October 10, 1975

Mr. Henri A. de Bonnewal
43-5th Avenue
New York, New York 10003

Dear Mr. Bomneval:

Your lete@er of September 14 finally reached me. I regret to tell
you that Rodney Young was killed in an automobile accident a year
ago.

Under separate cover we are sending you a monograph &8 which some of our
work at Sybaris is described, and alse a reprist from Geoexplorationm,

in which our cesium magnetometer is described. There is also a book

by Orville Bullitt , entitled the Search for Sybaris published by J.B.
Lippincott Company, Philadelphia and New York (1969).

I should very much like to receive the repart of your magnetometer
survey.

Sincerely yours,

Eiizabeth K. Ralph
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January 20, 1976

Executive Director Roger D. Harris
Mississippi River Commigsion

Corp of Engineers, U. 8. Army

P. 0. Box 80

Vicksburg, Mississippi.

Dear Mr. Harris:

Please find attached a report of a proposal for a monument
commemorating the "Prise de Possession of Louisiana by the
Sieur R. Cavelier de la Salle". I prepared this report in
February, 1964 and revised it in 1972. Since then, it has
been slumbering on my bookshelf, and only now have I become
interested in reviving it, This current interest was brought
about by an article that I read concerning the archeological
search sponsored by the University of Pennsylvania of the
site of Sybaris, a city (in Italy) that disappeared about
4,000 years 8go., The article piqued my curiosity because
the city had been discovered by the use of a magnetometer,
an instrument that I referred to ten years ago on page 11 of
the report,

Subsequently I called on the University of Pennsylvania and
talked to two of the archeologists who had participated in
the search for Sybaris, Ms. Elizabeth K. Ralph, PhD, Asso-
ciate Director, and Mr. Bruce Bevin, research fellow, expert
on aerial photography with infrared plates, Unfortunately,
just as I feared, the size of the lead plate and the fact
that 1t is non-magnetic would render extremely improbable
the detection of the object by those means.

My disappointment notwithstanding, m y belief in the histor-
ical importance of the project has been strengthened and
even quickened by the bicentennial spirit, so promiscuously
and -- all too often -- tastelessly abroad in the land.

Thus I am enclosing a copy of Hydrological Map No. 1136
(Plate No. 1) and topographical map West Delta (Plate No. 2).
Both of these maps are marked to indicate about where the
cross could have been planted based on the description in
the "Proces-Verbal" prepared by La Metarie, notary. A most
unusual document in the annals of discovery, this document
Torms part of the Report,
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The principal objective in bringing all this information
to your attention is, I hope, that from a careful ground-
level examination, your engineer could detect some slight
evidence that might lead to the location of the cross, If
anything could be found, it would undoubtedly give a great
impetus to the project. However, the exact location need
not be found since the proposed structure is only symbolic
and need not be precisely pinpointed.

The year 1982 will mark the tri-centennial of the "Prise
de Possession" and should be a very appropriate time to
commemorate this event, This was a tremendous step in the
spread of western civilization and provided the "raison
d'etre" for the eventual Loulsiana Purchase which was of
gupreme importance in the territorial expansion of the
democratic political concept of the world.

A suitable memorial of this size as outlined in the report
would produce a very striking image to all who visited i%.
Just as the statue of Liberty is an impressive visual re-
minder of the political foundation of this country, this
~monumental memorial would be an impressive reminder of the
physical evolution of the country.

