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Hanners and Customs of the Paople of Southern Bornao.
By H. M. Biller. DNec. 18%",1900. Phila. Geo. Sec.

About three years ago I had the pleasure of addressing this
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goeisty upon the manners and customs of the natives of BSarawak,

a country from which we had hut lately reaturned. Since than
we have again visited Borneo, but we have axtended the field
of our investigation, 8o that fTrom Labuan-on the North and
Wes%, all the way round t¢ the mouth of the Balungan river
on the Rast, we have touched at most of the important places,
entered the mouth of nearly every river, and ascended the
largsr rivers a8 far as was possible under the exisiting con-
ditiens.

Our party divided at Singapore in the sarly part of ths
vear 1897. Dr. Furness raturned to Sarawak and HMr. Barrison
and I proceeded to Dhtech West Borneo.

Six months later we again met, Nr. Furness had by that
time sxplored the head waters of the Baram and Tinjar rivers.
Mr. Barrison and I had ascended the Kapuas river, a dav's
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Journsy bavond Putus Sibéta, the last Dutch outpost, a distance
of ovor five hundred miles from the sea coast; we also ascanded
the Sibau, a tributary of the Kapuas, to its source; crosssd

the intarvening water shed, the "Tohen Batu®;, and descended
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the Balleh and its tributaries, eventually reaching the sea

at the mouth of the Rejang river. In October 1897 HMr.Harrisen
and I procesded to Dutch Hast Borneo, ascending the Kotel
river %o the village of Ana, a distance of about three hundred
miles. We had expected to fumbler ascend the Kotel river, te¢
cross the Tchen favther to the Rastward, and again reach the
sea by way of the Balleh and Rejang rivers. In this latter
antarprise we ware disappointed hecause the Dutch governor
would not give his consent for us to procsed beyond Ana. I%
was during these attempts to explere the central highlands,
and the delavs caused by the Duteh officials, that we were
able to c¢ollect many of the FRthnographical and Natural Histery
specimens now displayed at the University Museum; and 1t alse



enablad Mr. Harrison to make this unusual c¢ocllsction of phote-
raphs, which I shall show you to-night.

In order that these photographs may be the more readily
undarstood, let me refresh your memory as to the political
and s2¢ial conditions thﬁt exist in Borneo at the present time.
Bornse is the second largest island in the world and has an
area cf 286000 sq. miles. It is a Jungle clad from 1its marshy
coast to its central mountain chain. In the lowland swamps
the mangroves plant thelr stilt-like roots in the mud and the
Nipa palms fringe the tidal waters. Batwsen this marshy coast
and the hills stretch the level forest lands, where the grea?l
buttressed Tapang and Banvan traes tower above the palms and
fern, and the craeepess knit their boughs into an inextricable
tangle. In the hill country the foeests are mora open and there
are game-trails leading across the ridges that separate one
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watayr course from another, but in the lowlands these game-

tralls ewet are seldom seen and the streams are the only

practicable routes of travel.
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Hearly all these Sftmeams take their source in the central
rmountain chain, and where Jjeinad by other brooks, they soon
bacome mountain ftorrents that dash down the rapids and over
the rocks with incessant roar. Thair waters are clear and cold
in ¢he high lands, but are soiled by the muddy banks of the
low lands, and the incoming tide lessens the forcge of thair
currants. In the uplands, the trees overarch the stireams,
craspers festoon from bank to bank, and orchids droop over
the waters; but in the low lands thaere is no such beauty of
scensry, %the sun beats down with pitiless fury upon the broad
ranches of the rivers, an unbroken silance reigns throughout
the heat of the day, and the crocodiles sunning themselves upen
the muddy banks, ssem the only svidences of 1life. But hidden
away among the undergrowth, there are myriads of insects, rep-
tile8 and Tour-Tooted animals; birds and monkeys inhabit the
tress, and al early moerning and again befere sunset, all this
silant low land bursts into movement and song.

