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OPEN: Tuesdays ‘through Saturdays, 10 a.m.-5 p.m.;
Sundays, 2-5 p.m.; except New Year's Day,
February 22, May 30, July 4, Thanksgiving,
December 24, and Christmas. (Closed Mon-

days) CD C{.ﬁ.x’ﬂ‘"\ ﬁf,() -S kY

ADMISSION: Single admission to either the Corbit-
Sharp House or the Wilson-Warner House,
adults $1.25, children under 16, 50 cents.
Combined admission to both houses, adults
$2.00, children under 16, 75 cents.

Special arrangements for school and college
tours, and for groups of 25 or more adults
may be made by writing to the Curator, The
Corbit-Sharp House, Odessa, Delaware 19730.

Telephone: 302 378-2681
n———————

Curalan

Historic‘

ODESSA

Delaware
on the
APPOQUINIMINK CREEK

- The Corbit-Sharp House
The Wilson-Warner House

The John Janvier Stable

Three buildings administered by
The Henry Francis du Pont Winterthur Museum




The John Janvier Stable

The stable built in 1791 by John Janvier, Sr., a
cabinetmaker who worked at Head of Elk (now Elkton,
Maryland) and Odessa, stands behind the Brick Hotel
across the street from the Corbit-Sharp House and
the Wilson-Warner House. Of unusual architectural
interest because of its wood-and-brick construction,
the building formerly was on the grounds of St. Paul's
Methodist Church parsonage on Main Street, once
Janvier's home, and was given by the Church to The
Henry Francis du Pont Winterthur Museum. The stable
was moved to its present site in 1969.

As was the custom in earlier days, the local cabin-
etmaker, who produced coffins, was also the town
undertaker. John Janvier, Jr., served in this capacity,
and it is known that the stable once housed a two-
wheel horse-drawn hearse.

The Brick Hotel, as yet not fully restored, was built
in 1822, and was given to the Winterthur Museum
in 1966 by H. Rodney Sharp.
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HISTORIC HOUSES IN ODESSA, DELAWARE
1. Corbit-Sharp House, 1772- 13. Collins-Johnson House, ca.

1774; administered by the 1700; moved from shore of
Winterthur Museum Delaware Bay near Taylor's
2. Wilson-Warner House, 1769; Bridge, 1962
administered by the Winter- 14. John Janvier Stable, 1791;
thur Museum administered by the Winter-
3. John Corbit House, remod- thur Museum
eled second half of nine- 15. Brick Hotel, 1822
teenth century; rear portion 16. Pump House, ca. 1772; once
eighteenth century. a store
4. Mailly House, front modern, 17 glapboard house of log con-
rear portion ca. 1770 struction, ca. 1740: once a
5. Judge Lore House, 1c;4(}830; store -
log side wing, ca.
6. John Janvier House, 1775 18 January House, ca. ;;Zgl i
7. Community Center, originally £ :

: . New Castle County National
Ckessh Publis Schedly 164G Bank of Odessa, 1853

8. Cyrus Polk House, ca. 1852 20. Crouch House, 1854

9. William T. Polk House, 1846 21. Davis Store, ca. 1824; remod-

10

. Tatman House, 1845 eled ca. 1870
11. Enos House, 1845 22. Residence attached to store,
12. The Corbit Library and J. C. ca. 1830

Calloway Memorial, 1968 23. Van Dyke House, 1840
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The Corbit-Sharp House

The house which William Corbit (1745-1818) built
between 1772 and 1774 is distinguished for its
architecture and handsomely appointed interiors. This
family home, which changed in appearance over the
years, was owned by Corbit’'s descendants until 1938
when H. Rodney Sharp acquired it, restored it care-
fully, and furnished it with antiques of quality and
style. In 1958 Mr. Sharp endowed the house and
presented it to The Henry Francis du Pont Winterthur
Museum to be open to the public.

The Corbit-Sharp House stands near the banks of
the Appoquinimink Creek and above the site of the
tannery William Corbit operated. On this slight rise,
at the age of twenty-seven, he started to build a
home which resembled in many ways the elegant pre-
Revolutionary houses of the Philadelphia area.