HAdeB/q

Encl.
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"SongeZz que NOus ne sommes pas en un regne de petites choses"¥

-- Jean Baptiste Colbert

PREAMBLE

April 9, 1682, an enormous territory on the banks of the

jgeissippl i1s baptised "Louisiane,"
M pp

By this act a territory four times larger than the Kingdom

of France is placed at the feet of Louis the Fourteenth,
"Loulsiane" or "Louigiana" -- a gentle name that trips

lightly on the tongues of the men -- Frenchmen, Spaniards or Ameri-

cans -- who have governed her,

*"Know that we are not in a reigh of small things." €. 1663 Colbert
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BRIEF HISTORICAL BACKGROUND

A world map wag published in 1507 by Martin Hylacomylus Watzermuller
(Waldseemuller) of Saint Die, Lorraine, In the upper left hand section
of this map may be discerned the Gulf of Mexico, a section of land bor-
dering the gulf and jutting out from the continent that could be Florida
and a large island called Hispaniola which resembles a combination of
Cuba and Santo Domingo, On the opposite side of the Gulf is distinctly
shown a three-outlet delta of a large river, It bears such a resemblance
to the south of the Mississippi River that one cannot help but feel that
it must be it. This map is terribly distorted in comparison with a modern
map, Nevertheless, there are too many points of resemblance with our
present knowledge to dismiss it as a flight of imagination of the then

mapmaker's art,

It is believed that Americus Vespucius and possibly Alonso Sanchez,
as well as Martin Alonzo Penzion, contemporaries of Christopher Columbus
and possible companions of Americus Vespucius, had been in touch with
Watzermuller, This could undoubtedly have been the only source of infor-

mation for the mapmaker,

In 1519 Alvarez de Penida discovers a mighty river which he names
Esperito Santos, presumably the Mississippi River. He describes it with

Such extravagant praise that he destroys the credibility of his discovery.

The next on the scene in this epoch of semi-legendary discoveries,
probably lured on by the golden fables of Penido, is Pamphilo de Narvae,
whose shipwreck and death in a delta, probably the mouth of the Mississ-

1ppi, are recorded in s hazy chronicle of 1528,
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History now sheds its cloak of legendary haze when Hernandez
de Soto in January 1542 finally and unquestionably discovers the father
of waters, The exact place where he and his companions first laid
eyes on the river and where he crossed it has not yet been positively
determined. But the record of his discovery is too well authenticated
to be doubted. He finally meets his death along its banks; his body
is surreptitiously buried in the bosom of the river at night to main-

tain the illusion fostered on the Indians that Europeans never die,

Now a strange thing happens, After raising the cloak of haze
on the existence of this mighty river, history now drops a pall of
silence which is to last 130 years., No record exists that any European

again sets eye on this mighty and elusive river.

In 1670 Father Marquette is encouraged by the Comte de Frontenac,
then governor of New France, to explore the Mississippi River and to
determine finally if it empties into the Pacific Ocean and may thus
be a suitable way to China, It is well to remember that the early ex-
plorers were obsessed with the desire to find a direct passage to the
wealth of Asia. But the early missionaries had another incentive, a
burning zeal to convert the Indians to Christianity, Thus, with the
double interest of Church and State, Father Marquette wends his way on
the Mississippi as far as the Arkansas River. When he feels assured
that the river empties in the Gulf of Mexico and not the Pacific Ocean,
he decides because of the lateness of the season and the fear of being

frozen in the northern part of the river, to retrace his steps to

Villemarie de Montreal,
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On the scene now appears the young intrepid Robert Ignace
cavelier. After numerous explorations he requests from the Comte de
Frontenac who has befriended him, the right to explore that mighty

river which he has heard of and to proclaim this territory for the

King of France.

In a letter patent (Q.V.) of May 12, 1678, he is granted the
right to explore the western part of New France and is given the

title of nobility, Sieur de La Salle,

In the annals of discovery a most unusual event takes place, A
complete resume of the discovery of de La Salle is recorded and duly
notarized by La Metairie-Notary (Q.V.), who accompanied the expedition,
and is signed by de La Salle and his twelve companions, This "Proces
Verbal”, this official document of the "Prise de Possession" of Louisiana,
gives a full account of de La Salle's voyage down the Mississippi River,
his exploration of the mouth and finally the decision to erect a marker
definitely locating a claim to this territory, which they would soon

call Louisiana,

With the historical records availsble and a knowledge of the epoch,

1t 1s possible to reconstruct with fair accuracy this event,

The French, dressed in their best attire for this solemn occasion,
stand at attention in a semicircle along the bank of the river before
8 column on which is marked the arms of France and the inscription:

mn -
Louis le Grand Roy de France et de Navarre, regne le 9%Avril
1880, "
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The whole party at attention, under arms, chants the Te Deum
and Domine Salvum fac Regem, followed by a salvo of musketry and the

cr'—y— Of ”Vive le Roio"

