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Ainaf There were

2

abocut fifty houses scattered i&m&dunthput any apparent order,each

one had a3, framework of poles in fr%éﬂ that was used in drying flﬂb
and there waé/a:small patch of cultlvated ground near them,
Horobetsu was not a town that satisfied our desire to see the

W %
pure Aing. They much crossed with the ®apanese, they dresseéi
like tne:J;panese fishermen and we did nct see a distinctive Aina
garmeny during our~stay at this place, But often the Japanese .infid
fluence is more apparent than real, it is more often manifest
in their clothing and houses than in alterations in their manners
and customs, and each pla afit“visited we were able ta find some
ohject or custom that was pure Ains.
At the first hut we entered we found a woman playing with a bear
cuband we asked her if she was in the habit of suckling it, She s
said that this one had sharp teethy and thati—is could now eat from
her hand, When it was teased it would bite and snarl like a real
bear and I was not surptised that (the woman refused Oyabe's re-
quest that she should show us how an Ainu woman nursed a cub,
This was one of the"burning questions" that, like the pits and
chesskots, was a live issue with us throughout our journey, amd
but 1 left Yezo without having seen a bear cub being nursed by an
Aine woman, They had had a recent bear.feast at this village, as
the presence on the nusa of bamboo and the skull of a bear that
had been recently killed readily testified; the skin Wesssswesr3l
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Turning the corner of another hut we came upon = scene of
domesticity which helped to remove the impression that we
were visitiﬁg a. barbarous people, gitting in the warm sun-
shine and protected from the biting wind was an Aino womaﬁ
mending her hucbands coat, and sitting by her side was her
little daughter making a kimono for hefzjgganese doll,
And when a little later we came upon two boys fighting for
the possession of a hoop, all thcught of tlke difference in e
our civilization passed away, for such scenes are common in
any country village in any part of the wotld.
T he smaller boy, being a Japanese, soon worsted the larger,
an Ain@, but as the latter passed me sobbing I noticed that &
he carried a bamboo lance in addition to his hoop andjialled
Pusbrs lavcen g graju vrice Boof
him back,  Thi 26}o€€awfafﬁé'thé“counterpart of the spear amr
an&féhield that are used;;; the " stave game " aﬁﬁng many
other primitive peoples., It is here called " karip pashte"lmwﬁl
thus described by Bachelor, P
"Suppose twenty boys and men take. part, these are divided
into +two parties of ten a side, seperated from each other by
about twenty steps or yards.EBEach individual is armed with a
loeng stick or light pole , resembling a spear.A strong pers—'
on, belonging to the side which leads off, takes a ring or
hoop about six inches in diameter, roughly made of a piece of
vine, and throws it with all his might to the opposite party,
making it run and bounce along the ground. Those to whom it

is thrown then cast their sticks or spears at it as it pass-

eggs them asnd e:dBasonur to tr= = e e thea emeth .
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es them and endevor to transfix it to the earth. If success-
ful they win, and one person from the other side comes over

to theirs. Then the hoop is thrown back in the same way by

a sfrong arm. And the game thus continues, When the individ
uvals of one party are all brought over to the other, the

game is finighed, and thelopposing sides cross over and begin
The men =nd boys who acéompanied us each took a hand at the

game and tried to transfix the rolling hoop, but I noticed

that it was not easilyor often accomplished.
(
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af-ﬂrz;re are apattered Aing houses all
that oftrts T Cant
along thfe 1level landand

‘ She /\: L it !‘i »‘ﬁaﬁ? Aina settlement
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plepu) usoa)
A;& a “mile away from tbeﬂ"% ion q.dj‘% we were walking in t&

from Horobetsu to

that direction ¥ we were overtaken 'by zn Ainu woman who en-
tered into conversation with my companion,

She said that she had ridden over to the station but that
her horse had slipped its bridle and she was compelled to
walk home, As we cime to the bridge near the village we saw
a small boy riding a horse' at a gallop and leading another,

[ Mtoy pldf (Lhaswas
It proved to be hé%Xsoq«brlnglng back her truant mount, and
when he told her how concerned he had been when her bridle-
less horse came home , causing him to think thatynaybe she
had beeh thrown and'injuredandvﬁe had ridden post haste to
help her,'the woman could not conceal her pride and affect-
ion and said that she was proud to have given birth to such
n ,,r{[‘uz»,«“c ;

%ﬁ son, Mounting astride her pony, she rode on ahead of us to
+a rtllos Tur Aoust e FeAll

h@mﬂgpme, and as we pac-sed,she invited us, to hﬁ@P tea,

When we left her home she accompanied us in our search for
mats and the mat-making loom, S&he was not very attractive 1o
looking, she was fat and squatty and dirty but when we part-
ed I felt that I had met a very practical,common sense

woman who had. finer nature than we usually expect to find

“
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in a savage,
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We saw many examples of the s:xuuka»admixture of the Aine" '

e
this.eemete At this v111age we saw a boatbuilder, himself about

a halfbreed, whose wife was pure Japanese, She was one of those
waifs that had been adopted by an Ain@ family; she had been educat =
ed as an Aing and she was tattooed in “he usual Aing way, but it
did not become her as it does the Ain® women., At Shiraci we saw a
Japanése woman, a deaf mute, who had an Aing@ baby and we asked her
where her husband was, He was away in the mountains, they said,
and we vewmgsmwed suspected that he would very likely stay there,
But the people of Shiraoi consider that they are very conserva-
tive and try to maintain their o3d”téme customs in their old time
purdty, We found young girls at this place with their tattooing
well advanced; ear-piercing, that is likewise against the law, was
also frequen¥ and their worship of the gods did not seem to be
neglected, for we found three nusa pretty constant at the igst end
of the houses, and at the time of our arrival we found ~astpk, gt

"y

the headman, busily engaged in making inao for some #erm~es
M
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We gathered all the villagers who had anything to sell, at tha
house of Igastok. Then Oyabe sorted the bows and arrows , teé
QUIVGTS and spears , the cloth and the ornaments'and every'jV?id
a@% s Fhad Tffﬁ‘t '

bﬁ&n%ﬁthey had brodéut each pile representing the property

of one person or one family, By the side of each p%ﬁ he

laid combs, mirrors, scissors , knives and clothjithe articles
that he had brought from the Tokio bazaars for this purpose,

and he changed them around several times until he got t{em‘fo

suit him or until he thought he had he—z=@& arrived at the

) @Ww&d
approximate value of each pile ; for Oya.be W.idﬁnot impose
ed
upon them ip-.any-weay and 1ookﬁ to their interests in am every

@g»eﬁj
way that he ogf‘ For instance,g he always found out who were"

the drunkards and to these he would not give money,and if
aF gid ;
they traded ,they had to accept goods in exchange for their

Qz&mwﬁh

b&%%e;?. ~Often gjqwas impossible to make a bargain, for

thesput fictitious values upon some of their wares, An 0l1d man
)

had a finely carved tobacco- box for which he asked a rid-
iculous price,and after beihg offered a large pile of goods
33

aﬂdsome money he departed still owner of his prized box, 299
§0

-
I had noticed b{at during all this bartering a young woman /& s
wﬂﬁ-l‘/ ¢

had remained seated on the farther side of the fire-box ,

head-was-wrappred-in-a-dark-eloth-and -she~Wore—ah-LXPI ES8+on
ol

of _sadunesse, mer did ?Hrltake the slifhtest interest in the

traffic that was occupying the attention of all the other s.

Her husbhband had died nine days before and this was her meth-

od of expressing her sorrow.