- em



Bach of these streams, and the region dralned thereby,

bacomes a Nagri, or ehuntry, and bevond the point where the

waters divide to f£all into this or that river-hasin, the native

willi net travel without firat parforming peculiar ceremoniss;
when once ha has ovarstepped this imaginary horder line, he
faeels as though he had 1laft his home and fatherland Tar be-
hind, Le is a stranger in a strange &and, he fears for imagl-
nary dangers and vecomes homesick just as othar people whose
sking are not so0 dark.

¥hen we crossed the central water-shed, we saw many of
thess customs, for among our following were men of various
tribes and e2aeh had his own pacullar rite to perform.

Before drinking of the watars in the new country, the
Kyan3£ took a knife in their teeth, irmersed themselves in
the stream, and muttered their petitions %o the Spirits.

The Bukit want down into tha first tinv brook, divasted him-
salf of all clothing, took an ear-ring from his ear;, threw 1%
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into the water and then offsred the following prayer to the
water nymphs. "Oh spirit of the waters I ake you this offering
to show you that wour children do not forgat, you; protect mns

I pray vou, keap me from harm in the country I am about to
travarse, keep me fron sickness, Trom poison, and death in the
land ¢f vour waters; hring me back in safety to my own country?
He had wound » chaplet of swgat-scentad leaves about his brow,
ha wag naked, and as he stooped there among the farn in the
ruanning waters of the stream, 1lifting the first handful of
water to his lips, it was hard to realize that it was only
Laiokh the Bu#kit, and not some Faun. Tha night we reached the
sumiit of this mountaln chain and cama to the voint whare ths
watarg of the XKapuas saparate from the waters of the Balleh;
the whole party Jjoined in ths parformanee of the following
carameny.

28 Trom their homs,

Land

They had brought soms chicken@‘&
(aliest a fortnight had heen spent in reaching this point,)
thegs togﬂthar with some rice werse placed in a basket and th
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chief then passed it around to each one of us that we might
lay our hands upon the agsgs and pass our fingers through the
rice. The eggs were then placed in forked sticks by the side
of the trail, and Tegang, the chief, as spokesman thus addrsss-
ad *ha "hantu-tohen-," the spirits of the highland®., "Wa make
vou presents of rice and eggs that vyon may in turn protect us
in the land we ara ahout to enter, lat no avil spirits follow
us, iet no one poison or kill us, give us good omen-birds,
and & safe reoturn to our own people." As the one small lamp
burned a hole in the inky blackness of the nighi, the wraaths
of mist drifted across the ridge like disembodied spirits,
and 1t neseaded but an ounce of credulity to make one believe
that the hantu-tohen were prowlins around in the darkness.

The different trihes living in a river hasin are usuallyJ
but aet always'at peace with each other; but are nearly always

o

at, anmity with the tribes living across the nearest water-
shed; and this may $0 some extent explain their fears and the
performance of thess veculiar rites whenaver they leave their
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own "waters" to enter the strancer land.

Until within racent years tha natives of Rorneo wers abl
to carry on their old time customs of slavery, of war, and of
head hunting; and today, desnite the hest endsavorsg of the
diffarent govarnment officisls, thesa evils still prevail to
sonms sxtent.

At praesent Borneo is largaly pgovarned hy white rule.
Sarawak is more Tamiliar %o tha "nglish reader than any other
portien, though it comprises hut one Tifth of the area of tha
isiland. The British North Borneo Company has of late vears
assumad control of the Northsrn ond of the island. The Sulta-
nats of Brunei is atill semi-independent and consists of a
small area wadgzed in betwaen North Bornso and Sarawak. Whils
the largest portion of the island, about 200,000. sq. miles,
comprising all the lands situate OJouth and Rast of the water-
shed has haen for several centuries under the control of the
Duteh; vet despite the faet that whita men have owned and
govarned Borneo for so long a period, it is far hehind the

