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FOLK LORE OF THE NAGA'S. That I mmy convey some idea of the

nature of the influences bearing on the tra‘itions and folk lore
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say that the Naga's are bounded on the Worth by Lamaism, and Con-
Cln

fucionism, on the west by Hindooism and Mohomadismy on the south

by a mixture of Brahminism and Buddhism;, and on the east by pure

of the Naga's, I am going to fall

Burmese Buddism; the Christian missionaries have tried hard to

make a capital owt~gf-4heir-dogmes, but have failed, leaving in
their trail only traces of their beliefs and teachings.

From their surroundings, itmuﬁygbc imagined that the Na-
ga's would not have much of a chance to evolve original ideas,
unless they were themselves a strikingly imaginative people; this
theynaéé;ﬁé#e TBeatricted as we were by our Bhort stay among them,
and hampered by being compelled to get our intimate knowledge of
them through an interpreter, I do not pretend to give an thing
but the outline of their folk-lore, tinged, it may be, by elements
of misinterpretation, or misunderstanding.

The Naga's are of the Turanian type, seemingly a cross
between the Mtngolians and the Malays; they are hill people, and
iivo by farming, rather than by the chase, or by fishing. Like
the inhabitants of Borneo, and the Philippines, they are head
hunters, andcecorate their houses with the skulls of their enemies
in the belief that these human skulls bring them all sorts of good
fortune. Their villages are built on the very crest of the hills,

and are as inaccessible as steep, rocky hillsides and thiek jun-

gle can make them, Although they divide themselves into almost



as many tribes as tiiere are hilltop villages, and although there
are correspondingly numerous languages, nevertheless there is
scarcely an appreciable difference in the typﬂ, except between
the most northerly and most southerly tribel.%&nolying as we did
upon our interpreter, and the smattering of the language that we
acquired, it was exceedingly hard to get a coherent idea of their
religion. Through the different tribes, however, we were able to
trace a belief in one peworf;i ;ﬁ;:}L:;éf mwm:¥? ewnﬂ?:lﬁﬁé dif-
T Clyik ot
ferent tribes as "Kagong", Chingrum, Atzarran, Kungumi, and Pot-
s80; this particular god al'uys seemed to have the same attirbutes,
ool whin abbuabadF0 wikl v datnfiiis wenkd gretior agawab e
!horowln:smlxno sover;l other gods of ovtl. who sent afflictions
and sicknesses upon man, and often struck him with sudden deaf-
ness or blindness. In several of the tribes there was a belief
in a god, sometimes a goddess, of the harvest, to whom pigs and
fowls were sacrificed when the grain was planted. Chingrum, or
any of his other aliases, dwells in the sacred rubber trees, which
are always plated in the villaged, and beneath which are kept a
number of round stones, which they say have been placed there by
the lesser gods, who dwell in them, and keep watch over the whole
village, making it their duty to see that none of the prescribed
rules of Naga social 1life are disregarded. Once a year two old
men, who are appointed by the villagers, saefifice a pig and a
fowl to these stones, arranging them in order around the base of
the tree; no one but these two old men dares to touch these tig
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dwelling in them got very much displeased, on2 or Lw> °T Lho
stones disappears of its own accord; then some awful calamity hap-
pens to the village. The only deseription that we sould get of
Chingrum, or Kagong, was exceedingly vague; he was described as
having but one leg; very thin, and lying doubled up across a great
rope or crcep§t~uwith his arms do'n towards the ground. If he

looked at anyone, that person immediately fell desperately sick.
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Kagong was not the creator of the world, nor of the people; he
simply rules over their destinies. Two other gods were concerned
in the making of the land; one name Nagman made the plains and the
lowlands by sweeping his staff horizontally in front of him. The
hills and mountains were made by Chelok, who beat with his staff
upon the flat ground made by Nagman and raised it into welts. Nag