At thre_heuse ef, a-chi®f Wheré we spent -someehémrs asking -questiens.and securing seme
ethneprephidal-specinens, there-was a-young-weman . yheose-huskand had diSds«inse-then.s .
~Cortfiipsb-balore.ler face wore the saddest expression I have ever seen in Aina land 9
her head had‘been shaven and was wrapped in a cearse cleth,she knelt at ene side of th.

room,near the sleeping place where her husband had died,and teok ne part in the cen-
versation,ner did she show any interest in our presemce,er in the bartering that
ensued.Once when my ffiend tcok down a pair ef snew-shees that were hanging en the wal '/
and tried te bargin fer them,the chief said they were net te be seld because they had
belenged to the deceased and hended them ever to the widew;and again as we were leavinqg :
she came to the fire-place and tried te still a bab'j'ég cries whose mother was en- v

‘/'..

gaged at seme household dutyj;but etherwise,througheut eur visit,she seemed lost te all

’

her surroundings }and I think I have seldom seen sorrow that was mere evident and gen-“'“'?.
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Leawime the railroad se > (Numonohata y (X
r"' * PT %« : '/ﬁ'g:% 'w’
““for Pitatori, distant about thirly five miles, Theﬁroad 1 1.
&

lows the coast for mest of the way and is very sandy,=md our
driver ziggéd back and_forth foom one grassy place to anoth-
er tc lessen the work of his hérses, and we went no farther
than Mukawa the first day.
Crossing the Mu river and walking down stream for half a mile
we came to a neat little Ainu village where all the houses
%rare‘bu‘lt after one distinc tive plan, where the store houses
were on the Bastern side of the road an 4 each house had
its sacred window “facing the rising sun. Chin was the first . .
typical Ainu village that we had seen.
Bonlak , the headman,left his work in the nearby garden and
led us to his home. It was neat and clean, as Ainu houses go,
and the floor waé® covered with mats, Here we found another
bear cub playing with its toy, but there were very few skull &
on the nusa of this viilage.After we had conversed for some
time the chief asked us if we did not want to see his "prec-
ious things" , and he took down from its place in the soot-
berrimed corner awd box that contained two bladeless odd™
Japanese swords. They had been the family heirlooms for sev-
eral generations and he said that doubtless they had cost at
least two bear skins, They recognize the fact that the Japan-
ese traders used to swindle them and Bomlak said t hat they
formerly had to work through a whole fishing season to obtain

o ne of those red lacquer sake tubs,hut they are wiser now



an!?ézg;d a price for some o0ld bear and sable skins that
would have equaled any we should have been asked in the Hak-
odate fur-stores.

From the brow of the hill as we came to the Saru river we haw‘

AgARD

& beavtifuld. vlew.?{he fertile valley stretchﬂg away to the

W%»fﬁtﬁt : ’

‘orthward towards Piratori until the mountains close&the TR

vista, To the fouthward the yellow strip of sandy beach iensd

leﬁté a contrasting colour to the deep blue of the sea and t&

the varied greens of the lahd: and on either side of the Saru
ot/

river therehﬁilittle villages and isolated farms,

Purple lilies, red primroses pale anemones, lilies of the

Gt d /% Mgy

valley an d golomon's seal gmﬁmpm«&haﬁbanks, Skunk c=bbage

and huge docks %;gw in the swampy places and big round bunch-

es of mistletoe hagﬁfrom the boughs ol the oak trees.

Turning inland at Sarufuto we ascended the Saru valley for

about ten miles and came to Piratori., This settlement con- p
Gru 288 ££5;§4£&'a22w¢a ;eﬁl

sists of two,villages about half a mile,apart, of-smesfsdet /

Y orss sy yda }
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- The Saru wd%er when in flood is here about one fourth of a
44‘/‘(7»& '}(ﬂﬂ‘””}‘i—:'.”g il
mile in w1dfh but at 1ow water there is a willow grown is-
f‘iﬁ‘? i’ & M’M A awvml
land in b@& stream a?g there is a punt amd a wire cable}where

an Ain® woman, hanging onto the wire with her hands in place £y

[j'j¥$t A 9.,Jf*}f"?(

of the usual pulley bloc k ferries m'n or beast a.crosc the

atraam fAar A a -~ ~ +
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steeam ﬁgr&one sen for each trip.
V Glas
Japanese influence 1s“very apparent at this place. Iganok,

the present headman, lives in a Japanese house; there are

jovernment buildings, a school house,an inn,with-ienteraey—ph

@fm i
delivers the mail; but

a post office and a uniformed
all of the Pixty or more Ain } house$ were on the‘aastern
side of the one long street , in contradistinction to the

Japanese houses which were on both sides.

B I.'Lgf
Piratori, theé%newiame metyopolls of Aingdand, 1s dlsapp01nt1g

'{Uw Mugug“b gu Ex 3 0‘? e 3_‘ g rﬁﬂ,w“-ﬂg ‘ " §¢~ L si@rf'( A i '}“,f‘ﬁxié”f:l
ing; her glory has iledAhbut digging in the field that sep-

erate the two villages we found pieces of bones, bits of pot -
teryfand scraps of iron and other evidences that the set®
tlement had once spread over a much wider area than it oc-
cupies today, and the tales theytell of her former import-
ance are not to be lightly discredited.

There has been a great deal said and written about Yoshit-
sune's shrine which was formerly located on a promontory

above the town, but a landslip caused its removal te—a—iridl-

sede~n in recent years to a hillside nearer t“e town,
C(fMWM Mw ya”mﬂ L4 f‘;}*‘” TE ,,g«;t’&/
Fies o little WW&M a small mi\m stat-

& rs"
o, ﬁ ""ﬂ'“ i & :1" R E g L
ue of a W Japanes warrior, wiilhismeds , ﬁg* &‘ _f 'Jgﬂk - i
et W &

'
( 40@';&)@/

Yoshitsune plays but a small part in Ainu worshlgﬂqnd his

(A
deification weuld-be foreign to their religeon,for theywor-

s
ship invisible spirits instead of deifying heroesvﬂﬁlthough

gtwlime in thelr Eln theon one more local deity would not be

‘;Z’fgf 3’1»5’3

impossible, B+, Yoshitsune desrerves lwi a passing consid
i i



sideratlohyo%-their religecus beliefs. "
Hae. Pt

At the time we visited Piratori the streets were usualy de-
serted during the daytime, for most of the Ainus were away

at their fields and only the very old and the Very young re-
mained 4t home.Among these was Penri, at one time the most
widely known Aing in Yezo, but mew he Q$éno longer headman,

he wz%é 0ld and deaf and dirty and they ‘%’ﬁffl that since he had
become such an o0ld drunkard that he had lost the respect of
his fellow townsmen. A-e and sake had leét their mark upon

t he old man and he was a sorry looking sight as he went aboil
the village streets,The children romped about the streets all

<
%day long, . but never:geemed to be playing anz organized games, °““£

. ﬁbarlv every evening the boys would engage in wrestling con-

tests and a crowd of meb and boys would quickly gather to
watch them, It w.s Graeco- Roman wrestling and theﬁholg was
seéﬁ}ed by grasping each others girdles before the struggle
began,

One afternoon a young irl dressed in Japanese clothing that
were clean , with her hair hedthdn well oiled and held in
rlace by a German comb ,and otherwise unusually adorned, came
into the inn where we were s Aﬁping and naively suggested
that if we would make her photograph she would present us
with one . We complied of course , a4nd thus began a friend-
ship that enabled us to learn something of the amusements of
chilahood. She was very skillful at cats cradle, which she
calledhokokaok:and she could reorganize any tangle that our &
clumsy fingers contrived in our efforts to assist her.

We asked her to play on the mukkuri, a musical instrument

not unlike a Jew's harp, but she sald she did not know how
/,)-"‘
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We went to the settlements in the ¥a valley, from Piratori,

A

.and Iganok , the headman, not onlj furnisﬁéqi{%ansportation,
but accompanied us as our guide. By |

We each mounted a shaggy pony while Iganok, after lashing our
baggage to a pack saddle, mounted on tcp of the pack and
with his feet hanging down oA either side of the neck of his

overburdened mount, lec the way thkrough the oak forests t

that lie Tbetween the Saru and the Mu rlvers. Egggp:t::@ixsxm
The packsaddlf/es_in—ganOﬁaL-ua-a obtalned orlginally

"Z‘v,,f‘ 0 yrre 7, &%
from the Japanesehit has{become~a~ps¥m&n!nt\institution. The

ropes are so adjusted that a package can be siung to both sides
of the saddle, and in packing but two knots are required on
either side. I am not able to say how heavy a pack they will
load upon their ponies, but after two huge bundles have been
lashed upon either sidé, the Ainm always mounts upon the space
between the bundles, for he never walks if there is any room
left upon the saddle. This saddle is loosely held upon the

pony's back by means of a rope passing under the belly and



alih
another passing across the breast. This neck rope isAused as

a stirrup by which they mount over the neck of the pony, and
when riding they twist their feet between this lcose breast
strap and the pony's shoulder blades.