othar islands of the Malay Archipalaso in density of populs-
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tion, and development of resources. There ars no ¢o~"feae nor
snzar cans ostates, no sples nor tesa gardens, and the fartils
lands ars scarcely bhrokan by a permanent elsaring; the track-
less jungles are almest unknown, axcept to the monkeys and the
hirde inhabiting the branches overhead, or £0 the four-footed
Tolk who hide among the hracken and the fern; and the "bahas®,
or ngw Jungle raeclalms ths tentative farmlands, blojs out the
last years trall and covers svery irace of fire, of war, and
of dsath with its all obliterating carpet of graen. Hers and
thers a native cuts out a pathway to his field, and in a faw
vears the babas has lelt no trace of aither; conssquently hs
travels by the water-ways, builds his house and elears his
fleid nearby a siream, 80 thal he can obtain sasy access to
them by means of boats. This has made them afficient hoat
builders and those who live in the hills, where the rapids and
ecurrents are dangerous, are among the most skillful canocaists

| dn s ;wwiﬁ%yu‘w
The main task of their life is the tillage of the small

plots of ground clsared of jungle with persistent toil, and
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set apart for the cultivation of rice, which is their staple
food. By way of luxuries, at times they vary their bill of
fars with fish, salt, vegetables in the shape of tubers, sucen-
len% roots and graen fern fronds, and on rare occasions, meat.
Owing to thalr superstitions they are debarred from sating many
kinds of meat; sven the pigs and fowls which thsy keep about
their houses, are eaten only cn grsat occasions, such as whan
children are namsed or when taboos are raised.

Salt is obtained from the trader in the bazaar, frulits
grow wild in the jungle anf £ish are usually to be had for the
casting of a net; ordinarily thelr harvests are good, vislding
& sufficient supply ©f rice and ncw days, even though the har-
vest should fall there ig less danger of a famine, because
they c¢an purchase focd from the trader and pay for it in jungle
produce, such as damar-gum, gutta-percha and rattans.

I% is the search for these lattaer products that takas ther
to ths hills, oOr aven over the horderland into the stranger
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counstry, and accounts for the fuads that have existed for cen—
turias. For soms doughty but untrisd warrior, in order to win
his spurs, sltlhier by bravery or fSreachery, would take these
opporiunitlies to secure the coveted token of his prowess; and
wany & long standing quarrel has begun and snded on the water-
shed,

Head hunting was at one time a very popular pastime; ths
head ¢f an enepy entered 8o largely into their customs, their
suparstiticns and their religion, that in order to prevent &
great number of calamities, and, in many instances to securs
happiness, a head was essential; hence in former yesars, at the
conclusien of a successful harvest, when the granaries ware
filled and the birds had besn consulted and found propitious,
they Crganized the "pantang-naioch", or repular head-hunting
axpadition. But the various governments have strenuonsly Op =~
possd head hunting and today a head is seldom taken, save when

¢4
soms Sribs 4crossntha border on a nmarauding foray; then a ro-

taliatory axpedition is sanctioned bythe powers and a goodly

-1ll=




U i K i el e Lo L M L Arake Y

erop ¢f the ghastly plunder results. Although this head taking
deairs burns as Llercely as of 0ld, vat the panalties ars toe
oftan imposed %o make it pupular, and when a gutta-psrcha
huntar meats a rival hunter con the 1ohen he usually passes ih
time of day and dsparts in peace.

While in the Upper Kapuas vallay I learnad how tha natives

now play Hamlet without ths ghost, and finda a subatitute for
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the "pantang Nai@h". In this instance, as in many another casse
they hood-wink the spirits by the followlng ruse. We were s8-
cending the lendalam river, in company with Tegang- & voung
Kvan chief- and some of his slaves; when we nmet some Malay
traders who informed us that they had heard the sound of gongs
baing beaten, which is the signal to inform the members of a
tribs that some calamity, such as & Tirs, or a death hasg tc-
currsd. Consaquently the slaves weres urged 1.0 redoubled exar-
tions and we spad through the waters. Fortunately Tor our 1
frisnd Tegang, we soon met some natives who informed us that
the eause of the gongs heing beaten was dus to the death of o
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child, the daughter of Lodang, a chiaftain who lived farther