man is supposed to live in the sky, and when he dances, the clat-

ter of his feet makes the thunder, and the perspiratien dropping
vkt Ro

from his body 19 the,rain.7*»a*

In ‘he Sena urlbe, POTso is the
corresponds to Ceres, and Lunkum is o goddess who llves in the
jungle and is invisible to mortal eyes although they can some
tines hear her lauch; if she breethes upon 2 man he at onece
Foes Ccrazy. Potso gives them the Paddi and Rongsu brings it
to them. At the time of reaping the rice they meke sacrifices
of pigs and fowls to Rongsu, eand parts &3 of the flesh of these
animals are bound up in leaf packets toghether with a little
rice and Lung on the middle post of the house. A

The pod Tsunghra lives under the ground and’ afflicts Hem
with violent cremps lemeness, blindness and fills. their sodies
with stcneo(if'ﬂheybstlcu their spears tco heev1lv “in the eround

(over "he 1lace wher= ho llvs§ﬁ’ Eapthquakes are caised by the” o

movemsnts of the huge serpent Uc who lives belov the earth.
P They do not seem to have any great revérence for their husbam:.
Gota trany-

gods, they speak of them in an indifferent tome of voice, and some
Kagoug

times make fun of them; But they have an idea that eh.ﬁgﬁﬁi, in

a way, protects them, possibly not because \hey-ége fond of them,

of, rwalrn Vo
but simply bc;asenpewer the other lesasr gods. I remember once

when a heavy hailstorun arose, an old chief, who was with us, kept
v P NG

cryin to dﬁiﬁgﬁﬂm all the time to protect him from the hailstones
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which were be ing upon Niis hea§( The idea &8f the shape o Ka-
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gong, or Chingrum, comes pogsibly-from the XK forked éfﬁ%apihlch



they put in front of their houses after the sacrifice of a wild

bull, and which is regarded somewhat in the 1light of an altar.

The forked stake represents the horns of the wild bull, and be-

comes in their minds associated with the deities and th ood for-
Mm&%‘ﬁwhﬁp&ﬁmwﬁhﬂwwb ond ik 1 Tagandad uti

tune of the houssv anﬂfthns\mgngoa_1nt0\!hi%\night/ﬁa\etiTvﬂ\an
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they calls® Gong, but—I-am inclined tothink that

the—trunder we were unable to geévzzgeherent idea of Somz*w pow-

er, and his position in the Panthean. Some of them told us that
-.Gong was able to cause blindness, and a one-eyed old woman was

pointed out to us as a victim of Gong's wrath, but why Gong should

strike people blind they were unable to say, since there was no

code of morals whose disregard entailed punishment.

Mapoo was another god whom we could trade with diffi-
culty, one tribe maintaining that Mapoo was a god, and had the

power of killing people; while another tribe told us that Mapoo
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P&“JW*ﬁ4€k““/, Througheut all the tribes we Tound a striking similarity
in their worahip of stones; in the most northerly end of g$he
hills we found a single stone placed {;“;iiﬁiiiﬁﬁtar stakes and
branches, and regarded as the emblem of the god Kagong. It was
a straight, natural column of stone, and probably on this account
had been considered as resembling the Hindoo emblem of Siva,

which is worshipped by the Assemese, their near neighbors, as well



as by the Hindoo's; it is more than likely that this idea was bor-
rowed, but nevertheless they placed sacrifices of fowls, and the
jaw-bones of sacrificed pigs on the stakes surrounding this stone,
and regarded it with considerable veneration. Among thq,tribes
further south we found the worship of the smedl rounéiéf::;és
placed beneath the sacred rubber tree, to be a constant feature
in all the villages; still further south the worship of stones was
carried out in the rferection af‘hugo Pauldarn and slabs of stone,
in the village streets, or on hillteis l'i-.iiil for that pur-
poseg neadr«hy. These stones were not regarded so much as gods as
and. olow o daw oo
they were as monuments to glerify the living, but nevertheless,
there was a connectien between thﬂl and the next world, for in
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' AT"their erection was a feast day
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in the extreme, eweoPpt=SNigWes9Pibe~ The more northerly tribes,