Under the vault of an azure sky, with the acrid odor of a soil
always damp and covered with tropical vegetation, the cranes in their
white plumage and their cries of alarm, disturbed by these new crea-
tures, dash in the virgin blue, their white plumage against the blue,
reminiscent of the colors of the royal house, the Sieur de La Salle,
who now seems to have shed all fatigue, stoops to grasp a'lump of soil
in his hand as if to take physical possession of the land that he would
soon claim, Then gazing over this vast horizon and mighty river, in a
powerful and solemn voice with its sonorous sentences of the French
of his time, he proclaims:

* "De part tres-haut, tres-puisant, tres-invincible et victorieux
Prince Louis le Grand, par la grace de Dieu Roi de France et de Navarre,
quatorzieme de ce nom, cejourd'hui, 9° Avril 1682, je, en vertu de la
commission de Sa Majeste, que je tiens en main, pret a la faire voir a
qui il pourroit appartenir, ay pris et prends possession au nom de Sa
Majeste et des successeurs de sa couronne de ce pays de la Louisiane,
mers, havres, ports, bayes, destroits adjacents et toutes les nations,
Peuples, provinces, villes, bourgs, villages, mines, minieres, pesches,
fleuves, rivieres, compris dans l'estendue de ladite Louisiane, depuis
1'emboucheure gy grand fleuve Saint-ILouis de coste de 1l'est, appele
sutrement Ohio, Olighinsipou ou Chukagoua, et ce du consentement des

Chaouesnons, Chicachas et autres peuples y demeurant avec qui nous

&vons fait alliance, comme aussi le long du fleuve Colbert, ou Missis-

BEipl. o 3w i . .
Pl, et rivieres qui s'y deschargent, depuis sa naissance au dela du
—_——

*Translation in the
—

English version of Prise de Possession (Q;V.)
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pays des gioux ou des Nadouesiou, et ce de leur consentement et des
ototantas, Islinois, Matsigamea, Akansas, Natchez, Koroas, qui sont les
plus considerables nations qui y demeurent, avec qui nous avons fait
alliance par nous ou gens de nostre part, jusqu'a son embouchure dans
1a mer ou golfe de Mexique, environ les 27 degrez d'elevation du

pole gseptentrional jusques a l'emboucheure des Palmes, sur l'assurance
gue nous avons eue de toutes ces nations que nous sommes les premiere
Europeens qui ayent descendu ou remonte ledit fleuve Colbert., Pro-
teste conbtre tous ceux qui voudroient a l'avenir entreprendre de
s'emparer de tous ou chacun desdits pays, peuples, terres, ci-devant
specifiez, au prejudice du droit que Sa Majeste y acquiert, du con-
sentement des susdites nations, de quoy et de tout ce que besocin pourra

estre rends a tesmoins, ceux qui m'escoutent et en demande acte au
s P )

notaire present pour servir ce que de raison,"

The official act of "Prise de Possession" is hailed with "Vive

le Roi" and another salvo of musketry,

Then at a short distance from the column a roughly hewn cross is
fastened to an adjacent tree, at the foot of which is buried a lead

Plate on which is engraved:
"Iudovicus Magnus regnat nono Aprilis 1682,"

