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you gil be so kind, the next time you write. I want
a bit ov information. You know, perhaps, that in ri-
ting the Indian languadez ov Guétemala, it waz fash-
ionable, at one time, to uze a couple ov hieroglyfic
letterz: ons ov them somefhing ov this shane,f:; and
the other , this,f} . Now among the pieces ov Guat-
emala Indian in your muzeum, could you kindly tell me
what iz the earliest piece in which thoze letterz ap-
pear.? It iz not a guestion ov any c&gequenoe. But
I hav got involvd - absurd to say - in a correspoﬁd~
ence about thoze letterz, with 2 person in Paris: and
I daresay you hav somebody about you, who can look
the matter uv. Tt needz no knoledge ov the languagseaz.

Yours very truly,

= 1N )
Jh§o¢g3{4- Lw;&hvééi%% 3

George B, Gordon, Esq.,

University ov Pennsylvania, U. S. Am.

Senahd,
Alta Veravaz,
Cuatemala:
1911, Octobser 8th.
My dear Cordon,

T am a bad corresvondent. I got your

. letter of a couple of months adgo. But if I dont an-

ser a letter on the spot, Iam apt to put it off to

Saint Tub’s eve. And I can’t oromis to reform. But
it is only the other day that I got your letter of

September the 12th.

What hav I been doing, you ask. I sﬁpoose
you mean, in the way of Indian. Nothing that would
interest you, I think. And not much of any thing to
show. I might say, I supoose, that one thing T hav
been at, lately, is going through my notes ov vari-
ous Indian languades - saddle'ﬁag notes, that I hav
had about me; and making indexes to them. A tedious
job. I hav been taken up with it, off and on, for,

I believe, many months.

T see you ar full ov projects. Your pub-



lication ov the Berendf collection is,ov course, the
crowning ov Doctor Berendt’s labours: and the collac-
tion, publisht, wil be very useful, by degrses, in
the proper quarters.

My opinion ov Doctor Berendts own knowledge
ov Indian - T mean,.ov Maya Indian - would be %o say,
perhaps, that his knowledde, wide as it may hav been
- and was - yet must hav been, essentially, ov a sec-
ond hand nature; at least on many points. His acce-
ount ov what he calls the cut consonants, that I hav
just come across, is pure rubbish. I should say that
‘he came to the hearing ov the landuages too late in
life. But thers is no dout about his conscientious-
ness - which is more than you can saf ov some late
professors ov Indian; and his industry and enthusi-
asm wer dreat. I was about to say, they wer worthy
ov a better cause. But I suppose, one cause iz agz
good as another, :

If you ar so kind az to send me a copy ov
fhe forthcoming instalment ov the Motul dictionary, I

shall, ov course, be much obliged: and T shall see it

with much curiosity: though I know very little, dir-

ectly, ov the particular landguade ov the dictionary.

I believe I hav made a mistake. 1 see, on second look

‘ing at your letter, you dont say that you ar about to

print the Motul dictionary.

By the by, Doctor Brinton makes a remark ab-
out that work. He speaks ov its bging very valuable,
if I remember rightly, for sho%ing the Maya languade
ov the age ov the conqguest. He seems to signify that
the languade haz materially alterd since then. And
now again, 'in your letter, I catch this idea ov

chande: you speak ov modern Maya. My privat no-

tion about most ov these languadez iz, that notwith-
standing the unintelligible avppearance, and, in fact,
un intelligibility, ov many old recordz, yet there
haz been no chande ov landuade, to speak ov. The In-
dian ov now, iz the Indian ov then. That is my no-
tion. If you can tell me that one, at least, ov
theze langduagegz, haz realfv changdged since the conquest
- gven az little az Spanish haz, in the same time -
it woud be a fact,for me, ov decided interest.

. I wil take advantade ov this corrsspondence

by troubling you to do a small commission for me, if



. Senaht
Guatemala:
1912, MWarch 20
My dear Gordon,

I reply to your letter ov February 29.

