Huehuefenangc: and I waz glad to see that my
plan ov going back to dig in the north; coincided with your
wishes. I hav just now finisht with that digging, and
come in here,

In Chip&l I hav had the Chipdl man do a little by
himself: but my own digging; which haz occupied me all the
dry seazon and part ov the wet; haz been altogether in that
same hot country that I went down to in the early part ov
last yearX: that iz to say the country, which iz mostly a
forest country; in the angle betweén the river Koopdm and
the Chishdy. The spot where I did most work, waz that
Chi-watil that you heard ov from Mr Cary. Last year az I
told you; ther waz no labour to be had in Chi Watél, and I
workt in a place Sa-kishpék. The question ov getting labour
in thoze places, iz mostly a gquestion ov corn crops. No
corn, no people. It happend this year the oppozit ov last:
This time I could get fio labour in Sakishpék, and I could

in Chiwatil.



Now that I am able to look back on my work, and the
rezults ov it, I feel that I am dlsap01nted. I had hoped
that my luck this year, in thoze places, might be better
than last: but the luck haz been about the same. And this
year 1 ecant blame the weather. The dry seazon came rather late,
but on the other hand it stayd rather long: at least the
moiiths ov May, June, and July, wer much less rainy than

usual. I lost a good deal ov time in the beginning, through
not finding labour. But my disapointmant iz not due to any
ov thoze accidents.. It iz due, in the main, to things
inherent and usual - az I now see th;;: P eim the mounds and
burials themselve. With my prezent experience ov thoze
‘mounds, I should not now expect an other person, or my self
at an other time, to do very much better, on the average,
than I hav actualy done.

Ther iz hardly any mound thats not in some way
intresting: az I think my catalog by and by wil show. But
in speaking ov disapointment; what I hav épeoialy in mind
iz that bright;painted picture—pottory; which I very much
wisht; az you did; that I might get more ov. Ive got very
little more.

I some times think that possibly the ancient Indians
didnt atach so much esteem to that pottery az we should be
inclined to supoze: becauz you may find burials ov evidently
great people; for example at Chipéll without a particle ov
that pottery: although you can prove - az in the case ov the

fragment 786 - that that sort ov pottery waz known in the



place. At any rate my experience iz, that thers no telling
from the looks ov amound; from its aparent importance,

whether it wil contain picture pottery or not. " And taking one
mound with an other, or rather one burial with an other
(becauz a mound usualy contains a number ov burials); the
chances seem to be that you wil only find picture pottery
perhaps once in about four or five times.

And when you do find picture pottery; its usualy very
much damaged. All pottery iz usualy more or less broken.
That doeznt matter much I supoze; provided the pot iz
complete. But if the burial iz one that later burials hav #isk
disturbd; which iz a very common thing; then a broken pot
iz liable to be also scatterd, and the completion ov it iz
quite unlikely. And worst ov all, this picture pottery iz
such specialy bad pottery; that its usualy very much defaced:
the colours dim: the picture even gquite obliterated: or if
the picture iz stil traceable; it haz lost all its
atractivness. I hav not my notes at hand; but in all this
seazons digging Ive not got more than one or two painted
picture-pots that pleaz me.- It wil be some consolation to
you to know that one ov the pots however; iz realy a prize
pot: the pot complete: the colours in the main stil bright:
and the picture most intresting. The picture, which iz a
single picture, shows a procession ov people all round the
pot, a procession ov eight people and a dog.®sm - In adition;

you wil find in my catalog, I hav a few intresting things

which ar not picture pots, or at least not ov that sort,
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After riting to you from Chocolé; I went up to
Kesaltenango: where I got a copy, which haz becn useful to
me, ov a privat map ov the Koopém country. I also got a
set ov unpublisht fotos to send you; ov the Chaculd
colection ov antiquities. From Kesaltenango I didnt at once
go to the country ov my diggings. The weather waz getting dry x
in Kesaltenango, but in the northern country; beyond the
Kuchunatén mountains; it waz stil very wet. All you could
see ov thoze mountains; in the distance; waz a bank ov black
cloud. In the mean time; til that country shoula get dry;