nup the river. The family of the child went into mourning; and

ar
we BT
according to uustnm,ﬁbeads Jx other ornaments were worn; ths
father wora a hark loin cloth, the other relatives put on
thelr oldesf pgarments, and the house was pantang® or taboosad.
In the maantime the child's spirit had gone to Bukit Tapelong
to walt fthers oufside Julang Telang, or paradise, until Lodang
should bring a frash head into the house.

A faw days later Lodang came down %o our camp, his fasa
showsd mnmistakable signs of sorrow, he wore a single garment,
'11&&101n-c10ﬁh of bark, nis sword was wrapped in palm-leaves, and
he announcad that he was on his way %0 the upper Mandai rivar
to get a head in order %o raise the "pantans". ¥ could not
understand how he dared incnr the government displeasurs, hu
upon his raturn he proudly showed me an old and well dried hasnd
whieh he had purchased of the Mandaig; and a lower jaw obtained
from my old friend, Kumbang, the Kantu chiaftain. Therae was

4
feagtl and dancing at Lodangs a faw davs later, and his child

fittingly and appropriately entarsd Julang Telang, while the
38
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Han%us never dreamed that they had been imposed upon.

Prom the Torepoing remarks vou may be led %o heliave that
the men 4o nothing but cultivata the Tinrlds or go on the war
path, hut such is not the case; they are skillful at working
iron, they make hoats, mats, and haskets, they build houses
and fashion their weapons. The dxgx women also have many
dutiss to perform, they card, spin and dve cotton from whigh
they weave artistic blankets and othar useful garments.
Furthernore there is a lighter side %o their 1life than one
would suppose; thare are the feats and the dances, especially
alter the harvests; thev have flutes, and a reed instrumens,
caliad the kaludi, on which the vouths play the music for ths
war-dances or the softer strains of the sarenade. Theay have
rum with which they are ahle %0 obtain a mild carouse; and
lag®t but of prime importance- there is tobacco, nused by all
from the toddling habe to the tottering old crone. Tobacco is
the naxt important item after thelr food, and it was always
useful, as a trading medium, aven whan salt would he refused.

Children begin its usa long bafore they shad their milk taeth,
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and I never heard them complain of the injurious effacts of
the ®"cigaretfte hahith,

The c¢hildren were always a source of great intarast to
us; %they have gotod manners, thsy are very officient and useful,
even from their infancy, and I have 8aldom seen one who was

r
impqtinent, or dishonest. They run errands and assist their
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aldsrs and sarly lesarn to a man's part in life. In th
boa%, in the fiald, or in the dnties parformed about the house
they always o thelr share without complaint. On our various
exraditions cne or mors hoys usnally accompanied us and we in-
varishbly rmade them cur intimate and ftrusted frisnds. They
taught us their language, thelr songs and dances, how to get
traps, and cast the Tish nets: to wrestle, to spin tops, and
to make their intricate Tigures of cats cradle. Thelr parsnis
wears alwars kind and affecticnate towards them, and I have saon
a mother put her babe t0 slasep with a lulaby, the words of
which I e¢ould net understand hut the msaning of which was ufi-

mistakable; and the cradle would swing but a few moments he-

fora this time honored soporific would have its affect.

