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THE MINOR %GEMETERY
§§ . Topography

The undulating desert plateau which borders the valley of the
Nile from Abu Roash in the north to Dashur in the south, was from
the IVth Bynasty onward utilized for the necfropolis of the great
capital Yemphis which lay in the valley below. Netusally fhis
cemetery did not form one uninterrupted stretch between the two
limits, for the conformation of the cliff‘¢ naturally tended to
break it up into several well defined areas. These mews 21S0
roughly dynastic divisions as well as topographicalig. Chief among
these groups are the,two cemeteries of Giza and Sakkarah. B G
Sakkarah aaéz::;;:;égz;éno at least one great monument of the III
dynasty, the so-called step pyramid,*{he Giza area was not developeda
= until the time of Khufu, but seeme to haveAlSLAuJL&;%h&*athc }"Aai
great royal cemetery of the period. |

Vhes the pyramid of Khufu was being built the area to the

west of it was set apart;for the tombs o

ad-tera-d-il; members of the royal family) and for the chief officers
= uﬁ e
of state. .—It_maa—dévé&~Whﬁa:¥heAsucceeding pyramids of Kephren

and Mycerinus WMM——#WM

wsillyto. 1imit/ the extengion of the c@getery towards the south.

No additional tombs are to be found west of the second e and
third pyramids, although the priests of the Mycerinus pyramid at

: e
one period had a small é?étery area of th!ér own to the southapt

of that pyramid. w4 The s original A%
royal cemetery therefore developed only towards the west and north .
as far as the natural configuration of the surface made it practica-

)
ble. This area was from the first laid out inﬂa fairly regular

and pre-determined plan. In the reign of Khufu, the westernAand

part of the northern area was divided up into a series of regular




plots of ground, which were assigned to the different members of 4

the court by lot or eekewbedisn selection, and on them were built

1
a/m-—of similar mastabas, wirtelr—ve-seme—im—-time—byr—the—additian

‘ For a description of the royal cemetery, its chronology and
details of the various types of mastabas see cf. Reisner and Fisher,
Preliminary report on the work of the Harvard-Boston Expedition

in 1911 - 137 in Annales du Service des Antiguites, Vol. XIXX; po.

227 f£f,
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With Kephren began a change—in—plan—end the regularity of

/W‘.)"'L'
plan,wes-h:ccieen,/\the newer mastabas kedng-dedd=ouws not in straight

rows as before but en echelon. Ay the area became filled, the

open passages between the large mastabas were used for smaller

MJ/“M_' 7 AL,
tombs which were built against the sides/\of the In time
the spaces became so filled with tombs a - that the

means of access to any tomb became somewhat diffjicult. Stlm
Qi e drtina u)-kg

when the ememed cemetery had WMM the older

structures were used for a number of intrusive burials, placed W
wherever seemed most convenient. M 'P*Em/«,
- s & 3
From the flrst we ==t sosume that certain areas,\were set
W
apart for the Toamer officials, am

WWWMW These

would have been tc the north near the. edges of the plateau and to

the west where dxtension was welmm limited only by the cisbsiacal
away fronetie pladi-webey desirability of keeping within some
reasonable distance of the valley, Dewbloss—meniob—ihe—bombs
Al il gl ST e e—biiki-befone. Just west of the western

portion of the royal Khufu cemetery, at the end of the series of
regular mastabas of this period was am-ases one of these areas.

This was the space excavated by our expedition and which ‘I-lm_;‘v'x"““’ :



called the Minor Cemetery.

VV ¢ Ibid. On Pl. II the left end &f the black line under the word

w Cem;is the centre of the area uncovered by the Eckley B. Coxe

Jr. Expedition in 191°%. shé—the—enPioet—oi—tiebi—menoids

—

The area uncovered was about 60 m. sqﬁ.ax‘e. On the south it
joined a similar area cleared by Dr.Reisner some years previously.
The cmmetery extended still further north pe beyond the limite
‘set for our work and as far as the edge of the cliff, but the
tombs grew poorer and smaller and apparently of a later period as

their distance from the pyramid increased.
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