Although the pack saddle is so loosely secured, yet
I have seldom seen & native turn his saddle either in mounting

or in galloping his laden beast. Be rides by balancing and does

it very skilfully.

once saw some Japanese fishermen returning to Hokodato from the

fisheries along Volcano bay. In a long troop of pack-animals,

d” f /{lﬂf gféa 2 ﬂf fé,j

one pony with a petroleum=o0il box lashed on either sid%; on top
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We passed a small A-l!rv111age soon after enteawaf the . vall
A \M@/“ yo dhaerdd QArnnnsnd 7 d.ém.-v,

but we went on up the hﬁo Nlewanﬁ. Tonosanuk, the headman,dld

not seem like a full blloded Ain@ nor did his wife, but he answer-

ed cur purpose quite as well since we came to his settlement in

in search of the'pits that were reported to exist near here, and

he proved to be very industrious when it came to the use of the

pick and the shovel, That same night we sat by his fireside ,
listening to him and his neighbors as they talked of the recent
introduction of the horse, the decrease in the number of the sal-
moJLmd the deer, and the manner of trapping and taking bears, %ﬁi%iw

U weteed FROF

hls attenuated blood did not seem.to have lessened his claim to be

- " Iy
classed as Aing. "here were  so] e boys SIS " heag, Who Were mokiwses

ing fishing lines by twisting into a cord the hairs from a horses
tail; and when the stories were ended the boys each took astrip
of dry birch bark and lighting it at the fire, went to their sleep
ing places, and a few moments later we too, were given a similar
light to show us to our bed; for they kéf had neither rmatches nor
lamps in this house and they usedthe birchbark torch in its steadx
"fter we had concluded our investigation of the pits, we went abggn'
le Vbt
two miles , through a fine upland forest to see asprlng that was re-~
puted to have healing properties,}$smwll stream of water flows
out from a bank znd the waters smell strong,ly of {ﬁlphureted hydpd -
gen;and that its virtues as 2 healing medium had bee n often tried
the abunBant inao that were thrust into the bank fully testified |,
ed

"here was also atroubh near at hand where those who mismdat want a

a more temperate bath might warm the water by e b s

R ——
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heated stones £

‘n leaving iewan we followed e close upon the bank of the‘riv-
er and in places where the cliffs came to the waters egée g:fthe
banks were dangerous we mzde detours, Tn passing througﬁ a little}
vale all covered with grass and fiowers we came upon "an old cronf_
who was digging up the bulbous roots of the wild garlic, She was $oeo
cld apd stocped that when che attempted to look up at us she could
not stand erect, Dbut with her body bent she turned her head so as
to see who was passing. “he was sour tempered too, and when we
asked to make her photograph she scolded us and turning her back,
gﬁhe resumed her labor. We photographed her notwithstanding, and
when we had developed the negative i&iﬁgﬁﬁéﬁi a portrait of a
bundle fof 0ld rags,

On a little table land overlcoking the "u river is situated the
village of Rubishibe, It has hut one long street and all of the
twenty five or thirty houses are situated on one side of the way,
save on%,the dwelling of a .Tapanese trader. While we were stpo-

ping at this mans house his tradeA= , for the Ainu wuuld %

not come to buy and we had to go away while +the women came with
their skeins of twisted cord or their mats,to exchange for cloth
or salt cr sake; for money is seldom used and they trade instead,
The inhabitants of Rubishibe were shyer than at any other village,
and when we went along the street they women placed their hands
over their mouths and usually turned their backss

The able bodied the ycung and the strong of both sexes were most

— POy



ly in their f#elds during the day and those we met were the old
and the infirm/who had remained at home to dry and cure the herbs
and care for the houses. We saw many frameworks here that were
vfestooned with the ropes @f drying plahts, ??
There was also an abundance of dogs at tdes Qﬁ;u7fﬁ They looked mt
not unlike the "hinese g%;&, and @mee their tails curv?%g over th¢@V
hips in the same way as theFZhogi at chikiu we asaw some dogs that
looked as though they were part%wolf, and one of them laid hold of

e

my companions heels because he unwittingly went into an enclosure

e o4
where she kept her puppies. TRut as Jrule tﬁ?}:are shy of stra ng-
|

L]
ers and run away to a safe distance where they squat upon their

haunches and bark and growl until you pass on,or until some one
throws a stone at theﬁ; and then they only move a little farther
away wWhere they grumble and complain without%ggégiﬁéxin the least/
their suspicions.

The last Ainu settiement in theAﬂu valley is about a mile beyond
Rubishibe, It is a small¥ collection of houses in a continuation
of this flat land: the Ywoodelhills hedge it in on either side and
the mountains from Which.t{e Yu takes its source, rise in rugged
snow streaked ranges farther to the iorthward.

lLeaving the Mu valley we followed a slender trail into the hilly

country that forms ¢t D1v1de between the yu and the Saru rivers,

bank, and we frequently dismounted to lead them over logs or under
N i
fallen tree trunks, It was wild and beaut iful, and it was cool in
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in the shaded woodlands but it was tiresnmuaj§§%2ur half=fed pack-

animals, so when we reached the watershed even old Iganok, who had

been mounted upon his heavily packed snimal as usual, felt com-

passion,and cdlled a halt. We turned the animals loose to feed

upon the weeds and leaves, for of grass there was none,

The descent into the Saru valley was easier and we soon came to ol
jég river; then turning up stream, we passed through Osotsonai, a neat

little village of about twenty hoﬁses, and went on to Okoé?nai,

the last Aene settlement in thés valley,

Okotsonai was almost deserted when we arrived but z troop of chiz =

dren followed us to the headmang house, and while the wife tidied

up the house, we watched thé taz;red children romping about the

street, Nearly every older child had a younger one fastened to her

back’ahd they jgmped and skipped, bent down and stood up!without

injuring their charges) though it often looked as though the sleep?

little heads lolling far to one side, would be jerked off as their

caretakers jumped abou@, but it did not even arouse them from ther

their slumbers, |

While we wefe still waiting for the house to‘be put in readiness/
the men and the women returned from the fields; and then the
tired girls took the water tubs to the spri ng and presently vy
came staggerin g back up the hill with the sake tub fstened to
their backs by means of the t&gg. Tt was filled to the brim with =
water when they started and the birch bark dipprer’that had been
le't in the tub to keep the water from s?illing, only partly ful-

filled its dutv and thevy were usually well soaked before they

B—



reached the house, A magnificent stream of water bubbles out from
the base of the hill about a hundred yards away It flows through
a wooden trough and thére is a stand at one side wheYe the girls
‘can rest their tubs while they ate being filled, gticking in the
bank near the spring there were a number of inao that had been e
offered to the Wakm~us~kamui who guard this spring and keep its
waters pure and healthful; and almost anyone would admit that such
a splendid supply of pure water was a god-send,

We left Okotsonéi one morning in company with Tongamarik and his
brother,to go to the pits that are situated about ten miles up

the valley., The M men ,women and children were going to their
fields and they crossed the Saru in cawaoes; the dogs that were
too timidvto smim remained on the farther bank and howled until
theirlmasters were out of sight/ ThE"SETﬂ“TSm&mﬂ%@%&w&ﬁﬂﬁﬁﬂ@”&ﬁ?e
am-and _we. forded-it. gix-times. that™day The Ainafére entitled to
hold fifteen thousand tsubos of land but they can not sell it,

[
All the good lands near to thp town are taken by the villagers, ¥

but farther up the stream there is a sapanese colony where they
are making fine fields and growing cattle‘}and the contrast
beyween their methods of cultivation and those employedybthe

Ain@ is very apparent, we found tie pits ,and the chief and his
brother worked faithfuily'althou_h the day was warm, and they went
often to the river to slake their thirst.iﬁffﬁh « In drinking

I noticed that they nearly always used a cup made from a dockleaf,
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As we were returning hﬁz: we passed near’to an old burylng ground ;
and w1sh;%§ to see whether there had been any attempt either to pe
permanently mark the site or to renew the grave stake; but we

could not get our companions to go near to the spot, amd when we @
persisted in trying to find the grave t ey showed the greatest un-
easiness, they kept shifting about upon their po;«ies and zne

did not regain their composure until we had ridden well away from
that locality,‘There were a few depressions in a grassgrown spot,l¥
there were a few rotting stakes, nothing mori)but it was a ghos£a
haunted region to our friends and they did not care to see it
molested, | : - %
When we came to the last for@yfihe people wewe returning from the
fieids. Thevchildren had brought the canoes.up to an island,ikm; aff

the men women and the dogs waded down the shallow riffle to the

L

Tk
islapd then crossed.ggi 79eeper current in their bvoats, Bui;jg
g2

i ;.‘{Z "3 é?t’:,,f PR P IR @,c ag ﬂfif
saw no bath1n§¥though they were dust begrlmed and a litle water

would have zmadg a great improvement in thier looks,
(_,ﬂi" AM ?‘{‘p & Ulkyt B / fu/@flﬂ{wﬂ ¥
We found that here at QOkotsonai, &ven. more than at Shiraoi and