I think that a propozal ov the sort you indicate - and
az far az you do indicate it - I shoud be likely to accept. And if I
did, I hav little dout that I shoud be at your dispozition, practically,
az soon afterwardz az you pleazd.

I dont know how you might wish to begin.: You might
begdin perhaps on a small scale: make tentativ examinations ov small
ruinz in different districts, and see how they promist: before settling
down on one ov the big pleces. The hole country iz coverd with small
ruinz,  There ar one or two little thingz under my noze, almost, that
you might like to hav a dig at; one ov them that that I described a
long time age in the Anthropologist. Then I hav heard storiez, that
I shoud be inclined to giv attention to, about findz ov hieroglyfic
pottery in the Rabinal district. In the north ov Quiché, in Navaj,

I saw some piecez ov ornamental antigue pottery, and I waz told ov
large pots, with“picturez”on them, having been found in that neibour-
hood; and objects ov some sort described az “idolz”. Then, a8z you say,
there ar the Cham4 moundz,. I hear that somebody haz been rummaging
there’again: and iz now having difficulty in smuggling hiz thingz out
ov the country.  If it‘waz any point with you to circumvent the

government, I shoud say the Petén region woud hav great advantagesz..



I see that I waz not explicit enough in my question about
the hieroglyfic letterz.. They wer uzed, ov course, az youn ma} say,
from the earliest timez.. But the point, with me, waz to find out what
thoze earliest timez wer: to assign a date, if possible. The letterz
wer the rezult ov a certain evolution, and I waz curious to know when
it waz that they began to make their appearance: or at least what date
might seem to be authorized by documents in your muzeum.. I know it

iz not a guestion that you woud be interested in; and neither shoud I,

in that question itself. "But it waz connected with another: How
soon did there begin to be imposture in the use ov thoze letterz? In
many’documenﬁs thoze letterz ar uzed with great ignorance and uncertainty:
and the use ov them, in some documents that I hav seen, iz simply an
impudent shanm..

I hav been remiss in acknoledging the periodical that
you hav been kindly sending me. One number in particular, I remember,
in which all the most readable articlez seemd to be signd C B G,

Yourz very truly
% foo g g ¥
~r<P=(;*‘*' b Sar it

George B, Cordon, Esag.,

Muzeum ov the university ov Pennsylvania.



Senahi
Cuatemala

1912, August 20

My deer Gordon,
your letter ov July 25,
I hav to suppoze that mine ov
March 20 never reacht vou:; and I am en-
clozind you .a cooy ov it., I dont know
that I hav anything to add to it just now.
How iz the publication ov the
Berendt collection getting on?
Yours truly,
Bl

George B, Gordon, Esa.,

Muzeum ov the university ov Pennsylvania,
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SENAHU, GUATEMALA
1918, January 30
My DEAR GORDON,

| GoT BACK. FROM MEX1CO LAST WEEK, AND RECEIVD YOUR
THREE LETTERS: Octoser 19, Octoser 22, anD Noveuwser 20, THE DATES.
ALSO YOUR WIRE OV NEWYEARS.

I Aav: MUCH OBLUGED TO YOU FOR HAVING SENT ME THE BOOK
ov CHiLav: BaLam: BuUT | AW SORRY TO SAY, IT HAZ NOT COME. |IN SEND=-
ING ANYTHING OV THAT SORT AGAIN, BETTER NOT POST IT IN AN OPEN FLAP
ENVELOPE, BUT ROLLDUP INCONSPICUOUSLY IN A NEWZPAPER.

I XM HAV NO FIRST HAND KNOWLEDGE 0oV YUCATECO,8uT |
AM INTERESTED 1IN ANYTHING THAT HAZ ‘A BEARING ON THE FILOLOGY OV
THEZE LANGUAGES. IN wY RECENT TRAVELS, | VMADE PARTIAL! VOCABULARIES
OV ALL! THE INDIAN LANGUAGES, OR DIALECTS, THAT | HAD A CHANCE TO:
ABOUT THIRTY VOCABULARIES IN ALL. | HAV NOW BEFORE ME THE TASK OV
. TABULATING THEM.

