73, Chatsworth Court
Pembroke Road
London, W8

England
3 July 1978 ‘ T

Dear Drs, Coon and Fall, . ..

I was with Meyer Rubin of the U,S,
Geological Survey last week at the Nuclear
Structure Laboratory of the University of
Rochester, We were discusssing the "Noah!s Ark"
carbon dating and I told Meyer I wanted to
learn what the results were, I only know a
limited amonnt of the project and am writing
on the possible carbon-dating of the Turina
Shroud and it would be very helpful for me
to know what took place with this test,. -

What particular group contacted you for
the test? Was it SEARCH? Have the results been
made public and if not, why? Those off us in=-
volved with the carbhon dating possibility of
the Shroud certainly want to keep the matter
"above-board" and learning more about the

"Noah¥s+Ark" test would- nelp -in. thid respect, . .

Since I am stationed in London, I have been
unaware of this episode and have been trying

to find out as much as I can while in the States
in July., It already seems to me that gnb‘ot

the problems has been objectivity with éhe
apparent. sectarian- interest-in. the project, Maybe
I am wrong but a book I Just finished,THE ARK

ON ARARAT seemed to "reek" of this difficulty,

I look forward to hearing from you and would
gladly pay for any materials you could send me,

My very best regards--

Sinecerely,

TrsS,

The Revd H, David Sox
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THE BRITISH SOCIETY FOR THE TURIN SHROUD
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The magazime the article is in ,is Harper's Monthly . The date is September
1902 , The article which mentions the shroud is 7 pages long It 1is entitled
%% 19 EPOCHS OF ' BY MAYWELL SOMMERVILLE
“~ Professor Of Glytology , University Of Pemnsylvawia *'

It is a general artiocle on Glytology 500 B.C. to I500 A.D.
Tt is illustrated with photos of emgraved-gems all probably
from the profsssor's collections .

The part of the article about the shromd is a photo of a gen ,

WHAT THE PHOTO IS OF ? The photo is emtitled #1909 ) True Portait Of The
Moly Sudarium '' An ancient gem of the Secomd
Century ''

It shows 3 ''Priests '' holding the shroud

in the tyical way . 4 guards stand behind the
"'Priests'’,

The first part of the title must have besn
insoribed on the back of the gem and maybe the
date as well and as he was a professor of Glytology
he probably could guess the date . ¢

I did not photo copy the picture as it would
not come out very well 4 I have.drawn it instead,

The Gem ( metal frame ? )
! A TRUE PORTRAIT OF THE
MOLY SUDARIUM '*

2nd Century

CORRECT DATING The gem probably is of the 2md century because
the author of the article would not have assigned
it to this period unless it was inscribed on the
back of the gem because of what I am going to ment
ion in the next paragraph

OORRECT DATING The Christian of the Romam World before Constamtine

(& PLACE ) would only carry gems of sjmbolic mesming e.g.

a dove, mot any represention of the life of
Christ, After Constantine whenm Chriatismity
became the offical religon many gems on the
life and death of Christ were engraved ,
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The magazime the article is in ,is Harper's Monthly . The date is September
1902 , The article which mentions the shroud is 7 pages long It is entitled
1 +9 EPOCHS OF GEM-ENGRA G ' BY MAXWELL SOMMERVILLE -
~  Professor Of Glytol _,_Hnire:aitLOI_Pﬁmrlzgig_: !

1% is a general artiocle on Gl ology 500 B.C. to 1300 A.D,
It is illustrated with photos of engraved-gems all probably
from the professor's collections . '

The part of the article about the shrouwd is a photo of a gem .

WHAT THE PEOTO IS OF ? The photo is emtitled f''' A True Portelt of The

Moly Sudarium '' An ancient gem of the Secomd
Century '

It shows 3 ''Priests '' holding the shroud

in the tylcal way . % guards stamd bohind ths
"'Priests'’,

The first part of the title must have been
jnscrived on the Back of the gem and maybs the
date as well and as he was a professor of Glytology
he probably could guess the date . ?

1 did not photo copy the pioture as it would

not come out very well o I have.dram it instead,

Tthcm(mctalfram?)
*% ) TRUE PORTRAIT OF THE
EOLY SUDARIUM ''

2rd Century
&

COREREOT DATING The gem probably is of the 2md century because
the author of the article gould not have assigned
it to this period wunless it was inscribed on the
»ack of the gem because of what I am going to ment
jon in the next paragraph NEXY

OORRECT DATING The Ohristian of the Roman World »efore Constamtine

(& PLACE ) would only carry gems of sjmbolic meamiag ..

a dove, mot any represention of the life of
Christ, After Constantine whem Christiamity
became the offical religon mamy gems On the
1ife and death of Christ were engraved.,
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ODENATHUS AND ZENOBIA, ENGRAVED BY
DEMETRIUS THE GREEK