A
ﬁirator%’athey were ignorant of the value of money as a means
of exchange, and in securing ethnological specimans we had tc use

cloth, needles, thread chog%aticks and such wares,as a means of b&y

/ i /
i
&
tering, They brought their chattels tc the chiefs house and we sam
spent many hours in securing a very few specimans, Late that nesh=

night, after all the neighbors had gone home, the chief took down

his
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his hunting 6utfit; a bow, a quiver , and a bear skin pouch in
which he kept his arrow-poison, chzrms, old arrow-points and other
odds and ends, Ry much persuasion we ot him to part with the
pouch and its contents, but he did so reluctantly and seemed sad
and depressed. They all seem to have a reluctance in parting with
anything that touches upon their suprstitions or their weapons of
the chase,

netween Okotanai and Piratofi there are four Aina villages and

a2t one of them we found a school where forty Aime children were
singiﬂ;g a hymn, It made me stop and listen,. for that was a fa-

douai, o b

mlllar ﬁfhe birds and the flowers and the spring air all made me

think of schooldays at home, Wou become blunted Lo the evidences

of savagery when you dwell among primitive peoples, for their deep

human and their strong per%pnallty-.~i" hides
L%L &;@ﬁ{ﬁn fﬁ,@“’ %y‘ . ’ f a“g’)

theit veeneermoff £ W  mostly composed of costume and cust-

" /;é*“'"" .

om, and they seem just like the men and&women that you have always

S
knowqﬁnd here was a village school with children singing hymnsi o

then -- two old women , redolent of the drying fish that they
carried in the matting bundles upon their backs, came up the
shaded pathway; their broad good humored faces devoid a single
evidence of intelligence; their hair unkqgt; their clothing in
rags; their bodies unwashed, It was an antithesis, the old and the

young Ainw,






Prom Pirgtori to UragaWa.
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We were compelled to wait at Piratori a few days owigzgto freshets

but one bright sunniznwr ing we starte d‘baﬂk ~Oor the coast, pass-
AT

ing through several A&au v111ages on the way, At Nuna we stopped

to watch some women who were pounding 1lily bulbs to makethe cart-

i
wheelwlike discs that are stored for winters use, At another cet-

tlement we entered a house in which thepe-were six out of s o
seven members of.the familycwere suffer ng from acute opth:lmia,
We turned g:stward at Sarafuto, and fromfiere to Uragawa)there are
several good sized fishing towns, but the preponderant population
is Japanese while the Ain@ villages are mostly small settlements ¥

that are withing the districts that bear the names of these

larger towns on the coast, This;%specially noticable at Nikap,

v‘.i‘
it » .
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and at Uragawa itself, We had to ride back into the interior for

some distance to find the Ain%ﬁalthough theO?overnmeht census cred e
its both of these towns with é larg Ain® population,

We passed through Lower Mombepsu, Atpets, Shimokibo, Upper Mombets,
Horotodsu, Obafu and Motouragawa) but aside from the delay at

3 $4 h lht? ] et
Wlkap ,omeasioned.by, required to open the pits near that town, we
A N

spent but little time in these fishing villages.

We had crossed the ATpet and the Nik-p river on bridges, but at
Shimokibo we came to the Shibuchari river where we were ferried
across the stream, This is a fine river with a considerable valley .

Wc were tempted to turn 1n1and here for there are said to be &

oy
.

“;.a“*fi J‘/‘{‘; ug«f s‘"’f‘t;z/(_:.j

: g@&dwm&ﬁyMA&ﬁ&“?TTiﬁ~g~fup tgis stream. ?hﬁﬂ:ﬁﬁﬁiﬁmAis also well

known to the Japanese for Shigushain is said to have made his



last great fight at this river and besides .there is gold in its
sands that has tempted many to explore ist upper waters,
All along the coast we saw many Alnmgworklng in the fisheries; we
saw their temporary homes upon the beach,=fhzfront of each was,Q
ﬁi& ‘estooned w1th pieces of drying skate or plaice or flounder which
; they would take back to their homes in the valleys Eo% A A 2 T-ST % <V W= B 4
the—semson when the fishing season is ended; W% saw the Aine@
women pulling the seaweed from the éurffand once we saw a boat
laden with 0il and dried fish that a dozen Ain@ women were taking
40 a waiting schooner«ihat wvag anchored far qut from the shore. ,
At one place where an Aing mother was v gathering seaweed?her lit-
tle daughter was playing "Jacks",and for her five "stones" she was
u31ng five pebbles that she had pipked up from the beach.
D mnasne WA of
Wﬁwkuﬁnad back froywthe coast at Upper Mombetsu;@passqﬁg through
scattered Aing farms until we came to quite a large settlement,
Fukani, where we went to the home of & man named Ikorek, w0
aud k2

,M'had an abundance of charms, ﬁe was the flrst person that we had

Y R
U0 o
fn. & persuade to gart_with such sacred relics, We wished to photo-

.

1Y Py
& R RS
graph his collection and consenting, he passec them out through

A

the East window'and'réfﬁ}ned them in the -ame way, Ikorek said

that corpses/as well as fetchiches and other sacred articles were

J

taken out of the house through this window, but I do not believe
that the practice is general, for we could not get any confirm=-
ation of this his statement,

V4
On our way to the chiefs house we came upon the blood stains spok=



en of in another chapter, and when we arrived at he home of
Iberikano he was in that mellow condition that is only produced

by winej for the feast was hardly ended and he offered us of the

shorsemeat stew that was still simmering in the big cooking pot.

47There were chunks of horse-meat hanging in the entry,and we found

more of the stew being prepdred at a neighboring house, That
j
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At Horotodsu we went inland to Pushi, a mixed Aino and Japanese
settlement that is scattered all along a fertile valley, We saw =
many guhdeks young girls in this region tdem& whose mouths and hands
even were tattooed long before they had an? thought of begng mar=
ried, but they seldom tattoo the forehead 11ne that we had observ-
ed in other localities, Charms too, were plentdful ij this region,
but bears skulls were relatively scarce although the paraphenalia

for the bear festival was not wanting,
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’fgéaving the coast @t M
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noten cobec | .
the valley of tke river to the settlement of Bio,

§ gud v

It was cold and rainlng’und we were c¢n ﬁ%ot ’\ere glad to

turn into the headman's house where we ming dry our cloth

f%& we turned bp=ek inland along

{;??{, ”[{‘l ) fﬂém
(ﬁ

ing . This hut WdS‘ﬂeab anu c1ean,-uher5 were wcoden gloursauwiy

—E“%

‘clean 3

ing Aing with la_gc
n  Jp—

cut featufgé@&ere almost caucasian except that the malar.

I
bones were slightly prominent. His nose was large aﬁi syraih
straight, his beard was scanty but his hair was heavy and hen
hung to his shouldersand his face ,showed = high desree of

Mea doASun ose adiicoad W ;9,8 Ouanth @X
intelligence. 9& did not requlre fd"s¢idence furnished by

x,

a gé;to 1nao, thrust into the earfu of' the fire-box , Lo coPw
convince us tha&he was an invalid,.

On the opposite side of the fire sat a sturdy young man with
whom he was conversing when we arrived. As there seemed to be
some restraint or erbarrassment existing beiween them we in-
quired @s to whether there had been a quarrel, and eventuaély}
after the young man had taken his departure, the 0ld man exsT
plained. He found that he was growing old and moreover h.d
been suffering from = cough for a long time, and he wished 1o
see his daughter married belore he died. This young man had

peen selected @s her husband but there had been sonme dis-

agreement and the youth had called in the hope of adjusting




the matter. Our visit had interrupted this interesting proceeding
and we never learned how this engagement terminated,

This man formerly contfacted for a part of the beach and worked
the sea weed industry but for the past year he had byeen ailing,
he had aﬁé pains ;n his back and chest and it seemed to us that

W

oo BT bk A G s e R When we came

he had probably filled his last contract,

to Horoki, a village a few miles farther up this same river, we f
went to the house of the headman to dry or clothing and to warm

our bones, We could scarcely see across the fireplace on account

6f the smoke and we had to lie close to the floor to get good air,
but while we Wait:§%:i occupied the time in drawing the tatttoo
designs on the hands of the headman's weman wife,

She had a spot tattooed in the center of her forehead that she

said was put there for the relief of headache, and I saw one /juiEsr
man who had a similar mark on his fo;;ead that he said was put
there for the—eesli-ef-0f the same matedy., V7 ad o .