William Corbit was a practical man and kept me-
ticulous records of “Expenses in Building my Hous
..." These records were invaluable in the restoration
of the building; and the inventory listing Corbit's
possessions at the time of his death in 1818 served
as a guide to its furnishings. Important pieces by
local craftsmen now in the House are a chest of
drawers made by John Janvier, Jr., whose house still
stands in Odessa, and two tall clocks by Duncan
Beard, eighteenth-century clockmaker and silversmith.

Today a spacious lawn in front of the Corbit-Sharp
House sweeps down past the former tannery site to
the marshes that border the Creek. Next to the house
is an herb garden laid out in formal geometric pat-
terns and heart shapes, edged with small evergreens.
Two great sycamore trees, planted two hundred years
ago, rise above the flowering shrubs and other plant-
ings on the lawn.

The Wilson-Warner House

The Wilson-Warner House (formerly the David Wil-
son Mansion) is of the same architectural quality
and is as graciously furnished as is the Corbit-Sharp
House next to which it stands. The main section
was built in 1769 as an addition to an earlier house
probably built around 1740. Occupied by Wilson's
descendants until 1830, when it was sold out of the
family, the house was acquired in 1901 by his great-
granddaughter Mrs. Mary Corbit Warner. At her death
in 1923 the property was willed to heirs, who, at Mrs.
Warner's direction, administered the house as a
museum until giving it to The Henry Francis du Pont
Winterthur Museum in 1969,

David Wilson (1743-1820) was a prosperous metr-
chant whose store was just east of his home and next
to that of William Corbit, brother of Wilson's second
wife, Mary Corbit. The store no longer stands, but
archaeological excavations have revealed its site.

The interior of the Wilson-Warner House contains
fine paneling, and the rooms are furnished with
antiques, some family pieces of the Wilsons and
Corbits, but mostly eighteenth-century furniture be-
queathed by Dr. and Mrs, J. Newbury Reynolds, of
Princeton, New Jersey. Included is a labeled desk
by William Savery, of Philadelphia, as well as pieces
by skilled Delaware Valley craftsmen.

Attached to the exterior of the kitchen fireplace
is a smokehouse, which provided an enclosed area
where the smoke from the cooking fireplace could be
used to preserve meats hung from the rafters.

Delaware's first public library, the Corbit Library,
was located in the Wilson-Warner House until 1968
when its holdings were transferred to the J. C. Callo-
way Memorial which opened that year.




Historic Odessa

Odessa, on the banks of the meandering Appoquini-
mink Creek, is a quiet Delaware town which today
retains much of its nineteenth-century atmosphere.
Along its wide tree-bordered Main Street are houses of
architectural distinction built by men whose enter-
prise helped to make their community the economic
center of a busy agricultural area. Here are also the
homes of the craftsmen and other workers whase
industry was important to the town’s prosperity.

Known originally as Appoquinimink, the town was
renamed Cantwell's Bridge in 1731 in honor of Rich-
ard Cantwell, who that year was given authority by the
General Court to build a toll bridge over the Creek.
Farmers from the countryside nearby brought their
produce to the granaries and docks of Cantwell’s
Bridge to be shipped by shallop down the Appoquini-
mink to the Delaware River, and from there to coastal
and foreign ports. By 1825 there were six large
granaries along the Creek, which shipped thousands
of bushels of grain annually. By the middle of the
nineteenth century the town had become an important
grain-shipping port and in 1855, aspiring to the fame
of the Russian seaport which exported Ukrainian
wheat all over the world, changed its name to Odessa.

When the railroad came to the Delmarva Penin-
sula, a route through Middletown, four miles west of
QOdessa, was chosen, and farmers started sending their
products to market in this new way. At the same
time the Middle West was emerging as the country's
major grain-producing area. With less business for
the shallops on the Appoquinimink and the granaries
on the Creek's banks, Odessa began to decline as a
commercial center.