On the obverse of the plate are inscribed the names of the prin-

¢ipal witnesses of the act,

The assembly then kneels before the cross and chants the Vexilla
and Domine Salvum fac Regem., Father Zenobe Membre, in his canonicals,

i0vokes the benediction, Whereupon the ceremony is concluded with

Crleag of ”Vive TE R




e

Thus, after overcoming tremendous hardships incomprehensible to
modern man wrapped in a cocoon of creature comforts, this small band
of courageous men, engulfed in this vast land, were able with the
meager means at their disposal to solemnize with pomp and dignity
an act which was to have such far-reaching effect on the advance of

western civilization in North America,




-8-

GENERAL DESCRIPTION

The object of this report is to propose a monumental cross commemorat-
ing the "Prise de Possession" by the Sieur de La Salle of an area
eventually to become part of the United States, an important event in

the advance of Western civilization,

The monument is to symbolize in a very impressive way the terrific
sacrifice by a dedicated few in their effort to extend man's knowledge.
It will be a reminder and a source of inspiration to all who see it

and a fitting start to the Great River Road now in the planning stage.

I. It will consist of a level park area of 1,000 feet by 1,000 feet
along the Mississippi River, Bordered on one side by the Great
River Recad Parkway to be built along the river, This area is to
be surrounded by an embankment to the same height as the levee,
Then the area enclosed by the embankment is to be hydraulically

filled to the top of the levee to form a level park area, Dwg, No,

IT. The park to be bordered by two rows of live ozks, similar to the
Versailles oaks below New Orleans, a parking area and a service

building to be provided, Dwg. 1 and 2,

IIT. The monument to consist of two main sections:

A pedestal consisting of four setbacks having a total
height of 32 feet, The pedestal to be faced with
granite and the name of each of the witnesses to be
carved on each side of the setbacks.

The cross itself to be 150 feet high, which would
be visible up and down the river for a distance of
approximately 16 miles, The cross to be constructed

;f structural steel with a facing of stainless steel,
j‘gﬁ 3-




LOCATION

No attempt is made in this report to locate definitely the place

where the column was planted by the Sieur de La Salle,

The "Proces-Verbal' states that it was on the west bank of the Mississippi

River at 27 degrees north, This is obviously approximate, In fact, it is

a considerable error, even measured with an astrolabe, The latitude is

nearer 29 degrees north., It is well to remember that these men had so

many other more pressing problems; to obtain food to keep body and soul
together, as well as to combat the elements and the psychological fear of

the unknown, that for them an error of one or two degrees which would seem

like a large error to modern men with the accurate instruments at their

disposal, would not seem half as important,

Zenobe Membre in his journal published by "Pere Chrestien Leclerq"
states that the Sieur de La Salle always carried an astrolabe, that "he
took the latitude of the mouth, although he kept to himself the exact
point, we have learned that the river falls in the CQulf of Mexico between

27 and 28 degrees north,"

The "Proces-Verbal" also states "we resscended the river a little
above the confluence with the sea, to find a dry place, beyond the reach

of inundations," Obviously none of this information gives a definite

location,

To help us visualize the state of the geographic information availa-

B AL the time, we have three maps of the mouth of the Mississippi and

immediate territory,

M 5
&P No. 1 shows the river emptying into the Bay du St. Esprit, very
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0
1ikely what is now known as Mobile Bay, The information for this map

was probably obtained from Father Marquette's trip and may have been

used by de La Salle, It is dated 1681,

A young engineer by the name of Jean Baptiste Fraquelin, attached
to the service of the King at Villemarie de Montreal prepared a map
dated 1685 and 1686 with information most likely supplied to him by

either the Sieur de La Salle or some member of his party. Map No. 2,

May No, 3 does not give additional information but is of interest
because it acknowledges that it was prepared from the discoveries

made by de La Salle,

A comparison of a U. S. Coast and Geodetic Survey map of 1963 of
the delta with the earliest reliable survey available indicates that
the first land not subject to flooding is approximately near-the present
community of Venice and not too far from the historical markers placed

by the chapter of the Louisiana Colonial organization,

Certainly a monument erected to commemorate such an event is

symbolic and does not necessarily have to pinpoint the exact position,

But it is interesting to note that in 1910 a stone marker was
aceidentally found marking the location of Fort Biloxi, after the