When we were thd uroughly wgrmed and partially dried, we got the
chief's two sons to bring their horses to carry us across the rive—
er, They brought two colts that were not more than half grown, and
when we saw the swolen river with logs running swiftly down the
stream we had misgivings, but mounting behind the two youths.

we plunged into the water, The logs nearly upset our ponies; my
compamnion got wet but we came over in safety. While we were floun -~

dering isr=the-sty®sm across the ford we saw akumidwsi woman crossing

from island to island at a point a little farther down the stream,

e —



She was using stilts, such % as we used g8 éoys, and when she fell
off of them into the cold water, it seemed to afford considerable
amusement to our guides) but ignoring their bad manners she got

upon her stilts again and accomplished the crossing without furthe
mishap., We crossed a wide stretch of intervening hills and boggy

lands‘in coming over into the valley of another river where there

i, »
I }f{%vq ok

was a settlement known as theﬂ'l‘rue Hearted Society;'y A philanthrop ~
ic convert to christianity had established a community-farm and &
there were wooden houses with chimneys, there were barns and or-
chards, and the air was laden with the perfume of the blossoming
plum trees, but the fences and the barns and the church were in
need of paint and repairs, =wd there was an absence of the thrift
that usually characterizes Japanese farms, and it would seem as
though the endeavor had been but a partial failure,

At Motouragaﬁa, a short distance away, we found a sake-making es-
tablishment; the Ainu{that we met returning to th?ir‘homes farther
up the river were helplessly intoxicated and it&%ﬁgg;é as though
the brewery was better patromized than the church had been,

We were ferried across the stream,then we sat down to rest on the
sand dunes that here rise up like ‘huge fortresses 1o protect the

lands beyond from the further inroads of the sea.

ri more, nearly seven miles,to Uragawa tOWn.

omreg

They saimh it was theee
The coast is rugged, the road goes up ov'r the headlands then down
along the sands.and’ite sun want was setting as we started on our
way and the mists came driving in from the sea aceOSS the purple

waters shuttine out the ¥iew of the foast «



We stumbled along in the darknes for what seemed to us an inter-
minable time befodr the lights of the town came into view and we
were glad to reach a hotel,for we had walked a weary way through
the rain anid the mud,

There was no suggestion of an Aing village in this thriving fish-

5}; ; *"‘aﬁv-‘ﬁ“-i ?“’ B
ing tq?ég bﬁt there is a settlement called Mukobets about three
1y, % Lt

milesf;way where there are a good many Ain@ houses scattered
through a valley. The house of the chief, Utanoski’, looked as
},though there had been an eviction, for nearly every thing that he
)})f}~owned had been taken out into the dooryard. This was the second
day of a funeral feast on the occasion of the death of his grand-
child; there were abou! twenty people in the house eating and dxik
drinking at the time we came along; there were plenty of others s®

about the outside of the hut and the greater number o '~them were

drunk, W€ could see¢ but little difference between thie—femst the
/ %W?‘f ‘;)!(,m,rt

e

condition of this community and the one at Fulani,where they had
been feasting in much the same way in honor of the hiﬂﬁ% of a gra
grandchild, gECept thaﬁﬁ here at jukobets they were not so fortun-
nate in the matter of horse flech, »

We had intended going from here to the Tokachi valle#%y way of the
coast route but the officials dissuaded us because of the ddfidewn.
eulty bad condition of the roads and the difficuity in securing
transportation., We therefore changed our plans and returned to.-#
Hakodate in the hope of getting a steamer to Nemuro; I skall say
very little about the return voyage Lo Hakodate, in a little tug

that was laden with oilA and dried fish, for the reason that no
S s 2 P c
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.one on boardﬁexcept the captain and his crewxawere capable of

taking notes and we wvere glad to forget the little that we could

remember, When we were once more on shore we resorted to a diet of

milk and ice for a day or two,






We had notwced that all along the coast from Aﬂzruran to Shikiu,
at varying depths belowX¥ the surface soi%' ket there Ywas a deep
layer of scoria and ashes overlying the original surface soil B

: s
‘a@on making inquiry concerning this condition‘we1yementoldhthat =&

fﬁkfnearby volcano, Termai was in te habvit of errupting ,and that as

rece'ntly as 1874 it had sent a gretf'shower of ashes over this
part of the country.ffhose Ainﬂiliving between Shiraoi and Moruran
were especially frightened;a-éfZ£ought their last day had come;
{%ey took their "precious things",and other portable belongingsy

and climbed upon their house-topé{ They said that the ashes fell
in such quantities that the sky tan darkened and that the grouhd
was covered with ashes to a depth of six ihches,

Rut in places the scorié was eisht inches beneath the new loanmg
that had accumulated since the ashes had fa.ller}dnd considerably
more than thitty years would be necessary for its formation,'
Bridgford,who traveled along this coast in 1873/noticed this same
layer of ashes‘ existing then in much the same condition as it is
today, and it:%ertain that this devastating eryption of some one
of the nearby volcanoes took place a long time ago,

(Rridgford, Transactions of the Asiatic Society of Japan, Vol. 2
page 78.)

Learning that there was a remnant of amiagesiese volcano not far

sway, I was easily persuaded by Oyabe to made a detour to Takimoto,
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h1m a“bag of small ‘silver coins fo be used in } afling, and §

Oyabe and I had set out alone to visit the 1nterven1ng set-ww

et SRR
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tlgments. ) It was late in the afternocn when we finished

Ui,
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our work at Shikiu and decided upon the Takimoto trip, but

without more ado we went back to Noboribetsu‘on f?gf_iEEQ’-!‘g

-waited at an inn

for the stage .wugnmank»he@»%eawsenmedmwbywaw%&gWTRpﬁﬁﬁse
girlmwhowwag”gbwlécking~¢nWawaansemniwhymoxw&hazmm3Msagnwgave
up trying-to-amuse-Wer, When the wagon came it wWas a discour -
aging looking vehicle; a box like a coal bin was placed on
a rickety running gear, ssd there was no sign o%iﬁmspring *o0
gpr a seat and one of the horses was evidently ou t of re-
pairs, But we climbed into the box and sat upon the floor,
Jehu larruped his horses and with one troting and the other
galloping we climbed the mountain ,just—as the sin-went down.
As we climbed higher up the mountain and darkness set inqthe
chilliness crept into our bones , Our driver lighted a paper
lantern and hung it on the side of the wagon that was next

to the ravine, a precautiom that probably kept us from fa&i-

ing down the hiilside. It occasionally went out, but with pa-

we
tience and matches we it it,and, toiled and jolted alonguk
wr 714u%£u£ )%Z.ﬂaéilw

until a2bout nine o'clock‘ it seemed. nears




i gt
“I s¢eured

a youth to guide me to the souyrce of th-a&s,‘hot water, supplyéd %

l»é«%ﬂ%«» fw: 77a ‘}ﬁ"ﬁl ¥ }{«»%’ Al Vi /M’ @il .
It looﬁs as though the whole tdp of the mountain had been
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blown away by some subterranian explosion and that the

hot lava had melted away one side of the crater's cup<FRe i

lam- to form the ravine down which the hot water now flows,
Y opors

In some places the s 49$a-n escapes through holes

that have a yellow coating of pure sulphur, at places il shke$

W s » . o oy
shoots up into t“oﬁ like steam escaping from a pipe on a win

ters day, while at still other.poiﬁts it bubbles and seethes
in great cauldron like depressioné with a sound like a rush ige-
ing train,It is dangerous to rove about unless you have a
glide who is familiar with the ground}and many o: the most
gre beyond the zone of safety,

Ascending the.lilll beyond.thls.podnt, we came to the edge

interesting places
B ARCE

>

ol a second crater, Near by wsa a huge cauldron-l=<¥e rlzde
 with bubbling mud and escaping steam, and far below us ey,
at the bottom of the crater was = lake of mud with steam ris-
ing from it, Across on the opposite lip of the crater was a A
jagged spur from which men were digging almost pure sulphur
anggﬁgre carrying it in baskets down to a store house near

to fhe lake, These rugged rocks were beautifully colored in
shades of yellow, red and brown, and here and there the woods
in narrow strips had crept down from the summit of the mount =
ain almost %o the edge of the lake, adding a contrasting

shade of green, TItwisva-weryrbeautifiil..