YOUR ARCHAEOLOQICAL! PROPOZALS..- YOU OFFER ME $100.
A MONTH. | suPPOZE YOU MEAN A 100 A MONTH AN?ALL‘EXPENSES, AZ 1IN
YOUR LETTER OV FEBRUARY, LAST YEAR. PAYING MY OWN EXPENSES - WHICH
OV COURSE WOULD SAVE ACCOUNTING, | SHOUD WANT 50 A MONTH EXTRA.

YOou SPEAK OV PERHAPS TRYING BRITisH HonpurRAas. THAT
REMINDS ME, | WAS ONCE PREZENTED WITH A SKETCH THAT SHOWD THE ‘SIT-
UATION OV SOME RUINS, SAID TO BE LARGE, IN THE SOUTHERN PART OV

THAT COLDNY,. I aave THE SKETCH, SOME YEARS AFTERWARDS, TO MR 30w-



DITCHe | WONDER IF THAT 1Z THE PLACE NOW, OV THE HARVARD AFFAIR
AFFAIR YOU MENTI1ON,.

THE COUNTRY THAT | SHOULD FIRST FAVOUR FOR EXPLORING
WOULD BE - SPEAKING! WIDELY — THE GCOUNTRY OV THE CUCHUMATANES MOUN-
TAINS, IN THE NORTH WEST OV SUATEMALA. THE SITUATION ON THE MAP

1Z LIKE THIS:

b

Ww"’_@\_‘\ X o %

Y NN

AND THE FIRST THING TO GO AT, tN MY OPINION, WOULD
.NOT BE D18GING, BY ANY MEANS; BUT QETTING HOLD OV THINGS ALREADY
.FOUND. .| HAV SEEN A LOT .OV THINGS FROM! THOZE PARTS — SOVME THINGS
4N COLLECTIONS, OTHERS SINGLN - WHICH.| AM SURE .YOUR MUZEUMI WOULD
BE GLAD TO HAV, AND THE OWNERS WOULD SELLj, | THINK, AT REASONABLE
PRICES.

.IN BUYING THINGS, OV COURSE .| SHOULD GET WHATEVER
INFORMATION THE .OWNERS COULD .GILV, ABOUT WHERE .THE THENGS CAME FROM.
QUITE OFTEN THE OWNERS DONT EXACTLN¥ KNOW: OR :IF THEY DO, THEY CAN’T
TELL! YOU THE NATURE OV THE RUIN, AND SO ON. .IN IMPORTANT CASES
| SHOULD TRY AND VIiISIT THE PLAGCE.

Tuings | BOUGHT, | SHOULD FOTOGRAF, AND PACK: AND SEND



FOR STORAGE, PROBABLY TO SOME EXPORT HOUSE. ARRANGEMENTS THERE COULD
BE MADE AFTERWARDS FOR GETTING: THE STUF OUT OV THE COUNTRY.

THIS TENTATIV BUSINESS = LOOKING UP: SPECIMENS, BUYING,
FOTOGRAF I NG, AND SHIPPING THEM, -AND VIZITING RUIN PLACES = MIGHT TAKE,
| GAN’T SAY HOW LON@,PERHAPS TWO OR THREE MONTHS. AND | THINK THE
REZULT, EVEN IF YOU DID NOTHING MORE, WOULD BE SATISFACTORY. WiTHOUT
COMMITTING YOURSELF TO DIGBING, YOU WOULD HAV SOMETHING TO PUT ON
YOUR SHELNMES, THAT WOULD GiV PEOPLE A NOTION OV THE ARCHAEOL DG | CAL
VALLE OV THE REGION: AND WHAT IN THE END MIGHT BE MORE IMPORTANT,
YOU WOULD BE ASLE TO DOT NEW POINTS ON THE ARCHAEOLDGICAL! MAP.