¢ human bheart in the mummy; many
these contain very curious inseriptions
I addresses to the soul, which I have
Iy deseribed elsewhere.
Persia wrought principally on eylin-
= and seals, and thousands of specimens
¢ been recently unearthed in Assyria
1 Nippur. At times we meet with ex-
sitely: beautiful intaglios during ex-
mtions in that country. Omne recently
deointo my possession is a portrait
King Sapor L., the second of the Sas-
ians, who ruled in the third century
This gem has an inseription in Sas-
jan.  Sapor’s contests with the army
Zenobia before Palmyra enhance our
rrest in this profile gemn,  Cylinders are
hout doubt the oldest form of seals in
1c. though T have seen some on sec-
1= of wooden reeds; and as bearers of
sages from sueh a remote period we
times attach a greater interest to
n than to the more beautiful Greek
Roman gems. We have evlinders and
r impressions from the Assvrian, Per-
Hlthto Phenician, and Oy prlan na-
S, . ;”H]}Onu the varianme oo

age and peculiar designs render many of
them exceedingly interesting.

From their country in ancient Ttaly,
west and south of the Ciminian Forest,
centuries before Christ, the Etruscans
sent out to the then known world the
scarabel in sard and chalcedony, engraved
in a most peculiar manner. Their style
was unique; they commenced with o
knowledge of their design by making o
series of deeply drilled cavities. These
incisions -when joined together formed
figures of men and animals, which woere
frequently strange in shape, becausc 1he
artist was compelled to complete his sul-
ject, sometimes of three figures, on 1l
very limited space of the under flat faec
of a small scarabeus. Until now a vasi
amount of learning and energy has hoeen
expended in efforts to interpret their in-
scriptions, and although these atienipi-
have heen unsuccessful, they do not deter

“the scientists of to-day from endeavoring

to fathom their meaning.

Two thousand five hundred years ago
the Phenicians inhabited a  wuarrow,
mountain-guarded strip of land in Syria,
from whose western shore they loaked
out on the Mediterranean Sea. Ilere and
there we have unearthed a graven stone
and inscribed cylinder, or a scarabeu-.
In their ancient colony at Tharres, on
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‘A TRUE PORTRAIT OF THE HoOLY SUDARIUM™

An ancient Gem of 1he Second Century

the island jof Sardinia, we have found
the mosfd unqucstlonab]v authentic
Phamician scarabei; with these frag-
ments in stone of that nation’s bequests
we have obtained some idea of the
plyptic art of the people of Phenicia,

The Greck gems of the earliest epoch
Jeft much to desire; they then represented
abjects rather carelessly; eventually, how-
over, by artistic study and delineation of
the beautiful in the human form, Greece
leeame  the source of the finest and
richest glvptie art treasures in all deco-
rative work. Their minute engravings
on stone were faithful intaglio repre-
sentations of the living subjects who
thronged their ateliers.

The Greeks were not restricted by mod-
ern social ideas,  In representing the
mythological deities they had every op-
portunity to study the nude form, and
‘rlmc they reprodueed the beautiful wo-
nen of their day in the masterly and
faithful portraiture of nature.

The many classic gems of the Roman
period give us the only perfeet portraits

in miniathre that hara heen mrecarverd

and patroncss of the then known world,
it beeame the vortex into which hosts of
artisans were attracted. They were well
received, and were given plenty of occu-
pation and emolument. At first the col-
onists incised what was known as the
Hellenie style, and then as they frater-
nized with the Romans, and as the Ro-
mans made ineisions under their instrue-
tion, Roman glyptic work showed the
Greek influence, and such works con-
stituted the gems of the Grmco-Roman
epoch. We recognize the first century in
Rome as the prolific period, cclebrated
for the greatest diversity of subjects, both
in cameos and intaglios.
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d Sciemnce Center for Archaeclogy

Froelich Rainey, Director Elizabeth K. Ralph, Associate Director

THE UNIVERSITY MUSEUM F1 « UNIVERSITY OF PENNSYLVANIA
33rd & SPRUCE STREETS ® PHILADELPHIA, PENNSYLVANIA 19174
386-7400 (Area Code 215) Cable Address ‘‘Antique’’

The Reverend H. David Sox
73 Chatsworth Court
Pembroke Rd.

London W.38

ENGLAND

October 2, 1978
Dear Reverend Sox:

We have located the gem. It is in the care of Mrs. Caroline Dosker, Assistant
Registrar.

It is translucent and mounted in wellow and gold-colored cardboard. It consists
of what is called 'paste', and it is from Sommerville's collidctions.

We are wondering if you know when the high church officials started to wear
cleft headresses.

Since the gem is not of great value, we could probably send it to you to
look at if you desire.

Please let me know.

Sincerely yours,

Elizabeth K. Ralph