I determind to make a journey to Soconusco (that iz to say;
to that part ov the Pacific slope ov‘Chiapas which iz next
to Guatemala); and there see some mounds that I had heard
ov; said to be a little beyond the Mexican frontier. I
found the mounds: they wer in the neibourhood ov Little
Tustla (Tustla Chico): and Il1l hav ocasion to-mention them
in the same neibourhood,
in my catalog. But aocidentalyzl found something much more
intresting. I came across a great stone; or bowlder; most
ov it embedded in the ground; but partly above ground: and
in that part plainly sculptured with the signs ov the
twenty days. At an other time; and with time to spare; I
should think it would be very dezirable to go and excavate
that stone.

And I came across something else: in that journey.

Coming back from Sooonusco; the point I waz headed for waz

Chiantla, at the foot ov the Kuchumaténs: and my way up there

from the Pacific, took me past the volecano ov Tahumulco,



which iz the highest mountain in Central America. I happend
to hear that Indians ov the neibourhood spoke ov some cave
on that mbuntain; and ov strange ritings; or pictures, on
the side ov the cave: and it struck me that that might be
something for the Muzeum Journal. The cave turnd out to be
a clif; at a height ov about twelv thouzand feet above the
sea: and the drawings, which ar in red and green, to be
aparently; things ov a hieroglyfic nature. I made two
expeditions tom the clif, the second time with tracing
paper; and by making ladders, I waz able to get up and copy
the best ov the drawings.

It waz then about the middle ov March. A few days later;
after reaching Chiantla, I waz caught, and delayd; by Holy
Week. Traveling east to Kunén, I then crost the Kuchumaténs,
and went down on the other side through Chipdl.// I there
made some arangements with the Chipél man: and;éontinuing
down north I finaly reacht the country ov my diggings in
the first days ov April: which turnd.out to be, in thoze
parts; the last days ov the rainy seazon. With some
intermissions for want ov labour; I then dug, az Ive told
you; through the dry seazon and part ov the prezent wet: in
fact up til about a fortnight ago. So far az the wcather
went; I might probably hav dug a little longer; at least
at some kinds ov digging: but my clothes and boots wer now
falling to pieces, and when I had finisht a certain job; I

decided unwillingly to leav off.

This place Saint Cristofers, az you know, iz the



beginning ov cart roads. I hav now to unpack all my stuf,

both last years and this, and number it; and re-pack it for
shipment. I shal then probably go to Senahﬁ; and there rite out
my catalog: and then without any further digging, see about
getting the stuf that I hav; to Filadelfia. You can then

see for yourself what it amoﬁnts to, and whether you wish

to keep on.

My next adress wil be Senahid.- I shal be obliged if x
you can kindly let me hav an other 1000 dollars in the
same way az before. Also the adresses ov your shipping
agents, to whom thlngs may be conzignd, whether in New
York, San Francisco, New Orleans, or London. I cannot be
sure, til the oportunity offers, what route may be
convenient. And I should like to know how you usualy do
about 1nsurance, and whether your agents, or any ov then,
carry floating policies.

And now I wil %rouble you a little; on my own acount.
Ive been working lately with a borrowd camera. I want a
new camera; and I should be much obliged if the Muzeum
would take the trouble to get it for me: charging it ov
course to my acount. In getting fotografic stuf out here
in the usual way, that iz, through comission houzes, you ar
very liable to get rubbish. The comission agents, without
knowing it perhaps, accept things that the dealers cant sel
at home, things that customers hav discoverd some defect

in: sticky shutters, winding keys that slip, wabbly stands,

and so on. Anything iz good enough for Central America.
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S0 I wish you could kindly get Q&espectable dealer, carefully
to pick out the camera, and other things I want, and ship
them to New York: acording to the directions which I encloze

separatly. I remain
Yours very truly

K. Lokt



FOTO STUF

1 Autografic Kodak, Number g_g; Special: az in the
acompanying picture. Anastigmatic objectiv,
Focusing with telemeter, and rack and pinion.

b Listed price, §$60.94.

1 Tubular Metal Iripog;,gggg revolving head. To weigh
about 1% pounds. NO leather case for either camera
or stand: I hav special cases.