THEN, AT SOME SELECT SPOT, IF YOU WER PLEAZD WITH THE
COUNTRY, YOU COULD BEGIN DIGGING. IN THE PREZENT STATE OV THINGS IN
BUATEMALWA, IT 1Z NOT VERY EAZY TO GET WORKMENS BUT BEGINNING ON A
SVMALL! SCALE, YOU WOULD GRADUALLN WORK UP A GANG: AND BY AND BY PER-
HAPS, HAV WORK AT SEVERAL! PLACES AT ONGCE.

| SHOULD BE READY FOR BUSINESS WI!TH YOU, AMY TIME AFTER
THE MIDDLE OR END OV MARCH. AND | THINK IT WOULD BE BETTER, FOR THE
PREZENT, NOT TO MAKE A LONG ENGAGEVMENT. INSTEAD OV CONTEMPLATING A
YEARS WORK. AT ONCE, OR AN INDEFUNIT TIME, BETTER SAY SOMETHING LIKE
THREE MONTHS, TO BEGIN WITH, AND SEE HOW IT WORKS. | SHOULD PROBABLY
WANT AN INTERMISSION ANYHOW DURING! PART OV THE RAINY SEAZON,.

Az: FOR FUNDS, SUPPOZE YOU SEND ME 2100 FOR A STARTER,
AND LET ME DO WHAT | CAN WiITH 1T. THE BEST WAY TO HAV MONEY HERE, IZ
iNn LDNDON SIGHT DRAFTS FOR SMALL! AMOUNTS, SAY 810 EacH. THEY SHOULD

BE DRAWN ON SOME KNOWN HOUSE, SUCH AZ BARING BROTHERS: AND DRAWN BY

E
%



SOME KNOWN HOUSE. THEY SHOULD BE PAYABLE TO MY ORDER: | sian ROBERT
BURKITT. AND THEY AR BEST IN DUPLU#CAT. OR IF SINGLE, THEY SHOULD BE
MARKT S0. NEVER SEND MONEY OR DRAFTS TO THIS COUNTRY B3Y¥ REGISTERD
POST: JUST PLAIN POST.

ANYTHING YOU MAY SHIP ME, SEND TO EGGERS AND HEINLEIN,
59 anD 61: PEaARLI STREET, NEW YORK; TELLUNG THEM TO SHIP: IT ON TO
KENSETT CHauPNEY aND Co., PaNZOS, IN THEIR USUAL!I WAY,

THE ONLY THING | THINK OV JUST NOW, 1Z A CAMERA, AND
ACCESSORIES. THE TRIPOD, A FRENCH TELESCOPING, METAL!I TRIPOD, in
SENDING ME A CAMERA, | SHOULD SAY = FOR THE PREZENT AT LEAST = LET
IT BE A SMALLI ONE: SOME LUHTTLE 3: By 4! COLLAPSING THING, THAT ON
EMERGENCY YOU COULD SLUP INTO A SADDLE BAG. AND OV COURSE NOT GLAS
PLATES,BUT THEZE WHAT THEY CALL! FILM PACKSs SMALLIPUCTURES WILI DO
PERFECTLY WEL! TO IDENTIFY THINGS, AND GIV YOU A GOOD NOT!ON OV THEM:
AFTERWARDS WHEN THEY AR COLLECTED IN ONE PLACE, | COULD EAZiLN¥ FOTO=-
GRAF THEM OVER, {F YOU WISHT, WITH A BIGGER CAMERA, WHICH | couLD
BORROW OR HIRE. THERE AR PLENTY OV FOTOGRAFERS IN THE LAND.

YOURS VERY TRULY¥,
¢ 2
\7%06{]4 Ui—u(f(JN‘

MUzZEUM OV THE UNIVERSITY OV PENNSYSVANIA,

Beorae B, Goroon, EsgQu,

FiunoeELFia, Ues S. A,
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1913, AePrtL |

.
» ¢

My DEaArR GORDON

- . &

I GOT YOUR LETTER OV MARCH 7 BY LAST
POST, WITH ORIGINALS OV DRAFTS FOR £100. | suepoze
THE DUPLICATS Wil SHORTLY FOLLOW,

| SHAL KEEP IN MIND WHAT YOU SAY ABOUT
INDIAN WEAVING AND SO ON. 30WS AND ARROWS, THOUGH,
HAV NOT BEEN UZED BY THézs PEOPLE FOR TWO OR THREE
GENERATIONS, AND ONLY OL O MEN KNOW EVEN THE NAMES
OV THEM. BUT THER AR OTHER THINGS! [NDIAN BLOW BUNS,
NETS, SRINDSTONES (/MEAN FOR GRINDING CORN), HOUSE=-

HOLD POTTERY, CLOTHES,MASKS, AND WHAT NOT.

