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Charles Eller,

HEttorney,
‘Raboka, = o.

Mrs. Cornelius Stevenson, July 17th, 1899
Philadelphia,Pa.,
Mrs. Stevenson; -
I have your letter of July 12th.
I am indead sorry tha% my brother's photograph did not reach you
in time to be used.
I prefer that you return me the pictiare as 1t is one of the best
we have of him and prize i%.
Yours respectfully,

Charies Hiller
@.
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WT;”% Letter /zmg @?chcg/é’

Nowgong, Naga Hills, December 31, 18399,

Care pf the Hongkong and Shanghai

Rangoon, Burma.

Since our arrival amongd the Nagas T have been keot frightfully busy
every moment of the time so tnat T have been in 2 constant state of
bewilderment and nalf the time nardly know exactly what I am doing.

The day is fully occupied with photodrapning, every spare moment

is vsed in keeping up my mough notes while it is denerally after midnight
oy the time T have finished developind my nedztives; so you cen easily
see how fully my time is occupied

We have gdogten into 2 verfectly fine field for scientific work
such as we do, 3s 1f we do not bring back 2 collection that will egual
our Borneo one, both in size an?&nterest, it will indeed be sirande
while I have already made about fifty good photographs, and notes, en
these interesting veople, having been piled uo at Tamlu where the Wiri
Nagas live, we simply ransascked the village of everything we wanted,
photograohed the place and its people as kmamgEemEX thoroughly as such work w
would be possible to do and det as much information as we could about
everything from their houses to their gods and demons. T think
that you will 211 be very much surorised at the results of this expedition
and T only hooe that the University will aporeciate what we will have
done for, after working so hard and gdiving ue so much of our time prac-
tiecally for that institution, it 1s indeed a2 gdreat diszppointment
to nave all this idnored until some influential person, like Father,

actually forees the auvthorities to act in 2 befitiing and an appropri-

ate manner- do you not agree with me in thig?




It dives us all the dreatest amount of pleasure to hear of the
great success that Culin has head in arrenging and displaying our Borneo
collection and we are 21l most anxious to see it in its permanent home.

I was called azwzy and had to take my carmersaznd go off to the
village 2nd the Nagas. For the past &®w two days we have been working
like demons and have worked #his village %g successfully as we did Tamlu,
our ethnological collection is growing daily, ohotogsraphs are 2lso rapidly
increasing in numbers and our note books are being filled up ap a2 re-
markable rate and, best of sll, we are all as well zs we possibly could be

We have finished our work in this village 2nd will leave to-morrow
morning for the village of Santong, 2lso inhabited by the A® Nagas, only
eight miles away. The scenery up in these nikls is indeed besutiful
and recalls to my mind the scenery of the interior or Japan. ¥ amkx

Nowgong is built on the very summit of 2 prominent hill, as
are all Waga villades, and consequently the view is superms. Right below
us, some hundred feet down, sn enormous junsle covered valley stretches
away towards the olains of Assam and I do not think that I have ever seen
finer foliage in my life as the jungle is so dense that it is really
difficult to pick out individual trees 2nd the valley has the apoesrance
of being eovered with a huge, dark green velvet carpet. Beyond, over
the crest of a low range of hills, the plains of Assam, yellow with
rice fields and dotted with clumos of jungle, extend as far as the
eye can reach, while a broad band of dark yellow colour, bordering the
aorizon, shows the sandy bed of the Bhrama-juntra as it runs, in graceful
bends and turns on its way towards the south.

On the three other sides we are completely surrounded by ranges

of hills, the valleys and the base of the hills covered with luxurisnt




jungle, while the sides are pretty bare, the forests having been cleared
away by the Nagas for their rice fields, and, on the summits of most of the
highest hills, there can be seen clusters of houses forming the villages
of these savage but very interéeting oveovle. Towards the Burma side,
the dills increase in size and might oroperly be called mountzins, for bold
rocky peaks stand boldly forth on the horizon, their summits generally
covered with heavy, dark clouds. In general appearance Kagas, speaking
of them in a general way, a2s it would weary you should I attempt to go
into detail concerning the differences of ihe kE various tribes of Nagas who
are 2s numNerous 28 are Gthe tribes of Borneo, do not look ungike some
of the Bornean tribes, tney are distinetly of the Mongolisn tyoe, dress
as the Borneans @o, namglw; the men wear loin cloths and the women very
short skirts, wear their ornaments in very much tne same manner, are
about on an egual in their pursuils, and, in fact, are cuite similar
in many resopects.

Tne Nadas, however, do not live im long houses but build their
villages on the summits of the hills, 2 metnod no doubt oridinally used
as a defence, for, like the Borneans, the Nagas are head nunters and,
in conseouence, one trive could tell when another tribe would attack
them in search of the coveted and nighly prized trophy of their warfare,
2 huoman head.