It 7"as a ver, beautiful and awe inspiring sight, and I was qguite

prepared to believe that when the top of this mountain had blown ®

away there must have been

con - %iﬂshower of ashes that
ﬁ{ v;w,gim, ﬁ'ggru?)' W,ﬂm&ﬁ f‘f«g» ‘;O

-,,,,ﬁqu m ;{}gz [ﬁﬁ

accompanied it .% L Y nﬂgg;mh&xﬂ

¢4 ¢ # WA hed Vit QA0 u,amaw%
}qﬂmmgsﬁégzsznaige And judging from the unsafe c ndltlon of 1La |
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present lﬁ# T thought it also probable that it might de—se agdléa

o ‘ Lo ® b
But whether Takimoto, Termal,?‘!bu, or’?ﬁy other volcgno was respoi
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g:ble 1s%£5t so important as the tlmeﬁfha$ yt'occazred and the ef
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fect;upon the inhabitants, S—

There had been some stone implemeﬁ£;wf;;nd near the station
of Noboribetsu but the arrival of the train put an end to our
inquiries as to the location of certain " pits " that are

said to exist in that neighborhood » and with reluctance we
relinquished the search for prehistorie evidence and return -
ed to our Ainws, But this lava stratum, the pits!and the
legendary " koropok guru " discussionébegun on this trip to

Takimotdkept recurring as we proceeded on our journey, and wmhbfw
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chaea%e%ayrkeeps recurring all through the study of the AinQ,

chiefly because mangy of the Ainag ,in endeavoring to ex-

me‘fw

plain thesw very evident™ of a prehistoric occupation

e,

of their country, say that they uaﬁF the remains of the
: %’: f' /Z;!m»{

dwellings and the fortifications o¥ thelrzancestor%z h11 %
others claim that they were the work cf the dwarf-like people

7uﬁﬁﬁumwﬁ
whom their ancestors drove to the Nbrthward or even exter-
minated. I have already quoted in a former chapter , Milne's
opinion that these legendary Koropok-guru were the Kamcha=
dales, I lean to this same belief, but I feel that the evi-
dence is not yet sufficient to draw a definite conclusion,
and for that reason I yielded to the importunities of my com
panion, and opened several of these pits in the hope that we
might find some additional evidence bearing upon this sub-
jecte
On an open wooded ridge =zbout a quarter of a mile from Niewan

there are several depressions or pits situated near ta some

springs, These pits wvary in siz{from ten to twelve feet in

}
i
i

diameter for the circular ones,'and from twenty five to thir-
ty feet in lenght for the rectangular ones, poth kinds

were from two to three feet in depth below the level of the



fkrfi
surrounding soilyAd there were hqgﬁ oak trees at the sides

WA etk ﬂe%{:?

of the pltg,bui in the pits there were nn—;;eas axaaptﬁln a

few instances whese there were some saplings.

Wp opened one of the circular pits

EJorh¥
ons~edde but after digging to its center we fond nothlng‘$m£

a few flat owval stones,

3§E'then selected one of the rectangular depressions, Its size
Lawd asigd
and, shape and the fact that its long axis was)@ast and

AinQ companion to remark that this was suggestive of

R O o  We opened a trench from three to four f&
wead  Lat
feet wide across the plﬁifrom !est to gast.

an Aing

At the edge of the pit we cut through six inches of loam,'
leaves.and tree roots, then a layer of lava-ash varying in
depth from two to two and a half feet, beneath this was a
fine black loam with a clay subsoil, In the pit itself therc

[’Q Wne-
was also & hrecent loam/ contalnlng a trace of ashycorrespond—
ing in depth to the surrounding forest soil}igm beneath this

was the true loam.on a level with the same soil that was be-

b
neath the lava at.the edge of'-the plt} é@f"]%& *gﬁgf fﬁﬁwﬁ /Z ¥
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On top of the surface soil qﬁ the center of the pit we

found a great number of deer bones in a good state of preser.
vation, indicating that they had found their way to that ;

- o /FW,; dgivg o .4,;??'
spot within recent years. Beheath the surface 3011Aand over-
lying the o0ld surface soil we found ashes, charcoal,charred

a nd broken bones, and round stones, and we hud no doubts but

that this had been the firewplace,



wiat

At the %est end of the pit we found a number of deer's bones
haIf way down in the ash-layer,é and also underneath the asheséwwwL
Qegwik,we found charcoal,bones and flat stones.
Did the occupants of this abode excavate this pit subsequent
to the fall of the ashes , as we at first thought, or was
there a house standing fhefe to protect the pit when the erup ~
tion occurred,as the absence of scoria in the pit and the
presence of the charc¢oal, lawva.,and cooking stdnes,underneath
the two foot layer of lava at the edge of the piﬁ,would seem
to indicate? I believe that the latter hypothesis is the cor-
rect one, And if there were people living there at the time
thiz shower of ashes fell, we can readily imagine the effect.
Leaving out of consideration the fear and consternation that
must have been occasioned, this terrible blight falling upon
this part of Yezo, for the time , put 2n end to most of the
animal and vegetable life, so that the inhabitants of this
village either perished, or moved to another region where tp?
could subsist; and they left nothing but this pit and a few
charred embers to testify to their occupancy. -
Another point that is worth considering in this connection,
is the fact that we founfi neither pottery nor stone imple-
ments, not even a flint chip- that universal sign of the

4 '
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Several miles above the village of Okotsonai, the last vil-
3y

2 Oy :,',4,@{.@ A
lage in the Saru valley, we found some pits, Some of them wse
were from fifteen to twenty feet in diameter, others were not
more than eight feet in diameter and all of them had s<eping
steep sloping sides, Some of them were more suggestive of
sink holes than the pits that we had just investigated, but/
| w oo W e
our Ain@ guide thou ht they were the real pits and their loe —
A

tion on a little tableland @\set in an ampitheater of hills

near to the river was suggestive of & village sitey bubowe

i~ / ¥
A mile further up the valley we came to some moreﬂpits, sim®

paadl 2l

ilar: in formﬁﬁo those we had seen at Niewan’but after open-

oy

ing several we found not hing more than that the same
ot Thea Fidles
lava ash had fallen, but there was not even a trace of a fire -

place to prove that they had been human habitations.

About two miles to the ﬁgstward o?»Nikap, where the rocad
turns back from the coast to cross a ravine,I noticed some
unglazed pottery upon the roadside, This led to a systematic
cearchyand an excavation of this bank . There was an abunda-
nce of pottery fragments andﬁ flint chips scattered on
bothﬂ sides of this ravine., I also found & stone ax zdflsome
arrow-heads, one being made from obsidion,

In making the excavation , we passed through six inches of
surface loam, then from four to six inches of lava-ashes, the

there was then about two feet of o0ld loam, six inches of sand

and then we came upon a pavement formed of flet stones and



and fragments of pottery‘ Tﬂg had béfzn talking so much about the
fermer inhabitants of thése pits that in imagination they had be-
come quite like old friends, and when we came down upon this paved
£1o0r Wblwibuevidonoaswedus<fiuwiimee  we felt as though we had
stepped into the kitchen of some rural friend and $EEin thought

we commended his ingenuity in thus utilizing the otherwise useless

fragments of pottery.
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4
otgugigr, The pottery had rope marks around tie top of what
must have been jars; they were charred iméde inside, and these-
aldo Gotn b Af?ﬂ £
fr¢gments were, found 1n the old or buried loam d e nded

Pa
a\,ﬁi W./)
down as far as the) bottom of thepite Bones and charcoal were

found at the lowe?faevels[ﬁ¢@?hiaw @y?w
There were some more pits near to Nikap that Oyabe invest-
igated’while I was digging at the place just described, in
which he found sem& some arrow chips and fragments of pot-
tery; and we saw evidences of pottery fragments aﬁﬁ flint
chips at intervals between Nikap and Uragawa., At the latter :
town we were visited by an 0ld antiquary who had R?gfeat :

4
J sremerat fyu

nngermvf arrow po nts of all uerts and a flne pot in prfect

é’? ﬁ” &A c"’1 /s

Near to the town of Motomoruran, om Volcano Bay, we found a
kitchen-midden that was a'mine of broken pottery, shells,
f1int ckips, broken bones and arrow heads, There were also
stones that were used for grinding ahd one that was worn w=meh
smooth on one edge a8 though it had been used as a saw to cut

other stones, iy —

most.entire, In the town of Motomorgran we found arrow poinké

and a huge stone ax, imperfectly formed, that weighed at

o ¥ “**ak%r
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ay
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we are not able to comclude anything, with cert-

ainty,beyond the fact that'fhese pits were in some cases



' $
used as habitations$ that the rectangular pits at Niewan and

the upper Saru valley show no trace of pottery or flint imple-
mentsy and that the evidences of ante-histotic habitations

are to be found on the gbuth goast of Yezo as well as =BTt




The chesskots are banks of earth and depressions in the ground
that look not unlike minature fortifications, and the Ainu say
~that they were the forts and stockedes that their ancestors made
and used during their internescine disputes,

They had many causes for disputes growing out of their jealousies
comoncerning their respective rights to certain districts. Rach
chief had a region set apart as his especial baliwick and no one
outside of his village could hunt or fish within this district
without first gaining the consent of the chieftain., This led to a
great many petty wars and ,the Ainu say, to the eérection of these
chesskots,

As we were going from the village qﬁ Okotsonai to the pits in the
upper Saru valley, we passed one of these chesscots that our com-
panton,Tongamorik, headman of Okotsonai, said was erected by his
ancestors as a protection agaeinst the inroads of the people who
lived to the North of them.