YOoURS TRULY
‘\> ; ,r } @ (" v | '
‘(F\: ye?%" ﬁﬁlibbf{cZ%Y‘

GEQRGE 3. JORDON, E£SQ.,.

.

Raale a2 un\u@ra-ﬁ? T 0 e i,






SenAHT

ALTa VeEraPaz

GuaTeEmaLA
1913, May 15
My pear GorDoOw’
YOUR LETTER ov ApriL 7. |- aM AFRAtD |! MUST Ask

YOU TO SEND THE DUPLICATS OV THE DRAFTS YOU SENT, THOUGH IT MAY
CAUZE A LITTLE aEan?

I'T SEEMS TO BE USUAL ABROAD TO' ASCEPT SINGLES OV
DUPLICAT DRAFTS: suf NOT HERE,. |' HAV HAD TROUBLE WITH THEM.. XX
[T tZ NOT MERELY THAT A MAN' LIKES:' TO HAV A DUPLHNCAT DRAFT HERE
IN' CASE OV THE POST MISCARRYING: IT tZ THAT SINGLES OV DUPLICAT
DRAFTS' AR LODOKT ON WITH SUSPH#CION, Tue tasT mMan' | HEARD oOv,
OFFERING SUCH DRAFTS , WAZ ARRESTED. IT 1tz A COMMON' SWINDLE TO
SEL! THE ORIGINAL! TO ONE MAN, AND THE DUPLACAT TO ANGTHER. Twe
SWINDLER 1Z SOME TRAVELING STRANGER, GONE NOBODY KNOWS WHERE,
MAYBE TO THE NEXT REPUBLHC.. | WOULDNT THINK OV TRYING TO PASS
AN’ ORTGINAL THAT |' COULDNT SHOW THE DUPLICAT oOv. I' sHouLD Mav
WARND YOU OV THi1S, |' supPpPoze, 3uT | DIDNT THINK OV IT..

I! AM SORRY' TO SAY' THAT | TOOK NO CAMERA WITH ME TO
CHiaPAS, I' AM LIKE MOST FOREIGNERS OV MY ACQUAINTANCE, |! HAV
GIVEN' UP' TAKING FOTOGRAFS.'

|: SUPPOZE THAT ABOUT THE TIME | GET YOUR ANSER TO
TH1S, THE: CAMERA YOU! SPOKE OV SENDING WiLi BE TURNING UP, AND |

SHOULD BE ABLE TO START SHORTLY AFTER. Ov coursE | wiL RITE



YOU THE DATE.: My PLaN tZ TO GO FtrsT To CoBAn, AND TO San Oris-
TéBAL VERAPAZ. I" mAY" BE ABLE TO' PUICK UP SOMETHING N BOTH
PLACES. AND IF IT WAZ CONVENTENT, | WIGHT AT THE SAME TIME TAKE
A LOOK OUT AT.GRAMA, AND SEE' WHAT MAY HAV BEEN DOING THERE, LATE=-
LY , OV INTEREST. Frow San' CR1STOBALL, MY NATURAL COURSE WOULD
BE TO CROSS THE CHixoy RIVER, AND STRIKE FOR USPANTAN: IN WHICH
NETGHBOURHOOD [’ KNOW OV AN' 1MPORTANT RUIN PLACE.. THENCE, BY
waY ov CHuur, I' sHOULD CROSS' THE CUCHUMATANES WATER SHED INTO THE
NEBAU BASIN.. THENCE, CROSS: BACK AGAIN TO AGUACATAN - THER AR
RUINS: THERE TOO = AND ON' TO HUEHUETENANGO AND CHEANTLA. CHiAN-
TLA WOULD THEN' BE MY BASE FOR TRIPS: To SoLoma, PavuiL, AND OTHER
NORTH WESTERLY POINTS OV THE: CUCHUMATANES.:

THAT 1z Az FAR AZ |! CAN' PROFESS TO SEE' AHEAD.. My
ROUTE! MAY BE SOMEWHAT ALTERD. I' sHAL HAV TO FIND OUT IN' San
CrRiSTOHBAL ABDUT THE STATE OV THE RIVER, THE CHIXOY, AND INSTEAD
Ov CROSSING 1T, |. MAY DECIDE TO' GO ROUND IT: GOING BY SALAMA,
RasinaLy, Jovaswny, anD Quické. NHATEVER way' | wenT, |'sHouLD GO
QUITE LETSURELY, RAKING MY STOPP¢NG PLACES FOR ANYTHING WORTH
PICKING UPj; AND PERHAPS MAKING DIGRESSHONS.

I wiL: TRY AND KEEP: YOU: POSTED, Az l!Go.. But I
SHAL! NOT EXPECT TO HEAR FROM YOU, WITH ANY REGULARITY. AFTer '
LEFT HERE, THER 1Z ONLY ONE PLACE TO WHICH YOU COULD RITE TO ME,
WITHOUT FURTHER ADVICE, AND BE SURE! THAT SOONER OR LATER YDUR

LETTERS WOULD FIND ME: AND THAT tz HUEHUETENANGO.



SrR. DON ROBERTO BORKITT
RECOMENDADA A LOS SrReEs. Ascorts v Cfa.:
(PasarRA EL INTERESADO)
HUEHYETENANGO
GUATEMALA
¥rTHiIN' THE SPACE OV A FORTNIGHT AFTER | LEFT, 1T ¥Z POSSISLE A
LETTER MIGHT CATCH ME AT San CRiSTOBALL
RECOMENDADA A LDS SREs. THIEMER v Cia.
(PasarA EL INTERESADO)
SAN' CRISTOBAL VERAPAZ
GgAfauALA
BuT 1F A LETTER SO ADREST HAD ANYTHING OV CONSEQUENCE IN IT, YOU
HAD BETTER DUPLICATE 1T To HUEHUETENANGO.
YOuURZ VERY' TRULY
-j§ilé;b?g' C3,x~t’Q:i*k-
Georage B.: Goroown, EBo.
DIRECTOR OV THE MUZEUM

UNIVERSITY OV PENNBYLVANTA
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FROM LETTER ROBERT BURKITT TO G.B. GORDON, JULY 27, 1913

— T - S T S - T T -

I enclose you a couple of very interesting little photos;
photos of two small collections here. The interesting thing is. that
every single article in them, excepting the one dish marked X, is
(at least in my opinion) a modern sham.

I have included a couple of shams, as I consider them, in the pottery

I have collected for your museum. One of them is down in the catalogue
as No. 5l; it is similar, in a genersl way, to those that you see
hanging on the wall, in one of the pictures. The other is down as

No. 22; it is that very pot that you see marked 0; it happens to be of

a different origin from the other fakes.



FROM LETTER ROBERT BURKITT TO G.B. GORDON, AUGUST 5, 1913
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Besides the article marked X I think now, that two others in
the same row may be genuine; the one after the next one, on each side

of the marked one. It is as well to be exact.
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LETTER ROBERT BURKITT TO G.B. GORDON, OCTOBER 20, 1913

I enclose you a couple of pictures I have at hand. Both from
ruins in the Egstern Cuchumatanes. Both pictures of images. The one
with a cutlass leaning against it, is a stone and morter image, on a
ruin in the woods on the Chahul river, about a day southeast of Chahul.
The other is & sort of low relief cut on one side of a sleb of stone; stan-

ding among the ruins in a place called Chi Xoch.
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