A Nage village is really =z most picturesoue and a2 very ianteresting
place for the long houses, with slanting roofs of palm thatch and walls

of split bamboos, zre built very closely together on either s@de of very

L )

narrow, winding streets that, in some instances, consist of nothing but
layers of sharp pointed rocks zad boulders for, liké the wise man in the

Bible, the Naga prefers"to pbuild his house upon a rock". 0On the topmost




ooints, alons the eract Af tha »ill . gpe used as sites for the ¥moranss®
whieh are by far the most conspicious buildings in a2 Maga willage. #
Ymorang¥ is a house in wnieh all young and old ba'ehellors are compelled
to steeP while, like 2 man's blub at home, no femsle even a child of 2
year ahd, could enter one of tnese placss under any coansideration.
Another very intesesting and peculiar thing in regard to 2 Nada village
is that each village is divided into practically two or three villages,
or %khels® and each khal is inhabited by families or clans and cach %khell
has its owa chief or-head man, but the strangest thing of all is that the
different Pkhels" mary to no small extend in their language. Nor is social
conditions, between the ¥khels® orarticularly oleasaat as there is
freguently as much eamity and nard feeling beitwsen bthese clans, nob-
withstanding the fact that they belong to the same tribe and live in
the same village, -as there is between tne differeat tribes, so you
see that, sven amondst savades, sociely nhas its drawbacks and un-
oleasantness and. T amagine that, in a2 Naga village, as much gdossip and
glandering does on as in oudt city of #Brotherly Love. !

#itn the aid of Surma, our Baramin interoreter, we manage to
get along wonderfully well and as yet have not failed to find out and
et everythiasg We-wapted;for our Mwortay frieand and ohilosopher® altaough ne
has nis faults, isreally a very gdood man for ® just the sort of work we have
to ause nim, but I never in 211l my life saw a man with such an appetite and,
if you let him alone, ne is not still two minites before he commences 10
talk about some sort of food while, when entering tne various housses in

the villages, he immediutely starts off @am 2 hunt and has never been




5
known G0 leave a house withdat takind away with him something to eat.
I think that this is to be accounted for by tas fact that wanen ne is
down amopgst his wa own peools his high caste prevents aim froa eating
flesh of any sort as well as various other things that he is avoareantly
very fond of so, when he gets out of the reach and heariag of his people
and is sure that what he does will never reach tasir 22y, nhe makes up

for lost time and keeps himsedf filled with food from morning uatil nigat.
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_snd whicn closely resemole those 1in tne Calcutta Museum. |

intelligent exertions during a former triip around tne worla Fniladeloniz is
indebted for tne suopero eollection from Borneo wnicn forms one of tge most
striging features of tne #ree Maseam of Science snd Art nave peen neard from
recently., Toney were nﬂen,.NavaScn, in Inaia 200 were apout senains nome 6o
the Museum 2 shicwent of Wtanograpnic specimens from the Veddans of Ceyionﬁ— 2
fast oisappearing trive of wnice it is most important to collect vestises obefore
theytake up their position witn tne doad and otaoer extinet psinds as tnings of
tne past,

In the collection made oy tnese exoerisnced collectors are also etn-

nosrapnic seeies from tne Bill trioes of Dorjesling and parapnernszlia from
tae Buddhist temole ak of tioet., ®nilst in the norin of India the traveklers
oy mere aceident, picked up thoree carved stone fragments wnico tney icdentified

as pelongins to the old Buddnist Stupas from tne Swat yallev zbout 200 A, D.
One of them repre-
sents RBuddhs leavins his Doms On NOrSS8LACK. These valuable oieces pelong to
the same ers =nd scnool of srt as thnose esnioited oy ¥r.0.0, Tnomson 2t tne
0hlumbizn fxoosition whicn afterwards were traasferred to tne Hree Wuseum of
Pniléaelonia wnere ‘tney were for 3 time displayed.
fhe travelers were, 2t the time of writing, preparing for an expedition

to tne Nasa Hills on tne poraer land between Upper Aassam ana Burman.: Toney nad
obtained tne necessary iaformation 28 GO routes and tne most importaznt n2ignoor-
nood to study from tes olanters and otners ana altnougn tne journey orooaoly
mus$ de nard ana aifficult 16 promises to pe a fruitful one.

Altnousnh the collsctions made so far are not as larde and exnaustive
as tne sreat Borneo collection tne haterial will show greater variety, and

no doubt Pnilsdelonia will asain have good cause 10 rejoice tnat tne leisure

these orillisnt younsmen is soent in the service of science and puplic

-ty

o

education. |