This chesskot was in the form c¢f a horeeshoe and measured about
seventy feet in its transverse diameter, There were two circulard
itches paralel to each other that wewe about two feet deep., The

chief thoﬁght they had once been undergrounffi passages which had
caved in , leaving these ditches, but we could see nothing to con-
vince us that this was true, If this had been a stockade they were

well provided with water, for there was a fine spring welling out

of the bank at one heel of the horqeshoe. p

Y et
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We heard of other chesskots near B@ﬂabovﬂ and in the valley of tie

Shibuchari river, but we did not go to see them.
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At Mombetsu there is a hill back of the town on wgich there is a

I ' o
fame chesskot,ﬁhourglass in form and has a dry moat surroubding it.,

NHW%iAthere was another small earthwork situated on a
poit of land overlooking the town, There was also another point on
this tableland that had a ditch cut behind it;ﬁha$whadwbeﬁnwmade
by .some..ones.hands, and the Ainu claimed that both of these places
were ancient fortifications, Théy may have been, but they seem
more like toy fortifications, and if they were used for defence
they probably had stockades erected upon them .

With all our discussion and study of these mounds 1 do not believe

that we were much wiser than before we began and I am willing, for

” e
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the present, to allow the Aiﬁﬁhhis “opinion undisputed., But I felt
N

repaid for all of my exertions in behalf of the chesskots when I ®
r“"f ',f A
£

saw the view from this one a¥ Mixanﬁdhi
The sea was moaning on the yellow sands at the foot of the bluff,
the bold he=dlands that stretched away to the Eastward were clothd

in green and beyond them the dlstant mountalns rose in dark blue
Rfouued T Blpndlees Cap »
serrations ﬁhé#:u:ve wathwhite«enﬂwmeﬁfgﬁks -down--their-gides
__,M
Some\Japanese farmers were still planting their beans in Lhe lin-

gering twilight, and down below me the belated Ainu wemen were dw

pulling seaweed from the surf, There was not a sail to be seen,
v

but the flshln boats came trooping hom &?ropelled by the long swe

tia B SV /7y ¥ 4 S

sweepsg acrosa level seagj:ami perfect peace seemed to reign in
;!v

Ainuland jhat made all thoughts of war anffi fortifications a sac-

e X
Illlge‘?‘ I there endéd‘the 8tudy of the chesskots,
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Recent storms had disarranged the sailing schedule of the steam-
ers for Nemuro and to avoid a long delay at Hakodate we decided

; M ,
to make the circuit of Volecano Bayd/in staed o¥ going to the Rbrthdmmuq%

. We went by stage to Mori, a distange of about twenty five miles,

i rrade ase fod aved ‘oAt
but beyond that poingﬁwe took whatever method of transport tleest
Gpuld

waqxdbtainqllb. It is about ten miles from Hakpdate to the base
of the hills and the soil ;s fertile;thé@e were thrifty locking #®
farms with fruit-trees in bloom. Wistefia was almost ready to
bloom; peonies and iris were budding in the little gardens and @
still we could see snow on the mountains, When we had climbed to¥

the top .of the watershed, we could see)fthe Gibralter—like”Hako-

' : L e o .
date HeadfonrtPe one g with the intervening f lat lands and ¥

s e

little villages; whilke on the other side of the divide the rag-
ged outline of Kemogézkake Komogotake rose in front of us with
little lakes nestling in the woods at its base, Another mountain,
a8 cone shaped as Fujisan, was geen across the bay and farti@r
away Termai camet in to view, Here were three volcanoes that had
oncé bBen active}and although I do not know which gw was the culsrdi
prit, any one of them could easily have made that layer of ashes
that 1is so conspicuous in this part qf Yezo. Volcano bay is well
Fnswsd auco :

named}for aside from these threeﬂthat have been mentioned thefg
are other volcanoes,and the bay is surrounded by mountainsg” save

on the Rast where its waters join the Pacific pcean,

Descending the long steep grade on the Mori side of the divide,

51 Qo

our Jehulwho Lseémed indifferent to time 2nd distance , showed the



metal that was in him, and we ; jent scurrying down the mountain ot
a break-neck pace, The ponies were running at full specd,'the old
coach éizg swaying from side to side like a cradle, and ruts and &
stones and passing carts made noﬁfalteration in é%; method of gesg
going, We were envelcoped in a cloud of dust and clung to the awn-
ing stanchions to keep in our seats but as he was headed in the |
right direction we we did not interfere, Suddenly a fine looking
Aing swung himself lightly into the stage from the step at the
rear, He seemed like an apiration-- Aioina Kamui dropping from the

%&%ﬁéluudg. But it was only Benkai going down to Mori to see his

p

4 friend Dr. Mikaoka. Benkai became famous in Japan -e<few-resrs-eso,

at the time the Crown Prince was married; for h%went to Tokio and

\
took with him as a wedding present a most highly prized and char-
Apred L. :
acteristic Aing gift; but whag1a'Japanese princess do with a pair

i
4
of bear cubsy since she did not believe in sacrificing them to the

gods 3 We went with Benkai to the house of Dr, Nikaoka, who keeps

//f ,‘i fo #ad
in his storehouse many of Benkai's tredsures.aammgll—as some o%ker

Aing weapons and pfeh&a%ef&e some fine prehistoric pottery.

WMQS

/One jar that was made to be >uspended hsﬁqfour perforated fandlec¢

on its 51des. ana‘would not stand algzgk another smaller jar had
o /4 ;sti Y

some red powder - tlll clinging to its insidey and at, sapporo , &t

' fﬁwmhwafm ) |
the hospibet , I ssw a{seal}that ad the same red material upon

ite There were war-clubs too, the first that we had seen, and one
of them had a bundle of leaves bound to one side, Benkai said that

formerly the Ainodfastened a piece of human heart in the groove

now filled by the leaves, and at another place they told us that






they sometimes smeared the shidu with snake's blood,

Benkai's home is a bout ten miles farther around the bay and e

]

o : &
hetme looked more like a Ja panese than an Ain@ house, The "Rast

y

cated that Benkai is a proselyte; but he has a fine collection

window" was nol on the fast side, and a Shinto shrine further indi-

of bears' skulls on his nusa and he very kindly made us a present

of one, No orthodox Ain® would have dared to desecrate his nusa

as @enkai did,
At Yurlp we saw a great many charms but Ain® customs are not very

0
uniform and you]$ind charms here that are not found in other regim
/

gions; we saw only a few charms in the Mu and Saru valleys, and €X =
v : x ve

cept here at Jurup we did not find either the'igarapopu'or the

crab-charm in use., War clubs also were more common along this bay

L ;
than they were farther to the E?stward, while tattooing secms &3~

A o
io be falling inte disuse, but this;reginnwtgﬁgééggsé more bears?
skulls on the nuga along this coast than at any plabe we went,
We saw some boys playing that they were horses,and they heighten-
ed the imaginative e;fect by the use of two muscle.shells &t
wexe held beneath their feet? by megns of a cord that was fast-

ened to the shells}aﬂd was passed between their toes and held in

their hands as a pair of reins., When they galloped about in imita¥
tion of horses this wesms goppagopba, gave out a sound that sug-

amk
gested its name, tdiwi is not unlike the sound off a pony's hboﬁ_beéig

when he is galloping along a hard road.