1 Usual Kodak Colour Screen: not the kind that iz half tinted
and half clear, but the hole glass tinted. I believ
it iz about a 6 8r 7 times screen.

1 Ten times Golour §creeg; or thereabouts.

1 Portrait Atachment. Pleaz see that theze things actualy fit
the machine.

1 dozen Film Cartridges for this camera; each ten exposures:
latest date,

6 packets ov Kodak Developing Powders for a 5x7 tank (each

~ packet half a dozen pair ov powders). ‘

6 helf-pound §ins (not card board packets) ov Acid Hypo.

Ther iz a brand CYKO Acid Hypo that comes in convenient
tins. If possible I should like a hypo like some ov
the German fixers that wont 1ift the film even with
warm water. I ofen cant get cold water. Take care

to pack the fixer separated wel from the other stuf,

Hypo Ki;;er; Hypocide, or whatever the trade name may be- A

small amount, suitable to the foregoing amount ov

hypo. Idont know how the stuf comes, and should
like to know if it does any harm.



FOTO STUF (2)

4 dozen Kodak Film Clips, new model.

2 Kodak ativ _Albums, for negativs ov this camera.
1 gross ov sheets ov Blue Print Paper, best quality, in
seald tins: size suitable for printing negativs ov

this camera, with some margin.

1 Book ov Instructions for the Camera, I wish it would
say what would prevent film negativs from mildewing

in a damp climat.

Pleaz forward the stuf to
Messrs Eggers and Heinlein
59 and 61 Pearl étreet
New York

asking them kindly to ship it with their next shipment to
their customers, Messrs K. Champney and Company, ov Panzés:
Guatemala.

In sending the stuf to Messrs E and H; they wil
require it to be acompanied by an itemized bil ov values and

net weights, for making out the consular invoice.
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FOTO STUF

1 Autografic Koddk, Number 2 C, Special: az in the -acompanying

picture., Anastigmatic objectiv. Focusing With'é<§:5 C

telemeter, and rack and pinion. Listed price, $60.94.

1 Tubular Metal Tripod, with revolving head. To weigh about 1%
pounds. NO leather case for either camera or standzﬁ/.ﬁmo 3
I hav special cases.

1 Usual Kodak Colour Screen: Not the kind that iz half tinted
and half c}ear, but the hole glass tinted. I believ e &
it iz sbout a 6 or 7 times screen,

Aﬁﬂitw 4 .

1 Ten times Colour Screen, or thereabouts., 7 ./.» 0

1 Portrait Atachment., Pleaz see that theze things sctualy fit t%zj
machine. 75

1 dozen Film Cartridges for this camera, each ten exposures: y
latest date. A-/30" /b %‘ﬂﬂ"dy /

6 packets ov Kodak Developing Powders for a 5x7 tank (each o)
packet half a dozen pair ov pawcgrs). 255¢/ -7 LU

6 half-pound Tins (not card board packets) ov Acid Eggg. Ther A
iz a brand CYKO Acid Hypo that comes in convenient 5%lﬂﬁjb
tins. If possible I should like a hypo like some é%é E?

v

the Cerman fixers that wont 1ift the film even with I

warm water, I ofen cant get cold water. Take care

to pack the fixer separated wel from the other stuf,
Hypo Killer, Hypocide, or whatever the trade name may be. - A

small emount, sultablé to the foregoing amount ov <§2§%ﬁ§§£}

hypo. I dont know how the stuf comes, and should

like to know if it does any harm,



FOTO SUTF (2)

R

dozen Kodak Film Clips, new model, 3

0
o

Kodak Negativ Albumg, for negativs ov this camera, //NZJléxﬂédg;:;

o R

gross ov sheets ov Blue Print Paper, best quality, in seald

;
;
3

tins: size sultable for printing negativs ov thi ./*510
camera, with some margin.