Today Odessa is a community of well-restored and
carefully tended eighteenth- and nineteenth-century
houses, with neat lawns and gardens. Many of these
were preserved by the late H. Rodney Sharp, of
Wilmington, and are now privately occupied, but their
handsome exteriors may be enjoyed on a walk through
the town. (See map.) The two eighteenth-century
houses open to the public are the Corbit-Sharp House
and the Wilson-Warner House.




June 13, 1974

Mr. Horace L. Hotchkiss, Jr. Curator
The Corbit-Sharp House '
Odessa, Delaware 19730

Dear Mr. Corbit:

Bruce Bevan has prepared two chort reports and has plotted the
results of the resistivity survey. The latter are not really
conclusive, but as he pointed out, may represent real anomalies.
The aerial photos, however, do give more definite indications of
the tannery road, etc.

Our magnetometer is scheduled to be repaired and returned by
July 1lst. When we have it back and are sure that it is working, we
shall get in touch with you.

We enjoyed our visit to the Corbit House on May 28th.

Sincerely vours,

Elizabeth K, Ralph










Museum -Applied Science Center for Axrchaeoclogy

T

November 13, 1974

Mr. Horace Hotchkiss, Jr.

Curator, The Corbit-Sharp House

Odessa, Delaware 19730

Dear Mr. Hotchkiss:

Enclosed are two photos which Dorothy Greer may use if she wishes in your
report. Since the quality is not as good as I had wished for and I did
the printing myself, there is no charge for them.

The magnetic maps resulting from our latest survey are enclosed also, along
with a short analysis of them.

If you have any questions about them, please give Beth or me a call.

Very best regards,

I
I nuoman T Omssenn)

Bruce Bevan

\ Froelich Rainey, Director Elizabeth K. Ralph, Associate Director

THE UNIVERSITY MUSEUM F1 » UNIVERSITY OF PENNSYLVANIA

33rd & SPRUCE STREETS ° PHILADELPH!A, PENNSYLVARNIA 19174
3B6-7400 (Area Code 215) Cable Address ‘‘Antique’”




MAGNETIC MAPS

The contour lines on these maps indicate the shape and amplitude of anomalous
patterns in the magnetic field. The two most pronounced patterns are probably
the result of buried iron, although they could be due to fire hearths also.
Each location probably has over a kilogram buried at a depth of less than a
meter; these are marked by the word "Iron" on the maps. There are also three
possible additional iron concentrations marked on the two maps.

While there were no definite clues to buried structures such as foundations, the
three somewhat rectangular patterns marked on Grid #4 are a possibility. If,
during an excavation, you find that one of these patterns is significant, the
others may then be important to test also. Since it is possible that these
three patterns may be the result of instrument malfunctions, do not put too

much confidence in them.
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CAPTION INFORMATION

Magnetometer Survey: October 19, 1974

Mrs. Barbara Lawn oqwthe left holds cesium sensor while Mrs. Gail
Weinstein reads the mumerical indication of the magnetic field
intensity.

Resistivity Survey: May 28, 1974

Left to right: Dr. Elizabeth Ralph, Miss Kathleen Ryan, Michael
Rosenberg, and Jerry Schaeffer. The four metal posts are connected
by the coiled cables to the box that Jerry is holding; this in-
strument measures the electrical resistance of the soil.
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Walkways, trees, buildings, and fence lines indicate the location
of the two areas which were surveyed in the back yard of the Wilson-Warner
house. Note that the average electrical resistivity of Grid #2 is about
50% greater than Grid #1; this indicates an overall difference in the soil
or its drainage at these two nearby locations.

The enclosed copy of a section from the book, Physics and Archaeology,
has a short description of the interpretation of the anomalous changes in
s0il resistivity which show on the two survey maps. While the accuracy
of the measurements was probably better than 0.5 ohm, natural and small
man-made inhomogeneities in the soil yield a random fluctuation of about
2 ohms; patterns of changes greater than this amount can be significant.

In Grid #1, the most pronounced anomaly is in the high resistance
region in the east corner of the mapped area. The two largest high
resistance regions in Grid #2 could also be archaeologically significant,
as may be the low toward the south corner. Since no pronounced patterns
such aslﬁineaments appear in either map, test excavation of one anomaly
may indicate if the others might be important.
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