2
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within the limits of this paper I can only speak in s
gensral way of thaelr many interasting customs. They live for
the mest part in long houseg or community houses where the
root of thateh or clapboards, perhaps a quarter of a mila in
lengsth, shelters an entire tribe, amounting in some instances
to ons or two thousand pecple. A partition of rough hewn

noards runs lengthwise down the centsr, saparating the floor

a
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spags into a front verandah, or street and a compartment at
the back, whieh is further subdivided by cross partitions o
form the separata rooms f£or each family. The floors are alse
of bosrds, or of bamboos and the houses are raised on posis

or piles to afford protection from the dampness, Trom heasts

5
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ané to render it & fortress in tike of war, In some
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instances P&ltiﬂ&ﬁﬂs surround the house and outlving granner-

188, and an entrance is only to he gained through strongly

marded sates. Thess ara the so-called "long housesa® of the

mors powerful tribes; on the other hand such Jungle nomads as
¢%,

/
the Punans build a tiny, misarable hut of laaves. I have sald

that the chief object of their 1life was to seacure a sufficisnt
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stors of ric%} Q&most as important to rmost of ths tribes, i3
the consulting of omens; phey watch and listen for the hirds,
to 89¢ or hsar them on this side or that, in order to learn
tha warnings of the Spirits, and thus they avert evil or se~
cure happiness. FRvery act of life, every natural or unnatural
phenomenon is under the contrel of the unknown Spirits, and
they send warnings to the natives by varinusnpassangers; chis?
amon these are birds of various kinds; also spiders, snakoes,
lizards, the harking deer; the falling free are all signals;
and evary expedition, he it if raeace or war is nrafaced by
carsmenies in which tha omans are consulted. Fach fisld that
te elsarsd, sach house that is huilt requiras that the omsns
ha congulted Tor fear of offending the spirits that presidse
aver tha fisld and the home, The new horn child is ushered
into life with mysterious ceremonies, the 0ld man leaves it
with appropriate rites, and this constant fear and viglilance
adds & bittear drop tc every cup they drink.

Yot the natives are not without thelr ideas of & "Here-

after?, They oo have a river Styx, a Purgatory or place of
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waiting, and a final "haven of rest", where those who have
gone bhafore mwalt the coming »f thetr kindred and friands.

In avery region there 48 ons hill or mountain, conspicuous by
reason of 1ts iaoclation, its haight or its peculiar conformity,
wharaen the departing spirit rests hefore taking its final
flight to the sky or the true and final resting place of all
Bornsan souls. This detention may ha for various reasong, but
in the old days, a digambodied spirit oftan waited on the
nmeuntain peak until ifs family or 115 friends could take a
head from the ensmy in order that it might have & slave to
Tittingl v accompany it when 1t mat its "Fathers".

The following note is quoted from rmv journal to give vou
an idaas of their popular belief in ragard to the departing
Spirits. "In the valley of the Parito river hal? way up the
g@ W’;j\«

Tweh tributary, stands the "Mountain of Moss", Gunong Lumut.
Hare, aftar the body has ceased to ha the home of the soul,
reside the souls of the Tunjungs and manv other trihas living

in %the Mahakkam and Barito river resions. When the messanger

or
of desath, Taman Rikung, comas to claim the sonl,‘ﬁelalungan,
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and eonduet it to Qﬁgan Kuaring, who dwells on Gunong JLwaus,

the friends of the daceased put his bhody in a coffin hollows

rom & tres trunk, clese it with & lid, seal it with danmar

gum and plaece it in the living room of the houss, where it may

remain for two or three vears untll a good harvest is sscursd.

“hen & greaf Iastival 1s held, the friends are called togathar,

and fsasting and drinking ansus for thres daye and nights.

The bedy is then consigned to the ground and thus paacefully

the soul is fTreed from Taman Kuring and goes to the abode of

parisct peaace, Taluan Tankeh Langlt, which is in the sky.

when Taman Rikung leads the soul towards Gunong Lumut he comas

at isngth to the Rayah river (the =BT river Styx of all the

Borasan tribes) over whieh is placed the usual 105 Ratang

Katu=- but the log has this psculiarity, 1t is not auits long
enough to span the stream from hank %o bank, and as the soul |

and its conduetor reach the bank the 1log glidas up.to them and

the zonul (of she dasarving one) steops on this log and is

ferricd across in safety to the opposite shore, If, Lowever, |
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the soul of a wicked persen approaches, the discerning log
suddenly silps away as hea steps upon it, thus precipitating
hiw into tha waters whare dwell the fiands, typified by huge
Tish, called "Unkong Sulung Kowang", whieh devour him and he
dies a second, and Tinal death fron whiech there 18 no resur-

fwimons
reciien. I asked one man what constiftuted a crime so hanimyx
a&s %e cause & soul to be cast to the devouring Tish, and his
prompt reply was, "any man who refusad to get married"; nor
eonid I get him to cite another cause qg‘wlckad.