1 Book ov Instructions for the Camera. I wish it would say

what would prevent film negativs from mildewing in a

damp climat, : : N i 7 ?
/ 3 14 N\ &
/. / : 7/ 1l

e taseado Lo o

Pleaz forward the stuf to
Messrs; Eggers and Heinlein
59 and 61 Pearl Street
New York
asking them kindly to ship it with their next shipment to their
custoniers, Messrs, K. Champney and Company, ov Panzos, Guatemala,
v In sending the stuf to Messrs E and H, they wil require

it to be acompanied by an itemized bil ov values and net weilghts,

for making out the consular invoice,

wiadlt






Kovember 7, 1923’

'?ear Burkitt:

1 have just returned from the summer abron&
and I want to give my first attention to your letter of
August 24th, I have Jjust sent you & wire as follows.

UST RETURNZD RUROPE.  THTTER UGUOT
I¥TY ¥URTE RRCRIVED.  COUPLYING

WEZDIATELY “ITH YOUR & UESTS

The Treasurer is sending you today the drafts for $1, OOO.

in the way indicated by youn and I have also ordered to be

sent according to,your instructions the photogr:aphic mate-~

- risls on our lists I am very sorry that there has bheen
8o much delay in replying to your letter. This delay, how-

ever, was owing entirely to my absence. '

I am very much interested in what you write sbout
your season's work and I shall look forward with aven preater
interest to the collection when it arrives. !

To answer ¥our ques’ ion about our shinping agents at

- New York, San xrancisco. flew Orlcans and London, you may con-
gign any shipument to either of these places to the American

‘Express Company with explicit instructions from you for for-
warding to the University !ugeum in Philadelphia, Permoylvania.
#ith regard to insurance, each shipment has 3o be incured spe-
eially, =nd I will leave that to 7ouv discretion, givina the
proper instructions to agenis. %e hardly ever insure for

the full value of =& csljebtinn. but place the insursnce high
enocuch to serve as a guaranteec for safe delivery.

Among other things which you have ﬁigeoversd this yesr
I am interegsted in the paintings on the e¢liffs of the volcano
of Tahumuleo. I am very curiouns to see your copy of one of
these drawings snd I hope that 1later we may be able to get
copieg of all of thenm. e mmat also take an opporvtunity of
excavating the houlder that you discovered in the nsighborhood
of Tusls.




I hope that we may reeeive the collection
before very long and in the meantime 1 remain, with
my best regards '
Very sincerely yours
‘ Director '
¥R, ROBERT BURHITT ' : :
SENHU < .
ALTA VER:PAZ , '
GUAREMATA : ‘ o
CERTRAL 4MERICA A
A
] i
| ,.\ ' /




ﬁovamber 8, 1923

Mr. Hobert Burkitt

Senshu

alte Verapasz

Gunatemals, Central America

Dear !lr. Burkitt:
I sm sending you herewith
tuenty draofts Xos. B877 ¥ to 5896 ¥ inclnsive
on Brown Brothers % Co., Hew York in the sum
of Fifty Dollars (§50.00) eachs Under sep-
arate cover e are sendiing you the duplicates
of these drs fts. This remittence is made to
you in sccordance with your reyuest to the
Director of the lmseum 'in your letter dated
sugast 24th. - -

Very truly yours

Agat. Treasurer

Srmee




POSTAL TELEGRAPH — COMMERCIAL CABLES

CLARENCE H. MACHAY, PRESIDENT.

d rnesrooir. EGRAM
SELL PRESTON 4740 C A B L :

KEYSTONE WEST 4577 .
The Postal Telegraph-Cable Company(Incorporated) transmits and deiivers this cablegram subject to the terms and conditions printed on the back of this blank .

DELIVE RY No.

| 20DbL.—83630 b “DESIGN PATENT NO, 40529

LIP AN 1O18AM 11 VIA AAC
SANCRISTOBALVGUATEMALA DEC 29 |923
PENNMUSE UM
PHILA ( FOR UNIVERSITY BK MUSEUM UNIVERSITY PENNA

34 AND SPRUCE ST )
COBAN LETTER ETCETERA RECEIVED BACKING FINISHED GOING SENAHU
BURKITT

>

No Inquiry respecting this message can be at€ended to without the production of this paper. Repetitions of doubtful words should
be obtained through the Company’s offices, and not by DIRECT application to the sender.
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