location of the fort had been completely forgotten for nearly two

hundred Years,

The "Proces-Verbal" tells us that at the foot of the cross a lead
plate was buried, Tt is surmised that de TLa Salle carried a number
of lead blates, that he located them at different villages where he

m . .
ade treatieg with the Indian chiefs., We do know that the French
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in order to secure their claim against Fnglish encroachment buried
a number of lead plates along the Ohio River. These plates were
11 inches wide by 7-3/4 inches high and weighed about 4 poinds,
However, when we consider the instability of the banks of the
Missippi, to think that such a fortuitous find should happen for
the lead marker -- as 1t did for the marker at Fort Biloxi -- is to

think that the proverbial needle in the haystack is an object con-

yveniently handy.

To indulge in a little scientific speculation, we know that
today there is a magnetometer which, flown from a helicopter,
records in a few hours underground conditions that would have taken
a field crew months to determine, And to go still further, on the
border of science fiction, we can imagine a magnetometer of such
sensitivity that a lead plate could be detected, Who knows? So

often the science fiction of today becomes the commonplace of tomorrow,




PINANCING

The ever_Present and gruesome subject of raising the necessary capital

always has to be faceds

But it need not be so difficult as it would appear at first glance,

We can here outline a broad procedural plan.

et -- guch an important monument would obviously be an asset

| to Plaguemine Parish and there should be no great diffi-

culty in obtaining voluntary contributions for the pur-

chase of the land, once the location is decided upon,

The Federal Cowernment could assign the U. 8. Engineers

to build the embankment and the hydraulic fill. They

have the equipment, and a project of this size would be

considered just routine for them,

-- The Louisiana State Forestry and Park Development could
supply the trees and supervise their planting,

The Mississippi River Park Commission, when faced with the
"fait accompli" of the de La Salle Monument, would cer-
tainly proceed with the construction of the "Great River
Road" for a few miles at‘least, if not all the way to

New Orleans,

This is the question of the monument and the service build-
ing, The service building should not be difficult to finance,

as 1t could be a source of revenue from rentals as a con-

cession,

onument itself would be the most expensive part of the project,

f that time the worth of the project would become so obvious

should be no difficulty in raising the funds to complete it,
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LETTERS PATENT

cranted by the King of France to the Sieur de la Salle,
on the 1l2th May, 1678,

(Translation)

: is, by the grace of God, King of France and of Navarre, To our
LG ULs,

=y

£ ﬁaar and well-beloved Robert Cavelier, Sieur de la Salle, greeting,
. =

e have received with favor the very humble petition, which has been
' esented to us in your name, to permit you to endeavor to discover
e western part of New France; and we have consented to this proposal
 more willingly, because there is nothing we have more at heart than
‘discovery of this country, through which it is probable a road may
ound to penetrate to Mexico; and because your diligence in clear-
lands which we granted to you by the decree of our council of the
1 of May, 1675, and, by Letters Patent of the same date, to form
t tions upon the said lands, and to put Fort Frontenac in a good
e of defence, the seigniory and govermment whereof we likewise
ted to you, affords us every reason to hope that you will succeed

r satisfaction, and to the advantage of our subjects of the said

S€ reasons, and others thereunto moving us, we have permittéd,

.h@reby permit you, by these presents, signed by our hand, to

: to discover the western part of New France, and, for the

N of thig enterprise, to construct forts wherever you shall

"necessary, which it is our will that you shall hold on the
and conditions as Fort Frontenac, agreeably and conform-
said Letters Patent of the 13th of March, 1675, which we
ed, as far ag is needful, and hereby confirm by these