3

Thance came the paopla of Borneo has never bsen def

fde

nitely
detarmined. The various immigrations have left no enduring
data by which the student of anthropology can ascsrtaln to
whiech of the many kindred pacple of fthe Malay Archipelago the
savaral tribes helong. They have no written language, they

carvs no heiroglyphics on atone, and thelr speech changes with

sach lecality, or each successive tribal movement; 30 that

philiclosy also can sid us but very little in our study of the
origin of these people. No one of these Lribes can he taken as
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a type; nor on the other hand can you find sufficient dif-
ferences o justify the bslief that there is one saparate

face among all this graat number of tribes, although each

bears a tribal name and hoasts a tribal individuality.

I eannot hers mention all the tribas, aven hy name; 1at
me spsak of a faw of them with whom we are more or less fami-
liar:...The Bukits and Punans are Jungle nomads, the least
eivilized and most timid of all the tribes, living in small
lea? huts in the central hills, subsisting on jungle produce

¥ rily
and memedy 17 ever tilling the s0ill. The Kyans and Kenvahs
1ive in the upper waters of the principal rivers; they build
zood houses, they travel far in search of jungle producs,
thav ars strong in numbers and are faormidable in war. The
Bahaus, the Pangs, the Long Wais, and a host of others baleng
to this same group, a8 4o the Trings who are sald to be canni-
bals: and the Tamans who are the metal workers for many of the
othar tribes. Thev all cultivats the hill varieties of rice,
and when their crops fail they can usually find sago and other

e



foods in the jungle. The Tunjungs, the Bantians and kindred
éribes living near the saa coast, have been subject %0 the
Sultan of Kot al 30 many ysars that they lack the wealth, tha
epirit and the indapandance of the hill tribes. Thair honses,
their boats, thelr weapons, thelr customs and their language
all tastify to thalr subjugatien. Wae found the Tunjungs a

-

tribs that had especially suffered from tha suzeréifnty -- and
the tnxatiogznf the Sultan, whe, in return, had not been ahls
to protact them from thair ensmies; and the contrast hetwaen
all the tribss living under his jurisdiction a&and the more in-
dependent and warlike tribes of the hill country was very

¢?§
easily noted.’' As a general rule each tribe, or avan a sub-tribs
may have its chief or rajah, who calls the older men of the
tribs to counsel with him, and his rulings are generally de-
cisive. This office is more or less heradifary, consequently
they have class distinctions, and thare ikﬂ the ruling class,

tha freedman and the slave, The 3lavses, taken captive in tha
?
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varieus ralds and war expaditions, or the dascendants of thoss
previcusly so taken, 4o not suffer all the hardships that ths

word "slave" conveys 1o our mind., Among & savage people whars

ot

he struggle for existence is hard, sach man's labor is of

e

graat lmportance, and in Dorneo, a slave does not fall so far

k! -~ t o 3

helow the estats of hi‘ naster as he would in a more civilized
;

gopntry, On acscount of

-

ot

he constant strife, the epidemics
and an occasional Tamine sore of ths tribes ars gradually dis-
appearing. We visited one house whare but a few wseks before
our visit, an epidemic of small pox had taken ?5 out of &

house ¢f 155 people, and on morsa than one cccasiocn we have
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ne last man of his tribe. Buch tribes as the Kyans saen
to hold thelr own and the Kantus and the Ihans ars slowly in-

eroasing, but it would he idle to prophaey f£or the future,