who were less civilized, were in many cases in doubt xm as to
whether the soul remained in the body or left for another sphere
of 1life; but we noticed at all of the graves there were utensils
for cooking, baskets for carrying food, weapons, blankets, and of-
ten tobacco and pipesn hung about the grave for the comfort of the
Semttanat \H}‘u.‘ i)'unn. e {}1\‘“{&. chTaL i ed. %Jt Tk J‘L‘ur ‘i Growt, QO it sus, nw itk #hedor alomre H“‘” £
departing spirit. 'We asked one chief @#f, when he died, he ex-
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pected to see his parents and friends who had geme before him, i

and he replied emphatically in the affirmative; saying that he wés
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sure they would all come out to meet him on his way to Jimnushang,
which is the mountain indefinitely towards the south, whereon the
souls of the departed live.

A more definite description of a nether world was given
to us by the Lota Naga's at the village of Woka; they told us
that when a person died, his soul went to a heaven under the geeun
ground where everything was exactly the same as in this life, pa-
rents were reunited with their children, friends long separated
met again, and bereaved husband or wife lived over again the happy
days spent in this upper air. The land was rich in trees, flow-

- ers, and animals of all sorts, and the sun shone by day, and the
Lir

moon isked the skies by night. When they died a second time,
their souls again passed to a heaven below this, which is not

1lit by sun, moon, nor stars, ax® wWhrEx they are not sure whether

QLA

or not there are trees and flowers in this heaven, the same as in
this world, but, when they die, for a third time, the soul comes
back to this earth as a butterfly, and here perishes rorev%2;$
They told us that when butterflies, or small house flies lieked
upon their cups of wine, they would never attempt to kill them,
for fear that they might be the spirits of some of their friends
or relatives. They had no tradition that mmymmm any mortal had
ever been down to Etzuli, which is the name of their heaven, and
returned to earth again; all their knowledge of the nether world
had come to them thréugh the fortune tellers, who had only visit=-

ed Etzuli in their dreams.
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While at Mao, we saw a man who was going through the
village weeping and lamenting in a loud voice that the god had
taken his brother. Tide-man was from enother village; but at -the
present. time living ém Meo. His brother, who lived at the village
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of Kosama, three miles away, had j?at dicd, and the serrow- -strick-
'{,.“'!ﬁ”‘fW)“ { o ‘wi': E\\& Crmrew ("& RN ﬂm(»{, «t us.f" h
en eme was returning to hI””hii@( 'aa repeating over and over

again that Orameh had taken his brother and had turned him to
TN S
earth, and it was causing him great serrow, He passed through the

/ crowd in the village streets, Jooking neither to the r1§ht nor h the
\cﬂ‘t ‘""’w’%dw WiNg jﬂuf gy o Wl mey Mth&i Cfmowd,c%a" 3 ‘mewtwi bt 1o Dug S CCw,f&M««wﬂ &y i
lcff“xﬁntil his wail iisgppeared 'in the distance. ng the Nagas ..

of Mao there are two gods which may cause death, Orameh takes them
by the slow process of disease, Kechera comes swiftly, and causes
sudden death. Orameh is the creator, having made the sky and the
earth. Mereover, he is a beneficent god, while Kechara is the

god of evil. When they are ill, they take a black fowl out into
the jungle and turm it loose as an offering to Kechara. This fowl
must osf-meeessiby be leek, but for other offerings, such as at
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the time of selecting = nonunan 1y n vhitc fowl may be used.
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The departed seulfAlivo ignvillagea after the same man-
ner that they did here on earth. One of these villages, Katimi-

chi, is underground; the other, called Uchi, is up above. Kech-

ara lives in Katimichi, but Orameh may live in both villages.

The souls, after leaving this earth, and living in Katimichi, die
a second time, and just as in the Lota Naga's account, they re-

turn to this earth in the form of flies, but when this fly dies,