And it is our Pleasure that they be executed according to

M and tenoir,
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aecomplish this, and everything above-mentioned, we give you full
rs; on condition, however, that you shall finish this enterprise
ﬂghiﬂ five years, in default of which these presents shall be void
1 of none effect; that you carry on no trade whatever with the
es called Qutaouacs, and others who bring their beaver skins
 other peltries to Montreal; and that the whole shall be done at
z'gxpense, and that of your company, to which we have granted the
ilege of the trade in buffalo skins. And we command the Sieur
rontenac, our Governor and Lieutenant-General, and the Sieur
ne Intendant, and the other officers who compose the supreme
5% of the said country, to affix their signatures to these
fug for such is our pleasure, Given at St, Germain en Lage,

day of May, 1678, and of our reign the thirty-fifth,

(8igned) LOUTLS

By the King,
COLBERT,

(And sealed with the great seal with yellow wax.,)
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] . VERBAL OF THE TAKING POSSESSION OF LOUISIANA, AT THE MOUTH OF

MISSISSIPPI, BY THE SIEUR DE LA SALLE, ON THE 9TH OF APRIL, 1682,

(Translation)

Jaques de la Metairie, Notary of Fort Frontenac in New France,
ssioned to exercise the said function of Notary during the

race to Louisiana, in North America, by M., de la Salle, Governor
>rt Frontenac for the King, and commandant of the said Discovery

commission of his Majesty given at St. Germain, on the 12th

.ijg-all those to whom these presents shall come, greeting: --

at having been requested by the said Sieur de la Salle to

r to him an act, signed by us and by the witnesses therein named,
ssion by him taken of the country of Louisiana, near the three
the River Colbert (Mississippi), in the Gulf of Mexico, on

th of April, 1682,

In the name of the most high, mighty, invincible, and victorious
. Louis the Great, by the Grace of God, King of France and of

, Fourteenth of that name, and of his heirs, and the successor
cerown, we, the aforesaid Notary, have delivered the said act
Sieur de 1a Salle, the tenor whereof follows,

the 27th of December, 1681, M. de la Salle departed on foot

“i De Tonty, who had preceded him with his followers and all

40 leagues into the Miamis country, where the ice on
Chekagou, in the country of the Mascoutens, had arrested

> When the ice became stronger, they used sledges
> the canoces, and a wounded Frenchman, through the

.i of this river, and on the I1linois, a distance of 70
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At length, all the French being together, on the 25th of January,
2, we came to Pimiteoul, From that place, the river being frogen
: in some parts, we continued our route to the River Colbert, 60
s, or thereabouts, from Pimiteoui, and 90 leagues, or there-

s, from the village of the Illinois. We reached the banks of

e River Colbert on the 6th of January, and remained there until the
th, waiting for the savages, whose progress had been impeded by

s ice, On the 13th, all having assembled, we renewed our voyage,

- P2 French, carrying arms, accompanied by the Reverend Father
Membre, one of the Franciscan Missionaries, and followed by
ngland savages, and several women, Ilgonquines, Otchipoises,

BEnES,

the 1Lkth, we arrived at the vollage of Maroa, consisting of
cabins, without inhabitants, Proceeding about a hundred
down the River Colbert, we went ashore to hunt on the 26th
o A Frenchman was lost in the woods, and it was reported
e 1a Salle, that a large number of savages had been seen in
inity. Thinking that they might have seized the Frenchman,
‘ r to observe these savages, he marched through the woods

10 days, but without finding them, because they had all been

€d by the guns which they had heard, and had fled,

f?'ing to camp, he sent in every direction French and savages

reh, with orders, if they fell in with savages, to take

(WEhout injury, that he might gain from them intelligence

fiﬂhman. Gabriel Barbie, with two savages, having met

Chikachg nation, captured two of them, They were received
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with all possible kindness, and, after he had explained to them that

he was anxious about a Frenchman who had been lost, and that he only
gtained them that he might rescue him from their hands, if he wag really
pong them, and afterwards make with them an advantageous peace (the
ench doing good to everybody), they assured him that they had not