/

where Dr. Scheube saw the bear

- Konnoi was
festival already mentioned, but it did not offer much to interest
us and a few miles farther on we came to a stil%ﬁ‘smaller settle-
ment where there were but three huts upon the beaeh and only women
occﬁpying them, Their'husbands were all away at the fisheries, and
one young woman had been living there alone for siﬁ% months keep-
ing her house in readiness for her husbands return,
. sl Lma
Oshamambi waa a town of thirty four houses and thetgmauaé&xpere
neét and clean although many of the houses were far from *ﬁe AinQ
model, Villages vary much in the matter of tidiness; most of the
coast towns # thét have a mixed population are very slovenly,
while the villages that are built farther away from the coast seem
to be better cared for., 1In these villages along Volcano Bay the
houses ardriddages 2re not very characteristic; there may be two
doorways on the southern side and the sliding ddor has displaced
the’matting drop-curtain, But the j@st window, the sacred coOr g

luoad
ner and the position of the fireplace will be consistent inkevry'ﬁmxf-

AamesHEls BNEEEET 2 o
4 % .
The headman of pshamambi was Notchess, the ol d hunter already
Kadad 8» o TR aad
mentioned as the one who had . He was

v?ry particular that we should not tell h;s neighbors that he had
sertodsn nio respons fo i wriitel Mo Ltscsceot Wi exlises fo o
There is no wagon road from here to Abuta, a distance of thirty |
miles,=and we followed a grass-grown trail along the flat lands

vetween the beach and the hills,un til at lenght the cliffs ju:E;&J

Tt to—tHea g wotirm.. wa



out into the sea them we trailed back into the forestg shut in by
tall bamboo-grass and trees or the tall docks that grow to the
height of a man in the damp ravines, gSometimes the trail was so
steep that the ponies almost stood on their heads andthey stumb-
%i led badly over the rocks, neyond jevungi the road has been hewjv
%&ﬁk along the cliffs or‘%’there is a tunnel through théﬂh. Rocky is-
lets covered with cedars stand s~ in groups ahﬁammxauésm£zam‘
a stone's throw from the headlandé)as though they had been broken
off from the mainland in some terfible upheaval The trail winds
up the hills or plunges down the steep grades like the paths of
savages ,instead of the usual well planned roads that the Japanese
make, put from the brow of one of these hills we saw a view that
was more suggestive of Nippon than Hokkaido. There was a fertile
littie valley with a creek winding through it to empty into an
estuary of the bay, am& near its mouth there was an arched bridge
with a junk moored to iEj and to complete the picture, therewas a
little shrine with tori in front of-gfsituated upon & MeREPeners

hillside near the trail, But the prettiest view that we saw in #

this island of beautiful scenerw%as from the top of the last leedd

;/

headland before we reached Bembi., mnown through the woods that
crowned the cliffs there were little vistas of the,blue%'waters of

the bay. Directly acrozs the bay was the two peaked Komogatake,
7 4 f’d'r‘&.u'\]i P ‘f g
L‘/ﬂ f!{l (ST gy &
its base hidden in a cloudbpank, Across deep valleysqthe ground
[egendd ‘

roge in sharp ridges and them was the conical peak of Tio-

sama. The sea was on our right hand, the the wooded hills and ¥

dark ravines were on our left; pembi lay in the foreground in frot

e ——
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ﬁﬁ The il head man was Ikashiwaka, He lives in a house that is

of us and beyond that village the curving shoreline stretched away
towards Moruran where itk was lost in the mist,

Levungi had but a few Ain@ houses but there was a government ,

ém%v f}/ j,/:i tf/?::fﬁ‘(v’
police station and a Rge Japanese houses, An old m“nﬁwﬁﬁggéréh

e

leprosx* was the only occupant of one house that we
entered, He was very affable, told us about the cradle cord and o
the amulets hanging to it, but could not give us giy information
about the albatross-head charm althgﬁhgh he had two of them hang-
ing to his shuwat He said that they were heirlooms that hsd come
down through #® many generations -ﬂat the reasons for %’.\heir use -&
had been forgotten, BRembi was a sadly demoralized A town exter-
nallygbut there were many ékulls upon the nusa, and I doubt not
they maintain their old time customns. Abuta also has the look of
anything but an Ainma town, for there is a Sendai colony in this se
district and fiel&js of reps—and--beewe mustard and beans cover

. 4
o
the nearby hills withibeautiful patchwork %;xyellow and green,

stuccoed and shingled,and there are apple treses in his dooryard,
He was childless, but had adppted two:Igpanese children who wew
can not speak their mother tongue, but in language and customs and
‘ﬁiﬁ«w
everything but bloo%wgre Aing children. We asked this chief about
the tuttlahead charm and he said that it had fallen into disuse #&-
h#r at Abuta,because they had tried to stay the conflagration 1%
that had almost wiped out their town ahout a year before our

visit, and as it had not been of much aid they had 1lost faith

e S :
in its p ower to stay a fire,
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But he still had faith in the albatross-head charmy for when the

o,

cut worms vere destroying theyflelds «f‘mllleﬁ he had taken his

o -.« g st ® A’r ,ﬂ
B SRS { :

caarﬁ(Lo the fleld eaeh#da& for ten consecutlve daz§/irand_1he¥e

s s

offered prayers and libations of sake’and on the tenth day the
worms had given up the unequal struggle and had disappeared

Qud M&é %&‘MM s
Usu, is a beautlfully located village with a mixed populatlo bhse
I el ia *mwm Mm Qmu *{“faé:»ir §)
’Lhere is a Buddhist temple a @1’6(10110 chapel and &]-ez wine ™
~shop that was doing morebusiness than either the temple or the cig
chapel, We came to this place several tlmeshs we went and came g

Frew Gdndp.

in our excursions

‘bo Lake Toya’ but could never find the head-man

i1
”at home, We soon ascertained trat this was not trug,and when

7,6
we did meet lSm Kiktoku, endeavored to apologise for his apparent

A
rudeness. He said that he knew he was getting old and eccentric,
but that he had had many reverses of fortune; the old times had
changed and he had changed #6 too., One of his sons had gone
away last year on a sealing schooner and all hands were lost; ames-
another son had gone to the mountainsﬂﬁﬁﬁti.g and had nefxer re-
turned; the lapanese settlers were encroaching upon his lands and
he could get no redress; he was losing his sight and becoming deaf,
and he feared thayt he would go crazy, But he called in his friend
oburutu, who helped entertain us‘and this chief proved to be one
of u&e most intelligent and entertalnlng Ainu that we met,
We discussed ancient customs, gods 4 nd charms R R e |

// A o e
and it was thés—elrief who volunteered the information that Aioina

i
; ﬁ.,[:.:{,:i».. i
k;mUi taught tRewddnu how to make pots from clay and instruments

of stone., He also started to tell us the origin of tattooing and



in the course of a rambling story, said that Aicina k;mui, who was
being fed by the #@r@pok guru, saw that the women's hands were
tattooed and he siezed one of them and th K;ropok ran away; and &
he lost the point of hiis story as they so often did’and we got

no farther with tattooing,

Oburutu and a blind henchman of the»chief's/showed us how they
used the war-club in the géﬂme of endurance; ukara; and as a

sort of atonement for his rudeness, the chief gave us at parting

hig fine old tobacco box}t
On the way from Usu to Motomoruran we passed through the only
thriving settlement that we saw in Yezo. This was at Mombetsu, A~

ggggaSmsn%eﬁy where there was a hemp and an indigo factoryg'We sSaw
) 29
some forty laborcrs in one field ps transplanting beans, butdtzerd

were no Ainnéhere)ue we went on to old Moruran, a small town

wedged in between %ﬁ¢ steep hills where a stream comes down to

T S .

the seaxi; In the house of y\éZd man whn:sas—anﬁ%“@pcrep%/ﬁ/we

e

found a hornets nest decorated with inao, an d a§ certained that #

it was used as a medicine for the cure of rheumatism; but it is

rf'}"-}ﬁf‘ (‘ #

first burned to form a charcozl, tk7¢ is rubed up with bears grease
before 1@ is applied as a remedy.

There were noy sons in this famdly and an only daughter cared for
the o0ld man and his wife, We looked at their charms and treasures
and burial garments,and then made them = present off scme sake} and
before drinking the o0ld man offered three drops to the fire,one

{f ﬂ"ia M;@"}G

drop each to the cherms, one,to the Do e and#Lo each end of the

fire-place; then he drank—the=remaindes placed the mustach lifter

p—
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across the top of the cup and dr ank the remainder without WOrry-
ing about his mustache, Then the old lady toék her turn and offer-
ed a libation to the fire-place and to the pot; and in explanation

of this seeming inconsistency in their customs, they said that the

P & “

woman had of ferdd the libation because s <8 daughter had handled
Whieh Vanndd Hu ¢ Y pros iy & Men Wowld Yeto o wamzxéél .
the charmsxA. The old woman and the daughter as well/had discussed
the gods quite as freel y as the 0ld man had done, and this was
something we had not met with elsewhere, There are about one hund -
red and fifty women and only one hundred and tweniy men at this &
town,and this may accouht for the emancipation of the sex,

Seven miles more of the road brought us to the railway at Mofurani
anf from there we took train for Sapporo.

Of our subsequent travels in Yezo there is little to addlsince

Eafreced
they afforded no Ainformation concerning the Aindg{,

,{,“1 Prer: -';mej 6{?%&'@
1 to leave the island without speaking

Rut it would be
a @ word of thanks to the Japanese who, from the Gomernor, Barom
Sonada, to the least official in isolated kenchos, were % most
pedmrve—amd helpful in the matter of securing transpoytation and in
giving gannﬁa& information concerning the Aingdor the country, ommed

as well as most polite in all of their dealipgs with us,