':‘:; the man whom we sought, but that peace would be received with the
reatest satisfaction., Presents were then given to them, and, as they
gignified that one of their villages was not more than half a day's
journey distant, M, de la Salle set out the next day to go thither;

ut, after traveling till night, and having remarked that they often
sntradicted themselves in their discourse, he declined going farther
thout more provisions, Having pressed them to tell the truth, they
essed that it was yet four days' journey to their villages; and
reeiving that M. de la Salle was angry at having been deceived, they
oposed that one of them should remsin with him, while the other carried
® news to the village, whence the elders would come and Jjoin them

r days' journey below that place, The said Sieur de la Salle returned
the camp with one of these Chikachas; and the Frenchman, whom we

ht, having been found, he continued his voyage, and passed the

T of the Chepontias, and the village of the Metsigameas, The fog,

h vag very thick, prevented his finding the passage which Z_Led to the
©ZVous proposed by the Chikachas.

On the 12th of March, we arrived at the Kapaha village of Akansa.

€ established a peace there, and taken possession, we passed, on

th’ another of their villages, situate on the border of their
® &4 algo two others, Tarther off in the depbh of the forest,

Tlved ot that of Imaha, the largest village in this nation, where

88 confirmed, and where the chief acknowledged that the village
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belonged to his Majesty. Two Akansas embarked with M. de la Salye
to conduct him to the Talusas, their allies, about fifty leagues
distant, who inhabit eight villages upon the borders of a little lﬂke,
Oon the 19th, we passed the villages of Tourika, Jason, and Kouera;
put as they did not border on the river, and were hostile to the
Akansas and Taensas, we did not stop there,

On the 20th, we arrived at the Taensas, by whom we were exceed.
ingly well received and supplied with a large quantity of provisions,

M, de Tonty passed a night at one of their villages, where there were

about 700 men carrying arms, assembled in the place, Here again a

- distant from that of the Natches, The two chiefs accompanied M, de la
Salle to the banks of the river, Here the Koroa chief embarked with
him, to conduct him to his village, where peace was again concluded
with this nation, which, 5esides the five other villages of which it
18 composed, is allied to nearly forty others, On the 31st, we passed
he village of the Oumes without knowing it, on account of the fog,

d its distance from the river,

On the 3d of April, at about 10 o'clock in the morning, we saw
Ong the canes thirteen or fourteen canoes, M, de la Salle landed,
Several of his people, Footprints were seen, and also savages,
ttle lower down, who were fishing and who fled precipitately as

D g5 they discovered us, Others of our rarty then went ashore on
':ol’ders of a marsh formed by the inundation of the river., M., de
“le sent two Frenchmen, and then two savages, to reconnoitre, who
feq that there was a village not far off, but that the whole of
STsh, covered with canes, must be crossed to reach it; that they

1 assailed with a shower of arrows by the inhebitants of the

MO hag not dared to engage with them in the marsh, but who had

peace was concluded, A peace was also made with the Koroas, two leagues

g g



=TG-

 then withdrawn, although neither the French nor the savages with them
had fired, on account of the orders they had received not to act unless
4in preSSing danger. Presently we heard a drum beat in the village,

e cries and howlings with which these barbarians are accustomed

,md th

meke attacks. We waited three or four hours, and, as we could

encamp in this marsh, and seeing no one, and no longer hearing any-

Tg;ng, we embarked,

An hour afterwards, we came to the village of Maheouala, lately
estroyed, and containing dead bodies and marks of blood, Two leagues

yw this place we encamped, We continued our voyage till the 6th,
we discovered three channels by which the River Colbert (Mississipp
arges itself into the sea. We.landed on the bank of the most weste
nnel, about three leagues from its mouth., On the Tth, M. de la Salle
F:to reconnoitre the shores of the neighboring sea, and M. de Tonty
'ﬁ!Be examined the great middle channel, They found these two out-
'ﬁémautiful, large, and deep. On the 8th, we reascended the river,
e above the confluence with the sea, to find a dry place, beyond
‘each of inundations, The elevation of the North Pole was here
I@TO. Here we prepared a column and a cross, and to the said col
l«'ixed the arms of France, with this inscription:

"Louis Le Grand, Roi De France Et De Navarre,
le Neuvieme Avril, 1682," '

1€ whole party, under arms, chanted the Te Deum, the Exaudiat,
iine salvum fac Regem; and then, after a salute of fire-arms and
£ Vive le Roi, the column was erected by M. de la Salle, who,

g near it, said, with a loud voice, in French: (Qe¥a)

B neme of the most high, mighty, invincible, and vic-

M

%8 Prince, Iouis the Great, by the Grace of God King
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of Frence and of Navarre, Fourteenth of that name, this ninth
day of April, one thousand six hundred and eighty-two, I, in
virtue of the commission of his Majesty which T hold in my
hand, and which may be seen by all whom it may concern, have
taken, and do now take, in the name of his Majesty and of his
successors to the crown, possession of this country of Louisi-
ana, the seas, harbors, ports, bays, adjacent straits; and

all the nations, people, provinces, cities, towns, villages,
mines, minerals, fisheries, streams, and rivers, comprised in
the extent of said Louisiana, from the mouth of the great river
St, Louis, on the eastern side, otherwise called Ohio, Alighin,
Sipore, or Chukagona, and this with the consent of the
Chaouanons, Chikachas, and other people dwelling therein, with
whom we have made alliance; as also along the River Colbert,

or Mississippi, and rivers which discharge themselves therein,
from its source beyond the country of the Kious or Nadouessious,
and this with their consent, and with the consent of the Mot an-
tees, Ilinois, Mesigameas, Natches, Koroas, which are the most
considerable nations dwelling therein, with whom also we have
made alliance, either by ourselves or by others in our behalf;
as far as its mouth at the sea, or Gulf of Mexico, about the
27th degree of the elevation of the North Pole, and also to the
mouth of the River of Palms; upon the assurance which we have
received from all these nations, that we are the first Europeans
who had descended or ascended the said River Colbert; hereby
protesting against all those who may in future undertake to
invade any or all of these countries, people, or lands, aboVe
described, to the prejudice of the right of his Majesty, ac-

quired by the consent of the nations herein named. Of which,



o g

and of all that can be needed, I hereby take to witness those who

hear me, and demand an act of the Notary, as required by law,"

To which the whole assembly responded with shouts of Vive le Roi,
and with salutes of fire-arms, Moreover, the said Sieur de la Salle
caused to be buried at the foot of the tree, to which the cross was
attached, a leaden plate, on the one side of which were engraved
the arms of France, and the following Latin inscription:

LVDOVICVS MAGNVE REGNAT
NONO APRILS CI3 IDC IXXXITT
ROBERTVS CAVELIER, CVM DOMINO DE TONTY, LEGATO,
R, P. ZENOBIO MEMBRE, RECOLLECTO, ET VIGINTT GALLIS,
PRIMVS HOC FILVMEN, INDE AB ILINEORVM PAGO, ENAVIGAVIT,
EJVSQUE OSTIVM FECIT PERVIVM, NONO APRILIS ANNI
CD IDC LXXXTT
After which the Sieur de la Salle said that his Majesty, as eldest son
of the Church, would amnex no country to his crown, without making it
his chief care to establish the Christian religion therein, and that
its symbol must now be planted; which was accordingly done at once
by erecting a cross, before which the Vexilla and the Domine salvum
fac Regem were sung. Whereupon the ceremony was concluded with cries
of Vive le Roi.

of all and every of the above, the said Sieur de la Salle having
required of us an instrument, we have delivered to him the same ,
signed by us, and by the undersigned witnesses, this ninth day of
April, one thousand six hundred and eighty-two.

La Metairie
Noteary

De La Salle

P, Zenobe, Recollet Missionary



Henry de Tonty

Francois de Boisrondet
Jean Bourdon

Sieur d'Autray

Jaques Cauchois

Plerre You

Gilles Meucret

Jean Michel, Surgeon
Jean Mas

Jean Dulignon

Nicolas de la Salle
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